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I. Issues 
Energy/Environment 
Health/Healthcare 
Voting/Elections 
Politics/Legislation/Courts 
Education 
Housing and Development (local) 
Employment/Business/Economy 
Criminal Justice/Emergency Services/Public Safety 
Transportation 
Immigration 
Diversity and Gender Issues 
Community and Local Issues 
City Council and City Management 
Poverty and Homelessness 

 
 

 
II. Responsive Programing 

 
Energy/Environment 

Date Program Name Air Time Duration 

4/3/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am 1:03 
The crash in oil prices has some Texas officials considering enforcing a limit on oil production to try to stabilize 
prices. And as KUT’s Mose Buchele reports, some environmental and public health advocates see that as an 
opportunity to tackle another longstanding problem in oil production.  
5/7/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am 1:01 
A plan to store high-level radioactive waste in West Texas took a step forward this week. As KUT’s Mose 
Buchele reports a draft review of the plan from from the Nuclear Regulatory Commission found it would not 
pose a major problem to the environment. 
5/20/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :57 
About a quarter of global warming comes from methane. And a lot of that methane comes from leaks in oil 
and natural gas fields. Detecting those leaks is a challenge for industry and environmentalists alike. But, as 
KUT’s Mose Buchele reports, a new project in West Texas aims to help. 
6/3/20 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :24 
A Federal Judge has told the E-P-A to update its rules for cleaning up offshore oil spills.  KUT’s Mose Buchele 
says some living on the Gulf Coast have worried that chemicals used to clean up the spills can be more 
harmful than the oil itself. 
6/15/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :56 
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This year, as the hottest days of summer grip Texas, a team of volunteers will fan out through Austin 
neighborhoods to literally take the temperature of the city. As KUT’s Mose Buchele reports, it’s part of a 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration program to learn of what parts of town get hottest and 
who is most affected. 
6/25/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am 1:05 
A permit that allows the City of Dripping Springs to dump treated wastewater into Onion Creek has faced a lot 
of opposition from people downstream, including in Austin. And today, KUT's Mose Buchele reports that 
dumping will be challenged in court. 

 

 

Health/Healthcare 

Date Program Name Air Time Duration 

4/2/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :55 
Researchers say women in Texas seeking an abortion are now getting pushed further into their pregnancy 
before they can get the procedure. That’s because of a state ban on abortions during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
KUT’s Ashley Lopez reports. 
4/24/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am 3:57 
Retail businesses are being allowed to reopen in Texas today — as long as they’re not actually letting anyone 
into their stores. That’s curbside and delivery services only. And then on Monday, Governor Greg Abbott is 
expected to announce the next phase in the state’s loosening of restrictions put in place to contain the 
coronavirus. But KUT’s Matt Largey wondered — are we ready? 
4/29/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :32 
Texas health groups have launched an online portal that allows medical professionals to apply for shipments 
of personal protective equipment – or PPE. KUT’s Ashley Lopez reports physicians in Texas have been 
frustrated about the lack of masks, gowns and gloves needed to protect themselves from COVID-19. 
5/5/20 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :49 
If the unemployment rate reaches 20 percent, more than two million Texans will lose their health insurance 
during the coronavirus pandemic. That’s according to a new report from the Urban Institute and the Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation. KUT’s Ashley Lopez reports that more than a million of those Texans will likely 
remain uninsured. 
5/22/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :58 
Texas doctors are struggling to keep their practices afloat during the pandemic. That’s according a new survey 
conducted by the Texas Medical Association. KUT’s Ashley Lopez reports, some doctors are having a tough 
time paying staff and bills as fewer patients come in. 
6/16/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :58 
As new COVID-19 hospital admissions rise, Austin and Travis County are now in Stage 4 of Austin Public 
Health’s risk-based guidelines. 
6/24/20 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :41 
Public health officials in Austin are warning that local hospital capacity will be exceeded by mid-July IF the 
current rate of coronavirus infections continues. 
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Voting/Elections 

Date Program Name Air Time Duration 

4/13/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am 4:42 
The COVID-19 Pandemic has complicated efforts to add more young people to Texas’ voter rolls ahead of 
November - Because Texas is among a small minority of states that doesn't allow online voter registration. 
KUT’s Ashley Lopez reports, youth voter groups are now trying to figure out how to continue registering 
young people - while many are sheltering at home. (4:42) 
5/6/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :54 
Local election officials are preparing for an increase in applications for vote by mail ahead of July's runoff 
elections. KUT’s Ashley Lopez reports, officials are still trying to figure out how to handle voting during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  
5/14/20 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :57 
A court order that opened up the Texas ballot by mail program during the pandemic can stay in place for now. 
KUT’s Ashley Lopez reports an appeals court issued a ruling today. 
6/10/20 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :51 
The primary runoff and special election for State Senator Kirk Watson’s seat are next month. KUT’s Sangita 
Menon has more about that and about the start of the race for the Austin Independent School District’s Board 
of Trustees. 

