
WDSU TV 
New Orleans, LA 

 
COMMUNITY NEEDS AND ISSUES 

January 1-March 31, 2015 
  

1st Quarter 2015  
 

Based upon WDSU-TV's involvement in its community and input from 
community leaders and civic organizations, WDSU-TV has determined the 

following issues are the chief concerns of the New Orleans Community: 
 

•Crime 
Street crimes, turf wars, and the sale and use of illegal drugs and 
guns are a serious threat to the community and its residents, particularly 
young people. 
 
•Housing 
The lack of affordable housing is one of the most serious 
issues facing residents who are trying to return to New Orleans. 
Efforts to revitalize housing and stabilize prices are fundamental to the 
economic success of the city. 
 
•Health 
An inadequate health care system and the shortage of hospitals, clinics 
and medical personnel in the area are profound issues 
of concern for residents and businesses alike. 
 
 
•Education 
The status of the troubled Orleans Parish school system and of students, 
parents and teachers, along with the challenge of rebuilding the educational 
infrastructure, are pressing challenges in the post-Katrina environment.  
 
 
•Levee Protection 
The condition of repairs to the levee system by the Army Corps of Engineers 
is a fundamental concern for residents as they decide whether to return New 
Orleans and rebuild.  The security and stability of the levees are essential for 
the growth and resurgence of the city.  



•Economy/Jobs 
The economy of New Orleans and surrounding parishes will affect 
individuals’ abilities to return home, make above-minimum wages and 
support families. What are leaders doing to keep companies from leaving the 
city and to recruit new businesses, and what measures are they taking to 
address high levels of poverty in New Orleans? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Date 

 
Program 

Time/ 
Duration 

Issue Description 

1.1.15 6pm Newscast 6:05 
1:10 

Crime The shooting deaths of a father and son 
in Gentilly are the first murders of the 
New Year for the city. 

1.4.15 Meet the Prise 60:00 Crime/Econom
y 

SEN. BARRASSO: SCALISE MADE 
A ‘GRAVE MISTAKE;’ MAYOR 
BOWSER: DC RESIDENTS 
"DESERVE FULL DEMOCRACY 
AND STATEHOOD” 
Sen. Barrasso on the first bill from the 
new Republican Congress: “The 
president's going to see the Keystone 
XL pipeline on his desk, and it is going 
to be a bellwether decision by the 
president...” DC Police Chief Lanier on 
relationships with the community and 
the police:  “You want to do it every 
single day.  You can't do it in crisis. “ 
Mayor Bowser on DC marijuana law:  
“We're going to explore every option to 
get our law enforced” 

1.2.15  WDSU News This 
Morning  

6:03 
:35 

 Economy/Jobs The Sugar Bowl game, part of a new 
championship playoff setup, brought 
large crowds to the city and was very 
successful for local businesses. 

 1.4.15 Sunday 5pm 
Newscast  

5:08 
:20  

 Levees/Flood 
Protection 

A nearly one million dollar project to 
help reduce flooding in northern 
Terrebonne parish is now complete. 

 1.5.15 6pm Newscast 6:07 
1:45 

Crime  A group on the social media site 
Facebook calls for a rally against crime 
in the French Quarter.  

 1.7.15 4pm Newscast  4:37 
:21 

Housing  The mayor announces that New 
Orleans is the first city to provide 
homes to all of the homeless vets who 
were living on the streets here. The city 
reportedly found homes for over 200 
homeless veterans. 

1.9.15 WDSU News This 
Morning 

6:07 
:20 

Education According to a national poll, the state’s 
quality of education still ranks near the 
bottom of the rankings, but at 44th, the 
poll says that the state has come up 
from the lower ranking of 49th last year. 

1.10.15  Saturday 6am 
Newscast 

 6:36 
2:30 

 Health A medical correspondent discusses the 
health benefits of breast feeding and 
how it is beneficial to both the child 



and to the mother. 
1.11.15 Meet the Press 60:00  “MEET THE PRESS” 1/11/15 -- AG 

HOLDER: US IS “AT WAR WITH 
TERRORISTS,” NO DECISION ON 
PETRAEUS; BROOKS: “LET'S GET 
OFFENDED A LITTLE MORE” 
Holder: “The thing that keeps me up 
most at night -- this concern about the 
lone wolf who goes undetected” AG 
dodges on Petraeus decision: “will have 
to be decided by the appropriate people 
in the Justice Department” Reza Aslan: 
the Muslim community needs “to do a 
better job of providing a 
counternarrative 

 1.12.15  5pm Newscast 5:25 
1:40 

Economy/Jobs   Local crawfish say it looks like it will 
be a good season for the popular item. 
They say that mild weather and good 
fuel prices have them optimistic.  

