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ABC-13 - LOCAL PROGRAMS
1st Quarter 2021

ABC-13 PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS

ABC-13 NEWS PROGRAMS

13 Eyewitness News
The following Eyewitness News programs aired live on Channel 13.1 in the first quarter. 

Eyewitness News at 4:30 AM (Weekdays 4:30 – 5:00am)
Eyewitness News at 5:00 AM (Weekdays 5:00 – 5:30am)
Eyewitness News at 5:30 AM (Weekdays 5:30 – 6:00am)
Eyewitness News at 6:00 AM (Weekdays 6:00 – 7:00am)
Tom Koch, Samica Knight and meteorologist Elita Loresca anchor these three half-hour and one one-
hour morning newscasts.  The programs cover the latest overnight news, weather, sports, traffic reports 
and money-saving and consumer tips.

Eyewitness News at 11:00 AM (Weekdays 11:00 – 11:30am)
Melanie Lawson, Art Rascon and meteorologist David Tillman anchor this midday newscast. The 
program covers the latest news and weather, as well as entertainment news. 

Eyewitness News at 3:00 PM (Weekdays 3:00 – 3:30pm)
Chauncy Glover, Mayra Moreno and meteorologist David Tillman anchor this half-hour newscast.  The 
program includes the latest news and weather and local interest stories. 

Eyewitness News at 4:00 PM (Weekdays 4:00 – 5:00pm)
Eric Barajas, Ilona Carson and meteorologist David Tillman anchor this one-hour newscast.  The 
program includes the latest news and weather and local interest stories. 

Eyewitness News Live at Five (Weekdays 5:00 - 5:30pm)
Art Rascon, Melanie Lawson and chief meteorologist Travis Herzog anchor this half-hour evening 
newscast covering the latest news, weather and sports.   

Eyewitness News at 6 PM (Weekdays 6:00-6:30pm)
Gina Gaston, Art Rascon, chief meteorologist Travis Herzog and sports director Greg Bailey anchor this 
half-hour newscast covering the latest news, sports and weather.

Eyewitness News at 6:30 PM (Weekdays 6:30-7:00pm)
Ilona Carson, Erik Barajas, chief meteorologist Travis Herzog and sports director Greg Bailey anchor 
this half-hour newscast covering the latest news, sports and weather.

Eyewitness News at 10 PM (Weekdays 10:00 - 10:35pm)
Ilona Carson, Gina Gaston, Erik Barajas, chief meteorologist Travis Herzog and sports director Greg 
Bailey anchor this late evening half-hour newscast, covering the latest news, weather and sports.  
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Eyewitness News at 5:30 AM (Saturdays 5:30 – 6:00am)
Eyewitness News at 6:00 AM (Saturdays 6:00 – 7:00am)
Steven Romo, Erica Simon, David Nuno and meteorologist Kevin Roth anchor these newscasts 
reporting the latest news, weather and sports.

Eyewitness News at 6:00 PM (Saturdays 6:00 – 6:30pm)
Eyewitness News at 10 PM (Saturdays 10:00 – 10:30pm)
Tom Abrahams, meteorologist Rachel Briers and sportscaster Bob Slovak anchor these news programs 
covering the latest news, weather and sports.

Eyewitness News at 6 AM (Sundays 6:00 – 7:00am)
Eyewitness News at 8 AM (Sundays 8:00 – 10:00am)
Steven Romo, Erica Simon, David Nuno and meteorologist Kevin Roth anchor these Sunday morning 
newscasts reporting the latest news, weather and sports.   

Eyewitness News at 5:30 PM (Sundays 5:30 – 6:00pm)
Eyewitness News at 10 PM (Sundays 10:00 – 10:30pm)
Tom Abrahams, meteorologist Rachel Briers and sportscaster Bob Slovak anchor these Sunday evening 
news programs covering the latest news, weather and sports.

The following Eyewitness News program aired live on Channel 39.1 (KIAH) in the first quarter.

