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Based upon WDSU-TV's involvement in its community and input from community leaders and civic 
organizations, WDSU-TV has determined the following issues are the chief concerns of the New Orleans 

Community: 
 

•Crime 
In the city of New Orleans, non-fatal and fatal shooting incidents averaged 10 per week in 2016.  In a third of 
the cases someone was killed.  That fact equates to more shootings, per capita, in New Orleans than the 
Chicago.  As a result, in 2017 the City announced a $40 million safety plan that includes new police cars, 
security cameras and additional policing of the streets.  
 
•Education 
In a school system that had few charter schools before Hurricane Katrina, 62% of student in New Orleans were 
enrolled in a “failing” school.  And half did not graduate.  Today, 90% are enrolled in Charter Schools, 75% are 
graduating on time, and the percentage of students testing at grade level increased by 77%.  Now, charters 
schools are being returned to the control of the Orleans Parish public school system.  What will happen to the 
improvement trend?      
 
•Housing 
More than a decade since Hurricane Katrina, blight still exists in parts of New Orleans, while brand new 
gleaming condominium developments rise.  Has the promise of a 46% increase in home values since Hurricane 
Katrina been extended to all residents?  More than 20,000 low-income families are on a waiting list for 
federally funded rental housing vouchers in New Orleans.  HUD supported redevelopment of several housing 
projects in New Orleans has created more mixed-income, mixed-use neighborhoods.  Are these new 
communities locking former resident out? Or, are they creating safer and more promising environments its 
residents.  Which is best for New Orleans?  
 
•Economy/Jobs 
The confluence of four factors, misfortunes that have all come in rapid succession, has created a perilous 
economic reality for New Orleans and the state of Louisiana. (1) The over-production of oil, while generally a 
good outcome for consumers at the gas pump, has had a profoundly negative impact on the state’s economy. As 
of September 2016, Louisiana has lost more than 20,000 oil industry workers as the number of active rigs in the 
state declined more than 70 percent (2) Louisiana is in a budget crisis, facing a $300M deficit.  The remedy for 
this crisis led to factor (3), tax increases. Effective April 1, 2016 Louisiana residents and tourist who shop in the 
state, began paying more in taxes.  The majority of the taxes have fallen on individual consumers and less on 
the business community.  The state now has the highest average sales tax rate in the entire country. And finally, 
(4) the effects of the 2016 August floods has caused significant distress to residents and the state.   
 
Drug/Opioid Addiction 
WDSU and Hearst Television will examine the effects of opioid addiction in Southeast Louisiana. This 
epidemic, sweeping the nation, is having devastating effects in Southeast Louisiana.  A series of stories, town 
hall meetings and aggressive rotation of public service announcements will bring greater attention to resources 
and tips to address this disease.   
 



 
Date 

 
Program 

Time/ 
Duration 

Issue Description 

10.1.17  Sunday 5pm 
newscast  

5:08 
:45 

 

 Economy/Jobs The annual Gretna Fest continues to 
grow after 23 years and this year was 
no different. On the final day of the 
three-day festival, officials say that the 
fest is still drawing large crowds and 
that the Fest is able to support 
westbank businesses and organizations. 

 10.2.17 4pm Newscast 4:05 
1:30  

Flooding/Levee 
Protection 

Once again, streets metro-wide are 
inundated after a heavy rainstorm leads 
to flooding and street closures and the 
pumping capacity of the city’s pumping 
stations are questioned. 

 10.2.17 6pm Newscast 6:15 
1:30 

Crime  A Kenner toddler is dead and his 
mother is being charged with second 
degree murder in the child’s death. 
Authorities say the mother, who is 
pregnant with her fifth child, is accused 
of abuse and neglect in the death of the 
two-year-old. 

10.4.17  First Edition 
4:30am Newscast 

4:35 
:45 

 Crime After the mass casualty shooting in Las 
Vegas, the Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s 
office offers to come to businesses and 
give them advice on safety and security 
in active shooter training strategies. 

10.5.17  Morning  
6am Newscast 

 6:08 
:35  

Flood/Levee 
Protection  

With another tropical storm brewing in 
the tropics, city and parish officials are 
still concerned about the state of the 
city’s pumps and turbines. 

10.6.17  Early Morning 
5am Newscast 

5:06 
:50  

Flood/Levee 
Protection 

As Tropical Storm Nate moves into the 
Gulf and with forecasters predicting a 
landfall near the Louisiana coastline, 
Jefferson Parish updates the situation 
with their flood protection efforts and 
pumping capacity. 

 10.8.17 Sunday Morning  
8am Newscast 

8:37 
2:15  

Flood/Levee 
Protection 

Hurricane Nate weakens into a tropical 
storm as it crosses one of Louisiana’s 
most flood prone areas and moves into 
coastal Mississippi. The damage to 
fragile Plaquemines Parish is minimal 
and authorities are thankful. 

 10.9.17 6pm Newscast  6:04 
:25 

Education Orleans Parish school officials express 
concern if three millages on the 
upcoming ballot don’t pass. The 
millages generate almost 38-million 
dollars a year and are up for renewal in 
the upcoming election. 

 10.10.17 4pm Newscast 4:32 
:25 

Health/Hospitals  After years of looking for a private 
operator, the board that controls East 
Jefferson General Hospital has 



accepted a Letter of Intent to lease the 
hospital to the University Healthcare 
System. 

10.12.17  5pm Newscast  5:08 
1:45 

Crime Problems with contamination inside the 
NOPD Property and Evidence room 
could affect the cases that are tied to 
the evidence stored there.  

 10.13.17 Early Morning  
5am Newscast 

5:00 
:45  

Crime An NOPD officer is shot and killed in 
New Orleans East after he and several 
other officers stop a suspect who opens 
fire on the officers. 

10.14.17  Saturday 
6pm Newscast 

6:34 
1:50 

State of 
Addiction  

National Congressional members will 
take up the battle against opioid 
addiction when the law makers work 
on proposals that they hope to pass by 
the end of the year. 

 10.15.17 Sunday Morning 
6am Newscast 

6:19 
:20  

Education  Jefferson Parish school officials 
announce that the last date for students 
to apply for the Advanced Study 
Academies in the parish is Friday. All 
students must test for acceptance. 

10.17.17  4pm Newscast 4:01 
1:05 

 Crime A toddler is murdered in the Bywater 
area and the child’s father is arrested 
for the crime which shocks neighbors 
and the police. 

10.18.17 5pm Newscast 5:10 
:50 

State of 
Addiction 

City leaders unveil a comprehensive 
plan to address the growing opioid and 
overdose crisis in New Orleans. City 
officials want to increase access to 
treatment programs and promote 
education and awareness programs for 
residents. 

 10.20.17 Early Morning 
News 

6:02 
:25  

 Crime Three men are shot in three separate 
incidents overnight in New Orleans. 
Police are investigating and believe that 
the shootings are not related. 

 10.20.17 6pm Newscast 6:11 
:20 

Jobs/Economy  The state’s unemployment rate 
improved slightly over the number last 
year, but officials say that Louisiana 
still has the sixth highest rate in the 
nation. 

 10.23.17 4pm Newscast 4:01 
1:30  

 Crime 
Economy/Jobs 

After scathing reports of sexual 
harassment surface against star chef 
John Besh and some of his company 
managers, Besh steps down from the 
restaurant group he founded. 

10.23.17 5pm Newscast 5:13 
1:05 

State of 
Addiction 

The new Townsend Recovery Center 
opens in a hospital in New Orleans 
East. Officials say that the 36-bed 
facility will be a big help in the city’s 
fight against addiction. 



10.26.17 5am Morning 
Newscast 

5:04 
:30 

State of 
Addiction 

Governor John Bel Edwards will be at 
the White House today to attend a 
session on the nations’ opioid crisis. He 
will meet with national officials to 
discuss ways to fight the crisis. 

 10.27.17 Early Morning 
Newscast 

6:17 
:30  

Education  Louisiana’s Higher Education Board is 
asking for almost two-hundred million 
dollars more in funding for colleges in 
next year’s budget. Due to the state’s 
budget crisis, the board believes the 
request could be a long shot. 

10.28.17  Saturday 
6pm Newscast 

6:18 
:25  

State of 
Addiction 

The state takes part in a nationwide 
effort to get powerful prescription 
drugs off the streets in the National 
Drug Take Back Day. Events were held 
throughout the metro area to encourage 
residents to safely dispose of 
prescription drugs. 

10.29.17  Sunday 
5pm Newscast 

5:15 
:20  

Education The Louisiana Department of 
Education is launching a teacher 
training initiative and begins looking 
for an institution to house what will be 
known as the Louisiana Educator 
Research Consortium for a five-year 
period. 

11.1.17 5pm Newscast 5:17 
1:30 

Economy/Jobs The planned expansion of the Michoud 
facility in New Orleans East will 
reportedly bring in many more new 
jobs to the area.  

11.2.17 10pm Newscast 10:03 
:25 

Crime The search continues for a missing 76-
year-old woman who has been missing 
for more than three weeks. He car was 
found off of a street in the area last 
week but no trace of the woman has 
been found. 

11.3.17 6pm Newscast 6:17 
2:10 

Health/Hospitals An update on the soon-to-be opened St. 
Tammany Parish Hospital Emergency 
Center, which is scheduled to open in a 
couple of weeks. The facility is 
partnered with the main Oschsner 
hospital campus in New Orleans. With 
the growing population on the 
Northshore, residents and officials are 
pleased with the expansion. 

11.4.17 Saturday 
10pm Newscast 

10:04 
2:00 

Housing Some residents in New Orleans East 
are opposed to a city plan to turn a plot 
of land in their neighborhood into a 
homeless village.  

11.8.17  5am Early Morning 
Newscast 

5:37 
:25  

State of 
Addiction 

The New Orleans City Council will 
meet to discuss different ways to try 
and stop the opioid epidemic during a 



Criminal Justice Committee meeting. 
The city’s Health Director will also be 
attending the meeting. 

11.9.17  5pm Newscast  5:18 
:45 

State of 
Addiction 

A ten-million-dollar addiction 
treatment center is set to open in Abita 
Springs next month. The Longbranch 
Recovery Center is the largest 
investment in addiction in the state 
since Katrina. 