1.13.15  5pm Newscast  5:23 
1:45  

 Health A report on how seniors can stay safe 
and healthy during the recent cold 
weather snap. 

1.15.15  6pm Newscast 6:03 
2:20 

 Crime Neighbors come to the help of a 
Bywater woman after someone breaks 
into her home and tries to assault her.  

1.16.15   WDSU News This 
Morning 

 6:07 
1:15 

 Education A new charter school opens in Algiers. 
The new building replaces temporary 
modular classes which replaced the 
original school damaged in Hurricane 
Katrina. Officials are pleased that the 
new school is state of the art. 

1.19.15  10 pm Newscast 10:02 
:25 

 Education A state law to help special ed students 
may violate federal law. Authorities are 
warned that the standards are set too  
low for students and must be raised. 

1.21.15  5pm Newscast 5:00 
2:00  

 Education The Orleans Parish School Board has 
chosen its next superintendent. The 
board has been searching for a new 
superintendent for over two years. 

1.23.15  5pm Newscast 5:08 
1:00  

 Crime Police arrest a suspect who they say is 
a part of seven armed robberies in the 
uptown area over the past two weeks. 

1.25.15 Meet the Press 60:00 Crime “Meet the Press with Chuck Todd” 
featured an interview about the United 
States’ fight against ISIS with White 
House Chief of Staff Denis 



McDonough; a discussion about 2016 
politics with former Arkansas 
Governor Mike Huckabee (R); an 
conversation about violence in the 
name of Islam with NBA legend 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar; and a political 
panel with NBC News special 
correspondent Tom Brokaw, Baltimore 
mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake (D), 
Helene Cooper of the New York Times 
and radio talk show host Hugh Hewitt. 

 1.26.15  4pm Newscast 4:06 
1:00  

 Crime Police are investigating three separate 
murders over a 24-hour period in the 
city. Police have arrested one suspect in 
one of the shootings. 

 1.27.15 6pm Newscast    Levee/Flood 
Protection 

A major flood protection project in the 
uptown area continues along two 
popular streets. The project will be 
completed in two years but will have a 
great impact on preventing flooding in 
an area that had been prone to flooding. 

 1.29.15 5pm Newscast  5:05 
1:30 

Crime  The chronic shortage of police officers 
leads NOPD Chief Harrison to consider 
NOPD Reserves and asking retired 
police officers to consider coming back 
to the force. 

 1.30.15 4pm Newscast 4:07 
:22 

 Education A member of the state’s top school 
board says that she and three other 
members want a special meeting to 
discuss upcoming common core tests. 
The four members of the board have 
long criticized the common core 
standards. 

 2.1.15 Sunday Morning 
8am Newscast 

 8:07 
:30 

 Economy/Jobs The start of the Mardi Gras season 
kicks off with the Krewe du Vieux 
parade. Businesses and residents are 
excited about the start of the season. 

 2.2.15 6pm Newscast 6:15 
1:30 

 Housing The homeless problem is a growing 
issue for some downtown residents and 
businesses. The city removed some 
barricades that had prevented homeless 
camps from being set up near their 
businesses. The return of the homeless 
camps at the start of the Mardi Gras 
season concerns businesses. 

     



 2.3.15  4pm Newscast  4:06 
:30 

 Flooding/Levee 
Protection 

An extensive levee project costing an 
estimated 9.2 million dollars and aimed 
at protecting lower Plaquemines Parish 
will begin construction in the next 
month. 

2.5.15  6pm Newscast 6:00 
2:15 

 Education The St. Tammany School Board meets 
to discuss their actions should parents 
pull their children out of the Common 
Core standardized testing next month. 

 2.6.15 WDSU News This 
Morning  

 6:24 
:35 

Health  According to research, Louisiana is one 
of 17 states that has a preschool 
vaccination rate below 90% but the 
state has a higher than 90% rate for 
kids entering kindergarten. 

 2.10.15 10pm Newscast  10:03 
:40 

Crime The NOPD shortage during Mardi Gras 
has made it difficult for officers to be 
assigned to off-duty details.  

 2.11.15 WDSU News  This 
Morning  

 6:24 
:22 

Housing  Terrebonne Parish is planning on 
turning an old elementary school into 
affordable apartments. The plan is to 
turn the school into 103 mixed-income 
apartments to be completed in 2017. 

