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KUDL-HD2  QUARTERLY LISTING OF PROBLEMS AND NEEDS 

July, 2010 – September, 2010 

 

 

1.    BUSINESS/JOBS 
      The downturn in the economy has hit area businesses, with several companies having to layoff workers.  The 

now-passed bailout in Washington of the auto industry will have a far reaching impact in the Kansas City area with 

the two auto plants.  The subprime problem continues to haunt local business, with H & R Bloch reporting a lower 

quarterly profit, and several area lenders also reporting major problems  

 

2 VIOLENCE/CRIME 

    Crime continues to be a major problem facing the Kansas City area.  New statistics out show that violent crime is 

up among all ages and races and in all cities.  White collar crime is also becoming a problem for businesses.  The 

Kansas City Crime Commission working to better enable police departments with new information.  Kansas City 

Police Department revamping and looking at more police on streets. 

 

3. GOVERNMENT 
    Local problems exist at city hall in Kansas City, Missouri as the Mayor continues to wrangle with the city council 

over several issues including that of his wife. A recent effort to recall the mayor is underway.  As both Kansas and 

Missouri lawmakers get set to convene next quarter, numerous committees are drafting legislative proposals dealing 

with education, infrastructure and immigration.   

 

4.  EDUCATION  

    The battle to find education dollars for both Kansas and Missouri still a hot topic as the legislative session will 

begin next quarter.  Missouri is looking at a problem with student loans and how to handle the agency that is in 

charge.  Many of the local school districts, such as Shawnee Mission, Liberty, Kansas City  

are facing money issues, and with the state’s economies continuing to slide many of the education dollars are being 

withheld. Kansas City, Missouri continues its search for a new superintendent.  
 

5.MINORITIES 

     As Congress tries to come up with a plan on how to deal with illegal immigrants, Kansas city’s Hispanic 

community rallies joining other cities nationwide to try and show how important the worker’s are to the economy.  

Meanwhile, area churches are trying to find ways to battle racism.  Missouri lawmakers looking at measure to 

punish businesses and landlords that hire and house illegals. 

 

6.  YOUTH 

      The growing crime rate in Kansas City has hit the area youth hard. The nationwide school shootings causing 

more schools to crackdown on any truancy problems.   Many of the homicide victims have been young and officials 

are concerned about growing gang violence.   There is concern that as the economy continues to slide, more and 

more young people will be out of work, and could turn to crime. 
 

7.  DRUGS 

    While both states have made headways into the problem of drugs in the metro area, methamphetamine is still the 

drug of choice.  While both states have enacted legislation to crack down on over the counter medicines that can be 

used to make meth, law enforcement officials say it’s too early to tell if the measures are working.   New surveys out 

that while hard drugs are on a decline among teens, prescription drugs are now the number one problem. 



8.   WOMEN 

       The issue of low pay, lack of child care continue to be a problem among working women in the metro area.  As 

the metro area braces for the economic downturn, more women are seeing their jobs eliminated and that is adding to 

pressure.  More employers though seem to be working better with women in the area of health care and that has 

been noted as a plus among women’s organizations.  

 

9.  HEALTH 

    Missouri and Kansas committees are looking at how to handle the ranks of the under and uninsured.  Kansas City 

health department trying to work up plans on how to battle a pandemic if and when it occurs here..  The focus of 

health care will be a big topic in the upcoming presidential election, and as the campaigns come through Kansas 

City, many are asking the candidates their views. 

 

10.. CHARITY 

     Area food banks have been tapped, and more charities are seeing more and more working poor coming to their 

doors.  The holiday season was a tough one for area charities, and they are still playing catch up.  

 



 

1.BUSINESS/JOBS 
 

 

 

MORNING NEWS 

 

7.5.10:          Another recall from Toyota has begun. Toyota is recalling Lexus and Crown luxury 

vehicles in Japan over an engine defect and the company says actions in overseas markets will 

follow soon. Toyota says flaws in the valve springs could make the vehicle stall while it's 

moving. 

 

7.5.10:          Kansas is slowly emerging from a recession that forced significant and frequent 

cuts in government spending. Tax collections are beginning to stabilize, but state officials are 

keeping their eyes on old budget issues as a new fiscal year begins. As one Republican leader 

puts it, the budget is fragile and merits close attention in the months to come. 

