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Based upon WDSU-TV's involvement in its community and input from community leaders and civic 
organizations, WDSU-TV has determined the following issues are the chief concerns of the New Orleans 

Community: 
 

•Crime 
In the city of New Orleans, non-fatal and fatal shooting incidents averaged 10 per week in 2016.  In a third of 
the cases someone was killed.  That fact equates to more shootings, per capita, in New Orleans than the 
Chicago.  As a result, in 2017 the City announced a $40 million safety plan that includes new police cars, 
security cameras and additional policing of the streets.  
 
•Education 
In a school system that had few charter schools before Hurricane Katrina, 62% of student in New Orleans were 
enrolled in a “failing” school.  And half did not graduate.  Today, 90% are enrolled in Charter Schools, 75% are 
graduating on time, and the percentage of students testing at grade level increased by 77%.  Now, charters 
schools are being returned to the control of the Orleans Parish public school system.  What will happen to the 
improvement trend?      
 
•Housing 
More than a decade since Hurricane Katrina, blight still exists in parts of New Orleans, while brand new 
gleaming condominium developments rise.  Has the promise of a 46% increase in home values since Hurricane 
Katrina been extended to all residents?  More than 20,000 low-income families are on a waiting list for 
federally funded rental housing vouchers in New Orleans.  HUD supported redevelopment of several housing 
projects in New Orleans has created more mixed-income, mixed-use neighborhoods.  Are these new 
communities locking former resident out? Or, are they creating safer and more promising environments its 
residents.  Which is best for New Orleans?  
 
•Economy/Jobs 
The confluence of four factors, misfortunes that have all come in rapid succession, has created a perilous 
economic reality for New Orleans and the state of Louisiana. (1) The over-production of oil, while generally a 
good outcome for consumers at the gas pump, has had a profoundly negative impact on the state’s economy. As 
of September 2016, Louisiana has lost more than 20,000 oil industry workers as the number of active rigs in the 
state declined more than 70 percent (2) Louisiana is in a budget crisis, facing a $300M deficit.  The remedy for 
this crisis led to factor (3), tax increases. Effective April 1, 2016 Louisiana residents and tourist who shop in the 
state, began paying more in taxes.  The majority of the taxes have fallen on individual consumers and less on 
the business community.  The state now has the highest average sales tax rate in the entire country. And finally, 
(4) the effects of the 2016 August floods has caused significant distress to residents and the state.   
 
Drug/Opioid Addiction 
WDSU and Hearst Television will examine the effects of opioid addiction in Southeast Louisiana. This 
epidemic, sweeping the nation, is having devastating effects in Southeast Louisiana.  A series of stories, town 
hall meetings and aggressive rotation of public service announcements will bring greater attention to resources 
and tips to address this disease.   
 



commUnity 

WDSU and Hearst Television is taking a closer look at issues that divide Southeast Louisiana.  With racial 
injustice at the forefront WDSU has highlighted and informed viewers on the racial divide throughout our 
communities.   The purpose of this initiative is to bring two opposing sides together to enact unity and change.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Date 
 

Program 
 

Time/ 
Duratio

n 

Issue Description 

10.1.20 5pm Newscast 5:01 
1:15 

Economy/Jobs 
 

New Orleans will cautiously enter a 
‘modified’ Phase 3, after COVID 
numbers flatten enough to lift some of 
the restrictions that have been in place. 

10.7.20 6pm Newscast 6:02 
1:30 

Flooding/Levee 
Protection 

Governor Edwards declares that the 
entire state is under a State of 
Emergency as Tropical Storm Delta, 
increases strength and takes aim at 
Louisiana, as the state is still 
recovering from the impacts of 
Hurricane Laura earlier this season. 

10.12.20 12pm Newscast 
(News aired at 

10am due to Barrett 
hearings) 

10:36 
1:20 

Education 
 

New Orleans Public Schools take 
another step toward normal as 
thousands of students, grades five 
through 12, return to physical 
classrooms. 

     
10.16.20 5pm Newscast 5:02 

1:30 
Commitment 

2020 
The first day of early voting, brings out 
large crowds to all open polls city-
wide. Poll watchers believe that the 
election numbers could break records. 

10.16.20 6pm Newscast 6:08 
:30 

Jobs/Economy 
 

Officials in St. John Parish announce 
that all Mardi Gras carnival events for 
2021 are cancelled due to concerns 
over the COVID-19. 

10.16.20 6pm Newscast 6:17 
1:15 

Crime An attempted carjacking involving 
Gayle Benson, the owner of the New 
Orleans Saints and Pelicans basketball 
team. The suspect got into the driver’s 
seat while Benson still in the backseat 
but left the suspect left the vehicle 
when reportedly realizing that the 
vehicle was not empty. 

10.17.20 Saturday 
5pm Newscast 

5:04 
:35 

Jobs/Economy New Orleans officially enters Phase 3.2 
of COVID-19 restrictions. Under the 
new restrictions, churches can now 
have 50% capacity, outdoor sporting 
events can have 25% and bars with 
outdoor seating are allowed to reopen 
with 25% capacity. 

10.20.20 12pm Newscast 12:05 
1:00 

 

commUnity Students at UNO spend the week 
putting up signs that name victims of 
police brutality, and hope that the 
display leads to conversations about 
race at the school and that students will 



be inspired to stand up against 
injustice. 

10.21.20 6am Newscast 6:09 
:55 

Housing/Homele
ss 

Housing NOLA, a local housing 
advocate group, is looking for more 
landlords willing to turn their 
properties into subsidized housing and 
accept housing vouchers during an 
increasing affordable housing shortage. 

10.22.20 5pm Newscast 5:05 
1:20 

Drug/Opioid 
Addiction 

A new and powerful street drug named 
“Purple Heroin” by officials who say 
that the synthetic opioid is just 
powerful and as dangerous as fentanyl 
and led to the death of a Jefferson 
Parish resident last month.  

10.26.20 6pm Newscast 6:11 
:45 

Commitment 
2020 

Metairie native, Amy Barrett, President 
Trump’s candidate to replace the late 
Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg, is approved by the Senate in 
a party-line vote. 

10.27.20 10pm Newscast 10:03 
1:45 

Levees/Flood 
Protection 

As Hurricane Zeta grows in strength 
and moves toward the state, local 
officials are concerned that if the storm 
brings strong winds and heavy rain to 
the city, the storm could overwhelm the 
city’s fragile sewerage and water 
drainage system, particularly the ageing 
turbines. 

10.29.20 5pm Newscast 5:03 
1:30 

Levees/Flood 
Protection 

Economy/Jobs 
Education 

Hurricane Zeta’s direct hit on the metro 
area, brings widespread power outages 
throughout the area. Though flooding 
in the area was limited due to the fast 
movement of the system, the high 
winds of the near category three 
hurricane, caused widespread power 
outages that brought on other concerns 
for officials about safety and getting 
systems back to normal. 

     
10.30.20 10pm Newscast 10:01 

1:40 
Crime Two NOPD officers are in the hospital 

after being shot in the French Quarter. 
The suspect was quickly apprehended 
but police are still seeking a motive for 
the shooting.  

10.31.20 10pm Newscast 10:12 
1:40 

Commitment 
2020 

Officials tell voters that chances are, 
there will not be a winner on election 
night, and not to be concerned because 
that is usually the way voting has 
always gone in a close national 
election. 

11.1.20 10pm Newscast 11:07 
23:50 

Commitment 
2020 

The only televised debate between 
Orleans Parish District Attorney 



candidates, Arthur Hunter and Keva 
Landrum in the highly contested 
election to see who will replace the 
former DA, who did not run. 

11.2.20 6pm Newscast 6:02 
1:00 

Commitment 
2020 

Local leaders are scrambling to make 
sure that polling locations throughout 
the metro area will have power for the 
national election tomorrow. Hurricane 
Zeta caused major power outages 
throughout the are and many places 
still don’t have power, days after the 
storm hit the area. 

