
Issues & Programs – January through March, 2020 (1st Quarter)

Regular Programming

The WRSU News department airs daily newscasts weekdays during the 

school year at the following times:

 Monday thru Thursday on the morning show “RU Awake?” at 8:30, 9:00 

and 9:30 am

 Monday thru Friday at noon

 Monday thru Thursday at 10 pm

During the semester, University, local, state, national and international events 

are covered, with a particular focus on Rutgers-related news.  News also covers 

any crime alerts and urgent public safety messages issued by the Rutgers 

University Police Department.  

Newscasts were on hiatus for much of January, due to Winter Break.  Newscasts 

again went on hiatus in mid-March due to the campus shutdown at Rutgers in the 

midst of the COVID-19 pandemic.  Upon returning to campus, specific issues and 

stories covered by WRSU News this quarter during newscasts included:

 January 21: Northwestern University Provost Jonathan Holloway is set to 

be named the next President of Rutgers. This will make him the first black 



president of Rutgers. The Board of Governors is expected to make it official 

this morning. 

 January 22:  The Rutgers Board of Governors appoints Jonathan Holloway 

to be the next president of the University. This marks the first time an 

African American was selected for this position. Holloway’s term begins 

July 1st. 

 January 23:  Rutgers researchers lead the discovery of potential treatment 

to prevent Duchenne muscular dystrophy- related heart disease. The team 

looks to develop drugs to combat the protein causing the disease, Connexin-

43. Hannah Varkey reports on a young girl starting a fundraising campaign 

for The Cardiac Neuroscience Lab on Busch Campus.  Anika Gamburg 

raised $1,000 for the lab in honor of her 10th Birthday. 

 January 27: Rutgers researchers develop a way to make biofuel production 

more sustainable. They found the use of ammonia-salts in the treatment 

method speeds up the process of dissolving cellulose. Also, RUPA turns 

Alexander Library into a mini-golf course for their event, ‘Mini Golf: Down 

the Rabbit Hole’. The event included an Alice in Wonderland theme with 

colorful clubs, mock tails and sandwiches as well as sand art. Rutgers 

Students react to the death of Kobe Bryant.  WRSU News Reporter Tommy 

Watters went out on the streets and talked to students about their opinions of 

Bryant’s sudden passing. 

 January 28:  RU offers a new Holocaust studies minor for fall 2020. The 

program will have interaction with multiple departments including Jewish 

Studies, History, and Sociology. A new food truck opens on campus. Three 

Chilies serves tacos with “international flair.” RU Engineering Sophomore 

Varun Jinkachinna dies after battling cancer. Jinkachinna was a North 

Brunswick resident and specialized in electrical and computer engineering. 



 January 29:  The University apologizes for incorrectly announcing the date 

of a student’s death. In a University-wide email, Student Affairs Vice-

Chancellor Salvador Mena said the student passed on December 8th when in 

reality, it was on the 5th. The City of New Brunswick asks RU to adhere to a 

2002 site plan calling for 24 hour access to a passageway cutting across the 

Child Health Institute of New Jersey. The University only has it open during 

daylight hours. Jade Stepeney reports on the Sankranti Kite Festival on 

Livingston Campus. The festival is a celebration of Indian tradition and was 

held by the Rutgers YUVA in honor of the holiday, Sankranti . Chris 

Tsakonas reports on Rutgers Athletics Director Pat Hobbs seeing a new 

opportunity for Scarlet Knights with the appointment of Jonathan Holloway 

as RU President.  Hobbs says Holloway will support the recent investments 

made in the athletic department, and his leadership could bolster private 

fundraising for more athletic projects. Elliot Lewandowski reports on 

Rutgers’ Climate Action Plan task force releasing a report outlining 18-

month process to access Carbon-neutrality practices at the University. The 

plan includes adding more faculty and students to the task force as well as 

engaging the university community at large. 

 January 30: Rutgers Students express their opinions on Holloway being 

appointed as President of RU. Some claim it’s a reflection of diversity on 

campus, while others say they are looking at his past credentials. Julia 

D’Aguanno reports on the Rutgers Cultural Center Collaborative’s MLK 

Oratorical Competition.  The contest required participants to deliver a 3-5 

minute speech based on a MLK quote. The competition served as part of the 

Collaborative’s 4th Annual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Dream Week.  

 February 3:  Caleb Kuberiet reports on vegan activists protesting outside 

Starbucks at the Yard. Members of People for the Ethical Treatment of 



Animals PETA protest the uptick in the price of plant-based milk. Jade 

Stepeney reports on Sunday Brunch being served at the College Ave Cafe. 

This comes as the café enters its third week in business. 