 

8.3.10:          Looking for a job? Kohl's is hiring 260 workers to work between its new stores in 

Blue Springs and near the Kansas Speedway. Those stores are opening in September. Each store 

has about 130 jobs available. 
 

8.10.10:        Worlds of Fun is planning a five-million-dollar expansion that'll put more of a focus 

on the Peanuts characters. Camp Snoopy will be updated to fit a new "Planet Snoopy" theme 

with new rides and shows. It'll be done and ready in April of next year. 

 

8.20.10:        Tough financial times are forcing many Americans to dip into their retirement 

savings. A report by Fidelity Investments says a record number of workers made hardship 

withdrawals from their retirement accounts in the second quarter, and the number of workers 

borrowing from their accounts reached a 10-year high. 

 

9.1.10:        The congressional panel looking into the financial meltdown focuses on the "too big 

to fail" quandary today. The Financial Crisis Inquiry Commission will hear from former CEOs of 

two big banks that succumbed to the financial crisis, Lehman Brothers and Wachovia Corp. The 

panel is also looking at systemwide risk from financial institutions. 

 

9.2.10:        Five companies have applied to get Missouri's last available casino license - 

including a company that wants to build a casino in Sugar Creek. The license had belonged to the 

President Casino in St. Louis, which closed this summer. The companies are proposing facilities 

in St. Louis, Spanish Lake, and Cape Girardeau, besides the Kansas City area. 

 

9.2.10:       The owner of a historic downtown hotel has agreed to hold off on demolishing the 

building for at least a week, while city leaders try to find a buyer who will re-develop it. The city 

had issued an emergency demolition order for the three-story building housing the historic Cosby 

Hotel at 9th and Baltimore - but the city backed off because of public outcry. THEN owner Rick 

Powell said he wanted to tear down the building - even though the city said the hotel could be 

stabilized for about 8-grand.  



 

9.9.10:        The local economy is getting a boost with the eventual addition of hundreds of new 

jobs in Overland Park. Yesterday was the ribbon-cutting ceremony for the new service center for 

U-S Bank. The service center - which is going in the former Capitol One Home Loans 

headquarters building - will provide office space for 13-hundred workers. 250 employees are 

already in the building, and by the end of the year, it'll be home to another 250 workers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. VIOLENCE/CRIME. 
 

 

MORNING NEWS  

 

7.5.10:        Kansas City police were busy with a couple of shooting incidents overnight. One of 

those was in the the 3-thousand block of Swope Parkway. Three people were shot. Police have 

no suspect information. The other was in the 55-hundred block of Wabash. Two people were 

shot - one with life-threatening injuries. 

 

7.8.10:       A man accused of causing a wreck that left six people hurt after going the wrong way 

on 71-highway on Tuesday has been charged. 30-year-old Brian Rimmer got the cops' attention 

after he allegedly tried to break into a vehicle. They tracked him to 71-highway and 55th street, 

where he hit a vehicle, which was pushed into other vehicles. Rimmer has been charged with 

multiple counts of assault, as well as tampering with a vehicle, resisting arrest, and driving while 

revoked or suspended, according to the star. He told police he had "used meth" on Tuesday.  

One person remained critical. Others were not as badly hurt. Rimmer suffered a shattered femur 

in the wreck.  

 

7.9.10:      If someone knocks on your door claiming to be from Direct TV - be aware - it might 

be fake. Kansas City police say two scam artists are posing as salespeople from Direct TV. The 

man and woman duped a woman in the 12-hundred block of east 80th street. One of the 

scammers has a fake badge, and they use paperwork that's not real. 

The con artists are described as a black man in his 40s and a black female in her teens. They 

scammers' gray dodge durango has been seen in the area of east 80th street.  

 

7.14.10:        Police in Overland Park and Merriam are working together on a string of robberies 

at hotels in one area. O-P police spokesman Jim  Weaver says in all three robberies, one of the 

suspects enters the motel lobby and asks about renting a room, and then returns a short time later 

to rob the motel. The robberies have been at the Econolodge near Santa Fe and Shawnee Mission 

Parkway... the Comfort Inn in Merriam... and the Knights Inn at 72-40 Shawnee Mission 

Parkway... all between July 8th and 11th. 