11.4.20 6am Newscast 6:00 
1:05 

Commitment 
2020 

The morning after one of the most 
volatile elections in recent history, the 
country is still waiting on seven states 
to total election results and officially 
decide the Presidency.  

11.4.20 12pm Newscast 12:35 
1:50 

Commitment 
2020 

A former local resident and renowned 
historian, Doug Brinkley, says that 
voter turnout in this recent election is 
historic but the election itself, as 
“bizarre” as it has been and could end 
up being decided in the Supreme Court, 
is actually democracy in action. 

11.5.20 4pm Newscast 4:13 
:50 

Economy/Jobs 
 

Governor Edwards announces that the 
state will be staying in Phase Three for 
four more weeks and that all of the 
current restrictions will remain in place 
at least until December 4th.  

11.5.20 10pm Newscast 10:06 
1:30 

Commitment 
2020 

Health/Hospitals 

Many voters apparently believe that the 
wording on one of the amendments 
which was up for a vote in the recent 
election, was worded in a confusing 
matter and many voters didn’t realize 
exactly what they were voting for. The 
amendment added language to the state 
constitution that, in effect, said that 
abortions were not protected in the 
state. 

11.7.20 Saturday 
5pm Newscast 

5:03 
1:30 

Commitment 
2020 

More than three days after the election, 
Democrat candidate Joe Biden, is 
announced as the winner of the 2020 
Presidential Election. Pennsylvania’s 
20 electoral college votes put Biden 
over the numbers needed to win the 
election 

11.9.20 6pm Newscast 6:16 
1:10 

Crime 
Economy/Jobs 

 

Homicides and shootings are up this 
year in New Orleans compared to 2019, 
and several officials say that now is not 
the time to furlough police officers due 
to the city’s ongoing financial 



problems. 
11.10.20 12pm Newscast 12:09 

:25 
Education Jefferson Parish announces that schools 

will extend the school day by 30 
minutes for the next few months to 
make up for all of the school days that 
were cancelled due to hurricanes. 

11.11.20 12pm Newscast 12:04 
1:20 

Economy/Jobs 
 

New Orleans moves into Phase.3.3 but 
many business owners are still 
frustrated with the restrictions. Bars 
can only operate with 25% indoor 
capacity, but some owners say that the 
movement is in the right direction. 

11.11.20 4pm Newscast 4:33 
1:20 

State of 
Addiction 

 

A mother grieving the loss of her 
daughter to a heroin overdose, 
discussed how she is using the death to 
reach others facing the same problems 
with addiction. The mother has teamed 
with other mothers across the country 
who have also lost children to addiction 
and have written a book about loss, 
addiction and recovery. 

     
11.13.20 6pm Newscast 6:19 

1:50 
commUnity/Edu

cation 
The 60th anniversary of the 
desegregation of New Orleans Public 
School system is recognized with the 
event “Walk in Ruby’s Steps,” as the 
current superintendent and students at 
Ruby Bridge’s former school learn and 
pass on the legacy and lessons of the 
brave 6-year-old. 

11.16.20 6pm Newscast 6:15 
1:15 

Economy/Jobs 
 

Jefferson Parish President Cynthia Lee 
Sheng announced that she is open to 
rescheduling Mardi Gras 2021 to later 
month in the year. She also said that no 
formal decision has yet been made 
about the popular Mardi Gras events. 

11.17.20 4pm Newscast 4:04 
2:00 

Economy/Jobs 
 

The city of New Orleans announces, 
that due to COVID-19, no parades will 
be allowed to roll in the city for Mardi 
Gras 2021. Many believe the decision 
will cripple the local hospitality 
industry even more than it already is. 

11.17.20 6pm Newscast 6:01 
6:40 

 

commUnity An investigation into the NOPD 
stopping and checking more African- 
Americans in the city because of their 
race. Federal Consent Decree monitors 
which have been in place watching the 
department, said their monitors have 
found, what they call “questionable 
stops and searches by officers,” while 
NOPD officials say they continue to 



make internal reforms and question 
whether the Federal Consent Decree 
will actually bring about lasting 
changes to the NOPD. 

11.18.20 4pm Newscast 4:06 
1:05 

Health/Hospitals 
 

Hospital capacity in the area is almost 
at 71%, due to an increase in COVID-
19 patients in 24-hours alone. Hospital 
officials are not only concerned about 
bed capacity but also staffing needs and 
shortages. 

11.21.20 Saturday 
6pm Newscast 

6:32 
1:15 

Economy/Jobs 
 

As COVID-19 cases rise, local 
businesses launch a new coalition to 
bring the hospitality industry in the 
metro area back to life. Officials 
estimate that the New Orleans area 
loses about $125 million dollars a week 
since the pandemic hit.  

11.23.20 4pmNewscast 4:07 
1:30 

Health/Hospitals 
 

Local doctors are concerned about the 
mental state of people who are growing 
more anxious and stressed during the 
pandemic and are turning to drug abuse 
to cope. They fear the number could 
grow worse during the holiday season. 
Officials site the active hurricane 
season, the effects of the pandemic and 
the upcoming holiday season for 
increased stress. 

11.24.20 6pm Newscast 6:04 
1:25 

Heath/Hospitals 
 

As the Thanksgiving holiday 
approaches, local testing centers are 
overwhelmed with people who want to 
be tested before making holiday plans. 
Health officials are urging residents to 
stay home and not travel. 

11.27.20 6pm Newscast 6:07 
1:15 

Economy/Jobs 
 

On what is usually one of the busiest 
shopping days of the year, local sales at 
one of the city’s largest malls, is off 
from last year but local businesses are 
hoping for a good holiday season, even 
with COVID-19 restrictions. 

     
11.30.20 12pm Newscast 12:04 

1:15 
  Crime A Kenner gas station attendant is shot 

and killed in a robbery that nets the 
suspects a reported $100.  

12.1.20 12pm Newscast  Health/Hospitals 
 

The New Orleans popular streetcar line 
adds new street cars that are now 
wheelchair accessible. 

12.1.20 6pm Newscast 6:01 
1:15 

Health/Hospitals 
 

Local officials discuss plans to 
distribute a COVID-19 vaccine as the 
CDC considers an emergency 
authorization of two vaccines. 

12.2.20 4pm Newscast 4:30 Education Students in St. John Parish schools 



1:20 Health return to a hybrid learning system as 
COVID-19 numbers begin to increase 
in the district’s 12 schools. 

12.6.20 Sunday 
5pm Newscast 

5:08 
1:10 

Commitment 
2020 

In a close race for Orleans Parish 
District Attorney, current 
Councilmember Jason Williams wins 
the position after a runoff race with 
former Judge Keva Landrum. 

     
12.8.20 5pm Newscast 5:02 

:25 
Education 

 
The high school prep championship 
games, that had been played in the 
Super Dome for years, will now be 
moved to Natchitoches over COVID-
19 concerns. 

12.11.20 10pm Newscast 10:00 
:50 

Health The FDA authorizes the Pfizer vaccine 
for emergency use in the battle against 
COVID-19. Local medical officials are 
excited and hopeful that the vaccine, 
and upcoming approvals of other 
vaccines will help to control the 
pandemic. 

12.14.20 5pm Newscast 5:00 
1:30 

Health 
 

The first of the shipment of the 
COVID-19 vaccine arrives and the first 
vaccines in the state are given to  
front line workers in Jefferson Parish. 
More shipments are expected during 
the week. Local officials and medical 
personnel are excited that they finally 
have the vaccine available. 

12.16.20 4pm Newscast 4:03 
1:30 

Jobs/Economy 
 

New Orleans officials announce that 
they will not be putting anymore 
COVID-19 restrictions on city 
businesses. Local bars and restaurants 
are relieved that no more indoor 
restrictions were put in place. 

