
Issues & Programs – July through September, 2020 (3rd Quarter)

Regular Programming

WRSU’s regular programming was greatly impacted by the COVID-19 

pandemic, which forced the shutdown of campus in mid-March, although more 

programming returned to the station by July.  All shows were hosted remotely until 

the start of the semester in September.  Daily newscasts did not resume until 

September (as in a typical year), but WRSU News continued with new and 

original programming on its news/public affairs show, “Knightbeat,” airing each 

approximately every other Wednesday from 10-11 pm, including live coverage of 

both the Democratic and Republican National Conventions in August.  Beginning 

in September, “Knightbeat” moved to an earlier time slot to attract more listeners 

and guests:  Wednesdays from 5-6 pm, hosted by News Director Caleb Kuberiet.

 July 1 – Jonathan Holloway officially began his tenure at Rutgers July 1st, in 

the midst of the coronavirus pandemic (10 minutes). “Knightbeat” aired his 

introductory remarks to the university.  Small business owners Doug 

Schneider and Ken Kalada (Olive Branch, Tavern on George) talk about 

how the pandemic has affected their small businesses (30 minutes). Finally, 

we talked to student activists Marc Yonker and Kiian Morgan (20 minutes) 

about the Black Lives Matter movement and the protest that occurred at 

Rutgers. 



 July 8 – President Jonathan Holloway’s announcement about the transition 

to online classes for the remainder of the semester was the headline topic on 

this show (15 minutes). We also talked to Anthony Calcado for more details 

on how the administration made the decision to put Rutgers online for the 

remainder of the Spring 2020 semester (20 minutes). Looking ahead, 

reporter Chris Tsakonas talked with James Kratch about the future of Fall 

sports (15 minutes), and we also talked with two student activists fighting 

for the reduction of tuition for the online semester (10 minutes). 

 July 15 – The show mostly focused on RUSA, the Rutgers University 

Student Assembly.  This included the airing of highlights from a town hall 

hosted by RUSA on how Rutgers administrators and employees are 

preparing for an online fall semester.  Host Caleb Kuberiet spoke with 

RUSA President Nicholas LaBelle about what students should expect for the 

upcoming semester and how they will adjust to a drastically different 

campus when September arrives.

 August 5 – General Manager Tommy Watters talked to our very own Sports 

Director Chris Tsakonas on the future of Rutgers Football and college 

athletics as the team faces a COVID-19 outbreak. (11 minutes) WRSU 

Reporter Ryan Margolis spoke to students from TCNJ and Stockton to 

understand how their schools are preparing for COVID-19 during the Fall 

2020 semester. (12 minutes) Finally, WRSU Reporter Connor Cullinane got 

an update from students who are organizing a movement to reduce tuition 

and other fees for the online Fall 2020 semester.  (10 minutes)



The WRSU News team also covered two days each of the Democratic and 

Republican National Conventions, with a team of reporters, interviews with 

political science experts, and airing live coverage of both events:

Democratic National Convention Coverage
HOST Caleb Kuberiet

AIR DATE August 19th and August 20th, 2020
TIME 8PM – 11PM

GUESTS Ryan Margolis, WRSU Reporter 
Jade Stepeney, WRSU Reporter

Hannah Varkey, WRSU Reporter
Professor Carney-Waterton, Rutgers Political Science Professor 
Professor Ross Hull, Rutgers Environmental Science Professor

John Farmer, Director of the Eagleton Institute of Politics

TOPIC The WRSU News team provided exclusive pre-convention 
coverage with Rutgers professors and professionals. Political 

Science Professor Jo-Leo Carney Waterton talked about Kamala 
Harris’ Vice Presidential Nomination and the Black Lives Matter 

movement. Professor Ross Hull discussed climate change, the 
Trump administration’s policies, and their effect on the 

environment. Our final interview of the night is from the Director 
of Eagleton John Farmer. Mr. Farmer is a former Attorney 

General of New Jersey and he gave a preview of November. On 
Thursday, we heard the second half of Professor Carney 

Waterton’s interview where he discussed how COVID-19 will 
affect this year’s election and what Democrats need to do to have 
a major victory. A WRSU News Reporter also spoke to Political 
Science Professor Kelly Ditmar who explained the rise of women 
in politics and the importance of Kamala Harris’ vice presidential 
nomination. Besides our pre-convention interviews, the WRSU 

reporters and director commentated on the different speakers and 
programs to give additional analysis to the convention. 