2.13.15 6pm Newscast 6:01 
2:00 

Crime Two men were shot and killed and the 
suspect was arrested shortly afterward 
during a high profile Mardi Gras 
parade. The shooting happened along 
popular St. Charles Ave. during the 
Muses parade.  

2.16.15  4pm Newscast 4:18 
:30 

 Crime On Lundi Eve, the day before Mardi 
Gras, the State Police issue a report that 
says so far during this Mardi Gras 
season, they have seized over 300 
thousand dollars in illegal narcotics and 
have made over 140 arrests.  

 2.17.15 10pm Newscast 10:16 
2:15  

 Economy/Jobs Even with a cold snap, Mardi Gras 
2015 ends successfully. Local hotels 
were almost booked to capacity. 

 2.19.15 10pm Newscast 10:03 
:30  

 Levees/Flood 
Protection 

The lawsuit filed by the Southeast 
Louisiana Flood Protection Authority 
against multiple oil companies, 
blaming them for damage to the 
wetlands, was dismissed by the judge 
last week. The Authority stated that 
they would file an appeal. 

 2.21.15 Saturday 5pm 
Newscast  

5:03 
1:50  

 Education Some state lawmakers are suggesting 
that the financially strapped colleges, 



UNO and SUNO consolidate. The plan 
receives mixed reviews from students. 

2.22.15 Meet the Press 60:00 Economy/Jobs “Meet the Press with Chuck Todd” 
featured interviews with Homeland 
Security Sec. Jeh Johnson, former RNC 
chairman and former Gov. Haley 
Barbour (R-MS), and Senate Foreign 
Affairs Committee chairman Bob 
Corker (R-TN); a deep dive into the 
future of voting rights in America with 
Rep. Charles Dent (R-PA) and 
Sherrilyn Ifill, President and Director-
Counsel, NAACP Legal Defense & 
Educational Fund; and a panel 
discussion with The Washington Post’s 
Michael Gerson, Fmr. White House 
Press SecretaryRobert Gibbs, The 
Washington Post’s Nia-Malika 
Henderson and The Cook Political 
Report’sAmy Walter. 

2.23.15  5pm Newscast 5:05 
1:45  

 Health After months of discussion, a new 
company has been approved to run the 
West Jefferson Medical Center. 
Officials are happy that the contract for 
the hospital has been finalized. 

2.24.15 6pm Newscast 6:05 
1:15 

Economy/Jobs  Union workers at the Norco refinery 
continue their strike and the effects are 
starting affect small businesses in the 
area. 

 2.25.15  WDSU News 
Early This Morning 

 5:03 
1:15 

Housing  Some students from Loyola University 
spend the night sleeping outside to 
bring attention to the city’s homeless 
issue. 

2.26.15 5pm Newscast 5:00 
:35 

Crime The FBI launches an investigation into 
the Mardi Gras weekend beating of a 
teenager by a Jefferson Parish deputy.  
The teenager, who was with a large 
group, and the officer got into an 
altercation in a mall parking lot. 

2.27.15  6pm Newscast  6:05 
1:45  

 Crime As heroin makes a comeback, deputies 
in Washington Parish launch a roundup 
of suspected drug dealers and arrest 16 
people who the authorities believe were 
heavily involved in the heroin trade in 
Bogalusa. 

3.1.15  Sunday Morning 8:10  Education Louisiana’s 8th Annual College Goal 



8am Newscast  1:15  Sunday is taking place at 15 locations 
around the state. Volunteers provide 
free assistance in helping complete the 
FAFSA forms for federal student aid. 

 3.2.15 WDSU News This 
Morning  

 6:09 
1:00 

Crime  The mayor’s office releases a report 
that touts the city’s low murder rate but 
a university criminologist says that the 
mayor isn’t telling the whole story. 
While the city’s murder rate is down, 
the numbers for other crimes, including 
robbery, shootings and rapes are up. 

 3.3.15 4pm Newscast   4:00 
:30 

 Crime A mother and her 8-year old daughter 
are shot and killed and a third woman 
wounded in an overnight shooting in 
New Orleans East. 

 3.4.15 4pm Newscast 4:30 
1:40 

Health/Crime 
Education  

A local high school conducts a 
“Sudden Impact” mock car crash to 
warn students about the dangers of 
texting and other distractions while 
driving. 

 3.5.15 6pm Newscast 6:16 
:35 

 Education Groundbreaking begins on a new 
technical campus on the north shore. 
The campus will have three buildings 
including Northshore Technical 
College.  

3.6.15  10pm Newscast 10:06 
:25 

 Crime The suspect accused in the shooting 
deaths of a mother and her daughter 
was arrested in Florida and authorities 
have filed for extradition. 