11.10.17  6pm Newscast 6:11 
:20  

State of 
Addiction  

According to the prescription drug 
monitoring program, the number of 
opioid prescriptions dropped by two 
percent from the year before Medicaid 
expansion to the year after. 

11.14.17  6pm Newscast 6:05 
:30  

State of 
Addiction 

Louisiana Attorney General Jeff 
Landry joins 43 other State Attorneys 
asking Congress to repeal a 2016 law 
that took away the DEA’s ability to 
suspend drug manufactures who pose a 
danger to public health. 

11.18.17  Saturday 
6pm Newscast 

6:15 
1:45  

State of 
Addiction 

A mother in Maryland who lost her son 
to a heroin overdose, begins a program 
to help the homeless in her area. 
Officials have seen a correlation 
between homelessness and addiction 
and the mother feels that letting helping 
them can help those homeless who are 
addicted recover. 

11.20.17  4pm Newscast 4:26 
:30  

Education Jefferson Parish voters reject a millage 
to increase teacher salaries but school 
officials are looking at another plan to 
get a pay raise for parish teachers. 

11.23.17  6pm Newscast 6:17 
2:30  

State of 
Addiction 

A treatment center in Mississippi is 
using dogs as a part of its therapy to 
treat people with addictions. Officials 
at the Capstone Treatment Center say 
that the bond patients build with the 
dogs helps them with their progress 
toward sobriety. 

11.25.17  Saturday 
6pm Newscast 

6:29 
1:10  

State of 
Addiction 

Facebook founder Mark Zuckerburg is 
getting in on the fight against opioid 
addiction as he conducts townhall 
meetings across the country. The social 
media founder says that Facebook is 
currently working to filter ads from 
individuals and companies that market 
and sell illegal opioids. 

 11.26.17 Sunday 
8am Morning 

Newscast 

 8:38 
1:20 

Economy/Jobs The 44th Annual Bayou Classic ends on 
a high note as the city estimates that the 
game and events drew in almost 70 
thousand people to New Orleans. 



 11.27.17 6pm Newscast 6:07 
:25  

Education Hundreds of the state’s educators will 
train to become mentors to aspiring 
teachers in part of the state’s “Believe 
and Prepare” program to equip the 
state’s educators. 

11.28.17  4pm Newscast 4:30 
1:30  

Economy/Jobs The ongoing, delayed and increasingly 
controversial construction along 
popular Bourbon Street to repair and 
replace drainage lines is still not 
completed and has had a negative and 
expensive affect on businesses that 
depend on customer accessibility.  

 11.30.17 6pm Newscast 6:17 
1:10 

 Education According to a report from the 
Louisiana Department of Education, 
only 3% of Head Start and Early 
Education providers earned an 
Excellent Rating.  

12.4.17  5pm Newscast 5:01 
1:10  

Crime St. Tammany Parish deputies say that 
they have arrested the man responsible 
for a crime spree that included stabbing 
his estranged wife to death. 

 12.7.17 Early Morning  
6am Newscast 

6:04 
:30  

Housing According to a new report by the 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, the number of homeless 
in the state is going down, but 
nationwide, the numbers are increasing. 

 12.9.17 Saturday Morning 
8am Newscast 

 8:34 
:15 

Housing With temperatures dropping in a cold 
snap, city officials are encouraging the 
city’s homeless population, to go to the 
city shelters for safety. 

12.11.17  4pm Newscast 4:11 
1:15 

 Flood/Levee 
Protection 

St. Tammany Parish leaders break 
ground on a massive water retaining 
pond that will help stop flooding in that 
part of east St. Tammany Parish. 

12.13.17  First News 
4:30am Newscast 

4:27 
:50 

Economy/Jobs  Plans to redevelop the abandoned, 
decaying Six Flags Amusement Park 
site in New Orleans East have fallen 
through once again, disappointing city 
officials and residents in the area who 
want to make the site an economic 
addition to the area. 

12.18.17  6pm Newscast 6:00 
1:20  

Crime  A father and son are arrested and are 
facing felony charges for making 
threats against an uptown New Orleans 
high school.  

 12.21.17 6pm Newscast 6:07 
1:10 

Housing 
Economy/Jobs  

Developers who plan on converting 
some properties in the Bywater are into 
a hotel, meet with some opposition 
from residents in the area who say that 
the community doesn’t need a hotel but 
needs more affordable housing.  



 12.23.17 Saturday Morning 
6am Newscast 

6:22 
1:35 

 Economy/Jobs Numerous local businesses take 
advantage of the last-minute Christmas 
rush as people get ready for the holiday 
season. Businesses say that the crowds 
are often a financial boon for them this 
time of year. 

 12.25.17 Early Morning 
5am Newscast  

5:04 
:30  

 Crime It was a violent holiday weekend in the 
metro area with five people injured in 
four separate shootings. Police are 
looking for suspects in all of the 
incidents. 

12.27.17  10pm Newscast 10:03 
1:10  

Economy/Jobs The upcoming Sugar Bowl college 
football game, which is one of two 
semifinal games leading to the national 
championship, is predicted to be a 
major economic impact for the area as 
thousands of people from across the 
country will be in the city for the game. 

12.31.17  Sunday 
10pm Newscast 

10:02 
:50 

Housing  New Orleans and surrounding parishes 
activate freeze plans as temperatures 
begin to drop to dangerous levels. 
Officials advise the homeless to seek 
shelter in many of the shelters that have 
increased bed space to accommodate 
the larger numbers of those seeking 
help. 

10.1.17-
12.31.17 

PSA VARIOUS   ALL ISSUES   Station airs various Public Service 
Announcements throughout the quarter 
that cover issues of the community is 
serves. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

4TH QUARTER MATTER OF FACT TOPICS 
SOLEDAD O’BRIEN HOST 

MATTER OF FACT AIRS ON WDUS TV AIRS ON SUNDDAY’S FROM 530A-600A CST ,1030p-
1100p AND AGAIN ON WDSU 6.2 MULTICAST SUNDAY’S 300A-330A 

 
SUNDAY 10-1-17 
In case you missed it, following is the information on Matter of Fact for 10/1/17.  It is being sent to you on behalf of Rita Aleman. 
This week on "Matter of Fact," the island of Puerto Rico is reeling -- its leaders and people desperately crying out for help -- nearly 
two weeks after Hurricane Maria devastated the US Territory. The needs are great -- food, medicine, gasoline, power.  "There is no 
clear organization," says Sean Williamson, an American Special Forces vet who works with an organization that sends military 
veterans to assess damage in disasters. He tells Soledad O'Brien: "We have been using the gasoline meter on the vehicles as a 
barometer for the health and psychology of the island.  As it gets lower, the situations continues to get worse." 
Then to the West Coast.  Los Angeles is not all glitz, glamor and celebrities, but home to 12 thousand manufacturers which employ 
half a million people, the largest manufacturing center in the country. Soledad visits "Make in LA," a so-called accelerator, a hub 
supporting and investing in manufacturing start-ups that create hardware or physical devices, what could be the next big idea in tech. 
More than 30 years ago, Steve Case's big idea was AOL.  The internet pioneer is still true to his entrepreneurial roots as Chairman and 
CEO of Revolution.  His mission is to get venture capitalists to invest in start-ups in the middle of the country and not just pour money 
into Silicon Valley, New York in Boston.  Case is about to embark on his latest "Rise of the Rest" tour to places like Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania, Ann Arbor, Michigan and Columbus Ohio to create more attention for the startups so there's a level playing field for 
people throughout the country to achieve the American Dream. 
Also, the deadline approaches for enrolling in their health care plans for 2018, even as confusion mounts over what kind of changes 
Congress will make to the health care system.  But beware, the time for enrollment on healthcare.gov is much shorter this year, only 
from November 1 to December 15 along with the usual shut down for maintenance. 
And amid a weeklong national discussion, touched off by President Trump. about patriotism, the flag, the national anthem and 
kneeling by professional athletes, what does the US Code say about the kinds of protests we've been witnessing?  
 
SUNDAY 10-15-17 
Following is the information for Matter of Fact airing this weekend, 10/15/17.  It comes to you on behalf of Rita Aleman. 
This week on MATTER OF FACT with Soledad O'Brien, Puerto Ricans struggle with survival issues and Congress grapples with an 
aid package.  The request from Puerto Rico:   $4.6 billion.  Some lawmakers say we need a "Marshall Plan" for the island, similar to 
government efforts to rebuild Europe post-WWII.  With 3.5 million Americans living in Puerto Rico, we ask the question, could we 
turn tragedy into prosperity for the island?   Luis Fortuno, former Governor of Puerto Rico, and the island's first Secretary of 
Economic Development and Commerce, sits down with Soledad to discuss comeback strategies, and the long-term plan that could turn 
Puerto Rico into an economic powerhouse.  
Plus, a special report on female veterans at risk for death by suicide.  Diane Roberts goes to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania to talk with a 
woman who has turned the loss of her sister into a quest to help other female veterans.  Hear the story of Michele Langhorst, an Army 
veteran who enlisted, served 9 years, including a tour in Afghanistan, and returned, seemingly ready to conquer her civilian life.  With 
a job, plans for law school, and a meaningful social life, all seemed well.  But it ended suddenly.  It's an emotional story about the 
hidden wounds of war, and the needs female veterans have that are often overlooked.   
Then, retired General Peter Chiarelli, former Vice Chief of Staff for the Army, joins Soledad in studio to talk about the army's efforts 
to bring down the suicide rate among veterans.  Hear an important discussion about post traumatic stress, the research on diagnosis 
and treatment, and the connection between traumatic brain injury and PTSD.   Find out why he thinks female veterans are at increased 
risk and what can be done to alleviate their pain.  
And, monitoring the social media histories of 43 million foreign born Americans.  We'll explain why the Department of Homeland 
Security will collect and store social media information on new legal immigrants, permanent alien residents, and naturalized U.S. 
Citizens starting next week.    
Finally, the Pause Pod. Billed as the "world's first private pop up space," this kickstarter product is the brainchild of problem solving 
designers in Sweden.  Marketed as a place to decompress from over stimulation, it's designed for office use.  Would you set up a pause 
pod by your cubicle?  Find out why it's trending.  
 
