
Issues & Programs – January through March, 2019

Regular Programming

The WRSU News department airs daily newscasts weekdays during the 

school year.  WRSU added four daily newscasts for the Spring semester.  

Newscasts are 10 minutes long, including sports and weather.  They air Mondays 

at 10 pm; Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays at noon and 10 pm, and Fridays at 

noon.

During the Spring semester – which begins January 22nd – University, local, 

state, national and international events are covered, with a particular focus on 

Rutgers-related news.  News covers any crime alerts and urgent public safety 

messages issued by the Rutgers University Police Department.  

Among the other issues and stories covered by WRSU News this quarter:

 January 29:  An indictment is handed down by a grand jury for vehicular 

homicide against the driver who struck and killed Rutgers student Cory 

Aufiero with his car on George Street near Albany and Somerset Streets.  

Rutgers is entering an exclusive partnership with a gene editing company to 

engineer DNA without breaking the gene, a process that can reduced 

mutations.

 January 31:  Rutgers changes its CORE curriculum for the Fall 2019 

semester, with new requirements like “Diversity and Social Inequality” and 

“Our Common” feature, while the Information Technology and Research 



requirement is eliminated.  New Jersey lawmakers pass a $15 minimum 

wage, which would potentially affect many student workers on campus.

 February 4:  Rutgers facilities have been encountering water problems over 

the past several weeks, with damage to pipes and mains as a result of recent 

cold weather.  Rutgers employee Kenneth Bartone commits suicide by 

jumping from a bridge over the Raritan River, following the killing of his 

wife Denise, in what authorities believe is a murder-suicide.

 February 5:  Chris Christie will appear at the Douglass College Student 

Center today to discuss his new book, “Let Me Finish,” in an event hosted 

by his former campaign strategist, Michael DuHaime.

 February 6:  Chris Molloy is named the new Chancellor of Rutgers by 

President Barchi, after filling the role on an interim basis since the abrupt 

summer 2018 resignation of Debasish Dutta.

 February 7:  Rutgers Business School places tops in the Northeast in new 

rankings released by The Financial Times.  Elaina Francis reports on a 

Rutgers professor makes strides in preventing the spread of prostate cancer, 

isolating a specific gene.  (Also runs Feb. 8)

 February 11:  Rutgers will have a delayed opening at noon on February 12 

due to the coming snowstorm.  Sean Sobel reports on a Rutgers study that 

has found a cause of overdoses in the opioid epidemic: an off-the-shelf 

diarrhea medication called loperamide.

 February 12:  Rutgers alum Erick Backes finally appears on Jeopardy! after 

12 years of trying out for the show.  He won $48,000 on his first night and 

will appear again as the returning champion.  Backes won the 

Cook/Douglass Trivia Bowl when in school at Rutgers in 1999.



 February 13:  Rutgers unveils a new art exhibit on the life of one of its 

most famous alums, Paul Robeson, who graduated 100 years ago.  The 

exhibit is part of a year-long celebration of Robeson’s life.

 February 14:  A Rutgers couple – Erik and Beth Kent – celebrate the 22nd 

anniversary of the launch of their online wedding side, NJweddings.com.

 February 15:  A professor at the Rutgers Department of Genetics is 

working to manipulate fish genes to get them to have legs, in an effort to 

better understand how they evolved.

 February 19:  The School of Management and Labor Relations at Rutgers 

announces it will offer an online master’s degree program in Human 

Resource Management.  Hundreds of students gather at Cook for the annual 

overnight hackathon, “HackHERS,” intended to get women to feel 

empowered to create code and explore tech culture.

 February 21:  Rutgers is investigating sexual assault complaints against 

Stephen Eric Bronner, after a former grad student accused him in an incident 

that allegedly happened 20 years ago.  Rutgers recently removed a time limit 

of two years on all sexual assault investigations. … While fewer Rutgers 

students are using weekly tutoring, walk-in sessions are up.

 February 25:  Rutgers School of Communication & Information Professor 

Steve Miller receives the Loyal Sons and Daughters award.  Rutgers says it 

will offer less parking in the coming years, as VP of facilities Anthony 

Calcado says “every time we put a building up, we put it on a parking lot.”

 February 26:   A team of Rutgers engineers has developed heating patches 

for clothing aimed at cutting energy waste in buildings.  

