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 Pursuant to the disclosure requirements in 47 C.F. R. 73.3526(11)(i), and during the quarter referenced above, this station 

provided information to its viewers regarding the following significant issues, including: 
 

Education 

Children/Youth 

Politics 

Health/Healthcare 

Crime/Law Enforcement 

Legal Matters (e.g. court decisions) 

Government (Local) 

Environment 

Consumer Issues 

Economy 

Housing 

Transportation 

Community 

Business 

Cultural 

Elderly 

Immigration 

Religion 

Technology 

National Security 

Minority Issues 

Women’s Issues 

Employment 

Business & Industry 

 

 

Programs 

Title Program Date Time Duration Narrative Description 
Dell Children’s 

RSV 

KXAN 

News 

01/02/2019 10PM 1 minute 22 seconds Public Health officials are warning of a 

contagious virus making its way through 

homes and hospitals across Central Texas. The 

CDC has issued a strict warning for families to 

be on the look out for Respiratory Syncytial 

Virus, better known as RSV. It is a highly 

contagious and easily transferred virus. 

Symptoms inclue runny nose, decrease in 

appetite, coughing, sneezing, a fever and 

wheezing. 
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32yr old in High 

School 

KXAN 

News 

01/05/2019 10PM 1 minute 29 seconds Cairo Durham school district superintendent 

Anthony Taibi says 32 year old Michaelann 

Goodrigh came in to rregister for classes on 

December 19
th
. Administrators immediately 

felt something was off. She could've gone in 

numerous different ways to obtain a degree 

and we actually found out through the 

investigation and that she has a high school 

diploma. So that just leads to our investigation 

to try to figure out what exactly her motive 

was for attending school.But Taibi says under 

the Mckinney Vento Act, the district had to 

admit Goodrich immediately because she 

claimed to be homeless. She did attend school 

for one day and rode the school bus to and 

from school but was absent on the 21
st
 and the 

holiday break began the following week. 

Goodrich was arrested on the 28
th
 and charged 

with offering a false instrument for filing, 

falfisying business records, and criminal 

trespassing. 

Temple Missing 

Friends 

KXAN 

News 

01/07/2019 10PM 1 minute 35 seconds The search continues tonight for a man and 

woman from Temple who disappeared Friday. 

Their car was found this weekend in East 

Austin. Family members of the two friends say 

they have reason to believe foul play is 

involved in their disappearance. Austin police 

confirm it is working with Temple PD as they 

continue their investigation but little else is 

being made public.  
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Bastrop Suspicious 

Person 

KXAN 

News 

01/09/2019 10 PM 1 minute 20 seconds A vulnerable neighborhood targeted and 

attacked. Bastrop Police say a man going door 

to door offering prayers  managed to get inside 

a woman's home and almost rape her. The 

suspect knocked on many doors trying to ask 

people if he could come in and pray with them. 

Being a close-knit community of seniors, that’s 

not too uncommon. Police say the suspect was 

turned away by many but he came back and 

found a unit with an unlocked door. There he 

attacked a woman, according to neighbors, 

using items in her own home. The suspect 

broke a crystal punchbowl over her head but 

she was able to run out inro the courtyard 

where neightbors helped her. The suspect has 

not been caught and police have released very 

little information about the suspect. 

Overton Funeral KXAN 

News 

01/12/2019 10 PM 1 minute 10 seconds So many people loved and appreciated Richard 

Overton His memorial service will be at 

Shoreline Church to remember a man who 

touched Austin, all of Texas, and the whole 

country. Overton was in his mid to late 30s 

when he served in the US Army. He was in the 

south Pacific during World War 2,  and he 

when he was done he moved to Austin and 

built his home. He lived in that same spot in 

east Austin right up until his death in late 

December. President Obama invited him to 

Washington in 2013.I met Mr. Overton on his 

112th birthday last May, and that photo of him 

with the president,  that memory, that was still 

a favorite of his. The country knew him as the 

oldest living man and oldest living veteran, and 

people raised hundreds of thousands of dollars 

to pay for his round-the-clock care.  
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100K Teacher 

Salary 

KXAN 

News 

01/14/2019 10 PM 1 minute 30 seconds To help more teachers make ends meet, and 

then some, the Texas Commission on Public 

Finance is suggesting a big raise…salaries of 

up to $100,000 for top teachers working at 

challenged campuses. It’s an issue Governor 

Greg Abbott called a top priority at a press 

conference last week. Under the proposal the 

state would create a fund to eventually offer 

Texas districts up to a billion dollars in 

additional salary funds to pay teachers. 