 

Politics/Legislation/Courts 

Date Program Name Air Time Duration 

4/21/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :46 
The Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals struck down a lower court order yesterday that had been allowing women 
to receive medication abortions in Texas. Those are abortions in the first 10 weeks of pregnancy that are 
administered through pills. KUT’s Ashley Lopez reports, this means women will not be able to receive any 
abortion procedures for the time being. 
5/11/20 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :42 
The Texas Office of Court Administration, which manages data for courts across the state, says it was the 
target of a ransomware attack in recent days. 
6/26/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :49 
Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton has asked the U.S. Supreme Court to strike down the Affordable Care Act. 
KUT’s Ashley Lopez reports, Texas continues to lead a multi-state legal challenge to the health care law amidst 
a pandemic. 

 

Education 

Date Program Name Air Time Duration 

4/6/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :41 
Students in the Austin Independent School District are resuming classes today online. School will be 
conducted online for an indefinite amount of time. KUT's Claire McInerny reports on what that could look like. 
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4/30/20 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :50 
Austin Community College has received more than six-point-nine million dollars as part of the CARES Act to 
provide aid to students affected by the pandemic. KUT’s Sangita Menon reports the college has begun 
accepting applications for those funds. 
5/21/20 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :37 
The Austin School District will continue to serve free meals this summer to anyone under the age of 19.  
5/26/20 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :48 
The Austin Independent School District is hiring a new superintendent. KUT's Claire McInerny reports the 
district wants to hear from parents and community members about what they would like to see in the new 
hire. 
6/2/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :36 
The Austin Independent School District is planning how it will educate students in the fall amidst the 
pandemic. KUT's Claire McInerny reports at a school board meeting Monday, the district presented multiple 
options to the board. 
6/19/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :51 
The new Leander Independent School District budget will start 20 million dollars in the hole. The District's 
Board of Trustees approved the spending measure last night, with decisions on how to close the multi-million 
dollar deficit in coming weeks. The recent economic downturn brought on by the coronavirus pandemic has 
Leander and school districts across the state scrambling to pay for the next school year.  KUT's Allyson 
Ortegon (ORR-teh-gone) reports on how expected cuts could affect the district. 
6/29/20 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :45 
What Texas public school students should learn about contraception was under consideration today by the 
State Board of Education. KUT’s Nathan Bernier reports on a public hearing about a major overhaul of the 
state’s health education guidelines. 

 

Housing and Development (local) 

Date Program Name Air Time Duration 

4/10/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :43 
The City of Austin will appeal a judge’s ruling that voided its votes to adopt a new land development code. 
KUT’s Audrey McGlinchy reports. (:43) 
4/16/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am 5:11 
Last month, Texas Governor Greg Abbott deemed all construction in the state essential. But as KUT’s Audrey 
McGlinchy reports, some construction workers fear their health is not. 
4/30/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am 1:05 
The coronavirus has forced us into expanding our ability to work from home and increased our reliance on 
delivery services for goods. As KUT’s Jimmy Maas reports, those factors, plus the vast number of businesses 
having trouble staying afloat, could mean a soft commercial real estate market for Austin.  
5/25/20 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :22 
The planned purchase of the Block 21 development in Downtown Austin has been scrapped because of the 
economic impact caused by the pandemic. KUT’s Jerry Quijano tells us more about the decision to end the 
deal. 
5/28/20 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :48 
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The Urban Land Institute has issued its recommendations on what should happen after the reconstruction of 
I-35 in Downtown Austin. KUT’s Samuel King reports that vision could include new parks over the redesigned 
highway. 

