
  

“This Week in the Stateline” is our weekly Public Affairs Program that airs every Sunday 

from 6:00 am to 6:30 am, featuring a local host interviewing local guests about local 

topics of community interest. 

2021 1st Quarter 

 
1/3/21  1st guest, Heidi Ognibene of the Rock River Valley Blood Center talks about the 
need for blood during the holiday season, and how to go about donating in a COVID-19 
world.  2nd guest, Amy Newell of The Arc of Ogle, Winnebago & Boone Counties talks 
about how COVID-19 has affected individuals with mental and physical disabilities and 
why the 2021 “Chocoholic Frolic” fundraiser coming in February is so critical to the 
organization continuing.  3rd guest, Rockford Mayor Tom McNamara talks about recent 
gun violence in Rockford, COVID-19 vaccine updates, and his reflection on 2020 and 
resolutions for 2021. 
 
1/10/21  1st guest, Karen Carlson of GiGi’s Playhouse discusses their 10th anniversary 
of opening in Rockford, how individuals with Down Syndrome can receive services, and 
how it is fully funded by area volunteers.  2nd guest, Jean Lopez of Keep Northern 
Illinois Beautiful reminds listeners that this is the last weekend to recycle Christmas 
trees, with drop-off locations and how it benefits the community to recycle versus letting 
trees go to a landfill.  3rd guest, Rockford Mayor Tom McNamara talks about the latest 
COVID-19 numbers, easing of restrictions from the state, how he plans on addressing 
surge in violent crime, and the need for additional advisors at The Family Peace Center. 
 
1/17/21  1st guest, Laura Gibbs Green of the Rockford Park District talks about the 
upcoming Illinois Snow Sculpting Competition, what to expect and who is participating.  
2nd guest, Jeff Hultman, co-chair of The Greater Rockford Growth Project discusses the 
newly developed Greater Rockford Growth Project, its mission, and how The Rockford 
Development Group and Chamber of Commerce have joined together to form this 
initiative.  3rd guest, Rockford Mayor Tom McNamara discusses the newly created 3% 
cannabis sales tax and where the funds will be going, thanks to meeting with the 
community. He also talks about the approach as COVID-19 mitigations loosen from 
Level 3 to Level 2 in the area. 
 
1/24/21  1st guest, Rockford Mayor Tom McNamara talks about President Biden’s 
Inauguration, COVID-19 update on vaccines, new grants for the city, the upcoming vote 
to extend the Road Referendum, and the Rock-FOOD-ian Campaign with 
GoRockford.com.  2nd guest, Laura Gibbs Green of the Rockford Park District is on the 
program again to talk about the Illinois Snow Sculpting Competition starting this week. 
 
 
 
 



1/31/21  1st guest, Zach Satterlee of Lifescape Services discusses services for Seniors, 
the Meals on Wheels Program, and how community members can assist.  2nd guest, 
Belvidere Mayor Mike Chamberlain talks about how the Chrysler Plant is working with 
Swedish-American hospital to distribute COVID-19 vaccines among workers and in the 
community. He also discusses the Forward Boone initiative and the status of the School 
and Health Departments.  3rd guest, Rockford Mayor Tom McNamara discusses the 
status of Hard Rock Casino talks downstate in Illinois, COVID-19 vaccinations and why 
the positivity rate is lowering, and he thanks the city plowing departments for their 
tremendous snow removal work in the city this season. 
 
2/7/21  1st guest, Joe Landmichl of Alzheimer’s Association Rockford Branch discusses 
the services they provide, as well as early warning signs, how to get more information 
and how to support caregivers.  2nd guest, Jen Bowman of the YWCA talks about the 
Women of Achievement Award Nominations for 2021, the categories, how to nominate, 
and why these awards are so important to our community.  3rd guest, Rockford Mayor 
Tom McNamara discusses the current COVID-19 positivity rate, vaccinations and how 
to sign up, the Road Referendum coming up for vote on Feb. 23rd and how it will save 
homeowners from a tax increase and how roads are selected for repairs. 
 