12.19.20 Saturday 
10pm Newscast 

10:02 
1:20 

Crime Two adults and a juvenile were shot 
and wounded in the St. Claude area and 
residents say they are frightened and 
fed up with the rising crime in their 
area. 

12.21.20 12pm Newscast 12:01 
1:15 

Health/Hospitals 
 

The second vaccine approved for 
COVID-19 from Modera, will be 
arriving in the state shortly. State 
officials say more than 79,000 doses 
will arrive and will be administered to 
high risk groups in the state. 

12.29.20 6pm Newscast 6:10 
1:00 

Health/Hospitals 
 

As 2020 winds down, local mental 
health experts say that we will be 
dealing with the effects of the 
pandemic for some time. Local medical 
officials say that with the tough times, 



people need to take care of themselves 
and with more vaccines coming 
available, there is hope. 

12.30.20 6pm Newscast 6:00 
1:20 

Economy/Jobs 
 

As local COVID-19 numbers climb, 
New Orleans officials officially close 
indoor seating at all New Orleans bars. 
Local business owners call it a major 
setback, especially during what would 
have been one of the busiest weekends 
for local bars. 

12.31.20 10pm Newscast 10:19 
1:20 

Economy/Jobs New Year’s Eve in New Orleans is 
vastly more quiet and subdued this 
pandemic year than in past years, but 
some of the handful of tourists in town 
for the Sugar Bowl, say they hope to 
make the best of it and are still 
enjoying their time here. 

10.1-
12.31.20 

PSA VARIOUS  ALL Throughout the quarter stations airs various 
PSA’s that focus on the issues of the 
community 

     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
4th QUARTER MATTER OF FACT TOPICS 

SOLEDAD O’BRIEN HOST 
MATTER OF FACT AIRS ON SUNDAY’S FROM 530A-600A CST,1100p- 
1130p AND AGAIN ON WDSU 6.2 MULTICAST SUNDAY’S 300A-330A 

 
October 4,2020 
This week on Matter of Fact, Correspondent Jessica Gomez takes us to St. Helena, SC where a Gullah community is 
fighting to keep their homes passed down for centuries. Then, a look at the lives behind the rising coronavirus death toll. 
Plus, nearly half of U.S. adults say the pandemic is affecting their mental health. Soledad O’Brien speaks with Dr. Vaile 
Wright from the American Psychological Association about what could be an emerging mental health crisis. And, Wes 
Moore, CEO of the Robin Hood Foundation, explains why you cannot understand poverty without understanding race. 
Please join us this week on Matter of Fact with Soledad O’Brien 
 
October 11,2020 
This week, Matter of Fact with Soledad O’Brien takes you to the center of the country’s first confrontation with COVID-
19. We reveal some of the first moments leaders in Seattle, Washington began grappling with a new and deadly 
coronavirus, never before seen in the United States. In our documentary-style episode, we will introduce you to a family 
struggling on the streets during the pandemic; a daughter fighting to get care for her father while he is quarantined 
inside a nursing home; and local caregivers working to protect the most vulnerable in the community. Please join us this 
week on Matter of Fact with Soledad O’Brien 
 
October 18,2020 
This week on Matter of Fact, Soledad O’Brien speaks with Jaime Harrison, the Democratic challenger to Sen. Lindsey 
Graham’s (R-SC) senate seat. Plus, we return to West Louisville, Kentucky to see the role public schools play in 
revitalizing a community. And, how does bias create stereotypes? Soledad speaks with Stanford University professor 
Jennifer Eberhardt about how bias impacts every part of our lives. 
Please join us this week on Matter of Fact with Soledad O’Brien 
 
October 25,2020 
This week on Matter of Fact, 537 votes and a Supreme Court ruling made George W. Bush president in 2000. Could we 
see an election recount in 2020? Soledad O’Brien speaks with Billy Corben, the director of HBO’s documentary “537 
Votes.” Then, a group of top conservative strategists are working to take down President Trump. They’re called the 
Lincoln Project and are running ads against the President in several swing states. Soledad O’Brien speaks with Fred 
Wellman who says this isn’t about saving the Republican Party. Plus, how do you combat bias in the media? Soledad 
O’Brien speaks with three prominent journalists: Maria Hinajosa, anchor and executive producer of Latino USA; Luis 
Rios, director of photography for the San Antonio Express News; and Matter of Fact Special Contributor Joie Chen. 
Please join us this week on Matter of Fact with Soledad O’Brien 
 
November 1,2020 
This weekend, we look at voting in America. First, the president is calling for his supporters to “watch” the polls. Why an 
official poll watcher says that could lead to chaos. Plus, a watchdog group is calling on the media to reveal their election 
coverage plans. Then, a dark moment in New Jersey’s election history. Special Correspondent Joie Chen shows us how 
voting measures in 1980 kept some people from going to the polls. And finally, we look at the challenges facing Native 
American voters, from not enough post offices and polling sites to few voter resources 
Please join us this week on Matter of Fact with Soledad O’Brien 
 
November 8,2020 
This week on Matter of Fact with Soledad O'Brien, Season 6, Episode 10: 
 
While all eyes have been on the presidential election, the United States is still struggling to curb the spread of the 
coronavirus. More than half of our states are seeing a rise in confirmed case numbers. That includes Wisconsin, where 
the state health department reports new cases are up by more than 500% in the recent months. Officials there say if the 



current infection rate keeps up, hospitals could run out of ICU beds within weeks. Correspondent Jessica Gomez and 
photojournalist Scott Curty have been following an ER doctor and his family in the Milwaukee area since the beginning 
of the pandemic. Here's a look at their journey.  
 
Plus, the pandemic death toll is now at more than 1.2 million. We look at how one life lost touches so many others, as 
we hear from Elizabeth Martinez, who says when her father died, the entire family lost its protector and main provider. 
Then, with more than half of adults reporting higher levels of stress and anxiety, Dr. Vaile Wright, of the American 
Psychological Association tells Soledad the next curve we need to flatten will be for a mental health crisis. 
  
Then, two years ago, we visited a high school football team so good no one wanted to play against them. The team is 
from a predominately Black Catholic high school in one of Baltimore's poorest neighborhoods. They made headlines 
after being dropped from their private school league, after no one wanted to face a nearly unbeatable team. Now, HBO 
is featuring the St. Frances Academy's football team in a docs-series called "The Cost of Winning."  Correspondent 
Jessica Gomez shows us how their story began. 
  
And an estimated five to ten million Americans will be uninsured next year. Many will be signing up for health coverage 
under the Affordable Care Act when open enrollment begins this weekend. So what's different this time around? We 
break down the changes.  
  
And finally, people around the world have come up with creative solutions to bring communities together while staying 
safe. Now, a Dutch company is hoping you'll want to sit in on their latest design: a social distance bench. 
 
November 15,2020 
This week on Matter of Fact with Soledad O'Brien, Season 6, Episode 11 
the Presidential election has been called, but the results aren’t final until the Electoral College meets.  Most states use a 
“winner take all” approach to awarding their votes.  All, except Nebraska and Maine.  Special Correspondent Joie Chen 
takes you to Nebraska, where one state legislator has been relentless in securing the right to split the electoral college 
votes between the candidates.  She introduces us to the legendary Ernie Chambers whose district is a mini swing state.   
At 83, having served 12 terms, Chambers is leaving office because of term limits, but not before making a final case for 
why winning even one electoral vote means his community’s voice will be heard. 
 