Eyewitness News on CW39 (Weekdays 9:00 – 10:00pm)
Tom Abrahams, Elisa Rivas and meteorologist David Tillman anchor this one-hour evening newscast 
covering the latest news, weather and sports.   
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OTHER LOCALLY PRODUCED PROGRAMS

Channel 13.1 Programming

ABC-13 Presents
ABC-13 Presents productions are locally produced specials covering a full range of subjects, including 
medical topics, the environment, consumer reports, health and beauty, sports, the arts and events that 
impact Houstonians.  ABC-13 Presents programs regularly air on Channel 13.1. On January 17th at 7:00 
am we aired the 2021 Chevron Houston Marathon special. 

Positive Content Feature Stories 
Eyewitness News aired daily Positive Content Feature Stories, which are locally produced segments 
covering a full range of subjects, including communities, arts and entertainment, food and local eateries, 
diversity and inclusion, local businesses, health and beauty, sports, and events that impact Houstonians.  
These stories air daily as packages within our newscasts, as well as on the ABC 13 app, abc13.com 
website and various social media platforms. A sample of some of our daily stories are listed below:

Khole Joiner - a young Missouri City girl who has set a goal to collect and give away one million 
books to kids. So far she has collected over 7,000 books and has been honored with a George H.W. 
Bush Points of Light Award for volunteerism. Khloe first started her nationwide effort to collect books 
after developing a special friendship with a Missouri City Police Officer. (This story is part of ABC’s 
Magic of Storytelling initiative.)

Elija Knight Kindness Coins – The family of Elija Knight, a Cypress Boy Scout who was killed 
in a tragic accident, has started a nonprofit in his honor called Kindness to Action. The group’s purpose 
is to encourage people to be kind and look out for others. (This story is part of ABC’s Choose Kindness 
initiative.)

The Mahatma Gandhi District – a tour of the predominately Indian and South Asian community 
within Houston, including various businesses, restaurants, landmarks and other places to visit. (This 
story is part of ABC’s Diversity & Inclusion initiative.)

FIEL - An immigrant-led civil rights organization that works for justice and equality. FIEL 
serves the community by providing such services as education, immigration services, and disaster 
recovery. (This story is part of ABC’s Diversity & Inclusion initiative.)

Goode Looks Barber Shop - One of the most popular small businesses in the Third Ward, the 
owner, Lewis Goode, gives away free haircuts to senior citizens every Wednesday. He talked about how 
important it is to talk and listen to seniors about their stories and lessons learned. (This story was part of 
our Celebration of Black History Month series.)

Chinese New Year Preview – We outlined all the local celebrations around Houston and the 
virtual opportunities to celebrate the holiday’s traditions. (This story is part of ABC’s Diversity & 
Inclusion initiative.)

Montford Point Marine - Arthur Jackson was a Montford Point Marine, among the first African-
Americans to enlist in the Marine Corps in WWII. He is turning 99 this year, and trying to find his 
fellow Montford Point Marines to swap stories and reconnect. (This story was part of our Celebration of 
Black History Month series.)
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TSU Sit-In Anniversary – March 4th marked 61 years since the city’s first sit-in, led by Texas 

Southern University students at a grocery store lunch counter. There is now an historical marker at the 
spot to commemorate the students who led the sit-in and played a major role in the desegregation of 
Houston. (This story is part of ABC’s Diversity & Inclusion initiative.)

Judge Vanessa Gilmore - When Federal Judge Vanessa Gilmore was appointed by President 
Clinton in 1994, she was the youngest sitting federal judge in the United States and the first University 
of Houston graduate appointed to the federal bench. Motivated in part by her own experiences as an 
adoptive mother and those of other women and families who struggle with work/life integration, she 
decided to write about adoption. Her novel, “Saving the Dream,” tells the story of a young woman and 
her decision to have her baby or give it up for adoption and alternately explores the life her son might 
have lived in each world. She is also the author of a children's book entitled "A Boy Named Rocky: A 
Coloring Book for the Children of Incarcerated Parents" and is a frequent speaker and lecturer on issues 
related to these children and their families. (This story was part of our Celebration of Women’s History 
Month and ABC’s Diversity & Inclusion initiative.) 

