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4th Quarter 2015  
 

Based upon WDSU-TV's involvement in its community and input from 
community leaders and civic organizations, WDSU-TV has determined the 

following issues are the chief concerns of the New Orleans Community: 
 

•Crime 
Street crimes, turf wars, and the sale and use of illegal drugs and 
guns are a serious threat to the community and its residents, particularly 
young people. 
 
•Housing 
The lack of affordable housing is one of the most serious 
issues facing residents who are trying to return to New Orleans. 
Efforts to revitalize housing and stabilize prices are fundamental to the 
economic success of the city. 
 
•Health 
An inadequate health care system and the shortage of hospitals, clinics 
and medical personnel in the area are profound issues 
of concern for residents and businesses alike. 
 
 
•Education 
The status of the troubled Orleans Parish school system and of students, 
parents and teachers, along with the challenge of rebuilding the educational 
infrastructure, are pressing challenges in the post-Katrina environment.  
 
 
•Levee Protection 
The condition of repairs to the levee system by the Army Corps of Engineers 
is a fundamental concern for residents as they decide whether to return New 
Orleans and rebuild.  The security and stability of the levees are essential for 
the growth and resurgence of the city.  



•Economy/Jobs 
The economy of New Orleans and surrounding parishes will affect 
individuals’ abilities to return home, make above-minimum wages and 
support families. What are leaders doing to keep companies from leaving the 
city and to recruit new businesses, and what measures are they taking to 
address high levels of poverty in New Orleans? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Date 

 
Program 

Time/ 
Duration

Issue Description 

 10.1.15 5pm Newscast  5:02 
1:45 

Crime A rash of car burglaries in the 
Lakeview area have residents on edge. 
Community groups want more done to 
protect the area. 

 10.2.15 4pm Newscast 4:42 
1:30 

 Flooding/Levees Leftover oyster shells, a popular part of 
local cuisine, are being used to 
revitalize gulf oyster reefs and to 
reinforce and add to coastline 
protection. 

 10.3.15 Saturday 
6am Newscast 

6 :31 
1:30 

Crime  The City Council’s Criminal Justice 
Committee meet again with NOPD 
Police Chief Harrison to discuss the 
rising crime rate in the city and look for 
ways to reduce it. 

10.4.2015 Meet the Press 
Sunday 10am 

60:00 Crime/Health President Obama immediately 
politicized the shootings to reignite the 
national debate, calling for action on 
gun safety legislation, while 2016 
presidential contenders responded to 
the tragedy on the campaign trail. 
Chuck and the panel examine the 
ongoing national conversation and the 
likelihood of follow through in 
Washington. 

10.6.15  5pm Newscast 5:00 
1:45 

 Crime/ 
Jobs/Economy 

After the recent rise in crime in the 
French Quarter area, the mayor wants 
to raise taxes in the Quarter to pay for 
more protection. 

 10.7.15 6pm Newscast 6:13 
1:05 

Housing  The New Orleans Women’s Shelter 
plans to increase their focus on the 
children of homeless women and will 
be focusing on education and job 
training for women with children. 

10.12.15   5pm Newscast  5:08 
1:30 

 Education According to the State Superintendent 
of Education, students taking the 
standardized Common Core tests, 
scored at almost the same results as last 
year. 

 10.13.15 6pm Newscast 6:02 
1:15 

 

Crime The National Night Out Against Crime 
kicks off in the St. Roch neighborhood. 
Several city officials attend and speak 
about how they are addressing the 
crime issue. 

 10.14.15 5pm Newscast  5:25 Housing  The Consumer Financial Protection 



1:20 Bureau now makes getting a mortgage 
clearer to understand and makes it 
easier for consumers to understand the 
total cost of their mortgage. 

 10.16.15 10pm Newscast  10:02 
:50 

Crime A six-year-old and an eleven-year-old 
were picked up by the police after the 
eleven-year-old reportedly pulled a gun 
on a man and threatened to shoot him 
after the man found them rummaging 
through the bed of a pickup truck. 

 10.20.15 4pm Newscast   4:00 
1:50 

 Crime A missing Baton Rouge couple are 
found dead in a vehicle at a Hammond 
truck stop. Authorities in multiple 
parishes are looking for their killers. 

 10.21.15 4pm Newscast 4:10 
:30 

 Education The Recovery School District says it’s 
abandoning plans to move the Walter 
Cohen school building and relocate it 
to a site that was discovered to be an 
old toxic waste dump. 

10.22.15  6pm Newscast 6:00 
2:15 

 Health 
Economy/Jobs 

It has been six months since the city 
passed the smoking ban for bars, 
restaurants and casinos. Health officials 
say the ban has protected workers but 
some businesses say the ban has hurt 
their businesses. 

