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I. Issues 
Energy/Environment 
Health/Healthcare 
Voting/Elections 
Politics/Legislation/Courts 
Education 
Housing and Development (local) 
Employment/Business/Economy 
Criminal Justice/Emergency Services/Public Safety 
Transportation 
Immigration 
Diversity and Gender Issues 
Community and Local Issues 
City Council and City Management 
Poverty and Homelessness 

 
 

 

II. Responsive Programing 
 

Energy/Environment 

Date Program Name Air Time Duration 

1/28/20 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :36 
Construction on a 420-mile natural gas pipeline planned to run through the Texas Hill Country has reached an 
important milestone. But as KUT’s Mose Buchele reports, opposition to the project continues.  
2/6/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :57 
Tonight the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality will hold a public hearing on a proposal to build a 
garbage transfer station in North Austin. As KUT’s Mose Buchele reports, neighbors, public officials and 
environmental groups are opposing the project.  
2/7/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :50 
Austin Resource Recovery is increasing its capacity for recycling foam polystyrene– also known as Styrofoam.  
2/18/20 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :27 
A member of the Texas Railroad Commission, which regulates oil and gas production in the state, is out with a 
report on the amount of natural gas burned off as a byproduct of oil production. And KUT’s Mose Buchele 
tells us, commissioner Ryan Sitton seems to be downplaying it. 
3/23/20 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :41 
Social distancing is key to slowing the spread of COVID-19. But one side effect of staying at home is that your 
residential electricity use is likely to rise. So, KUT’s Mose Buchele reports, the City is pointing customers 
toward new ways to track their use.  
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Health/Healthcare 

Date Program Name Air Time Duration 

1/16/20 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :53 
For the first time since 1999, a Travis County resident has rubella. As KUT’s Andrew Weber reports, health 
officials say the rare diagnosis is due in part to low vaccination rates in pockets of the Austin area. 
1/24/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :53 
Ascension Texas – which operates Seton hospitals in the area– has opened a brand-new hospital in Bastrop 
County. KUT’s Ashley Lopez reports the hospital will provide 24-hour emergency care, as well as a slew of 
specialty care.  
1/30/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :42 
With the growing number of confirmed cases of the novel coronavirus, the University of Texas at Austin is 
trying to control the spread by restricting students, faculty and staff from traveling to China.  
2/14/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am 7:45 
The fifteenth confirmed case of coronavirus disease in the U-S - is also the first confirmed case in Texas. San 
Antonio health officials say they're satisfied with how quickly the case was detected - and isolated from the 
general public. Texas Public Radio's Bonnie Petrie retraces what happened when San Antonio became part of 
the worldwide concern over COVID-19  
3/2/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am 1:09 
With more U.S. cases of the new coronavirus confirmed over the weekend, as well as the first deaths, 
concerns are growing over travel and large gatherings closer to home. But as KUT’s Jimmy Maas reports, 
Austin events are on course as the city enters one of its biggest months for visitors.  
3/6/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am 1:00 
St. David’s hospitals in Central Texas are preparing for a potential surge of patients coming into the 
emergency room as the novel coronavirus continues to spread throughout the U.S. KUT’s Ashley Lopez 
reports they are stepping up screening ahead of the South by Southwest festival. 
3/19/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am 1:01 
Twenty-three people in Travis County have now tested positive for Coronavirus. Officials expect that number 
to rise as more testing is rolled out. And today Austin Travis County Public Health announced eleven new 
drive through testing sites. But, as KUT’s Mose Buchele reports, you need to get approval from health 
authorities to use them. 
3/24/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :50 
Texas health officials have essentially banned abortions. KUT’s Ashley Lopez reports the procedure was 
banned as part of what state officials say is an effort to crack down on medical procedures that are “not 
immediately medically necessary” during the spread of the coronavirus. 
3/30/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am 4:47 
Every day, people are hearing updated Covid-19 numbers. The number of confirmed cases. The number of 
people hospitalized. The number who have died. But those numbers can be deceiving. For example, in Travis 
County, officials think the real number of cases is around seven times the amount they’ve discovered through 
testing. As of Sunday, the number of confirmed cases in Austin-Travis County is 200. So it’s hard to know what 
these numbers really mean. To help with that, KUT’s Mose Buchele has this story on what to look for when 
you hear these updates. And what to hope for as efforts to slow the spread of Covid-19 continue.  
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Voting/Elections 

Date Program Name Air Time Duration 

1/20/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :53 
There are only a couple weeks left to register to vote in the upcoming Texas primary.  
2/13/20 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :42 
More than 822-thousand people are registered to vote in Travis County. As KUT's Andrew Weber reports, that 
95-percent registration rate is an all-time county record.  
2/26/20 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :57 
A congressional committee investigating allegations of voter suppression in Texas says there's evidence that 
local and state officials tried to make it harder for people to vote ahead of the 2018 election. KUT’s Ashley 
Lopez reports members of Congress say they investigated the state and faced what they call “stonewalling” 
from Texas officials. 
3/3/20 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :45 
Super Tuesday got off to a rocky start in Travis County. A number of poll workers didn’t show up this morning 
because of fear of the new Coronavirus. But KUT’s Ashley Lopez reports that hasn’t stopped the county from 
reaching record voter turnout today.  

