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During the second quarter of 2004, KGO-TV aired the following regularly 
scheduled local newscasts identified on air as “ABC 7 News” with a total 
cumulative average of over 100 hours per month:  

   

   Monday - Friday  5:00-7:00AM 

   Monday - Friday  11:00-11:30AM 

   Monday - Friday 5:00-5:30PM 

   Monday - Friday 6:00-7:00PM 

   Monday - Sunday  11:00-11:35PM 

   Saturday   6:00-6:30 / 4:30-5:00PM 

   Sunday  7:00-8:00AM 

   Sunday  9:00-10:30 / 9:00-10:00 / 9:00-9:30AM 

   Sunday  6:00-6:30 / 5:00-5:30PM 

  



During the second quarter of 2004, KGO-TV also aired the following 
regularly scheduled locally produced programming that addressed the 
problems and needs of the San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

 

SUNDAY ON 7- Public affairs program produced by KGO-TV Public Affairs, that 
consisted of a variety of subjects primarily dealing with issues related to the local 
community.  KGO-TV news anchor Cheryl Jennings hosted this program that 
aired Sundays from 10:30-11:00am. 

 
ASSIGNMENT 7 WEEKEND- News compilation program that repurposed and 
reviewed local news reports covering significant community issues.  KGO-TV 
news anchors Dan Ashley and Cheryl Jennings hosted, and it aired Saturdays 
and Sundays from 5:00-5:30pm. 

 

SEVEN ON YOUR SIDE- Reporter Michael Finney headed this consumer affairs 
unit that provided consumer information / product recalls during local 5:00pm 
newscasts, and reviewed investigations / resolutions during 6:00pm newscasts.  
The volunteer office staff answered letters, e-mail and hotline telephone calls 
from viewers seeking help with a variety of consumer problems.  On the average, 
the unit received over 1500 letters, over 400 e-mails, and approximately 2000 
phone calls per month. 

 
 



LOCAL SPECIALS 
 

During the second quarter of 2004, KGO-TV aired the following locally 
produced specials that addressed the problems and needs of the       
San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

 
PROFILES OF EXCELLENCE: This program was part of a series of specials 
produced to celebrate the ethnic diversity of the Bay Area.  This special saluted 
the achievements of four outstanding Asian Americans.  It aired on Saturday, 
June 26

th
 from 7:30-8:00pm, and repeated on Sunday, June 27

th
 from 10:30 to 

11:00am. 
 
BEYOND THE HEADLINES: SAME SEX MARRIAGE: Hosted by ABC 7’s Pete 
Wilson, this program brought together all sides of the emotional argument 
surrounding same-sex marriage.  It examined the rights at stake for same-sex 
couples, the debate over a constitutional amendment, and faith-based questions 
surrounding the definition of marriage.  It aired on Saturday, May 22

nd
 from 7:00 

to 8:00pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 



PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS- 

During the second quarter of 2004, KGO-TV ran nearly 1,600 public service 
announcements that aired throughout the broadcast day in various time periods, 
and involved many different topics.  Some of these PSA sponsors included: 
KGO-TV African American Heritage Salutes, Ad Council, Boy Scouts of America, 
Contact Lense Council, American Red Cross, Give Kids the World, Girl Scouts, 
Film Arts Foundation, San Francisco Police Department, Paralyzed Veterans of 
America, Over 60 Health Center, Pedestrian Safety, USDA, US Centers For 
Disease Control & Prevention, U.S.O., and Words Can Heal. 

 

* * * * 

 

In addition to the local news and public affairs programs described in this report, 
KGO-TV carries all of the ABC Television news & public affairs programs listed 
and described in the report filed as “Network Programming.” 

 

* * * * 

 

KGO-TV regularly surveys community leaders and organizations, and responds 
to these surveys.  The station also regularly hosts community feedback meetings 
known as “ABC 7 Listens” at different Bay Area locations.  Residents are invited 
to discuss, key issues, problems, needs and interests.  Through our efforts we’ve 
determined that the following issues are important to the community: 

 

    Youth Issues 

    Housing & Homelessness Issues 

    Education Issues 

    Minority Issues 

    Health & Medical Issues 

    Special Local News Reports 

 

Some of the station’s most significant treatments of these issues are described 
on the following pages. 