 10.25.15 Sunday 
5pm Newscast 

5:01 
:50 

Flood/Levees  The remnants of Pacific storm 
Hurricane Patricia bring flooding rains 
to Texas and Louisiana. A confirmed 
tornado touches down in St. Charles 
Parish and heavy rains bring street 
flooding to several other parishes. 

 10.26.15  6am Morning 
Newscast 

6:02 
1:30 

 Crime A 24-year NOPD veteran was off duty 
when he was shot in the Desire 
neighborhood. Police are actively 
looking for the suspect in the shooting. 

10.27.15  4pm Newscast 4:00 
1:20  

 Flood/Levees A levee breech in the Myrtle Grove 
area causes flooding but the levee was 
repaired before the flooding intensified.

10.28.15  5pm Newscast   5:06 
1:30 

Economy/Jobs Plaquemines Parish officials say that 
the parish is in financial trouble and 
that layoffs may be the only solution to 
keeping the parish from getting deeper 
into debt. 

 10.29.15 4pm 4:15 
:30 

 Education State education officials announce that 
several Louisiana high schools have 
earned an “A” in state’s accountability 



system, an increase over last year. 
 10.31.15 Saturday 

10pm Newscast 
10:06 
:30  

 Jobs/Economy Halloween night brings some severe 
weather to the area and, according to 
some shrimp fishermen, the weather 
may also adversely affect the shrimp 
crop in Lake Pontchartrain, causing the 
shrimp and those who catch them, to go 
farther out for their catch. 

 11.2.15 4pm Newscast  4:16 
1:20  

 Health/Hospitals The newly opened University Medical 
Center now has a chapel and 
meditation center for patients and staff. 

 11.3.15 6am Newscast 6:11 
1:10  

Education Landry-Walker High School honors a 
legendary coach after renovations on its 
football practice field are completed. A 
dedication ceremony honors the coach 
for his work on the field and in the 
classroom. 

 11.4.15 6pm Newscast  6:00 
1:40 

 Economy/Jobs The NCAA announced that New 
Orleans would host the college football 
national championship game in 2020. 
City leaders and organizers say that 
even though the game is in the future, 
the game will bring good publicity now 
and maybe increase odds for another 
big selection which brings in millions 
of dollars to the city. 

 11.5.15 5pm Newscast 5:04 
1:30 

Crime  Jefferson Parish Deputy officials say 
they have captured four of the five 
people responsible for several 
burglaries in the Metairie area. The 
suspects are believed to be the ones 
who attempted a car burglary at the 
home of one of the Saints assistant 
coaches. 

11.6.15 6pm Newscast 6:08 
:50 

Flood/Levees 
Housing 

A revised flood map will mean more 
affordable flood insurance for people 
who live in Algiers. New Orleans 
appealed the original flood insurance 
maps and won the appeal. 

 11.7.15 Saturday 
6pm Newscast 

 6:19 
:20 

 Jobs/Economy A national job report says hiring is up 
and unemployment is down for the 
month of October. The unemployment 
rate is the lowest it has been in seven 
years. 

11.8.15 Matter of Fact 30:00 Economy Interviews with two Presidential 
candidates, Governor Jeb Bush and 



Senator Bernie Sanders. 
 11.9.15 5pm Newscast  5:06 

:25 
Levees/Flood The Lafourche Parish government 

broke ground on a new flood wall that 
is being built along Industrial Park 
Boulevard. The five million dollar 
project will protect businesses and 
more than three-hundred homes. 

 11.10.15 4pm Newscast  4:22 
1:00 

Health/Hospitals Experts give information on how to 
choose affordable health plans for 
yourself and your family. 

11.11.15  5pm Newscast 5:05 
1:15 

 Health/Hospitals The work is coming along on the new 
VA Hospital. On this Veterans Day, 
hospital officials say they are now in 
the process of recruiting staff members 
for the new hospital. Phase One will be 
completed in 2016. 

11.13.15  6am Newscast  6:34 
:20 

 Levee/Flooding Plaquemines Parish dropped its 
lawsuits against oil and gas companies 
that claimed they damaged wetlands by 
digging numerous canals. 
Environmentalists and others in the 
parish disagree, saying that damages to 
the wetlands leads to flooding. 

11.15.15 Meet the Press 
Sunday 10am 

60:00 Crime Richard Engel, chief foreign 
correspondent for NBC News, joins the 
show live from Paris, and an 
eyewitness of the attacks speaks live 
with Chuck. An Obama administration 
official also joins to discuss the White 
House’s response and the effects on the 
United States’ stance on the Islamic 
State. 