 



8.2.10:      A man is accused of stabbing his roommate during an argument over ten-bucks - 

leaving the victim critically hurt. The 50-year-old man said his roommate started yelling at him 

about 10-bucks that the man had given to the victim's sister - then stabbed him several times. The 

victim collapsed in the street outside the home in the 74-hundred block of Park. A neighbor 

called 9-1-1. 

 

8.9.10:          Kansas City police are investigating what they say appears to be a homicide 

overnight.  Police got a call to the 32-hundred block of Victor at around 1-15 a-m... police say a 

male victim was pronounced dead at the scene. They have no suspect information.   

 

8.9.10:         We told you last week that police had found a man who was a suspect in a murder in 

Olathe... that man has been charged in the case. Prosecutors have charged 39-year-old Terry 

Hayes with first-degree murder in the death of his estranged wife, 28-year-old Tiffani Hayes. 

Police found her body around noon THursday outside a home in the 400 block of east spruce. 

They arrested Terry Hayes after stopping his vehicle after a three-hour search. 

 

8.19.10:        Kansas City police are investigating a fatal shooting overnight. THey were called to 

a shooting in the 62-hundred block of north pennsylvania just after 10-30 last night, and found a 

man in his 20s dead in a home. Police have no suspect info. 

 

8.20.10:       A person was shot during a carjacking in kansas city overnight. Kansas City police 

tell us a victim was carjacked at 53rd and Garfield at about 12-50 this morning. That male who 

was carjacked was shot while in the car at some point, and then the suspects jumped out of the 

car. The victim got to a gas station at 12th and Prospect. That victim had a head injury, and is 

stable. 

 

8.23.10:        Liberty police continue to investigate the death of a man who was found when 

police responded to call about a break-in yesterday. Police were called at around noon to the 14-

hundred block of La Chateau, and found a man inside, who was later pronounced dead at a 

hospital. They took four people into custody last night for the man's death. 

 

8.26.10:        The Metro Squad today is set to begin its investigation into the murder of a man 

found at an apartment in Shawnee yesterday. A woman said she went to her son's apartment to 

check on him when he did not show up for work, and found his body. Police found 22-year-old 

Chris Dotson in an apartment in the Prairie Lakes Apartment COmplex in the 67-hundred block 

of Lackman Road. 

 

9.13.10:        A federal grand jury in Kansas City, Kan., has indicted a 46-year-old western 

Kansas man on charges of producing and possessing child pornography.  Gary Jay Hibler of 

Pierceville is accused of producing and possessing child pornography in November 2008 and last 

month in Finney County. He was indicted last week.  The Hutchinson News reports that if 

convicted, Hibler faces a penalty of between 15 and 30 years in prison on the charge of 

producing child pornography.  The charge of possessing child pornography carries a potential 

penalty of 10 years in prison and a fine of up to $250,000. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

3. GOVERNMENT  
 

 

MORNING NEWS  

 

7.5.10:       Missouri residents who want to vote in the Aug. 3 primary elections have only a few 

more days to register. The registration deadline is Wednesday. That means people who mail their 

voter registration information must have it postmarked by Wednesday.   Registration is required 

for first-time voters and new Missouri residents.  Current Missouri voters must update their 

registration if they have moved or changed names.  Missouri's primary elections are open to all 

eligible voters. People can choose whatever party ballot they want without having to register as a 

Democrat, Republican, Libertarian or Constitution Party member. 

 

7.9.10:      Overland Park is looking for a new city manager. City manager John Nachbar has 

tentatively agreed to become the city manager of Culver City, California - where Sony Pictures is 

located. The Culver City City Council is expected to vote on Nachbar's contract on Monday. 

Nachbar has been the city manager in Overland Park since 2000. In that time, he put together the 

Sheraton Hotel and convention center deal, and lately has had to oversee the city through tough 

financial times.  

 

7.14.10:        It's decision time for Missouri Gov. Jay Nixon. Nixon faced a Wednesday deadline 

to sign or veto bills passed during this year's regular legislative session. And at least two 

prominent bills are pending on his desk.  One would expand Missouri's 24-hour abortion consent 

law by requiring clinics to give women the chance to view an ultrasound image and listen to the 

heartbeat of the fetus. The other would give more power to the Missouri Ethics Commission, 

limit the shuffling of money between political committees and require quicker reporting of some 

campaign contributions. But that bill does not restore contribution limits, as Nixon had wanted.  