SUNDAY 10-21-17 
This week on "MATTER OF FACT" with Soledad O'Brien, examining President Trump's strategy to break Congressional gridlock.  
Will his executive orders get the legislative engines moving on the Hill?   Infrastructure, immigration, health care, tax reform-- all 
stalled because of party divisions.  Democratic strategist Jamal Simmons and Republican strategist Ford O'Connell sit down with 
Soledad O'Brien to discuss the breakdown of the parties, and the breakdown of bi-partisanship.  What's the impact on governance?   
Are there any winners when Congress is gridlocked?  
Then, the enrollment period for buying health insurance on the state exchanges opens November 1st.  What will consumers find when 
they log on?   Julie Mix McPeak, Tennessee's Insurance Commissioner and President-Elect of the National Association of Insurance 



Commissioners joins Soledad for an in-depth look at how rescinding subsidies will affect access, premiums, and coverage options 
across the nation.  Find out why middle class families, who don't qualify for subsidies, could end up footing the biggest bills.  
And, workplace harassment.  With half a million stories of harassment and abuse revealed with the #METOO, and 600 thousand 
Facebook posts, have we reached the tipping point?  Chai Feldblum, Commissioner of the EEOC, joins Soledad in studio to talk about 
why victims don't report their experiences to bosses, how "silent bystander" behavior promotes a culture of consent, and how non-
disclosure agreements keep "super star harassers" on the job, and likely to repeat their offenses. 
Plus, state gun control laws, abortion restrictions, voter laws, anti-discrimination measures, and immigrant issues are all heard by 
federal judges appointed for life.   That's why an effort to end a bi-partisan tradition that lets any Senator slow or stop a confirmation 
hearing caught our attention.  We'll explain the "blue slip" tradition, and the reason the parties love it when they are in power, and hate 
it when they are not. 
Finally, the courtship of corporate giant, AMAZON.   Cities vying to be Amazon's new home town are offering everything from tax 
breaks to cupcakes, and naming rights to bright lights.  Literally.  We'll show you the creative campaigns designed to get the attention 
of the e-commerce behemoth.   Our question:  are cities giving away the store to get the order?  
 
SUNDAY 10-28-17 
This week on MATTER OF FACT from New York City:   Steve Bannon's war on the GOP establishment.  Josh Green, a journalist 
with direct access to Trump's former White House Strategist, sits down with Soledad O'Brien to discuss the fight for control of the 
Republican party, why he calls Bannon his favorite character, why he thinks Bannon should not be called a white supremacist, and 
why voters are resonating to Bannon's call to remake the face of the GOP.  
Plus, meet Stacey Abrams, a democrat running toward history in a red state.   Abrams wants to be the governor of Georgia, facing 
political odds pollsters call almost insurmountable.   A win would make her the first African American female governor in the nation.  
Matter of Fact correspondent Jessica Gomez profiles Abrams from the campaign trail, to find out why she thinks math and 
demographics are on her side.  Abrams, a lawyer and former state legislator, reveals a passion beyond politics.  Find out how her 
career as a writer of romance novels is advancing her desire to have it all.  
Then, the Democratic Party has ceded a lot of ground to Republicans since 2008.  The GOP now controls the majority of state 
legislatures, poised to redraw electoral maps after the 2020 census.  Jessica Post, the Executive Director of the Democratic Legislative 
Campaign Committee, is in charge of winning those legislative chambers back.  She joins Soledad in New York City to talk about the 
ground game in all 50 states, the way the party is using technology to target voters, and how local candidates are helping to re-frame 
the national message they think will return Democrats to power in 2018. 
And, U.S. airports opening welcome centers for Puerto Ricans fleeing their island home.  The services they could provide for 
resettlement, and the aid critical to their success.  How close did we come to bankrupting the aid fund for the victims of disasters all 
across the nation? 
With FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency) funds trickling toward a stop, we'll discuss the cash infusion that will keep 
disaster victims in Texas, California, Florida, and Puerto Rico going until recovery is complete.  
Finally, a night at the museum -- with a twist.  The National Archives in Washington, D.C. opens its doors to kids for a sleepover.  
The powerful lesson they hope to teach young people encouraged to curl up next to the Constitution.  A fun look at how history comes 
alive when it involves a scavenger hunt, an astronaut, and the vault that holds the country's founding documents.  
 
SUNDAY 11-4-17 
This week on MATTER OF FACT with Soledad O'Brien, open enrollment is underway for the state insurance exchanges.  Yet, some 
Americans think the Affordable Care Act is dead because the Trump Administration cancelled funding for the subsidies known as cost 
sharing reduction payments.  The state of Iowa is facing serious consequences.  With 72,000 residents in the exchange, just one 
provider, and premiums up by over 50%, Doug Ommen, Iowa's Insurance Commissioner,  joins Soledad from Des Moines for a 
conversation about why their state wants to pull out of the Affordable Care Act, their plan for a statewide health care system, and what 
legislative fixes they want Congress to make in order to create access and bring costs down.   
 
Then, Senator Tom Carper of Delaware joins Soledad in studio to talk about the bi-partisan effort to make the fixes Iowa is asking for.  
Carper, a Democrat, served Delaware as Governor and now as their senior Senator.   A vocal co-sponsor of the Alexander-Murray bill 
to stabilize insurance exchanges, Carper outlines the provisions of the legislation and the impact on states.  The bill has 12 Republican 
and 12 Democratic co-sponsors and enough votes to pass the Senate.  So, why can't the bill get a floor vote?   The answer may surprise 
you.  Find out what it will take to move this legislation forward.   
 
And, State of Addiction coverage.  On Wednesday, President Trump's Opioid Commission issued their final report, setting out a 
course of action to address the national health crisis.  One member of the Commission, former Congressman Patrick Kennedy, sits 
down with Soledad to discuss what the Commission accomplished, where resources should be channeled, what's missing in the report, 
and the funding challenges ahead.  Kennedy reflects on his own battle with addiction, describes how Governor Chris Christie 
promoted his participation on the Commission, and explains why he'd support Christie as that nation's next drug czar.  A fascinating 
discussion about mobilizing the nation's resources to confront this deadly epidemic.   
 
Plus, get out your pencils.  Paper ballots make a comeback next Tuesday as Virginia elects a governor.  The Russian threat to our 
voting systems is met with an old-fashioned solution.   We'll explain the change, and tell you why the state decided to take voting off 
line.  



 
Finally, New York City:   the entry point to our nation; a reminder of our heritage as a melting pot; a magnet to many from around the 
world.  So what connects us to the eight victims of the act of terror on a popular New York City bike path?   The stories of the victims 
reveal connections that transcend nationality.   It's our way to pay respect to those who lost their lives, and to those left behind. 
 
SUNDAY 11-12-17 
This Veteran’s Day Weekend, Matter of Fact with Soledad O’Brien is honoring the men and women who have served. 
You’ll meet two heroes, both Vietnam vets and recipients of the nation’s highest military award, the Medal of Honor, bestowed by the 
President on behalf of Congress following an extraordinary act of bravery.  One man received the honor in just 14 months while the 
other had to wait four decades for the medal to be draped over his chest by the President of the United States. 
In 1965, First Lieutenant Harry Barnum, amid the enemy’s heavy onslaught, led a counterattack, directing rescue helicopters to 
evacuate the dead in wounded in Ky Phu, Republic of Vietnam. In the process, Barnum saved 130 men and the greatest words he ever 
heard — “all accounted for” — was when the gunner confirmed no one was left on the battlefield.  
It was a different story for African American Staff Sgt. Melvin Morris, who served two tours of duty in Vietnam as a Green Beret.  It 
was in 1969 in Chi Lang, South Vietnam when  Morris singlehandedly destroyed the enemy force that had his battalion pinned down.  
But it would be 44 years later before he got a call from President Obama that it was time to right a wrong. In March 2014, his heroism 
in Vietnam was finally recognized.  Morris became one of 89 African Americans who have received the Medal of Honor. 
Then a Marathon Man, unlike any you’ve ever met.  Rob Jones lost both legs is an IED explosion in Afghanistan in 2010.  And the 
Marine vet is about to complete a month of marathons...31 in 31 different cities, he began in London and ends this weekend in 
Washington, D.C. 
Mission Accomplished 
 
SUNDAY 11-19-17 
This week on MATTER OF FACT with Soledad O'Brien, he's a Democrat, a former governor who ran for the President along side 
Hillary Clinton and Bernie Sanders, campaigning in 18 states for democrats hoping to take state houses and local elections.  Why he 
thinks they can win if they run without the national party.   Former Maryland Governor, Martin O'Malley, sits down with Soledad to 
talk about what he's learning while stumping for other candidates, and what they tell him about national politics and the focus on 
President Trump.   Hear his take on how most of America has moved on from the Presidential election, and why the national parties 
are still holding on.  
Then, the woman behind the congressional hearing with the executives from Facebook, Google, and Twitter.  Renee DiResta, a tech 
entrepreneur with DATA FOR DEMOCRACY, tells Soledad about how she helped Congress prepare to question the social media 
giants on their responsibility for protecting the public from fake news.   She explains how the internet promotes disinformation, how 
hijacked accounts are automating the distribution of fake news, and how bad actors all over the globe are creating real world events 
that bring protest movements together in volatile settings.  Is our democracy at risk because our biases lead us to believe fake news?  
Plus, a march for Puerto Rico this weekend hopes to generate support for federal emergency aid efforts.  The reason:  two months after 
Hurricane Maria, Puerto Rico's power grid is generating at less than 50 percent capacity, one in ten residents lacks running water, and 
at least two thousand are still homeless.   Global humanitarian, Evelyn Mejil, sits down with Soledad to talk about why she organized 
the march, how she says the hurricane turned Puerto Rico into a third world country, and why those who've fled the island are creating 
a dangerous brain drain that could have a dramatic impact on the future.  
And, our weekly feature, WE'RE PAYING ATTENTION EVEN IF YOU'RE TOO BUSY, focuses on America's state of addiction.  
Attorneys General from 44 states petition the Congress to repeal a law they say curbed the Drug Enforcement Administration's power 
to stop the sale of hundreds of millions of prescription opioids on the black market.  Find out how a bill passed by unanimous consent 
handcuffed the nation's effort to stop opioid abuse.    
Finally, the White House photographer who captured millions of memorable moments for President Reagan and President Obama.  A 
look at how Pete Souza became the official curator of both Presidential history and Presidential humanity. 
 