 February 27:  A former Robert Wood Johnson Medical School professor 

and director at the Cancer Institute of New Jersey is charged in a 160-count 



indictment that alleges, among other things, he used a hidden camera to film 

women in the bathroom.

 February 28:  Engineers at Rutgers are focusing on user login security for 

computers, smartphones and the Internet, noting there isn’t enough research 

on those systems’ efficiency.

 March 1:  Rutgers alum Cheri Beasley makes history, being named Chief 

Justice of the North Carolina Supreme Court, the first black woman to do so 

in its history.

 March 4:  RUPA organizes a prom for senior citizens.

 March 5:  Brad LoPrini reports about a new system students will use to 

schedule classes, aimed at making more efficient use of students’ time and 

Rutgers’ classroom space.

 March 6:  the annual TedX technology conference comes to Rutgers.

 March 11:  Coverage of Chris Molloy’s recent Town Hall, in which the new 

Chancellor addressed concerns like part-time lecturer demands.  Sachin 

Goraida reports on Rutgers political science professors give their insight on 

populism in Europe during a roundtable discussion.

 March 12:  Rutgers basketball player Issa Thaim is arrested and charged 

with false imprisonment, making terroristic threats and other charges in 

connection with an alleged incident involving his girlfriend.  Thiam was 

suspended indefinitely from the team, later kicked off the team by head 

coach Steve Pikiell.

 March 13:  RUPA holds an indoor roller skating event on Busch Campus, a 

way for students to relax during midterms.  Award-winning celebrity 

costume designer Mio Guberinic (Madonna, Katy Perry, SNL) comes to 



Rutgers to train students on now to create wearable arts using 

thermoplastics.  

 March 14:  Rutgers urges students to get vaccinations due to a likely 

outbreak of bacterial meningitis, after two students were hospitalized in 

February with the infection.  

 March 15:  Rutgers police are investigating an off-campus robbery near 

Cook and Douglass campuses in which the victim was reportedly robbed 

while making a food delivery.

 March 25:  The Rutgers faculty union authorizes a strike as labor 

negotiations go on; they have been without a contract since July 1, 2018, but 

are pushing for equal pay for female professors and to match full-time 

teaching staff with the current student ratio.

 March 26:  Rutgers wrestling coach Scott Goodale and wrestlers Nick 

Suriano and Anthony Ashnault ring the bell at Old Queens, part of a 

tradition reserved for big celebrations, after winning the school’s first-ever 

NCAA national championships in wrestling.  Rutgers researchers find a 

new, environmentally-friendly way to extract rare earth elements.

 March 27:  Governor Murphy and NJ Secretary of Education Zakiya Smith 

Ellis unveil a plan to transform the state’s higher education system by 

making it more accessible, affordable and transparent, and aiming to get 

more working age adults to hold a post-high school degree,

 March 28:  A new Rutgers study finds African-Americans are more likely 

to be diagnosed with schizophrenia.  Medical students at Robert Wood 

Johnson have developed a volunteer program to cuddle babies affected by 

opioid use.



The News Department’s weekly public affairs show, “Knightbeat,” is heard 

each Wednesday from 10-11 pm during the school year, and resumed January 23, 

2019.  It’s hosted by WRSU News Director Jayne Chacko and Assistant News 

Director Joey Bloch.  Topics include:

 January 23 – Governor Murphy’s State of the State Address:   WRSU 

Reporter Sachin Goradia discusses his coverage of the speech in Trenton, 

using sound bites from the address to explain and analyze what Murphy was 

saying and how it impacts the state at large. Sachin also described for us 

what was going on at the address including the atmosphere, who was there 

and what were the major highlights among other things. Michael 

Zhadanovsky, Executive Director of Rutgers Democrats, defended Murphy 

against claims that his popularity is waning due to the fact that he has made 

decisions that New Jersey residents don’t like nor care about. Also 

discussed:  the longest federal government shutdown in U.S. History and 

made predictions about how it’ll end. (50 minutes).