Skating Through Barriers – A diverse group of Houston skateboarders have made it a mission to 
break barriers in the world of skateboarding to show that you can be any race, age, or gender to get on a 
skateboard and have fun. (This story is part of ABC’s Diversity & Inclusion initiative.)

4J Brewing - 4J Brewing is an all-female-owned craft brewery. Jennifer Edwards started it when 
she was laid off from her banking job in 2018. The name comes from her and her sisters, who all help 
out at the brewery. (This story was part of our Celebration of Women’s History Month and ABC’s 
Diversity & Inclusion initiative.)

Channel 13.2 Programming
ABC-13’s Channel 13.2 features programs from the LOCALish Network.  Channel 13.2 also features E/I 
children’s programs.

LOCALish Network 
Launched by the 8 ABC-owned television stations, the LOCALish Network connects communities 
across the country with good people, good news and good stories.  The network airs on Channel 13.2.  
The network consists of numerous half-hour programs covering a variety of topics, including:

More in Common – featuring common interest stories from across the country
Bite Size – great local eateries and food 
Secretly Awesome – local hotspots and must see places many people don’t know about
All Good – positive stories of inspiration  
Glam Lab – fashion created by everyday people for everyday people
Best of LOCALish – the best stories from across the country

Channel 13.3 Programming
The station’s HDTV Channel 13.3 broadcasts Laff TV, featuring vintage television comedy reruns.  
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ABC TELEVISION NETWORK NEWS

ABC-13 broadcasts all ABC Television Network news programs and special reports.  The network’s 
report entitled, “ABC-TV Network First Quarter 2021 Program Information,” is filed separately.  A 
copy of the report is filed in ABC-13’s Public Inspection File.
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ABC-13 - CORE ISSUES
1st Quarter 2021

CORE ISSUES

ABC-13 gave significant coverage to the following community issues and concerns arising in the first 
quarter of 2021:

1.  The Winter Storm and the Texas Power Grid Failure 
2.  COVID-19 Pandemic
3.  Increasing Crime Rates and the Departure of the Houston Police Chief 
4.  Presidential Transition and the Riot at the Capitol 
5.  2021 Chevron Houston Marathon 

  

The station’s coverage of these core issues is detailed in the next section of this report.
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ABC-13 - CORE ISSUES COVERAGE
1st Quarter 2021

The Winter Storm and the Texas Power Grid Failure 

Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   February 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 
26, 27, 28. March 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.
Total Coverage:  54 Hours 32 Minutes 

13 Eyewitness News had extensive coverage of the record breaking winter storm that hit Texas in 
February, providing wall to wall coverage during the duration of the storm, as well keeping viewers up 
to date with the latest information on power outages and weather conditions and provided post storm and 
recovery coverage. Examples of continuing coverage during this time include coverage of the 
development of the storm and its track into Texas, its impact throughout the week, power outages, tips 
and information on how to prepare and survive during the extreme cold without power, the storm related 
damage across the area, as well as press conferences and updates from state and local officials, FEMA, 
and the Harris County Department of Emergency Management during the impact of the storms. After 
the storm there were stories on the total damage done and the death toll, the failure of the power grid, the 
reasons for the massive blackouts and the resulting fallout, and plans by the Texas congress to correct 
system failures and improve the power grid structure and oversight of the power authorities. 