 
SUNDAY 11.26.17 
This week on MATTER OF FACT with Soledad O'Brien, we replace conversations about public policy challenges with a look at 
programs funded by taxpayers, that work!  The programs we explore are empirically proven to get results.  
First up, a community college program doubling graduation rates – and keeping students out of debt.   The program is called ASAP, 
Accelerated Study in Associate Programs.  Launched 11 years ago when former New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg put out a 
call for programs focused on lifting people out of poverty, the ASAP project put a simple theory to the test.  Could student success be 
fueled by eliminating the financial obstacles that can become huge road blocks?  Things like grants for transportation, child care and 
books.  Add to that, intensive counseling that tracks each student's attendance, homework, and completion rates.  The result:  
graduation rates that doubled.  Find out what made the biggest difference, and where the project goes from here.    
Then, 13 million American kids don’t know when they’ll get their next meal, and the hunger they experience is seriously hampering 
their ability to learn.  So why aren't they eating the free meals at school?   The data points to "food bullying," the practice of shaming 
children whose families can't afford to pay for lunch.  With 40% of America's students eligible for free lunch, what can be done to 
make sure they are eating?  Several large school districts decided it made economic sense to feed every student for free.  We'll tell you 
where they found the savings to cover the meals, and how it's affecting students and their grades.  



Plus, author Pat Hedley talks to Soledad O'Brien about her book, "Meet 100 People."   Hedley wrote the book as a challenge to 
millennials, who will change jobs more than often than the generations ahead of them.  As the most digitally networked generation, 
millennials often have a difficult time meeting people face to face.  So Hedley provides some real world guidance and some data on 
why your request for a job or professional advice is 34 times more likely to be received positively if you have a face to face.   It's a 
primer on networking for anyone looking to change or build their sphere of influence.   
 
SUNDAY 12-3-17 
This week on MATTER OF FACT with Soledad O'Brien, allegations of sexual misconduct piling up against the politically powerful, 
forcing leaders on Capitol Hill to grapple with their own rules of conduct, and how to hold members accountable.  That, coupled with 
revelations that Congress quietly paid out millions to handle sexual harassment settlements, leaves the public questioning the lack of 
transparency.  Ethics attorney, Melanie Sloan, who went public with accusations against veteran congressman, John Conyers (D-
Michigan), sits down with Soledad O'Brien to talk about the reporting process on the Hill, the rules that insulate members of 
Congress, and the need for reforming standards and reporting practices.   
Then, Net Neutrality.  You might need the search function on your internet browser to understand the full meaning of the term that 
summarizes the consumer's right to access all legal internet content and applications, on an equal basis.   Professor Tim Wu, of 
Columbia University Law School, coined the term for free and open access to the internet.  He talks with Soledad about the upcoming 
FCC vote that could allow internet service providers to block content, slow the streaming services from rivals, and offer fast lanes for 
preferred partners.  Wu discusses the impact on sites like Twitter, Pinterest, Reddit, and AirBNB; the reason broadband companies 
support regulation changes; and the impact on consumers, content providers, e-commerce, and democracy itself.     
Plus, a MATTER OF FACT Special Report:  Undocumented Children in Court without Counsel.   Jessica Gomez examines the plight 
of tens of thousands of children who are considered "unaccompanied minors," facing deportation, with no right to free legal counsel.  
These children are ordered to appear in immigration courts staffed by government attorneys and government appointed judges, but 
without representation.  Meet the lawyers who take on the child clients and their cases.  Find out who qualifies for legal protections 
that create a pathway to citizenship in the U.S.   
Then, our weekly feature, "We're Paying Attention Even if You are Too Busy."  Gun law proposals moving through Congress.  One 
would allow gun owners to bring legally registered firearms across state lines.  The other would close loopholes that allow people with 
criminal or mental health records to purchase guns legally.  We'll tell you what's likely to happen to these measures as they move 
through the process.   
And, finally, messy or meticulous?  Take a look at your desk.  What does it say about you?  We've got science on our side, to explain 
the benefits of clutter, and of clutter control.  It's genius!   
 
SUNDAY 12-10-17 
This week on "MATTER OF FACT with Soledad O'Brien,"  Alabama voters will elect a U.S. Senator on Tuesday in a hotly debated 
race.   Democrat Doug Jones in a tight race with Republican, Judge Roy Moore.  Moore faces multiple accusations of sexual 
misconduct with teenage girls when he was in his 30's.  Allegations he denies.  Now, with the backing of President Trump and funding 
from the Republican National Committee, Moore could cross the finish line and win the seat.  Soledad O'Brien talks with  
University of Alabama Law School Professor and noted constitutional scholar, Dr. Ron Krotoszynski, about the Senate's code of 
ethics, the jurisdiction of the Ethics Committee, and the constitutional process to expel sitting Senators.   What are the standards of 
conduct, and who sets the bar?  
Then, five million people live in Alabama.  More than 250,000 are ex-felons who've served their time in prison.  Now free, nearly 
90% of them cannot vote until they pay their court fines and fees.  Matter of Fact correspondent, Diane Roberts, shares the story of 
one man, 18 years time spent, working at a job that pays $360 a week, chipping away at $4,000 in restitution.   Now, he's suing the 
state for the right to vote, claiming the fees are a modern day poll tax.  Is it a poll tax, or payment for a debt?   
Plus, NFL wide receiver Anquan Boldin sits down with Soledad O'Brien to talk about the players who protest during the National 
Anthem, why he left football to take up their cause, the deal with the NFL for $90 million to fund player causes, and why he says no 
one should call it "hush money."   It's a must see conversation about the ongoing challenge of confronting racial inequality in America.  
And, "We're Paying Attention, Even if You're Too Busy."  A look at how the tax cuts could raise the national deficit and set off a 
series of automatic cuts to domestic programs.  Ten years of cuts triggered by a law called PayGo.  We'll explain.  
 Finally, meet a young scientist from California, running for a seat in the House of Representatives.   Her campaign is based on Star 
Trek values.   Will her Spock-like approach get her beamed into Congress? 
 
SUNDAY 12-17.17 
This week on MATTER OF FACT with Soledad O'Brien, nearly nine million children in the U.S. are at risk of losing health care 
coverage because Congress missed a re-authorization deadline.  CHIP, the Children's Health Insurance Program, expired on 
September 30, 2017.  It's astounding because the program enjoys a high level of bipartisan support.  The hold-up?  How to pay for it.  
New Hampshire's Republican Governor, Chris Sununu, joins Soledad from his office in Concord, to talk about why he thinks 
Congress needs to act now, what he's heard in conversations with the White House, and why he thinks the program should be turned 
over to the states.  
Then, crunch time on Capitol Hill as lawmakers push toward the holiday break.  The to-do list is long:  passing tax reform, avoiding a 
government shutdown, and finalizing a series of leftover spending bills.  Soledad looks at what's been accomplished with two 
freshman congressmen who've been Matter of Fact regulars.  With us at 100 days, then at 200 days, and now at 300 days, Republican 



Congressman Jim Banks of Indiana, and Democratic Congressman Raja Krishnamoorthi of Illinois, return to the studio to review their 
first year, grade their party leadership, and describe what they think they'll face in their first runs for re-election.  
Plus, Nikole Hannah-Jones, an investigative reporter for the New York Times Magazine, and winner of the MacArthur "Genius" 
award, sits down with Soledad for a surprising discussion of persistent racial segregation in America's schools.  It's been more than 
sixty years since Brown v. Board of Education, the landmark Supreme Court decision declaring separate public schools for blacks and 
whites unconstitutional.  So why is segregation worse than in the 1970's?  Find out why Hannah-Jones says it's "intentional," and how 
it's hurting America's future.  
Then, our weekly feature, We're Paying Attention.  Addressing the fate of 700,000 young immigrants called Dreamers.  The Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals Program, known as DACA, sunsets on March 6, 2018.  Lawmakers have yet to agree on a solution, 
though four replacement bills have been drafted.  We breakdown the bills, giving you a chance to decide which approach you'd 
support.   
Finally, a trend we should have seen coming.  An ugly Christmas sweater, created by an environmentally conscious brand, guaranteed 
to last for decades.  Our question:  Is this a good thing?  Find out who's behind the creation and who'll be wearing it during the 
holidays. 
 
SUNDAY 12-24-17 
This week on MATTER OF FACT with Soledad O'Brien, seasonal workers are a crucial part of retailers’ success during the holidays, 
but this year businesses are finding it hard to fill positions.  There are more than six million job openings right now across the country.  
Nearly half of those openings are in manufacturing where there is a shortage of skilled workers.  Jessica Gomez reports from 
Wisconsin on the creative ways technical schools are working with companies to fill that gap.  They explain, the demand for skilled 
workers is so high, many get started on their new careers before they’ve even graduated. 
 Then, Los Angeles is more than a hub for the entertainment industry, it’s also the largest manufacturing center in America with 
twelve-thousand companies employing half a million people.  Make in LA is a manufacturing brain trust, investing in new companies 
they hope will be tomorrow’s great successes.  They also put entrepreneurs through an intense boot camp to get startups to the next 
level.  The founders admit, more than a few tears have been shed during the tough process, but it’s a passion for those trying to change 
the manufacturing landscape. 
Plus, Steve Case is a high-tech pioneer turned investor who is also looking for the next great business idea.  Instead of focusing on the 
traditional tech hubs of Silicon Valley, New York, or Boston, he’s reaching out to entrepreneurs in places like Wisconsin, New 
Mexico, and Louisiana.  As part of his Rise of the Rest bus tour, Case is not just meeting with entrepreneurs he’s spreading a message 
to other investors, that startups are alive and well in the middle of America. 
 Then, our weekly feature, We're Paying Attention looks at a new business trend.  Car companies trying to get commitment-shy 
millennials to sign up and drive.  Several companies are testing out a car subscription service.  It’s gives drivers more flexibility than a 
long-term lease, but is more convenient than a rental.  Companies like Cadillac, Porsche, and Ford are already testing the service in 
metropolitan areas like New York, Dallas, and Los Angeles.  Volvo is getting ready to launch their own nationwide service.  
 Finally, just in time for New Year’s, how to make those resolutions stick.  Scientists say it’s not just willpower, but getting your brain 
on board with some cerebral support.  And the key to success could be as simple as being kinder to yourself. 
 