Nixon also has the option of allowing bills to become law without his signature. 

 

8.4.10:        Senator Sam Brownback easily won the GOP primary for Kansas Governor, winning 

82-percent of the vote. He said last night he still thinks the state's general fund should be frozen... 

but that's not the only piece to look at. Brownback faces Democrat Tom Holland, Reform party 

candidate Ken Cannon, and Libertarian Andrew Gray in November's general election.  

 

8.9.10:        Mayor Mark Funkhouser isn't "showing his cards" but, he says he'll fight to keep 

Kansas City's earnings tax. Last week, voters found out they'll decide in November whether there 

would be a second referendum, that could result in the one per cent tax being phased out over 10 

years. We asked the mayor what would happen if the tax goes away. But the mayor says he's " 

meeting with people" now , and will fight against repeal of the  "e tax." He says he's especially 

disturbed, that efforts to kill that source of revenue come from out of town. 

 



8.19.10:       The Kansas City council today could decide whether voters should be allowed to 

vote on a change to the city charter to get the city out of a re-districting dilemma. The charter 

says the city has to re-draw the lines now, before the spring elections - BUT up-to-date census 

info won't be available until next spring. The city's finance and audit committee yesterday Ok-d a 

suggestion to let voters to decide in NOvember - whether to change the charter, and wait for 

census data to re-district. Committee chairwoman Deb Hermann agrees that the city HAS to re-

district. 

 

9.1.10:        The process for choosing a new Kansas Supreme Court justice faces a legal 

challenge even as it moves forward.  Judges and attorneys hoping to fill a vacancy on the court 

had until noon Wednesday to submit applications by mail or in person. Former Chief Justice 

Robert Davis retired Aug. 3 and died the next day. A state nominating commission is set to 

screen applications and send the names of three finalists to Gov. Mark Parkinson. But four 

Kansas voters have filed a federal lawsuit to prevent five of the nine commission members from 

participating. Those members, all attorneys, are chosen only by fellow lawyers. The voters 

contend the process is undemocratic and violates their right to participate in the selection 

process. 

 

9.1.10:      With new funding this budget year, the Kansas Bureau of Investigation is working to 

reduce the number of DNA samples in its backlog.  Attorney General Steve Six oversees the KBI 

operations and is expected to outline the efforts Wednesday during a press conference at KBI 

headquarters in Topeka. The KBI has been working in recent years to process DNA samples 

collected from suspects in cases statewide and get the results entered in a database. New funding 

was approved by the Legislature in the 2010 session to address the backlog 

 

9.13.10:        The government is starting to provide details of how it spent money in the aftermath 

of the Gulf oil spill. And some of the contracts that were awarded could provide ammunition for 

critics of government waste.   The federal government hired a New Orleans man for $18,000 to 

appraise whether news stories about its response to the spill were positive or negative for the 

Obama administration.  The government also spent $10,000 for just over three minutes of video 

showing a routine offshore rig inspection. The video was gathered for news organizations, but 

there's no word on whether any of it was used.  And a $216,000 no-bid contract for a survey of 

seabirds was awarded to an environmental group that has criticized what it calls the "extreme 

anti-conservation record" of Sarah Palin.  But an official from the group, Defenders of Wildlife, 

says politics played no role in the contract. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  EDUCATION  
 

 



 

MORNING NEWS 

 

7.7.10:      An arbitrator has found that the Shawnee Mission school district had just cause in 

firing a popular science teacher last year. The school board fired Mission Valley Middle School 

teacher Ryan Haraughty for repeated use of sexual language in front of students. Haraughty filed 

a grievance and challenged the firing. The arbitrator upheld Haraughty's dismissal. 

 

7.7.10:      The Kansas State Board of Education plans to discuss budget issues next week. Board 

members have scheduled a discussion Tuesday afternoon of spending proposals for the fiscal 

year that begins in July 2011.  The Department of Education's current budget is about $3.7 

billion, mostly for aid to local school districts. Education groups are likely to push the board to 

recommend increases in that aid. A group representing 72 Kansas districts has notified the 

Legislature it intends to sue state officials in October over education funding. The Board of 

Education's proposals will go to the governor's staff for review. The governor will submit his 

own proposed budget to legislators in January. 

