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COMMUNITY NEEDS AND ISSUES 
April 1-June 30, 2017 
2nd Quarter 2017  
 
Based upon WDSU-TV's involvement in its community and input from community leaders and civic 
organizations, WDSU-TV has determined the following issues are the chief concerns of the New Orleans 
Community: 
 
•Crime 
In the city of New Orleans, non-fatal and fatal shooting incidents averaged 10 per week in 2016.  In a third 
of the cases someone was killed.  That fact equates to more shootings, per capita, in New Orleans than the 
Chicago.  As a result, in 2017 the City announced a $40 million safety plan that includes new police cars, 
security cameras and additional policing of the streets.  
 
•Education 
In a school system that had few charter schools before Hurricane Katrina, 62% of student in New Orleans 
were enrolled in a “failing” school.  And half did not graduate.  Today, 90% are enrolled in Charter 
Schools, 75% are graduating on time, and the percentage of students testing at grade level increased by 
77%.  Now, charters schools are being returned to the control of the Orleans Parish public school system.  
What will happen to the improvement trend?      
 
•Housing 
More than a decade since Hurricane Katrina, blight still exists in parts of New Orleans, while brand new 
gleaming condominium developments rise.  Has the promise of a 46% increase in home values since 
Hurricane Katrina been extended to all residents?  More than 20,000 low-income families are on a waiting 
list for federally funded rental housing vouchers in New Orleans.  HUD supported redevelopment of 
several housing projects in New Orleans has created more mixed-income, mixed-use neighborhoods.  Are 
these new communities locking former resident out? Or, are they creating safer and more promising 
environments its residents.  Which is best for New Orleans?  
 
•Economy/Jobs 
The confluence of four factors, misfortunes that have all come in rapid succession, has created a perilous 
economic reality for New Orleans and the state of Louisiana. (1) The over-production of oil, while 
generally a good outcome for consumers at the gas pump, has had a profoundly negative impact on the 
state’s economy. As of September 2016, Louisiana has lost more than 20,000 oil industry workers as the 
number of active rigs in the state declined more than 70 percent (2) Louisiana is in a budget crisis, facing a 
$300M deficit.  The remedy for this crisis led to factor (3), tax increases. Effective April 1, 2016 Louisiana 
residents and tourist who shop in the state, began paying more in taxes.  The majority of the taxes have 
fallen on individual consumers and less on the business community.  The state now has the highest average 
sales tax rate in the entire country. And finally, (4) the effects of the 2016 August floods has caused 
significant distress to residents and the state.   
 
• Drug/Opioid Addiction 
WDSU and Hearst Television will examine the effects of opioid addiction in Southeast Louisiana. This 
epidemic, sweeping the nation, is having devastating effects in Southeast Louisiana.  A series of stories, 
town hall meetings and aggressive rotation of public service announcements will bring greater attention to 
resources and tips to address this disease.



 
 

Date 
 

Program 
Time/ 

Duration 
Issue Description 

 4.1.17 Saturday 5pm 
Newscast  

5:02 
1:28  

Health/Hospitals Representative Nancy Pelosi and 
Mayor Mitch Landrieu take a tour of 
the Daughters of Charity Clinic in New 
Orleans and support other Democratic 
leader’s attempts to stop Republicans 
from repealing and replacing the 
Affordable Healthcare Act. 

4.2.17 Matter of Fact 
530am, 1100pm, 

130am 

30:00 Health/Hospitals This week on a Special Edition of 
MATTER OF FACT, Soledad O'Brien 
reports on American heroes struggling 
with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder, 
PTSD.  The veterans and active duty 
military profiled have all been 
diagnosed with PTSD, and are looking 
to science for help navigating their 
recovery from the wounds 
within.   Their stories give us a window 
into the research on PTSD and the 
brain, and the potential for using blood 
tests, MRIs, and other tools to diagnose 
the disorder.  One brain researcher 
shows Soledad a breakthrough 
discovery:   brain mapping that 
indicates PTSD might be partly caused 
by the physical trauma of blasts, not 
just by traumatic experiences.    
 

4.3.17  5pm Newscast 5 :05 
1:30 

 Crime When two armed men try to rob an 
Uber driver, they flee the scene when 
the Uber driver pulls a gun on them and 
opens fire. Other Uber drivers express 
concern and say they will be cautious. 

4.5.17  6am Morning 
Newscast 

6:16 
:30 

Economy/Jobs  A planned construction project in the 
French Quarter, including resurfacing 
Bourbon Street, repairing and replacing 
underground infrastructure and 
repairing sidewalks throughout the 
area, is meeting with opposition from 
residents and businesses who fear the 
project will negatively impact them. 

 4.6.17 4pm Newscast  4:06 
1:15 

Housing New Orleans leaders approve a plan to 
convert a portion of the old VA 
Hospital into a special homeless 



shelter. The shelter will be a “low 
barrier” shelter, meaning there will be 
no sobriety test or admissions fee. 

4.7.17 5pm Newscast  5:09 
1:15   

Flood/Levee 
Protection  

State lawmakers hold a flood protection 
summit at the Lakefront Airport, 
focusing on ways and suggestions to 
keep residents safe and discuss ways to 
prevent historic flooding. 

     
 4.9.17 Sunday 10pm 

Newscast  
 10:01 
2:30 

State of 
Addiction  

Last year, more people in the New 
Orleans area died from drugs than were 
killed in homicides. This year, more 
funds are being used to combat the 
skyrocketing problem of opioid 
addiction. The Metropolitan Human 
Services District received a three 
million dollar federal grant to help 
local patients in medical detox 
programs. 

4.10.17  First Newscast 
4:30am News 

4:39 
:30 

Health/Hospitals  The Belle Chasse YMCA, along with 
Humana, is holding a free Wellness 
Event. The event will show attendees 
how to live healthy lifestyles and will 
also have free health screenings. 

 4.11.17 10pm Newscast  10:01 
1:45  

 Education In an open discussion at a meeting of 
the Orleans Parish School Board, 
officials debate turning the remaining 
schools under the OPSB and turning 
them into charter schools. If the swap is 
successful, New Orleans would be the 
only city in the country with all charter 
schools.  

 4.13.17 6am Morning 
Newscast 

6:37 
:30 

Education  Southeastern Louisiana University in 
Hammond is given the largest donation 
in the school’s history, a donation of 
over 10 million dollars donated by a 
former graduate in memory of his wife. 
The university says the money will 
help increase the number of women 
enrolled in STEM programs. 

 4.15.17 Saturday 6pm 
Newscast 

 6:29 
1:20 

State of  
Addiction 

Due to the increase of opioid and 
heroin overdose deaths throughout the 
country, many courtrooms are teaching 
staff members how to react and save 
lives, should someone in their courts 
exhibit signs of an overdose. 



 4.18.17 4pm Newscast 4:08 
1:40 

 Education Southeastern Louisiana University in 
Hammond, announced that the school 
would not raise tuition rates for 
incoming Freshman 

 4.19.17 5pm Newscast 5:08 
1:10 

 Levees/Flooding The Corps of Engineers, in response to 
the rising river levels, begins the first 
phase of opening some of the pins in 
the Bonne Carre spillway to prevent 
flooding. 

 4.21.17 6am Morning 
Newscast 

6:33 
:30 

 Housing The New Orleans office of Community 
Development awarded grants of more 
than 12 million dollars to developers so 
they can create about 700 affordable 
rental units. 

 4.25.17 4pm Newscast 4:07 
:20 

 Economy/Jobs Governor John Bel Edwards gives up 
on his plan to put a new tax on business 
sales to help with the state’s budget 
problems. 

