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Based upon WDSU-TV's involvement in its community and input from 

community leaders and civic organizations, WDSU-TV has determined the 

following issues are the chief concerns of the New Orleans Community: 

 

•Crime 

Street crimes, turf wars, and the sale and use of illegal drugs and 

guns are a serious threat to the community and its residents, particularly 

young people. 

 

•Housing 

The lack of affordable housing is one of the most serious 

issues facing residents who are trying to return to New Orleans. 

Efforts to revitalize housing and stabilize prices are fundamental to the 

economic success of the city. 

 

•Health 

An inadequate health care system and the shortage of hospitals, clinics 

and medical personnel in the area are profound issues 

of concern for residents and businesses alike. 

 

 

•Education 

The status of the troubled Orleans Parish school system and of students, 

parents and teachers, along with the challenge of rebuilding the educational 

infrastructure, are pressing challenges in the post-Katrina environment.  

 

 

•Levee Protection 

The condition of repairs to the levee system by the Army Corps of Engineers 

is a fundamental concern for residents as they decide whether to return New 

Orleans and rebuild.  The security and stability of the levees are essential for 

the growth and resurgence of the city.  



•Economy/Jobs 

The economy of New Orleans and surrounding parishes will affect 

individuals’ abilities to return home, make above-minimum wages and 

support families. What are leaders doing to keep companies from leaving the 

city and to recruit new businesses, and what measures are they taking to 

address high levels of poverty in New Orleans? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Date 

 

Program 

Time/ 

Duration 

Issue Description 

7.1.15 WDSU News @ 

6pm 

 6:07 

1:45 

Crime More than a month after the shooting 

death of a HANO officer on duty, the 

police still have not made an arrest in 

the murder. 

7.2.15  WDSU News @ 

5pm 

5:06 

2:15 

 Crime Police investigate the reported rape of a 

7-year-old girl in a New Orleans East 

apartment complex. 

 7.3.15 WDSU News This 

Morning 

6:06 

1:40 

Jobs/Economy  The Essence Music Fest kicks off in 

New Orleans. The festival of music and 

information is a nationally known event 

that brings in millions of dollars for the 

city. 

 7.4.15 WDSU News 10pm 

Saturday 

10:04 

1:15  

Jobs/Economy  The Riverwalk is packed with visitors 

and locals for the Go Forth on the 

River fireworks show. The 25th year of 

the fireworks spectacular continues to 

bring in large crowds. 

 

7.5.15 

  

Meet the Press 60:00 Jobs/Economy   GOP CANDIDATE SEN. TED 

CRUZ; AUTHOR TA-NEHISI 

COATES; UPDATE FROM VIENNA 

ON IRAN NUCLEAR DEAL 

 “A TIME FOR TRUTH”: His new 

book, “A Time for Truth: Reigniting 

the Miracle of America,” reinforces 

Sen. Ted Cruz’s presidential platform 

as a fighter for economic growth, the 

Constitution and a limited government. 

 7.6.15 WDSU News @ 

4pm 

 4:31 

:25 

Crime A community action group wants the 

mayor to drop a Work-Stop order at the 

under construction and controversial 

prison. 

7.8.15 WDSU News This 

Morning 

 6:03 

1:15 

Crime  A man is dead and a woman is 

recovering after both were shot in two 

separate incidents in New Orleans 

overnight. 

 7.10.15 WDSU News @ 

4pm 

 4:06 

:25 

Health  A state of the art medical center is now 

under construction. Once completed, 

the new rehab facility will treat brain 

injuries and concussions. 

 7.11.15 WDSU News @ 

5pm Weekend 

5:09 

:25 

 Education A newly renovated school shows off  

the renovations in an open house for 

students and parents. The Arise 

Academy underwent over 20 million 



dollar in upgrades.  