 

7.15.10:       Park University has been picked number 1 for value among private colleges and 

universities.  An online resource cited student to faculty ratio and an affordable tuition as reasons 

for the top ranking.  University president Michael Droge says the 2,000-strong undergraduate 

student body enjoys an average class size of 12 students. 

 

8.2.10:      If you haven't bought school supplies yet - you might want to hold off until this 

weekend. Missouri's annual back-to-school sales tax holiday is set for this Friday through 

SUnday. The state's more than 4-percent sales tax won't be put on school supplies that don't go 

over 50-bucks per purchase... clothing with a value of under a hundred bucks... or personal 

computers that don't cost more than 35-hundred dollars. Local cities and counties can opt OUT 

of the sales tax holiday. Ray County, Missouri is not participating... Local CITIES that are NOT 

taking part include North Kansas City, Peculiar, Claycomo, Platte Woods, and Smithville.  

 

8.10.10:           President Barack Obama is joining with teachers this morning to urge the House 

to pass legislation that would help keep 160,000 of them on the job. At a Rose Garden ceremony, 

Obama is also expected to highlight the help the bills would give to states facing severe budget 

problems. The legislation provides $10 billion to school districts to rehire laid-off teachers or 

ensure that more teachers won't be let go before the new school year begins. 

 

8.19.10:        A former Hickman Mills School District board member has been sentenced to four 

years in prison for possessing child porn. 55-year-old David Buie was on the school board from 

2007 to 2008 and served on the board of Metropolitan Community College from 1988 to 2008. 

Buie - a lawyer - pleaded guilty to the child porn charge in march. He had been an administrator 

in kansas city's parks and rec department, but resigned in March of 2008 after a technician found 

child porn on his work computer, according to the Star. 

 

8.25.10:        Missouri is receiving a $2.1 million federal grant to improve and expand charter 

schools in Kansas City and St. Louis.  The state Department of Elementary and Secondary 

Education said Tuesday that Missouri is one of 11 states and the District of Columbia to share in 



the $136.1 million allocation. The grant will be distributed over three years. Goals of the grant 

include supporting high-performing charter schools and improving student performance.  Charter 

schools are publicly funded and exempt from many rules and regulations, which advocates say 

encourages educational innovation.  Missouri education officials say more than 18,000 students 

are enrolled in the state's charter schools. 

 

9.13.10:        Missouri's higher education department is beginning a study of college degree 

programs to see if some should be eliminated. Missouri has about 4,000 academic programs at 

public higher education institutions.  The state review is aimed at identifying bachelor's degree 

programs that average fewer than 10 graduates a year, master's programs that average fewer than 

five graduates a year, and doctoral programs that average fewer than three graduates a year.   The 

Missouri Coordinating Board for Higher Education has authority to approve new degree 

programs but not to eliminate them. Department spokeswoman Kathy Love says the review's 

findings could be used by college and university administrators to make their own decisions 

about continuing the degree programs. 

 

 

 

 

5. MINORITIES 
 

 

MORNING NEWS 

 

7.8.10:       A university in Olathe this week cancelled an immigration forum, just as the federal 

government filed a lawsuit over the Arizona immigration law. MidAmerica Nazarene University 

was supposed to host a forum on Tuesday, which was to include a controversial Arizona sheriff, 

and was planned by Kris Kobach, who helped to draft the immigration law in Arizona. But, 

University president Edwin Robinson told the star - he received e-mails and became aware of 

internet discussions that made him concerned about the university's reputation, as well as general 

safety.   

 

7.9.10:      Starting tomorrow, Bartle Hall will be packed with people attending the N double A-

C-P convention. It runs through next Thursday and could attract as many as 10-thousand visitors. 

Greg Carroll, head of the American Jazz Museum hopes the gathering will bring a lot of "foot 

traffic" to the facility, because of the music's link to breaking down racial barriers. Carroll says 

jazz artists were among the first to attract integrated audiences. First Lady Michelle Obama 

visited the museum during the presidential campaign.  She speaks to the gathering Monday, as 

part of her campaign against childhood obesity. 

 

7.14.10:      More national attention on Kansas City yesterday - as the N-double-A-C-P passed a 

resolution that condemns racism in the tea party movement. The director of the group's 

washington bureau says the resolution "calls on the tea party and all people of good will to 

repudiate the racist element and activities within the tea party." 



