
WORC FM 98,9 PSA SHOWS Q4 2019

WORC FM 98,9 PSA SHOW - SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2019  
DURATION:  30 MINS
AIRTIME: 6 AM

HOST: VICKI GREENE     GUEST: DENISE ROGAN

TOPIC:  MAKING STRIDES AGAINST BREAST CANCER – ONE WOMAN’S 
STORY

Denise is a breast cancer survivor of seven years but her story road to diagnosis has a message in 
it for everyone According to the American Cancer Society statistics, Denise is one of nearly 4 
million breast cancer survivors in this country.  Denise, a resident of Central MA, detailed her 
story of diagnosis, treatment and looking back, what she wished he had known and done earlier 
that may help our listeners. It’s the Fall and Making Strides for Breast Cancer annual walks are 
this season. We gave listeners details on local walks and how to participate and donate.  Rogan 
explained what her participation in the walks has done for her during recovery and gave contact 
information for the upcoming event.

WORC FM 98,9 PSA SHOW - SUNDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2019
DURATION:  30 MINS
AIRTIME: 6 AM

HOST: VICKI GREENEGUESTS: WALLY CONNOR & MITCH CHAKOUR

TOPIC:  - S.O.N.G. (SUPPORTING ORPHANS NATIONALLY ABND 
GLOBALLY HOW ONE COUPLE MAKES A DIFFERENCE IN 
CHILDREN’S LIVES AROUND THE WORLD!

Connor and Chakour talked about an issue that we don’t often discuss locally – how many kids 
are orphans, what’s it like to live in an orphanage overseas and how he and his wife and 
volunteers from a small town in MA is helping those children in need. S.O.N.G.’s  mission os the 
raising and development of funds and necessary goods and services, including, but not limited to: 
clothing, toys, recreational equipment, vocational equipment and programs, medical equipment 
and supplies, educational materials and resources, athletic equipment, therapeutic equipment, 
programs, and resources, through donations and fundraising events.  Connor discussed an 
upcoming local concert for St. Joseph’s Orphanage in Pakistan and the work this local 
organization has been doing in Pakistan including helping to raise funds to put a water 
purification system in a local village. He further explained, from his experience how children 
become orphaned in the countries he’s working in.  Mitch discussed his reason for getting 
musical acts to participate in this important event.  Wally highlighted upcoming trips overseas 
and why and how listeners can help in this country and overseas.  



WORC FM 98,9 PSA SHOW - SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2019
DURATION:  30 MINS
AIRTIME: 6 AM SUNDAY

HOST: VICKI GREENEGUEST: WORCESTER MAYOR JOE PETTY

TOPIC:  MR. MAYOR – HOT TOPICS IN THE CITY & PUBLIC LIFE VS. 
PRIVATE LIFE OF A MAYOR

Worcester Mayor Joe Petty is wrapping up his fifth term as Mayor. He highlighted his top three 
priorities for this year and addressed major hot-button issues.  Regarding the environment – trash 
removal vs. recycling and the debate on the plastic bag requirement. Public safety and staffing of 
police and fire has been an issue of concern for area residents.  In addition, Mayor Petty 
discussed upcoming plans on major issues including education; sex education curriculums in the 
schools and racial disparities in suspensions, housing development and gentrification, opioids 
and crime rates.  

WORC FM 98,9 PSA SHOW - SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27 2019
DURATION:  30 MINS
AIRTIME: 6 AM SUNDAY

HOST: VICKI GREENE GUESTS: TIM MURRAY

TOPIC: COMING SOON – JOBS, HOUSING AND THE COMMUTER RAIL

Guest:  Tim Murray, Former Lt. Governor, Worcester Mayor and current President & CEO 
Worcester Regional Chamber of Commerce

Tim Murray has been involved in virtually every area of development in the County for years 
and started by discussing some of the new companies or expansion projects going on in the 
region now and what that means for well-paying jobs being created in the area. A piece in 
Worcester Business Journal several months ago siting census data and the headline read 
“younger demographic increasingly calling Worcester home” they were not just talking about the 
city but the County as a whole, they looked at the increase in people ages 25-34 it’s a significant 
increase since 2010 but it said the area was on par with Springfield and Portland, Maine. Murray 
highlighted prospective businesses or current business looking to grow and what their most 
compelling concerns are at this time. A big sticking point for this area has been transportation to 
and from Boston to this area.  What needs to be done to make the train more accessible and cost 
effective to attract and retain workers in the area. In addition, Murray gave an update on new 
companies planning to move into the County or City in 2020 and updated the budget and 
timeline of the Worcester Red Sox’s Polar Park. He reacted to recent the recent report on 
moneywise.com, Worcester was in the top 20 cities, #11…in their list of the Best Cities to Find a 
Great Job and an Affordable Home.