          
 4.27.17 6am Morning 

Newscast 
6:07 
:50  

Education An education alliance research group 
from Tulane University found that 
schools who modified the state’s 
recommended evaluation system 
showed an increase in the potential for 
organizational learning. 

     
4.28.17  5pm Newscast 5:04 

:45 
 Crime An increase in the number of reported 

rapes in and around the St. Claude area 
have residents concerned. Police say 
women need to be cautious but that in 
many of the rape cases, the perpetrator 
is known by the victim. 

4.30.17 Sunday 5pm 
Newscast 

 State of 
Addiction 

Representatives at the State Capitol are 
reviewing a bill that would imit the 
amount of opioid prescriptions and 
would limit physicians to prescribe 
only seven days of opioid painkillers. 

 5.1.17 4:30am First News 4:34 
1:40 

 Levees/Flood 
Protection 

A round of heavy storms over the 
weekend have caused more damage to 
crumbling levees in the Grand Isle area. 
The state and Jefferson Parish will give 
Grand Isle over 2 million dollars for a 
temporary repair but officials in Grand 
Isle say that more money is needed for 
a longer lasting solution. 

5.4.17  5pm Newscast   State of St. Tammany Parish School Resource 



Addiction officers could soon be required to be 
equipped with Narcan, which can save 
lives during an opioid overdose. 
Though the St. Tammany Parish school 
system has no record of opioid 
overdoses, school officials want to be 
ready should they have a problem. 

 5.8.17 5pm Newscast 5:09 
:40 

Crime A Covington man is arrested for trying 
to run over the ex-girlfriend’s 8-year-
old son and for trying to run over a St. 
Tammany sheriff’s deputy who had 
responded to the call. 

 5.10.17 6am Morning 
Newscast 

6:05 
:35  

Education A poll from the Education Research 
Alliance for New Orleans reveals that 
teachers are reporting stronger school 
cultures and better teacher support but 
that comes with lower job satisfaction. 

          
5.14.17  Matter of Fact 

530am, 1100pm, 
130am 

30:00    This week on MATTER OF FACT 
with Soledad O'Brien, the Head of the 
Democratic National Committee, Tom 
Perez, sits down with Soledad to talk 
about the Democratic resistance 
movement and the possibility of 
"resistance fatigue."  As a former 
Assistant Attorney General under 
President George H.W. Bush and 
President Bill Clinton, Perez details his 
views on the firing of FBI Director 
James Comey, and explains the call for 
a 9/11 style commission to review the 
evidence of Russian meddling in the 
election and any ties to the Trump 
campaign.  Perez responds to 
accusations that Democrats are 
hypocritical in their response to the 
firing, and unwilling to work across 
party lines to find a path forward 

5.14.17  Sunday Morning 
8am Newscast 

8:53 
1:15 

Housing A local real estate expert says that 
reports are showing that housing 
markets are going from once being in 
favor of the buyer to the seller. The 
expert gives advice to potential home 
buyers on how to navigate the market 
for a good deal. 

5.15.17  5pm Newscast 5:15 State of Louisiana now has more funds to fight 



:30  Addiction the opioid epidemic. The Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration has awarded the state 
Health Department over eight million 
dollars in grant funds which will be 
used over the next two years to help 
fund existing drug prevention programs 

5.18.17  5pm Newscast 5:03 
1:30  

Education Overcrowding at some eastbank 
elementary schools, is leading to school 
officials proposing school zone 
changes that have some parents saying 
that the changes are racially motivated. 

          
5.18.17  4pm Newscast  4:16 

1:10 
State of 

Addiction 
Washington and St. Tammany parishes 
have set up special drug courts which 
they hope will give offenders a way to 
turn their lives around. The program 
includes school, work and screenings to 
help offenders turn their lives around 
and avoid prison. 

 5.19.17 5pm Newscast 5:08 
:25 

Education The Orleans Parish School District is 
moving forward with the proposed 
closure of the Mahalia Jackson 
Elementary School. 

5.21.17  Matter of Fact  
530am, 1100pm, 

130am 

30:00  Plus, lost in all the news about the Special Counsel, the Russia 
Probe, the firing of the FBI Director, a directive by Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions to federal prosecutors asking them to seek the 
most serious charges available for any offense, especially those 
involving drugs.  Sessions also asked the agencies to seek the 
longest available penalties, re-enforcing a commitment to 
mandatory minimum sentences.  One former District Attorney from 
Boston, Adam Foss, sits down with Soledad to discuss a project he 
runs that offers a different strategy.  An advocate for incarcerated 
young people, Foss says the Attorney General's approach will lead 
to overcrowded jails, but won't make our communities safer.  
 
And, the skills gap and manufacturing jobs.  With 3.5 million 
skilled labor jobs to fill in the next decade, why can't employers 
find the workers they need?  Matter of Fact correspondent, Jessica 
Gomez, visits employers and training programs in Iowa, Wisconsin, 
and Michigan, to find out what skills are needed, what kinds of 
training works, and where the jobs are headed for the next 
generation of manufacturing.  
 
Then, an ethics complaint filed against New Jersey congressman 
Rodney Frelinhuysen.  Why?  Congressman Frelinhuysen sent a 
fundraising letter to the Board of Lakeland Bank in New Jersey, 
complaining about a group of activists opposing his policies and his 
handling of constituent concerns.  On the letter he included a note, 
calling one of their employees a "ringleader."  As a result, the bank 
asked Sr. VP Saily Avelanda to "explain" her political activity.  
Avelanda resigned.  Now she joins Soledad O'Brien to discuss the 
line between our professional selves and our political activity.  
 
Finally, the residents of Flint, Michigan fight City Hall over their 
water bills.  Nearly 8000 Flint residents received notices that their 
homes would be taken if their water bills weren't paid.  Their 
bottom line:  why would we pay for water we can't drink?  Find out 
what happened when the residents took their grievances to the City 
leaders.   
 



 5.21.17 Sunday Morning 
8am Newscast 

 8:02 
:25 

State of 
Addiction 

Louisiana Attorney General Jeff 
Landry’s office is making free 
overdose treatments available to the 
state’s first responders to help with the 
growing overdose problem. 

5.25.14  Matter of Fact 
530am, 1100pm, 

130am 

30:00 Education   This week on MATTER OF FACT with 
Soledad O'Brien, how will America's students 
be affected by proposed cuts to education?    
Budget Director Mick Mulvaney calls it 
"Trump-o-nomics."  School districts across the 
country say they are facing "financial chaos."  
Soledad talks to Deborah Gist, honored by 
Time Magazine as one of the "100 Most 
Influential People in the World."   Gist is the 
Superintendent of Schools in Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
a district that has already made massive cuts in 
the ranks of teachers due to the largest per 
pupil cuts in state aid in the country.  Gist joins 
Soledad to discuss the impact of federal budget 
cuts on students, class size, course offerings, 
and services for low income students.  It's a 
ground level look at the choices school districts 
will be asked to make.  
 

 5.25.17 6pm Newscast 6:16 
1:50 

  

State of 
Addiction 

As the homicide rate in New Orleans 
continues to rise and is one of the 
highest in the country, police officials 
say that heroin is the main drug that is 
fueling the rise in crime. 

          
          

5.27.17  Saturday 6pm 
Newscast 

6:01 
1:15  

Floods/Levee 
Protection 

As the start of the 2017 Hurricane 
season rapidly approaches, residents in 
floodprone New Orleans East are still 
cleaning up from the recent tornadoes 
that caused major damage. Residents 
say they are taking the hurricane season 
seriously and will prepare. 

 5.29.17 First News 4:30am 
Newscast 

4:30 
1:05  

Crime A spate of violent crimes mars the 
holiday weekend when a fight at a 
block party leads to a shooting, another 
shooting downtown in front of the state 
supreme court building and the 
Pontchatoula police respond to a large 
fight in the downtown area. 

