
Issues & Programs – January through March, 2021 (1st Quarter)

Regular Programming

The WRSU News department airs daily newscasts weekdays during the school year at 

the following times, albeit on a reduced schedule due to not all students being on campus, due to 

continued fallout from the COVID-19 pandemic:

 Monday thru Thursday on the morning show “RU Awake?” at 8:30, 9:00 and 9:30 am

 Monday thru Thursday at noon

 Friday at 10 pm

During the semester, University, local, state, national and international events are covered, 

with a particular focus on Rutgers-related news.  News also covers any crime alerts and urgent 

public safety messages issued by the Rutgers University Police Department.  

Newscasts were on hiatus for much of January, due to Winter Break, but resumed after school 

came back in session, the week of January 25th.  Specific issues and stories covered by WRSU 

newscasts relating to Rutgers and the neighboring community during this quarter included:

 January 25:   Rutgers President Jonathan Holloway sent an email to the Rutgers 

community detailing that all students, faculty and staff will slowly be returning to campus 

for Fall 2021. Inspired by the camouflage mechanisms of cephalopods, Rutgers engineers 

created a 3D-printed smart gel that changes shape and color when exposed to light.

 January 26:  the Rutgers research professor who led the creation of the first coronavirus 

saliva-based test, which received FDA emergency approval last spring and has played a 

significant role in the fight against the COVID-19 pandemic, died unexpectedly over the 

weekend, on January 23rd.



 February 2:  Rutgers researchers are awarded $1.6 million from the National Institutes 

of Health. The fund is to help create a national collaborative network to identify risk and 

protective factors that may allow public health professionals to predict which children are 

at the greatest risk for serious illness from the SARS-CoV-2 infection, the virus that 

causes COVID-19.

 February 16:  the Rutgers School of Dental Medicine (RSDM), in partnership with the 

Jewish Federation of Greater MetroWest NJ, created a program for Holocaust survivors 

to receive dental treatment free of cost

 February 17:  Rutgers officials have begun investigating a recent series of "racist and 

bigoted Zoom-bombings" that have affected online University events, most targeting 

Black History Month programs.  It’s believed the attacks were premeditated and 

coordinated by hate groups across the country.

 February 18:  Continued coverage of the “Zoom-bombing” issues at Rutgers includes 

Rutgers Senior Vice President and Chief Information Officer of Rutgers University 

Michele Norin, who sent an email today on how to prevent such attacks, by taking 

advantage of key security features of the platform.

 February 24:  Rutgers President Jonathan Holloway announces that plaques will be 

installed at four locations on the New Brunswick campus that tell the stories of the 

University's early benefactors, particularly how they relate to those benefactors’ racist 

past, including involvement in the slave trade or owning slaves.  The effort is an attempt 

to reconcile their complicated legacies with their place in Rutgers history.

 February 25:  Rutgers President Jonathan Holloway stands by his decision to have 

virtual Commencement ceremonies this May, citing the continued uncertainty around the 

Coronavirus pandemic.  It will be the second straight year of virtual commencement 

ceremonies.

 March 2:  Rutgers plans to increase spectator capacity at its athletic venues effective 

immediately.  In accordance with Gov. Phil Murphy’s newest executive order that was 

announced the day before, the university planned to permit two parents or guardians of 

each Rutgers athlete to attend sporting events held on campus.  The changes, however, 

come too late to allow the general public to any Rutgers basketball games, a moot point 

anyhow since the Big Ten has not permitted the public at any venues all season, in an 



effort to maintain competitive balance among schools whose states have varying degrees 

of regulations and restrictions regarding public gatherings.

 March 3:  Rutgers clinical affiliates, Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital in New 

Brunswick and University Hospital in Newark, were both named in Newsweek's 2021 list 

of Best Maternity Care Hospitals.

 March 4:  Christine Delnevo, a Rutgers Professor of Health, Behavior, Society, and 

Policy at the Rutgers School of Public Health, has become the newest member of the U.S. 

Food and Drug Administration’s Tobacco Products Scientific Advisory Committee.

 March 9:  Rutgers researchers have designed a new rapid test that can detect all three of 

the fast-spreading variants of the coronavirus in a little over an hour – much shorter than 

the three to five days required by current tests, which can also be more difficult and 

expensive to perform.