 February 4: The mother of a Rutgers student, Kenneth Patterson who got 

hit by a train while walking home from a frat party sues the University, 

RUPD and the fraternity who held it. In the lawsuit, she is claiming 

wrongful death and that the University and RUPD failed to implement 

effective public safety measures. RU Camden Alumna Nancy Shuman 

donates $250,000 dollar gift to make an endowment for Childhood Studies. 

Shuman says she hopes this will provide momentum to the department and 

allow it to do good work for kids’ lives. Melina Zevallos reports on the Fifth 

and Sixth Ward Association planning its next move to oppose the sale of the 

Lincoln Annex School at the group’s most recent meeting. In attendance 

were Fifth and Sixth Ward Residents, Lincoln Annex students and their 

parents, along with Rutgers Students and Staff. The group plan to march on 

February 18th at the Rutgers Board of Governors Meeting. RU Men’s 

Basketball suspends Jacob Young after DUI arrest. RUPD pulled over and 

charged him with DUI and reckless driving along with other offenses.

 February 5:  RU Men’s Basketball coach Steve Pikiell disappointed by 

Jacob Young’s suspension. Pikiell has not laid out timeline for return. NB 

Mayor Jim Cahill announcing plans to build new school in place of Lincoln 

Annex. The proposed school would be built on Jersey Avenue. Tommy 

Watters reports on Still Waters an Anti-Trafficking talk highlighting its 

effects on immigration. The human trafficking discussion was held at the 

Civic Square Building. Elliot Lewandowski reports on the Rutgers Climate 

Sustainability Town Hall which was an event where students gave feedback 

of the University can be more environmentally friendly. The RU 



Administration also gave an update on the current state of Sustainability at 

the University.

 February 6:  Caleb Kuberiet reports on Professor Saladin Ambar’s book 

talk at the Eagleton Institute of Politics discussing his latest, Reconsidering 

American Political Thought: A New Identity. Samiha Charles reports on the 

International Youth and Students for Social Equality holds a public meeting 

at the Mabel Smith Douglass Library opposing war against Iran. The 

gathering was inspired by the U.S. Air Strike on Iran ordered by President 

Trump in January that killed Qasem Soleimani. The group also discussed the 

spread of socialism and improvements for the working class in addition to 

anti-war efforts.

 February 7:  Hannah Varkey reports Rutgers Researchers, along with 

Scripps Research find a drug to possibly subside symptoms of Parkinson’s 

disease. The team discovered a compound that reduces a-synuclein levels 

called Synucleozid. A-synclein is what causes Parkinson’s when it 

accumulates abnormally in brain cells.

 February 10:  Joey Bloch reports on Muslims for Peace, Incorporated 

holding the fourteenth annual Interfaith Prophet Muhammad Conference at 

the Busch Student Center. Michigan Congresswoman Rashida Talib (D) 

spoke and encountered a protester who accused her of Anti-Semitism. 

Rutgers Alum Omar Holman hosts Late Knight Open Mic. The event took 

place at the Livingston Student Center.

 February 11: Rutgers announces launch of new website on Sexual 

Harassment Prevention and Culture Change.  It includes various reports on 

in society and culture. Former Rutgers Football Player Kenny Britt gets 

arrested for possession of Marijuana less than 50 grams. He was issued a 

summons as well as being charged with possession of a controlled dangerous 



substance in a motor vehicle and obstructing passage of other cars. Melina 

Zevallos reports on the Coalition to Defend the Lincoln Annex School 

holding a meeting to rally the community opposing its sale to Robert Wood 

Johnson. The coalition plans to march on the Board of Governors Meeting 

on February 18th. Rutgers National Black Law Students Associate Pre Law 

Division hosts a forum discussing issues of love, relationships and marriage 

facing the African American LGBTQ+ Community. The discussion 

addressed racial laws about love and marriage and the event took place at the 

Livingston Student Center.

 February 12:  Former Employee sues Rutgers for subjection to dangerous 

chemicals.  In the lawsuit, Chemistry department employee Jacob 

Moskowitz says despite advising the university to pursue safer alternatives, 

he was exposed to the chemicals anyways causing him to develop two major 

seizures and extreme anxiety. Three New Brunswick Board of Education 

candidates announce runs in this year’s race. Jerry Mercado, Reggie Parker, 

and Lindy Stork are running on the #StudentsFirst Ticket. The ticket aims to 

stop the sale of the Lincoln Annex School to Robert Wood Johnson 

University Hospital. Nicole Barona reports on Johnson and Johnson 

announcing the development of a Coronavirus vaccine. The company will be 

using the same technical methods utilized for the Ebola vaccine. The plan is 

to begin testing by the end of the year.