11.15.15 Matter of Fact 
Sunday 530a and 

1135pm 

30:00 Economy Guest Carly Fiorina talks about the 
details and anticipation that her 
economic plan can hit the right note. 
Iowa is truly historic, on Matter of Fact 
we review why politicians should stop 
worrying and love the Buckeye State. 
Fernando begins the conversations with 
Iowa voters who get to cast their ballots 
first that are undecided and from both 
parties.   

 11.17.15 6am Newscast   6:04 
:15 

 Crime Three people are shot in Metairie 
overnight, while waiting at an 
intersection near a closed coffee shop. 
Jefferson Parish officers are looking for 



suspects at this time. 
 11.18.15  6pm Newscast 6:12 

2:00 
 Education A new music program at Loyola 

University gives students not only 
music skills but also teaches promotion 
and marketing skills. 

 11.19.15 4pm Newscast 4:21 
1:20 

 Health/Hospitals Health experts say that exercise could 
be used to treat some forms of 
depression. Researchers say that 
exercise could help when medications 
are not working. 

 11.20.15 5pm Newscast 5:08 
1:30 

 Crime A Tulane University medical student is 
shot while trying to prevent a 
kidnapping. The shooting is caught on 
videotape. 

11.22.15 Meet the Press 
Sunday 10am 

60:00 Crime Panetta, who has served both as 
Secretary of Defense and CIA director 
for the Obama administration, said that 
“we don’t have any kind of larger 
strategy to try to deal with what’s 
happening in the Middle East, what’s 
happening with ISIS” earlier this month 
at a Fortune event. Sunday, he joins 
Chuck live to talk about the White 
House’s response to recent terror 
attacks. 

11.22.15 Matter of Fact 
Sunday 530a and 

1135p 

30:00 Crime/Economy The world is in a vulnerable place, with 
questions being raised about America's 
role in keeping us all safe. Few people 
have been more vocal about America's 
foreign affairs than Senator John 
McCain.  He's very comfortable talking 
to Fernando, and he has some 
surprising insights. We also secured an 
interview with Congressman Bill 
Keating who a few months ago was in 
Paris meeting with the CIA and other 
agencies on top level security issues.  
He's not only on the Foreign Affairs 
Committee, but the Homeland Security 
Committee as well. 

 11.23.15 5am Newscast  5:03 
1:30 

 Crime An unknown number of gunmen open 
fire on a large group of people who 
were at a playground late last night. 
Sixteen people were shot. Police look 
for suspects. 

11.24.15  Today Show 7:00a Crime Kerry Sanders reports on the arrest of 



2:10 Euric Cain for the shooting of a Tulane 
Med Student. 

 11.24.15 6pm Newscast 6:02 
1:45 

 Crime Security cameras catch thieves stealing 
packages off the front porches of some 
houses in the Mandeville area. Police 
remind residents to be vigilant and, if 
possible, have packages shipped to 
work make arrangements for delivery. 
The package delivery issue will only 
increase with the approach of the 
holiday season. 

11.25.15  10pm Newscast  10:08 
:45 

 Economy/Jobs A group of developers propose turning 
the site of a former riverboat casino 
along the New Orleans lakeshore into a 
music park with a live theater, shops 
and restaurants. City officials are 
excited about the proposal. 

 11.26.15 4pm Thanksgiving   4:34 
1:00 

Economy/Jobs  To beat competitors in the Black Friday 
sales competitions, some stores are 
opening on Thanksgiving Day. The 
stores hope shoppers will line up to 
take advantage of holiday sales. 

 11.27.15 5pm Newscast 5:01 
1:30 

 Crime One of the suspects in the playground 
shooting that injured 17 people is 
identified. 

11.29.15     Matter of Fact 30:00 Economy/Crime On our 11/29 show we'll have Senator 
Tim Kaine. He's one of only 20 
Americans in history to serve as 
Mayor, Governor AND Senator. And 
right now he's on the way to becoming 
your next Vice President (current 
favorite to be selected by Dems).  And 
we meet GK Butterfield, Chairman of 
the Congressional Black Caucus who 
says there is a battle here at home over 
certain American's right to vote.  We 
also look at whether the military is 
ready to face the new challenges 
abroad 

11.30.15  5pm Newscast 5:00 
1:30  

Crime A shooting on Bourbon Street leaves 
one man dead and police searching for 
suspects. Surveillance video catches 
part of the crime. 

 12.1.15  5pm Newscast  5:06 
:50 

Crime 
Economy/Jobs  

In light of security concerns, local 
shoppers were asked if they were 
concerned about their safety. The 



recent incidents include the terrorist 
shootings in Paris and local shootings. 

 12.3.15 6am Newscast 6:40 
:25 

Housing  In an annual prayer service by the 
Catholic Church in New Orleans, the 
homeless of the city are remembered 
and those homeless who died alone on 
the streets are also remembered. Clergy 
from the Jewish and Islam faiths were 
also present. 