Tea party organizers disputed claims of racism and called on the NAACP to withdraw the 

resolution. We won't know the final wording of the resolution until October, when the NAACP's 

national board of directors approves it.  

 

8.4.10:          An official of a Connecticut beer distributorship denies there was any racial 

discrimination where a man killed eight co-workers and himself. Omar Thornton had told his 

mother the company was prejudiced. He had been shown video evidence that he stole beer. 

 

8.10.10:        Records show that about 47,000 people have been removed or deported from the 

U.S. after the Homeland Security Department sifted through 3 million sets of fingerprints taken 

from bookings at local jails.    About one-quarter of those kicked out of the country did not have 

criminal records, according to government data obtained by immigration advocacy groups that 

have filed a lawsuit.  They were identified through a fingerprint sharing program known as 

Secure Communities that the government says is focused on getting rid of the "worst of the 

worst" criminal immigrants from the U.S. Immigration advocates say the government spends too 

much time on lower-level criminals or non-criminals. 

 

 

 

 

6.  YOUTH 
 

 

MORNING NEWS  

 

7.6.10:      An Amber Alert has been issued for a 4-year-old girl who was kidnapped from her 

front yard in Louisiana, Missouri. Police say Alisa Maier was playing with her brother in the 

front yard of their home last night, when a car pulled up, and man got out and grabbed the girl. 

The man is in his 20s, with dark hair and dark skin. The vehicle was a black four-door car. Alisa 

Maier has brown hair and brown eyes... she's 3 feet tall and 40 pounds. She was last seen 

wearing a white t-shirt and blue jean shorts. 

 

8.2.10:       A teen from Shawnee is dead after an accident at a state fair in Lyon County, Kansas. 

17-year-old Hanna Deaver was sitting in the back of a pick-up truck watching the fair's Mud-A-

Thon - when one of the trucks taking part in the event went through a guardrail and into the 

spectator area, and hit where Deaver was sitting. The girl was pronounced dead at a Wichita 

hospital. Another teen who was sitting where the truck hit was treated and released from a 

hospital. 

 

8.3.10:         The FBI says you should be monitoring your kids credit reports. The people trying 

to steal identities may have their eyes fixed on YOUR kids. The dormant social security numbers 

of children hold no credit history making them ideal targets for theft. Retired FBI agent Jeff 

Lanza says parents should regularly check their childrens credit reports. Lanza recommends that 

families get a credit monitoring program so that you'll be notified if someone tries to establish 

credit in your childs name. 

 



8.20.10:        Authorities have identified the 17-year-old killed by carbon monoxide poisoning 

this week at a town home in Oak Grove in western Missouri. Megan Wyatt was about to start her 

junior year at Blue Springs South High School. 

 

9.1.10:       Roughly two-thirds of Missouri's teen drivers are wearing their seat belts. The 

Missouri Department of Transportation says a survey shows that teen seat belt use has increased 

from 61 percent last year to 66 percent this year. Overall, 76 percent of Missouri motorists and 

passengers wear seat belts.  Missouri transportation officials are holding a contest at the state's 

high schools to increase seat belt usage. The competition involves two surprise checks to 

measure how many students are wearing seat belts. Schools also can submit a 30-second video to 

encourage peers to wear seat belts.  Winners can get cash and prizes. The competition runs Oct. 4 

through Nov. 19. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7.  DRUGS 
 

 

MORNING NEWS  

 

7.7.10:       Governor Jay Nixon yesterday signed a bill that makes a synthetic form of 

marijuana...a substance called K2 ....illegal in Missouri.  It's set to take effect August 28th...And 

One business owner who sells K2 in Kansas City isn't complaining. While he says it's 

disappointing K2 won't be legally eligible for sale at his shop in midtown--called Coffee Wonk--

owner Michael Riggs says the bill signed yesterday is FAR better than what lawmakers 

originally considered. Riggs hired a lobbiest, got that portion of the bill changed...making 

possession of small amounts of K2 a misdemeanor instead.  Riggs also appreciated Missouri's 

cautious approach to banning K2 as opposed to Kansas.  He says he WILL have another 

substance available for K2 customers....and it will be legal. 

