
KMMS AM – AM 1450 and KPRK AM – 1340 AM (full simulcast), 2021 Q4 
Quarterly Issues Program List, October 1, 2021 through December 31, 2021

The stations have identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community in this 
quarter.

Section 1 – Issues:

1. Education – Concern regarding the politicizing of school boards, new curriculums and the impact 
on the education of local students.

2. Labor and Supply Chain Shortages – Concern regarding the lack of available workers for 
government services and agriculture and its impact on the local economy. Also concern 
regarding supply chain issues and its impact on local businesses.

3. Pandemic – Concern over the COVID-19 pandemic and the impact on the local economies of 
federal mandates. Also concern for the health and safety of residents. Information needed on 
vaccinations, boosters and other COBID protections. 

4. Military Veterans – Concern about services available for local veterans dealing with 
homelessness and health issues from their service. Information needed on what services are 
available, cost and how to access specific programs to benefit former service members in the 
community. 

5. Legalized Recreational Marijuana – Concern about changes due to the recent legalization of 
recreational marijuana in the state. Information needed on laws and restrictions on recreational 
marijuana and details on potential community and individual issues caused by the new 
marijuana usage laws. Also, information needed on the economic impact to communities and 
the state.

6. Climate Change and Wildfires – Concern regarding the increased frequency of wildfires and a 
longer wildfire season due to climate change and drought. Concern about personal safety and 
protection of property, agricultural production and livestock in local wildfire areas.

Section 2 – Responsive Programs:
The stations have broadcast programming dealing with each of the above referenced issues.  
Programming dealing with each issue is set out below.

1. EDUCATION 

Montana Talks, October 5, 2021, 8:07AM, duration 10 minutes.  
Discussion with Montana Superintendent of Public Instruction, Elsie Arntzen regarding her letter to 
Montana school boards. Discussed the National School Board Association and their labeling of parents 
as “domestic terrorists”. Talked about parental rights and the best interests for local and statewide 
students.



Montana Talks, November 3, 2021, 9:13AM, duration 15 minutes. 
Interview with Montana School Board representative Lance Melton. Discussed local school boards 
leaving the National School Board Association. Talked about lack of privacy protection for local school 
board members and praised area school boards for their work and support of local students.

2. LABOR AND SUPPLY CHAIN SHORTAGES

Montana Talks, October 7, 2021, 6:07AM, duration 30 minutes.  
Discussion with various Montana business representatives attending the Equipment Dealers Conference. 
Discussed the impact of supply chain shortages on their local businesses and statewide to consumers. 
Talked about solutions and a timeline to resolve the most critical supply chain issues as it relates to their 
businesses and communities. Also discussed labor shortages and its overall impact on local small 
businesses and the communities in which they operate.

Montana Talks, October 11, 2021, 7:13AM, duration 15 minutes.  
Interview with Evelyn Pyburn of the Big Sky Business Journal. Discussed why there are supply chain 
problems and the impact on statewide businesses and industries. Talked about specific issues caused by 
supply chain problem, especially for local auto dealers and the agriculture industry. Discussed the 
impact on consumers, farmers and others in their communities. Also discussed the overall impact on the 
local economy. 

Montana Talks, November 8, 2021, 9:14AM, duration 16 minutes. 
Interview with former Director of Owner-Operator Independent Driver’s Association. Discussed the 
shortage of qualified truck drivers to deliver goods and equipment across the state and its impact on 
local communities and industries. Talked about how new regulations and taxes are part of the issue of 
lack of drivers as it drives the expense of being an independent driver much higher. Discussed solutions 
to the shortage moving forward including affordable training and reduced expenses through new 
legislation and diminished regulation.

Montana Talks, November 29, 2021, 7:08AM, duration 13 minutes. 
Interview with Evelyn Pyburn of the Big Sky Business Journal. Discussed the need for additional health 
care workers, especially nurses due to burnout caused by the pandemic and higher wages for traveling 
nurses to leave the state temporarily. Talked about the impact of the nursing shortage on local hospitals 
and the issues created relating to all health care needs and services during the critical time of the 
pandemic. 