7.12.15 Meet the Press 60:00 Jobs/Economy SC GOV. HALEY ON CONFEDERATE 

BATTLE FLAG; SEN. CORKER ON IRAN 

NUCLEAR TALKS 

  

THE RISE OF A GOP STAR, AGAIN - South 

Carolina Governor Nikki Haley has once again 

emerged as a rising star of the Republican Party 

– and a potential VP pick for the eventual GOP 

nominee – after the Confederate battle flag’s 

removal from the South Carolina statehouse 

this Friday. Chuck talks to the governor about 

her plans to address the other concerns of 

minorities in the Palmetto State. 

 7.15.15 WDSU News This 

Morning 

 6:08 

:35 

Jobs/Economy Two organizations hold job fairs in the 

city. Harrah’s Casino and the New 

Orleans Jazz Market look to fill open 

positions in their respective companies. 

7.15.15 

  

Meet the Press 60:00 Jobs/Economy   GOP CANDIDATE SEN. TED 

CRUZ; AUTHOR TA-NEHISI 

COATES; UPDATE FROM VIENNA 

ON IRAN NUCLEAR DEAL 

  

“A TIME FOR TRUTH”: His new 

book, “A Time for Truth: Reigniting 

the Miracle of America,” reinforces 

Sen. Ted Cruz’s presidential platform 

as a fighter for economic growth, the 

Constitution and a limited government. 

7.16.15  WDSU News @ 

6pm 

6:09 

:25 

Health Same sex couples who work for the 

state can now apply for health 

insurance.  

7.19.15 Meet the Press 60:00 Crime/Economy A gunman opened fire at two military centers 

in Chattanooga on Thursday, killing four U.S. 

Marines. Is Tennessee attack “a new normal” in 

domestic terrorism?  As the investigation into 

this act of lone-wolf terrorism develops, Chuck 

speaks with Michael Leiter about the tragic 

shooting and the rise of domestic terrorism. - 

As illegal immigration becomes the hot button 

issue of the 2016 presidential race at the 

moment, members of Congress continue to 

disagree on what immigration reform would 

look like. Chuck speaks with Rep. Joaquin 

Castro and Rep. Raul Labrador about 

“sanctuary cities,” border security and more. 

 7.20.15 WDSU News @ 

5pm 

5:14 

:30 

Education  A New Orleans online charter school 

announces that the school is now 

enrolling students for the fall semester.  

7.22.15  WDSU News @ 

6pm 

6:05 

1:00 

Crime  New Orleans Police Chief Michael 

Harrison announces new strategies to 



combat the increasing violent crime 

rates in the city. He says he is 

increasing overtime for current officers 

and that 27 new recruits will soon 

finish field training. 

 7.24.15 WDSU News @ 

4pm 

4:02 

1:30 

 Crime A shooting at a movie theater in 

Lafayette brings concerns about safety 

in public venues here in the New 

Orleans area. 

7.26.15 Meet the Press 60:00 Economy Economic populism has become a 

front-and-center issue in the 2016 

presidential race; minimum wage, trade 

and income equality are significant 

issues animating activists on both sides. 

Sunday’s roundtable discusses the 

latest in the GOP’s struggle with 

immigration and the rise of Donald 

Trump, the controversy surrounding 

Planned Parenthood and new numbers 

from Iowa and New Hampshire from 

the latest NBC News/Marist poll. 

 7.27.15 WDSU News This 

Morning 

6:35 

1:30 

 Education The Salvation Army starts a school 

supply drive to help students in the area 

who have trouble affording school 

supplies. 

 7.29.15 WDSU News @ 

10pm 

10:03 

1:45 

 

Levees/Floodin

g 

An unexpectedly strong storm rolls 

through the area causing street flooding 

in uptown areas that have historically 

been prone to flooding. 

 8.1.15 WDSU News @ 

5pm Weekend 

 5:01 

2:00 

 Health The new University Medical Center, 

more than four years in the building 

and built to replace Charity Hospital 

which was closed after Hurricane 

Katrina, officially opens. The new 

center is a state-of-the-art teaching 

hospital. 