 February 13: A Rutgers research team finds gender bias in how different 

jobs are portrayed online. The Rutgers study analyzed online photos for a 

librarian, nurse, computer programmer and civil engineer. Ryan Margolis 

reports on The RU President’s Task Force on Carbon Neutrality and Climate 

Resilience holding a climate change town hall. The town hall provided a 

forum where the task force could talk about the effects of pollution and gas 



emissions while also discuss how the University is combating Climate 

Change. Earth and Planetary Professor Robert Kopp says Rutgers is behind 

but a plan is being put in place to work on it for the next ten years.

 February 14: Elaina Francis reports on a Rutgers Students being undecided 

about Governor Murphy’s time in office. The findings conclude that many 

students are uninformed about Murphy’s Administration with some only 

knowing what they saw on social media. One person said they voted for him 

even though they didn’t know much about him. Tommy Watters reports on 

Rutgers research showing how the opioid epidemic is affecting rural areas. 

The study finds these areas are hit hard and it’s because of a lack of 

resources and access to proper medical equipment.

 February 17: Rutgers New Jersey Medical School Pathology Professor 

Norman Ende sues the University for Age Discrimination. In the suit, he 

claims RU put him on mandatory medical leave after he collapsed due to 

dehydration on January 6th. Rutgers says the collapse was one of several 

incidents. Julia D’Aguanno reports on University Student Involvement’s 

Valentine’s Day date night Comedy Improve Show. The Mission 

IMPROVable Comedy Team headlined the event and it involved them being 

agents while the audience were co-agents with show continuing on to 

everyone acting out random scenarios.

 February 18: A new study by Rutgers researchers finds abused children are 

23 percent more likely to sustain a fingertip injury before the age of 12. The 

researchers went through the medical records of over 79,000 children in a 

New York database. While they aren’t sure as to exactly why this is 

happening, the team concludes sings of fingertip injury is a decent guage for 

childhood abuse. Rutgers names Lester Holt as the 2020 commencement 

speaker. Holt serves as the anchor for NBC Nightly News and Dateline 



NBC. He will also be awarded honorary degree as part of the ceremony. 

News Reporter Jade Stepeney reports on Rutgers Camden Chancellor 

Phoebe Haddon stepping down. Haddon will be returning to the faculty as a 

law professor on July 1st. Opponents of the Lincoln Annex School sale 

protest at the Rutgers Board of Governors Meeting. The speakers included 

New Brunswick Today Editor Charlie Kratovil, AAUP-AFT Treasurer 

David Hughes, among others marking the most speakers at a Board of 

Governors meeting.

 February 19: Tommy Watters reports on Governor Murphy unveiling new 

ethics reform bill here at Rutgers. The new ethics legislation seeks to subject 

lawmakers to the state’s open records law, tighten lobbying registration 

requirements, and require bills be posted online for at least three days before 

getting a vote. 

 February 20: Julia D’Aguanno reports on the New Brunswick City Council 

discussing the replacement of the Lincoln Annex School at their most recent 

meeting. The council proposed 131 Jersey Avenue as the sight for the new 

school but they said further discussion is needed. Samiha Charles reports on 

Rutgers Public Health researchers finding that sexually active minority men 

are unaware of the risks of HPV infections and need for vaccinations. This is 

according to a study put out by the Center for Health, Identity, Behavior and 

Prevention Studies (CHIBPS) saying minority men in their early 20s are 

uneducated about the dangers.

 February 21: Connor Cullinane reports on Rutgers researchers finding 

higher use of e-cigarettes among teenagers. The researchers surveyed over 

4,000 high schoolers and found many believed there was a difference 

between Juuls and e-cigs leading the team to think this may be a possible 

reason for the rise. Melina Zevallos reports on the Rutgers Latin American 

https://sph.rutgers.edu/centers/chibps/
https://sph.rutgers.edu/centers/chibps/


Student Association hosting a Valentines themed game show based of the 

TV program, 12 Corazones. The participants competed in a series of fun, 

valentines-themed games to win a cash prize, and a date.

 February 24: Rutgers Police Department investigates criminal sexual 

contact case where the RU affiliated victim was touched without consent by 

a man who offered her a ride home in her vehicle. The incident occurred 

around Easton Avenue and Hamilton Street. The tenth annual TedXRutgers 

conference takes place at the Livingston Student Center. This year’s theme 

was “dark room” symbolizing key moments in the speakers’ lives which 

included students, business leaders, and other prominent figures. Rutgers 

New Jersey Medical School conducts clinical trials with possible cure for 

HIV. The Clinical Research Center enrolls 3800 HIV-negative individuals in 

first Phase 3 vaccine efficacy trial in over a decade. RU Students react to 

Governor Murphy’s Cancer Diagnosis. A majority of students see an 

opportunity to de-stigmatize medicinal marijuana and legalize recreational 

use in the state.