COVID-19 Pandemic

Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   January 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31. February 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28. March 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 
19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31. 
Total Coverage:  13 Hours 46 Minutes 

13 Eyewitness News aired extensive coverage of the continued effects of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Eyewitness News aired numerous live press conferences from the State of Texas, Harris County 
Emergency Management and the City of Houston to provide the latest information and orders regarding 
the latest infection rate, the continued rollout of the vaccines and the State of Texas’s decision to lift 
restrictions on businesses and mask requirements.  Examples of the continuing coverage provided during 
this time include stories on distribution of the vaccine and how it is progressing, reporting the infection 
rates across the state, country and world and what the future impacts will be, the decision by Governor 
Abbott to lift the state restrictions on businesses and the mandatory mask mandate, the impact 
financially and mental health-wise the pandemic is still having on people and the ways businesses and 
people are coming back a year after the state shutdown. 
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Increasing Crime Rates and the Departure of the Houston Police Chief

Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   January 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31. February 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28. March 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 
19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31. 
Total Coverage:  11 Hours 22 Minutes

13 Eyewitness News reported on the continuing increase in crime and the murder rate that has kept its 
pace through the first quarter of 2021. Eyewitness News had extensive coverage of numerous crime 
events and murders during this time, as well as the departure of Houston Police Chief Art Acevedo to 
Miami and the transition to his replacement, Troy Finner. Examples of continuing coverage during this 
period include the continued rise in homicides across the city, road rage incidents that end in violence, 
the rise in burglary, robbery and assaults in the city, increasing assaults to Asian Americans within the 
city, the efforts and plans the City of Houston, new Police Chief Troy Finner, Harris County Sherriff’s 
Department and the Houston Police Department have underway to address the increase in crime, and the 
causes for this increase, rising gun violence and potential mass shootings. 

Presidential Transition and the Riot at the Capitol 

Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   January 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31. February 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16.
Total Coverage:  8 Hours 39 Minutes 

13 Eyewitness News had extensive coverage of the transition from the President Trump administration to 
the President Biden administration, as well as the riots at the Capitol and protests around the country. 
Examples of the continuing coverage provided during this time include the creation of Biden’s transition 
team, legal challenges and court cases across the country involving the presidential vote count, the 
meeting of the Electoral College and the simultaneous rally of protesters in Washington DC that led to 
protestors storming the Capital building, the nationwide search for these rioters which included the 
arrest of several in the Houston area, the inauguration of President Biden and his plans to reunite and 
heal the country as well as highlighting his goals as president. 

2021 Chevron Houston Marathon

Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:  January 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18.
Total Coverage:  3 Hours 51 Minutes 

13 Eyewitness News covered the virtual version of the 2021 Chevron Houston Marathon in which the 
runners participated completely online. Examples of the continuing coverage provided during this time 
include complete coverage of the Chevron Houston Marathon which lasted for the week of January 11th 
through January 17th including a one hour live special on January 17th covering the marathon, providing 
information on how people can keep informed online on the progress of the runners online, as well as 
stories on the people who are participating in the race, such as people who were running in honor of a 
loved one, raising money to fight a disease or for a favorite charity, or running because they had to battle 
obstacles themselves such as cancer, heart disease or disabilities and are dedicating finishing the 
marathon to their personal victories.
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FCC ISSUES REPORT – 1st Quarter 2021
January – March
KTRK-TV 

ABC-13 - PUBLIC SERVICE
1st Quarter 2021

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS

PSA Submissions
The station airs selected PSAs submitted by local, regional and national nonprofit entities.  Broadcasted 
on regular PSA rotation, the spots cover a wide range of subjects and interests -- from health, education 
and issues addressing children’s concerns to drug abuse prevention, public safety and the environment. 
 
Community Spotlight PSAs
ABC13 regularly produces and broadcasts 10, 15 and 30-second public service announcements under its 
Community Spotlight banner. The announcements promote the public service programs and activities of 
local nonprofit organizations, community groups and government entities. The spots are broadcast on a 
regular PSA rotation schedule. In the first quarter, the station produced and broadcasted PSAs promoting 
the response to the COVID-19 pandemic, COVID-19 vaccine distribution and Disney’s Magic of 
Storytelling literacy campaign.