 February 6 – Rutgers Dance Marathon:  Guests include Rutgers Dance 

Marathon Directory Sarah Aly and Director of Event Logistics Rounak 

Nischal.  Over the course of the hour, we dived into the history of Dance 

Marathon, what goes into planning it, what to expect for this year’s event, 

and the rule changes that have occured over time among other things. Both 

Sarah and Rounak discussed how they each got involved with Dance 

Marathon as well as what they do in their respective roles. The structure of 

the Dance Marathon organization was also touched upon as well as how the 

leadership of the group functions. One highlight from the episode was that 

they said they keep raising more and more money each year consistently 

breaking records of the Dance Marathon prior.  (50 minutes)



 February 13 – Valentine’s Day:  WRSU News reporter Stephe Nelson and 

WRSU DJ Chris Chienn (host of “Coffee Talk with Chris”) help break down 

the most romantic spots in New Brunswick as well as do’s and don’ts on a 

date and general relationship advice. We also sent out three WRSU News 

Reporters to the streets to get a pulse on how Rutgers students are feeling 

about going into this Valentine’s Day. Caleb Kuberiet, Teddy Jablonosk and 

Danny Hayes asked students about Valentine’s Day traditions, what single 

people do to celebrate and many more fun topics. After we played the 

package, we analyzed the responses and gave our opinions on what we 

heard. Everyone on the show talked about their relationship status at the time 

and how they got there (50 minutes).

 February 24 – Black Student Union:  Jocelyn Carabello, Senior 

Journalism and Media Studies major and member of the Black Student 

Union, talked about her experience as well as what inspired her to join. She 

also discussed a wide array of things she is working on in terms of activism 

as well as personal projects that she is posting online to push her career 

objectives forward. Jocelyn also gave her opinion on very important social 

justice issues facing the U.S. today (40 minutes). The show also played a 

package on Rutgers Law School appointing its first black LGBTQ Dean, 

presented by WRSU reporter Hannah Varkey.  It went into detail about how 

the Dean was appointed and what she plans on doing for the school.

 February 27 – Town Hall with Anthony Calcado:  Breaking with 

tradition of airing such events in their entirety, Jane and Joey gave a recap 

and discussed key elements of the Feb. 21 gathering hosted by Executive 

Vice President for Strategic Planning and Operations and Chief Operating 

Officer Antonio Calcado.  He answered questions raised about parking, 

transportation, renewal energy, weather closures, and building and heating 



problems. Hosts gave their own opinions on each of these topics in between 

airing soundbites. Calcado answered several questions on parking and the 

new ticketing system integrated this academic year. He said that the ultimate 

goal for Rutgers is to eliminate almost all parking and put up more 

buildings, which Joey and Jayne spoke a great deal about since we’re both 

commuters. Calcado also said that it is unrealistic for the entire campus to 

use 100% renewable energy. Essentially, he addressed the future of the 

campus in regards to each of these topics to which we responded to as 

students and attendees of the town hall.

 March 6 – Filmmaking at Rutgers:  Guests are:  Kevin Lin, Junior Digital 

Filmmaking major and former Film Lab employee; Emily Eng, Junior 

Digital Filmmaking major and Entrepreneurship minor; Chris Cuervo, 

Transfer Digital Filmmaking major and Equipment Checkout employee.  

Host Joey Bloch also is a film major, and Joey asked his fellow film peers 

about their involvement in the film department, how they decided to become 

film majors and their opinions on what makes a good film. The digital 

filmmaking department will have its first graduating class this semester, so 

these students were some of first to be fully immersed into a film major. 

These students gave us the insight on where you can work with a film 

background. For instance, Emily mentioned working with several news 

networks in their documentary unit. The overall consensus was that so many 

different things go into making a good film, and it varies from genre to 

genre.

 March 13 – Rutgers Stand Up Society:  With society members Scott 

Zheng and Madhuri Bhupathiraju as guests, listeners learned about the 

history of the Rutgers stand up society, what it means to be a member and 

the challenges of performing stand up comedy. The Stand Up Society 



focuses on giving each other feedback and supporting each other rather than 

an endless cycle of performing. Scott and Madhuri spoke about “bombing” 

on stage, meaning performing unexpectedly poorly. They said they have 

both bombed, but it ultimately made them better performers. Madhuri also 

brought up the challenges of being a female performer, especially a 

minority, where the standards are held differently in comparison to a male 

performer. She said that when men bomb, no one says much but when a 

woman bomb, some will say that she failed because she is a woman or a 

minority. We also discussed what it means to “cross a line” as a comedian. 