 February 25: The Rutgers Eagleton Institute of Politics hosts the Science 

and Politics Workshop featuring UPenn Professor Jonathan Moreno 

discussing gene editing and bioethics. Rutgers’s Edward J. Bloustein School 

of Planning and Public Policy Associate Professor T. Patrick Hill and 

Distinguished Neuroscience Professor Wise Young also spoke at the event. 

Emmett Till’s Cousin, Rev. Wheeler Parker Jr., speaks about his life at the 

New Brunswick Theological Seminary. The hosts include the departments of 

American Studies and History, Criminal Justice Program, Africana studies, 

Douglass Residential College and the Paul Robeson Cultural Center. Elaina 

Francis reports on RU Students’ mixed feelings about Coronavirus 

potentially spreading to America. Some Students are concerned while others 



think it’ll be under control if it comes to the U.S. Joey Bloch reports on a 

new report showing Rutgers leading the pack in supporting low income 

students. The American Talent Institute Report cites the University 

admitting and graduating more underprivileged kids, first generation 

students and those in underrepresented groups than other college in the 

coalition. New Brunswick Today Editor Charlie Kratovil gets thrown out of 

the Board of Education’s meeting for going over time during his speech. 

Journalism and Media Studies Professor Juan Gonzalez says a local Latino 

group threatens to sue as a result.

 February 26: Former Rutgers cancer researcher James Goydos pleads guilty 

to charges related to filming women in a hospital bathroom. He was found 

guilty in Middlesex County Superior Court of impersonation, burglary, 

official misconduct, possession of an assault weapon and two counts of 

computer theft. Samiha Charles reports on Rutgers continuing with Geek 

Week by CDW-G hosting the Digital Transformation Expo. Guest speakers 

included those from companies like Intel AI, Dell and tabling from Valence 

and RU Makerspace. Julia D’Aguanno reports on Paul Quinn College 

President Michael Sorrell speaking in the Samuel Dewitt Proctor Lecture 

Series about the future of higher education in the U.S. Sorrell spoke to the 

crowd about the structure behind providing students with the necessary tools 

to be able to achieve in the workforce.

 February 27: Rutgers students react to Lester Holt being named 2020 

Commencement Speaker. Many look forward to his speech while others 

haven’t thought about it. New Brunswick Today Editor Charlie Kratovil 

open to another mayoral run. In an interview on Knightbeat, he said he’s not 

ruling it out and enjoyed it the last time despite losing by a large margin to 

Mayor Jim Cahill in 2018.



 February 28: Tommy Watters reports on Rutgers hosting Intersex Activist 

Dr. Georgiann Davis talking about her experiences as part of her Body 

Positivity Project. She says doctors shouldn’t be removing kids’ genitalia. 

Lisa Kaari reports on Rutgers Hebrew Club hosting activist and 

photojournalist Noam Bedein lecturing about the Dead Sea Revival Project. 

Bedein says it’s important to educate the world about the history and beauty 

of the Dead Sea in order to preserve for future generations. Scientists predict 

the Dead Sea will continue shrinking at its current rate.

 March 2: Governor Murphy unveils plan to make RU along with other state 

universities tuition-free. The Program, “The Garden State Guarantee”, would 

allow low-income students to attend eligible public institutions free of 

charge. RU redesigns its website for the first time in six years. Senior Brand 

and Marketing Director Rebecca Boucher says it’s expected to go live 

sometime this week. Ryan Margolis reports on the Students First Board of 

Education Candidates and New Brunswick Today Editor Charlie Kratovil 

discussing the Lincoln Annex School sale at their campaign event. 

Candidate Linda Stork says they will continue to fight for the student body 

of the school. Lisa Kaari reports on RU canceling study abroad programs 

due to Coronavirus concerns for the rest of the semester. RU President 

Robert Barchi informed the University community via email and will 

announce a decision on summer and fall study abroad programs in the 

coming weeks. The addition of the Buell apartments causes eligibility for 

on-campus housing to change. This results in those with low lottery numbers 

and enough seniority points to secure premium on-campus lodging. RU 

Athletics Chief Financial official Mike Szul faces two formal complaints by 

six employees accusing him of bullying and creating hostility in the 

workplace. He was also alleged to have racially discriminated one of the 



employees. The University says they are investigating it but has not found 

any evidence these accusations are true.

 March 3: Nicole Barona reports on Rutgers students reacting to Governor 

Murphy’s new proposed program offering free reduced or free college 

tuition for low income families. They seem to like the plan, however, some 

were skeptical about the impact it would have on out-of-state students who 

will face more competition from New Jersey residents. Melina Zevallos 

reports Opponents of the Lincoln Annex School sale planning their next 

move at the Fifth and Sixth Ward Association Meeting after new evidence 

released makes the proposed site for a replacement look unsatisfactory. The 

meeting resulted in them planning at the Board of Education Budget 

Meeting. 

