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KEYC-TV 

TV QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS REPORT PERIOD JULY 1 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2018 

ATTACHED ARE LISTINGS OF BROADCASTS OR BROADCAST SEGMENTS WHICH, IN THE STATION’S JUDGEMENT, REFLECT THE 

STATION’S MOST SIGNIFICANT TREATMENT OF ASCERTAINED COMMUNITY ISSUES DURING THE PERIOD JULY 1, 2018 

THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2018. 

PROGRAM INDEX: 

 PROGRAM:    DAY:    TIME: 

• KEYC News 12 This Morning  Monday-Friday   6:00-7:00AM 

• KEYC News 12 Midday   Monday-Friday   12:00-12:30PM 

• KEYC News 12 @ 5   Monday-Friday   5:00-5:30PM 

• KEYC News 12 @ 6   Monday-Saturday  6:00-6:30PM 

• KEYC News 12 @ 9   Monday-Sunday   9:00-9:30PM 

• KEYC News 12 @ 10   Monday-Sunday   10:00-10:30PM 

• Face the Nation    Sunday     9:30-10:30AM 

• 60 Minutes    Sunday    6:00-7:00PM 

• 48 Hours    Saturday   9:00-10:00PM 

“KEYC News 12” is a regularly scheduled half-hour newscast that is locally produced.  It has a mix of news, weather, sports, 

and community issue-related feature reports.  Duration of stories listed in this report range from 1 to 5 minutes. 

• CBS Evening News   Monday-Friday   5:30-6:00PM 

This is a CBS produced news program featuring news, information and perspectives on the daily events of the nation and the 

world.  The program also features special features on issues and concerns of the nation.  These special issue oriented reports 

are approximately three minutes long. 

• CBS Morning News   Monday-Friday   6:30-7:00AM 

• CBS This Morning   Monday-Friday   7:00-9:00AM 

• CBS This Morning   Saturday   6:00-8:00AM 

These CBS produced news programs features news, interviews, weather and information segments and feature reports on 

issues and concerns of the American Public.  The community issue segments usually are three to four minutes long. 

• CBS Sunday Morning   Sunday    8:00-9:30AM 

This CBS produced news magazine program focuses on three to four issues or entertainment oriented reports in each week’s 

program.  Many of these reports are interviews.  Each report averages ten to twelve minutes long. 

• 2018 Minnesota Gubernatorial Forum Saturday, July 28, 2018  1:00-2:30PM 

This public access produced program was a 90 minute debate between democratic gubernatorial candidates Tim Walz and 

Erin Murphy as well as republican Jeff Johnson.  This debate was moderated by KEYC News 12 General Manager Marvin 

Rhodes and was co-hosted by the Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities, the Greater Minnesota Partnership and Greater 

Mankato Growth. 

 



 

Issues/Programs List 

KEYC-TV, Mankato, Minnesota 

2018 – Q3 

 

Community Issues: 

1. Politics 

2. Weather & Its Impacts 

3. Local Economic Growth 

4. Transportation  

 

POLITICS:   

The summer of 2018 was busy with candidates make campaign stops around the region ahead of the August 

14 Minnesota primary.   One of those candidates, republican Andrew Candler, is running for Minnesota’s first 

congressional district.  Candler stopped by our studios to introduce himself to voters on July 3.  Democratic 

Gubernatorial candidate Erin Murphy stopped in Mankato on July 11.  She made her visit at a local coffee shop 

to talk about her plan for healthcare.  Jeff Johnson, a republican candidate for governor, stopped in Mankato 

on July 16 to talk about one of his big platforms: reducing the size of state government.  On July 18, KEYC 

News 12 viewers got to hear from attorney general candidate on the democratic side Debra Hilstrom.  She told 

viewers that she would work to help consumers harmed by scammers as well as focus on the opioid epidemic.   

In between candidate campaign stops and visits to the station, KEYC News 12 told viewers about upcoming 

voter registration and early voting deadlines for the upcoming primary.  