8.2.15 Meet the Press 60:00 Crime/Economy/

Jobs 

DONALD TRUMP; RNC & DNC CHAIRS 

ON THE 1ST DEBATE; DR. BEN CARSON 

The DNC Chair joins Chuck to talk about the 

2016 Democratic race, selling the Iran deal, and 

the shift in US/Cuban relations. In the wake of 

another shooting, Chuck will discuss police 

recruitment and training with Commissioner 

Charles Ramsey, the Co-Chair of President 

Obama’s Task Force on 21st Century Policing. 

What is working? What needs to be fixed? 

 8.3.15 WDSU News @ 

6pm 

6:04 

2:45 

 Housing As the anniversary of Hurricane 

Katrina approaches, residents are still 



battling for Road Home funds to finally 

finish and repair their homes. 

8.3.15 Voters First Forum 120:00 Economy/Jobs As part of our ongoing Commitment 2016 

initiative The Forum, which is sponsored by 

New Hampshire's Union Leader newspaper as 

well as the Cedar Rapids Iowa Gazette and the 

Post and Courier in Charleston, South Carolina, 

is currently scheduled to include 14 

Presidential candidates: Rick Santorum, Carly 

Fiorina, Lindsey Graham, Ben Carson, George 

Pataki, John Kasich, Bobby Jindal, Scott 

Walker, Rand Paul, Rick Perry, Jeb Bush, 

Marco Rubio, Chris Christie and Ted Cruz.  

The Forum was held at the New Hampshire 

Institute of Politics at St. Anselm College in 

Goffstown, New Hampshire 

8.5.15 WDSU News @ 

5pm 

5:13 

2:50 

 Housing As the anniversary of Hurricane 

Katrina approaches, the city celebrates 

Habitat for Humanity and how the 

organization has helped numerous 

residents move either back into their 

repaired homes or into a newly built 

affordable home.  

 8.7.15 WDSU News @ 

5pm 

5:07 

:35 

 Crime The police identify a suspect in the 

robbery of a popular sno-ball stand in 

the middle of the day. The police also 

suspect him in another robbery at an 

uptown school earlier this summer. 

8.9.15 Meet the Press 60:00 Economy Real estate magnate and Republican 

presidential candidate Donald Trump is driving 

headlines in his criticism of Fox News, with a 

rescinded invitation from the Red State 

Gathering and from his performance at 

Thursday evening’s GOP debate. Thursday’s 

debate is argued to have most helped Ohio 

Governor John Kasich, who benefitted from the 

home-state crowd and earned attention with his 

answer on same-sex marriage Sen. Marco 

Rubio sits down with Chuck Todd in Miami to 

talk at length on the pressing issues of 

immigration, foreign policy and more, as 

columnists and pundits declare him one of the 

winners of Thursday’s debate. Thursday 

marked the 50th anniversary of the Voting 

Rights Act, landmark federal legislation 

preventing racial discrimination in voting. 

Martin Luther King III and Andrew Young 

reflect with Chuck on the state of equality in 

the country and why nothing has been done two 

years after the Supreme Court tasked Congress 

with amending the Act. 

     



8.10.15  WDSU News This 

Morning 

6:26 

:30 

Education  Nearly three years after Hurricane Isaac 

closed East St. John High School, the 

newly repaired school reopens and 

officials show off upgrades and repairs 

at an open house. 

8.11.15  WDSU News @ 

5pm 

5:08 

:30 

 Crime Government officials warn residents 

that if they are seeking to register for 

Section 8 housing, that there is a scam 

going on that is trying to take their 

money and steal their identities. 

 8.11.15 

 

WDSU News @ 

10pm 

10:05 

:35 

Levees/Floodin

g  

The “MR-GO Must Go” coalition calls 

for federal funding to fix the wetlands 

damage caused by the federally built 

shipping channel that most blame for a 

large portion of the flooding that 

destroyed the area during Hurricane 

Katrina. 

 8.13.15 WDSU News @ 

5pm 

 5:07 

1:00 

Jobs/Economy Veterans had the chance to meet 

potential employers at a job fair set up 

to hire veterans. The Recruit Military 

job fair, set up at the Superdome, and 

had dozens of potential employers 

looking to hire veterans. 