 12.4.15 10pm Newscast 10:01 
2:00 

Crime  An employee of a school that teaches 
maritime safety was shot to death at the 
school by another employee. Those 
who worked with both men and police 
were trying to figure out what 
motivated the shooting. 

12.6.15 Matter of Fact 
Sunday 530am and 
1135pm 

    30:00 Economy Debbie Wasserman Schultz, Chair of 
the Democratic National Committee  
California Congressman Dana 
Rohrabacher , Vice Chair of the 
Science, Space and Technology 
Committee and outspoken global 
warming skeptic,and Dean Obeidallah , 
Arab American comic who uses humor 
to challenge stereotypes of Muslims 

12.6.15 Meet the Press 
Sunday 10am 

60:00 Crime NBC News Chief Justice 
Correspondent Pete Williams joins 
Michael Leiter, Leidos EVP and former 
director of the United States National 
Counterterrorism Center, for updates 
on what we know – and still don’t 
know – in the investigation into this 
week’s shooting. 

 12.8.15  5pm Newscast 5:00 
1:30  

Crime  A man police accused of being one of 
the suspects who fired into a crowd of 
people at a playground last month, was 
released after his attorney proved that 
he was in Texas at the time of the 
shooting. 

 12.9.15 4pm Newscast 4:35 
1:40 

 Education The Supreme court of the United States 
takes up the issue of Affirmative 
Action in regards to college 
admissions. Their decision could not 
only impact the University of Texas, 
which was involved in the original 
lawsuit, but colleges nationwide. 

 12.10.15 10pm Newscast 10:09  Levees/Flood The city of New Orleans will get an 



:40 additional one billion dollars from 
FEMA to continue repair damages 
related to Hurricane Katrina. The funds 
will repair water, sewer and drain 
pipes. 

12.13.15 Matter of Fact  
Sunday 530a and 

1135p 

30:00 Economy This weekend's Matter of Fact features 
Senator Lindsey Graham, the 
Presidential candidate locked in a 
never-ending war of words with rival 
Donald Trump. And, Republican 
strategist John Feehery, on which GOP 
candidate will breakthrough. Plus, 
wagering on elections is a safe bet with 
the on line political stock market, 
Predictit, 

 12.14.15 6pm Newscast 6:02 
1:30 

 Crime A Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office 
employee is shot to death inside her 
vehicle while she was parked outside 
her home. Neighbors, friends and co-
workers are stunned as the police look 
for a suspect. 

 12.16.15 5pm Newscast 5:01 
2:00 

 Crime A suspect is arrested in the murder of 
the Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office 
sergeant, who was shot to death inside 
her vehicle. Her former boyfriend is 
arrested in Alabama and is to be 
extradited back to Louisiana. 

 12.17.15 5pm Newscast  5:08 
:50 

 Crime Police are looking for suspects in the 
shooting deaths of a pregnant woman 
who was about to give birth, and her 
boyfriend, who were both shot multiple 
times in their car in front of their 
apartment complex. Relatives of the 
couple are stunned at the murders. 

 12.18.15 5pm Newscast 5:25 
1:15 

 Health/Hospitals Studies show that bullying can have 
life-long effects on a child. Specialists 
say that the situation should be dealt 
with before it escalates into a serious 
problem. 

12.20.15 Matter of Fact 
Sunday 530a and 
1135pm 

30:00 Economy Matter of Fact this weekend is a very 
timely episode featuring Democratic 
Caucus Chair Xavier Beccera 
discussing the behind-the-scenes deal 
making in the last 24 hours resulting in 
the 1.1 trillion dollar spending bill that 
staved off a government shutdown. 



And, revealing how a candidate's body 
language influences who you vote for 
(using this week's now infamous 
Trump-Bush Republican Debate 
exchange as an example) plus, youth 
leader Farajii Muhammad in the 
aftermath of the mistrial declared on 
Wednesday in the case of the Baltimore 
police officer charged in the death of 
Freddie Gray. Also, the second in the 
HOW TO WIN series, this time how to 
win the millennial vote. 

12.23.15  NBC Nightly News 5:49 
2:50 

Crime  Cynthia McFadden reports on crime in 
the French Quarter and how a private 
entity helped in controlling it with a 
new way of policing an App. 

12.27.15 Matter of Fact 
Sunday 530a and 

1135p 

30:00 Economy How diversity is shaping the election, 
the importance connecting all 
minorities and their issues to the larger 
stage including Millennials, single 
women (52% of the vote). Guest 
Michele Jawando with Americans for 
Progress review the issues. Also, the 
next election is about the economy and 
social issues, Fernando interviews 
undecided Iowa voters on qualities they 
want in the White House that will 
tackle these major issue.   

          
          
          
          
          

         
 