 5.31.17 4pm Newscast 4:31 
:40 

 Economy/Jobs Dozens of people are losing their jobs 
at the St. Tammany Parish Sheriff’s 
office due to voters failing to renew the 
St. Tammany Parish sales tax. 



6.1.17  6pm Newscast 6:05 
1:10 

Floods/Levee 
Protection  

On the first day of the 2017 Hurricane 
Season, Jefferson Parish officials say 
that they have upgraded their storm 
drains and pump stations and that the 
systems can now withstand Category 
Three hurricanes. Residents can now 
also get updates from the parish’s 
updated JP Alert System. 

 6.3.17 Saturday 5pm 
Newscast 

:50 Crime A shooting along increasingly busy 
Tulane Avenue leaves two victims dead 
and three others wounded. Neighbors 
in the area are worried about the 
increasing violence. 

6.4.17 Matter of Fact 
530am, 1100pm, 

130am 

30:00 Economy/Jobs This week on MATTER OF FACT 
with Soledad O'Brien the only woman 
on the Watergate trial team sits down 
with Soledad O'Brien to talk about the 
nature of investigations, the standards 
of evidence, the comparison between 
the Russia Probe and Watergate, and 
what she thinks former FBI Director 
James Comey will tell the Congress 
about his conversations with President 
Trump.   Jill Wine-Banks, the woman 
who questioned Nixon Secretary 
Rosemary Woods after the discovery of 
an 18 1/2 minute gap in the Watergate 
tapes. Plus, pulling out of the Paris 
Accord.   President Trump says he's 
doing it to be fair to Americans and to 
create more jobs. Then, removing the 
symbols of the Confederacy.   Matter of Fact 
looks at the controversy over removing Civil 
War monuments from public spaces.   A speech 
by New Orleans Mayor Mitch Landrieu goes 
viral as he explains his thinking on their 
removal.  Now, Matter of Fact correspondent 
Diane Roberts looks at the communities 
struggling to preserve history without 
enshrining hate.  Then, Garrett Epps, writer, 
lawyer, and teacher, sits down with Soledad for 
a thoughtful conversation about growing up in 
the heart of the Confederacy, and learning to 
look at the impact of Civil War history on the 
descendants of both sides.   
 

 6.5.17 4pm Newscast  4:08 
1:30 

Health/Hospitals 
Housing 

Due to a drop in federal funding, three 
group homes for the mentally ill in 
Mandeville could close at the end of 



the month. Some of the group’s fund 
come from HUD and a homeless 
coalition. 

6.6.17  5pm Newscast 5:04 
:50  

State of 
Addiction 

First responders are now being warned 
to be careful when they go to scenes 
where drugs are involved. They 
themselves could be at risk for an 
overdose as an increasing number of 
firefighters, EMTs and police officers 
are accidentally breathing in Fentanyl 
and other dangerous opioids. 

  
6.8.17 

 
5pm Newscast 

 
5:18 
:50  

 
Education 

 
The State Education Superintendent 
says that Louisiana is gaining ground 
when it comes to student achievement 
and that the state has adopted 
challenging standards and curriculum 
assessments for students. 

6.11.17 Matter of Fact 
530am, 1100pm, 

130am 

30:00  This week on MATTER OF FACT with Soledad O'Brien, three 
major story lines come together this week in Washington.  
Testimony to congressional committees overseeing a sprawling 
investigation into Russian attempts to influence the 2016 election 
and any ties with the Trump campaign.  Administration efforts to 
remake the federal government.  And, the seemingly impulsive 
leadership style of the President.  
It's the backdrop against which the work of the government gets 
done.   As a frustrated Congress tries to stay on track with their 
legislative agenda, Soledad talks with two U.S. Senators, one from 
each party, about the atmosphere in the Senate, the behind the 
scenes meetings on policy, attempts at bi-partisanship, and the 
potential for results.   Senator Jerry Moran (R-Kansas) and Senator 
Al Franken (D-Minnesota) join MATTER OF FACT for a 
discussion about governing in the age of Trump.  
 
Plus, the White House outlines President Trump’s long-promised 
and often-hyped plan to pour as much as $1 trillion into rebuilding 
the nation’s infrastructure.  MATTER OF FACT breaks down the 
President's proposal to set aside $200 billion for infrastructure over 
the next 10 years while setting its sights on incentivizing private 
development projects to improve airline travel, road construction 
and public building initiatives.   What does the proposal include?  
What's missing?  And what are lawmakers, Governors and Mayors 
arguing about? 
 
And, the next chapter of "The Survivor's Club."  Two months ago 
we brought you the story of Michael Bornstein, a survivor of the 
largest Nazi death camp -- Auschwitz.  In 1945, when Bornstein 
was four years old, he was liberated.  He is one of few children to 
survive.  He never spoke about his experience until he felt obligated 
to correct the narratives of Holocaust deniers.  At age 74, Bornstein 
and his daughter, Debbie, wrote his memoir, "The Survivor's 
Club."  Soledad O'Brien did the first television interview with him, 
just as his book was being released.   In the first week in stores, 
Michael Bornstein made the New York Times Best Seller list.  And 
then, something amazing happened.  Other survivors saw their faces 
on the cover photos.  They contacted Bornstein, and the group 
arranged for a reunion.  We share the story of that reunion and the 
photos from the emotion meeting between survivors. 
 
Plus, Twitter, Facebook, Google -- all platforms for ISIS 
recruitment efforts.  Now, leaders around the globe are asking these 
social media giants to censor their feeds for terrorist content.  What 
are they doing?  What are the issues we're confronting when we 
censor the internet, and what are strategies for countering this 
sophisticated ISIS outreach?  Rand expert, Elizabeth Bodine-Baron, 
joins Soledad for a discussion about her study of 23 million ISIS 
tweets, and the lessons she learned for America's counter terrorism 



teams. 

 
6.12.17  4pm Newscast 4:02 

1:30  
State of 

Addiction 
Governor John Bel Edwards signs 
several bills into law that are designed 
to stop prescription drug abuse. One of 
the laws will limit the amount of 
prescriptions a doctor can issue and 
another strengthens the state’s 
monitoring program for pharmacists 
and doctors. 

6.16.17 5pm Newscast  5:00 
1:30 

Crime Authorities across the metro area, 
search for and apprehend a suspect in 
Jefferson parish after a series of 
attempted kidnappings where the 
suspect tried to kidnap children and 
two young women 

6.18.17 Matter of Fact 
530am, 1100pm, 

130am 

30:00  This week on MATTER OF FACT with Soledad 
O'Brien -- a look at refugees in America.  The search 
for a better life can sometimes cost lives.  In 2015 
more than five thousand men, women and children 
died fleeing their home nations, running away from 
armed conflicts, hunger, and oppression.  That 
search for a new home turns families into refugees.   
 
In total, the U.S. has resettled about three million 
refugees since Congress passed the Refugee Act of 
1980 --roughly the population of Chicago.  One 
small city outside of Atlanta has been resettling 
refugees for more than two decades.  Nearly 40 
percent of their population is now foreign born.   
Matter of Fact correspondent Jessica Gomez visits 
Clarkston, Georgia to find out how the town 
provides needed supports, the challenges faced by 
the refugee community, and the mechanisms that 
help these refugee families achieve self-sufficiency 
within six months of arrival.   
 