WORC FM 98,9 PSA SHOW - SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2019
DURATION:  30 MIN
AIRTIME: 6 AM SUNDAY

HOST: VICKI GREENE GUESTS: DEBBIE MARUCA HOAK & JUNE CULROSS

TOPIC: HOME IS WHERE THE HEART IS

Debbie Maruca Hoak, the Executive Director of Habitat for Humanity 
MetroWest/Central MA chapter discussed all the ways the organization help 
those in need.  Statistics show Habitat for Humanity has helped 22 million 
people worldwide since the global organization was founded in 1976 the 
Greater Worcester Chapter is more than 30 years old and merged with 
MetroWest in 2007 and currently service residents in more than 42 
communities.  Many people think of Habitat for Humanity as building homes 
for people and that’s one of their services however, Debbie discussed 
several other key programs offered including the Brush with Kindness 
program, the Operation Playhouse program, Women Build program and the 
ReStore retail locations.  June Culross was a recipient of a Habitat home 
and reviewed her story with regard to how she came to find the Habitat 
program, the application process, the building process and advice she has 
for listeners reticent to apply.

WORC FM 98,9 PSA SHOW – SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2019
DURATION:  30 MINS
AIRTIME: 6 AM SUNDAY

HOST: VICKI GREENEGUESTS: DR. PAYAM AGHASSI, PRESIDENT OF 
MASS LUNG & ALLERGY, LYDIA BEELER & ABBY KOVEI, 
STUDENTS AT WORCESTER TECHNICAL HIGH 

TOPIC: VAPING: FACT VS. FICTION

Carolyn Jackson recently moved the area from Pennsylvania to take the top 
spot as CEO of Tenet Healthcare’s MA group and as CEO of Saint Vincent’s 
Hospital in Worcester.  As she gets settled in her new position she said she is 
meeting with clinicians and all of the various constituencies at Saint Vincent’s 
as well as MetroWest Medical Center (Leonard Morse and Framingham 
Union) and what she’s been hearing from employees about the strengths and 



weaknesses of the current hospital system.  Patients may wonder that if 
there’s a new person at the helm of the hospital, will care and services 
improve, cost structure change, etc. Jackson discussed upcoming 
construction projects at the hospital and how she will be developing her 
strategic plan for improvements and growth at the three facilities – Natick, 
Framingham and Worcester.  She expressed her thoughts on, what has been 
a controversial subject, for-profit hospitals vs. research hospitals. In addition, 
she addressed the idea of a female CEO and what the environment is like for 
her in MA and for her colleagues around the nation.

WORC FM 98,9 PSA SHOW - SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2019
DURATION:  30 MINS
AIRTIME: 6 AM SUNDAY

HOST: VICKI GREENEGUEST:  KAREN CHAPMAN

TOPIC: BUSINESS AT THE CROSSROAD – ROUTES 9 AND 495 – HOUSING, JOBS, 
TRANSPORTATION

Governor Charlie Baker just spoke before a packed house at the Corridor 9/MetroWest Regional 
chamber of commerce about just those issues. A large part of our listening area where population 
growth is staggering comes positives and areas of concern for residents.,Karen Chapman 
President & CEO, Corridor 9/495 Regional Chamber of Commerce has been with the 
organization for 17 years and through economic ups and downs Her chamber has approximately  
70 member companies from all over the region. She discussed the kind of companies joining her 
Chamber and changes in company size and industry over her many years at the helm of the 
Chamber. She explained there are many reasons companies in the area join and cited 
A national survey of 2,000 adults reveals that being active in your local Chamber is an effective 
business strategy because two-thirds of consumers believe that such companies use good 
business practices, are reputable, care about their customers, and are involved in the community. 
When consumers know that a business is a member of the chamber of commerce, they are 49% 
more likely to think favorably of it and 80% more likely to purchase goods or services from the 
company in the future.  In addition, Chapman highlighted the different industries coming in now 
and the growth of biotech and what that means for jobs in this area.  Chapman address her 
membership and highlighted some of the 80-100 programs they put on each year along with 
corporate members’ concerns and what she believes needs to be done to address them.