8.14.15 WDSU News @ 

6pm 

6 :00 

1:30 

Crime  One man is in custody and police are 

searching for a second man who they 

say are responsible for a string of 

armed robberies in the uptown area. 

8.16.15 Meet the Press 60:00 Economy - Republican presidential frontrunner 

Donald Trump talks face-to-face with 

Chuck Todd in Iowa for a wide-ranging 

conversation about the presidential field, 

the economy, immigration and foreign 

policy. In a sign of continued problems for 

Hillary Clinton, Sen. Bernie Sanders is 

now leading the Democratic presidential 

pack in New Hampshire. According to a 

new poll this week from Franklin Pierce 

University and the Boston Herald, he’s 

ahead of Clinton 44 percent to 37 percent 

among likely Democratic primary voters. 

Chuck talks with Sanders about his new 

frontrunner status and what it means for 

the future of his campaign and the party. 

 8.17.15 WDSU News @ 

5pm 

5:07 

:25 

 Economy/Jobs Mayor Landrieu signs an ordinance that 

gives city contracted workers a pay 

raise to over ten dollars an hour plus 

they will also have a minimum of seven 

paid sick days. 



8.19.15  WDSU News This 

Morning 

6:06 

1:45 

 Education The Recovery School District 

celebrates the opening of the new 

McDonogh 42 Elementary School. The 

original was destroyed during 

Hurricane Katrina. Residents and 

officials are happy that the school is 

back for the students in the area. 

8.20.15  WDSU News @ 

5pm 

5:00 

1:45 

 Levees/Floods As Hurricane Danny, the first hurricane 

of the Atlantic storm season, churns 

toward Puerto Rico, local officials are 

also keeping an eye on it and state that 

the facilities are prepared for any storm 

event that may come this way. 

8.21.15  WDSU News @ 

10pm 

10:02 

1:30 

 Crime A brazen robbery at a popular uptown 

restaurant has residents concerned and 

police searching for the three suspects. 

8.24.15  WDSU News @ 

4pm 

4:32 

1:15 

 Housing HUD announced changes to the Road 

Home Program which gave grants to 

thousands of residents to assist with 

elevating their homes damaged in 

Hurricane Katrina. Some homeowners 

were told to pay back the loans if the 

funds weren’t used for elevation. A 

new amendment says that some 

homeowners won’t have to repay the 

loans.  

8.24.15 to 

8.30.15 

WDSU 

News/Katrina 

Anniversary 

Specials 

 Housing/Economy/ 

Levees/Flood 
August marked the 10 year 

Anniversary of Hurricane Katrina.  

WDSU produced 45 special reports, 

five half-hour specials, a "Chronicle" 

documentary and four-hours of live 

coverage from across our viewing area 

on 8-29-15. Our work was informative 

and emotional; reflective and forward-

looking.  

8.25.15  WDSU News This 

Morning 

 6:04 

1:15 

Crime A Louisiana State Trooper was shot 

and killed by a motorist the trooper was 

trying to help. Authorities also believe 

that the shooter is also responsible for 

the murder of his roommate.  

8.25.15 

 

WDSU News @ 

5pm 

 Housing Hurricane Katrina destroyed over 60% 

of housing in New Orleans but in the 

decade since, housing prices have 

surged in the metro area. 

 8.28.15 WDSU News @ 

4pm 

4:05 

:45  

 Housing Mayor Mitch Landrieu cuts the ribbon 

on the new Bienville Basin Community 



Development which was formerly the 

Iberville Housing Projects. The new 

mixed-income units include more than 

300 units. 

8.30.15 Meet the Press 60:00 Economy Trymaine Lee, MSNBC national 

correspondent, revisits the lower Ninth Ward 

where he covered Hurricane Katrina ten years 

ago for The Times- Picayune, and author 

Malcolm Gladwell talks with Chuck about 

what social science data is saying about the 

effect of hurricane evacuations. Did some parts 

of New Orleans have to be destroyed in order 

to be saved? 