 March 4: A Rutgers graduate, current student win Luce Scholarships to 

work in Asia. Both of them are among 18 Luce Scholars chosen out of 165 

applicants.  Chris Tsakonas reports on the incoming Mason Gross Dean 

Jason Geary laying out his priorities for the next academic year. He says he 

is looking to facilitate more collaboration among the departments within the 

Mason Gross School of the Arts. Tommy Watters reports on Rutgers Global 

hosting the Global Spring Festival. The Festival serves as a celebration of 

the coming spring through different lenses of various cultures. The cultures 

included Chinese, Vietnamese and Italian. The Rutgers Women’s Golf team 

cancels their road trip to Mexico this month due to Coronavirus concerns, 

marking the first athletic group on-campus to do so. This comes after RU 

cancelled all University-sponsored international travel.

 March 5: The Eagleton Institute of Politics’ Center for Youth Political 

Participation announces national expansion of RU Ready initiative when 

there’s an uptick in young voter engagement nationwide. The initiative is set 



to launch this spring with visits to Drew University and the Annette Strauss 

Institute for Civic Life at the University of Texas at Austin. Melina Zevallos 

reports on the Save our School movement coming to Rutgers discussing 

future plans. Lincoln Annex parents, local activists, RU students and 

professors were in attendance. The planning session being held at the Center 

for Latino Arts and Culture was a push by the group to get more RU students 

involved with the movement. Julia D’Aguanno reports on former 

Congressman Joseph Dioguardi coming to Rutgers talking to students about 

his Albanian heritage and time in office. He discussed his life as well as 

successful steps he took in his career and how his time in the House helped 

him change the conflict in the Balkin’s. Elaina Francis reports on New 

Jersey confirming its second presumptive case of Coronavirus in 

Englewood. The patient was treated at Englewood Health and released after 

treatment. They are in self quarantine and following CDC protocols.

 March 9: Joey Bloch reports on Rutgers COVID-19 Task Force launching a 

website amid concerns over the virus. It will include important 

developments, guidance, and actions Rutgers community members can take 

associated with Coronavirus. Rutgers President Robert Barchi mobilizes take 

force to coordinate the University’s response to COVID-19. Rutgers Chief 

Operating Officer Tony Calcado will lead the effort and make decisions 

regarding operating decisions. New Brunswick officials identify alternate 

site for Lincoln Annex School replacement. New site is a 4 acre site on 50 

Jersey Avenue. Joey Bloch reports on NJ 6th District’s Rep. Frank Pallone 

(D) announcing new measures congress is taking to address COVID-19 at 

The Rutgers School of Public Health. The congressman is pushing Paid Sick 

Leave for those affected by the virus. Attendees also included State Senator 

Bob Smith along with some Rutgers officials. RU President Robert Barchi 



announces all instructors are expected to create plans for remote learning. 

Faculty must submit plans to their department chairs by next Wednesday and 

be ready to go by the following Monday.

 March 10: The Coalition to Defend Lincoln Annex School receives a report 

from the New Jersey Department of Environmental protection to an Opening 

Public Records Act Request. The documents spanning hundreds of pages 

highlight problems with the proposed Jersey Avenue locations for the school 

such as contaminants about safe levels. Rutgers University Dance Marathon 

announces this year’s competition is canceled due to the Coronavirus 

outbreak. Organizers say they will put together a “modified celebration” 

virtually. Samiha Charles reports on Mason Gross Music Education graduate 

Student Nicholas Howard teaching kids in Shanghai virtually who are 

quarantined with Coronavirus. Applying methods from Rutgers Arts Online, 

he educates students grades 1-12 allowing them flexibility while also staying 

safe. Chris Tsakonas reports on RU announcing all classes will be online for 

two weeks after spring break due to Coronavirus. Any extracurricular events 

involving more than 15 people are canceled until at least April 15th.

 March 11: Rutgers closes on-campus housing amid Coronavirus concerns. 

This will stay in effect until April 3rd pending further review. RU Athletics 

announces all on-campus sporting events will be held without spectators 

through April 3rd. All tickets for these events will be refunded. Chris 

Tsakonas reports on RU announcing deal creating master plan for upgrading 

facilities. The plan includes a new football practice field house and a 

potential renovation of the RAC. The details including cost and timeline are 

unknown. 

 March 12: Rutgers urges off campus students to leave if possible. The 

University says it would be a good idea for social distancing and Dining 



services and Transportation will likely be reduced in the coming weeks. 