Education Austin President Ken Zarafis says 

the proposal doesn't go far enough. Currently 

teachers in Texas make an average of less than 

$54,000. 

Temple Friends 

Killed 

KXAN 

News 

01/16/2019 10 PM 1 minute 45 seconds It all began on January 4
th
 when Jenna Scott 

and Michael Swearingin were first reported 

missing. The two long time friends from 

Temple Texas vanished without a trace. Their 

abandoned car was found a day later in East 

Austin. Through our investigative reporting we 

discovered Scott’s exboyfriend, Cedric Marks, 

had repeatedly abused her. Marks told her once 

that he killed on person and successfully 

covered it up and would do it again.  Shortly 

after authorities located two bodies believed to 

be Scott and Swearingin in rural Oklahoma, we 

discovered another of Mark’s exgirlfriends, 

April Pease, has been missing since 2009. 

Mark’s wife has been arrested for allowing 

Marks into her home as a fugitive and their 

friend Maya Maxwell admitted to detectives 

that she helped abandon Swearingins car in 

East Austin in hopes of concealing it from 

police.  
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Guns at City Hall KXAN 

News 

01/18/2019 10 PM 1 minute 5 seconds If you're a gun owner with a license to carry, 

you can now take your handgun into Austin 

City Hall. A district court judge sided with a 

local gun owner saying the city was breaking 

state law by banning firearms inside the 

building. The city says there are still times 

legally armed gun owners cannot take their 

gun in. If municipal court is in session, voting 

is happening and it's a polling place - or when 

council meetings and educational meetings are 

in session. Gun rights advocates say state law 

should be followed. Ed Scruggs with Texas 

Gun Sense told us the ruling raises more 

questions than answers. The city has not said 

yet if it'll appeal the ruling, but Attorney 

General Ken Paxton said if an appeal is filed. 

"my office will continue to strongly defend the 

right of law-abiding Texans to keep and bear 

arms in accordance with our handgun laws." 

School Choice 

Week 

KXAN 

News 

01/21/2019 10 PM 1 minute 20 seconds Emily Sass will be one of hundreds in front of 

the capitol wearing yellow scarves. She is an 

education policy anaylist and says school 

choice is not just one thought, but a spectrum 

of ideas.  She hopes lawmakers streamline the 

application for Charter schools and help fund 

and encourage online or virtual classes.  

Flu Case Increase KXAN 

News 

01/23/2019 10 PM 1 minute 20 seconds Dr. Christopher Chang, a doctor at Austin 

Regional Clinic, says flu cases tend to spike in 

January. Austin’s Health Director tells us data 

he is getting from other hospitals and medical 

providers also indicate flu activity is on the 

rise. He says it is time to take all precautions; 

cover your coughs, stay home if you’re sick, 

and wash your hands gain and again. 
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Texas Illegal Voting KXAN 

News 

01/25/2019 10 PM 1 minute 15 seconds The Secretary of State tells me this list is not 

undocumented immigrants voting. This is 

documented immigrants voting. They weren't 

citizens at the time which makes casting a 

ballot a felony. This is how it would happen in 

real life: A non-citizen has legal status and gets 

a driver’s license then presents that when they 

vote and the county worker allows them to 

vote. So why such a large number at 95,000? 

The Texas Department of Public Safety 

compiled this list after they switched to a new 

"REAL-ID" system - with new security 

features for verification. They went back to 

update the state list on who is an eligible voter. 

Some groups like the Texas Civil Rights 

Project say this news today is "alarming" and 

echoes efforts around the country to remove 

eligible voters from the polls. In short, they 

just don't trust the list is accurate with 50,000 

people becoming citizens in Texas every year. 

I asked the Secretary of State's Office how 

much confidence we should have in this list. 

Sam TayloR, Texas Secretary of State's Office 

- “We're very confident. That's why it took so 

long for us to drill down the data and whittle 

any erroneous matches to make sure we're 

dealing with current not-US citizens that are on 

DPS's list.” 

Anderson Student 

Stabbing 

KXAN 

News 

01/28/2019 10 PM 1 miute 15 seconds Two eighth graders, 13 and 15 years old, are in 

police custody accused of stabbing  an 18 year 

old to death in Northwest Austin. This is a case 

that involves students at two different schools. 