 
SUNDAY 12-31-17 
This week on MATTER OF FACT with Soledad O'Brien, a year end tribute to the men and women who serve the nation.   
You’ll meet two heroes, both Vietnam vets and recipients of the nation’s highest military award, the Medal of Honor, bestowed by the 
President on behalf of Congress following an extraordinary act of bravery.  One man received the honor in just 14 months while the 
other had to wait four decades for the medal to be draped over his chest by the President of the United States. 
 In 1965, First Lieutenant Harry Barnum, amid the enemy’s heavy onslaught, led a counterattack, directing rescue helicopters to 
evacuate the dead in wounded in Ky Phu, Republic of Vietnam. In the process, Barnum saved 130 men and the greatest words he ever 
heard — “all accounted for” — was when the gunner confirmed no one was left on the battlefield.  
 It was a different story for African American Staff Sgt. Melvin Morris, who served two tours of duty in Vietnam as a Green Beret.  It 
was in 1969 in Chi Lang, South Vietnam when Morris, single handed, destroyed the enemy force that had his battalion pinned down.  
But it would be 44 years later before he got a call from President Obama that it was time to right a wrong. In March 2014, his heroism 
in Vietnam was finally recognized.  Morris became one of 89 African Americans who have received the Medal of Honor. 
 Then a Marathon Man, unlike any you’ve ever met.  Rob Jones lost both legs in an IED explosion in Afghanistan in 2010.  Now the 
Marine vet has completed a month of marathons...31 in 31 different cities, he began in London and ended in Washington, D.C.   Find 
out how other vets are benefiting from his amazing journey. 
Then, the only woman to receive the Medal of Honor.   Mary Edwards Walker was a surgeon during the Civil War.  We'll share her 
story, and give you a look at the only memorial in the nation to honor the 2.5 million women who have served. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



4TH QUARTER MEET THE PRESS TOPICS 
Chuck Todd NBC News Political Director and the moderator of "Meet the Press," the flagship Sunday 

Morning public affairs program and longest-running broadcast in television history. 
MEET THE PRESS AIRS ON WDSU ON SUNDAY’S AT 10AM AND AGAIN AT 1135PM  

 
OCT. 1, 2017  
This morning in a live interview on “Meet the Press,” Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin defended the government’s response to the 
crisis in Puerto Rico as well as President Trump’s tweets about the island and the mayor of San Juan, telling moderator Chuck Todd: 
“When the president gets attacked, he attacks back, and I think the mayor’s comments were unfair given what the federal government 
has done.” 
Mnuchin also told Todd that the administration’s tax reform proposal’s “objective is not to give an income tax cut to the wealthy.” 
“With our plan, we actually pay down the deficit by $1 trillion,” he added. 
“The American public deserved to know how their money is being spent,” commented Mnuchin on Health and Human Services Sec. 
Tom Price’s resignation after the use of government-funded private jet travel. When asked if he regrets his own government aircraft 
requests, Mnuchin said, “I don’t.” Watch the full interview. 
Sen. Bob Corker (R-Tenn.), chair of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, exclusively spoke with Todd about North Korea: 
“Tillerson understands that every intelligence agency we have says there's no amount of economic pressure you can put on North 
Korea to get them to stop this program because they view this as their survival.” 
“If we don't ramp up the diplomatic side, it's possible that we end up cornered,” he added. 
On the administration’s tax reform proposal, Corker shared: “If it looks like to me, Chuck, we're adding one penny to the deficit, I am 
not going to be for it.” The senator also stood by his criticism of the president following the Charlottesville rally violence, telling Todd 
that he and the president “spent five minutes on this topic” when they met last week. Watch the full interview. 
Ta-Nehisi Coates, author of “We Were Eight Years in Power,” discussed his book, telling Todd that he 
“would argue that white supremacy is an indispensable factor” to the Trump presidency. Watch the full interview. 
The New York Times’ David Brooks, AEI’s Danielle Pletka, MSNBC’s Joy Reid and authorCharlie Sykes analyzed the week in 
politics on the roundtable, including the president’s tweets on Puerto Rico. Watch the conversation. 
Read the full transcript of this morning’s “Meet the Press” on MeetThePress.com. 
For more from moderator Chuck Todd throughout the week, sign up for the “First Read” newsletter, and subscribe to the “1947: The 
Meet The Press Podcast” for on-demand interviews. 
 
MTP: BUDGET CHIEF: TRUMP CALL TO SCHUMER IS MESSAGE TO GOP TO ‘KEEP YOUR PROMISES’; ON GOVT. 
JETS FROM DC TO NYC, ‘YOU’RE NOT GOING TO SEE IT AGAIN’ 
PLUS: Mulvaney on Corker: “It’s going to be fun to work with him … not running for re-election … unleashes him to do whatever -- 
and say whatever -- he wants to say” 
Feinstein on re-election: “I’m ready for a good fight” 
SUNDAY EXCLUSIVE: Scalise on tax reform: “All the rates are going to go down” 
 
OCT. 8, 2017 
Budget chief Mick Mulvaney told “Meet the Press” moderator Chuck Todd this morning that Senate Republicans’ takeaway from 
President Trump’s health care call with Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y) should be to “keep your promises. You 
promised to repeal and replace. Do it.” 
“If the question is: Is the president interested in working with Democrats to repeal and replace? That would be our language, the 
answer is yes,” said Mulvaney. “The Democrats may use a different word for that.” The OMB director also addressed the use of 
government planes to fly from Washington to New York, telling Todd: “You're not going to see it again.” 
Watch the full interview, including Mulvaney on a “much more orderly and aligned West Wing” under Chief of Staff Kelly and the 
acceptance of “short-term increases in deficits in order to get the type of tax reform that we need.” 
Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.) also joined the program, hinting to Todd that when it comes to a possible re-election run, she’s 
“ready for a good fight.” She commented on this past week’s Las Vegas shooting: “America is a gun-happy country, and I think there 
are many of us in growing numbers that don't want a gun-happy country. … I have seen over the decades is a growth of substantial 
improper use of weapons.” In an interview excerpt released ahead of air,Feinstein also addressed possible campaign contributions 
from Hollywood mogul Harvey Weinstein, who is accused of sexual harassment: ““I don't know that I've received any. I'll certainly 
take a look, and then I'll make a decision. … That’s the best I can do for you today.”Watch the full interview. 
Todd also spoke with House Majority Whip Steve Scalise (R-La.) for his first Sunday interview since the Las Vegas shooting. In an 
interview excerpt released on MSNBC’s “MTP Daily” Thursday, Scalise reacted to possible “bump stock” legislation : “A week ago 
… most people didn't know what a bump stock was. So to think that we're now all experts and know how to write some, you know, 
panacea law, it's fallacy. Let's focus on the facts.” He also addressed the administration’s tax reform plan: “All the rates are going to 
go down. The death tax will be completely repealed.” Additional excerpts released ahead of air include the representative onHurricane 
Nate, on tax reform at the ballot, Trump’s deal with the Democrats and a possible purging of GOP lawmakers unsupportive of the 
administration. Watch the full interview. 



NBC News’ Carol Lee and Kristen Welker, MSNBC’s Hugh Hewitt and The Washington Post’sEugene Robinson joined the show’s 
roundtable, where Welker broke the news that Bannon is planning a “full-on assault on the Republican establishment” beginning this 
week, targeting all incumbents excerpt for Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas) in batches of three. 
Read the full transcript of this morning’s “Meet the Press” on MeetThePress.com. 
For more from moderator Chuck Todd throughout the week, sign up for the “First Read”newsletter, and subscribe to the “1947: The 
Meet The Press Podcast” for on-demand interviews. 
 
MTP: UN AMB. HALEY: ‘GOING TO SEE US STAY IN THE DEAL,’ ‘WHOLE REASON WE’RE LOOKING AT THIS IRAN 
AGREEMENT IS BECAUSE OF NORTH KOREA’ 
PLUS: “I am glad to be living in New York … I don't want to be near the drama” 
ALSO: “If there's a problem, that's really a question for Secretary Tillerson” 
EXCLUSIVE: Ohio Gov. Kasich doesn’t rule out 2020 presidential run 
 
OCT. 15, 2017  
UN Ambassador Nikki Haley addressed the Iran nuclear deal this morning, telling “Meet the Press” moderator Chuck Todd that “right 
now, you’re going to see us stay in the deal” and “the whole reason we're looking at this Iran agreement is because of North Korea … 
What we're saying now with Iran is don't let it become the next North Korea.” 
Haley also spoke about the palace intrigue surrounding the White House: “I am glad to be living in New York … I don't want to be 
near the drama and I don't want to be near the gossip.” She added that President Trump has full confidence in Secretary of State 
Tillerson and that “if there's a problem, that's really a question for Secretary Tillerson. That's not anything for the rest of us to answer.” 
Watch the full interview. 
Ohio Gov. John Kasich, who exclusively joined the broadcast this morning, told Todd that the Trump administration’s Friday 
announcement to end health care subsidies is “outrageous”: “These were payments to insurance companies to make sure that 
hardworking Americans, who don't make a lot of money, can have their copayments taken care of. It's a subsidy to do that.” 
The governor also didn’t rule out running for president in 2020: “I don't know what I'm going to do tomorrow. You know, I will tell 
you this. The other day, with all the chaos going on, my wife said to me one morning, she said, "You know, John, I wish you were 
president." That's how I knew the country was in trouble." Watch the full interview. 
The Washington Post’s Dan Balz, NBC News’ Kasie Hunt, Demos’ Heather McGhee and The Wall Street Journal’s Kimberley 
Strassel joined the program this morning for insight and analysis, including conversations on Congress’ relationship with the White 
House and if Hollywood will change its culture because of the Weinstein accusations. 
Read the full transcript of this morning’s “Meet the Press” on MeetThePress.com. 
For more from moderator Chuck Todd throughout the week, sign up for the “First Read” newsletter, and subscribe to the “1947: The 
Meet The Press Podcast” for on-demand interviews. 
 