2/14/21  1st guest, Amy Newell of The Arc of Ogle, Winnebago and Boone Counties 
discusses the Chocoholic Frolic later this month, how to place orders, and how the 
funds help individuals with developmental disabilities.  2nd guest, Freeport Mayor Jodi 
Miller highlights her new planning committee to bring events to downtown Freeport.  3rd 
guest, Rockford Mayor Tom McNamara talks about how the city is handling the cold 
winter and the homeless population, the latest ruling on the Hard Rock Casino, and why 
citizens need to champion the Byron Nuclear Plant efforts to stay open. 
 
2/21/21  1st guest, Heidi Ognibene of the Rock River Valley Blood Center talks about 
how the recent Polar Vortex has played havoc with the blood supply in the area, the 
need for donations and how to donate.  2nd guest, John Groh of the Rockford Area 
Convention and Visitors Bureau discusses the recent announcement of RACVB 
Diversity Initiatives in honor of Black History Month and how the agency will better serve 
all of its residents.  3rd guest, Ann-Marie Soderstrom of the Girl Scouts of Northern 
Illinois talks about cookie sales going on now through mid-March, how to purchase 
cookies, and how funds help the Girl Scouts. 
 
2/28/21  1st guest, Bill Grennell of The Literacy Council talks about how they help area 
adults learn to read, and how people can donate or volunteer.  2nd guest, Christopher 
Engler of Harlem High School talks about how they took the pandemic as an opportunity 
to make a film using all outdoor local museums and landmarks – the film is titled “Little 
Women” and makes its debut this weekend with proceeds going to the Harlem High 
School Theatre Dept.  3rd guest, Rockford Mayor Tom McNamara discusses the new 
State-approved vaccination site at a former K-Mart location and how it takes the local 
community collaboration to the next level in the battle against Covid-19. He also outlines 
road construction projects planned, and how local students are taking advantage of the 
new Rockford Promise campaign for NIU tuition. 



3/7/21  1st guest, Danny McDade of the Irish Marching Society outlines the new St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade idea for March 13th to follow CDC health guidelines. He also talks 
about a newly planned “Halfway to St. Patrick’s Day” event over Labor Day Weekend.  
2nd guest, Keri Asevedo of the Rockford Chapter of Habitat for Humanity talks about the 
building schedule for 2021, the local ReStore location, and how to volunteer.  3rd guest, 
Rockford Mayor Tom McNamara talks about pothole repairs going into spring, the WNIT 
college basketball event coming to Rockford in a few days, and updates on the Covid-
19 vaccine rollout. 
 
3/14/21  1st guest, Jim Keeling – he is on the board to facilitate the drive to build the 
International Women’s Baseball Center Museum in Rockford in honor of all women in 
baseball, along with construction coming to Beyer Stadium in honor of the Rockford 
Peaches.  2nd guest, Marshall Boyle, a local veteran tells his story of homelessness, 
PTSD, and how he turned despair into hope by volunteering to help other area veterans 
who are struggling with being homeless and looking for help.  3rd guest, Rockford Mayor 
Tom McNamara discusses the Girl Scouts of Northern IL and how to donate. He also 
talks about local Covid-19 vaccine centers, and wraps up by outlining his commitment to 
curbing crime in 2021. 
 
3/21/21  1st guest, John Flanagan of Rockford Hawg Hunters discusses details for the 
return of their annual Open Team Bass Fishing Tournament coming next month, with 
proceeds to benefit Crohn’s and Colitis Foundations in our area.  2nd guest, Christopher 
Brady of the Starlight Theatre at Rock Valley College outlines 2021 shows, COVID 
limitations, and why Starlight Theatre is a community gem.  3rd guest, Rockford Mayor 
Tom McNamara talks about The RAVE/Friends of the Coronado announcement of more 
inclusive entertainment in Rockford, the Transformation Art Initiative, and the success of 
Rockford Promise and how 120+ students just received free tuition at NIU. 
 
3/28/21  1st guest, Tonya Lamia, Director of the Parks Chamber of Commerce 
discusses initiatives the Chamber is working on and executing to help with recovery 
assistance in the coming weeks for local businesses in Loves Park and Machesney 
Park.  2nd guest, David Sidney, Executive Director of Transform Rockford talks about 
the latest “Community Scorecard” just released, and how the score is measured 
concerning gains and the status of Mental Health, Education, Property Crime, Higher 
Education and more in our city.  