 March 11:  Rutgers engineers found a way to turn “dumb” headphones into smart ones. 

Their invention is called HeadFi, and transforms normal headphones into sensory 

machines that perform similarly to other smart devices.

 March 12:  a Rutgers study published in the Journal of the American Medical 

Association determined the clinical criteria for diagnosing multisystem inflammatory 

syndrome (MIS-C) from severe COVID-19 and Kawasaki disease, which have similar 

symptoms.

 March 23:  A new survey by researchers from Rutgers University–New Brunswick and 

Northeastern, Harvard and Northwestern Universities found that New Jerseyans are 

relaxing some of their adherence to social distancing and public health recommendations.

 March 24:  To promote vigilance against Asian hate and other incidents of intolerance, 

Rutgers hosted "Unpacking Hate" webinars.

 March 29:  School of Public Health graduate student, Caitlin Uriarte, represented New 

Jersey in the National U.S. Scholarship Pageant. An organization dedicated to 

sustainability in the fashion industry, RU Thrifty was finally approved as a formal club 

after previously operating as a provisional campaign under Students for Environmental 

Awareness. A group of Rutgers students started an organization called the Rutgers 

Women’s Pre-Law Society (RUWPLS) with the aim of empowering future female 

lawyers.



 March 30:  According to a new study led by Rutgers, the rate of sea-level rise in the 20th 

century along much of the U.S. Atlantic coast was the fastest in 2,000 years, and southern 

New Jersey had the fastest rates.

 March 31:  Rutgers announces that as part of its plan to return to a mostly open campus 

in the fall, it will require all students – with exceptions for medical or religious reasons – 

to be vaccinated against COVID-19.  Faculty/staff will not be required to be vaccinated, 

but are strongly urged to do so.  Rutgers also says it plans to distribute the vaccine, one 

it’s OK’d by the state, and is given a supply to distribute.

WRSU News continued with new and original programming on its news/public affairs 

show, “Knightbeat” – hosted by WRSU News Director Caleb Kuberiet.  The show is broadcast 

live from 5-6 pm on Wednesdays.  

Notable shows included:

 January 27 - Caleb Kuberiet began the show with a list of President Biden’s recent 

executive orders and the status of President Trump’s second impeachment trial. Caleb 

then spoke with State Senator Patrick Diegnan (D-18) about transportation in New Jersey 

and the legalization of marijuana (20 minutes). Finally, Caleb spoke with Professor James 

Jones, Assistant Professor of African American and African Studies, about his book The 

Last Plantation and the racial politics of Congress (20 minutes). 

 February 3 – After an update on the latest snowstorms and the COVID-19 vaccination 

rate, Caleb spoke to Professor David Robinson, Distinguished Professor and NJ 

Climatologist, on the sever winter storms and climate change (15 min). Next, WRSU 

News Reporter Astha Lakhankar interviewed Dr. DallaPiazza, Rutgers New Jersey 

Medical School- Associate Professor of Medicine in the Division of Infectious Diseases, 

on the racial disparities in COVID-19 mortality (15 min). To end the show, Caleb spoke 

to Professor Carney-Waterton, Professor of Political Science, about President Biden’s 

first two weeks in office (20 min).

 February 10 – The show begins with Caleb discussing the announcement that New 

Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy's office says he is canceling in-person public events because a 

member of his family has tested positive for COVID-19. Caleb’s first guest was Professor 



Carney Waterton, Professor of Political Science, who helped listeners understand 

President Donald Trump’s second impeachment trial (20 min). Next, WRSU News 

Reporter Samiha Charles spoke with Dr. Richard Marlink, the Director of the Rutgers 

Global Health Institute, on the United States rejoining the World Health Organization (12 

min). Finally, Caleb spoke with Dr. Jeffrey Carson on Johnson & Johnson seeking 

authorization for its COVID-19 vaccine (15 min).  