MTP EXCLUSIVES: GRAHAM: FALLEN SOLDIERS WERE IN NIGER ‘TO HELP ALLIES,’ SCHUMER: ‘WE HAVE ALL 48 
DEMOCRATS’ ON HEALTH CARE DEAL 
EXCLUSIVE: Graham Says Trump Administration Has “Blind Spot on Russia I Still Can’t Figure Out”  
EXCLUSIVE: Schumer: “No, I Did Not” Know We Had a Thousand Troops in Niger 
ONLY ON MEET THE PRESS: Four Female Senators Say #MeToo, Reveal Stories of Sexual Harassment 
 
 
 
OCT. 22, 2017  
In an exclusive interview this morning on “Meet the Press,” Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) told moderator Chuck Todd that he “got a 
little insight” on why the fallen four American soldiers were in Niger: “I can say this to the families: they were there to defend 
America. They were there to help allies. They were there to prevent another platform to attack America and our allies.” 
“We don’t know exactly where we’re at in the world militarily and what we’re doing. So John McCain is going to try to create a new 
system to make sure that we can answer the question why were we there, we’ll know how many soldiers are there, and if somebody 
gets killed there, that we won’t find out about it in the paper,” the senator continued. 
Graham also addressed the administration not implementing Russian sanctions: “The Trump administration is slow when it comes to 
Russia. They have a blind spot on Russia I still can't figure out. But I can tell you what happened in '16.” Watch the full interview. 
Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.) also exclusively joined the broadcast, echoing Graham: “No, I did not” know that 
we had a thousand troops in Niger. He spoke on the health care deal in Congress right now, telling Todd: “This is a good compromise. 
It took months to work out. It has a majority. It has 60 senators supporting it. We have all 48 Democrats, 12 Republicans. I would urge 
Senator McConnell to put it on the floor immediately, this week. It will pass and it will pass by a large number of votes.” 
Schumer also criticized President Trump: “This presidency doesn't get anything done. All he does is spend his time tweeting and 
degrading his so-called enemies. That doesn't work and demeans the presidency.” Watch the full interview. 
In the wake of the Harvey Weinstein allegations, “Meet the Press” reached out to every female U.S. senator, asking if any had 
#MeToo stories they were comfortable sharing with our viewers. Senators Claire McCaskill (D-Mo.), Mazie Hirono (D-Hawaii), 
Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.), and Heidi Heitkamp (D-N.D.) shared their stories – a powerful example of the prevalence of sexual 
harassment. Watch them share their experiences. 



Robert Costa of The Washington Post, Helene Cooper and Tom Friedman of The New York Times, and Danielle Pletka of the 
American Enterprise Institute joined this morning’s roundtable for insight and analysis, including a discussion on the week’s civility. 
Read the full transcript of this morning’s “Meet the Press” on MeetThePress.com. 
For more from moderator Chuck Todd throughout the week, sign up for the “First Read” newsletter, and subscribe to the “1947: The 
Meet The Press Podcast” for on-demand interviews. 
MTP EXCLUSIVE: PORTMAN SAYS TRUMP IS ‘TOO DEFENSIVE’ ON RUSSIA PROBE, ON MUELLER: ‘LET HIM GET 
TO THE BOTTOM OF IT’ 
SUNDAY EXCLUSIVE: McCaskill on Trump: “Anxious to work with him … My job’s not to fight him” 
NEW: Trump’s Approval Ratings Drops to Lowest Level Yet in NBC News/WSJ Poll 
 
OCTOBER 29, 2017  
In an exclusive live interview, Sen. Rob Portman (R-Ohio) told “Meet the Press” moderator Chuck Todd that President Trump’s 
comments on the Russia investigation this week were “too defensive.” 
“I hope Congress will encourage that the Senate Intelligence Committee … complete their work,” said Portman. “And that we support 
this investigation that the Department of Justice has now appointed this special prosecutor. Let's let him get to the bottom of it.” 
He also addressed the factions inside the Republican Party right now, telling Todd: “I don’t think it’s new,” as well as how the tax 
reform proposal will “actually be reducing the deficit.” Watch the full Portman interview. 
Sen. Claire McCaskill (D-Mo.) also exclusively joined the broadcast, and she addressed what she has in common with the president: 
“We have enough in common that he signed a number of my bills into law already. … We certainly agree on infrastructure.” She 
added: “I am anxious to work with him on those things. … My job’s not to fight him.” The Missouri senator also discussed leadership 
within the Democratic Party: “We have so many people that are trying to position themselves to run for president I think it's hard to 
say who is the leader.” Watch the full interview. 
New NBC News/Wall Street Journal poll numbers released this morning on the broadcast reveal that the president’s job approval 
rating is at 38 percent, his lowest since taking office and down five points since September. Read more from the new poll. 
After President Trump declared the nation’s opioid crisis a “health emergency” earlier this week,Huntington, W.V. Fire Chief Jan 
Rader spoke with Todd about her daily battle against the epidemic: “It's been years since we had a day where we didn't have an 
overdose.” Rader’s fight is chronicled in “Heroin(e),” a Netflix original film and an official selection of The Meet the Press Film 
Festival in Collaboration with the American Film Institute (AFI). Watch the interview. 
Republican strategist Al Cardenas, POLITICO’s Eliana Johnson, MSNBC’s Chris Matthewsand The Cook Political Report’s Amy 
Walter joined this morning’s roundtable for analysis on the week in politics, including a discussion on the divide within the GOP. 
Read the full transcript of this morning’s “Meet the Press” on MeetThePress.com. 
 
 
MTP: WARNER SAYS PAPADOPOULOS ON SENATE INTEL ‘SCREEN FOR A LONG TIME,’ EXCLUSIVE: DNC CHAIR 
CALLS BRAZILE’S ACCOUNT ‘LUDICROUS’ 
Vice Chair of Senate Intel Says Committee Has “Actually Interviewed Literally a Couple Hundred Individuals” 
EXCLUSIVE: Mueller Has Enough Evidence to Bring Charges in Flynn Investigation, Sources Tell NBC News 
Sen. Lankford on Flynn Jr.’s Role: “We’re Going to Try to Ask and Find Out” 
PLUS: “Meet the Press” Turns 70 in Special Anniversary Edition 
 
NOVEMBER 5, 2017 
Sen. Mark Warner (D-Va.), vice chair of the Senate Intelligence Committee, told “Meet the Press” moderator Chuck Todd that George 
Papadopoulos, former Trump campaign adviser who pled guilty in Mueller’s Russia probe, “had been on our screen for a long time.” 
Though he wouldn’t address if the committee has interviewed Papadopoulos, Warner told Todd that they have “actually interviewed 
literally a couple hundred individuals -- many times without actually even the knowledge of the press. We’ve worked with a lot of 
these individuals cooperatively. We’ve got more to do.” 
On the Steele dossier, Warner shared: “I wish Mr. Steele would sit down and talk to our committee. We’ve reached out. He’s refused 
to do so, so far.” Watch the full interview. 
NBC News exclusively reported this morning that federal investigators have gathered enough evidence to bring charges in their 
investigation of Michael Flynn, Trump's former national security adviser, and his son Michael Flynn Jr. as part of the probe into 
Russia's intervention in the 2016 election, according to multiple sources familiar with the investigation. Read more. 
Sen. James Lankford (R-Okla.), who also serves on the Senate Intelligence Committee, told Todd that “we’re going to try to ask and 
find out” the role of Mike Flynn, Jr. in the Russia investigation. When asked about the cooperativeness of the Flynns, Lankford 
replied, “I’m going to leave that up to the chairman and vice chairman to be able to determine how cooperative they’ve been in 
coming in and out.” 
The Oklahoma senator also said the House Republicans pushing for Mueller’s resignation are “not a threat at this point. Bob Mueller 
needs to be able to finish his investigation.” Watch the full interview. 
In an exclusive sit-down, Tom Perez, chair of the National Democratic Committee, responded to former interim DNC Chair Donna 
Brazile’s new claim that that health concerns drove considerations to replace Hillary Clinton as the party's nominee late in the 
campaign: “The charge that Hillary Clinton was somewhere incapacitated is quite frankly ludicrous.” 



On if Brazile fell for Russian propaganda: “I don't know what Donna Brazile fell for. But all I know is under the rules and bylaws of 
the Democratic National Committee, she couldn't have done this. Hillary Clinton was anything but incapacitated,” said Perez. Watch 
the exclusive interview. 
“Meet the Press,” the longest-running show in television history turns 70 years old tomorrow, and in this morning’s special 
anniversary edition, Todd recounts the broadcast’s interviews with 12 president, 82 heads of states and hundreds of distinguished 
journalists. Watch “Meet the Press” by the numbers. 
The Washington Post’s Eugene Robinson, The Wall Street Journal’s Peggy Noonan and NBC News’ Tom Brokaw and Kasie Hunt 
joined the show’s roundtable and with a nod to the anniversary, a look back on their first appearances. 
Read the full transcript of this morning’s “Meet the Press” on MeetThePress.com. 
 