3.8.15  10pm Sunday 
Newscast 

10:03 
2:15  

Crime In a violent night 24 hours in the metro 
area, 4 people were killed and two 
others injured. Authorities have made 
one arrest in one of the shootings while 
police are investigating the other 
shootings. 

 3.10.15 6pm Newscast  6:09 
:25 

Health  The opening of the new University 
Medical Center has been delayed due 
to new staff needing to be trained. The 
construction is scheduled to be 
completed in April and the hospital is 
now scheduled to open in August. 

3.11.15 6pm Newscast 6:13 
1:15 

Levee/Flood 
Protection 

The Corps of Engineers begins an 82 
million dollar project along uptown 
Napoleon Ave. of clearing out the 
neutral ground and is part of a project 
that plans to improve drainage in the 



often flooded area. 
3.13.15 WDSU  News This 

Morning 
6:08 
1:20 

Economy/Jobs The Magnolia Marketplace, a new 
shopping center which is a part of the 
redevelopment of the Claiborne 
corridor, opens. Customers and 
businesses are excited about the 
success of the market. 

3.14.15 Saturday 10pm 
Newscast 

 Levee/Flood 
Protection 

Lafourche Parish will begin the second 
phase of a 200 million dollar 
restoration which will protect the parish 
from storm surge by adding barrier 
island shoreline which is south of Port 
Fourchon. The funds come from part of 
the BP oil spill settlement. 

3.16.15 5pm Newscast 5:10 
:25 

Education Louisiana’s public school students 
begin taking the controversial Common 
Core standardized tests today. Parents 
say the test is too complicated and 
hundreds of parents have opted out of 
having their children take the test. 

3.19.15 10pm Newscast 10:15 
:45 

Health Children’s Hospital will be expanding 
after getting permission to demolish 
several buildings on the site of the 
former Children’s Hospital uptown. 
The new expansion will include the site 
of the former adolescent hospital across 
the street. Parents are excited that the 
hospital will be expanding. 

3.20.15 5pm Newscast 5:08 
:45 

Health/ 
Economy/Jobs 

A smoking ban which is about to go 
into effect in New Orleans, has 
Harrah’s Casino trying to convince city 
officials to let the casino have some 
smoking areas. If no agreement is 
reached, state lawmakers say that they 
will delay sending casino support 
money to the city because such a ban 
would harm the casino and that the 
state could lose over 17 million dollars 
in revenue over two years because of 
New Orleans smoking ban. 

3.20.15 10pm Newscast 9:59 
9:00 

Crime In breaking news, shots are fired at 
Armstrong International Airport when 
a man attacks TSA officials with 
poisonous spray and a machete. Law 
enforcement officials in the airport 
immediately respond, shooting the 



suspect. 
3.21.15 Saturday 5pm 

Newscast 
5:01 
2:15 

Crime The suspect in last night’s airport 
attack dies from his wounds. Officials 
say that the suspect was also carrying 
explosives at the time. Officials are still 
investigating the incident. 

3.23.15 6pm Newscast 6:15 
:25 

Crime Six people were arrested in St. Bernard 
Parish in the largest heroin operation 
ever in the parish. Deputies seized 
more than half a pound of heroin with a 
street value of over $100,000. 

3.24.15 5pm Newscast 5:00 
2:30 

Crime An overnight shooting in the lower 9th 
ward leaves a pizza delivery man, who 
was the father of three young children, 
dead from multiple gunshot wounds. 
Police have not identified a suspect. 

3.24.15 6pm Newscast 6:00 
1:10 

Jobs/Economy The vacant World Trade Center, a 
prominent landmark at the foot of 
Canal Street, will be redeveloped as a 
364 million dollar Four Seasons Hotel. 
The development will also include 
condos and two new wing additions to 
the structure. 

3.25.15 4pm Newscast 41 
1:30 

Crime New Orleans Mayor Mitch Landrieu 
proposes a French Quarter sales tax 
hike of quarter-of-a-cent that would be 
used to keep State Troopers patrolling 
the popular area. 

3.26.15 6pm Newscast 6:02 
1:45 

Jobs/Economy Residents and businesses along the 
edge of the French Quarter say that 
construction of the new Rampart 
streetcar line is damaging their homes 
and businesses. 

3.29.15 Meet the Press 60:00 Health GERMANWINGS CRASH A ‘MENTAL 
HEALTH FAILURE’? SAUDI AMB. AL-
JUBEIR: DECISION TO SEND GROUND 
TROOPS TO YEMEN NOT BEEN MADE 

     
 

 