Then, the history of polls.  Much is made of the back to back “misses” by polls in 2016 and 2020, especially those sizing 
up the presidential contest.  But this isn’t the first time errors were made.  We look at past races that proved too tough 
to call with a historian of polls, American University Professor W. Joseph Campbell, author of the book, "Lost In a Gallup:  
Polling Failures in U.S. Presidential Elections.”  Hear what he says how the failure of pollsters ends up failing journalism. 
Plus, from Atlanta to Detroit, black women prove they are a driving force for Democratic party victories. Many credit 
Stacy Abrams, former candidate for Governor of Georgia, now a voting rights advocate, with creating a the foundation 
for their emergence as a political powerhouse.   We look at her role in this political movement and visit Detroit to 
explore the journey of black women from the Great Migration to the leading ladies of democratic politics. 
 
And, the Hippocratic Oath dates back to the 5th Century B.C.   Now a group of medical students in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, is re-writing the sacred pledge. 
We’ll tell you about their effort to make the practice of medicine a greater force for social justice.  
 
Finally, it’s true Kamala Harris is making vice-presidential history.  But she’s not the first person of color to serve as Vice 
President.  Get out the history books.  We’ll share the story of Charles Curtis, the first Native American Vice President, 
and how he made the ticket with Herbert Hoover.  
 
Please join us this week on Matter of Fact with Soledad O’Brien 
 
November 22,2020 
This Week on Matter of Fact with Soledad O’Brien, as COVID 19 ravages middle America and moves swiftly into small 
towns, rural hospitals already struggling to survive, face the grim possibility of closure.  Texas, where one in six people is 



testing positive for the virus, has seen more rural hospital closures in the last decade than any other state.  
Correspondent Jessica Gomez takes us to Titus Regional Medical Center in the upper northeast corner of the state, 
where we spend a day inside a rural hospital on life support.  Find out how it’s been pushed to the brink with a surge of 
patients, many without health insurance, and a decline in revenue from elective surgeries cancelled until further notice.  
 
Then, Soledad interviews Dr. James E. K. Hildreth, a leading immunologist and president of Meharry Medical College in 
Nashville, Tennessee about his decision to take part in one of the fast tracked vaccine test groups.   Dr. Hildreth, is a 
renowned infectious disease expert, who has been helping recruit people from Black and brown communities to be test 
subjects.  
People from communities of color are two to three times more likely to be infected by the coronavirus than their white 
peers.  Given that, Dr. Hildreth is trying to ensure that the vaccines will be effective in the groups most affected by the 
pandemic.  Soledad’s interview explores the challenges for researchers and the challenges of making sure those most at 
risk get the vaccine.  
 
Plus, the food bank lines keep getting longer, as unemployment remains high, and incomes fail to rebound from COVID 
19 job losses.  Nearly 40 percent of the people seeking help from food pantries have never visited one before.  We 
introduce you to Brett Pavia, who made his first visit to a food pantry after losing his job.  He walks one mile each way to 
pick up free groceries – an experience he says is “humbling.”  We’ll show you how he goes from seeking a helping hand 
to lending one.   And, to provide context  Soledad interviews Trinity Tran of Urban Partners Los Angeles, who runs one of 
the largest food banks in the country.  She tells Soledad about the people waiting in line for seven hours to get a box of 
food and why she’s worried about the financial impact the virus is having on families all across the nation.  
 
Also, a heads up for the 30 million people with federal student loans.  Congress put a hold on payments and interest as 
part of the CARES Act.  Now, if Congress fails to extend those deferments, payments will come due.  The deadline:  New 
Year’s Eve.  We’ve got some expert advice for those who are still without jobs, and who may not be able to make their 
payments. 
 
Finally, the art of protest.  We take you on a tour of the street art in the District of Columbia that’s been created as part 
of the summer and fall of reckoning.  Find out how graffiti has matured, and see the intersection of art and the social 
justice movement in a way you’ve never experienced it.  It’s street art with a powerful message of healing for our 
communities.   
 
Please join us for Matter of Fact with Soledad O’Brien. 
 
November 29,2020 
This week on Matter of Fact with Soledad O'Brien, Season 6, Episode 13: 
 
This week on MATTER OF FACT with Soledad O’Brien, the story of a doctor who confronts the chaos in our healthcare 
system, and finds a way to be of service. Dr. Juliet Widoff, a physician in New York City, is frustrated by the inequities in 
our health care system, and concerned by the growing number of uninsured people.  Given that more Americans have 
lost their health insurance during this pandemic than during any other time in U.S. history, she decides it’s time to help 
remove barriers to care. Her idea:  a free pop up clinic in the park.  We take you along to see the idea in action as we 
tour the “Health Care for the People” Clinic providing access to care. 
.   
And, the pandemic, the social justice reckoning, and a contentious election season leave us looking for ways to bring a 
divided nation together.  We found inspiration in a story from LaCrosse, Wisconsin.  A chef, who struggled to keep her 
bakery open throughout this tough year, gets a check for $100 from an anonymous source.  The gift planted a seed of 
hope, and a movement to grow the number of Black farmers in America.  Correspondent Jessica Gomez explores how a 
random act of kindness could help people learn to live off the land. 
  
Then, in mid-July we introduced you to the documentary, “A Most Beautiful Thing."   The film, now nominated for a 
Critics’ Choice award for Best Documentary, focuses on Chicago's first all-black rowing team.  It examines the issues of 
trauma and racism in a powerful story about how kids from rival neighborhoods on Chicago's west side come together 



on the water, as an unlikely rowing team.  Soledad talks with filmmaker, Mary Mazzio, Arshay Cooper, the film's 
inspiration, and former NBA star, Grant Hill, who serves as an Executive Producer on the project.  We share a clip from 
the film and a conversation about how trauma and racism impacted the lives of the crew members and shaped their 
adult experiences.  We talk about their on camera reunion 20 years after high school, and why they decided to row 
again, this time with members of the Chicago Police Department.  
  
Plus, more history being made in Election 2020. Three Korean-American woman are the first to be elected to the U.S. 
House of Representatives.  Two are members of the GOP, and will serve districts in California.  One, a Democrat, was 
elected in Washington State.  We’ll tell you why their immigrant stories will put them in the history books, and what you 
should know about these three freshman legislators. 
  
Finally, in our new VIEWFINDER segment, a collaboration with Hearst Newspapers, we bring you a photo essay that 
proves the human connection is real.  Despite separations imposed by COVID-19, there are still ways to share life’s most 
incredible moments. We share the story of the birth of Luna Rose Benavidez as told by photojournalist, Jerry Lara, of the 
San Antonio Express-News. Luna’s parents experience the birth of their child, with the father forced to stay outside in 
the cold and damp, camping outside the delivery room.  The only thing that connects mother and father is their locked 
gaze through a window.  It’s a story you have to see! 
  
Please join for Matter of Fact with Soledad O’Brien. 
 
December 6,2020  
This week on Matter of Fact Season 6, Episode 14. 
 
How can a mom and an iPad provide the special education her severely disabled daughter needs? It's a struggle millions 
of parents faced when schools first shutdown. Now another dilemma- as schools reopen, how do you keep the most 
vulnerable safe? First Shaniece Lyons shows us what a day of online learning looks like for her daughter Victoria who's 
legally required to receive, physical, occupational, speech, and feeding therapy. Then we talk to Dr. Matthew Blomstedt, 
the Nebraska Commissioner of Education who says getting all kids back to school safely is not a schools’ issue, it's a 
community issue, and if cities don't have mask mandates we'll continue to see a whiplash of schools reopening and 
closing. He discusses what districts can do to help students who've regressed during the pandemic. 
 
For two years we've followed the ambitious plan to makeover Louisville's west end without pushing out the people 
who've always lived there. Many projects were close to the finish line, then the pandemic hit, and protests over the 
police-killing of Breonna Taylor rocked the city and brought a fresh dose of doubt that the project will live up to its 
promise.  
 
Plus, drastic measures to stop the ocean from swallowing South Carolina's largest city. A sea wall is just one of the ways 
Charleston, S.C. is trying to beat back the effects of climate change. Storms are growing stronger and the sea is rising, 
but even when there's not a hurricane, the low-lying city could still flood. But will walling off the city really protect the 
lives and livelihoods of its residents? Correspondent Jessica Gomez talked to homeowners who are paying hundreds of 
thousands of dollars to reinforce their homes on higher ground. Is this the new normal? 
 