We came to the agreement that there is no crossing the line, but you can be 

offensive in an untasteful way, where it comes off hateful more than 

comedic. As comedians, these are a few of the things Madhuri and Scott 

consider as they perform during their meetings and at external venues.  

 March 27 – Climate Change:  With WRSU reporters Sean Sobel, Stephen 

Nelson and Elliott Lewandowski, Joey talked to them about their thoughts 

on climate change and the current discourse around it, including proposal of 

the green new deal. Currently climate change is in the public discourse as 

politicians debate how “real” climate change is and how people are affected 

by it. They discussed how the President calling climate change a hoax 

affects how the public is reacting. Several of the department members 

thought many politicians are extreme about climate change, as liberals make 

global warming sound impending whereas conservatives don’t think it’s 

real, like Trump, and decide they don’t need to act on it. For Rutgers 

students, climate change isn’t an issue they think about daily but because of 

its recent emergence in politics and in Congress, it was a topic worth 

discussing.



The Veterans Corner, hosted each Wednesday from 12:10 to 1 pm by 

Vietnam Marine veteran Don Buzney, serves the Central Jersey veterans 

community and beyond with information on issues important to them – such as 

healthcare, education, employment opportunities, and more.  The show is co-

hosted by Dennis Penny.  Among the weekly issues and topics covered on the 

show during this period:

Jan. 2nd – Air Force veteran Steve Suznovich along with daughter, Amy Suznovich; what 
attracted Steve Suznovich to the Air Force, his military occupational specialty; overseas 
deployments; service during the Cuban Missile Crisis, 1962; life lessons learned in the military; 
civilian career following military service; daughter Amy’s vocal accomplishments; her activities 
in support of veterans, including singing at the Menlo Park Veterans Home; 

Jan. 9th – Sailor Jerri – Talented and upcoming vocal artist and U.S. Navy veteran from Central 
Minnesota; what attracted her to the Navy and life lessons learned; inspiration for April 2017 
release of “Hallelujah – Veterans Version,” how she got her start in singing; inspiration for 
“Strong” and success of April 2018 album release; new album “No Rules in Sight” No. 14 on the 
country charts; upcoming events for 2019.

Jan. 16 – Rodney Watson – Former NFL player on volunteer activities; public speaking in 
support of veterans; “The United States Military; The Real Superstars” a speech comparing what 
it takes to succeed in the U.S. military and what it takes to succeed in the NFL; courage,  
dedication commitment; the difference between playing a football game and fighting a battle; 
preparing for an NFL game and preparing for a military campaign; risks and NFL player takes 
compared to risks a military person takes; the rewards a military person receives and the rewards 
an NFL player receives.

Jan. 23 – Richard Brahm, U.S. Coast Guard; history of the origins of the Coast Guard; how it 
protects America’s economic, national and border security; unique among U.S. military branches 
it is tasked as multi-mission service, both maritime and military; mission of Training Center 
Cape May;  Coast Guard has been involved in every U.S. war from 1790 to the Iraq and 
Afghanistan wars; Coast Guard statistics on typical day saving lives and protecting America’s 
ports and borders; activities in connection with hurricane rescue and drug interdiction; new 
Legend Class ships, of the USCG fleet to replace 50 year old cutter ships.

Jan. 30 – Jessica Manfre, Cape/Jersey Military Wives Club: Coast Guard wife who founded a 
food pantry to help families affected by the partial government shut-down; impact of the shut-
down on the surrounding community and the outpouring of support from the surrounding 
community; how the pantry works and the assistance given to other Coast Guard stations and 
federal employees; lessons learned and  how the pantry is prepared in the event of another shut-
down; acknowledged local restaurants who supported USCG families.

Feb. 6 – Rita Cotterell and Patrice Murray from Oak Hill Academy in Lincroft, NJ; 
involvement with “Wreaths Across America” a volunteer organization that every year in 
December lays wreaths on veterans graves at veterans cemeteries across the country including 



Arlington National; The Oak Hill Academy “Veterans Tribute”, it’s evolution since its 2001 
inception and what it has grown to today; acknowledgement of Patrice Murray’s father’s military 
service; acknowledgement of Rita’s U.S. Marine son and his recent overseas deployment; the 
Oak Hill Academy, it’s mission statement and community outreach initiatives.