 



PROGRAMS ADDRESSING THE PROBLEMS 

AND NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY 

 

YOUTH ISSUES 

 

ASSIGNMENT 7 WEEKEND (Local) 

Date/Time: June 16, 2004 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: 2:52 

Subject:  

This report reviewed the results of a survey on girl’s health conducted by Bay 
Area high school students.  Health experts recommended at least five servings 
of fruits & vegetables, but only 62% of the girls surveyed said they ate only one 
or two servings.  Only 46% of girls surveyed said they exercised less than twice a 
week.  The survey also found that about one-third of high school girls were 
sexually active.  Survey sponsors offered a health workshop attended by about 
100 girls. 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 7, 2004 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 2:35 

Subject:  

This report showed how a team of teenage volunteers delivered food to low-
income families in Concord’s Monument Corridor area.  The Monument Crisis 
Center had 84 families sign up for their food program in less than two hours after 
opening.  The teen volunteers were from local high schools and raised money to 
buy food in addition to delivering.  Most of the recipients were working poor.    

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 21, 2004 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 2:30 

Subject:  

This report discussed a nationwide survey on the financial skills of teenagers.  
Nearly one-third of high school seniors had credit cards, but most did not 
understand basic financial skills.   A San Francisco non-profit group offered a 
class in money management for teens with an emphasis in banking, budgeting 
and credit.  A local assembly member introduced a bill requiring schools to teach 
finance basics to seventh to twelfth graders. 



(Youth Issues cont.) 

   

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 1, 2004 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:57 

Subject:  

This report covered the release of a video containing a fight between state youth 
authority wards and their guards.  The state senator who released the tape said he 
was frustrated that charges had not been filed against the guards.  The tape 
showed two separate incidents when counselors used force against a ward after 
the youth was subdued.  A county district attorney agreed with the guards’ self-
defense claim and would not prosecute those involved.  The state attorney general 
was reviewing the case to determine if prosecution would be appropriate.     
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 2, 2004 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: 1:36 

Subject:  

This report reviewed a non-partisan high school program in Oakland designed to 
get young people interested in politics and voting.  The program was inspired 
during a time of widespread voter apathy, and when many elections were decided 
by narrow margins.  Project organizers were hopeful that it would ignite interest in 
voting and politics among the students, and show them that each vote really 
counts.    
 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 3, 2004 (6:00-7:00AM) 

Length: 2:43 

Subject:  

This report discussed a documentary project produced by high school students 
about youth who got involved in crime.  The production was part of an after 
school documentary video program sponsored by the East Bay Asian Youth 
Center.  Most of the students were referred to the program by their juvenile 
probation officer.  The subjects covered ranged from Asian street gangs to life at 
home.  Students received a $500 stipend that was often applied toward the 
restitution that was part of their sentence.   

 
 
 



(Youth Issues cont.) 
 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: June 9, 2004 (11:00-11:35PM) 

Length: 1:01 

Subject:   

This report profiled a young man about to graduate from high school who suffered 
from a rare disease that caused him to be mostly home schooled.  His teachers 
worked with him around his difficult health needs, and his more than two-dozen 
surgeries.  He was determined to attend graduation ceremonies and receive his 
diploma with classmates on stage.  Cited as a living lesson to his peers, the 
graduate was honored with a spot in the San Jose Youth Hall of Fame.     
 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: June 10, 2004 (4:30-5:30PM) 

Length: 1:30 

Subject:   

This report profiled a junior golf program and the director who started it thirty 
years before.  The program offered free golf equipment to kids under 18 years 
old in an effort to keep them off the streets.  Since many parents could not afford 
the expense of the golf game for their children, the junior program was 
cherished.  The program director not only supplied equipment and golf lessons, 
but youth often relied on him for lessons about life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



HOUSING  & HOMELESSNESS ISSUES 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: June 17, 2004 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:40 

Subject:    

This report profiled three families that were about to move into new homes built 
by a non-profit group.  The City of Santa Clara donated the land for the homes, 
and Silicon Valley Power spent $75,000 on the solar energy system.  The solar 
power systems were expected to produce enough energy that each household 
would receive a credit in the summer months.  One of the new residents, a single 
mother, commented that she never thought owning a home in Santa Clara 
County would be a reality for her family. 