 February 17:  WRSU News Director Caleb Kuberiet began the show by discussing the 

winter storms hitting the country and the implosion  of the Trump Plaza casino in 

Atlantic City.  Then came WRSU News Reporter Hannah Varkey's interview with the 

host of the "On the Pandemic" podcast, Rutgers Professor Mary O'Dowd (20 min). Then, 

WRSU News Reporter Elliot Lewandowski interviewed Dr. Robert Kopp, the chair of the 

President’s Task Force on Carbon Neutrality and Climate Resilience (20 min). Finally, 

Elliot joined me on the show to discuss his interview.

 February 24:  Caleb Kuberiet began the show talking abou how the government dropped 

drunken driving and reckless driving charges against Bruce Springsteen, and Republican 

leaders in the House and Senate said a proposed plan for an independent commission to 

study the Capitol insurrection was overly tilted toward Democrats. For the only interview 

of the show, Caleb spoke with Rutgers President Jonathon Holloway on the hypocrisy of 

slavery in America and his new book The Cause of Freedom (20 min).

 March 3:  Caleb starts with an introduction including New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy 

saying the supply of COVID-19 vaccines would "explode" around Easter, as well as 

House Democrats being poised to pass a sweeping elections and ethics bill. For the only 

interview of the show, Caleb spoke with Morgan Humphrey, an Eagleton Fellow and 3L 

at Rutgers Law School, about the legalization of marijuana in New Jersey and what was 

included in Governor Murphy’s bill (20 min).

 March 10:  Caleb starts with national news, talking about Congress sending President 

Joe Biden the landmark $1.9 trillion COVID-19 relief bill, and the Senate’s confirmation 

of Merrick Garland to be the next U.S. attorney general. Next, WRSU News Reporter 

Hannah Varkey had an exclusive interview with the founder of Black Votes Matter, 

Latosha Brown (20 min). Finally, I spoke with Dr. Padmapriya Banada who was on the 



Rutgers research team that created a test to track the transmission of COVID-19 variants 

(15 min).

 March 24:  Caleb Kuberiet began the show by discussing President Joe Biden tapping 

Vice President Kamala Harris to lead the White House team in tackling the migration 

challenge and New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy naming a staffer from U.S. Senator 

Cory Booker’s office to the new state commission charged with setting up and regulating 

recreational marijuana. For our first interview, Caleb interviewed Joey Bloch, Host of In 

The Middle at 1450 WCTC, about his first new radio show as a WRSU alumni (20 min). 

Following that conversation, Caleb spoke to Dr. Jeffrey Carson, principal investigator for 

Johnson and Johnson vaccine trial at Rutgers University, about the trials here at Rutgers 

(15 min). Finally, WRSU News Reporter Hannah Varkey spoke with NPR Education 

Reporter Elissa Nadworny on how universities are opening up during COVID-19 (15 

min).

 March 31:  Caleb started the show by discussing how Rutgers University will require 

students to get the COVID-19 vaccine to return to campus for next Fall semester and 

New Jersey becoming the latest state to enact a law allowing early in-person voting. The 

first interview was with Nicholas Labelle, President of the Rutgers University Student 

Assembly (RUSA) and Democratic Candidate for the 23rd Legislative District of New 

Jersey, about his tenure as RUSA President and how he hopes to win a seat in the NJ 

Assembly (15 min). Next, Caleb interviewed Brian Ballentine, Rutgers’ Senior Vice 

President for Strategy and chairs of the ad hoc Committee on Divestment, about Rutgers 

divesting in fossil fuels (15 min). Finally, WRSU Assistant News Director Ryan Margolis 

spoke with Jason Geary, Dean of the Mason Gross School of the Arts, about the strengths 

and challenges of shifting to a virtual format for an arts conservatory (15 min).

Special News Department Programming

The WRSU News department had three special programs – all during the month of 

January.

On January 6, when pro-President Trump protesters stormed the U.S. Capitol, 

WRSU went on the air with live coverage and commentary of the event – even though Rutgers 



was on Winter Break.  News Director Caleb Kuberiet was joined by Tommy Watters, Connor 

Cullinane, Ryan Margolis, and former News Director (and host of “In the Middle”) Joey Bloch 

relayed information from various media sources as the situation played out from approximately 

4-8 pm.  They group was also joined on the phone for 10 minutes just before 5:00 pm by New 

Jersey 6th District Congressman Frank Pallone (D-Long Branch), who called in from his office in 

the Capitol to explain how the scene unfolded.