The victim, Carson Smith, an Anderson High 

student. We know the suspects were 

Murchison Middle School students at some 

point this year. The Smith family has decided 

to donate his organs to those who may need 

them.  
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Terry Miles KXAN 

News 

01/30/2019 10 PM 1 minute 10 seconds Today a teenager who was allegedly kidnapped 

from her Round Rock home gave new details 

about the night she and her younger sister were 

taken. Her mother was killed that night. The 

bombshell in court she told a jury she thinks 

Terry Miles killed her mother. Prosecutors say 

the girl was 14 when Miles kidnapped her and 

her sister. They were found days later in 

Colorado. Today the teenager took the witness 

stand and testified that Miles physically and 

sexually abused her. On the night her mother 

was killed she says she heard Miles and Bates 

arguing after he told her mom that the teenager 

wanted to marry him. She says she saw Miles 

hit her mom. She took her sister and hid in a 

closet. She told the jury Miles found them- and 

told her he had quote "done something bad" 

and they had to leave. She says Miles had 

blood on his face and her mother was on her 

back bleeding. She told her sister they were 

going camping and they left for Colorado. 

Miles has been named a "person of interest" in 

Bates' murder but has not been charged with 

that crime. The defense cross-examined the 

teenager this afternoon claiming she has 

previously described Miles as her "protector." 
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Scooter Rider Death KXAN 

News 

02/04/2019 10 PM 1  minute 20 seconds The Lime scooter rider who died after being 

struck by a car was 21 year old Mark Sands. 

UT confirms he was a student of theirs and that 

he was an exchange student from Ireland. 

Austin Police are still investigating but their 

initial information shows Sands was going the 

wrong way on the I-35 service road when an 

Uber driver hit him. The driver remained on 

scene and is cooperating. Public Safety 

Commissioner Ed Scruggs says this crash 

highlights an urgent need for streamlined data 

about electric vehicles. He says the longer we 

wait for this data and don’t deal with it, the 

problem is going to get more intense. 

Murchison Principal KXAN 

News 

02/06/2019 10 PM 1 minute 25 seconds What had been an already rocky school year 

took a dark turn last week when Austin police 

arrested two Murchison Middle School 

students. Now principal Brad Clark is 

resigning. In a letter home to parents Clark 

writes "Given the most recent challenges with 

which we have been faced as a learning 

community, I have decided to step down 

"adding he hopes "a new leader can bring 

healing to our campus."  The announcement 

stunned Murchison families. Letters sent home 

to parents this year obtained by KXAN show 

one problem after another among them: 

students arranging fights on social media, 

students snorting candy powder, a student 

falling from a second story balcony, and the 

students that were charged with the murder of 

Anderson High School student Carson Smith. 
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AISD Sex 

Education 

KXAN 

News 

02/12/2019 10 PM 1 minute 30 seconds For Stuart Sullivan, the job of raising his middle 

schoolers to have healthy relationships is both a 

priority, and at times a little awkward. ”It’s 

uncomfortable and it's important to talk about the 

uncomfortable issues or else they become really 

unresolved.” Starting next year Austin ISD plans 

to amplify its role in shaping those decisions. 

Additions to the curriculum include learning 

about male and female reproductive anatomy in 

3rd grade, sexual orientation along with sexual 

abuse and harassment in 5th grade, learn about 

gender identities, gender expressions in 6th 

grade, and learn how to use a condom in 7th 

grade. Melissa Carnagey teaches Sex Ed for the 

women's health nonprofit Engenderhealth and 

applauds AISD's progressive curriculum plans. 

“It's just so important. “If we want to really 

decrease the incidents of sexual assaults or 

consent violations, and we want to create 

healthier outcomes, we have to move in a 

comprehensive direction.” However some like 

Caryl Ayala, the director of Concerned Parents of 

Texas says it goes too far. “It's not appropriate to 

push beliefs and behaviors and values that are 

best taught by parents at home.” Parents do have 

the option to opt out. In the Sullivan family the 

curriculum is seen as a valuable tool to help fill 

in what the kids don't learn at home. “I think 

most people if not everyone should talk and 

address and learn about it.” 



Quarterly Issues and Program List 

10 
 

Austin Stabbings KXAN 

News 

02/15/2019 10 PM 7 minutes 25 seconds Austin’s reputation as one of the safest big 

cities in the US is being challenged by the 

frequency of violent aggravated assaults.  

We’ve already had two homicides this year 

and neither involved a gun. An Anderson high 

school senior bled out in the street. A North 

Austin man attacked outside his apartment. 