On July 26, the Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities, the Greater Minnesota Partnership and Greater 

Mankato Growth co-sponsored a gubernatorial debate between Democrats Tim Walz and Erin Murphy and 

Republican Jeff Johnson.  Democratic candidate Lori Swanson was scheduled to appear but did not due to a 

family emergency.  Republican candidate Tim Pawlenty declined an invitation.  KEYC News 12 General 

Manager Marvin Rhodes was invited to be the moderator of the debate.  KEYC News 12 provided moments of 

the debate on our newscasts that night as well as the next day.  KEYC News 12 also rebroadcast the entire 90 

minute debate the following Saturday afternoon. 

On July 31, KEYC News 12 showed viewers some new technology they would see on Primary Day at the polls.  

Blue Earth County elections officials say the new technology will make the voting process smoother for voters. 



On top of big state races, there are several county and city races on the ballot in November.  On July 31, KEYC 

News 12 covered the Blue Earth County District Commissioners race, where three candidates are vying for the 

seat.  

As the calendar turned to August, campaign finance reports showed republican Tim Pawlenty and democrat 

Tim Walz leading their challengers when it comes to fundraising.   

From August 6 to 10, KEYC News 12 featured a series of candidate profiles with the five individuals running to 

be Minnesota’s next governor.  Each candidate was posed the same question, why they want to be 

Minnesota’s next governor, what they would do for southern Minnesota and what they see as the biggest 

challenge in the years ahead.  Each of the full sit down interviews was also feature on our website. 

On August 7, republican attorney general candidate Doug Wardlow stopped by the studio.  He talked about 

why he wants to be attorney general: to follow the law, not turn to job into a political office. 

An annual event held in southern Minnesota draws thousands of farmers and those in agribusiness to 

Redwood County.  During big election years, Farmfest draws in candidates to meet with the voters and to also 

host candidate forums.  On August 7, the five candidates running for the open senate seat vacated by Al 

Franken’s resignation.  Appointed Senator Tina Smith, as well as democratic challengers Richard Painter and 

Nick Leonard and republican challengers Karin Housley and Bob Anderson talked about tariffs, health care, 

broadband internet and mental health of farmers.  The candidates running for congress in Minnesota also 

participated in a forum.  KEYC News 12 focused on those running to represent the first congressional district, 

democrat Dan Feehan and republicans Jim Hagedorn and Carla Nelson. 

On August 8, a candidate forum was held by Greater Mankato Growth to focus on those running for city office 

in Mankato.  Current mayor Eric Anderson is not seeking re-elections and the four candidates looking to 

replace him participated in a forum.  Najwa Massad, Bukata Hayes, Honey Berg and Toby Leonard shared what 

they thought are the biggest issues facing Mankato.  

Also on the 8th, Senator Amy Klobuchar stopped in Mankato to host a roundtable discussion with local officials 

on drug abuse.   

The five top candidates to be Minnesota’s next chief executive were also at Farmfest on August 8th.  The 

candidates talked about taxes on farm land and state support of rural schools and communities. 

On August 9, the candidates vying for Minnesota’s senate seat up for its regular election cycle participated in a 

forum at Farmfest.  Republican challengers Jim Newberger and Rae Hart Anderson held a forum with 

democratic senator Amy Klobuchar.  They talked about the farm bill, immigration, education and the estate 

tax. 

On the day before the primary, candidates were making final campaign stops around the state, including in 

Mankato.  Republican gubernatorial candidate Tim Pawlenty made a stop at Minnesota Soybean to make a 

last minute pitch to farmers.  Pawlenty’s challenger, Jeff Johnson, also made a Mankato area campaign stop 

on the day before the primary.  



As voters were preparing to head to the polls, one of the democratic candidates vying to be Minnesota’s next 

attorney general was facing allegations of domestic violence. 

Also on the primary ballot was a school referendum for voters in the Cleveland school district.  The district 

plans to use the funding for major building repairs as well as improved classroom space. 