8.31.15  WDSU News @ 

10pm 

10:05 

:30 

 Health The administration of Governor Bobby 

Jindal told a federal judge that the state 

can cut Planned Parenthood from its 

Medicaid program but Planned 

parenthood says the move will limit 

health services, which they say is a 

violation of federal law. 

 9.1.15 WDSU News @ 

6pm 

6:02 

1:50 

Health St Tammany Parish officials bring in 

the Northlake Behavioral health 

System to operate the parish’s mental 

health treatment facility. 

9.2.15  WDSU News Early 

This Morning 

5:07 

:45  

Crime Candidates for Parish President discuss 

how they would tackle the crime 

problem at a forum hosted by a crime 

fighters group. 

9.3.15  WDSU News @ 

5pm 

5 :11 

:40  

Levees/Flooding The streetcars along St. Charles 

between Louisiana and Jefferson are 

running again after a three month 

construction project wrapped up. The 

popular streetcar line was suspended 

while crews worked on part of a multi- 

parish flood control project. 

 9.4.15 WDSU News @ 

5pm 

5:08 

:20 

 Health In Algiers, the West Nile Virus has 

been detected in mosquitoes and New 

Orleans is urging people to protect 

themselves by wearing long-sleeved 

clothing, reducing outdoor activity until 

after dusk and to remove standing 

water from around their homes. 

 9.6.15 WDSU News 9am 

Sunday 

9:21 

2:00  

Economy/Jobs The French Quarter celebrates the 3rd 

Annual Down the River Festival which 

celebrates the Mississippi River and its 

impact on both the city and the country. 

9.6.15 Meet the Press 60:00 Economy/Jobs EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW: FORMER SEC. 

OF STATE COLIN POWELL ON IRAN 



NUCLEAR DEAL, 2016, & MORE Chuck sits 

down with AFL-CIO President Richard 

Trumka for insight into what presidential 

candidates will need to do to win support from 

the organized labor movement as well as his 

upcoming march with Vice President Joe Biden 

in Pittsburgh on Labor Day. 

 9.7.15 WDSU News @ 

10pm 

10:03 

2:15 

 Economy/Jobs The 44th Annual Southern Decadence 

party in New Orleans wraps up. The 

colorful and extravagant 5-day party 

brings in crowds of people and tourists 

to the area. 

 9.8.15 WDSU News @ 

4pm 

4:17 

:25  

Education Nicholls State University has fewer 

students for the fifth straight year but 

the decline wasn’t as steep as 

projections expected.  

 9.9.15 WDSU News @ 

4pm 

 4:05 

:35 

 Crime Three brothers plead guilty to a variety 

of federal charges including the 

Mother’s Day 2013 shooting spree that 

injured over 20 people. 

 9.10.15 WDSU News @ 

4pm 

4:06 

:30 

Economy/Jobs  A group of fast food workers will be 

marching to City Hall to demand an 

increase in minimum wage. It is part of 

a nationwide protest for cooks and 

cashiers. 

9.11.15 WDSU News 

5am to 3pm 

 Health The event is held every year in honor 

of those who lost their lives in the Sept. 

11, 2001 terrorist attacks. The Blood 

Center hosts the Battle of the Badges 

outside the WDSU studios. 

Each year the annual blood drive pits 

the New Orleans Fire Department 

against the New Orleans Police 

Department in a friendly competition. 

Members of the public can pledge their 

blood donations to either the NOFD or 

the NOPD when they come to the 

event. 

 9.11.15 WDSU News @ 

6pm 

 6:02 

1:45 

Crime  A police officer comes across a murder 

in progress and as he pursues suspects, 

he is wounded. Police across multiple 

parishes become involved in the hunt 

for the suspects. 

9.13.15 Meet the Press 60:00 Economy Sen. Bernie Sanders joins the show live 

from South Carolina to talk his 

widening leads on Hillary Clinton in 

Iowa and New Hampshire as well as 



the state of his presidential campaign. 

New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie’s name 

emerged this week in news outside of 

the election cycle, as the Bridgegate 

investigation returned to the headlines 

with the resignation of United Airlines 

CEO. He joins Chuck live to discuss 

this, the latest in his presidential 

campaign and more. 

