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Based upon WDSU-TV's involvement in its community and input from community leaders and civic 
organizations, WDSU-TV has determined the following issues are the chief concerns of the New Orleans 
Community: 
 
•Crime 
In the city of New Orleans, non-fatal and fatal shooting incidents averaged 10 per week in 2016.  In a third of 
the cases someone was killed.  That fact equates to more shootings, per capita, in New Orleans than the 
Chicago.  As a result, in 2017 the City announced a $40 million safety plan that includes new police cars, 
security cameras and additional policing of the streets.  
 
•Education 
In a school system that had few charter schools before Hurricane Katrina, 62% of student in New Orleans were 
enrolled in a “failing” school.  And half did not graduate.  Today, 90% are enrolled in Charter Schools, 75% are 
graduating on time, and the percentage of students testing at grade level increased by 77%.  Now, charters 
schools are being returned to the control of the Orleans Parish public school system.  What will happen to the 
improvement trend?      
 
•Housing 
More than a decade since Hurricane Katrina, blight still exists in parts of New Orleans, while brand new 
gleaming condominium developments rise.  Has the promise of a 46% increase in home values since Hurricane 
Katrina been extended to all residents?  More than 20,000 low-income families are on a waiting list for 
federally funded rental housing vouchers in New Orleans.  HUD supported redevelopment of several housing 
projects in New Orleans has created more mixed-income, mixed-use neighborhoods.  Are these new 
communities locking former resident out? Or, are they creating safer and more promising environments its 
residents.  Which is best for New Orleans?  
 
•Economy/Jobs 
The confluence of four factors, misfortunes that have all come in rapid succession, has created a perilous 
economic reality for New Orleans and the state of Louisiana. (1) The over-production of oil, while generally a 
good outcome for consumers at the gas pump, has had a profoundly negative impact on the state’s economy. As 
of September 2016, Louisiana has lost more than 20,000 oil industry workers as the number of active rigs in the 
state declined more than 70 percent (2) Louisiana is in a budget crisis, facing a $300M deficit.  The remedy for 
this crisis led to factor (3), tax increases. Effective April 1, 2016 Louisiana residents and tourist who shop in the 
state, began paying more in taxes.  The majority of the taxes have fallen on individual consumers and less on 
the business community.  The state now has the highest average sales tax rate in the entire country. And finally, 
(4) the effects of the 2016 August floods has caused significant distress to residents and the state.   
 
Drug/Opioid Addiction 
WDSU and Hearst Television will examine the effects of opioid addiction in Southeast Louisiana. This 
epidemic, sweeping the nation, is having devastating effects in Southeast Louisiana.  A series of stories, town 
hall meetings and aggressive rotation of public service announcements will bring greater attention to resources 
and tips to address this disease.   
 



 
 

Date 
 

Program 
Time/ 

Duration 
Issue Description 

 1.1.17 6am Sunday 
Morning Newscast 

6:37 
2:15 

Flooding/Levees Holiday cleanup in the area now 
includes Christmas tree recycling. The 
trees are picked up and will be used as 
part of a coastal restoration program. 

 1.1.17 5pm Newscast 5:01 
:30 

 Crime When police respond to a report of 
shots fired in the mid-city area, they 
discover the body of the first murder 
victim of the year. Neighbors say that 
crimes like that don’t happen often in 
the area and that the neighborhood is 
usually a safe and quiet area. 

1.1.17 Matter Fact  30:00 Education This week on MATTER OF FACT with 
Soledad O'Brien we explore the college 
readiness gap with outgoing Secretary of 
Education, John King. King sits down with 
Soledad to discuss the best practices for high 
schools and the challenges of integrating 
technology into curriculums for our youngest 
students.   
Plus, Matter of Fact Correspondent Diane 
Roberts looks at the student loan debt crippling 
America's economy and impacting the buying 
power of millennials.  We examine President 
Elect Trump's student loan repayment plan and 
look at its impact on borrowers.   
Then we are joined by the head of the Anti-
Defamation League, Jonathan Greenblatt, for a 
conversation about hate speech in America. 
 Soledad delves into the issues presented by 
social media, the question of censorship, and 
the responsibility of public figures in shaping 
acceptable political discourse.  
And, a unique approach to teaching young 
people to be fiscally responsible.  A rapper 
takes on a teaching moment with high 
schoolers to make a point about financial 
literacy.  
 