    

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 6, 2004 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:38 

Subject:    

This report reviewed a movement in the South Bay to allow more in-law units to 
be constructed.  After a twenty-year ban, the City of San Jose resurrected the 
idea.  The debate heated up at the city council meeting when one resident 
wanted to build a unit addition in his back yard for his aging parents.  Opponents 
argued that the city should deal with the estimated 2,600 illegal detached units 
that were being used.  Another issue was an increase in autos without parking. 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 14, 2004 (11:00-11:35PM) 

Length: 1:46 

Subject:    

This report discussed a Bay Area architect’s plan to produce more affordable 
housing using prefabricated homes.  The homes were built out of state in a low 
cost of living area that kept their cost low, from $80,000 to $200,000.  They’re 
delivered in two modular sections and assembled on site in less than one week.  
The energy saving design offered skylights and expansive window walls to utilize 
natural light and solar heat. 

 

    



(Housing & Homelessness Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: June 16, 2004 (11:00-11:35PM) 

Length: 1:20 

Subject:  

This report showed how budget cuts would impact low-income families in the 
East Bay.  Several hundred residents received letters confirming that the 
government would suspend federal section 8 housing vouchers.  Residents were 
upset that they only received 21 days notice about the cuts leaving them without 
a place to live.  Local housing authorities were considering several emergency 
options to make up for the funding gap. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: June 18, 2004 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: :30 

Subject:  

This report announced that the median price of a Bay Area home had topped the 
historical $500,000 mark for the first time.  Homes were selling quickly with over 
10,000 sold in the previous month, the busiest May in sixteen years.  Buyers 
were taking advantage of low interest rates while they could.  However, only 17% 
of Bay Area families could afford to own a home.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 25, 2004 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:47 

Subject:  

This report explained how the number of defaults on home mortgages could rise 
if interest rates started to rise.  Housing experts believed an anticipated jump in 
interest rates could hit borrowers hard especially if they had adjustable rate 
loans.  With 65% of Bay Area homeowners holding risky adjustable rate loans, 
they could likely see their monthly payments rise, along with a corresponding 
drop in some housing prices.  Experts said the price drops would occur mostly in 
the outlying areas where housing developments were under construction. 

 

 

 



(Housing & Homelessness Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: June 14, 2004 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:55 

Subject:  

This report reviewed how two new programs to help San Francisco’s homeless 
were working after one month.  The city dramatically slashed welfare grants to the 
homeless to fund hotel leasing, and onsite counseling for the homeless.  Ninety 
people had moved into permanent hotel rooms, but not everyone the city tried to 
reach had responded.  The other program had outreach workers trying to coax 
hardcore homeless people into getting help.  This challenge was highlighted 
through the story of one man who asked for substance abuse treatment then 
dropped out. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 23, 2004 (7:00-8:00AM) 

Length: 2:42 

Subject:  

This report profiled an emergency housing program that offered a solution to 
families struggling to stay together.  Homeless families could stay in the 51unit 
apartment complex for three months to five years.  Their rent was based on a 
sliding scale at 30% of monthly income or public assistance.  A variety of onsite 
resources were available to residents designed to help them build better lives.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EDUCATION ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: June 12 2004 (6:00-6:30PM) 

Length: 3:00 

Subject:    

This report reviewed how a new film was helping Bay Area schools tackle the 
problem of “bullying.”  The National Education Association estimated that 160,000 
students daily missed school due to fear of being attacked or intimidated by other 
students.  The 35-minute movie featured local middle school students talking 
about the desperation that accompanies name-calling and bullying.  Many schools 
in Oakland and San Francisco planned to use the film in their classrooms. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: June 6, 2004 (9:00-10:30AM) 

Length: 2:10 

Subject:    

This report looked into complaints by parents and students alleging that schools 
in San Leandro were overcrowded.  The city’s only high school had 2300 
students enrolled.  Students had to stand during class due to the lack of desks 
available.  A 2003 school district report found the ideal number of students to be 
between 1500 and 1800.  The school superintendent said there wasn’t an 
overcrowding problem, and that each classroom followed the state average.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 26, 2004 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:32 

Subject:    

This report covered an incident involving a 14 year-old girl who had an adverse 
reaction after taking a dose of the illegal drug ecstasy.  Investigators said the 
middle school student got the drug off campus, and used it that night at a friend’s 
sleepover.  Three girls each took a dose, but one ended up in critical condition.  
Police arrested a 20 year-old and one juvenile for allegedly providing the drugs.  
Students at the middle school the next day went home with a valuable lesson in 
illegal drug use.  The superintendent called on parents to stay vigilant saying 
many would be surprised at just what occurred in the middle school age group.  