 

7.14.10:       A huge antitrust lawsuit against 18 of the country's biggest drug makers has gotten 

approval to proceed from California's Supreme Court. Pharmacies that filed the suit are seeking 

millions in damages because they claim drug makers conspired to artificially inflate prices. 

 

8.5.10:         Missouri is one of five states chosen to participate in an information-sharing project 

involving police, prosecutors and courts.  Missouri has been awarded $25,000 by the National 

Governors Association for a project focused on enforcing drunken driving laws. Missouri's effort 

will concentrate on improving the exchange of criminal and civil DWI information. Other states 

selected to participate in the effort to bridge gaps in information transfers are Alabama, 

Pennsylvania, Tennessee and West Virginia. 

 



8.19.10:       A Kansas City police detective who was off-duty but on-call when she wrecked her 

unmarked police car this weekend is being investigated for alleged DUI. The 29-year-old internal 

affairs detective was transported to a hospital after the crash Friday night on U-S 1-69 north of 

Barry Road. A cop at the hospital noted that the detective's breath smelled like alcohol, and was 

mumbling and had bloodshot eyes. She refused to take sobriety tests. She was cited for DUI and 

wreckless driving, according to the star. She  remained working in internal affairs yesterday. She 

has received a routine 15-day driving permit until her administrative hearing.  

 

8.23.10:        Kansas City police have seen a HUGE surge in how much of the drug PCP they're 

recovering lately. In all of 2007 and 2008, police recovered just four gallons of the drug. That's 

not much compared to the 447 Gallons they recovered in 2009 and the first half of this year, 

according to the Star. What's going on? Police don't have a good answer. But they do say that 

PCP dealers are bringing in larger amounts of PCP and then diluting it at labs here to sell. Police 

say they have been busting more PCP labs where dealers are diluting the drug.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

8.   WOMEN 

 
 

MORNING NEWS 

 

8.23.10:        Independence police continue to look for clues on the whereabouts of a woman 

whose husband was found dead yesterday. Police say 50-year-old Catherine Ashworth is missing 

and could be in danger. Her black 2002 ford mustang also is missing. Police were called to a  

home in the 18500 block of blackhawk trail about a death investigation yesterday afternoon. 

They found the body of 63-year-old Ronnie Ashworth in the home. Police believe his death is 

suspicious. 

 

8.25.10:        A fraternity at the University of Kansas is being investigated by its national chapter 

after a rape was reported at the chapter house in Lawrence.  Lawrence police say an 18-year-old 

was charged Monday with rape and aggravated sexual battery after a female student said he 

assaulted her when she fell asleep at the Delta Chi house Saturday night.  The Lawrence Journal-

World reports that the Delta Chi International Fraternity said in a statement Tuesday that the 

Kansas chapter is cooperating with police and an internal investigation. The statement says 

fraternity officials will conclude their investigation after criminal proceedings are complete. 

 

  

 

 

 

9.  HEALTH 



PERSPECTIVES 
 

8.29.10:          Perspectives this week focused primarily on Alzheimer’s Disease. It’s impact on 

the person suffering from it, the impact on the family, and what are the early warning signs that 

someone may be developing Alzheimer’s.  

 

 

 

MORNING NEWS 

 

7.14.10:        University of Kansas Hospital is about to get a lot bigger. KU hospital is planning a 

50-million-dollar expansion that'll include adding three floors to the top of the Center for 

Advanced Heart Care. The building currently has six floors. The seventh floor will be a 

telemetry unit, and it'll be ready for patients in two years. The other two floors will be prepared 

for future expansion. Site work will start in November. The center for advanced heart care 

building opened in October of 2006, at a cost of 73-million-dollars.  

 

8.3.10:       The heat may be to blame for two deaths in the metro. The Kansas City health 

department is not releasing the ages of the people who died, or other details, but it is encouraging 

people to check on neighbors, friends, and relatives. The National Weather Service says we got 

to over 100 in the metro yesterday, and more heat is expected today. Ambulances responded to 

around a dozen reports of heat exposure yesterday. 

 

8.4.10:         Missouri voters are speaking out against the federal health care plan. Proposition C - 

to oppose federal health care - passed with around 71-percent of the vote in yesterday's primary. 

The law means that people do NOT have to buy health care if they don't want to. The federal law 

says people would have to start buying health insurance in 2014.  