1.1.17 Meet the Press 
10am /230am 

60:00 Economy Columnist Gerard Baker; journalist 
Dean Bacquet; panel discussion with 
Ari Fleischer, Joe Lockhart and Nicolle 
Wallace; panel discussion with Claire 
Atkinson, Hal Boedeker, Dave 
Folkenflik and Gabe Sherman 

 1.2.17 4pm Newscast 4:09 
1:10 

 Economy/Jobs The annual Allstate Sugar Bowl in 
New Orleans brings in large crowds 
and this year is no different, with 
supporters from Oklahoma and 
Alabama here for their respective 
teams. Though rainy weather cancelled 
one outdoor event, hotels and 
businesses say that the crowds are good 
this year. 



 1.3.17 10pm Newscast 10:00 
1:50 

 Levees/Flooding A new levee protection plan could 
bring much-needed protection to areas 
of the north shore from flooding from 
Lake Pontchartrain. Residents and 
businesses are happy and hope to see 
the project approved and completed. 

1.4.17  10pm Newscast 10:15 
:40 

 Economy/Jobs The Macy’s store in Kenner’s 
struggling Esplanade Mall will be 
closing. The chain announced that it 
will be closing 100 stores nationwide 
due to slow sales.  

1.5.17   4pm Newscast  4:10 
1:30 

 Economy/Jobs Adding to the local store closings, 
Sears and Kmart announced that two 
stores in the area would close. Macy’s 
had announced earlier that the store in 
the Esplanade Mall would close soon. 

1.8.17 Meet the Press 
10am /230am 

60:00 Economy Defense Secretary Ash Carter; 
Kellyanne Conway, counselor to 
President-elect Donald Trump; Sen. 
Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.); Sen. John 
McCain (R-Ariz.); roundtable 
discussion with David Brooks, Donna 
Edwards, Andrea Mitchell and Rick 
Santelli. 

1.9.17   4pm Newscast  4:08 
1:30 

 Education A popular Jefferson Parish charter 
school, the International School of 
Louisiana in Metairie announced that 
the school would be closing. The 
school is highly rated and parents are 
upset that the board decided to close 
the school. 

 1.10.17 5pm Newscast  5:03 
1:40  

Crime  New Orleans Mayor Mitch Landrieu 
meets with city officials to propose a 
new plan to make the French Quarter 
area safer, particularly in light of recent 
terrorist incidents in Europe. Of 
particular concern, is the popular 
Bourbon Street area. 

 1.11.17  6am Early 
Morning News 

6:36 
:30 

 Health/Hospitals Children’s Hospital breaks ground on a 
new facility, expanding their current 
hospital to include a new emergency 
department and an expanded cancer 
center.  

 1.12.17 5pm Newscast 5:01 
1:30 

 Health/Hospitals Governor John Bel Edwards celebrates 
the anniversary of the state’s Medicaid 
Expansion Plan that he signed into 
effect six months ago. The expansion 
has helped almost 50 thousand 
residents receive preventative 
healthcare. 

1.13.17 6pm Newscast  6:05 Levees/Flooding Changes to FEMA’s flood insurance 



!:50 Housing rate map could mean that some of the 
residents of the Old Mandeville area 
could see their flood insurance rates go 
down as a result. 

1.15.17 Meet the Press 
10am /230am 

60:00 Economy Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.); 
President-elect Donald Trump's Chief 
of Staff Reince Priebus; Rep. John 
Lewis (D-Ga.); roundtable discussion 
with Helene Cooper, Jeffrey Goldberg, 
Rich Lowry and Danielle Pletka. 

1.16.17  Early Morning First 
News 4:30am  

 4:32 
2:20 

Crime A string of shootings over the weekend 
leaves six people injured including a 5-
month old girl. In the Algiers area of 
one of the shootings, residents want 
change as the crime rate grows. 

 1.17.17 4pm Newscast 4:27 
1:30 

 Education Parents attend a Jefferson Parish 
School Board meeting to oppose plans 
to re-zone the district and possibly 
close at least two schools. 