On January 12th, WRSU covered Governor Murphy’s State of the State Address.  

News Director Caleb Kuberiet and Assistant News Director Connor Cullinane hosted, and gave 

their reaction to the speech.  Afterwards, they got reaction from both parties, as 16th District State 

Senator Kip Bateman (R-Branchburg) and 19th District State Senator Joe Vitale (D-Woodbridge) 

phoned in to further discuss the Governor’s address and his priorities into the future.

On January 20th, WRSU broadcast complete coverage of the Inauguration of President 

Joseph Biden.  News Director Caleb Kuberiet hosted and asked questions before the ceremony 

to a roundtable of WRSU reporters. After the Inauguration, Caleb and the roundtable discussed 

the speech and its implications after the Capitol riots.

More Regular Programming:

The Veterans Corner – hosted each Wednesday from 12 to 1 pm by Navy Veteran and 

Rutgers ROTC Program Coordinator Dennis Penny – and co-hosted by student and current 

ROTC Member Sean Olsen – serves the Central Jersey veterans community and beyond with 

information on issues important to them – such as healthcare, education, employment 

opportunities, and more.  Long-time host and show founder Don Buzney stepped aside from the 

show at the end of 2020.  Among the weekly issues and topics covered on the show during this 

period:

Jan. 6 and 13:  No Shows - Winter Break 

Jan. 20:  Pre-empted for WRSU’s coverage of the Inauguration of President Joe Biden

Jan. 27 – Sean Olsen, USMC Veteran and Rutgers Student; Sean’s transition out of the 
Marine Corps and into civilian life; the path that brought him to Rutgers; his major and 
challenges he has faced as a non-traditional student; internship for the Rutgers Veterans House to 
help produce and Co-host “The Veteran’s Corner”; aspirations for what he wants to bring to the 



show; career aspirations upon graduation; the significance the Veteran’s community at Rutgers 
has had upon his academic success.

Feb. 3 – John Tansill, USMC (Retired), FDM Group; Recap of John’s 28-year career in the 
United Sates Marine Corps; command of 300 Marines in combat zone during Operation Desert 
Storm/Shield (Gulf War); work in the office of the Secretary of Defense; 13 years of work on 
Wall Street and transition into Head of Veteran Initiatives for the FDM Group; transferrable 
skills for veterans moving into civilian workplace; what FDM Group can do for veterans 
(training program).

Feb. 10 – Tom Sileo, Author, Rutgers Alum; Author of “8 Seconds of Courage”, “Brothers 
Forever”, “Fire in my Eyes”, and “Three Wise Men”; what made Tom chose Rutgers and what 
was his experience like as a student; what made him so interested in telling military stories; what 
was it like to work with a Medal of Honor recipient (Flo Groberg); focus on his newest book 
“Three Wise Men”, and what were those conversations with Beau Wise were like; receiving the 
Marine Corps Heritage Foundations General Oliver P. Smith Award for distinguished reporting; 
how is able to navigate such sensitive subjects and properly honor those who have served our 
country. 

Feb. 17 – Eric Brown, US Navy Veteran, New York Film Academy; Why did Eric chose the 
Navy and what attracted him to military service; deployment in support of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom; acting credits on the show “Castaways”, filmed in Indonesia; Senior Veterans Advisor 
at The New York Film Academy, assists the coordination of NYFA’s efforts to educate those 
currently
serving in the US military, veterans and family members, about the educational programs offered 
at the New York Film Academy; collaborates with “Hire Heroes USA” to host employment 
workshops for veterans.  