 

Politics/Legislation/Courts 

Date Program Name Air Time Duration 

2/19/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :45 
State Senator Kirk Watson is retiring after more than 13 years at the Texas Capitol. As KUT’s Jimmy Maas 
reports, one of the state’s most influential Democrats is moving into academia. 
2/24/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :46 
Vermont Senator and Democratic presidential candidate Bernie Sanders wrapped up a campaign swing 
through Texas with a rally at Vic Mathias Shores in Austin.  As KUT’s Samuel King reports, the Democratic 
frontrunner also picked up a surprise endorsement. 
3/4/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :46 
It was an early night for U.S. Senator John Cornyn. He easily won the Republican nomination as he’s seeking 
another term. As KUT’s Samuel King reports, he’s already looking ahead to November, even though he doesn’t 
know who his opponent will be this year. 

 

Education 

Date Program Name Air Time Duration 

1/3/20 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :32 
The Austin Independent School District is now accepting applications for families who want to transfer their 
student to a new school.  
1/21/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :33 
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The Round Rock Independent School District is looking for public input as it redraws school boundaries. KUT's 
Claire McInerny reports you can give your opinion at a series of meetings hosted by the district that begin 
today.  
1/29/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :34 
The Austin Independent School District’s board of trustees approved the calendar for the 2020-2021 school 
year at its meeting this week.  
2/17/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :55 
The Austin Independent School District is trying to bring better ingredients to school lunches. KUT’s Jerry 
Quijano reports on what this would look like in school cafeterias.  
2/21/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :43 
The Austin Independent School District will soon begin work on hiring a new superintendent. Whoever is 
selected - they'll come in to a district that has just voted to close four schools, and is considering closing 
another eight. KUT’s Claire McInerny reports the change in AISD leadership could delay a final answer for 
families at those eight schools.  
3/5/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :55 
There are more Latino and black students attending Austin Independent School District magnet programs. 
KUT's Claire McInerny reports on AISD's efforts to increase those numbers over the last few years. 
3/31/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :53 
To contain the spread of COVID-19, Austin Community College has transitioned all 27-thousand students 
registered for in-person classes, online - after an extended spring break.  

 

Housing and Development (local) 

Date Program Name Air Time Duration 

1/17/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :41 
An investigation into a federal tax break could affect new development in parts of Austin.  

2/3/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :44 
The City of Austin has released the latest draft of a proposed new land development code – rules that dictate 
what can be built in the city and where.  
3/20/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am 1:17 
The Austin real estate market enjoyed yet another banner month in February, but as we we hear from KUT's 
Jimmy Mass, that was just before coronavirus concerns began to slow the economy. 

 

Employment/Business/Economy 

Date Program Name Air Time Duration 

3/9/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :59 
The shock of last week’s cancellation of the South by Southwest festival may now be fading. But the financial 
sting many people are feeling is still very much real.  
3/27/20 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :30 
Measures taken to increase physical distancing and slow the spread of the coronavirus are expected to have a 
big negative impact on jobs in the Austin area.  
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Criminal Justice/Emergency Services/Public Safety 

Date Program Name Air Time Duration 

1/9/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :45 
Austin Police are now required to have more training on how to respond to mental health calls.   
1/14/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :53 
Austin Police are looking for information about several shooting incidents over the weekend. As KUT's Andrew 
Weber reports, Chief Brian Manley says the incidents highlight a recent trend of gun-related crimes in Austin. 
2/12/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :46 
Most misdemeanor defendants in Travis County now can be automatically released from jail after an order 
from criminal judges last week. As KUT's Andrew Weber reports, county officials got an update [Tuesday] on 
this new policy. 
3/17/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :48 
Travis County courts are closing as a result of concern about COVID-19. As KUT's Andrew Weber reports, 
judges have postponed many hearings until the end of the month and are emphasizing social distancing for 
those hearings that must go ahead.  
3/26/20 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :51 
People accused of nonviolent felonies in Travis County now have the option of being released on personal 
bond. As KUT's Andrew Weber reports, the policy excludes some people, but is seen as an important step 
toward reforming cash bail in Travis County.  

 

Transportation 

Date Program Name Air Time Duration 

1/6/20 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :47 
MetroRail will resume Saturday service starting this weekend. As KUT’s Samuel King reports, it’s after Capital 
Metro temporarily suspended the service last summer because of construction projects.  
2/5/20 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :50 
A first of its kind survey in Austin looks into how downtown employees commute to work.  KUT’s Samuel King 
reports organizers hope to use the results to get more commuters out of their cars.  
2/25/20 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :52 
The City of Austin is getting tougher on drivers failing to yield the right of way and causing injuries -- whether 
they hit someone in a crosswalk or try to make a turn in front of oncoming traffic. KUT’s Trey Shaar reports, 
it’s part of the city’s overall effort to eliminate traffic injuries and deaths.  
2/28/20 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :54 
A possible overhaul of I-35 through central Austin is being hailed by the Downtown Austin Alliance as a once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity after a funding plan was announced this week. As KUT’s Trey Shaar reports, the 
group says it could transform the city. 
3/10/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :57 
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Austin city leaders are leaning toward a tax rate election rather than relying primarily on bonds to fund the 
addition of new train and bus lines.  KUT’s Samuel King reports the City of Austin hopes to have more details 
next month. 
3/18/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :52 
Beginning today (Wednesday), Capital Metro will run fewer buses and trains as ridership drops in response to 
COVID-19.  KUT’s Samuel King reports the changes will remain in place indefinitely.  