 1.18.17 6am Morning 
Newscast 

 6:04 
1:30 

Housing A housing advocacy group is speaking 
before the New Orleans City Council 
asking them to pass an ordinance that 
would improve living conditions for 
renters across the city by making 
landlords accountable for conditions. 

 1.20.17 4pm News   4:00 
1:50 

 

 Crime A Westwego police officer and a 
pregnant woman are gunned down by 
the woman’s former boyfriend. 
Officers identify and locate the suspect. 

1.22.17 Meet the Press 
10am /230am 

60:00 Economy  President Trump counselor Kellyanne 
Conway; Senate minority leader Chuck 
Schumer (D-N.Y.); Colony Capital 
founder Tom Barrack; a roundtable 
discussion with Hugh Hewitt, Eliana 
Johnson, Chris Matthews and Kristen 
Welker. 

1.22.17 Matter of Fact  
530am/1100pm 

30:00 Economy This week on MATTER OF FACT with Soledad 
O'Brien, a look at the state of the American Dream 
as Donald Trump becomes the 45th President. 
Coming from Federal Hall in New York, the site of 
President George Washington's first Inauguration, 
we look at the challenges the country faces and the 
hopes the hold for the future.  To start Soledad sits 
down with an emerging voice among conservatives, 
Oren Cass, a senior fellow at the Manhattan 
Institute, where he focuses on energy, the 
environment, and antipoverty policy.   Cass, 
the domestic policy director for Mitt Romney’s 
presidential campaign in 2011–12, outlines 
conservative policy approaches on spending, 
climate change, environmental regulation, and 
job growth as he shares his advice for the new 
President 

 1.23.17 4pm Newscast  4:09 Crime Police officials release a sketch of a 



:45 person of interest in the high profile hit 
and run death of a man on New Year’s 
Day. 

1.24.17  6am Early Morning 
Newscast 

6:45 
:50 

 Health/Hospitals Louisiana’s US Senator Bill Cassidy 
presents a draft of a proposal he will 
make to the Senate for an alternative to 
the Affordable Healthcare Act, which 
the president said he wanted to 
overhaul. 

1.25.17 6pm Newscast 6:18 
2:30 

State of 
Addiction 

Louisiana is seeing a spike in opioid 
overdose deaths. Medical officials say 
that the problems stem from the misuse 
of opioid prescriptions and that many 
of those caught up in the spiral of 
addiction are not always those who 
would be seen as the stereotypical drug 
addict.  

1.26.17  6pm Newscast 6:12 
:50 

 Education Jefferson Parish President Mike Yenni 
introduces the members of an 
educational task force that he has 
formed to come up with ideas for 
improving student test scores in the 
parish. 

1.26.17 
 

6pm Newscast 6:17 
2:30 

State of 
Addiction 

A local family whose son’s addiction to 
prescription opioids lead to a heroin 
addiction, discuss how his addiction 
took a toll on the family and how 
various treatment programs and help 
from family and friends, finally helped 
the son overcome his addiction. 

1.29.17 Meet the Press 
10am /230am 

60:00 Economy White House Chief of Staff Reince 
Priebus; Sen. Tim Kaine (D-Va.); 
journalist Tom Brokaw; roundtable 
discussion with Doris Kearns Goodwin, 
Tom Friedman, Michael Steele and 
Kimberley Strassel. 

1.30.17  4pm Newscast  4:06 
:30 

 Crime Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s officials say 
they have booked a suspect in a triple 
murder case. The suspect was already 
in custody on a drug charge when he 
was arrested in the triple murder. 

1.31.17  5pm Newscast 5:00 
1:40 

 Health/Hospitals 
Jobs/Economy 

A primary healthcare center on the 
Northshore announces that it is shutting 
down, closing a health center and 
potentially leaving hundreds of 
employees without jobs. 