Both men stabbed to death. Every year 

hundreds of people in the Austin area are 

threatened or stabbed with a knife or sharp 

object. KXAN Investigator Brittany Glas 

wanted to know if this kind of crime is 

becoming a trend in the city but Austin Police 

could not give a definitative answer.  

Mothers Erased KXAN 

News 

02/18/2019 10PM 10 minutes Across Texas, women are dting after 

childbirth. Many others barely survive. The 

recent numbers in a report were staggering. It 

showed a drastic increase, 147 deaths in a 

single year, a record high for Texas. That 

startling statistic forced the Texas Health and 

Human Services Commission to react.  So the 

state agency created a new way to look at the 

numbers and found, they weren't that high 

leaving only 56 women on the list. We wanted 

to know what happened to the mothers erased 

from the list. Don't their deaths matter and are 

the numbers truly getting better? Couldn't their 

stories still help future mothers from becoming 

statistics, too? Representative Thierry wants 

that registry to include mothers the state has 

removed from its official list. Broader statistics 

could highlight the severity of maternal deaths, 

perhaps setting a new standard beyond Texas, 

and prompting more awareness and training. 
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Med Examiner 

Organ Harvest 

KXAN 

News 

02/20/2019 10 PM 1 minute A former Travis County medical examiner, 

that a local judge claimed showed "disgusting" 

behavior, is now facing a lawsuit in Lubbock. 

You might remember Dr. Sam Andrews. In 

2017, he admitted to changing his findings on 

certain parts of an autopsy on a murder case, as 

the case was on trial. The flip caused the judge 

to rip into Dr. Andrews and ultimately disallow 

his testimony in the case. We learned a lawsuit 

was filed yesterday in Andrews' new home of 

Lubbock. He and a colleague are accused of 

harvesting organs from the body of a little girl 

during an autopsy, without the families' 

consent. Andrews is also accused of allowing a 

doctor, unlicensed in Texas, to perform 

autopsies. Dr. Andrews has denied any 

wrongdoing. Travis County tells us Dr. 

Andrews left to take the Lubbock Chief 

Medical Examiner's job permanently last 

October. The county confirms he submitted a 

resignation letter. According to our sister 

station in Lubbock, he was already working on 

an interim basis in Lubbock, while still 

employed at Travis County. 

Rape Kit Results KXAN 

News 

02/22/2019 10 PM 1 minute 5 seconds APD could re-start investigating a number of 

rape cases that were chelved for years. Once 

the police department finally tested its massive 

backlog of rape kits, more than 900 of them 

yielded positive DNA results. Now that DNA 

will be run against suspects” DNA and also 

through CODIS, the FBI’s national DNA 

database. From there victims will be contacted 

if detectives believe there is enough to move 

forward with revisiting the case. Detectives say 

they will still prioritize all of these older cases 

up against current cases. APD’s Cold Case 

Unit has set up a hotline where sex assault 

victims can call and get the status of their case. 

Victims can also email detectives. 
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Rainey St Drugging KXAN 

News 

02/26/2019 10 PM 1 minute 35 seconds A woman told Austin police she got drugged 

while out on Rainey Street on February 17
th
. 

You canhear her screams in the 911 call. Her 

boyfriend tod 911 “she can’t move. We took 

an Under from downtown and she cant move 

anything.” First responders took her to Dell 

Seton ER. Dr Hemali Patel says she cannot 

comment on this specific case but she can say 

that theres been a trend lately of seeing 

individuals that have atypical or unusual issues 

that don’t correlate with alcohol symptoms 

alone. These patients she says, come from bars 

downtown, several of them from Rainey. There 

is a big range of symptoms from being sedated 

to really agitated. But when they take an initial 

drug test, it comes back normal. A lot of these 

substances are not always detected on out 

typical urine drug screen, and because of the 

use of significant materials she thinks these 

people may be drugged. 
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Minors and online 

Ecigs 

KXAN 

News 

03/04/2019 10 PM 1 minute 33 seconds When Karen York caught her granddaughter 

vaping this e-cigarette in her bedroom... she 

was blindsided. “I was stunned, at first I was 

like, no that's not what I thought it was.” The 

13-year lives with her grandma in Cedar Park 

and told her she got it at school. Days later this 

showed up in the mail purchased 

online…Mango flavored vape juice. According 

to the CDC, a pod from e-cigarette maker Juul, 

contains as much nicotine as a pack of 20 

cigarettes. Dr. Steven Kelder - UT Professor 

“The question is when that kid is offered that 

e-cigarette at a party, what are they going to 

say.” Doctor Steven Kelder is a leading 

researcher on e-cigarettes and helped develop 

curriculum on their impact. It's now in more 

than 850 schools.  “Not only are kids trying 

nicotine, they're getting the heaviest dose, 

which means they're likely to become addicted 

to nicotine.” To address sales to minors a new 

bill in the state legislature seeks to place the 

same regulations and permitting requirements 

on e-cigarettes as traditional tobacco products. 