 



(Education Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: June 2, 2004 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:54 

Subject:   

This report covered the San Francisco visit of actor and children’s advocate Rob 
Reiner to promote preschool education for all children.  The cities of San 
Francisco and San Jose promised to fund more preschools, but the rest of the 
Bay Area, and the state lagged behind.  Money had been an obstacle for the 
state with annual estimates for universal preschool at 2 billion dollars. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 30, 2004 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:46 

Subject:   

This report discussed how sports programs in the West Contra Costa School 
District had been saved from budget cuts.  Two Marin County foundations 
pledged $100,000 each, and one district graduate gave $15,000 to save the 
programs.  Supporters were hopeful others would follow behind.  However, the 
two foundation grants and community fundraising was only enough to create a 
basic sports program for only one year.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 6, 2004 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:00 

Subject: 

This report discussed a new state assembly bill that would allow teachers to 
survey students on their teaching performance.  Some teachers had been 
reluctant to pass out surveys because they were afraid critical comments would 
be used against them.  The new bill would insure the privacy rights of teachers 
by guaranteeing that the surveys would be for teachers’ eyes only.  Opponents 
to the bill said it would keep administrators from getting bad teachers out of the 
system.   

 

 

 



(Education Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 26, 2004 (11:00-11:35PM) 

Length: 2:46 

Subject:  

This report showed how local schools were trying to put an end to student 
cheating on essays.  One high school used an online computer program that 
could instantly determine if students had plagiarized in their work.  Most of the 
students interviewed that admitted cheating said society taught them that 
winning is everything in most cases.  The pressure to succeed and get good 
grades to get into good universities was enormous.  Teachers said that kind of 
pressure should never translate into cheating. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 14, 2004 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: 1:44 

Subject:  

This report discussed how school districts were required to give military recruiters 
the names, addresses and phone numbers of 9

th
 to 12

th
 grade students.  Under 

the “no child left behind” program, schools received federal funding in exchange 
for providing the information.  Only students who signed an opt out form would 
be excluded.  The San Francisco Unified School District would have lost 36 
million dollars in federal funding for the year if it had declined the info.   The 
military announced that recruitment was up in record numbers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MINORITY ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 19, 2004 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:47 

Subject:   

This report discussed how AIDS was the leading cause of death in the African 
American Community.  Since more than one-half of all new HIV cases occurred 
in the community, African American leaders in Oakland were taking steps to 
confront the crisis.  One church offered free tickets to a concert for those who 
took advantage of free HIV testing during their town hall meeting on AIDS.  
Youth counselors believed in targeting African Americans at an early age about 
AIDS prevention before they became sexually active. 

    

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 6, 2004 (11:00 -11:30AM) 

Length: 1:56 

Subject:    

This report reviewed how the proposed closure of San Francisco State 
University’s school of engineering was causing concern among minority and low-
income students.  Many minority students were attracted to the program that led 
to high paying jobs lifting poor students out of poverty.  The campus president 
said the college didn’t want to make across the board cuts because the quality of 
education for the entire school would be eroded.    

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: June 6, 2004 (9:00 -10:30AM) 

Length: 2:30 

Subject:    

This report profiled three eighty year-old Japanese Americans who were finally 
awarded their high school diplomas.  They were forced into interment camps 
during World War II and finished high school during that time.  The state 
assembly passed a bill allowing school districts to award diplomas to Japanese 
Americans who were victims of internment.  These three people were among the 
first to be honored.  

  

 



(Minority Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 3, 2004 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:59 

Subject:   

This report discussed why Hispanic workers planned a second statewide boycott 
against businesses.  This was to support the cause of issuing driver’s licenses to 
illegal immigrants.  The two-day statewide economic boycott was in protest of the 
governor’s repeal of a law allowing illegal immigrants to apply for driver’s 
licenses.  Parents were asked to keep their children home from school as part of 
the boycott.  