 2.3.17 5pm Newscast 5:10 
:55 

 Levees/Flooding FEMA and a federal fund for hazard 
mitigation is putting in almost 80 
million dollars into a flood protection 
project in Slidell that is part of a project 
to repair and update drainage and 



infrastructure. 
2.3.17 6pm Newscast 6:16 

2:30 
State of 

Addiction 
A man whose addictions to opioids and 
eventually heroin, lead to him losing 
his marriage, job and home, discusses 
how he wants to turn his life around 
and how he is struggling to stay sober 
but is determined to rebuild his life. 

2.6.17 Meet the Press 
10am /230am 

60:00 Economy Vice President Mike Pence; House 
Speaker Paul Ryan; House Minority 
Leader Nancy Pelosi; roundtable 
discussion with Alex Castellanos, 
Andrea Mitchell, Danielle Pletka and 
Tavis Smiley. 

 2.7.17 6am Morning 
Newscast 

6:03 
1:15 

 Levees/Flooding A major drainage repair project along a 
popular uptown parade route has finally 
finished just in time for Mardi Gras. 
The project, though planned to have a 
positive impact on flooding in the flood 
prone uptown area, has caused 
problems for residents and employees 
along the route.  

 2.9.17 4pm Newscast 4:17 
1:30  

 Education Work is almost complete on the new 
Northshore Technical Community 
College, after nearly a decade of 
planning and development. Local 
residents are happy about opportunity. 

2.10.17  6pm Newscast  6 :23 
2:10 

State of 
Addiction 

Addiction specialists at the Odyssey 
House in New Orleans tell what signs 
and symptoms to look for if people 
suspect someone close to them is 
addicted to opioids. 

2.12.17 Meet the Press 
10am /230am 

60:00 Economy White House senior policy adviser 
Stephen Miller; Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-
Vt.); former Sen. Jim Webb; roundtable 
discussion with Katty Kay, Pat 
McCrory, Eugene Robinson and Greta 
Van Susteren. 

 2.14.17 5pm Newscast 5:08 
1:30 

 Economy/Jobs New Orleans will have a busy weekend 
ahead with the NBA All-Star events, 
Mardi Gras parades and a number of 
big conventions also in town. City 
officials are excited that this will put a 
good spotlight on the city and bring in 
millions of tourism dollars for the area. 

 2.18.17 6pm Saturday 
Newscast 

6:31 
:30 

 Health/Hospitals Louisiana’s expansion of the Medicaid 
program has brought down the state’s 
uninsured rate. The federal government 
is picking up most of the cost of the 
expansion program but officials say the 
program could be threatened, as 
Congress looks to dismantle the 



Affordable Care Act. 
2.19.17 Meet the Press 

10am /230am 
60:00 Economy White House Chief of Staff Reince 

Priebus; Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.); 
former U.S. Secretary of Defense Leon 
Panetta; a roundtable discussion with 
David Brooks, Donna Edwards, Hugh 
Hewitt and Amy Walter. 

2.21.17   4pm Newscast 4:03 
1:30 

 Housing An attempt to get people removed from 
many of the homeless encampments in 
the city and get them into proper 
housing, is proving to be difficult for 
officials as many of the homeless 
refuse help and return to encampments. 

 2.23.17 6pm Newscast  6:00 
1:15 

 Crime Police search for suspects after an 
afternoon shooting off a popular street 
leaves one person dead and two other 
injured.  

 2.25.17 10pm Saturday 
Night Newscast 

10:01 
1:30 

 Crime A reportedly drunk driver plows 
through a group of people watching the 
popular Endymion parade on one of the 
busiest parade days of the season. 
Dozens are injured but there were no 
fatalities. 

2.26.17 Meet the Press 
10am /230am 

60:00 Economy Sen. Tom Cotton (R-Ark.); Gov. John 
Hickenlooper (D-Colo.); roundtable 
discussion with journalists Helene 
Cooper, Eliana Johnson, Ramesh 
Ponnuru and Gerald Seib. 