And with coronavirus cases exploding, and no firm date for a vaccine, could we already have some form of protection in 
the palm of our hands? If you have an Apple or Google phone you can now get push alerts in some states if you were 
close to someone who later tested positive for COVID-19. We explain how it works and how your privacy is still 
protected. 
 
Finally, could your next burger come from the ocean? We dig into what could be the next big trend in meat alternatives- 
kelp burgers. Can this underwater crop help save the environment? 
 
 
 
December 13,2020 



 This week on Matter of Fact, Season 6, Episode 15 
 
America’s ready for its first shot at freedom. Within the next couple of days our health care will begin getting their first 
dose of the COVID-19 vaccine. But what does it take to immunize millions of frontline workers?  Dr. Stephanie Jackson’s 
in charge of the vital operation for Honor Health in Maricopa County, AZ.  She takes us inside the hospital’s urgent 
preparations to immunize 1500 health care workers a day. 
 
Then, how do you know if your social media feed is telling you the truth? With bogus claims of a stolen election to 
misinformation about vaccine safety, more people say it’s getting harder to tell what’s real and what isn’t. Whitney 
Phillips, an assistant professor who teaches media literacy at Syracuse University, tells Soledad it’s time we “reimagine 
our relationship with facts.” 
 
Plus, do churches have a higher calling to help more than just its congregation? Soledad takes us to Louisville, KY to see 
the role churches play in creating jobs and economic opportunity within the community. 
 
And a deadly link between COVID-19 and the air you breathe. Why did the government decide not to tighten regulations 
on pollution during the pandemic? 
 
Finally, a stellar event to brighten the darkest day of 2020. On the Winter Solstice, December 21st, Jupiter and Saturn 
will be the closest they’ve ever been since the year 1226. When viewed from Earth, it’ll create a bright star, many 
believe is similar to the fabled “Star of Bethlehem,” or the “Christmas Star.” 
 
 
December 20,2020 
This week on Matter of Fact, Season 6, Episode 16: 
 
With the arrival of the vaccine hope is shifting to recovery, but will it be as lopsided as the effects of the pandemic? 
Black and Brown communities had higher infection rates and were more likely to lose their jobs. Outcomes fueled by 
decades of factors like segregation, employment, economic and social discrimination.  And financial recovery could take 
years, possibly a decade for some minority groups- who are still struggling just to live their day-to-day lives. 
Correspondent Jessica Gomez takes us to Chicago to see the challenges they're facing to get back on their feet. 
 
Then, what role can higher education play in recovery? When universities are financially struggling and students are 
saddled in debt, is college still the key to long-term success for families? Soledad visits Stony Brook University to see 
how the school focuses on social mobility for lower-income students. 
 
Plus, for ten months now, health care workers have been fighting on the frontlines to keep their patients alive and their 
own families safe. Correspondent Jessica Gomez and photojournalist Scott Curty followed an ER doctor and his family in 
the Milwaukee area since the beginning of the pandemic to show us what it's like once health care workers go home. 
 
And, it's one of the last things presidents do before leaving office and it's often full of surprises. We take a brief look at 
the history of the presidential pardon. 
 
Plus, COVID can't officially cancel Christmas, but it will make it different. So how do we hold on to traditions and rituals 
of the holiday season? In our Viewfinder we see how Americans across the country are trying to stay connected, from a 
distance. 
 
December 27,2020 
This week on Matter of Fact with Soledad O'Brien, Season 6, Episode 17: 
 
A salute to the brave who put our country first. The Presidential Medal of Honor is the highest award given to a military 
hero in America. But what happens when a hero is overlooked? We look at the paths of two service members, Col. 



Harvey Barnum whose career soared after receiving this medal, and Staff Sgt. Melvin Morris, whose honor was delayed 
for decades. 
 
Plus, a marine who lost both legs in combat keeps on running. Why he committed to a month of marathons. 
 
And a look at the Women in Military Service for America Memorial, the only major national monument honoring all 
women who've defended our country, including Mary Edwards Walker. She was the first woman to receive the Medal of 
Honor. 
 
 
Matter of Fact Listening Tour The Hard Truth about Bias October 8th 2020 
 
A contentious election, a brutal pandemic, and waves of protests condemning racism and police brutality have made 
2020 a year like no other. While it's been challenging—to say the least—the year has also brought us unprecedented 
movement and motivation to create real change. 
 
Bringing different voices together—and giving them the platforms and power to make a lasting impact—is crucial for 
helping society move forward, or so believes acclaimed journalist and philanthropist Soledad O'Brien. To extend one of 
the biggest conversations in America today, O'Brien is expanding her half-hour weekly talk show, Matter of Fact, to 
launch the Matter of Fact Listening Tour, an ongoing series of forums that dig into the most pervasive problems 
surrounding race and injustice in the United States.  
 
Starting October 8, 2020, at 7 p.m. EST, O'Brien will lead four virtual broadcasts, each available to livestream at 
matteroffact.tv and wdsu.com. “The Hard Truth About Bias: Images and Reality” is the first installment of the Matter of 
Fact Listening Tour, with a series of quarterly virtual forums to be presented in 2021. The initiative harnesses the 
combined digital platforms of Hearst’s consumer media brands to livestream the presentation, including 33 television 
stations, newspapers around the country, including the Houston Chronicle, San Francisco Chronicle, the San Antonio 
Express-News and Times Union (Albany, New York), as well as many of the world’s most popular magazines, including 
Cosmopolitan, Esquire, Good Housekeeping and Marie Claire. The program will also stream on Matter of Fact’s website, 
YouTube and Facebook Live channels. 
  
“The Hard Truth About Bias: Images and Reality” will feature conversations about the relationship of race and privilege, 
racial stress, the impact of bias in the images and language in our daily news and information, and the creation of 
stereotypes and how they influence the way we think. A special segment will revisit the landmark 1968 Esquire 
interview with legendary novelist, playwright, essayist, poet and activist James Baldwin. In addition, the presentation 
will include a segment bringing together individuals involved in recent public confrontations that have gone viral. 
  
“The first step toward understanding each other is to listen to each other, especially when it comes to the issue of race,” 
said O’Brien. “We need to hear from people of different perspectives so we can bring the challenges of equality and 
justice into full view where they can be scrutinized, confronted and addressed. We need to understand how each of us 
participates in creating biases and stereotypes and own our responsibility to dismantle them.” 
  
For “The Hard Truth About Bias: Images and Reality,” O’Brien will talk with a wide cross section of guests, including well-
known names and emerging voices from the worlds of academia, journalism, sports, entertainment and other aspects of 
American society. She and her guests will also respond to audience questions in the last segment, entitled “Matter of 
Fact: After the Fact.” 
  