ABC13 PUBLIC SERVICE CAMPAIGNS 

Chevron Houston Marathon
KTRK-TV provided a one hour special of the Chevron Houston Marathon's virtual events (due to 
COVID-19) from 7-8am on 1/17.  Additional coverage including promotional spots and digital mentions 
on ABC13.com. The sponsors were the Houston Marathon Committee, Chevron and Aramco. 

Houston Symphony
ABC13 is the official broadcast partner of the Houston Symphony.  This quarter our partnership was 
highlighted with promo spots and vignettes driving people to purchase tickets to their upcoming events.  
Digital inclusion of this partnership with a feature page and promo banners was also promoted. The 
sponsor was the Houston Symphony. 

Theatre Under the Stars
TUTS is Houston's premiere musical theatre and arts education non-profit organization.  ABC13 
currently runs on-air promos supporting the community musical performances.  The sponsor was TUTS.

Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center/ABC13 Blood Drive
ABC13 runs an on-air commercial schedule promoting the "give blood" message.  In addition, ABC13 
participated in the Blood Drive Event on Friday, March 5th at the Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center. 
The sponsor was Moody Gardens.
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Operation 13 Save a Life
ABC 13 runs an on-air and digital campaign promoting fire/CO2 safety. After the winter storm in 
February, Kidde had an emergency donation of CO2 detectors, which were distributed at a Houston 
Community College campus on February 27th from 10:00 am to 12 pm. The sponsor was Kidde.

Distinguished Scholars
ABC13 runs an on-air and digital campaign promoting the 2020/21 Distinguished Scholars Program, 
which was created to assist students planning to continue their education at a two-or four-year 
university. Forty scholarships were awarded to select class of 2021 graduates from the Alief, Houston, 
and Spring Branch Independent School Districts. These Distinguished Scholars are being recognized not 
only for their academics but also for their excellence in one of the following categories: Beating the 
Odds, Career & Technical Education, Communications, Performing & Fine Arts, S.T.E.M., Service & 
Leadership, Spirit, or Student Athletics. The sponsor was Citgo.

COMMUNITY MEETINGS

ABC13 regularly hosts community meetings to support the ABC13+ positive story series. Every other 
week, ABC13 highlights a different community in Houston’s surrounding area. The multi-platform 
event features local good works, deeds and hometown pride for an entire week. As a supplement, 
ABC13 hosts community meetings to meet local leaders, neighbors and inspirational people. Our goal is 
to hear firsthand the positive and inspirational contributions happening in our neighboring communities. 
In the first quarter, we have hosted meetings for the communities of College Station, Sugar Land, 
Memorial, Brenham and Matagorda.
 
WEBSITE RESOURCES
 
The station’s website ABC13.com features information, video streaming and links corresponding to its 
news reports, programs, PSAs and public service campaigns.  These informational resources cover a 
wide range of subjects, from news issues, current events and weather topics to health and consumer 
concerns.  The website also features all segments of ABC13+ positive story series.  It also provides 
Doppler radar weather updates and traffic information.  In addition, ABC13.com provides a calendar 
venue for community event postings.  In the first quarter, the website featured content coinciding with 
ABC13’s public service campaign benefiting COVID-19 relief through the Houston Food Bank and 
Disney’s Magic of Storytelling literacy campaign. 

VIRTUAL TOWN HALLS
 
ABC13 regularly produces and streams a series of one-hour virtual town halls under its Action 
13 banner. These town hall conversations promote the activities of local nonprofit organizations, 
community groups and government entities. The virtual town halls streamed exclusively on ABC13.com, 
ABC13's app, and ABC13's connected TV apps on Amazon Fire TV, Apple TV, Google TV and Roku. 
In the first quarter, the town halls featured content on the issues of COVID-19 vaccine distribution, the 
reception of our Black and Hispanic communities to getting vaccinated, the pandemic’s effects on 
students of color and the academic achievement gap, disaster response to Winter Storm Uri, and the 
exodus of women from the workforce during the pandemic.