2.26.17 Matter of Fact  
530am/1100pm 

30:00 Politics/Economy Coming up this week on MATTER OF FACT, activists and 
elected officials meet at the annual Conservative Political 
Action Conference to discuss policy initiatives and policy 
dilemmas. Dr. Mohammed Zuhdi Jasser, a Muslim 
American, son of Syrian immigrants, US Navy vet, and 
physician, is scheduled to speak to the conference about the 
war against political Islam. Dr. Jasser joins Soledad 
O'Brien to discuss his conservative values, his support for 
the Trump administration travel bans, what he describes as 
the Democratic Party's "pandering" to the Muslim 
community, and how he thinks Muslims can reconcile their 
Muslim and American identities within the conservative 
movement. The Trump immigration plan calls for hiring 
10,000 additional immigration officers and 5,000 more 
border patrol agents. Nothing is said about relief for the 
250 Immigration judges facing a backlog of half a million 
deportation cases. New Immigration rules could throw 
millions more into their courts. Judge John Gossart, a 30 
year veteran of the bench, talks with Soledad about the case 
loads, the priorities, and what it's like to decide who will 
stay in the U.S. and who will go. 

 2.28.17 10pm Newscast 10:01 
1:45 

 Economy/Jobs Other than the drunk driving accident 
during one of the parades, officials feel 
that Mardi Gras 2017 was a success 
and has brought in both money and 
good publicity for the city. 

3.1.17   5pm Newscast 5:00 
1:45  

 Crime Members of the New Orleans LGBTQ 
community are on edge after two 
transgender women are murdered 
within 48-hours of each other. Police 



actively seek two persons of interest in 
one of the cases. 

3.2.17  6pm Newscast 6:22 
:45  

State of 
Addiction 

The American Medical Association is 
now urging physicians to consider 
using alternatives when treating patient 
pain. Local doctors also say that, if 
opioids are prescribed, they 
recommend that doctors discuss the 
time limit and goals of pain 
management. 

 3.2.17 4pm Newscast  4 :01 
1:30 

Crime A rash of car burglaries in a New 
Orleans East neighborhood have 
residents on edge. Residents in the area 
are worried that the police are not 
responding to the incidents but police 
say that many times, the residents do 
not report the incidents to police.  

 3.4.17 9am Saturday 
Morning Newscast 

9:03 
:30 

 Housing Residents whose homes were damaged 
in the recent tornadoes and who may 
have had trouble with their insurance 
claims may be able to get additional 
help from FEMA with possible short 
term rentals, lodging reimbursement 
and funds for certain repairs. 

3.4.17 
 

Saturday 6pm 
Newscast 

6:36 
3:00 

State of 
Addiction 

A woman, trying to overcome an 
addiction to heroin, describes how she 
is succeeding. She also wants to go 
public with her story to create a 
change, in insurance coverage because 
she says that without insurance, it is 
nearly impossible for addicts to receive 
the help they need. 

3.6.17 5pm Newscast 5:15 
1:20 

Health/Hospitals Local doctors report a recent spike in 
flu cases in the area. Doctors are still 
recommending the flu vaccine, even 
though the vaccine varies from year to 
year in potency.  

3.5.17 Meet the Press 
10am /230am 

60:00 Economy Sen. Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.); Sen. 
Marco Rubio (R-Fla.); former Director 
of National Intelligence James Clapper; 
roundtable discussion with Cornell 
Belcher, Tom Friedman, Danielle 
Pletka and Kimberley Strassel. 

3.5.17 Matter of Fact  
530am/1100pm 

30:00 Politics Soledad O’Brien conducted an 
exclusive national interview with 
Holocaust survivor Michael Bornstein 
for this weekend? 

3.8.17 6am Morning 
Newscast 

6:53 
:35 

Education Louisiana public schools are apparently 
on track to receive financing from the 
state for the upcoming year. The State 
Board of Elementary and Secondary 



Education is expected to pass the 
budget proposal that they will give 
state lawmakers. 

3.9.17 6pm Newscast 6:11 
1:00 

Education An elementary school in Metairie 
receives an “A” rating with a LEAP 
performance score of 104 percent. The 
score is exceptional due to the fact that 
nearly 90% of the students qualify for 
free or reduced lunches and almost 
40% of the students use English as a 
second language. 

3.10.17 4pm Newscast 4:04 
1:30 

Crime A 30-year old woman and two of her 
children are shot to death in their 
Gentilly home. Neighbors and 
authorities are stunned at the violence. 
The woman’s other child is shot but 
survives the attack. 