 9.14.15 WDSU News This 

Morning 

 6:03 

1:30 

 Crime The new New Orleans Parish jail opens 

today. The controversial facility will 

house inmates in a state-of-the-art 

facility costs $145 million dollars. 

 9.16.15 WDSU News @ 

6pm 

 6:08 

:45 

Health 

Economy/Jobs  

Parish officials announce a new 

veterans facility will be built in 

Jefferson Parish and when completed, 

the facility will help veterans in the 

area and will also hire several hundred 

staff members. 

9.18.15 WDSU News @ 

10pm 

 10:01 

1:30 

 Crime After a rise in crime in the Lakeview 

area, residents begin pushing for more 

crime cameras in their area and are 

partnering with Project NOLA for the 

cameras. 

9.20.15 Meet the Press 60:00 Economy DONALD TRUMP, GOV. JOHN KASICH, 

DR. BEN CA Donald Trump joins the show to 

discuss the latest controversy from his town 

hall this week, his debate performance and 

more. RSON, JPMC CEO JAMIE DIMON  

Gov. Kasich, along with Sen. Rubio, was seen 

by many as having done well in Wednesday’s 

Republican presidential debate, but for 

conservative Republicans, his answers on the 

Iran nuclear deal weren’t exciting and almost 

identical to the talking points from Hillary 

Clinton and President Obama. Chuck talks with 

Gov. Kasich about his next steps as a 

candidate. Chuck dives into the latest on the 

Democratic presidential race – how Hillary 

Clinton is running for her party to hold onto the 

White House for a third consecutive term (like 

Gore) and the growing possibility of a 

presidential run from Vice President Joe Biden. 

 9.21.15 WDSU News @ 

5pm 

5:17 

:45 

 Health Louisiana ranks fourth in the nation for 

the highest obesity rates. In 2014 the 

12th annual ‘State of Obesity’ report 

said that 34.9% of adults in Louisiana 

were obese. That is nearly a 10% 

increase from ten years ago. 



 9.23.15 WDSU News @ 

4pm 

4:38 

1:20  

 Education A ribbon cutting ceremony took place 

at the new McDonough 35 High 

School. The new state of the art facility 

is one of the schools rebuilt since 

Hurricane Katrina 

 9.25.15 WDSU News @ 

5pm 

5:08 

2:10  

 Crime For the second time in a month, an 

uptown restaurant is robbed at gunpoint 

and police are not ruling out the 

possibility that the two crimes are 

related. Businesses in the area express 

their concern at the growing crime rate. 

9.27.15 Meet the Press 60:00 Economy HILLARY CLINTON ON EMAIL 

FALLOUT: “THERE’S ONLY SO MUCH 

THAT I CAN CONTROL” 

ALSO: Clinton on Emails: “It is like a drip, 

drip, drip” Carly Fiorina Exclusively to Chuck 

Todd: “Planned Parenthood is aborting fetuses 

alive to harvest their brains...That is a fact” 

New NBC News/WSJ Poll Shows Trump & 

Carson Virtually Tied Republican presidential 

candidate Carly Fiorina also exclusively joined 

the show, defending her comments at the last 

presidential debate: “Planned Parenthood is 

aborting fetuses alive to harvest their brains and 

other body parts. That is a fact….And 

taxpayers are paying for it.” 

 9.29.15 WDSU News This 

Morning 

 6:36 

:20 

Housing The New Orleans Planning 

Commission is meeting to discuss the 

issue of short-term rentals. The legality 

of the rentals and how the system is 

creating an affordable rental shortage in 

the city will be discussed. 

 9.29.15 WDSU News @ 

6pm 

 6:10 

:20 

Education Two local schools have been honored 

with academic achievement awards 

from the Department of Education. 

 9.30.15 WDSU News This 

Morning 

6:35 

:25 

 Education Education Superintendent John White 

says that Common Core test results will 

be released on Oct. 12. More than 320 

thousand students took the test. 
 