WORC FM 98,9 PSA SHOW - SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 2019
DURATION:  30 MINS
AIRTIME: 6 AM SUNDAY

HOST: VICKI GREENEGUESTS: CHRISTINE FOLEY, DIRECTOR & 
ADVISORY ANDY’S ATTIC, HELENA STAMATAKIS, ALIZEA 



ATHERLY, HIGH SCHOOL PARTICIPANTS AND HIGH SCHOOL 
ALUM/COLLEGE FRESHMAN, SAMANTHA PUSATERI

TOPIC: ANDY’S ATTIC: A STORY OF TEENS HELPING THOUSANDS IN NEED

Kids, helping kids.  This show highlighted an incredible program that’s been going on for almost 
10 years and the need continues to grow according to data and our guests.  Foley described the 
vision of Andy’s Attic, “To clothe the community from head to toe.” 
but that’s truly only a part of what the program provides.  It is totally run by high school students 
from fundraising to marketing to daily operations.   Foley told the story of Andy’s attic and about 
Andy and why the organization was started.  The non-profit’s mission is to provide for families, 
especially those in need, the ability to have warm and comfortable clothing so that they can 
advance in their everyday life. In  a recent news article the Worcester School Committee was 
told there are about “2,400 homeless students attending Worcester Public Schools of that 
number, a majority 1,890 students, are living doubled up with friends or relatives, another 32 
students were living in motels, 479 students were in homeless shelters and 11 were unsheltered 
as of Sept. 23 of this year.”  The students discussed their own experiences with fellow students 
and gave their opinions and stories of knowing homeless students who have been afraid to come 
in. The students detailed the process for donating and applying for aid.

WORC FM 98,9 PSA SHOW - SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2019
DURATION:  30 MINS
AIRTIME: 6 AM SUNDAY

HOST: VICKI GREENE     GUEST: DEBORAH PACKARD, EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR, PRESERVATION WORCESTER 

TOPIC: WHAT’S OLD IS NEW AGAIN

This is Preservation Worcester’s 50th anniversary.  It started in 1969 as a volunteer organization 
and has done many wonderful things including being involved with the supporting key 
development projects to preserve building including, Mechanics Hall, Union Station, the 
Chestnut Street Church, the Fire Alarm & Telegraph Building and the Quinsigamond School. 
Packard discussed the importance of preserving this history. Packard’s organization has three 
core values and one of them is Pride and she explained why all residents should have pride in our 
architectural heritage particularly with all of the new construction and economic development in 
the City and surrounding communities. Preservation Worcester puts together a list every year of 
the city’s 10 “most endangered building of 2019” highlighted the addresses of the buildings on 
the 2019 list and the funding received and still needed to continue those projects.  In addition, the 
2020 endangered list is coming out and Packard gave hints about upcoming preservation 
projects. She concluded with sharing how concerned listener can nominate a property for 
rehabilitation or preservation.



WORC FM 98,9 PSA SHOW - SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2019
DURATION:  30 MINS
AIRTIME: 6 AM SUNDAY

HOST: VICKI GREENEGUEST:  LIZ HAMILTON, EXECUTIVE 
DIRETOR, WORCESTER BOYS & GIRLS CLUB

TOPIC: WHAT’S UP AT THE CLUB?  HELPING AT-RISK YOUTH
.
Hamilton started by explaining the eight areas of programming at the main Club location its 
three clubhouses.  According to the Club’s data, they are currently the largest youth development 
agency Central Massachusetts, serving over 6,000 youth annually.  Hamilton is a social worker 
by trade and been involved with the Worcester Boys & Girls Club for approximately 13 years.  
She highlighted the programs the Club offers, the kids they serve and some of the changes in 
needs and programming you’ve seen over the years.  Data states that currently, 80% of our youth 
are living at or below the poverty line, 64% are living in single-parent households 92% are not 
receiving services elsewhere). Hamilton discussed two relatively new programs.  Over the last 
year the Club was a pilot for a Microsoft STEAM program and the program is continuing. In 
addition, the Club piloted a program for preteens to swap sugary drinks for water. The program 
and research was started by a researcher at the BU School of Public Health and now, locally, 
UMASS is involved with the program, H2Go! The first Boys’ Club as they were originally 
known was founded in 1860 in Hartford by three women. Then several clubs came together in 
Boston in 1906 to form a national organization. In 1990, nationally, the name became the Boys 
& Girls Clubs of America. As of 2010, there are over 4,000 local clubs, which are affiliates of 
the national organization. In total these clubs serve more than four million boys and girls. Clubs 
can be found in all 50 states as well as locations in Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, and US 
military bases.  She gave listeners information on where to go to get program information for 
parents or guardians, looking to enroll their kids in.  