Guests scheduled for “The Hard Truth About Bias” include (in alphabetical order): 
  
Mahzarin Banaji, Ph.D., Professor of Social Ethics, Harvard University 
Genesis Be, musical artist and activist 
Brenda White Bull, great, great granddaughter of Lakota leader Sitting Bull 
Joie Chen, Matter of Fact journalist 



Trae Crowder, writer and comedian 
Robin DiAngelo, Ph.D., Affiliate Associate Professor of Education, University of Washington 
Jennifer Eberhardt, Ph.D., Professor of Psychology, Stanford University 
Alicia Garza, Black Lives Matter co-founder 
Eddie Glaude, Ph.D., Chair of the Center for African American Studies, Princeton University 
Jemele Hill, VICE journalist 
Wes Lowery, CBS News journalist 
Alfred Martin, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Media Studies, The University of Iowa 
Mia Mask, Ph.D., Professor of Film, Vassar College 
Wes Moore, CEO, the Robin Hood Foundation 
Rashawn Ray, Ph.D., Professor of Sociology, University of Maryland 
John Ridley, Oscar-winning screenwriter 
Michael Sebastian, Esquire editor-in-chief 
Etan Thomas, ESPN Radio host and former NBA player 
Dorothy Tucker, WBBM-TV, President of the National Association of Black Journalists 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

2020 4th QUARTER MEET THE PRESS TOPICS 
Chuck Todd NBC News Political Director and the moderator of "Meet the Press," the flagship Sunday 

Morning public affairs program and longest-running broadcast in television history. 
MEET THE PRESS AIRS ON WDSU ON SUNDAY’S AT 10AM AND AGAIN AT 1130PM 

 
 

Chuck Todd is NBC News Political Director and the moderator of "Meet the Press," the flagship Sunday Morning public affairs 
program and longest-running broadcast in television history. 
"Meet the Press" is seen on the NBC Television Network from 9-10 a.m. ET in most markets. In New York City and Washington 
D.C., the broadcast is seen from 10:30-11:30 a.m. ET. 
The program re-airs on MSNBC Sunday afternoons at 2 p.m. ET/11 a.m. PT and again at 2 a.m. ET/11 p.m. PT and 4 a.m. ET/1 a.m. 
PT Monday. At these times, “Meet The Press” will also air on SIRIUS channel 90 and XM channel 120. 
Please check local listings or the "Meet the Press" website (http://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press) for television and radio 
broadcast times in your area or to get transcripts of the show. Follow us on Twitter @MeetThePress and @NBCNewsPR. 
 
 
October 4,2020 
Good Sunday morning. If there is any good to come from the terribly unsettling news that the President of the United States has been 
infected and hospitalized with the coronavirus, it is this: Perhaps Americans who have flouted medical advice to social distance and 
wear masks will now take this disease more seriously. This is happening just as the country is experiencing a rise in cases, amid fears 
that colder weather will lead to yet another deadly wave of the pandemic. Yesterday, the White House initially offered a far less 
upbeat report on Mr. Trump's condition than his doctors did, creating public confusion and further doubts about whether we can trust 
what the administration ever tells us. There are many questions still to be answered: Can and should Vice President Pence campaign 
while Mr. Trump is hospitalized? Will there be more presidential debates? And if so, will they be in person? And could Senate 
Republican plans for Amy Coney Barrett's fast-track confirmation get derailed? The news came after a debate performance that was 
roundly criticized for the president's behavior. Our new NBC News - Wall Street Journal poll shows a dramatic change in an election 
that had been free of dramatic changes until now. Joe Biden leads Mr. Trump among registered voters by a shocking 14 points, 53 to 
39 percent, under 40, by far his biggest lead in our poll so far. Just two weeks ago Biden's lead was just eight points, 51 to 43. A word 
of caution: Our pollsters point out that this poll was taken right after a consequential and unsettling event -- that debate. Translation: 
these numbers could be quite volatile. So we’re going to wait to see if this Biden surge is a short-term thing or part of a trend. We 
have the news covered from all angles, and we begin with our own Kelly O'Donnell at Walter Reed Medical Center. We have the 
news covered from all angles and we begin with our own Kelly O’Donnell at Walter Reed Medical Center. So Kelly, what is the latest 
on the president's condition? And I guess I have to qualify it, and who's telling us the latest on the president's condition? 
October 11,2020 
With just three weeks to go, how does President Trump change the trajectory of this race? My guests this morning: Democratic 
Senator Dick Durbin of Illinois and Republican Senator Ted Cruz of Texas. Plus, Bill Gates, one-on-one -- 
Good Sunday morning. From his first day in office, Donald Trump has been the shock-and-awe president. But it's possible, with three 
weeks until Election Day, that Mr. Trump has lost his ability to shock and awe us. And with his poll numbers slipping, what we've 
seen in the past week has been especially Trumpian even for President Trump. He told Americans not to let the coronavirus dominate 
their lives after he received access to treatments most Americans still can't get -- claimed there's now a cure for Covid in a lengthy 
appearance on Rush Limbaugh's radio show -- appeared on another show for a so-called virtual medical exam with a friendly Fox 
doctor in another city -- urged his attorney general to indict Joe Biden and President Obama -- successfully pressured Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo to agree to release Hillary Clinton emails -- pulled out of Covid relief talks, then pulled back in -- and pulled out 
of the next debate, then begged back in, then it was canceled. Are we shocked? Are we awed? Or are we shrugging our shoulders and 
shaking our heads? The flurry of activity has helped to put the president in political peril. In five battleground states, the 538 polling 
average has Joe Biden at 50 percent or higher. That includes Wisconsin, Michigan and Pennsylvania, the three states that put Mr. 
Trump over the top in 2016. And when you look at the other swing states, Biden is leading in every one but Texas -- and it's 
remarkable that we're even talking about Texas -- meaning that a 1980-like Reagan landslide is not totally out of the question. Even 
now with the president cleared by his doctor to return to campaigning, his sinking poll numbers have made fellow Republicans 
nervous about their own prospects in November. 
October 18,2020 
This morning I'll speak to Governor Whitmer, to Health and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar and to Michael Osterholm of the 
University of Minnesota. Joining me for insight and analysis are: Mark Leibovich, chief national correspondent for The New York 
Times Magazine, former Democratic Congresswoman Donna Edwards, Ashley Parker, White House reporter for The Washington 
Post, and former Republican governor of North Carolina Pat McCrory. Welcome to Sunday. It's Meet the Press. 
Good Sunday morning. As if we hadn't faced enough already in this year, 2020 is about to deal us two more challenges. First, in just 
over two weeks our deeply divided country is going to have an election that will reveal its character and direction over the next four 
years. In our new NBC News - Wall Street Journal poll, by a 50 to 34 percent margin, registered voters say they are better off now 