Maram Farag reports on Rutgers students reacting to the University moving 

all classes online. There are mixed reactions to the move with some saying 

it’s a good idea, others think not so much and then those who believe it’s the 

right thing but it won’t make a difference. 

The News Department’s weekly public affairs show, “Knightbeat,” was  

heard each Wednesday from 10-11 pm during the school year, beginning the first 

Wednesday after Martin Luther King Day.  However, due to the campus shutdown, 

special editions of the show were held for a few weeks in mid-March, with the 

show soon returning “on tape” and live “via remote.”   The show was hosted by 

WRSU News Director Joey Bloch, as well as Caleb Kubereit.  

NOTE:  All programs originally ran at 10 pm on Wednesday, unless otherwise 

noted in bold at the start of each entry.  Several episodes from Mid-March onward 

were re-broadcast, and the dates and times are noted following each entry.

 January 22 – In the opening segment (10 minutes), WRSU News Director 

Joey Bloch interviewed Vice President of Academic Affairs and Search 

Committee member Barbra Lee to gain insight into the decision of choosing 

Northwestern Provost Jonathan Holloway as the next President of Rutgers. 

She also touched upon Holloway’s plans for Rutgers and how she thinks 

he’ll do.  The second segment was an interview with Former Daily 

Northwestern Editor-in-chief Alan Perez about the job Holloway has done at 

his college and how he thinks he’ll do at Rutgers (10 minutes). Also, Joey 

talked to New Jersey Politics Professor Adam Zellner about Former State 

Assemblyman Jack Ciaterrelli announcing his gubernatorial run and his 

thoughts of Governor Murphy’s State of the State Address. The final 



segment featured Rutgers College Republican Chairman Robert Suriano and 

WRSU News Reporter Sachin Goradia to talk about the interview with 

Zellner, and how they felt about Murphy’s State of the State Address (20 

minutes). The both of them provided insight into each of these stories with 

Sachin giving firsthand knowledge of reporting on it while Robbie gave 

commentary.

 January 29 – The first 20 minutes focused on vaping expert and Associate 

Professor at the Center for Tobacco Studies and the Rutgers School of 

Public Health Kevin Schroth about the health effects of e-cigs. Joey Bloch 

spoke on the phone with him about how this is affecting college students. It 

was followed by a discussion with the Daily Targum Opinions Editor Jake 

McGowan and Daily Targum Columnist Kaan Jon Boztepe about Governor 

Murphy’s recent ban on the sale of flavored vape products. They debated the 

ban as well as how it affects people’s health and students overall on-campus 

(20 minutes). The final segment lasted the 20 minutes, and included WRSU 

News Reporter Connor Cullinane revealing his findings after talking with 

several Rutgers students about what they think about Murphy’s recent ban 

and vaping products in general. Many students were found to be in favor of 

vaping products but many were not even aware of the ban and those who did 

were not fans of it. This lasted for the remainder of the show.

 February 5 –First 20 minutes featured Former Trump Veteran’s Affairs 

Secretary David Schulkin. Joey Bloch talked to him about healthcare, the 

Senate acquittal, and Today’s political climate. For the next 20 minutes, we 

discussed the political developments of the week including the Iowa 

Caucuses, State of the Union Address, and Senate Acquittal of President 

Trump with our political panel of RU Democrats member Tobi Omotoso and 

RU Republicans Chairman Robbie Suriano. The last 20 minutes were spent 



taking calls from listeners to get their thoughts on this week’s political 

developments.

 February 12 – Political Science Professor Jo-Leo Carney-Waterton came on 

the show to talk about the New Hampshire Presidential Primary (20 

minutes). Chairman of the Rutgers College Republicans Robert Suriano and 

Caleb spoke with us about what they thought of Carney-Waterton’s 

interview as well as where the race stands (20 minutes). Following a 

discussion, came listener phone calls, many of whom seemed to have diverse 

opinions on the presidential race (20 minutes). For calls, we had the panel 

and we also took some tweets as well.

 February 19- We started off with an interview with Assistant Rutgers New 

Jersey Medical School Professor David Cennimo to talk about Coronavirus. 

Cennimo gave a basic rundown of the virus and how he thinks the it’s going 

to progress (20 minutes). Then, Daily Targum Columnist Neha Saju joined 

us in-studio to discuss bias related incidents and racist discrimination of 

international students due to COVID-19 (20 minutes). Finally, we talked to 

WRSU News Reporter Melina Zevallos about the selling of Lincoln Annex 

School in downtown New Brunswick. We mentioned what WRSU News has 

been covering and what could happen next in the fight for Lincoln Annex. 

Caleb also joined in on the conversation and this lasted for 20 minutes.