3.12.17 Sunday 5pm 
Newscast 

5:09 
:25 

Crime Two 12-year olds in New Orleans are 
arrested after they tried to rob a couple 
at gunpoint.  

3.12.17  Matter of Fact  
530am/1100pm 

30:00 Politics President Donald Trump is lining up 
his agenda. With the roll back of 
regulations, the promise to 
repeal and replace the Affordable Care 
Act and a new travel ban. Soledad 
O'Brien has a preview the 
ban's impact coming up this weekend 
on Matter of Fact.... 

3.12.17 Meet the Press 
10am /230am 

60:00 Economy Secretary of Health and Human 
Services Tom Price; Gov. John Kasich 
(R-Ohio); former Secretary of Health 
and Human Services Kathleen 
Sebelius; roundtable discussion with 
David Brooks, Helene Cooper, 
Stephanie Cutter and Rick Santelli. 

 3.13.17 4:30am First News  4:35 
:20 

 Crime 
Economy/Jobs 

Residents and business owners in the 
French Quarter will have an 
opportunity to discuss the newly 
approved security plan for the French 
Quarter. The plan requires bars to close 
their doors at 3am and install video 
cameras outside. Some business owners 
say that the plan will adversely affect 
their businesses. 

3.15.17  6am Morning 
Newscast 

6:00 
1:15  

Crime Three people are shot to death in a 
Metairie apartment. Neighbors are 
stunned at the violence while police 
search for suspects. 

3.16.17 6pm Newscast 6:07 
:45 

Education The Louisiana Recovery School 
District has a new superintendent. The 
RSD has been able to turn around some 



of the poorest performing schools into 
some of the most successful within a 
decade. 

3.16.17 6pm Newscast 6:19 
2:20 

State of 
Addiction 

A local orthopedic surgeon says that he 
has seen a change in what national 
organizations, such as the CDC, now 
recommend for patients when 
prescribing opioids for patient pain 
management. The doctor said that 
previously, guidelines would focus on 
what the CDC termed “High Risk” 
patients, but now medical organizations 
focus on all patients as possible risks.  

 3.17.17 6pm Newscast 6:02 
1:30  

Crime The spike in crime in the Algiers area 
has residents expressing their growing 
concerns at a community meeting. 
Residents tell officials that they no 
longer feel safe. 

3.19.17 Meet the Press 
10am /230am 

60:00 Economy Office of Management and Budget 
Director Mick Mulvaney; Sen. Susan 
Collins (R-Maine); Rep. Adam Schiff 
(D-Calif.); roundtable discussion with 
Yamiche Alcindor, Robert Costa, Katty 
Kay and George F. Will. 

3.17.17 Matter of Fact  
530am/1100pm 

30:00 Politics All eyes are on the House Intelligence 
Committee this week, when they hold 
their first hearing investigating 
allegations that Russia meddled in the 
Presidential election. Soledad O'Brien 
takes a look at what to expect on 
this weekend's Matter of Fact. 
Plus…for years, the Department of 
Veterans Affairs has been under heavy 
criticism for failures in serving 
veterans. Newly confirmed VA 
Secretary David Shulkin promises to 
change that – starting with mental 
health services for veterans who 
receive a less than honorable discharge. 

 3.20.17 10pm Newscast  10:15 
1:00 

 Levees/Flooding Residents in an area of St. Tammany 
Parish are concerned about the effects 
of a Corps of Engineers project that 
will reclaim 300 acres of marsh that 
have been lost. Thought the Corps says 
the project will reduce flooding risk, 
residents are concerned that it will 
make flooding worse. 

 3.21.17 4pm Newscast 4:32 
1:00  

Health/Hospitals The U.S. Congress held a hearing on 
the growing abuse of the opioid drug, 
Fentanyl, and how the country is in a 
“crisis” with opioid abuse. 



 3.21.17 6pm Newscast  6:17 
:20  

Education Louisiana’s public schools could lose 
over 73 million dollars under President 
Trump’s budget proposal. 

 3.22.17 6am Morning 
Newscast 

6:18 
:30  

Health/Hospitals State lawmakers are trying to stop cuts 
to an adolescent mental health 
program. 