than they were four years ago. Good news for President Trump, right? Well, at the same time, by a 58 to 38 percent margin, voters say 
the country is worse off than it was four years ago. So what do those seemingly contradictory results tell us? That this year it is not the 
economy, stupid, it's the coronavirus. Which brings us to the second challenge: a frightening new surge of infections and Covid-19 
deaths. In recent weeks we've experienced an increase in cases that looks very much like the beginning of a third peak, with Friday 
hitting the highest one-day total since July 24th, when we were in the middle of peak two. In the past two weeks, 28 states and 
Washington, DC have seen case numbers increase by 25 percent or more. With the virus the greatest threat to the president’s re-
election, President Trump routinely insists that we are rounding the corner. Rounding the corner. Or are we really going in circles? 
October 25,2020 
 Joining me for insight and analysis are: Amy Walter, national editor for the Cook Political Report, Yamiche Alcindor, White House 
correspondent for PBS NewsHour, NBC News senior political editor Mark Murray, and Anna Palmer, senior Washington 
correspondent for Politico. Welcome to Sunday. It's Meet the Press. Good Sunday morning. Nine days. Nine days before Americans 
finally decide who will take the oath of office on January 20th. Nine days before control of the United States Senate could be 
determined. And nine days before we have a sense of whether the country says, yes, we want four more years of President Trump or 
whether voters say they've had enough and they choose Joe Biden. Thursday's debate probably changed little, which may be a good 
thing if you're ahead nationally by roughly nine points, as Biden is right now. But where does the race stand? Here's an easy way to 
look at it. Let's start with the 2016 election map that President Trump rode to victory. Now let's assume right now, as the campaigns 
are assuming, that Joe Biden takes two Trump states where he's been consistently ahead all year, Wisconsin and Michigan, throw in 
Nebraska's second Congressional district, as Nebraska splits their electoral votes, where he's also leading. If that happens, it leaves 
President Trump with this path. He could not afford to lose any of the following states: Pennsylvania, North Carolina, Florida or 
Arizona and right now he is trailing in all four right now. But they are close. But again, if he loses any one of those, it’s game over. 
Remember, this also assumes Mr. Trump hangs on to Ohio and to Iowa and to Georgia and to Texas, all of which, right now, neck and 
neck. And if Mr. Trump was searching for an October surprise he did get it, but it may not the one he was looking for. We are now 
well into a frightening record third surge of Covid cases that has just hit Vice President Pence's staff very hard, just as Mr. Trump and 
Mr. Biden are making their closing arguments. 
November 1,2020 – 
This morning, we'll get reports from our four battleground states that could decide who wins this election, from two experts on how 
safe your vote is and on the chances the election could be decided by lawsuits, and from our pollsters on the latest numbers and 
whether we could see another election night shocker. Joining me for insight and analysis are: NBC News White House correspondent 
Kristen Welker, NBC News Capitol Hill correspondent Kasie Hunt, , Rich Lowry, editor of National Review, and former Democratic 
senator of Missouri Claire McCaskill. Welcome to Sunday and a special election edition of Meet the Pres. Well, good Sunday 
morning from our election headquarters right here at Rockefeller Center in New York City. We are just two days before the strangest 
presidential election in our lifetimes, fought amid the deadliest pandemic in a century, will finally come to an end. Or will it? Yes, on 
Tuesday millions will go to the polls either to re-elect President Trump or make him a one-term president in favor of Joe Biden. Not 
only don't we know who's going to win but because nearly 92 million people so far -- a record -- have already voted and some 
battleground states count early votes very, very slowly and late, we don't know when we're going to know who's going to win. But 
here's what we do know: Our final NBC News - Wall Street Journal poll, completed overnight, shows Joe Biden leading President 
Trump by 10 points among registered voters, 52-42. That 10-point spread, that’s the biggest for any presidential candidate in our poll 
at this late stage since Bill Clinton’s re-election in 1996. And for those of you with dreams -- or nightmares -- about a 2016 repeat, it is 
worth noting that our last poll four years ago showed Hillary Clinton with a shrinking four-point lead -- it 44-40 on this morning four 
years ago. That was down from a 10 point lead and, more importantly, Clinton's 44 number left a whole lot of undecideds in a 
campaign where far fewer early votes had been banked. And remember, all of this is happening amid a coronavirus pandemic that has 
resulted in the US in more than nine million cases. It has taken 232,000 lives and counting so far and not only isn't it rounding the 
corner, it is at its highest peak yet. And with Midwestern battleground states being hit particularly hard in this moment. Yesterday, 
President Trump, Joe Biden and their running mates were all across the battleground making their closing arguments. 
November 8,2020 
Two Georgia runoffs in January will decide control of the Senate. Joining me for insight and analysis are: NBC News senior 
Washington correspondent Andrea Mitchell, Democratic pollster Cornell Belcher, Wall Street Journal columnist Peggy Noonan and 
David Wasserman, House editor for the Cook Political Report. Welcome to Sunday and a special election edition of Meet the Press. 
Perhaps by now, you know the story. Biden won by rebuilding -- barely -- the Democrats' northern industrial blue wall, taking 
Wisconsin, Michigan and Pennsylvania, all of them narrowly, after all, Wisconsin’s technically going to be a recount, and, more 
importantly adding, it looks like, perhaps, two Sun Belt states, Georgia and Arizona. Of course, those races are not called, but Biden 
leads in both. Biden is heading for a solid if unspectacular popular vote victory, somewhere in between Barack Obama's 2008 and 
2012 wins. But the raw vote is quite impressive. The big lesson of this election; 2016 was not a fluke, it was a signal. While voters 
rejected President Trump, the individual, he still won far more votes than last time and it was hardly the wholesale rejection of 
Trumpism that Democrats had anticipated. Still, the president, who has yet to concede, is refusing even to admit that he lost. He's 
claiming that illegal votes put Joe Biden over the top which is false. He’s claiming that "Joe Biden is rushing to falsely pose as the 
winner." That is not true. And that he actually won the election, and did so by a lot. Well that’s wrong, and as you can see by these 
numbers, by a lot. In that spirit, President Trump and his allies have launched about a dozen lawsuits to overturn the outcome of the 
election. We've got the story covered this morning, from the presidential election, to the Senate control, to the House. And we're going 
to start with two reports, beginning with NBC News White House correspondent Kristen Welker who's at Biden headquarters in 
Wilmington, Delaware. So Kristen, they want a signal that the work of the presidency begins now. What are you learning? 
 



 
 
November 15,2020 
My guests this morning: Biden's incoming chief of staff, Ron Klain, and the Republican governor of Arkansas, Asa Hutchinson. Also, 
record Covid spike. And a good Sunday morning. Nearly two weeks after an Election Day contest won by Joe Biden by more than 5.5 
million votes so far, and by a comfortable electoral vote margin, the country is facing two interconnected crises. One, the president of 
the United States refuses to concede the election, claiming falsely that it was somehow stolen. His attorney general is currently 
encouraging investigations into voter fraud, despite a lack of evidence that any exists. His secretary of state is suggesting the president 
will be inaugurated for a second term. Perhaps, he was kidding. The president has fired his defense secretary and is filling the Defense 
Department with loyalists, some of whom traffic in conspiracy theories. If this were happening anywhere else, our State Department 
would be issuing grim reports about the future of that country's democracy. But that country is this country. It's happening here. 
Making matters worse, the administration is refusing to allow Biden's team access to secure communications and classified briefings, 
including Operation Warp Speed, which covers vaccine distribution for the exploding Covid crisis. And in fact, this is happening as 
President Trump is all but ignoring the pandemic, reportedly not having even met with his own coronavirus task force in at least five 
months. The pandemic is at its highest peak yet. In just the last week, 31 states have set records for new cases and the last six days 
have seen the highest case counts nationwide. In short, President Trump is refusing to acknowledge two realities: his defeat and 
Covid-19. But the virus does not care as it continues its march across the country, doing exactly what experts have long predicted it 
would do. 
 
November 22,2020 –  
My guest this morning: Trump Campaign Senior Advisor Jason Miller, Former Democratic Presidential Candidate Pete Buttigieg, 
Sen. Mark Warner (D-VA), Gerald Seib, Kristen Welker and Fmr. Gov. Scott Walker 
I'll talk to the top Democrat on the Senate Intelligence Committee, Mark Warner. Joining me for insight and analysis are: NBC News 
White House correspondent Kristen Welker, Gerald Seib of the Wall Street Journal, and former Republican Governor of Wisconsin, 
Scott Walker. Welcome to Sunday, it's Meet the Press. Good Sunday morning. The Democrats came out of their first-ever virtual 
convention making their case against President Trump both by looking to the past with luminaries like President Obama and to the 
future, with the woman they hope will become the next vice president, Kamala Harris. Joe Biden delivered what may have been the 
speech of his life, putting to rest, at least for now, the caricature President Trump has painted of him as mentally infirm and not up to 
the job. And Democrats made headway in uniting their often divided party, reaching out to Republicans, and stretching their tent 
without ripping it, yet. In short, they're coming out of their convention running the same campaign they did four years ago -- more on 
character and decency than on policy -- only this time against an incumbent president and with a nominee with lower negatives. So 
now, it's the Republicans' turn. President Trump will not have the tens of thousands of cheering supporters packed into an arena that 
he so desperately wanted. The coronavirus settled that. He will have four days to rewrite the Democrats' portrayal of him as the great 
threat to American democracy into one of a president who made America great again, is tougher on crime than Joe Biden and more 
trusted on the economy. But President Trump enters his convention trailing in the polls, with the coronavirus still out of control and 
the economy in tatters. And he's sounding increasingly desperate, perhaps fearful of losing, describing a dystopian view of America if 
Biden wins, with the president as the only thing standing between us and the end of American civilization. 
 