Then, Fugee Academy.  A school for refugee 
children teaches a lesson in team work.  Matter of 
Fact correspondent Diane Roberts visits a school 
founded by a Jordanian refugee, that developed out 
of a soccer program.   This unique school assists the 
students in catching up with their U.S. counterparts, 
using team work and empathy as their primary tools.  
 And finally, Father's Day!  There's no training 
manual, but there are books.  We bring Ben Watson 
back to share his advice from his new book on 
fatherhood.  It's straight talk from this family man 
and father of five.   
 

 6.18.17 Sunday 5pm 
Newscast 

5:00 
1:00  

Crime A string of carjackings Saturday night 
leads to a crash in Metairie after a 
police chase, leaving a woman in 
critical condition and two suspects in 
custody. 



 6.19.17 5pm Newscast 5:10 
1:00 

Housing 
Economy/Jobs  

City leaders and developers celebrate 
the South Market Development in the 
CBD. The development will use the 
completion of The Standard, a higher 
end condo development, to bring in 
more development to the housing and 
job markets in the area. 

 6.21.17 4pm Newscast 4:06 
1:30  

Levees/Flooding  The heavy rains of Tropical Storm 
Cindy lead to flooding issues in areas 
of Plaquemines Parish that are outside 
the flood protection levee system 

 6.22.17 10pm Newscast 10:16 
:20  

Health/Hospitals LSU is expected to reap the benefits of 
Louisiana’s first medical marijuana 
production deal. The University 
Agricultural Center will be involved in 
the production. 

 6.23.17 5pm Newscast 5:07 
1:15 

 Health/Hospitals The Louisiana Heart Hospital that 
closed on the Northshore earlier this 
year, will soon reopen as an acute post-
care center because of a partnership 
between several local hospitals 

6.25.17  Matter of Fact  
530am, 1100pm, 

130am 

30:00 Health/Hospitals 
Housing 

Economy/Jobs  

 This week on MATTER OF FACT with Soledad 
O'Brien, Senator Bill Cassidy, a Republican from 
Louisiana, and Senator Tom Carper, a Democrat from 
Delaware, each pay a visit to the studio to talk about the 
lack of bi-partisanship in crafting "The Better Care 
Reconciliation Act," the essential elements of the bill, the 
sticking points, and whether the GOP can muster enough 
votes to make it a law.   Two conversations that illustrate 
the divide that Congress can't seem to cross.  
Then, examining the connection between the cost of health 
care, the Great Recession, and the struggle to keep small 
towns alive and healthy.  Has the promise of the Affordable 
Care Act put Middle America out of business?  Find out 
why rural hospitals are closing, and why having a doctor in 
town might be the key to job creation.  A conversation that 
will have you pondering the future for small town 
America.  Maggie Elewhany of the National Rural Health 
Association talks with Soledad O'Brien about rural health 
care, and why a trio of female GOP Senators might be the 
only lifeline for forgotten communities.  
Plus, the Mayor of New Orleans, Mitch Landrieu, is set to 
take the lead for the U.S. Conference of Mayors, meeting 
in Miami this weekend.  Two hundred and fifty mayors 
meeting to craft bi-partisan solutions to the nation's most 
pressing issues:  immigration, community policing, 
poverty, infrastructure.  Mayor Landrieu tells Soledad why 
they're tired of the gridlock in Washington, and what they'll 
do to move the agenda forward themselves.  It's a 
conversation about ground level governing in America's 
cities, and the national politics they say is slowing them 
down.  
 

 6.25.17 Sunday 5pm 
Newscast 

5:01 
1:00  

Crime Two tourists are beaten and robbed in 
the French Quarter area, leaving one of 
the men in critical condition. The attack 



is caught on the surveillance cameras 
of a nearby business. Police us the 
video to identify the suspects. 

 6.26.17 6pm Newscast  6:16 
:25 

Education A new study shows that Louisiana’s 
school voucher program is helping low-
performing student. The Education 
Research Alliance for New Orleans 
says that students showed significant 
gains in English language over three 
years. 

6.27.17 6pm Newscast   6:11 
:25 

State of 
Addiction  

Six months into 2017 and 53 people 
have already died in East Baton Rouge 
Parish from opioid overdoses. The 
coroner of the parish says that the 
parish is on track to surpass last year’s 
record of 89. 

 6.29.17 4pm Newscast 4:15 
:35  

State of 
Addiction  

A new report from Blue Cross and Blue 
Shield shows a 65% increase in doctor 
prescribed opioids between 2010 and 
2016 and medical claims for opioid 
abuse spiked 500% during the same 
time period. The report also says that 
people in the hardest hit areas are least 
likely to get medical treatment or 
counseling for their addiction. 

4.1.17 to 
6.30.17  

PSA Various     All Issues  Station airs various Public Service 
Announcements throughout the quarter that 
cover issues of the community is serves. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2017 2nd QUARTER MEET THE PRESS TOPICS 

Chuck Todd is NBC News Political Director and the moderator of "Meet the Press," the flagship 
Sunday Morning public affairs program and longest-running broadcast in television history. 

"Meet the Press" airs on WDSU TV on Sunday’s from 10a-11a CST and again 230a-330a 

 

MTP EXCLUSIVE: SENATE LEADERS DISAGREE ON SCOTUS NOMINEE - MCCONNELL: ‘GORSUCH 
WILL BE CONFIRMED THIS WEEK,’ SCHUMER: 'HIGHLY, HIGHLY UNLIKELY' 

McConnell on knowing anything about Trump’s surveillance claim: “The answer is no” 
EXCLUSIVE: Schumer calls on Trump and Senate to “come up with a mainstream nominee” 
EXCLUSIVE: Former FBI agent Clint Watts: “How many times the [Trump] campaign picked up 
on lines that were promoted by the Kremlin, or vice versa, … was ironic” 

APRIL 2, 2017 -- Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) told “Meet the Press” 
moderator Chuck Todd that “in the middle of all these other things that are swirling around, 
there are two things you can depend on: the Senate Intelligence Committee’s bipartisan 
investigation, and of course, the FBI conducting a criminal investigation” -- notably not listing 
the House Intelligence Committee’s investigation which is currently under scrutiny. 

“You asked me if I knew anything about alleged wiretapping by the previous president. The 
answer is no,” he added. 

Ahead of this week’s Senate confirmation of Supreme Court nominee Neil Gorsuch, McConnell 
said that “Neil Gorsuch will be confirmed this week. How that happens really depends on our 
Democratic friends, how many of them are willing to oppose cloture on a partisan basis to kill 
a Supreme Court nominee, never happened before in history, the whole history of the 
country.”Watch the full interview. 

Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.) exclusively told Todd that “Gorsuch will not 
reach the 60-vote margin … Instead of changing the rules, which is up to Mitch McConnell and 
the Republican majority, why doesn't President Trump, Democrats, and Republicans in the 
Senate, sit down, and try to come up with a mainstream nominee?” Watch the full interview. 

Former FBI agent Clint Watts, now a Robert A. Fox Fellow at the Foreign Policy Research 
Institute, also joined the show after testifying on Capitol Hill earlier this week about Russian 
information operations. Watts expanded on the use of Russian propaganda by the Trump 
campaign: “The synchronization at times, how many times the campaign picked up on lines 
that were promoted by the Kremlin, or vice versa, created lines that were then the Kremlin 
promoted back into the U.S. base, was ironic. It was hard to see that with any other 
campaign.” 

On if Trump was targeted by the Russians to help spread fake news, Watts said: “They just 
knew that he was opportunistic during his campaign. So if you put stuff that helps his 
campaign, he will likely use it … But they also pushed for Bernie Sanders at times too. They 
would go on the left and the right. It's bipartisan.” Watch the full interview. 

http://nbcnews.to/2opNZZr
http://nbcnews.to/2opRQWb
http://nbcnews.to/2oq0X9H


This morning’s roundtable was comprised of Robert Draper of GQ and The New York 
Times,Eugene Robinson of The Washington Post, MSNBC’s Greta Van Susteren and Amy 
Walter of The Cook Political Report. 