 

NAME of
PROGRAM

Republican National Convention

HOST Caleb Kuberiet

AIR DATE August 26th and August 27th, 2020

TIME 8PM – 11PM

GUESTS Speeches from:
Nikki Haley, U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations and 
former Governor of South Carolina 
Donald Trump Jr., President Donald Trump’s son
Tim Scott, Senator from South Carolina 

Professor Carney-Waterton, Rutgers Political Science Professor 
Ross Hull, Rutgers Environmental Science Professor
Logan Skopp and Jay Amind, President and Vice President of 
Turning Point Rutgers
Chris Tsakonas, WRSU Reporter
Connor Cullinane, WRSU Reporter
Tommy Watters, WRSU Reporter

TOPIC For the Republican National Convention, we started 
Wednesday’s coverage by playing highlights from the first night. 
Those highlights included Governor Nikki Haley, Donald Trump 
Jr., and Senator Tim Scott. On the first night of coverage, we 
once again spoke to Professor Carney-Waterton for a preview of 
the RNC. For the rest of the night, WRSU Reporters provided 
their own analysis into the events and speeches of the convention 
like Vice President Mike Pence, Senator Marsha Blackburn, and 
Senator Joni Ernst. For the second night of coverage, we once 
again heard from Professor Carney-Waterton on Republican 
politics and also spoke to Professor Ross Hull on the 
environment and environmental regulation. To wrap up our pre-
convention coverage, we spoke to Logan Skopp and Jay Amind 
who are the the President and Vice President of Turning Point 
Rutgers. The rest of the night was filled with our WRSU 
Reporters providing their own analysis into the final night of the 
convention with speeches from President Donald Trump, Ivanka 
Trump, Senator Mitch McConnell, and Rudy Giuliani. 



The WRSU News team resumed daily newscasts in mid-September, thr 

week of the 14th, with reports airing during the “RU Awake?” morning show at 

8:30, 9:00 and 9:30 am, as well as at 6 pm leading into “WRSU Crew.”  

Major topics for the week of September 14th included:  included President 

Jonathan Holloway hoping to open Rutgers at 50% capacity for the Spring 2021 

semester, a shooting that killed two people in an off-campus neighborhood close to 

Rutgers, how the California wildfires are affecting New Jersey, and the settlement 

between the city of Louisville with the family of Breonna Taylor for $12 million 

dollars.  

The week of September 21, topics included President Jonathan Holloway 

releasing a statement about Rutgers’ chancellors making plans for a hybrid Spring 

2021 semester,

Some of the highlights for the week of September 28th included:  the 

launching of a police reform initiative sponsored by PSE&G and the Rutgers 

University Center on Policing, the legal battle for mail-in ballots in New Jersey.

The Veterans Corner – hosted each Wednesday from 12 to 1 pm by 

Vietnam Marine veteran Don Buzney and Navy Veteran and Rutgers ROTC 

Program Coordinator Dennis Penny - serves the Central Jersey veterans 

community and beyond with information on issues important to them – such as 

healthcare, education, employment opportunities, and more.  Mostly previously-

broadcast shows ran for the majority of the quarter, but generally resumed to an 

every-other-week live schedule beginning in September.  Among the weekly issues 

and topics covered on the show during this period:

July 1 – Rep.Mikie Sherrill, AF Veteran, Carl Asszony: Rep. Sherrill spoke of bill she 
introduced to set aside a day to recognize women veterans; spoke of many contributions of 



women service members, now and in the past, issues she is addressing with respect to 
challenges some women veterans encounter accessing VA services.

July 1 -Carl Asszony, 90 year old USAF veteran spoke of service during the Korean War; 
articles he wrote commemorating Memorial Day and the D-Day Invasion, true meaning of 
those two events and lessons learned that we are at risk of forgetting; distinction between 
Veterans Day and Memorial Day. 

July 8 -RU – Navy ROTC: Captain Andrew Smith – Commanding Officer, Midshipmen 
Patrick Bohen and Jeffin James; what attracted them to the Navy; historical origins and 
birthplace of the U.S. Navy; NROTC missions; program entry requirements; leadership 
training and what it means; career options available; program benefits, commitment upon 
program completion (Aired on 9/18/19). 

July 15 – Pre-empted.
July 22 - Navajo Nation: Claudia Jackson, Legislative Liaison to the Navajo government; 
Navajo Nation is the largest land area retained by a U.S. tribe managed via treaty agreements 
with the United States. Congress as a sovereign Native American nation; structure and 
function of the Navajo Nation Government; Navajo people’s tradition of governance rooted 
in their clan and oral history; Navajo Nation flag, design origins, meaning and significance of 
symbols. (Aired on Sept. 7, 2016).