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 12, 2004 (6:00-7:00AM) 

Length: 1:54 

Subject:     

This report discussed that the Abrazos and Books minority scholarship program 
had just received the historic San Mateo mansion home of Bank of America 
founder A.P. Giannini.  The trustees of his estate decided the Abrazos was the 
best way to carry on the family legacy.  The Giannini’s wanted to train young 
people to become ethical, educated and purposeful members of society.  This 
was something Abrazos & Books accomplished many times.  The challenge for 
the non-profit was the great deal of disrepair to the 7150 square foot structure.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 17, 2004 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 2:18 

Subject:     

This report reviewed the struggle for racial and social equality in schools fifty 
years after the U.S. Supreme Court ruling that ended segregation.  Before the 
ruling, many families had struggled to end segregation.  In 1884 a Chinese family 
sued to get their daughter in San Francisco’s Spring Valley School and won.  By 
1954 many San Francisco schools were desegregated, but one high school only 
had a few African Americans.  In 1983, San Francisco schools limited any one 
race at a school to 45%, benefiting children from all backgrounds. 

 



(Minority Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 13, 2004 (6:42-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:46 

Subject:   

This report discussed how the number of bilingual sample ballots sent out to 
Santa Clara County voters could be reduced.  15% of the nearly 800,000 
registered voters in the county required a ballot in a language other than English. 
An independent audit found that an excessive amount was spent on the printing 
costs of sample bilingual ballots.  The registrar of voters was looking into ways to 
reduce the number printed.  There was concern among bilingual and civil rights 
advocates that changes might cause confusion, or even be a federal violation. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 24, 2004 (6:00-7:00AM) 

Length: 1:46 

Subject:   

This report discussed the declining numbers of minority students entering U.C. 
Berkeley.  African Americans comprised 2.4% of the 2004 freshman class, 
nearly a –30% drop over the previous year.  The number of Latinos accepted 
also declined, but equaled 11% of the fall class.  Compared to the previous 
freshman class, the number of Native Americans accepted declined from 51 to 
40.  Fee increases and funding cuts for minority outreach programs were cited 
as contributing factors.  The chancellor vowed to turn the trend around. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HEALTHCARE & MEDICAL ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time:  May 13, 2004 (4:00–5:00PM)  

Length: 1:32  

Subject:  

This report explained that state budget cuts would have a profound effect on 
families struggling financially, and relying on daycare/medical services.  The 
Contra Costa Childcare council had nearly 3000 families on a daycare waiting 
list, but cuts were expected to be severe.  In the East Bay, 30,000 low-income 
families without medical insurance relied entirely on a medical clinic for 
healthcare.  Administrators feared that they would have to turn people away. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: June 15th, 2004 (4:30–5:30PM) 

Length: 1:10 

Subject:     

This report reviewed how some AIDS agencies in San Francisco might get less 
funding due to city budget cuts.  The mayor’s budget proposal needed approval 
from the board of supervisors before making any cuts.  The supervisors heard 
testimony from the agencies and community members at a special meeting.  A 
demonstration against the health cuts occurred outside of the meeting, but the 
city’s health director expected the cuts to go through. 
 

ASSIGNMENT 7 WEEKEND (Local) 

Date/Time: May 12th, 2004 (5:00–5:30PM) 

Length: 2:44 

Subject:     

This report profiled a community based healthcare facility in Oakland that had 
become a dramatic success story.  For more than thirty years, the clinic provided 
easy access to healthcare for people no matter what they could afford to pay.  
Although subsidized by the government, constant fundraising was necessary to 
maintain their high quality of service.  But donations were hard to come by in 
tight economic times.  
 
 

 



(Healthcare & Medical Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: May 25, 2004 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:30 

Subject:    

This report discussed the contract agreement for the 102,000 SBC operators 
and technicians that afforded them company paid healthcare.  The deal was 
extremely significant at a time when more than two-thirds of all large companies 
in the state raised the amounts employees paid for healthcare. 

  

ASSIGNMENT 7 WEEKEND (Local) 

Date/Time: May 20, 2004 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: 2:44 

Subject:    

This report reviewed the controversy over the need to build a new hospital in 
Palo Alto.  The medical foundation wanted a new facility to meet the healthcare 
services demand among patients over 65.  But a San Mateo County official 
formed a task force to analyze whether it should be built.  He said healthcare 
experts warned him that too many hospitals could mean costs for patients. 