Read the full transcript of this morning’s “Meet the Press.” 

For more from moderator Chuck Todd throughout the week, watch MSNBC’s “MTP 
Daily”weekdays at 5 p.m., and subscribe to the “1947: The Meet The Press Podcast” for on-
demand interviews. 

MTP EXCLUSIVES: GRAHAM CALLS ON TRUMP TO PUNISH RUSSIA FOR SUPPORTING ASSAD, 
KAINE SAYS WHITE HOUSE DIDN’T OFFER PLAN ON SYRIA IN SENATE BRIEFING 

U.N. Amb. Nikki Haley on Assad as head of Syrian government: “In no way do we look at 
peace happening in that area with Iranian influence” EXCLUSIVE: Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-
S.C.): “Here's what I think Assad's telling Trump by flying from this base: "F you"” EXCLUSIVE: 
Sen. Tim Kaine (D-Va.) on Friday’s Senate briefing: “When we asked about the legal 
authorization, they [the administration] said they weren't prepared to discuss that” 
EXCLUSIVE: Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) on working with Russia: “Make them an offer they 
can’t refuse” 

APRIL 9, 2017 -- In an exclusive “Meet the Press” interview this morning, Sen. Lindsey Graham 
(R-S.C.) called on President Trump for action: “Go after Russia through sanctions not only for 
interfering in our elections, but aiding and abetting the use of chemical weapons by a war 
criminal, Assad.” 

“Here's what I think Assad's telling Trump by flying from this base: ‘F you,’” said Graham in 
reference to Syria jets taking off from the base hit by the U.S. airstrike. 

The senator also responded to moderator Chuck Todd’s interview with Nikki Haley, U.S. 
Ambassador to the United Nations, noting that “regime change is now the policy of the Trump 
administration.” Haley had addressed the administration’s “multiple priorities” in Syria: “It's 
to defeat ISIS. I mean, we've got to do that for peace and stability in the area. It's also to get 
out the Iranian influence.” Watch Graham’s full interview. 

“You are going to see is pressure on the political solution. That's really what's going to 
happen,” the ambassador said. Watch Haley’s full interview. 

“I agree with Ambassador Haley that I don't think there's any political solution to the civil war 
in Syria that doesn't mean that Assad moves aside because he's tearing up the country. But 
instead of regime change, what we should focus on is humanitarian relief,” responded Senator 
Tim Kaine (D-Va.), who exclusively joined the program. 

Kaine told Todd that, in the Senate briefing on Friday, the White House “still presented us 
with no plan. We don't know if it's limited or whether there's more. And when we asked 
about the legal authorization, they said they weren't prepared to discuss that.” Watch Kaine’s 
full interview. 

Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) suggested that you encourage Russia to work together by making 
“them an offer they can’t refuse. And that means tightening the screws on them, dealing with 

http://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/meet-press-april-2-2017-n741771
http://www.msnbc.com/mtp-daily
http://www.msnbc.com/mtp-daily
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/1947-meet-press-podcast/id1156592336?mt=2
http://nbcnews.to/2ph3tvg
http://nbcnews.to/2php4U8
http://nbcnews.to/2oPapDM
http://nbcnews.to/2nXQf6l
http://nbcnews.to/2nXQf6l
http://nbcnews.to/2oPbhrH
http://nbcnews.to/2oPbhrH


sanctions, telling them that we need their help, they have got to come to the table and not 
maintain this horrific dictator.” Watch Sanders’ full interview. 

This morning’s roundtable was comprised of David Brooks and Helene Cooper of The New 
York Times, Rich Lowry of National Review and Danielle Pletka of AEI. 

Read the full transcript of this morning’s “Meet the Press.” 

For more from moderator Chuck Todd throughout the week, watch MSNBC’s “MTP 
Daily”weekdays at 5 p.m., and subscribe to the “1947: The Meet The Press Podcast” for on-
demand interviews. 

MTP EXCLUSIVE: MCCAIN SAYS ‘CHINA IS KEY’ TO NORTH KOREA, ‘WE SHOULD EXPECT THEM 
TO PREVENT WHAT COULD BE A CATACLYSMIC EVENT’ 

EXCLUSIVE: Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) on North Korea: “This may be the first test of this 
presidency” EXCLUSIVE: Sen. Jack Reed (D-R.I.) says Trump “needs a much stronger State 
Department” EXCLUSIVE: DHS Sec. John Kelly calls on Congress to fix U.S. immigration laws: “I 
would hope that the Congress fixes a lot of these problems” PLUS: Kelly on drug trafficking 
into the U.S.: “Marijuana is not a factor in the drug war” 

APRIL 16, 2017 -- In an exclusive live interview this morning, Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.), chair 
of the Senate Armed Services Committee, told “Meet the Press” moderator Chuck Todd that 
“China is the key” to working with us on North Korea: “They can stop this if they want to 
because of their control over the North Korean economy … Whether they’re currency 
manipulators or not, we should expect them to act to prevent what could be a cataclysmic 
event.” 

“This may be the first test of this presidency,” the senator added. Watch the full exclusive 
interview with the Arizona senator. 

“As Senator McCain indicated, China is key to that strategy,” echoed Sen. Jack Reed (D-R.I.), 
ranking member of the Senate Armed Services Committee. President Trump is “getting good 
military advice from General Mattis and General McMaster, but he needs a much stronger 
State Department.” Watch the full exclusive interview with the Rhode Island senator. 

Also joining the broadcast exclusively was Gen. John Kelly (Ret.), U.S. Secretary of Homeland 
Security, who told Todd that, in response to a threat from North Korea, “We would raise 
various threat levels in the event that something happened, and we felt as though that there 
was a possible threat. You always want to come down on the side of caution.” 

Kelly offered an example of someone who wasn’t deported in previous administrations that is 
being deported now: “Someone, as an example, with multiple DUIs. Even a single DUI, 
depending on other aspects, would get you into the system.” He also called on Congress to fix 
the country’s immigration laws: “We have to straighten this out, and I place that squarely on 
the United States Congress.” Watch the full exclusive interview with Kelly, his first Sunday 
show interview. 

And on this Easter Sunday, Pastor JoAnn Hummel of Bent Tree Bible Fellowship, Bishop T.D. 
Jakes of The Potter’s House of Dallas and Rabbi David Saperstein of the Union for Reform 
Judaism joined Todd to discuss the role of religion in a time of heightened political rhetoric. 

http://nbcnews.to/2oP8mzv
http://nbcnews.to/2oPfpbv
http://www.msnbc.com/mtp-daily
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This morning’s roundtable was comprised of The New York Times Magazine’s Mark Leibovich, 
Demos’ Heather McGhee, NBC News’ Andrea Mitchell and former Sen. John E. Sununu (R-
N.H.) of The Boston Globe. Their conversations included addressing the president’s tweet this 
morning on his tax returns. 

Read the full transcript of this morning’s “Meet the Press.” 

For more from moderator Chuck Todd throughout the week, watch MSNBC’s “MTP 
Daily”weekdays at 5 p.m., and subscribe to the “1947: The Meet the Press Podcast” for on-
demand interviews. 