 

Employment/Business/Economy 

Date Program Name Air Time Duration 

4/1/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am 2:41 
With many parts of the economy virtually shut down — thousands of people across Texas are out of a 
job. Lots of them will be eligible for unemployment benefits. Those benefits are bigger after Congress passed 
a stimulus package last week raising the monthly payout by 6-hundred dollars. But as KUT's Matt Largey 
reports — you have to be able to apply for unemployment to get that money. And just taking the first step in 
that process is frustrating many Texans.  
4/27/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :49 
Texas saw its biggest week yet for unemployment claims last week. But as KUT’s Matt Largey reports, there’s 
a footnote to those numbers. 
5/1/20 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :32 
The City of Austin provided guidance late this afternoon that its stay-home order is still in effect, even though 
more businesses now can let limited numbers of people inside. With that said, Barton Creek Square and other 
Austin-area malls opened their doors today in keeping with Governor Abbott’s order that allows the 
reopening of many businesses that were closed because of the pandemic. 
5/18/20 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm 1:00 
Governor Greg Abbott says child care facilities in Texas can re-open immediately. It's part of his 
announcement today that the state has moved to Phase Two of reopening the economy. And that means 
things like bars and bowling alleys can reopen Friday with capacity limits. Professional sports can return, 
without fans, on May 31st. The governor says the state is showing steady declines in the number of 
hospitalizations and the percentage of positive tests. 
6/18/20 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :31 
The number of Texans filing for jobless benefits for the first time grew last week — something that hasn’t 
happened since mid-April. As KUT’s Matt Largey tells us, that comes even as the economy has been reopening 
and the national jobless rate has been headed down. 
6/30/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :51 
Travis County Commissioners could vote today (Tuesday) on a property tax rebate for the electric car 
company Tesla. As KUT’s Jimmy Maas reports, commissioner approval - along with a commitment from Del 
Valle I-S-D - could be enough to attract the company’s truck manufacturing plant to land northeast of the 
airport. 
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Criminal Justice/Emergency Services/Public Safety 

Date Program Name Air Time Duration 

4/7/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :43 
Travis County jails have seen an increase in the number of incoming inmates under isolation as a result of the 
coronavirus. As KUT's Andrew Weber reports, officials say the uptick was inevitable, but says it's not as bad as 
it may seem. 
4/23/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :51 
San Marcos is now the first city in Texas to pass an ordinance that allows police officers to issue tickets instead 
of arresting people for certain crimes. KUT's Dani Matias has more. 
5/4/20 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :34 
The City of Austin says more time is needed to complete a review of materials used to teach new police 
officers. As KUT’s Audrey McGlinchy reports, that means the next training academy will be delayed. 
6/5/20 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm 1:07 
Austin Police have curtailed their use of lead-pellet bag ammunition after two people were critically injured 
during protests. One of them is Justin Howell, a 20-year-old black man who was shot. As KUT's Andrew Weber 
reports, Howell’s brother says he hopes APD stands by its pledge. 

 

Transportation 

Date Program Name Air Time Duration 

4/8/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :49 
Austin’s streets are far less congested these days as people are staying put because of the coronavirus 
pandemic. KUT’s Samuel King reports law enforcement is worried that some are taking empty streets as an 
invitation to speed – with dangerous results. 
4/20/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :34 
The CAMPO Transportation Policy Board could approve more than 600 million dollars today for the I-35 
Capital Express Project. KUT’s Samuel King reports, the expected vote comes after weeks of discussions. 
5/15/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :52 
Capital Metro hosts the first in a series of virtual community meetings today on Project Connect.  KUT’s 
Samuel King reports, plans for a transit expansion in Austin are moving forward despite uncertainty. 
5/27/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :47 
Capital Metro and Austin city officials are hopeful more federal funding could be available for Project Connect. 
KUT’s Samuel King reports, a potential transit referendum in November is still on track, despite economic 
uncertainty. 
6/22/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :50 
A coalition of neighborhood groups is throwing its support behind Project Connect, the plan to expand 
Austin’s transit system. KUT’s Samuel King reports the coalition believes the plan helps neighborhoods more 
than the last major transit plan that failed in 2014. 
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Immigration 

Date Program Name Air Time Duration 

4/28/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :45 
Some groups in Bastrop County are protesting what they see as the sheriff's targeted arrests aimed at Latino 
communities in the area. KUT’s Ashley Lopez reports, this comes after an Austin-American Statesman article 
that found the sheriff’s traffic crackdown led to a spike in deportations and arrests in those communities. 

 

Diversity, Race, and Gender Issues 

Date Program Name Air Time Duration 

4/20/20 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :45 
Reaction today to the City of Austin's release late Friday of the findings of an investigation into allegations of 
racist language and homophobia against two high-ranking officers at the Austin Police Department. While the 
investigator could not verify some of the specific allegations, she did find a culture of racist and sexist name-
calling. As KUT’s Audrey McGlinchy reports, city council members are talking about how to move forward. 