 

Immigration 

Date Program Name Air Time Duration 

1/13/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :54 
Governor Greg Abbott is telling federal officials Texas will not be resettling refugees in the new fiscal year. 
KUT’s Ashley Lopez reports Abbott notified federal officials on Friday.  
2/10/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :34 
A Guatemalan mother has filed suit against U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement. Texas Public Radio’s 
Camille Phillips reports the suit seeks further medical care for her 5-year-old son. (:34) 

 

Diversity and Gender Issues 

Date Program Name Air Time Duration 

1/15/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :56 
Austin activists and one city council member are raising concerns about an investigation into alleged bigotry 
among some of the city’s highest-ranking police officers. KUT’s Audrey McGlinchy explains. 
1/31/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :54 
A report this week from the City of Austin shows that black and Hispanic people are more likely than others to 
be pulled over by police – a disparity that’s been getting worse. 

 

Community Interest and Local Issues 

Date Program Name Air Time Duration 

1/8/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :38 
South by Southwest is looking for volunteers. As KUT’s Jimmy Maas reports, there’s a new way to sign up this 
year.  
1/22/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :45 
The Austin Public Library has a new collection of sketches by the late artist and musician Daniel Johnston. And 
as KUT’s Jerry Quijano reports, the Central Library downtown is also honoring Johnson with a new mural.  
2/11/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :54 
There's been more reports of coyote sightings around Austin circulating on social media. But does that mean 
there really are more Coyotes out around the city? KUT’s Mose Buchele says yes – but it may not be for long. 
2/20/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :53 
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The future of the Zilker Park train is up for discussion at today’s Austin city council meeting. As KUT’s Jimmy 
Maas reports, the city will look into different ways to get a new train running as soon as possible. 
2/27/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am 10:45 
When you think about dance club culture, you probably think of cities like New York or San Francisco. Austin’s 
dance club scene, on the other hand, is small but mighty. This scrappy crew has a leader of sorts – a spiritual 
guide, if you will. He calls himself the "Godfather of Clubbing." A listener saw him out one night, and wrote to 
our "Hi, Who Are You?" project to ask: what’s this guy’s story? So KUT’s Audrey McGlinchy did a little 
digging…and a little dancing. 
3/12/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :53 
Downtown Austin is a little more colorful than it was last week. Two large murals have been completed as 
part of an art celebration designed to empower women in the community.  

 

City Council, City Management 

Date Program Name Air Time Duration 

1/7/20 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :44 
A lawsuit against the Travis Appraisal Review Board claims some protests of 2019 tax appraisals did not get 
timely hearings. The plaintiffs in the suit are seeking prompt hearings before payment is due soon. But as 
KUT’s Jerry Quijano reports, that may not happen until later this year. 
1/23/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :54 
Austin city council members will vote on an item later today that would effectively decriminalize possessing 
small amounts of marijuana. KUT’s Audrey McGlinchy explains. 
3/16/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :57 
There are now six cases of COVID-19 reported in Austin -Travis County as of Sunday night. Over the weekend, 
the city of Austin banned gatherings of 250 or more people until the first of May. KUT’s Jerry Quijano reports 
on the city’s response to curb the spread of the coronavirus. 

 

Poverty and Homelessness 

Date Program Name Air Time Duration 

1/9/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :35 
A local non-profit, the Ending Community Homelessness Coalition, says it needs hundreds of volunteers to 
help count the number of people in Travis County who don’t have a place to live.  
1/27/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :58 
Hundreds of volunteers gathered this weekend to take part in the annual point in time count of homeless 
Austinites. As KUT's Andrew Weber reports, this year's count comes after increased attention surrounding 
homelessness – attention that organizers say helped bring in more volunteers than previous years.  
2/4/20 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :47 
A city plan possibly to open a new emergency shelter for people with nowhere to live could take as long as 
two years. As KUT’s Andrew Weber reports, an estimate out today put the pricetag to redevelop the 
HealthSouth building on Red River Street at anywhere from 2-and-a-half million dollars to more than 6-and-a-
half million. 
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3/11/20 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :47 
Supporters of the City of Austin's current camping laws are pushing back against an effort to put the issue on 
the November ballot. As KUT's Andrew Weber reports, a coalition of nonprofits and criminal justice advocates 
say the ballot measure would criminalize being homeless.  
3/13/20 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :50 
Many school districts closed today as confirmed cases of COVID-19 popped up in Austin. KUT's Claire 
McInerny reports with school not in session, there will be food insecurity for many families.  

 

 