Feb. 24 – Sean Hoggs, US Air Force (Retired), Senior Aerospace Instructor North 
Burlington County Regional High School; Recap of education, Southern Illinois University, 
Oklahoma University; recap of Air Force career, basic training at Lackland Air Force Base in 
1988, received Presidential Military Outstanding Volunteer Service Medal; received the NAACP 
Lifetime Legacy Award; associate professor of aerospace studies at Rutgers University; 
anchoring national radio show “Let’s Talk About It”; life lessons he imparts on his students. 
Previously Recorded 3/11/20

Mar. 3 – Pre-empted: Women’s Soccer

Mar. 10 – Rutgers AFROTC Detachment 485, Major Joseph Severin, Cadet Steve Vander 
Meer, Cadet Jordyn Wright; Recap of Major Severin’s military career; what brought him back 
to New Jersey, his home state; how the foundation of the Space Force and its relation to the Air 
Force has affected recruitment; what attracted both cadets to the Air Force and why they chose to 
pursue careers as officers as opposed to enlisted; the challenges of day-to-day life as a USAF 
ROTC cadet; Cadet Vander Meer and Wright’s career aspirations upon receiving their 
commission; the impact the COVID-19 pandemic has had on all guests and their 
training/leadership.  



Mar. 17 – No Show:  Spring Break 

Mar. 24 – New Jersey Warriors Hockey Program for disabled veterans, President Ted 
Curtin, USMC Veteran and Rutgers Student Shane Paulan; New Jersey Warriors hockey 
program, a non-profit, volunteer-run program, affiliated with the NJ Devils, created to give our 
disabled US Military Veterans an opportunity to rehab through the exciting world of Ice Hockey; 
Ted’s interest and dedication to helping those who have served; recap of Shane’s time in the 
Marine Corps; playing other Warriors organizations and participating in a nationwide 
tournament in Las Vegas, NV; partnerships with USA Hockey, New Jersey Devils, Kyle 
Palmieri Foundation, Wounded Warriors Project, and many other corporate and community 
partners; the goal of the organization to give our countries veterans a sense of community 
through the amazing game of hockey.  

Mar. 31 – Yoshi Donato, US Army (Retired), Assistant Principal South Brunswick High 
School; Twenty years spent as an educator; Assistant Principal at South Brunswick High School; 
how the pandemic has affected Yoshi’s day-to-day experience and that of her students; plans 
moving forward with her career as an educator and how the pandemic will change things moving 
into the future; recap of 20 year US Army career and recent retirement; balancing civilian and 
military careers and tips for those attempting to do the same. 

Former WRSU News Director and recent alum Joey Bloch continued with the final few 

months of his public affairs/talk show “In The Middle,” airing Monday nights from 10-11 pm.  

The show ended its run in mid-March.  Topics included:

 January 4 – In the opening segment (20 minutes), WRSU Alumnus Joey Bloch 

interviewed Former New Jersey Governor Jim McGreevy (D) about his work with his 

organization, NJ Reentry and the Coronavirus Pandemic. He also touched upon key 

moments in the Governor Phil Murphy era and things happening in Washington D.C.  

The second segment featured Rutgers Political Science and Law Professor Jo-Leo 

Carney-Waterton talking about the election certification fight in Congress, and what it 

means for the Republican Party going forward (20 minutes).  The final segment was with 

Former Rutgers Republican Chairman Robbie Suriano where he shared his opinions on 

the Georgia Senate elections and President Trump’s weekend call to its Secretary of State 

Brad Raffensperger (20 minutes). 

 January 11 – The first half of the show focused on Former New Jersey 6th District GOP 

Congressional Candidate Christian Onouha’s analysis of the latest developments in the 



aftermath of the Insurrection of the Capital Building. Joey Bloch spoke on the phone with 

him as he told listeners his thoughts on what could have been going through the minds of 

the members of Congress there that day and how the GOP moves forward (30 minutes). 

The second segment lasted the remainder of the show, and included a panel discussion 

with Former RU Republican Chairman Robbie Suriano and Member of the RU 

Democrats Tobi Omotoso.  The discussion was about the possible impeachment of 

Donald Trump and Republicans moving away from the President. They also discussed 

the latest updates on the Capital Insurrection and their thoughts on it (30 minutes).

 January 18 –First 30 minutes featured Former Hillsborough Township Committee 

Candidate and Rutgers Public Health Law Professor David Brook (D). Joey Bloch talked 

to him about his COVID-19 diagnosis, why he decided to donate plasma and how he still 

has antibodies to give. The last 30 minutes were spent on Former RU Political Science 

and Law Professor Jo-Leo Carney-Waterton joining Joey to talk about the dueling 

President Trump’s Second Impeachment, what it means for both parties down the line, 

and if he can pardon himself.