5/12/20 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm 1:00 
Latinx Austinites are more than twice as likely to be hospitalized for COVID-19, according to Austin Public 
Health. As KUT's Andrew Weber reports, public health officials hope to expand outreach among those 
communities to reverse that disparity. 
6/1/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am 4:21 
Austin has seen three days of rallies, protests and some violence. All focused on police shootings and violence 
against unarmed black people. Here in Austin that includes the recent shooting death of Mike Ramos a 
Hispanic and Black man. KUT journalists Samuel King, Mose Buchele, Andrew Weber, Claire McInerny, Matt 
Largey and Ashley Lopez were on the scene throughout the weekend and collected these voices of the people 
who came out to express their frustration and anger. 
6/9/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :18 
Thousands gathered at Huston-Tillotson University in East Austin Sunday to rally against police violence 
towards black people and systemic racism. The crowd then marched to the Texas Capitol. Austin has seen 
more than a week of protests following the police killings of two black men: George Floyd in Minneapolis on 
May 25th — and Mike Ramos in Austin on April 24th.  
6/12/20 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :55 
Teachers from around Central Texas gathered in downtown Austin today to protest killings of Black people by 
police. KUT's Claire McInerny reports they also demonstrated for better equity in schools for Black students. 

 

Community Interest and Local Issues 

Date Program Name Air Time Duration 

4/15/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am 5:43 
Austin and Travis County's stay-at-home order has been extended until May 8th - and people are asked to go 
out only for essential trips like to the grocery store or pharmacy. But for those who are elderly or have 
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medical issues, doing even that as the pandemic continues can be scary. So, neighbors have been stepping up. 
They're posting on social media asking - "Do you need help?" "What can I buy for you?"  KUT's Audrey 
McGlinchy found one woman who has taken to her neighborhood streets to help.... but not in the way you 
might think. 
6/4/20 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :47 
For decades, Luby’s Cafeterias were a staple of family dining in Austin and other Texas cities. Now, as KUT’s 
Jimmy Mass tells us, after years of financial troubles, its parent company is looking to sell4 

 

City Council, City Management 

Date Program Name Air Time Duration 

4/9/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :48 
Austin City Council members are set to vote today on 15 million dollars in aid money for people affected by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. KUT’s Audrey McGlinchy has more. 
4/13/20 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :25 
Austin parks reopened today after they were closed over the holiday weekend to discourage gatherings. And 
KUT’s Trey Shaar tells us the parks are reopening with some changes. 
4/22/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :48 
The City of Austin has started handing out a portion of its 15-million-dollar relief fund to non-profits in the 
city. KUT’s Audrey McGlinchy has more on who’s eligible and where to apply. 
5/8/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :41 
The City of Austin is preparing for the ongoing pandemic by approving more than 3-point-6 million dollars in 
emergency contracts with suppliers of medical gear and related supplies. KUT’s Trey Shaar reports the 
contracts are exempt from the Minority Owned and Women Owned Business Enterprise Procurement 
Program. 
5/29/20 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :45 
The City of Austin is starting a phased reopening of public parks, pools, and libraries beginning in June. KUT’s 
Sangita Menon tells us what's changing. 
6/11/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :54 
Austin city council members will vote today on changes to police department policy and budget. This is in 
response to protests over recent police killings and systemic racism. 

 

Poverty and Homelessness 

Date Program Name Air Time Duration 

4/14/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :58 
Multiple cases of the coronavirus were confirmed at the two homeless shelters in downtown Austin Monday. 
KUT's Andrew Weber has more. 
4/16/20 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm 1:07 
A new partnership between the City of Austin, nonprofits and the Central Texas Food Bank will provide a 
more physical-distancing-friendly food option for the city’s most food-insecure. 
5/13/20 Morning Edition 6am-10am :37 



KUT Public File 
Issues/Programs List  
2nd Quarter 2020 
 

People who receive food assistance can use their benefits toward curbside pickup or delivery starting today. 
KUT’s Ashley Lopez reports, state health officials launched a new program that allows recipients to safely get 
groceries during the coronavirus pandemic. 
5/19/20 All Things Considered 4pm-6pm :56 
The number of Austinites experiencing homelessness recently reached a 10-year high, according to the results 
of the annual census out today. 

 

 