    

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: June 14, 2004 (11:00-11:35PM) 

Length: 1:49 

Subject:    

This report reviewed a successful health insurance program for children in Santa 
Clara County.  The highlight was the program allowed families to choose their 
own doctor.  One mother said it had saved her low-income family thousands of 
dollars in healthcare costs.  Some 80,000 children were enrolled in this program 
that faced possible state budget cuts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Healthcare & Medical Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: June 21, 2004 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:30 

Subject:    

This report looked into the controversy between the healthcare workers union 
and an HMO.  The union took out a full-page newspaper ad in response to a 
media blitz by the healthcare corporation.  This occurred on the eve of a strike 
vote by union members regarding over an expired contract at one facility.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: April 6, 2004 (11:00-11:30AM) 

Length: 1:15 

Subject:    

This report reviewed a study that found long-term healthcare had often been 
provided by the family of the patient.  Without any national health benefits for 
long term care, more than 44 million adults cared for another adult, most often 
for an aging parent.  The study also said that many caregivers believed their 
employers didn’t understand the burden it placed on them.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SPECIAL LOCAL NEWS REPORTS 

ABC 7 News provided several, in-depth reports that examined a variety of issues 
important to the San Francisco-Oakland-San Jose Market.  These are examples:  

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: May 4, 2004 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 3:49 

Subject:    

This report showed how counselors and teachers at an Oakland high school 
were working hard to prepare African American students for college.  The 
number of minority student admissions, especially African Americans, declined 
sharply at U.C. Berkeley.  17 African American students at the high school were 
sent on a trip to visit eight colleges to see what it would take to get there, and 
what it would be like.  The students were selected based on their desire to 
attend, and their participation in an after school program. 

   

ASSIGNMENT 7 WEEKEND (Local)  

Date/Time: April 22, 2004 (5:00 – 5:30PM) 

Length: 3:07 

Subject:    

This report profiled an East Bay youth program that helped young people make 
the transition from the foster care system to adulthood.  The program started 
with personal economic training in budgeting, shopping, saving money, and then 
everything from cooking to having a conversation.  Since state foster services 
were terminated when a youth reached eighteen years of age, the program also 
provided rent subsidies until participants could assume full responsibility. 

    

ASSIGNMENT 7 WEEKEND (Local)  

Date/Time: May 6, 2004 (5:00 – 5:30PM) 

Length: 2:40 

Subject:    

This report profiled the dramatic changes in fast growing Contra Costa County.  
Topping one million in population, skyrocketing housing costs, long commutes, 
and retail development lagging behind, the eastern county showed the most 
growth.  The population shift eastward was attributed to a generational need for 
affordable housing. 

 

 



 (Special Local News Reports cont.) 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: June 22, 2004 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:47 

Subject:   

This report reviewed an advanced copy of a civil grand jury report that found on 
the job drug and alcohol use by San Francisco firefighters was a serious problem. 
It found that the situation posed a serious danger to personnel and citizens.  The 
grand jury called on the mayor to launch a comprehensive outside review of the 
fire department.  The chief of the department said she was working to overcome 
the problem. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: June 16, 2004 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:35 

Subject:   

This follow-up report explained that a family living in the Bay Area for fifteen years 
was about to be deported.  The deportation was expected to proceed even though 
all of the children were American born U.S. citizens.  Their problem began when a 
change in federal law that required ten years of residency rather than seven as a 
prerequisite for an immigrant petitioning for legal status.  A local congressman 
tried to get the family permanent residency, and they also appealed to Senator 
Feinstein for help. 

   

ASSIGNMENT 7 WEEKEND (Local)  

Date/Time: May 12, 2004 (5:00 – 5:30PM) 

Length: 3:11 

Subject:    

This report featured San Francisco Mayor Newsom as he discussed the highs and 
lows of his first 100 days in office.  Some of the topics included gay marriage, 
homelessness, crime, a summer jobs program for teens, and the city’s budget 
deficit. 

 

 

 

 



(Special Local News Reports cont.) 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: May 16, 2004 (9:00 – 10:30AM) 

Length: 3:40 

Subject:   

This report reviewed a San Francisco Fire Department case of a man killed in an 
electrical fire.  His family asked if a faster response time by firefighters could have 
saved his life.  A retired firefighter noticed that a fire engine got lost on the way to 
the fire.  The fire dept. said other crews were already working the fire when the fire 
engine got lost.  The deputy fire chief said they were working to improve 
emergency response time. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: May 2, 2004 (7:00 – 8:00AM) 

Length: 2:01 

Subject:   

This report profiled a woman who founded a project to knit blankets for critically ill 
children.  Dozens of volunteers gathered weekly to knit the beautiful blankets to 
help ease the pain of seriously ill children.  A San Francisco yarn shop and a non-
profit foundation donated some of the supplies.   