Voter turnout was strong for the August 14 Primary, with voters showing up strong to the polls throughout the 

day.  As results came in through the evening, KEYC News 12 provided updates via a ticker on the bottom of the 

TV screen as well as during our 9 & 10 PM newscasts.  Republican Jeff Johnson solidly beat out challenger Tim 

Pawlenty in the race for governor.  Tim Walz beat his two challengers on the democratic side, endorsed 

candidate Erin Murphy and current attorney general Lori Swanson.  Democrat Dan Feehan and Republican Jim 

Hagedorn move to the November ballot for the first congressional district.  Tina Smith will face Karin Housely 

in the special senate election, with Amy Klobuchar facing a challenge from Jim Newberger for the regular 

senate seat.  And Najwa Masaad and Bukata Hayes are the finalists for the Mankato mayoral race.  This is the 

first time a non-white male will be the mayor of Mankato.  Following a close vote, the Cleveland schools 

referendum was passed by voters. 

Voter turnout for the August 14 primary was around 22%, the highest in more than 20 years according to the 

secretary of state. 

Following the primary, there was a brief break in political talk while local officials geared up for the next 

election.  On August 30, KEYC News 12 spoke with Blue Earth County officials about their new adopt-a-precinct 

program.  This program encourages businesses and groups to host or adopt a precinct and have their 

employees work as poll workers on Election Day.   

As the calendar flipped to September, candidates started to make campaign stops again.  Congressional 

democratic candidate Dan Feehan toured the Lake Crystal biofuel plant to talk about the importance of 

biofuels. 

On September 10, senate candidate Tina Smith and congressional candidate Dan Feehan make a campaign 

stop at Minnesota State University Mankato.  They spoke with students about lowering the cost of tuition as 

well as reducing the burden of student loan debt. 

Just over a month after the August primary, September 21 marks the first day that Minnesotans can vote early 

in the November general election.  The state has a law that allows no-excuse absentee voting ahead of the 

election.  Local election officials told KEYC News 12 early voting makes it easier and more convenient for some 

people to vote and also added that those that do vote early can change their ballot up until 7 days before the 

election. 

On September 26, local forums resumed for local candidates.  KEYC News 12 featured the two candidates 

running for North Mankato’s mayoral race, incumbent Mark Dehen and challenger Lucy Lowry.  On the 27th, 

KEYC News 12 featured the forum being held by those running to be Nicollet County Attorney.  Incumbent 

Michelle Zehnder Fischer and challenger Elizabeth Levine took part in the forum. 

The summer of 2018 featured a lot of attention on local and state politics, but there was also National politics 

making headings, including finding a replacement for Supreme Court Justice Anthony Kennedy.  President 



Trump announced on the evening of July 9 that he was nominating Judge Brett Kavanaugh to the bench.  

Though the summer there were accusations that came to light of sexual assault by the judge.  KEYC News 12 

provided regular updates of the nomination hearings as well as coverage by CBS News of hearings on 

September 27.     

WEATHER & ITS IMPACTS:   

Politics wasn’t the only news earning headline in the summer of 2018.  Rounds of showers and thunderstorms 

packed strong winds, tornadoes and flooding.  Heavy rain from late June into July continued to cause flooding 

across southern Minnesota.  On July 5, rising waters caused the evacuation of an apartment building in 

Springfield.  The Red Cross helped residents find temporary shelter.   

Local officials in Windom projected a record flood level on July 6.  That caused them to issue a call for 

volunteers to help sandbag.  KEYC News 12 showed how the city was preparing for the rising water and 

helping residents protect their property.  The flooding across the region brought Governor Mark Dayton and 

Senator Tina Smith to southwestern Minnesota, including the Slayton area.  Days later, the governor was 

touring Jackson as waters on the Des Moines River rose.  The governor was touring the region ahead of 

requesting a presidential disaster declaration.   

Every time the Minnesota River floods, the city of Henderson gets cut off from nearly every road into town.  

On July 9, KEYC News 12 visited with residents as they dealt with another rise on the river, causing travel 

headaches. 

