
          SECOND QUARTER 2014 COMMUNITY AFFAIRS PROGRAMMING  

 

SUMMARIES FOR THE 30 MINUTE WEEKLY PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAM: 

“COMMUNITY ISSUES AND ANSWERS” 
These shows air  Sundays 7:00 to 7:30 a.m.  

 

 

 

BROADCAST FIRST WEEKEND OF APRIL  

Mike Gaymon  President and CEO of the greater Columbus Chamber of Commerce 

talked with Joanne Cogle about entering a triathlon, how to get in shape to prepare for the 

competition, she is also a USAA Cycling coach, marathon runner and also competed in 

“Iron Man” competition. They talked about the importance of nutrition as it pertains to 

health and endurance. There was also a portion dealing with the National Infantry 

Association with Dick Nuremburg the executive director of the National Infantry  

Assoc.and what was coming up in the next few weeks in their publication and also the 

museum at Fort Benning. 

 

BROADCAST SECOND WEEK OF APRIL   

Mike Gaymon  President and CEO of the greater Columbus Chamber of Commerce 

talked with Brandon Carraway the owner of Servpro here in Columbus. They talked 

about his parents starting the business and how he came to run the business, their mission 

statement. He also talked about the process of filing a claim the standard procedure in 

filing a claim, and what to expect. There also was a portion of the show dedicated to 

economic development. Brian Sileito and Brian Murphy are the Economic Development 

professionals at the Chamber and they talked about Leadership Columbus Economic 

Development day. They talked about its origin, what the participants should expect 

during this one day seminar, and its goal. 

 

 

BROADCAST  THIRD WEEK OF APRIL 

Mike Gaymon  President and CEO of the greater Columbus Chamber of Commerce 

talked with  Congressman Lynn Westmorland by telephone (he was in Washington). 

They talked about his job in congress and how being a small business owner has helped 

shape his perception of how money could and should be dispersed, strategic planning and 

the importance of it. How committees are formed and different processes. Also Bill 

Murphy talked with Jamie Lloyd the vice president of economic development at 

Columbus Technical College. They talked about his experience, his challenges and 

different issues he faces in the performance of his job.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BROADCAST FOURTH WEEK OF APRIL 

Mike Gaymon  President and CEO of the greater Columbus Chamber of Commerce 

discussed the events coming up in the next few weeks. He also talked with Crystal 

Shaeith  who runs the partners in education program of the Greater Columbus Chamber 

of Commerce. The show also had a segment dedicated to the Greater Columbus Chamber 

of Commerce “Young Professional’s”. Amy Bryant hosted that segment called 

Leadership Connection see had Cat Canello of the Cunningham Center at Columbus State 

University and they talked about leaders gaining tools to help them become more skilled 

at being leaders, the programs that are geared toward team-building, and how effective 

good leadership can be. 

 

 

BROADCAST  FIRST WEEK OF MAY  

Mike Gaymon  President and CEO of the greater Columbus Chamber of Commerce 

talked to Congressman Sanford Bishop about his recent bout with cancer and the 

following surgery that rendered him cancer free, he voiced his appreciation of his 

supporters for being there during his time of need.. They then talked about how he 

manages the 29 counties he represents, what systems he has in place and how they work. 

They talked about the military draw down and re-alignment and how it affects our area. 

Chamber Vice-PresidentRob Nichols talked with Josh McCoon about the budget the 

school budget in particular (the house bill 744), he also noted that state revenues was up 

for a fourth consecutive year. They went on to discuss “budget movement” 

 

 

 

BROADCAST SECOND WEEK OF MAY  

Mike Gaymon  President and CEO of the greater Columbus Chamber of Commerce 

talked about all the upcoming events that the chamber is hosting plus he had in the studio 

Sissy Vandegan of Wade cleaners they are celebrating their 75 year anniversary this year, 

they are about to open their fifth location in Columbus. Wade cleaners is one of the eldest 

small business in Columbus and the valley area, they talked about the company started 

out with three employees and two hundred dollars in capital. Small Business Matters with 

Jeaneen Tucker Executive Vice President of the Chamber and she had as her guest John 

Anchor President and Founder of Anchor Pack this company was featured in the May 

2013 edition of “Georgia Trend” entitled “Bringing Jobs Back” and also has made the 

Georgia Small Business Of The Year Top Ten List for the past two years. They talked 

about how Anchor pack started and went on to become a performing, goal reaching, 

award-winning small business. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BROADCAST THIRD WEEK OF MAY   

Mike Gaymon  President and CEO of the greater Columbus Chamber of Commerce 

talked about all the upcoming events that the chamber is hosting plus he had in the studio 

Charlie Lindsey of Max Fitness which was formally Gold’s Gym, he talked of how his 

business helps the mind and body become functioning at its best. Charlie talked about 

how he approaches the different competitions that he’s involved in, he also talked about 

the fitness business. Rob Nichols of the Chamber talked with Representative Calvin 

Smyre who has been in the Georgia Legislature for 40 years, they talked about his many 

accomplishments one in particular was being recognized at the International Civil Rights 

Walk of Fame by the placement of his foot prints, for generations of Americans to see 

when they visit. They talked about the “Budget Process” and how the amended budget 

and the general budget become stationary.  