 3.23.17 6pm Newscast  6:11 
:40 

Jobs/Economy The city set a tourism record last year 
with more than 10 million visitors who 
spent over an estimated 7 billion 
dollars, according to the 2016 New 
Orleans Area Visitor Profile study. 

3.26.17 Meet the Press 
10am /230am 

60:00 Economy Office of Management and Budget 
Director Mick Mulvaney; Sen. Mike 
Lee (R-Utah); Rep. Charlie Dent (R-
Pa.); Sen. Mark Warner (D-Va.); Gov. 
Jerry Brown (D-Calif.); roundtable 
discussion with Tom Brokaw, Hugh 
Hewitt, Eliana Johnson and Joy Reid. 

3.26.17 Matter of Fact  
530am/1100pm 

30:00 Economy This week on MATTER OF FACT, with hate crimes on the 
rise in some of the nation's largest urban areas, Matter of 
Fact explores the possible causes, dissects data on the 
victims, and explores what we know about those 
perpetrating the crimes.  Jessica Gomez, filling in for 
Soledad O'Brien, discusses the numbers and the patterns 
with Brian Levin, a former New York City police officer and 
criminologist who's been tracking hate crimes, with the 
help of the FBI, since the 1980's.  He's the Director of the 
Center for the Study of Hate and Extremism at California 
State University-San Bernadino.  Levin breaks down his 
most recent findings and explains why he says "all violence 
is local."  
 
Then, we visit the Sikh community in suburban Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. Victims of a hate crime in 2012 when a gunman 
opened fire at the Sikh Temple, 6 members of the 
congregation were killed.  We visit with the son of one of 
the victims to find out how the current political climate is 
affecting the community's healing.  Many Sikhs find 
themselves mistaken for Muslims and are experiencing 
incidents that threaten their safety.  The community 
responds to the threats and how they are moving forward 
in the face of increased fears.  
 
Plus, Tony McAleer, a former White Supremacist and skin 
head recruiter, sits down with Jessica Gomez to talk about 
his regrets, his rehabilitation, and his effort to help other 
disentangle themselves from the life he once lived.   It's an 
intense and personal discussion of what draws people to 
the White Supremacist movement, and about his new 
organization, Life After Hate, and its efforts in restorative 
justice.  
 
Plus, Dr. David Shulkin, the new Secretary for Veterans 
Affairs, talks about treating Post Traumatic Stress Disorder 
and why overcoming the stigma of the disease is the 
biggest challenge facing the veterans who suffer from it.  
 
Finally, a Muslim Marine on a cross country quest to open 
a dialogue about Islam with people he's just met.  He's 
standing on street corners all over America with a sign that 
says, "Ask Me Anything."  Well, it's working. 

 
3.27.17  4pm Newscast  4:02 

1:45 
State of 

Addiction 
The Orleans Parish Coroner announced 
that there were more drug related 



deaths than homicides last year in New 
Orleans. The coroner also says that the 
main drug killing people is opioids. 

3.28.17 6pm Newscast 6:14 
:45 

State of 
Addiction 

As the number of opioid overdoses 
skyrockets in the metro area, officials 
say the toll could have been much 
worse if the life-saving drug Naloxone 
were not available. Officials say having 
the drug readily available saves lives. 

3.30.17 6pm Newscast 6:17 
2:30 

State of 
Addiction 

Local health leaders are calling on 
doctors to offer alternatives to opioids 
for pain management. Opioid addiction 
is being recognized as a national health 
crisis. 

3.31.17 4pm Newscast 4:32 
1:15 

Housing New requirements will take effect for 
residents who want to rent out their 
homes on a short-term basis. The 
controversial program has been 
partially blamed for part of the housing 
problem in the metro area. 

1.1.17to 
3.31.17 

PSA’s   Station airs various PSA’s throughout 
the quarter that covers the issues of the 
community.    

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2017 1st QUARTER MEET THE PRESS TOPICS 

Chuck Todd is NBC News Political Director and the moderator of "Meet the Press," the flagship Sunday Morning public 
affairs program and longest-running broadcast in television history. 

"Meet the Press" airs on WDSU TV on Sunday’s from 10a-11a CST and again 230a-330a 
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