November 29,2020 
How much is President Trump trying to tie President-elect Biden's hands in hot spots like Iran and Afghanistan? I'll talk to the former 
Chair of the Joint Chiefs, Admiral Michael Mullen, about why a smooth transition is critical to national security. Joining me for 
insight and analysis are: NBC News Capitol Hill Correspondent Kasie Hunt, Hugh Hewitt, host on the Salem Radio Network, O. Kay 
Henderson, news director of the Radio Iowa Network and Michael Eric Dyson of Vanderbilt University. Welcome to Sunday. It's 
Meet the Press. Good Sunday morning and I hope you're having a safe and enjoyable Thanksgiving Day weekend. Throughout 
America's Covid crisis there has been a parade of grim statistics. Among them: As of this morning, there have been more than 13.3 
million cases and more than 266,000 deaths in the United States alone, with little reason to believe things will improve in the short 
run. But if there is one statistic that stands out above all the others it's this one: The United States has four percent of the world's 
population and somehow has 19 percent of the world’s Covid deaths. This is hardly what people mean by American exceptionalism 
and no amount of gainsaying or presidential tweeting that increased testing is somehow to blame can wish away this dubious honor. 
This weekend tens of millions ignored pleas from health experts and some government officials to avoid travel and instead spend time 
at home with their immediate families. The result may well be a Covid surge beyond the record numbers we've seen. How did we get 
here? Did we lose faith in our government because our government gave us reason to lose faith in it? Was it a decades-long assault on 
science and objective facts particularly by some on the right? Was it a fractured media environment that invites people to seek 
alternative facts that fit their personal worldview? Or are we just fed up, done with months of Zoom meetings and closed stores and 
kids home from school that we've simply had enough, enough that millions feel it's worth taking a big risk to have a brief sense of 
normalcy? Whatever the cause, the results are clear: Millions are being infected, hospitals are near their breaking point and health care 
workers are the ones paying the price. 
 
December 6,2020 
Dr. Deborah Birx, White House Coronavirus Response Coordinator, Sen. Joe Manchin (D-WV), Gabriel Sterling, Georgia Voting 
Systems Implementation Manger, Kimberly Atkins, Steve Kornacki, Jeff Mason, Danielle Pletka. Good Sunday morning. Consider 
what has happened over the past week. Hospitalizations in the US for Covid-19 exceeded 100,000 for the first time. Daily cases of 



Covid-19 exceeded 200,000 for the first time and the second and the third and the fourth. The confirmed daily death toll from Covid-
19 exceeded 2,000 for the second time and the third and the fourth and the fifth and the sixth. This past week Covid was the leading 
cause of death in America. If only that were the worst of it. Robert Redfield, the head of the Centers for Disease Control, says 
December, January and February will be "the most difficult time in the public health history of this nation. 
 
December 13,2020 
Dr. Francis Collins, Director, National Institutes of Health, Sen. Chris Coons (D-DE), Sen. Lamar Alexander (R-TN), Kristen Welker, 
Lanhee Chen and Matt Bai. ood Sunday morning. Here's a scene we have all been waiting for: trucks carrying Pfizer's newly 
authorized vaccine are rolling out this morning, it’s a welcome sign of progress as the country faces a crisis of health and a crisis of 
leadership. Look at this: Covid is now responsible for six of the ten deadliest days in U.S. history, including two days this past week. 
Pearl Harbor has already been knocked off the top-10 list and 9/11 will soon follow. We're not including events like Gettysburg or the 
1918 pandemic, because the daily number of deaths for those events are unreliable. Sadly, things are likely to get even worse. Over the 
past week there have been nearly 1.5 million newly confirmed cases of Covid. It’s an average of almost 212,000 new cases per day. 
So right now, take a look at the counter at the bottom of your screen. We started it at the top of the hour, to show you what 212,000 
new cases a day comes to in 60 minutes, the length of this broadcast. It's a sobering figure. We’re going to go back to the counter 
throughout the hour, but as you can see, already we’re almost at 500 cases. In addition to this attack on our health, there's the 
simultaneous attack on our democracy. Late Friday, the Supreme Court rejected a lawsuit filed by 18 Republican state attorneys 
general and supported by more than 120 Republican members of Congress — more than half of the Republicans in Congress — to 
overturn the legitimate results of the presidential election. That President Trump would support such an anti-small-d democratic move, 
that’s no longer a surprise. More alarming is the willingness of so many Republicans to debase themselves and the democracy that 
they've sworn to serve, simply for fear of losing a primary to a more Trumpian candidate. Read this list. Learn the names. The courts 
have preserved our democracy, for now. Hopefully, we can all now focus our efforts on one front: the health front, where the progress 
on vaccines offers hope for relief in the midst of what is likely to be a very tough winter. 
 
December 20,2020 
Dr. Vivek Murthy, Incoming U.S. Surgeon General, Sen. Mitt Romney (R-UT), Kyle McGowan, Former Chief of Staff, Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, Amanda Campbell, Former Deputy Chief of Staff, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Hallie 
Jackson, Yamiche Alcindor and Rich Lowr  
Good Sunday morning. There are two ways to look at the Covid-19 crisis today. Once again, there is real reason for optimism. 
Americans have begun receiving the Pfizer vaccine and this weekend Moderna's vaccine was authorized for emergency use, adding 
millions more doses to be rolled out starting this morning especially in more rural parts with normal freezers. All this offers the kind 
of hope we've been longing for throughout this crisis. At the same time, thought, the pandemic continues to tear through the country. 
The four highest Covid case counts since the Coronavirus hit were recorded just last week, as were four of the eight highest daily 
death totals, including the top two. As we've noted, we're now experiencing a 9/11 every day, and it’s worse than a 9/11 on some days. 
After September 11th, the government created a commission to study what went wrong. How did we miss the clues? Our question this 
morning: Is it time to establish a 9/11-like commission to study how significant parts of our government missed this -- chose to 
dismiss the obvious danger making it impossible for health officials to do their jobs. Some things undeniably have gone right, like 
those vaccines created by our scientists in record-breaking time. But there are many other areas to probe: Like why was the nationwide 
Covid testing system so deeply flawed? Or the consequences of a president who spent his energy denying the pandemic, mocking 
safety measures like mask wearing and social distancing. Or allegations that the Trump administration increasingly exerted influence 
over the CDC's messaging and data to play down the severity of the virus. Our resulting loss of trust in government will only make it 
harder to fight this pandemic at the very moment people need to be persuaded to take the vaccine and bring this horror to an end. 
 
December 27,2020 
Claire McCaskill, John Sununu and Kristen Welker 
Good Sunday morning and I hope you are all enjoying a safe and happy and healthy holiday break. Joe Biden has been preparing to be 
president for most of his adult life. He was 29 years old when he was first elected in 1972 to the U.S. Senate in Delaware. And he has 
run for president in 1988, in 2008 and, of course, again this year. At the beginning of the campaign, Biden was largely dismissed as 
the past his prime, centrist Democrat, flailing in an increasingly progressive party. Biden finished fourth in Iowa, and an even more 
embarrassing fifth in New Hampshire. But roughly three weeks later, he lapped the field in South Carolina, and then all but swept the 
Super Tuesday contests en route to the nomination. He beat the Democrats by running to their right, and then he beat President Trump 
by running to his left, winning more than 81 million votes, by far the most ever by any candidate for president. So what kind of 
president will this most prepared president make? We brought together NBC News White House correspondent Kristen Welker and 
former Republican Senator John Sununu of New Hampshire and former Democratic Senator Claire McCaskill of Missouri, both of 
whom have served with Biden. We're going to look back at many of the 50 times that Joe Biden has been on Meet the Press and on 
other NBC News broadcasts over the years, including 2020. We'll hear his thoughts on domestic policy, foreign policy and we're 
going to begin with what he said about governing a divided nation, including a Meet the Press appearance not long after George W. 
Bush won a controversial 2000 election. 