 January 25 – Hirsh Singh (R), NJ Gubernatorial Candidate, came on the show to talk 

about why he’s running, his take on President Biden’s first week in office, and his current 

election lawsuit that he’s fighting in the Supreme Court. This went on for about 30 

minutes. NJ Gubernatorial Candidate Joseph Rudy Rullo (R) spoke with me about why 

he says there will be fraud during the primaries, his campaign and how he sees the GOP 

moving forward. This lasted for the remainder of the show.

 February 1- I started off interviewing with Former Somerset County Freeholder Brian 

Levine (R) to talk about his candidacy for NJ Governor. He also discussed the latest in 

Washington and Governor Murphy’s time in office. Finally, Former NJ-6 Congressional 

Candidate Christian Onuoha and the Vice President of the Piscataway Progressive 

Democratic Organization and cofounder of Voter Choice NJ Herb Tarbous joined me to 

discuss President Biden’s first full week in office.

 February 8- NJ-7 Congressional Candidate Dr. Rik Mehta (R) joined me to discuss the 

latest coming out of Washington and told me about his campaign. The Candidate also 

provided his take on Governor Murphy’s recent moves in the fight against COVID 

diagnosis and the GOP civil war going on in Congress. I discussed the GOP family feud 



in Congress and COVID Relief with Former RU GOP Chairman Robbie Suriano and 

New Brunswick Today Editor and Former New Brunswick Mayoral Candidate Charlie 

Kratovil. This included talking about what was in the proposed legislation and a preview 

of the Senate Impeachment Trial. 

 February 15- The first segment featured discussions with NJ-12 Congressional 

Candidate Darius Mayfield (R) (30 minutes). Mayfield talked about his candidacy and 

COVID-19. He also weighed in on the acquittal of Former President Trump by the 

Senate. Then, an interview was played with Former Rutgers Political Science and Law 

Professor Jo-Leo Carney-Waterton. Carney-Waterton joined me by phone to discuss the 

Senate Impeachment Trial and the biggest moments of it.

 February 22- The first segment was an interview with NJ Gubernatorial Candidate and 

Former State Assemblyman Jack Ciattarelli who discussed Governor Murphy’s handling 

of the Coronavirus pandemic as well as his time in office.  He also talked about his 

gubernatorial campaign (30 minutes). For the remainder of the show (30 minutes), 

Former RU GOP Chairman Robbie Suriano and RU Democrats Member Tobi Omotoso 

provided reaction to the death of Rush Limbaugh and the Biden CNN Town Hall.  

Robbie and Tobi also gave their take on the new Democratic Immigration Bill. Robbie 

said Texas Senator Ted Cruz (R) shouldn’t have gone to Cancun while his constituents 

were without power which Tobi agreed with. 

 March 1- For the start of the show, an interview was played with Patriot Party 

Gubernatorial Candidate David Winkler. The interview touched upon his desire to see 

Former President Trump’s policies dominate the Republican Party as well as his 

gubernatorial campaign. He specifically argued for the reform of the GOP and discussed 

COVID-19. He also gave his opinion of Governor Murphy and why he thinks he will be 

voted out of office in November. This lasted about 30 minutes. For the next segment, 

Former RU GOP Chair Robbie Suriano and RU Democrats Member Tobi Omotoso 

joined me by phone to discuss Donald Trump’s CPAC Speech which was his first public 

appearance since leaving office. Finally, we talked about President Biden’s COVID 

Relief Bill. This went on for 30 minutes. 

 March 8- The show started off with NJ Gubernatorial Candidate Phil Rizzo (R) joining 

the show over the phone to talk about how he would continue to combat COVID-19 as 



Governor and his recent entry into the race (30 minutes). He also touched upon Governor 

Murphy’s biggest moments so far in office. After the interview with Rizzo, Former NJ 6th 

District Congressional Christian Onuoha (R) and New Brunswick Today Editor and 

Former New Brunswick Mayoral Candidate Charlie Kratovil provided their thoughts on 

the latest updates of New York Governor Andrew Cuomo’s (D) sexual harassment 

allegations as well as the passing of the COVID Relief Bill in the Senate and what they 

believe this will mean for the American People (30 minutes).  Charlie also said that 

Cuomo needs to resign and Christian accused Democrats of sticking with him for 

financial purposes. 