 KEYC News 12 also caught up with Senator Amy Klobuchar and Representative Tim Walz as they toured the 

flooding and damage in New Ulm and Windom on July 9.  They learned about flood mitigation efforts and 

what can be done to help prevent further problems. 

The rising waters on the Watonwan River caused the city of Madelia to move their town festival.  On July 10, 

KEYC News 12 spoke with organizers about the move and what they were doing to keep the fun going. 

As the waters receded, KEYC News 12 helped local cities put out the call for volunteers to clean-up.  The 

waters also closed many roads and as they opened back up, KEYC News 12 provided timely updates. 

By late July, FEMA began touring the area following severe weather and flooding.  They were meeting with 

local officials about public and private damage to determine if federal funds would be available to help cover 

the costs to repairs and clean-up.   

By early August, the governor asked the President to declare a federal disaster as 36 of the state’s 87 counties 

have seen damage from the summer storms and flooding. 

September brought another round of severe storms and flooding to southern Minnesota.   In Waseca, the 

flooding got so bad that city officials had to bypass the sewage treatment plant into Clear Lake to avoid sewer 

backup into residential basements.   

On September 20, a late season tornado outbreak hit southern Minnesota.  It was eventually determined that 

15 tornadoes hit the region that day.  KEYC News 12 provided live coverage as the tornadoes were on the 

ground in the evening of September 20.  That night and in the days following, KEYC News 12 covered damage 



in Ceylon, Granada, Waterville, Janesville, Morristown, Waseca, Easton and Fairmont, plus more road closures 

due to rising river levels.   

KEYC News 12 spoke to one resident in Granada who lost their entire home in the tornado.  KEYC News 12 also 

spoke to another resident in Janesville who also lost his home and was facing a tough road ahead because he 

does not have insurance.  Students in the Granada-Huntley-East Chain school district did not have school for 2 

days following the storms.  The school received some damage in the tornado and the town needed time to 

clean-up following the September 20 twister. 

LOCAL ECONOMIC GROWTH: 

The greater Mankato area continues to be one of the fastest growing regions in the state of Minnesota, with 

year over year job growth and low unemployment.  One area of the economy that is growing are small 

businesses.  A new center opened in Mankato on July 2 to help small business owners and entrepreneurs grow 

their business and to collaborate with each other.   

The state awarded funding to a trio of local cities to improve infrastructure.  On July 11, KEYC News 12 visited 

with St. James city officials about how they will use a $660,000 grant to rehabilitate commercial buildings and 

public infrastructure.  

By late July, the June jobs report was released by the Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic 

Development.  In June, the Mankato area added over 2500 jobs in the past year.  Mankato led the state’s 

metro areas in June 2018 with job growth, a trend that seems to continue on a monthly basis.   

Late in 2017, the Quad Graphics plant in Waseca closed, displacing over 350 workers.  In July, a local group of 

investors came together to buy the empty plant and are working to find new tenants to fill the space and bring 

the jobs back to the community.   

In mid-August, the Hy-Vee grocery chain announced it would be closing its store in Waseca at the end of 

September after failing to negotiations with their landlord.  The company said they would work to find 

positions for the 136 full and part time workers at other locations.  The store opened in Waseca in 1988.  KEYC 

News 12 spoke with city officials about the loss of the store and showed what steps they were taking to find a 

replacement.  Before Hy-Vee could close its doors, it was announced that a new company would be re-

opening in the Hy-Vee location by the middle of October. 

The good news continued to come in for the Mankato area as the July jobs reported showed the region 

reached a 20 year high for job growth.  KEYC News 12 spoke with Greater Mankato Growth, the regions 

chamber of commerce entity, about why the region continues to be a draw to job seekers. 

Those looking for seasonal work got some good news at the end of August when local company Fun.com 

announced they are looking to hire 2,000 people for the Halloween season.  Fun.com is an online retailer for 

Halloween and other costumes. 