WORC FM 98,9 PSA SHOW - SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2019
DURATION:  30 MINS
AIRTIME: 6 AM SUNDAY

HOST: VICKI GREENEGUEST: NANCY CAHALEN, PRESIDENT & CEO, 
BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU OF CENTRAL MASSACHUSETTS

TOPIC: HOLIDAY SCAMS & TRAPS – WHAT TO DO?

Nancy Cahalen has been at the helm of the BBB of Central New England for 11 years she said 
she’s seen it all…early internet business issues, online shopping, etc.  Cahalen reviewed the local 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puerto_Rico
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Bureau’s main areas of concern – to off reports on businesses within our service area, handle 
complaints and educate/aid consumers in making decisions about what local companies they can 
employ for a variety of services. The mission seems to at its core be about instilling trust within 
the biz community and consumers. The Better Business Bureau’s mission, according to Cahalen 
is to offer “An ethical marketplace where buyers and sellers trust each other.” Cahalen 
highlighted several major issues to listeners, what to do about robocalls and a program the BBB 
offers entitled “ScamTracker.” She noted that in just one month, Oct. of 2018, in the Central MA 
BBB area there were 24 reported instances of fraud on the Scam Tracker—three instances of a 
utility imposter scam, two pet scams, two reports of scams from CraigsList posters and a fake-
check/secret-shopper scam report. She gave an example of the most reported local scam and 
ways listeners can handle these issues. The local BBB website provides an up to date list, by 
geographical area, of scams that were reported, dollars dost, etc.

WORC FM 98,9 PSA SHOW - SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2019
DURATION:  30 MINS
AIRTIME: 6 AM SUNDAY

HOST: VICKI GREENEGUEST: CHRISTINE MOWRY, EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR, SHREWSBURY YOUTH & FAMILY SERVICES

TOPIC: TOP MENTAL HEALTH ISSUES IN OUR AREA – LOCAL PREVENTION & 
EDUCATION

Christine Mowry has been involved with SYFS for the past four years and interim exec. Director 
for several years and officially became the Exec. Director last year. Mowry was also named a 
2018 Unsung Heroine the Massachusetts Commission on the Status of Women (MCSW). 
SYFS was founded over 25 years ago and according to Mowry, last year her organization 
worked with more than 1500 vulnerable children and adults.  Shrewsbury Youth & Family 
Services’ core values include “impact; diversity equity and inclusion, integrity, learning and 
collaboration.” Mowry explained the misconception she says, many people often have, that 
smaller communities like Shrewsbury don’t have the same severity of mental health issues in 
their schools than bigger cities.  She was asked if she’s seen a change in the stigma among 
students and parents in her years of working on mental health prevention and education and what 
she believes are the most common mental health issues SYFS services among students now and 
at what are often the ages of onset. SYFS offers other services for families in your specific 
community like Housing referral assistance, holiday assistance, advocacy, etc. Mowry discussed 
what parents or students listening from any community that believes they themselves, their 
children or their friends may be suffering in silence whether it be anxiety, depression etc. what 
she recommends they do or who should they reach out to. 



WORC FM 98,9 PSA SHOW - SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2019
DURATION:  30 MINS
AIRTIME: 6 AM SUNDAY

HOST: VICKI GREENEGUESTS: DANIEL FUENTES, PROGRAM 
MANAGER & ARMY COMBAT VETERAN, VETERANS INC.; ERIN 
STELMACH, LEADERSHIPS GIVING OFFICER & DIRECTOR OR 
EVENTS, VETERANS INC.

TOPIC: VETERANS INC. – STORIES OF HOPE & HELP

According to Stelmach and Fuentes, Veterans Inc. has one of the highest rates in the nation – 
85% – for transitioning veterans out of homelessness and since 1990, they’ve helped more than 
80,000 veterans.  Fuentes, being a former Army combat veteran, shared his story on why he 
decided to service, his experience while overseas and his situation when he returned home.  
Fuentes went on to discuss how he pulled himself out of a situation with PTSD and trauma to 
getting back into the workforce and ultimately, working at Veterans Inc.  A recent newspaper 
article state in “MA the number of veterans nationally who experienced homelessness in 2019 
decreased approx.  two percent and the number of homeless veterans in Mass between has 
decreased seven percent between 2018 and 2019. Stelmach and Fuentes explained why they 
think we’re finally seeing decline locally and further outlined the variety of services provided by 
Veterans Inc. Stelmach explained that Veterans Inc. was the first organization in the country to 
provide in-house services to female veterans and among the first to open a residential program 
for female veterans and their dependent children. Both Stelmach and Fuentes provided contact 
information with listeners who may have questions and are in need of resources.