Nathan Johnson – Lawmaker, “Vendors will 

have an incentive not to sell them to minors, 

otherwise their license gets revoked. Grownups 

make your own decisions, kids I don't want 

you having access to nicotine delivery devices 

and becoming a nicotine addict for life.”  It's a 

plan York supports wholeheartedly. “I am 

angry, and I am frustrated, and I want laws to 

be changed so this cannot happen.” Eager for 

action as this growing problem hits too close to 

home. 
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DOJ Elderly Fraud KXAN 

News 

03/07/2019 10 PM 1 minute 30 seconds Elder fraud is a massive and growing problem 

accordning to US Attorney General William 

Barr. “And it’s despicable because the people 

involved are vulnerable and becvause of their 

stage in life they don’t have the opportunity to 

recover.” Scams targeting seniors are so wide 

spread that William Webster, a former FBI and 

CIA director, and his wife Lydia were targeted. 

Scammers called the Websters claiming they 

had won the lottery but needed to pay 50 

thousand dollars in taxes first and they 

wouldn’t take no for an answer. “When I got 

on the phone he basically said that he was 

going to kill me.”  The Websters got the FBI 

involved. The DOJ says its working hard to 

stop these criminals, announcing a crackdown.  

Officals want younger peole to keep an eye on 

seniors who may be victimized and seniots 

hould just hang up if they get unsolicited calls 

and everyone should report suspicious activity. 
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Rideshare Assault KXAN 

News 

03/11/2019 10 PM 1 minute 25 seconds After ending up at the Blind Pig two California 

men thought they ordered an Uber and got in 

to a black Chevy Tahoe. One of them says the 

driver called him by name, saying Uber for 

Drew. The driver then headed off the route. 

Police say when he parked four men 

approached and began to beat and rob them. 

Uber tells KXAN News the suspect 19 year old 

Devin Segura doesn't drive for them. “If you're 

with your friends and they're using your name 

repeatedly out loud, somebody could easily 

overhear that and say hey, go ahead and get in 

my vehicle.” With thousands flocking to South 

By Southwest Austin Police are warning 

people to be on guard. Something many Uber 

users admit... doesn't always happen. “Do you 

think about safety when you're riding? 

Honestly no, all I'm thinking about is getting to 

my destination on time.” This case is part of a 

series of crimes where the suspect uses the 

same technique to rob people who are 

unsuspecting. Police are reminding people to 

make sure your driver's name, car, and license 

plate match the information provided in the 

app. Destiny Silva - Austin Police Officer, “ 

It's okay too to send screenshots with the 

driver's information to the friend of the family 

member.” Police are urging people to use 

caution rather than blindly trusting whoever 

shows up. 
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Student Gun Protest KXAN 

News 

03/14/2019 10 PM 1 minute 31 seconds “No More Silence End Gun Violence” The 

students protest to show their frustration with 

law makers for not passing stricter gun 

legislation. For a second year students walked 

out of class and marched to the Capitol to 

protest lawmaker’s response to gun violence. 

Recently the House passed HR-8, a bill 

requiring universal background checks but 

there is doubt it will pass in the Senate.  

Students say more needs to be done. The 

continued pressure from students for action on 

gun violence has caught the attention of many 

lawmakers. Some democratic lawmakers 

acknowledged the students demands and 

introduced legislation to keep guns out of the 

classroom. 

Abortion Bill KXAN 

News 

03/18/2019 10 PM 1 minute 38 seconds Mireya Trevino studies public health at UT 

Austin. Sge says many students come to the 

East Austin Planned Parenthood for basic 

health services: STD tests, birth control, and 

cancer screenings. But this location is under 

scrutiny from state lawmakers because Planned 

Parenthood provides abortions as well and the 

city og Austin has leased the location since the 

70’s for $1 a year. Trevino joined city and 

county leaders to speak against a new proposal 

that would end that lease. Senate Bill 22 by 

New Braunfels Republican Donna Campbell 

would ban any government in Texas from 

contracting, leasing, or donating to an abortion 

provider other than a hospital or university. 