Feb. 13 – Southwest Airlines (repeat) - Sally Harbeson, Manager of Community Outreach, 
to discuss programs in support of America’s military and the veteran’s community; focus on 
employee outreach programs; veteran related non-profits that SWA partners with; initiatives to 
recruit veterans into the SWA workforce; winner of “Most Valuable Employer for Military”; 
only airline to make GI Job’s Top 100 Military Friendly Employers, for six consecutive years; 
SWA’s Military Appreciation Program as a means for SWA to express its appreciation and 
admiration for SWA’s employee veterans.

Feb. 20 – Sailor Jerri (repeat) - Talented and upcoming vocal artist and U.S. Navy veteran 
from Central Minnesota; what attracted her to the Navy and life lessons learned; inspiration for 
April 2017 release of “Hallelujah – Veterans Version,” how she got her start in singing; 
inspiration for “Strong” and success of April 2018 album release; new album “No Rules in Sight” 
No. 14 on the country charts; upcoming events for 2019.

Feb. 27. – Jack Thomas Smith, Foxtrail Productions – Award winning writer, producer, 
director and creator of the military documentary series “War Heroes”; discussed Feb. 28 launch 
event hosted by Benghazi hero and former U.S. Army Ranger, Kris Paranto; proceeds from the 
screening to benefit the 14th Hour Foundation and the Sgt. Ryan E. Doltz Memorial Foundation; 
life events prompting Jack Thomas Smith to pursue new film career direction in showcasing 
America’s military vs. other film genres.

March 6 – Charlie Uhrmann and the “All Veterans Memorial” – New Jersey’s premiere 
veteran’s memorial located at Turkey Brook Park in Mount Olive; touted for its distinctive 
designs and calming landscape; hosts to historically denoted military ceremonies and vigils; 
visitors of all ages come to learn about American history and to pay their respects to those who 
honorably served in the U.S. Armed Forces.

March 13 – Mike Couch, Coast Guard Community Foundation; Jessica Manfre, Jersey / 
Cape Military Spouses Club, Coast Guard Community Foundation a non-profit that promotes 
connections between Coast Guard Families and the Cape May community; Jersey / Cape 
Military Spouses Club; promotes the morale and well-being of uniformed personnel and their 
families; Annual Coast Guard Community Festival, May 4, 2019, Jessica Manfre update on Cape 
May Food Pantry; and her selection as 2018 Coast Guard Spouse of the Year.

March 20 – Veteran Suicide, Kimberly Bruss - RU Veteran Program Coordinator, Urszula 
Echols - RU Veteran Services Coordinator, Jim Simos – Rutgers Alumni Association - 
According to a report published by the VA, an average of 20 veterans a day commit suicide; 
reviewed metrics comparing effect of PTSD on combat veterans; comparison of female vs. male 
suicide statistics in the military; statistics on veterans 55 and older vs. younger veterans; 
reviewed possible key indicators of “at risk” veterans; positive effect of academic involvement 
on combat veterans experiencing depression and isolation; Rutgers Office of  Veteran and 
Military Programs and Services and outreach programs and resources available to veterans 
experiencing difficulty.



March 27 – American Legion 100th Anniversary with U.S. Army veterans Amery Vasso; 
Commander of the Morris County American Legion; national American Legion was chartered by 
Congress in 1919 as a patriotic veteran’s organization focusing on service to veterans and active 
duty service members; reviewed origins and history of American Legion and its evolution into 
one of the largest and most influential veteran non-profit groups in the U.S, reviewed AL’s role 
in gaining passage of the original G.I. Bill under President Franklin Roosevelt, 1944 and ‘post 
9/11” G.I. Bill; discussed the progression of the  Legion to the forefront of efforts to improve 
education and other benefits for all veterans.

  

Each week, WRSU’s Sunday Ethnic Programming features shows 

highlighting the news, music and cultures of Israel, Turkey, Pakistan, Greece, 

India, Hungary, Ireland and the African continent.  These shows cover issues of 

particular interest to their communities, often highlighting local events.  .

Sports shows such as Scarlet Fever (Fridays 4-6 pm) and SportsKnight 

(Tuesdays, 8-10 pm) cover a wide variety of issues facing sports teams and the 

athletic department as a whole.  These shows resumed with the start of the Spring 

semester. 