 

 

 
 

BROADCAST FOURTH WEEK OF MAY    

Mike Gaymon President and CEO of the greater Columbus Chamber of Commerce talks 

with Mike Kramer of Hostess Brands Company, the company that was formed by 

investors April 9th 2013 and went on to buy Hostess Brands out of bankruptcy court and  

put their products on the shelf within weeks. They talked about how that was done and 

the obstacles they faced being a “start-up” company, going forward as an existing brand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BROADCAST FIFTH WEEK OF MAY  

Mike Gaymon President and CEO of the greater Columbus Chamber of Commerce talks 

about the next “Inner City Trip” to Austin Texas, the how, when and why aspect of these 

trips the Chamber puts forth. Mike also talked with the President of Columbus Bank And 

Trust Billy Blanchard. They talked about all of his family that were in the banking 

industry starting with his grandfather thru his uncle, father, and himself. The pay-off of 

TARP, moving forward after getting that behind them. They also talked about his career 

starting from the very beginning and how he handled the changes in the banking industry 

during his upward growth. Rob Nichols talked again with Representative Calvin Smyre 

who has been in the Georgia Legislature for 40 years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BROADCAST FIRST WEEK OF JUNE  

Brian Sileto a Vice President of the greater Columbus Chamber of Commerce talks with 

Mary Body the program director of the Juvenile drug court of Columbus. They talked 

about her back ground her start with the juvenile justice system in 1988 in Memphis 

through her and her husband coming to Columbus and all the stops in between. They 

talked in depth about the responsibility of a probation officer in the juvenile court system. 

There was a segment on economic development with executive vice president Bill 

Murphy who talked to the president of the Columbus Convention and Visitor’s Bureau 

Peter Bowden. They talked about the White-Water Experience and how profitable its 

been for Columbus, and how its marketed. They also talked about the art-scene in down 

town Columbus. 

 

 

 

BROADCAST SECOND WEEK OF JUNE 

Brian Sileto a Vice President of the greater Columbus Chamber of Commerce talks with 

Richard McGoff  the district director of the supermarket chain called Winn-Dixie. They 

talked about his 40 year career in that industry, he went on to explain the “ins and outs” 

of the supermarket business. He talked about the relationship with “By Low” the fact that 

it was a good merger. There was a portion of the show that dealt with government affairs 

which was hosted by Rob Nichols who had Representative Ed Harbinson on his show 

they talked about his history in the marines and the fact that he is the chair of the 

veteran’s committee and that the Governor of Georgia came down in April and signed 

into law three bills dealing directly and indirectly with veterans that Mr. Harbison had a 

large part in creating. 

 

 

BROADCAST THIRD WEEK OF JUNE 

Mike Gaymon President and CEO of the greater Columbus Chamber of Commerce talks 

with the Regional Vice President for the Emerald Coast Dale Carnegie training Lee Ring. 

They talked about how the region is structured, the dynamics of the franchise, how the 

franchise was structured and how Dale Carnegie made his dream extremely successful. 

From his book “How to when friends and influence people” which was an overnight 

success to today, where he is peerless in his work. There was also a portion on 

Governmental Affairs with Rob Nichols who had Representative Ed Harbinson on his 

show they talked about his history in the marines and the fact that he is the chair of the 

veteran’s committee and that the Governor of Georgia came down in April and signed 

into law three bills dealing directly and indirectly with veterans that Mr. Harbison had a 

large part in creating. (this part was a repeat of last week) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BROADCAST FOURTH WEEK OF JUNE 

Mike Gaymon President and CEO of the greater Columbus Chamber of Commerce talks 

with Richard Howell the air director of Columbus Metropolitan Airport. They talked 

about his experience in the armed forces his training in his job abroad, and since being 

from San Francisco, how it came about to actually come to Columbus and accept his job. 

He went on to explain the challenges we have at our airport as it pertains to smaller 

opportunities to fly into other airport hubs, cities, the small number of flights, the even 

smaller number of carriers and why. They talked about the different challenges and how 

it almost always boils down to business decisions. There was a segment on economic 

development with executive vice president Bill Murphy who talked to the president of the 

Columbus Convention and Visitor’s Bureau Peter Bowden. They talked about the White-

Water Experience and how profitable its been for Columbus, and how its marketed. They 

also talked about the art-scene in down town Columbus. (repeat from first of June) 

 

 

 

 