 March 15- Joey spoke with NJ 16th Legislative District Assemblyman Andrew Zwicker 

(D) regarding his run for the State Senate, his Early Voting Bill and the Coronavirus. 

They also touched upon Governor Murphy’s performance in the executive branch and his 

reelection chances. This comes as Zwicker tries to win a seat that has been held by 

Republicans for about a century. Zwicker mentioned that he thinks Murphy will win 

reelection citing his leadership during the pandemic. This went on for 30 minutes. Former 

RU GOP Chairman Robbie Suriano and RU Democrats Member Tobi Omotoso joined 

the conversation to talk about more women coming forward against New York Governor 

Andrew Cuomo (D), Biden’s first prime time address as well as the signing of the 

COVID Relief Bill. Both of them agreed that New York Governor Andrew Cuomo’s 

sexual harassment allegations were not good for him. This lasted for 30 minutes. 

New programming:

WRSU added a new bi-weekly program to the schedule this year, a RutgersCast podcast 

called “On the Pandemic,” where university experts and leaders in health examine the critical 

challenges faced in the state’s recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic.  The podcast drops every 

other Wednesday, and WRSU airs the show the next day (Thursdays).  Following are the guests 

and topics:

 January 13 - Episode 1, Statewide Vaccine Distribution and Safety:  In this premiere 

episode, Rutgers’ Mary O’Dowd speaks with Dr. Eddy Bresnitz, Medical Advisor for the 

NJDOH COVID-19 Response, to bring us a revealing look at the current distribution of 



the game-changing vaccine (43 min).  The podcast was recorded on Monday, January 11. 

Since the recording, New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy announced an expansion of those 

currently eligible for COVID19 vaccination.

 January 27 – Episode 2, Impact of the COVID10 on our Health Care/Public Health 

Workforce:  This week, we explore vaccinations, the impact of the pandemic on our 

health care workers, and the surge in interest in health care education. Rutgers’ Mary 

O'Dowd joins expert faculty members Dean Robert Johnson and researcher Emily Barrett 

for this lively discussion (28 min).

 February 10 – Episode 3, Life on Campus:  Tune in to learn about Rutgers' experience 

during the pandemic and the tools and strategies being used to keep the university 

community safe. Mary Marchetta O'Dowd is joined by Drs. Vicente Gracias and Melodee 

Lasky, who have been leading the COVID-19 clinical and health policy programs for 

testing, contact tracing, and vaccinations (24 min).

 February 24 – Episode 4, Emotional Impact and Resiliency:  Rutgers' experts discuss 

the emotional impact and mental health toll of the pandemic on us, our families, and our 

communities, and what  strategies we can use to build resiliency (40 min).

 March 10 – Episode 5, A Year of Reflection and a Vision for the Future:  New Jersey 

Commissioner of Health Judith Persichilli and host Mary  Marchetta O’Dowd reflect on 

the first anniversary of the COVID-19  pandemic and discuss New Jersey’s investment in 

the infrastructure of  public health and planning for the future.

 March 24 – Episode 6, Trust: How It Affects Testing and Vaccinations:  Host Mary 

O’Dowd discusses the issues of trust and how it affects testing and vaccinations for 

COVID-19 with Shawna Hudson, Professor and Research Division Chief, Department of 

Family Medicine and Community Health, Robert Wood Johnson Medical School, and 

Robert Atkins, Director, New Jersey Health Initiatives, Robert Wood Johnson 

Foundation, and Associate Professor of Nursing and Childhood Studies, Rutgers 

University-Camden.

WRSU’s weekly sports show “The WRSU Crew” aired Monday-Thursday from 6-8 pm 

and Fridays 4-6 pm.  It covers a wide variety of issues facing sports teams and the athletic 

department as a whole.  The show continues to focus on Rutgers athletics as well as a wide range 



of professional sports, and includes interviews with notables players, coaches and other figures 

in the Rutgers Athletics community.

Some of WRSU’s Sunday ethnic programming continued on a limited schedule, 

including the Voice of Ireland from 5-7 pm, New Dawn from 7-9 pm, and Power of Gospel from 

9-11 pm. 