 
MTP EXCLUSIVE: TOOMEY CALLS FOR MOORE TO ‘STEP ASIDE’ IN ALA. SENATE RACE, SAYS ‘STRANGE WOULD 
BE A STRONG CANDIDATE FOR A WRITE-IN’ 
PLUS: White House Legislative Affairs Director Marc Short: “If More Evidence Comes Out That Can Prove He Did This,” Moore 
“Should Be Disqualified” 
ALSO: Short: Trump “Did Insert Himself” Into Ala. Senate Race, “He Supported Luther Strange in the Primary” 
EXCLUSIVE: Minnesota Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D) Says Democrats “Have a Major Responsibility” in the Culture of Victim Shaming 
EXCLUSIVE: Klobuchar: If Moore is Elected, Expulsion Process is “One Way We Could Do It” 
 
NOV. 12, 2017 
 In an exclusive interview, Sen. Pat Toomey (R-Pa.) told “Meet the Press” moderator Chuck Todd that Alabama Senate candidate Roy 
Moore should “just step aside” afterThe Washington Post outlined stories of Moore’s relationships with teenage girls while he was in 
his early 30s, including a woman who said Moore initiated a sexual encounter with her when she was 14. 
“A write-in is something we should certainly explore,” the Pennsylvania senator said. “I think Luther Strange would be a strong 
candidate for a write-in.” 
“When someone waits 40 years before they make an accusation, you know, that raises a question itself. So it's probably not knowable. 
But there seems to be enough there that it's very disturbing,” Toomey added. Watch the full interview with Toomey, including 
discussion on Russia sanctions and tax reform. 
White House Legislative Affairs Director Marc Short joined Todd live on set and addressed the Alabama Senate race: “The people in 
Alabama know Roy Moore better than we do here in D.C., and I think we have to be very cautious, as Senator Toomey said, of 
allegations that are 40 years old that arise a month before election day.” 
On Moore, Short added: “If more evidence comes out that can prove that he did this, then sure, by all means he should be disqualified. 
But that’s a huge if, and I think we have to allow that more facts come out.” When asked if President Trump would insert himself into 
the Alabama Senate race, Short said: “He did insert himself. He supported Luther Strange in the primary against Roy Moore. People 
are forgetting that.” 
Short also discussed Russia’s election interference: President Trump “believes that after a year of investigations of tens of millions of 
taxpayer dollars, there is zero evidence of any ballot being impacted by Russian interference.” Watch the full interview. 
Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D-Minn.), the lead sponsor of a bill instituting mandatory sexual harassment training for senators and their 
aides, exclusively joined the broadcast and said that the expulsion process is “one way we could do it” if Moore is elected to the 
Senate. When asked by Todd what responsibility “Democrats have in this culture of victim shaming that became pretty prevalent in 
the '90s,” Klobuchar replied, “We have a major responsibility.” Watch the full interview. 
Charlie Cook of The Cook Political Report, David Ignatius of The Washington Post, Elise Jordan of TIME and NBC News’ Kristen 
Welker joined the broadcast’s roundtable for insight, where Welker shared that Steve Bannon’s camp is likely going to pin the Moore 
accusations on the Republican establishment as a “hit job.” 
Read the full transcript of this morning’s “Meet the Press” on MeetThePress.com, and attend the first-ever Meet the Press Film 
Festival in Collaboration with the American Film Institute (AFI) tomorrow in Washington, D.C. 
For more from moderator Chuck Todd throughout the week, sign up for the “First Read” newsletter, and subscribe to the “1947: The 
Meet The Press Podcast” for on-demand interviews. 
 
 
MTP: BUDGET DIRECTOR MULVANEY ON MOORE’S ACCUSERS: ‘I BELIEVE THEY’RE CREDIBLE. I DON’T KNOW 
WHO TO BELIEVE.’ 
EXCLUSIVE: Comstock Calls for Moore to Step Aside: “For That Matter, Al Franken Can Go Hit the Door With Him” 
EXCLUSIVE: Dingell, When Asked About Gillibrand’s Clinton Comments, Says “We’ve Got to Focus On What The Future Is” 
EXCLUSIVE: Blunt on Moore: “The Women’s Story Is More Credible Than His Response” 
PLUS: Blunt Says Tax Reform Will Pass the Senate, and “It Depends On Where The Votes Are” If It’s With Or Without Obamacare 
Repeal 
 
NOVEMBER 19, 2017 
White House Budget Director Mick Mulvaney told “Meet the Press” guest moderator Andrea Mitchell that Alabama Senate 
Republican candidate Roy Moore’s accusers are “credible.” “I don’t know who to believe,” he added. 



The budget chief also addressed the tax reform plan that passed the House this week and is now in debate in the Senate; when asked if 
President Trump would benefit from the tax cuts, Mulvaney replied: “I can't speak to the president’s taxes. I think that was sort of 
litigated by the American public during the election. I will say this, listen, the president's going to pay much higher taxes on a lot of 
his properties, excuse me, because he has properties in high tax states.”Watch the full interview. 
Reps. Barbara Comstock (R-Va.) and Debbie Dingell (D-Mich.) joined the broadcast in an exclusive joint interview to discuss sexual 
harassment on Capitol Hill and in politics. Comstock, who was the first woman in the House to call for Moore to step aside, told 
Mitchell that she still hopes “he will do that and do the right thing … For that matter, Al Franken can go hit the door with him.” 
When asked by Mitchell if Sen. Gillibrand was wrong when she said that Clinton should have resigned during the Lewinsky scandal, 
Dingell replied, “I have a thousand thoughts on all this… we've got to focus on what the future is. Doing “got you” questions to 
people like us isn't going to solve the problem. And we've got to start moving forward.” Watch the full interview. 
On Moore, Sen. Roy Blunt (R-Mo.) exclusively said: “The women's story was more credible than his response, that Alabama voters 
deserved a better choice. But they're going to have to make that decision. They know Roy Moore a whole lot better than I do. I've met 
him once.” And in terms of President Trump’s accusers, the senator said, “Whatever they had to say, people heard that. And they 
elected President Trump the president of the United States. So at some point I think you have to let the voters have a say here.” 
He also told Mitchell the tax reform bill will pass the Senate, and whether it’s with or without the repeal of the Obamacare individual 
mandate, “it depends on where the votes are.” Watch the full interview. 
The Washington Post’s Bob Costa, National Review’s Rich Lowry, MSNBC’s Joy Reid and The Cook Political Report’s Amy Walter 
joined the program’s roundtable for insight and analysis this morning, including a discussion on this defining moment in our culture 
on sexual harassment. 
Read the full transcript of this morning’s “Meet the Press” on MeetThePress.com. 
 
 
MTP EXCLUSIVE: PELOSI DEFENDS CONYERS AS ‘AN ICON IN OUR COUNTRY,’ ON IF SHE BELIEVES THE 
ACCUSERS: ‘THAT’S FOR THE ETHICS COMMITTEE TO REVIEW’ 
EXCLUSIVE: Pelosi: Conyers “Has Done a Great Deal to Protect Women” 
EXCLUSIVE: Ohio Sen. Portman Supports Retroactively Making Capitol Hill’s Sexual Harassment Settlements Public, Says “It’s 
Outrageous That Taxpayers Are Asked to Pay” 
EXCLUSIVE: Anita Hill: “Even Today, Washington Cannot Lead the Country on This Issue” 
 
NOV. 26, 2017  
On “Meet the Press with Chuck Todd,” House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) exclusively defended Rep. John Conyers (D-
Mich.) following accusations of sexual harassment, saying the 27-term congressman is “an icon in our country” who “has done a great 
deal to protect women.” 
When asked if she believes Conyers’ accusers, Pelosi told moderator Chuck Todd: “I don’t know who they are. Do you? They have 
not really come forward. That’s for the Ethics Committee to review.” 
Watch the full interview, including Pelosi on the re-litigation of President Clinton’s actions: “Why don't we talk, instead, about how 
we go forward? Nobody is proud of President Clinton's behavior at the time.” 
Sen. Rob Portman (R-Ohio) told Todd that he would support retroactively making all of Capitol Hill’s sexual harassment settlements 
public: “It’s outrageous that taxpayers are asked to pay these settlements in the first place, and yeah, we should make transparent what 
has happened.” 
On the Senate’s ethics investigation into accusations against Sen. Al Franken (D-Minn.), Portman said: “We ought to get to all the 
facts just as in the case of John Conyers, as we talked about earlier, I hope we see action on that even this week.” Watch the full 
interview, including the senator’s position on President Trump putting OMB Director Mulvaney as the acting chief of the Consumer 
Financial Protection Board. 
Anita Hill, who alleged in 1991 when Clarence Thomas was nominated to the Supreme Court that he had sexually harassed her years 
earlier when she worked for him in various government positions, exclusively joined the broadcast this morning. Hill – now a 
professor at Brandeis University – shared that “26 years ago, Washington wasn’t ready to lead on this issue, and I’m afraid even today 
Washington cannot lead the country on this issue.” She added: “I can’t say that I was entirely surprised with the “Me Too” allegations 
and the stories that came out of “Me Too,” but I am just shocked that if we cannot look at those now and see that we have a 
widespread problem in this country.” Watch the full interview. 
The Washington Post’s Michael Gerson, MSNBC’s Hugh Hewitt, Demos’ Heather McGhee and NBC News’ Katy Tur joined the 
“Meet the Press” roundtable this morning for insight and analysis, including a discussion on sexual harassment, in which Tur notes: 
“We have a very different set of standards – very clearly – for everybody else and for politicians.” 
Read the full transcript of this morning’s “Meet the Press” on MeetThePress.com. 
For more from moderator Chuck Todd throughout the week, sign up for the “First Read” newsletter, and subscribe to the “1947: The 
Meet The Press Podcast” for on-demand interviews. 
 
MTP EXCLUSIVE: FEINSTEIN: ‘WE’RE BEGINNING TO SEE … A CASE OF OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE,’ ‘A KIND OF 
INSTABILITY, UNPREDICTABILITY’ IN TRUMP WHITE HOUSE 
EXCLUSIVE: Collins Says Mueller Is “Making Progress,” Transition Conversations “Should Not Have Been Taking Place” 
EXCLUSIVE: Bossie: “It’s Clear That It Is” Trump on Access Hollywood Tape 
Todd Asks Bossie & Lewandowski About Flynn References in Book: “There Are Exactly Two. Did You Scrub Them Out?” 