MTP EXCLUSIVE: TRUMP CHIEF OF STAFF BELIEVES GOVERNMENT WILL STAY OPEN, 'WOULD 
LIKE TO HAVE A VOTE THIS WEEK' ON HEALTHCARE 

PLUS: Priebus says government funding bill will be enough “to move forward with either the 
construction or the planning” of the proposed border wall EXCLUSIVE: House Minority Leader 
Pelosi on the potential government shutdown: “The burden to keep it open is on the 
Republicans” ALSO: Sen. Rubio (R-Fla.) denies Miami Herald report of involvement in meeting 
between President Trump and Colombian presidents NEW: NBC News/Wall Street Journal poll 
numbers reveal nearly two-thirds of Americans give Trump low marks for first 100 days in 
office 

APRIL 23, 2017 -- In the face of a potential government shutdown this week, Reince Priebus, 
chief of staff to President Trump, exclusively told “Meet the Press” moderator Chuck Todd: “I 
believe it will” stay open. 

On the continuing resolution for government funding, Priebus said that the money for border 
security will be enough “to move forward with either the construction or the planning, or 
enough for us to move forward through the end of September, to get going on the border wall 
and border security in regard to border patrol.” 

“We expect money for border security in this bill. And it ought to be,” he added. 

Priebus said he “would like to have a vote this week” on healthcare, “ but again, it's not 
something that has to happen in order to define our success.” Watch the full interview. 

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) also exclusively joined the network’s broadcast, 
telling Todd that, when it comes to the potential government shutdown, “the burden to keep 
it open is on the Republicans.” 

On the proposed border wall, Pelosi asserted that it is “expressing a sign of weakness” for the 
president; she also said that “of course” you can be a Democrat if you’re pro-life. Watch the 
full interview. 

Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) addressed recent reporting that he had been involved in arranging a 
visit between Trump and two former Colombian presidents at Mar-a-Lago, denying any role 
whatsoever and telling Todd: “I didn’t even know they were in Florida.” Watch the full 
interview. 

http://nbcnews.to/2oDsK5f
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The show debuted new NBC News/Wall Street Journal poll numbers, revealing that nearly 
two-thirds of Americans give the president poor of middling marks for his first 100 days in 
office. 

Democratic pollster Cornell Belcher, The Washington Post’s Robert Costa, ‘TODAY’ co-
anchorSavannah Guthrie and The Wall Street Journal’s Peggy Noonan joined the program’s 
roundtable for insight and analysis on the latest news, including the exit this week of Fox 
News’ Bill O’Reilly,which Noonan noted as a “serious setback for sexual harassment in the 
workplace.” 

Read the full transcript of this morning’s “Meet the Press.” 

For more from moderator Chuck Todd throughout the week, watch MSNBC’s “MTP 
Daily”weekdays at 5 p.m., and subscribe to the “1947: The Meet The Press Podcast” for on-
demand interviews. 

MEET THE PRESS EXCLUSIVE: VP PENCE SAYS ‘MAYBE IN THE SHORT TERM’ TAX REFORM PLAN 
WILL INCREASE DEFICIT 

EXCLUSIVE: Pence on GOP health care reform: “I hope before the end of the year” PLUS: Pence 
says repealing and replacing the ACA will be done via “executive action” and “further 
legislation” EXCLUSIVE: Sen. Angus King (I-Maine) on lack of bipartisanship in the Senate: 
“There’s not a culture of success” 

APRIL 30, 2017 – Vice President Mike Pence exclusively told “Meet the Press” moderator 
Chuck Todd this morning that the administration’s tax reform proposal put forth this week 
will increase deficit “maybe in the short term.” 

“The only way to meet obligations that we face in deficits today, or long term obligations in 
our entitlements, Chuck, is through growth,” he said. “If we don’t get this economy growing at 
three percent, or more as the President believes we can, we’re never gonna meet the 
obligations that we’ve made today.” 

The vice president also addressed his party’s promise to repeal and replace the Affordable 
Care Act, telling Todd it will be done “through a series of bills -- this first one that we're 
hopeful there'll be action in the House of Representatives soon -- and through executive 
action and through further legislation.” The timeline? “I hope before the end of the 
year.” Watch the full interview. 

Maine Senators Susan Collins (R) and Angus King (I) – two senators from across the aisle -- 
exclusively joined the network broadcast this morning on set to discuss bipartisanship in 
Congress. Obstacles in finding common ground include “the rise of ideological-driven groups 
on both the left and the right,” “the divisions in our country,” and “the Senate schedule,” said 
the senators. Watch the full interview. 

The New York Times’ Helene Cooper, MSNBC’s Chris Matthews, AEI’s Danielle Pletka and 
Republican strategist and NBC News political analyst Nicolle Wallace discussed the latest in 
political news on this morning’s roundtable, including the future of the Democratic Party. 

Read the full transcript of this morning’s “Meet the Press.” 
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For more from moderator Chuck Todd throughout the week, watch MSNBC’s “MTP 
Daily”weekdays at 5 p.m., and subscribe to the “1947: The Meet The Press Podcast” for on-
demand interviews. 

MTP: HHS SEC. PRICE: GOP HEALTH CARE BILL IS ‘A BETTER WAY TO COVER’ PRE-EXISTING 
CONDITIONS, ADDRESSES LACK OF DIVERSITY IN ROSE GARDEN CELEBRATION 

PLUS: Price on removal of W.H. Office of Drug Control: “I don’t think the American people 
care,” “What they care about is that we are absolutely addressing this opioid crisis” 
EXCLUSIVE: Sen. Blunt: House health care bill is “not dead on arrival” EXCLUSIVE: Sen. 
Feinstein on Yates’ testimony tomorrow: She “apparently has some information as to who 
knew what when that” 

MAY 7, 2017 -- In an interview on this morning’s “Meet the Press,” Health and Human Services 
Sec. Tom Price defended criticism that the health care bill passed by the House this week does 
not cover Americans with pre-existing conditions, telling NBC News’ Andrea Mitchell that the 
22 organizations disputing this are “not recognizing is that this is a different, and we believe, a 
better way to cover an individual with pre-existing illnesses and injuries because it allows for 
every single person to get the access to the kind of coverage that they want.” 

Price also addressed the lack of diversity and women in Thursday’s Rose Garden celebration, 
telling Mitchell that those present were “prominent individuals who are leading in this area of 
health care.” 

When asked about the elimination of the White House Office of Drug Control in a time of an 
opioid epidemic, Price responded: “Now whether it's through an office within the White 
House or whether it's through a department, an agency of government, I don't think the 
American people care. What they care about is that we are absolutely addressing this opioid 
crisis in the most aggressive and effective manner possible.” Watch the full interview. 

Sen. Roy Blunt (R-Mo.) exclusively joined the network broadcast, telling Mitchell that the 
House health care bill is “not dead on arrival,” but that the Senate will be “taking what the 
House was able to do, looking at that carefully and come up with what the Senate thinks the 
Senate can do.” 

Blunt also addressed Russian interference in the election ahead of former top Justice official 
Sally Yates’ testimony tomorrow: “What was particularly wrong was General Flynn not being 
truthful about the substance of what he said and the campaign was apparently, or the 
transition rather, was apparently concerned about that early on, and it appears they should 
have been.” Watch the full interview. 

Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.) exclusively reacted to the House bill coming to the Senate: “I 
don’t know what the leader, McConnell, has in mind. I don’t know that the thirteen white 
men, when you have five Republican women who are excluded from that, that these thirteen 
men are supposed to sit down and put something together.” 

Feinstein told Mitchell that Yates “apparently has some information as to who knew what 
when that she is willing to share. And that would be what she knew about Michael Flynn’s 
connections to Russia and exactly what she knew they were.” Watch the full interview. 

http://www.msnbc.com/mtp-daily
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Read the full transcript of this morning’s “Meet the Press.” 

For more from moderator Chuck Todd throughout the week, watch MSNBC’s “MTP 
Daily”weekdays at 5 p.m., and subscribe to the “1947: The Meet The Press Podcast” for on-
demand interviews. 