 February 26- We began the episode by talking to New Brunswick Today 

Editor Charlie Kratovil about leading the charge against the selling of the 

Lincoln Annex School. Throughout the interview, Joey Bloch asked him 

about a number of subjects including the origins of the sale, how he’s lead 

the fight and whether he will run for Mayor of New Brunswick again among 

other topics (20 minutes). Then, our reporters Melina Zevallos and Chris 

Tsakonas alongside WRSU Assistant News Director Caleb Kuberiet talked 



about the different stories they have covered involving the selling of Lincoln 

Annex School (20 minutes). They also gave reaction to what Kratovil just 

said to Joey. Lastly, we did a call-in segment for our listeners to discuss the 

Lincoln Annex situation with Kratovil and our WRSU News Reporters (20 

minutes).

 March 4- The first segment featured discussion on the Study Abroad 

Program being cancelled by Rutgers due to Coronavirus (20 minutes). We 

talked to Rutgers student Danny Hayes who studied abroad in Italy and 

Rutgers student Rachelle Cha who was waiting to hear if her study abroad 

trip had been cancelled for the summer. Both guests expressed 

disappointment but understood the risks if the University didn’t act. Rachelle 

said the University hasn’t been communicating with her well on the fate of 

her trip. Then, WRSU News Reporter Melina Zevallos talked about the 

selling of the Lincoln Annex School and latest developments in that story 

(20 minutes). Finally, they played WRSU News Reporter Ryan Margolis’s 

interview with Incoming Mason Gross Dean Jason Geary (20 minutes).

 March 11- The first segment was an interview the Head of the Rutgers 

COVID-19 Task Force and RU Executive Vice-President and COO Antonio 

Calcado discussing the Coronavirus situation at the University and his 

justification for implementing online classes for the rest of the spring 

semester (20 minutes). For the remainder of the show (40 minutes), WRSU 

News Reporter Melina Zevallos and Assistant WRSU News Director Caleb 

Kuberiet provided reaction on the interview with Calcado. We also played 

an interview with Congressman Frank Pallone (D) from New Jersey’s 6th 

district after the presser he did updating the public on the federal 

government’s response to Coronavirus. Caleb and Melina gave their take on 



what they heard. They also took calls and tweets from listeners about their 

concerns about the virus. 

 Monday, March 16, 6 pm - For the start of the show, we spoke to physician 

and CEO at MD1 Dr. Mark Merlin giving our listeners an overview of the 

COVID-19 pandemic. This included symptoms of the Coronavirus as well as 

how listeners can protect themselves from getting it. After it concluded, an 

interview was conducted by Joey Bloch with My Central Jersey.com 

Reporter Bob Makin. The interview touched upon on- campus students and 

possible reimbursement for the rest of the semester. This lasted about 30 

minutes. For the next segment, WRSU News Reporter Chris Tsakonas 

talked to the newest radio voice of the Los Angeles Clippers Noah Eagle 

about the NBA suspending its season. After the interview, Tsakonas joined 

us with his reaction. This went on for 20 minutes. Finally, we played an 

interview with Cinema Studies Professor Albert Nigrin and COVID-19’s 

effect on Hollywood. Afterwards, Caleb provided reaction to this as well as 

the latest headlines regarding the pandemic. This final part of the show 

lasted 10 minutes.  (Rebroadcast on Wednesday, 6/18 at 10 pm)

 Thursday, March 19, 6 pm - The show started off with New Brunswick 

Mayor Jim Cahill joining the show over the phone to give his reaction to the 

Coronavirus outbreak (20 minutes). He talked about New Brunswick’s 

response to the virus as well as touching upon the latest in the sale of the 

Lincoln Annex School. After the interview with Cahill, we talked to Rutgers 

School of Nursing Clinical Professor and Associate Dean of Global Health 

Suzanne Willard to answer general questions about COVID-19 (20 minutes). 

Finally, we discussed mental health during quarantine with Professor Elissa 

Kozlov and ended with WRSU News Reporter Chris Tsakonas’s reaction to 



the latest Coronavirus headlines (20 minutes).  (Rebroadcast on Saturday, 

March 21 at 9 am)

 March 25- The first 20 minutes was dedicated to WRSU News Reporter 

Chris Tsakonas discussing food insecurity Off-Campus Living and 

Community Partnerships Director Kerrie Wilson. Wilson said the Rutgers 

Food Pantry is still operating out of the Graduate Student Lounge but 

working under social distancing guidelines. She also said they are in need of 

donations since they have seen a decrease since the start of the pandemic. In 

the remaining 40 minutes, Caleb reported on the University moving to 

online classes by talking to Rutgers English Professor Richard Miller and 

Rutgers Junior Jasmine Davis. Davis is also an off-campus student who 

decided to stay in the New Brunswick area despite warnings from the 

University to leave. She spoke at great length about her experiences during 

these times.  (Rebroadcast on Saturday, March 28 at 9 am)

WRSU also aired special broadcasts of key statewide events.  On January 

14th, from 2:50-5 pm, WRSU aired Governor Murphy’s State of the State 

Address. The broadcast was anchored by WRSU Assistant News Director Ryan 

Margolis, WRSU News Reporters Connor Cullinane and Sachin Goradia. The 

team provided insight into what was happening in the Assembly chambers prior 

to the speech as well as describing the circumstances it was being delivered in. 