3. PANDEMIC

Montana Talks, October 18, 2021, 7:13AM, duration 11 minutes. 
Interview with Evelyn Pyburn of the Big Sky Business Journal. Discussed the pandemic-related federal 
mask mandate for businesses and the expected impact on local and statewide businesses. Also talked 
about the Montana Attorney General’s lawsuit against the federal mandate to attempt to not allow the 
mandate to be executed in the state.

Montana Talks, October 21, 2021, 7:08AM, duration 19 minutes.
Interview with Billings Clinic CEO, Dr. Scott Ellner. Discussed a variety of COVID treatments and their 
availability to local patients. Talked about vaccines and boosters and their impact on COVID. Also 
discussed the treatments that don’t work that were being distributed primarily through social media and 
the concern that local patients were receiving the appropriate, correct information.



Montana Talks, November 19, 2021, 9:07AM, duration 20 minutes. 
Interview with Montana Governor Greg Gianforte. Discussed Montana’s lawsuit against the federal 
mask mandate. Talked about input from local residents that drove Governor Gianforte and his Attorney 
General to file the suit. Also talked about the negative impact to the state economy and especially local 
businesses.

4. Military Veterans

Montana Talks, November 11, 2021, 8:26AM, duration 20 minutes. 
Interview with Ryan Henderson of High Heroes. Discussed the High Heroes program and its mission to 
provide homes to veterans at no cost and mortgage-free. Talked about the financial and health issues 
that caused many veterans to not be able to buy their own home for themselves and their families. 
Talked about the number of local veterans that have been helped and how many still needed these 
services.

Montana Talks, November 11, 2021, 9:07AM, duration 10 minutes. 
Interview with Richard Shepherd of the Adaptive Performance Center. Discussed the physical needs of 
disabled veterans and how their gym addresses those. Also talked about the benefits of physical health 
and the positive impact on mental health for these veterans as well. Discussed how to join the gym and 
how to support their veteran services.

5. Legalized Recreational Marijuana

Montana Talks, November15, 2021, 7:07AM, duration 15 minutes.
Interview with Evelyn Pyburn of the Big Sky Business Journal. Discussed the upcoming kickoff of legal 
recreational marijuana in the state. Talked about the economic impact of these dispensaries on local 
communities. Discussed the concern of some residents on the potential negative impact of legalized 
recreational marijuana. Also talked about the expected tax revenue that would be generated for the 
state. 

Montana Talks, November 22, 2021, 7:13AM, duration 12 minutes. 
Interview with Evelyn Pyburn of the Big Sky Business Journal. Discussed the details of the recreational 
marijuana initiative and how some Montana counties were exploring restrictions on dispensaries. Talked 
about whether legalized recreational marijuana use would lead to increased usage of other more 
dangerous drugs and the impact of that on local communities.  

6. Climate Change and Wildfires

Montana Talks, December 6, 2021, 9:46AM, duration 10 minutes. 
Interview with Warden Ryan Peterson of the Fergus County Fire Department. Discussed the impact of 
the late season wildfire that caused significant damage to the town of Denton. Talked about the 
environmental and weather conditions that made the fire cause so much damage and made it difficult 
to contain. Discussed community and statewide efforts to help those damaged by the fire.

Montana Talks, December 16, 2021, 9:47AM, duration 10 minutes.
Interview with Joe Dooling, candidate for the Montana Public Service Commission. Discussed how 
climate change set the table for the Denton fire. Also talked about the impact on wildfire on the 
agricultural industry in the state, especially as it relates to livestock and livestock feed. Discussed 
support for farmers impacted by the Denton fire and the availability of free hay to feed their livestock.

This list is not in any particular order of importance or priority.