 

8.5.10:       If you feel like society is getting fatter, it might not just be in your head. People in 

Kansas and Missouri are getting fatter, or at least we think we are. A new study found that 

twenty-seven percent of Missourians and twenty-nine percent of Kansans consider themselves 

obese. Results are based on telephone surveys and both states showed in increase in self-

described obesity. Missouri Department of Health spokesperson Kit Wayger says obesity is more 

than just a personal problem. A more scientific study says Missouri is actually worse than self-

reports, as one of only nine states with an obesity rate of over thirty percent. 

 

8.19.10:       Two more people might have died from the heat. The Kansas City Health 

Department says the Jackson County medical examiner has identified two more possible heat-

related deaths. That means there have been a total of ten potential heat deaths this summer on the 

Missouri side, according to the paper. Last year, there were three confirmed heat deaths.  

 

9.3.10:        Two former workers at Wright County Egg facilities say they reported problems 

such as leaking manure and dead chickens to USDA employees on site but were ignored and told 

to return to work. An agency spokesman says the USDA employee in charge of the site never 

received any complaints. A salmonella outbreak has led to a recall of about 550 million eggs. 

 



9.3.10:       There are now dueling studies on the connection of esophageal cancer to people who 

take bone-strengthening drugs for several years. The latest study says those people may have a 

slightly higher risk of the cancer. A previous study of the same database concluded that there 

was no link between the drugs and esophageal cancer. 

 

 

 

 

10. CHARITY 
 

 

MORNING NEWS  

 

8.2.10:       We're under a heat advisory from noon today until 9 tomorrow night, with head index 

values that could reach 110 degrees or HIGHER. For those who need to escape the heat, the 

YMCA will be opening to the public today and tomorrow. Anyone can go and cool off at the Y 

during the advisory. For more information, go to kansascity-y-m-c-a-dot-org.  

 

8.10.10:       The family of a boy who was mauled by rottweilers last week is collecting donations 

to help pay for the child's medical treatment. The child was spending the night at a home in the 

35-hundred block of Terrace street when he was attacked by the dogs. The star reports, he 

remains in intensive care. The dogs involved were euthanized. The public can make donations to 

the Josh Stockdale donation account at any U-S bank.  

 

8.23.10:       The Missouri State Archives is awarding nearly $57,000 in grants to help preserve 

historical records.  Museums, libraries, colleges and universities and local governments are 

eligible for the grants. The money can be used to preserve and provide access to historical 

records, hire consultants and buy supplies for archiving records. The deadline to apply is Oct. 1.  

Grant applications are encouraged for records that have been under-documented. That includes 

architecture, post-World War II immigrants and small religious organizations.  The funds come 

from a grant awarded to the State Archives. 

 

9.1.10:         Harvesters says hunger has sort of "gone underground" these days.   September is 

"Hunger Action Month," and Ellen Feldhausen says the food bank is now hearing from one in 

eight people in the metro area, asking for assistance. Thirty ways in thirty days is the theme of 

this month's food drive.  Retailers and service associations have pitched in to help .  Feldhausen 

says since the economic recovery is slower than expected, increased requests for food could run 

high as far out as 2015. 

 

9.2.10:       The United Way of Greater Kansas City is getting ready to kick off its 2010 funding 

campaign - but first, it'll change the way it funds agencies.  The United Way gives money to 140 

groups. This year, it's restructuring its funding system, and will evaluate long-term results to 

determine which ones will get new, three-year funding commitments, according to the star. 

United Way CEO Brent Stewart says the idea of the new plan is to give effective programs more 

stability. 

 



9.3.10:      A local animal shelter is extending its summer adoption program, after getting a batch 

of cats from an overcrowded shelter. You can now get an adult cat with no adoption fee through 

September 12th, at Animal Haven in Merriam. The shelter got 41 new cats, along with 10 cocker 

spaniel puppies.  

 

9.9.10:       If you've never donated to the United Way - you're the target of the agency's latest 

fundraising campaign. The United Way of Greater Kansas City isn't setting a MONETARY goal 

for this year's campaign - but it HAS set a goal of finding 25-thousand NEW donors. Last year, 

the United Way raised just over 35-million-dollars, down almost 8-percent from 2008. Leaders 

of the campaign acknowledge that many people are still feeling the effects of the recession - but 

they believe the worst of it is behind us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