 
DECEMBER 3, 2017 
In an exclusive live interview, Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.) tells “Meet the Press” moderator Chuck Todd that “what we’re 
beginning to see is the putting together of a case of obstruction of justice.” 
“We see this in the indictments, the four indictments and pleas that have just taken place, and some of the comments that are being 
made. I see it in the hyper-frenetic attitude of the White House: the comments every day, the continual tweets. And I see it, most 
importantly, in what happened with the firing of Director Comey and it is my belief that that is directly because he did not agree to lift 
the cloud of the Russia investigation. That’s obstruction of justice,” shares Feinstein. 
On the Trump White House, the California senator notes: “The concern rises with the day. … There is a kind of instability, 
unpredictability. It’s one issue after the other.” Watch the full interview. 
Mueller is “making progress,” said Sen. Susan Collins (R-Maine) exclusively to Todd. “What we do know is there were conversations 
during the transition period. During the transition period there’s still only one president and that was President Obama, so those 
conversations should not have confirmed, should not have been taking place.” 
“The president should have no comment whatsoever on either of these investigations. And the only thing that he should be doing is 
directing all of his staff and associates to fully cooperate,” said Collins. Watch the full interview, including her vote on tax reform. 
Corey Lewandowski, former Trump campaign manager, and David Bossie, deputy campaign manager to Trump for the general 
election, joined Todd live on set exclusively to discuss their new book, “Let Trump Be Trump.” Todd asked both if Flynn references 
in the book were scrubbed out, noting “there are exactly two.” “He didn't even make acknowledgements. And you listed every other 
person in the campaign in the acknowledgement,” said Todd. 
On the Access Hollywood tape, Bossie says “it’s clear that it is” Trump on the tape. Watch the full interview. 
Eddie Glaude, Jr. of Princeton University, historian Doris Kearns Goodwin, GOP strategistMike Murphy and Danielle Pletka of the 
American Enterprise Institute joined this morning’s “Meet the Press” roundtable to discuss the week in politics, including the future of 
the Russia investigation. On Trump, Goodwin asked, “How can he be happy? The administration has been under a shadow from the 
beginning.” 
Read the full transcript of this morning’s “Meet the Press” on MeetThePress.com. 
 
MTP EXCLUSIVE: SANDERS SAYS ‘I DON’T THINK WE’RE THERE RIGHT NOW’ ON TRUMP IMPEACHMENT, 
‘JUMPING THE GUN DOES NOBODY ANY GOOD’ 
EXCLUSIVE: Scott: If Moore Wins in Alabama, “There Will Immediately Be An Ethics Investigation” 
EXCLUSIVE: House Intel Member Says Trump Jr. “Was Forthcoming” Besides Declining to Answer a Question About a 
Conversation With His Father 
Chuck Todd Visits Alabama, Talks with Voters Ahead of Tuesday’s Senate Race 
 
DECEMBER 10, 2017 
In an exclusive interview with “Meet the Press” moderator Chuck Todd,Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) addressed calls from Tom Steyer 
and House members to impeach President Trump, telling Todd: “I don’t think we’re there right now. That’s what the Mueller 
investigation is all about.” 
“I think there is a process that has to be followed. I think Mr. Mueller is doing a very good job on his investigation. And if Mueller 
brings forth the clear evidence that there was collusion between the Trump campaign and the Russians, I think you have grounds for 
impeachment,” the senator said. “But I think jumping the gun does nobody any good.” Watch the full interview, including Sanders on 
Franken and the tax reform bill. 
Sen. Tim Scott (R-S.C.), who also exclusively joined the broadcast, said that if Republican candidate Roy Moore wins the Alabama 
Senate race this Tuesday, “there will immediately be an ethics investigation.” He added: “As far as I can tell, the allegations are 
significantly stronger than the denial. And I'm going to let my decision be made by the breadth of information and evidence that I'm 
able to review during that process.” 
The senator told Todd that “the allegations or the accusations against the president were a part of the campaign. So most Americans, if 
not all Americans who voted, had the information before the election. So for us to try to re-litigate the election is impossible.” Watch 
the full interview,including Scott on the tax reform bill. 
Todd visited Alabama this week to talk with voters about the state’s Senate race between Moore and Democratic candidate Doug 
Jones, which one voter said “will be really freaking close.” Watch Todd’s conversations with voters. 
In an exclusive, on-set interview, Rep. Jim Himes (D-Conn.), a member of the House Intelligence Committee, discussed Donald 
Trump, Jr.’s testimony earlier this week: “He declined to answer a question about a conversation that he'd had with his father that may 
be relevant to the Don Jr. meeting at Trump Tower. Apart from that, I would say he was forthcoming.” Watch the full interview. 
Democratic strategist Cornell Belcher, David Brooks of The New York Times, NBC News’Hallie Jackson and Peggy Noonan of The 
Wall Street Journal joined the “Meet the Press” roundtable for insight and analysis this morning, including a discussion ahead of 
Tuesday’s Alabama Senate race. Brooks noted: “To me, the big thing about this race is politics really matters. We care a lot about 
politics. But there are things that matter more: the state of your soul, the quality of your faith, the state of your character – and what 
this race is about are those things less important than politics. And what a lot of people are doing are seeing the Republican Party say, 
“Yeah, politics come before your faith and your character,” and a lot of people are appalled. 
Read the full transcript of this morning’s “Meet the Press” on MeetThePress.com. 
 
 



MTP EXCLUSIVE: SHORT ON IDEA OF TRUMP FIRING MUELLER: ‘THERE’S NO CONVERSATION ABOUT THAT 
WHATSOEVER IN THE WHITE HOUSE’ 
PLUS: White House Legislative Affairs Director Short: “This Administration Has Complied in Every Single Possible Way With The 
Special Counsel” 
EXCLUSIVE: Manchin: “I Do Not at All Believe That Mr. Mueller Has Been Compromised or His Investigation” 
EXCLUSIVE: Kasich Says GOP Tax Bill Could Have Done Better for Middle Class 
NEW NBC News/Wall Street Journal Poll: Democrats Hold Biggest Edge in Nearly a Decade Ahead of 2018 Midterm Elections 
 
DECEMBER 17, 2017 
In an exclusive interview this morning on “Meet the Press,” White House legislative affairs director Marc Short addressed speculation 
about President Trump firing Special Counsel Mueller, telling moderator Chuck Todd: “There’s no conversation about that 
whatsoever in the White House.” 
“Thankfully, I’m not in communication with the transition lawyer for the Trump team. The reality is that this administration has 
complied in every single possible way with the special counsel. Tax payers have spent millions and millions of dollars on this 
investigation that has not yet proven any sense of collusion with the Russians,” said Short. “We have continued to cooperate in every 
single possible way with that investigation.” Watch the full interview. 
When asked if Mueller’s investigation has been comprised, Sen. Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.)exclusively replied, “I do not at all believe 
that Mr. Mueller has been compromised or his investigation. … He is the person, the right person, that when he finishes his 
investigation that we're going to have confidence it was done in a fair and balanced way. I truly believe that. And I'm not led to believe 
that anybody on Intelligence Committee thinks that he would not be the right person.” On the Democratic Party’s potential 2018 
message to impeach President Trump, the senator told Todd: “I don’t think impeachment is something we should be talking 
about.”Watch the full interview. 
Gov. John Kasich (R-Ohio) also exclusively joined the program, telling Todd that when it comes to the Republican tax bill, “Do I 
think they could have done better for the middle class? I do. Do I think they could have done better for the working poor? I mean, 
Rubio tried to get something. He made some progress. But they could have increased the rates a little bit for big business. It wouldn't 
have mattered.” Watch the full interview. 
New NBC News/Wall Street Journal poll numbers debuted on this morning’s broadcast, revealing that Democrats now enjoy their 
largest advantage in congressional preference in nine years. The full poll will be released later this week. 
 
DECEMBER 24, 2017 
This Sunday, Democrats, Republicans and President Trump. What Republicans said this year on Meet the Press. KELLYANNE 
CONWAY: Sean Spicer, our press secretary, gave alternative facts. REINCE PRIEBUS: But then we started thinking about whether 
or not Michael Flynn was being straight with us. SEN. LINDSEY GRAHAM: Here's what I think Assad's telling Trump by flying 
from this base: "F you." CHUCK TODD: And what Democrats had to say. REP. JOHN LEWIS: I don't see this president-elect as a 
legitimate president. SEN. BERNIE SANDERS: We have a president who is delusional in many respects, a pathological liar. SEN. 
DIANNE FEINSTEIN: What we’re beginning to see is the putting together of a case of obstruction of justice. CHUCK TODD: We’ll 
look at a fractured Republican Party, whether Democrats embrace or avoid the push for impeachment, and at both parties’ uneasy 
relationship with President Trump. Plus, war on the media. President Trump calls the media, the “enemy of the American people.” 
This morning, a panel of top media critics on the president and the press. GABE SHERMAN: My biggest fear is that there’d be a 
chilling effect and that newsrooms will be cowed. CHUCK TODD: And the new politics of shopping. Where do you shop online? 
More than ever, this holiday season, where you shop reveals how you vote. Welcome to Christmas Eve Sunday, it’s Meet the Press. 
ANNOUNCER: From NBC News in Washington, the longest running show in television history. This is Meet the Press with Chuck 
Todd. (END TAPE) CHUCK TODD: Good Sunday morning and a Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays to everyone this Christmas 
Eve. This morning we're going to take a look back at one of the most extraordinary political years in our lifetimes: Year one of the 
Trump presidency. And we're going to do that with four of the people whom you've come to know on Meet the Press: Hugh Hewitt, 
host on the Salem Radio Network and host of "Hugh Hewitt" on MSNBC. Amy Walter, National Editor of the Cook Political Report. 
Carol Lee, national political reporter for NBC News. And Gene Robinson, a columnist for the Washington Post. Welcome to all of 
you. Before I make you guys take over the conversation, we're going to start with the elected Republicans and Trump administration 
officials who've joined us on Sunday mornings in 2017: what they said, the story they tell, the policies they sold. The year ended with 
a victory for President Trump: his biggest and perhaps only real legislative achievement, it’s a 1.5 trillion dollar tax cut passed with 
only Republican votes. But the year was dominated by, a lot of things, including the Russia investigation, and the effort, the failed 
effort, to repeal and replace Obamacare and the growing divide inside the Republican Party, culturally driven by the president. And it 
all started with a debate over inauguration crowd size right here. 
 
DECEMBER 31,2017 
 
That inauguration weekend kicked off a year of friction between the White House and the press, between the president's supporters 
and his detractors, between liberals and conservatives, which has helped feed an uneasy sense that we, as a country, are more divided 
than we have been for decades, if not, longer.  
Over the next hour, we're going to look back at the past year and ahead to the next. Our panel this New Year's Eve morning, Charlie 
Cook, editor and publisher of The Cook Political Report, NBC News White House correspondent, Kristen Welker, BBC anchor Katty 
Kay, whose show, Beyond 100 Days, will begin appearing on PBS starting Tuesday, and Rich Lowry, editor of The National Review. 



We're going to start things off by looking at some of the promises made by candidate Donald Trump and talk about whether he's been 
able to make good on them or not. 
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