The good job news continued into September when the August jobs report was out.  KEYC News 12 told 

viewers about the latest report showing that the Mankato area again had high job growth year-over-year at 



4.3%, more than double of that of the Twin Cities metro area.  The state’s unemployment rate also fell to the 

lowest level since 1999 at 2.9%.  

TRANSPORTATION:   

Weather was a dominating factor on road projects around the region as they got a late start due to the 

prolonged winter.  As the calendar turned to summer, heavy rain, flooding and severe storms caused some 

projects to be delayed. 

One unexpected project was a mudslide that caused the closure of Minnesota Highway 68 between New Ulm 

and Mankato.  A hillside along the road washed out due to heavy rain.  The road was closed for 4 days while 

crews cleaned up the road, inspected it and stabilized the hillside. 

Construction began in early July on a new roundabout north of Sleepy Eye.  On July 9, KEYC News 12 told 

viewers why transportation officials deemed the project necessary at the dangerous intersection.  The 

roadway has seen a number of fatal crashes and officials say this safety improvement will help. 

A major disruption to traffic in the Mankato area began in July with repaving of the roadway and off/on ramps 

along US Highway 14 through Mankato and North Mankato.  This two month project tied up traffic, especially 

in the morning and evening commutes.  KEYC News 12 told viewers about alternate routes to help avoid 

delays. 

On top of the Highway 14 project in the Mankato area, crews also began work in July on Highway 169 where it 

meets highway 14.  This project will not only resurface the road but also will meet new FEMA flood standards 

as the roadway was prone to flooding in times of extreme high water.  Officials told KEYC News 12 that if the 

project did not proceed, numerous residents would have to purchase expensive flood insurance to protect 

their property. 

Due to the summer heavy rain, the department of transportation had to pause some projects and work to 

make sure underground drainage wasn’t damaged or compromised by the excessive rainfall.  They gave KEYC 

News 12 a look inside the inspection process on July 24. 

The city of Mankato also had road projects get underway in late July.  The annual sealcoating process began 

on residential streets.  This project helps prolong the pavement.  The city also began constructing a new 

roundabout in Mankato’s busy hilltop commercial district.  The city says the roundabout will help reduce 

crashes and improve traffic flow in the busy district.  Into August, the city also began a series of repair projects 

on other main roads in the city’s commerce area, causing some odd detours for consumers. 

The city of New Ulm is seeing a major state road construction project take place, taking one of the major 

routes into the city offline.  On August 2, the department of transportation gave KEYC News 12 a look at the 

status of the project which replaces a pair of old bridges and improves safety at intersections.  This project did 

suffer a setback in August as the wrong size bridge beams were placed.  The project was quickly back on track 

within a few days. 



The summer rainy weather did delay another major project in the region, the 4-lane expansion of Highway 60 

between Windom and Mountain Lake.  This is the final stretch of this highway to be upgraded.  The project 

was originally scheduled to end in October but has been delayed until December. 

Residents of Sleepy Eye have been dealing with roadwork for the past couple of summers as construction 

projects have caused travel headaches.  On August 24, KEYC News 12 got an update on the project and 

featured some new technology the DOT brought to southern Minnesota.  The Rectangular Rapid Flashing 

Beacon is a flashing crosswalk system that can be activated by anyone crossing the street so pedestrians can 

have an easier time crossing the highway.   

Another project that has been a two year process is the rehabilitation of old US Highway 14 through Waseca.  

The department of transportation turned the road over to local officials after the completion of the new 4-

lane road.  Before the city and county take it over, the DOT rebuilds the roadway.   On top of the roadway 

being re-built, the city is redoing many utilities under the road.  The project is expected to fully wrap up in May 

2019. 

Over the past few years, the department of transportation has been raising the speed limit on some two lane 

highways from 55 to 60 mph.   The DOT has been studying the speed limit since 2014.  They look at crash 

history, physical attributes of the road and what speed drivers are already going.  On September 27, KEYC 

News 12 told viewers about the additional roadways in southern Minnesota that will have 60 mph speed limit 

once the signs are posted. 

 

 

 

 

 