# # # 

 ‘MEET THE PRESS’ EXCLUSIVE: SEN. GRAHAM SAYS NEW FBI DIRECTOR SHOULD BE ‘OUTSIDE 
THE POLITICAL LANE,’ CALLS ON TRUMP TO ‘BACK OFF’ RUSSIA PROBE 

PLUS: Sen. Schumer: Support for new FBI director is ‘very much related’ to a special 
prosecutor on Russia EXCLUSIVE: State Sec. Tillerson: ‘Don't think there's any question that 
the Russians were playing around’ in U.S. election New NBC News/WSJ Poll: Just 29 percent of 
Americans approve of Trump’s firing of FBI Director Comey 

MAY 14, 2017 – Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) exclusively told “Meet the Press” moderator 
Chuck Todd this morning that the president’s choice for the next F.B.I. director should not be 
an elected official: “He has a duty and obligation to pick somebody beyond reproach outside 
the political lane.” 

“It’s now time to pick someone who comes from within the ranks or has such a reputation 
that has no political background at all that can go into the job on day one,” said Graham when 
asked about his colleague Sen. John Cornyn’s interview yesterday for the role. 

Sen. Graham also said “the president needs to back off here and let the investigation go 
forward” when it comes to looking into Russia’s interference in the U.S. election. Watch the 
full interview. 

Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.) told Todd the support for a new F.B.I. director 
is “very much related” to a special prosecutor for the Russia probe: “If you have an 
independent special prosecutor, then you really have the ability to get to the bottom of this, 
so it matters in terms of who the F.B.I. director is.” Watch the full interview. 

“I don't think there's any question that the Russians were playing around in our electoral 
processes,” Secretary of State Rex Tillerson exclusively confirmed to Todd. When asked about 
this in terms of our relationship with Russia, Tillerson said: “We're not trying to start with a 
clean slate. I think terms like having a reset are overused. You cannot reset. You cannot erase 
the past.”Watch the full interview. 

New NBC News/Wall Street Journal poll numbers debuted on this morning’s broadcast, 
revealing that just 29 percent of Americans approve of the president’s firing of F.B.I. Director 
James Comey. 

Joining this morning’s roundtable for insight and analysis were Matthew Continetti of the 
Washington Free Beacon, Hallie Jackson of NBC News, Katty Kay of BBC News and Eugene 
Robinson of the Washington Post. Axios’ Jim VandeHei also joined the panel for a discussion 
on a possible staff shake-up within the White House. 

Read the full transcript of this morning’s “Meet the Press.” 

http://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/meet-press-may-7-2017-n756001
http://www.msnbc.com/mtp-daily
http://www.msnbc.com/mtp-daily
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/1947-meet-press-podcast/id1156592336?mt=2
http://nbcnews.to/2r5Hyf6
http://nbcnews.to/2r5Hyf6
http://nbcnews.to/2r5RCEY
http://nbcnews.to/2pLeRQF
http://nbcnews.to/2r6gCvH
http://nbcnews.to/2r6pdhN
http://nbcnews.to/2r6pdhN
http://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/meet-press-may-14-2017-n759241


For more from moderator Chuck Todd throughout the week, sign up for the “First Read” 
newsletter, and subscribe to the “1947: The Meet The Press Podcast” for on-demand 
interviews. 

May 21 – Preempted due to Premier League Championship 

MEET THE PRESS: DHS SEC. KELLY: LEAKING CLASSIFIED INTEL IS ‘DARN CLOSE TO TREASON, 
‘DON’T SEE ANY BIG ISSUE HERE’ WITH KUSHNER/RUSSIA COMMUNICATIONS 

EXCLUSIVE: Former DNI Clapper when asked about communications between Kushner and 
Russians: “My dashboard warning light was clearly on” PLUS: Sen. Corker on Kushner: “He’s 
more than glad to talk” 

MAY 28, 2016 -- Homeland Security Secretary John Kelly told “Meet the Press” moderator 
Chuck Todd this morning that leaking classified intelligence is “borderline, if not over the line 
of treason.” 

“It’s darn close to treason,” he added. The secretary also addressed recent reporting that 
President Trump’s son-in-law, White House Senior Adviser Jared Kushner, proposed a secret 
communication channel with the Kremlin so that discussions before the inauguration could 
not be detected: “His number one interest, really, is the nation, so you know there’s a lot of 
different ways to communicate, backchannel, publicly with other countries. I don’t see any big 
issue here relative to Jared.” Watch the full interview. 

James Clapper, former director of national intelligence, exclusively told Todd, that as director, 
when it came to Trump ties with Russia, his “dashboard warning light was clearly on.” “I think 
that was the case with all of us in the intelligence community, very concerned about the 
nature of these approaches to the Russians,” he said. 

Clapper reacted to Kelly characterizing the leaking of information as “borderline treason”: “I 
know Secretary Kelly takes this quite seriously and he should. Legal definition of what’s 
treason? I’ll leave that to the lawyers. But just from a practitioner's standpoint in the 
intelligence business, leaks are bad.” Watch the full interview. 

Sen. Bob Corker (R-Tenn.), chair of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, also responded to 
recent reporting of Kushner, who is under scrutiny related to the Russia investigations, though 
not a subject of the investigations: “Jared has said that he’s more than willing to answer any 
and all questions. They reached out to us yesterday to make sure that we knew that was the 
case and I’m sure he’s willing to do so.” Watch the full interview. 

Charlie Sykes, MSNBC political analyst and former radio talk show host, made his “Meet the 
Press” debut appearance, joining MSNBC’s Joy-Ann Reid, The Wall Street Journal’s Kimberley 
Strassel and The Cook Political Report’s Amy Walter to discuss the week in politics, 
includingthis week’s special election in Montana. 

See below for a full transcript of this morning’s “Meet the Press.” 

For more from moderator Chuck Todd throughout the week, sign up for the “First Read” 
newsletter,and subscribe to the “1947: The Meet The Press Podcast” for on-demand 
interviews. 
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MEET THE PRESS EXCLUSIVE: FMR. STATE SEC. KERRY: TRUMP FINDING A BETTER CLIMATE 
DEAL IS ‘LIKE OJ SIMPSON SAYING HE’S GOING TO FIND THE REAL KILLER’ 

EXCLUSIVE: John Kerry on London terror attacks: “Travel ban will be cannon fodder to the 
recruiters” ALSO: EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt: Withdrawing from Paris climate agreement 
“was not a political decision” PLUS: Preview from NBC News anchor Megyn Kelly of her 
exclusive, one-on-one interview with Russian President Vladimir Putin, airing tonight on NBC 
at 7p/6c 

JUNE 4, 2017 -- Former Secretary of State John Kerry exclusively told “Meet the Press” 
moderator Chuck Todd that President Trump finding a better deal than the Paris climate 
accord is “like O.J. Simpson saying he's going to go out and find the real killer.” 

On the London terror attacks, Kerry said that Britain has “had a longstanding problem with 
respect to greater levels of alienation, a harder time assimilating into the broader British 
society, a lack of similar opportunity … I'm going to leave it to her [Prime Minister Theresa 
May] and to them to sort that out, particularly five days before an election. “ 

He added: The “travel ban will be cannon fodder to the recruiters. It's the worst thing we 
could do. But we do need to do and we do extraordinary screening.” Watch the full interview. 

E.P.A. Administrator Scott Pruitt also joined this morning’s broadcast, telling Todd that “the 
rest of the world applauded” the Paris climate accord “because it put us at an economic 
disadvantage.” The decision of the United States to withdraw from the agreement “was not a 
political decision,” he added. Watch the full interview. 