The bill is expected to pass the Republican 

dominated Senate Committee on State Affairs. 

Nicole Hudgens from Texas Values spoke in 

favor of the bill Monday because while the city 

of Austin supports organizations like Planned 

Parenthood she says many taxpayers do not. 

Lawmakers have until the end of May to move 

the bill through the entire legislative process. 
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Red Light Update KXAN 

News 

03/20/2019 10 PM 55 seconds An effort to ban red light cameras in the state 

of Texas - hit a curb today in the state capitol. 

A last-minute change to a proposed bill to ban 

more cameras would allow the ones that are 

already up to stay up until their contracts 

expire. Police departments and city leaders 

from across the state spoke in favor of keeping 

red light cameras. Representatives with APD 

told the panel the cameras provide additional 

eyes on the road when departments are short-

staffed. Critics spoke up as well. Don Dixon, 

San Antonio "There's no due process 

whatsoever here. So it has to be like it was in 

the old days that the police officer sees the 

incident. He can make a judgement and they 

can have a dialogue. And if he issues a ticket 

he issues a ticket to a person not a machine." 

This Senate bill will face off with the House 

version. It calls for the cameras to come down 

immediately and it has the governor's support. 
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APD Victim 

Services EMDR 

KXAN 

News 

03/22/2019 10 PM 1 minute 15 seconds Therapists are needed to learn a technique 

called Eye Movement Desensitization and 

Processing, better known as EMDR. This is 

something the exectuvie staff feels is 

worthwhile and very important. Dr. Christie 

Sprowl, a professional Psychologist says 

“What we do is we sit this machine in front of 

them and turn on the machine. It’s calibrated to 

their nervous system, so it can go faster or 

slower.” Dr. Sprowlsl will teach local 

counselors how to help victims of crimes like 

sexual assault, robbery, human trafficking, and 

homicide. “They are not able to do, to think, to 

behave, to feel in ways that they want in order 

to accomplish the things they want to in this 

world.” While thinking about a specific 

traumatic event, your eyes will follow a light 

while paddles simultaneously provide 

stimulants to the hands. The goal is to access 

the deepest parts of your brain to slowly and 

carefully eliminate the negative feelings 

associated to the hurt. Those counselors 

selected will learn a life saving tool that can 

help survivors work through pain so often 

mistaken as permanent. 
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ATCEMS Trail 

Safety 

KXAN 

News 

03/25/2019 10 PM 1 minute 20 seconds There are three highly specialized teams with a 

specific assignment: Access them anywhere 

they are, day or night and in any conditions, 

treat them and extract them. With the recent 

warm weather, special operations commander 

Craig Smith says hikers are out more than ever 

but emergency officials are finding out not 

everyone is ready for the challenge ahead of 

them. “They don't know what to look for, 

prepare themselves, they don't know what to 

tell people or how long they are going to be 

gone. And that sometimes creates an issue.” 

EMS and fire are urging people to bring water, 

wear proper shoes for long hikes, and use the 

buddy system. Only some of the people hiking 

on the greenbelt came prepared. "If you are 

going to a green space, know that it is just that. 

It's a natural area. its unimproved. There is 

going to be uneven terrain and the weather can 

turn in a moments notice."  
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LGX Innocence 

Project Rally 

KXAN 

News 

03/28/2019 10 PM 1 minute 5 seconds Today at the Capitol, dozens of Texans who 

spent years in prison for crimes they did not 

commit. It is the first ever Innocence Project of 

Texas advocacy day at the capitol. Exonerees 

asked lawmakers to support severeal bills to 

reform the state’s criminal justice system. 

Elizabeth Ramirez was declared innocent in 

2016 by the TexasCourt of Criminal Appeals. 

You may remember “The San Antonio 4”. A 

child who had accused Ramirez of sex abuse 

recanted her testimony as an adult. But it was 

advances in sexual-abuse forensic analysis that 

corroborated her story and lead to her 

exoneration. “In 1997 I got convicted of a 

crime that never happened - to me I feel I lost 

17 years of my life - and so did my friends and 

I feel that in the system, we need a voice and 

that voice is us now - to be able to help other 

people and make it aware that it does happen.” 

Among the 5 bills the Innocence Project of 

Texas wants passed; Senator John Whitmire's 

SB 1492. It would allow defense attorneys to 

be in the grand jury room while the accused is 

questioned. Right now that's not allowed. It 

would also require the state to present any 

exculpatory evidence it has to the grand jury. 

Right now, that's not required. 

 