July 29 – Pre-empted
August 5 - Captain Joseph Grillo - Rutgers Army ROTC, - Army ROTC produces 
approximately 70 percent of the officers entering the Army each year; available through 
nearly 1,000 college campuses nationwide; ROTC commissions lieutenants for the active 
Army, the Army National Guard and the Army Reserve; Army Jr. ROTC, one of the largest 
leadership and citizenship-focused programs for youth in the nation; discussed roles and 
career opportunities for women in the U.S. Army. (Aired Sept. 11, 2019)
August 12-  Pre-empted

August 19 –  Menlo Park Veterans – Recorded stories of service from WW II and Korean 
War  3rd Veteran; a combat engineer whose unit built the bridges across which the tanks of 
General George Patton’s 3rd Army crossed the Rhine into Nazi Germany; a machine gunner 
on a B-17 who flew thirty bombing missions over Nazi Germany; an Army nurse who landed 
with the allies in the invasion of North Africa in 1942; a Navy corpsman who served with the 
U.S. Marines in the Pacific theatre in WW II; a Korean war veteran who served with the U.S. 
Army’s 8th Army (this particular version of the Menlo vets was aired on 8/14/2019).
August 26 – Richard Anzivino, Air Force and Korean War Veteran- Accomplished 85 
years old singer and entertainer; while in the service, how he won a talent contest; 
transitioned from aircraft mechanic to lead singer; toured Europe, North Africa and the Near 
East; sixty-five years later still entertaining troops; entertains at the Menlo Park veterans, 
how he became a hairdresser by profession operating a salon he has owned since 1971; how 
his singing inspired others and continues to inspire; sang a rendition of “My Way” better than 
Frank Sinatra; described how he prepares for a recording session (First aired on 2/5/20).



September 2 –Monroe Township High School Marching Band – A 75 member band that 
competes in US Bands competitions in NJ and NY; the only marching band from New Jersey 
chosen to perform in the Pearl Harbor Memorial Commemoration on December 7, 2016; 
discussed logistical challenges of transporting 75 member band and equipment from NJ to 
Honolulu and back; discussed physical and mental challenges of executing march routines 
while playing a band instrument, support and assistance rendered by Monroe Township 
Parents Association and local veterans organization (first aired on 5/17/2017).

September 9  - Ann Treadaway, Director of Office of Veteran and Military Programs 
and services; Ann a U.S. Army veteran with two tours in Iraq; discussed mission and 
responsibilities of the OVMPS; the development and coordination of a comprehensive 
program of support services for veteran students at all three campuses of RU; how the 
OVMPS ensures a smooth transition and supportive environment for students who have 
served in the United States Armed Forces and their families throughout the student veteran’s 
college career ( first aired on 9/6/2017).

 September 9 – Tribute to New York Mets Hall of Fame pitcher Tom Seaver - Interview 
recorded in 2012 when “The Veterans Corner” was transmitting from the College of Staten 
Island; Tom discussed life-changing impact of his Marine Corps experience especially 
Marine Recruit Training; sensational feeling in part of World Series Champion 1969 NY 
Mets; value of lessons learned in the Marine Corps and emulated by NY Mets manager Gill 
Hodges.

September 16 – Navajo Code Talkers and Navajo Nation – Claudia Jackson, 
granddaughter to Navajo Code Talker, George Willie; discussion of the structure of 
governing for the Navajo Nation; the origens and meaning of the Navajo flag; the Navajo 
Nation as a sovereign nation within the continental boundaries of the United States; the 
Navajo Code Talkers, their origin and the critical role they played in helping the U.S. 
Marines win the war in the Pacific in World War II (Last aired Jan. 29, 2020).

September 23 – Bryan Adams, Asst. Director - Rutgers Office of Veterans and Military 
Programs and Services - Mission and purpose of the RU-OVMPS; challenges confronting 
veterans in transitioning to the civilian sector and the university environment.; challenges in 
executing the OVMPS mission in the era of COVID – 19;comparison of veterans experiences 
Iraq/Afghanistan vs. Vietnam: resources available through  the VA; each staff member at 
OVMPS and how they assist veterans in the different facets of the veteran experience; RU 
service dogs program, benefits and challenges.

September 30 – Marine Captains Joel Rosario and Justin Frankel; Capt. Rosario discussed 
mission and duties as member of RU-Naval ROTC; Captain Frankel discussed his mission 
and duties as the New Jersey  Marine Officer Selection Officer; both shared their experience 
of Marine Corps recruit training; played taped interview of Marine Major General John A. 
Toolan calling in from Helmand Province, Afghanistan, 2012; played taped interview with 
NY Mets Hall of Fame pitcher, discussing his Marine Corps experience and the influence it 
had on his future success as a major league baseball pitcher, 2011 (program originally aired 
11/7, 2018).



WRSU’s weekly sports show “The WRSU Crew” aired Mondays from 6-8 

until the start of the semester in September, when it resumed a normal weekday 

schedule:  Mondays thru Thursdays 6-8 pm and Fridays 4-6 pm.  It covers a wide 

variety of issues facing sports teams and the athletic department as a whole.  The 

show continues to focus on Rutgers athletics – including discussion of the on-

again, off-again Big Ten Football season, the impact of COVID on Athletic 

Department finances and more – as well as a wide range of professional sports.

Some of WRSU’s Sunday ethnic programming resumed in September on a 

limited schedule, with the return of Glimpses of India with Dev Joshi from 3-5pm, 

and the Voice of Ireland program from 5-7 pm.