Former Vice President Al Gore addressed the White House’s economic defense for 
withdrawing from the climate deal : “The loss of jobs in the coal industry started with the 
mechanization of the coal industry. Natural gas started displacing coal and the fossil fuel 
sector, and promising to re-create the 19th century is not a visionary strategy for a successful 
21st century.” Watch this exchange, and tune in tomorrow to MSNBC’s “MTP Daily” at 5 p.m. 
ET for the full interview. 

NBC News chief foreign correspondent Richard Engel and NBC News national security 
analystMichael Leiter shared the latest developments on the London terror attacks in the 
beginning of this morning’s program. Engel reported live from London: “There is a concern 
that we might not be at the end of this. This is the holy month of Ramadan. ISIS has called for 
its supporters to carry out attacks during Ramadan.” Watch the segment. 

NBC News anchor Megyn Kelly shared a preview of her exclusive, one-on-one interview with 
Russian President Vladimir Putin, who said that he “didn’t even really talk” to former National 
Security Adviser Michael Flynn at a dinner both attended in December 2015. Tune in to the 
debut of “Sunday Night with Megyn Kelly” this evening at 7 p.m. ET / 6 p.m. CT for more from 
her interview with Putin. 

Democratic strategist Stephanie Cutter, The Washington Post’s Michael Gerson, radio talk 
show host Hugh Hewitt and Demos President Heather McGhee addressed the week in 
news, including the upcoming hearing of former F.B.I. Director James Comey. 

Read the full transcript of this morning’s show on MeetThePress.com. 
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For more from moderator Chuck Todd throughout the week, sign up for the “First Read” 
newsletter,and subscribe to the “1947: The Meet The Press Podcast” for on-demand 
interviews. 

June 11 – Preempted – due to French Open 

 ‘THE PRESIDENT IS NOT UNDER INVESTIGATION FROM THE SPECIAL COUNSEL,’ TRUMP 
LAWYER TELLS ‘MEET THE PRESS’ MODERATOR CHUCK TODD 

PLUS: Trump Lawyer Sekulow: “He’s not afraid of the investigation. There is no investigation” 
ALSO: Sen. Rubio on the Russia probe: “The president’s pretty fired up about this” EXCLUSIVE: 
Sen. King says “the collusion, the cooperation aspect of this investigation is not over … We’re 
20 percent into it” 

JUNE 18, 2017 -- “The president is not under investigation from the special counsel,” Jay 
Sekulow, a member of President Trump’s legal team, told “Meet the Press” moderator Chuck 
Todd this morning. 

“He's not afraid of the investigation. There is no investigation,” he added. Watch the full 
interview. 

Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.), a member of the Senate Intelligence Committee, noted “one thing 
we've learned, I think, from the testimony of multiple people now is the president's pretty 
fired up about this,” referring to the Russia probe. 

He also addressed legislation passed earlier this week by the Senate that would impose 
additional sanctions against Russia and limit the president’s power to lift them in the future: 
“I personally believe that at the core of the resistance is not the president, and I don't think 
the president himself has a problem with additional sanctions on Russia.” Watch the full 
interview. 

“I can say categorically that the collusion, the cooperation aspect of the investigation is not 
over. And as far as that goes, I'd say we're 20 percent into it,” Sen. Angus King (I-Maine), who 
also serves on the Senate Intelligence Committee, exclusively shared on this morning’s 
broadcast.Watch the full interview. 

The program’s roundtable this morning was comprised of David Brooks from The New York 
Times, Danielle Pletka of the American Enterprise Institute, Eugene Robinson of The 
Washington Post and Amy Walter of The Cook Political Report; their discussions included the 
president’s tweets and this week’s congressional baseball shooting. 

Read the full transcript of this morning’s “Meet the Press” on MeetThePress.com. 

For more from moderator Chuck Todd throughout the week, sign up for the “First Read” 
newsletter,and subscribe to the “1947: The Meet The Press Podcast” for on-demand 
interviews. 

. 

“MEET THE PRESS” EXCLUSIVE: JOHNSON ON HEALTHCARE VOTE: ‘DELAY THE THING,’ 
SANDERS: ‘NO WAY ON GOD’S EARTH THAT THIS BILL SHOULD BE PASSED THIS WEEK’ 
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Wis. Sen. Ron Johnson (R): “These bills aren’t going to fix the problem” Vt. Sen. Bernie 
Sanders (I): “There has not been one public hearing” on healthcare bill Ohio Rep. Tim Ryan (D) 
on party’s Pelosi criticism: “This is not about us having a family fight publicly” 

JUNE 25, 2017 – In an exclusive interview this morning, Sen. Ron Johnson (R-Wis.) told “Meet 
the Press” moderator Chuck Todd that, when it comes to the Senate healthcare bill vote 
slated for this Thursday, he “would like to delay the thing.” “There's no way we should be 
voting on this next week. No way,” he said. 

“What I find so disappointing is these bills aren't going to fix the problem. They're not 
addressing the root cause. They're doing the same old Washington thing, throwing more 
money at the problem,” the senator added. Watch the full interview. 

Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) exclusively agreed with Johnson on this morning’s broadcast to 
delay the Senate healthcare vote: “Sen. Johnson is right. There is no way on God's earth that 
this bill should be passed this week.” 

Sanders, who argued that “we need a serious discussion” and that “there has not been one 
public hearing” on health care, also addressed the week’s special GA-06 election: “There is a 
massive amount of demoralization on the part of the American people with the Democratic 
Party, with the Republican Party.” Watch the full interview. 

Reps. Tim Ryan (D-Ohio) and Debbie Dingell (D-Mich.) exclusively joined “Meet the Press” to 
discuss the future of the Democratic Party and House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi’s 
leadership. “This is not about us having a family fight publicly,” said Ryan. In reference to this 
week’s special GA-06 election: “It would be hard for us to say that after five million being 
spent tying that candidate to her [Pelosi], that it didn't have some effect. The Republicans 
wouldn't still be using this if it didn't have some effect. And so it's still being used for a 
reason.” Dingell noted: “If you'd get pragmatic, we always attack the leader. I don't care who 
it is.” Watch the discussion. 

This morning’s roundtable, which discussed the week in politics, including the Better Care 
Reconciliation Act and Rep. Pelosi’s leadership, was comprised of The New York Times’ Helene 
Cooper, NBC News’ Hallie Jackson, The New York Times Magazine’s Mark Leibovich and 
syndicated columnist George F. Will. 

Read the full transcript of this morning’s “Meet the Press” on MeetThePress.com. 

For more from moderator Chuck Todd throughout the week, sign up for the “First Read” 
newsletter, and subscribe to the “1947: The Meet The Press Podcast” for on-demand 
interviews. 
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	EXCLUSIVE: John Kerry on London terror attacks: “Travel ban will be cannon fodder to the recruiters” ALSO: EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt: Withdrawing from Paris climate agreement “was not a political decision” PLUS: Preview from NBC News anchor Megyn...
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	E.P.A. Administrator Scott Pruitt also joined this morning’s broadcast, telling Todd that “the rest of the world applauded” the Paris climate accord “because it put us at an economic disadvantage.” The decision of the United States to withdraw from th...
	Former Vice President Al Gore addressed the White House’s economic defense for withdrawing from the climate deal : “The loss of jobs in the coal industry started with the mechanization of the coal industry. Natural gas started displacing coal and the ...
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	Democratic strategist Stephanie Cutter, The Washington Post’s Michael Gerson, radio talk show host Hugh Hewitt and Demos President Heather McGhee addressed the week in news, including the upcoming hearing of former F.B.I. Director James Comey.
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	For more from moderator Chuck Todd throughout the week, sign up for the “First Read” newsletter,and subscribe to the “1947: The Meet The Press Podcast” for on-demand interviews.
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