In his State of the State Address, Murphy touted his accomplishments while 

also proposing new goals he wants to accomplish. This included the 

Millionaire’s Tax and proposing plans to change the culture in Trenton. After 

the speech, Ryan highlighted some key moments within the speech as well as 

analyzed the overall speech. Connor talked to State Senator Bob Smith (D) who 

represents New Jersey’s 17th Legislative District about how the content of the 



speech plays to Rutgers and the greater New Brunswick area as a whole. Sachin 

sat down with Deputy Speaker of the New Jersey Assembly Nancy Pinkin (D) 

to get her reaction to the speech and how it benefits Democrats.

The Veterans Corner, hosted each Wednesday from 12 to 1 pm by 

Vietnam Marine veteran Don Buzney, serves the Central Jersey veterans 

community and beyond with information on issues important to them – such as 

healthcare, education, employment opportunities, and more.  The show is co-

hosted by Dennis Penny.  Previously-broadcast shows ran the last two weeks of 

March due to the university’s operating status during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Among the weekly issues and topics covered on the show during this period:
Jan. 1 -- “Rosie the Riveter”, presented by Dr. James Kimble of Seton Hall University; tracing 
the origins of the iconic symbol of women empowerment during WW II, the mystery 
surrounding the real “Rosie” and Dr. Kimble’s dedicated search to unravel the mystery; 
discussion of the famous WW II “We Can Do It” poster, and the inspirational role the poster 
served in the WW II war production effort (This program originally aired on 3/4/2018).
Jan. 8 – Sheila O’Brien – “America’s Vet Dogs’; developed service dog training program in 
anticipation of impact wounded veterans from Iraq and Afghanistan would have on the disabled 
population in the U.S; placed first dog in the U.S. with a veteran injured in Iraq or Afghanistan in 
2005; helped to open the first “Prison Puppy Program” in the U.S; then New Zealand, Australia, 
South Korea and Europe; discussed challenges in training service dogs; positive impact the 
“Prison Puppy Program as part of the inmate vocational rehabilitation.
Jan. 15 – Detective Andrew Einstein and Service Dog “Gunner” – Former US Marine and 
Iraq and Afghanistan veteran; impact Marine Corps experience had on his life and preparation 
for career in law enforcement; currently detective with Camden County Police Department; 
impact of “community policing on reducing crime rate in Camden; effect of traumatic brain 
injury suffered ; grenade blast in Afghanistan; how service dog “Gunner” impacted his life and 
saved him from suicidal tendencies; counsel for other veterans on importance of service dog as 
antidote to emotional wartime trauma

Jan. 22 – David Brimmer: Community Outreach Office, VA New Jersey Health Care 
System; VA history highlights; VA mission and vision; establishment of Veterans 
Administration in 1930; as largest health care system in the world, VA employs nearly 400,000; 
David Brimmer’s US Army experience; deployed to Iraq three times in support of Operation 
Iraqi Freedom, 2004; 2005 and 2008; military awards and commendations; comprehensive 
support program for returning military veterans at Middlesex County Community College; 
community outreach efforts at VA; covers an area spanning 14 counties with approximately 
345,000 veterans.



Jan. 29 – Navajo Nation: Claudia Jackson, Legislative Liaison to the Navajo government; 
Navajo Nation is the largest land area retained by a U.S. tribe managed via treaty agreements 
with the United States Congress as a sovereign Native American nation; structure and function of 
the Navajo Nation Government; Navajo people’s tradition of governance rooted in their clan and 
oral history; Navajo Nation flag, design origins, meaning and significance of symbols. (This 
program originally aired on Sept. 7, 2016).

Feb. 5 - Richard Anzivino, Air Force and Korean War Veteran; exceptionally accomplished 
85 years old singer and entertainer; while in the service, how he won a talent contest; 
transitioned from aircraft mechanic to lead singer; toured Europe, North Africa and the Near 
East; sixty-five years later still entertaining troops; entertains at the Menlo Park veterans, how he 
became a hairdresser by profession operating a salon he has owned since 1971; how his singing 
inspired others and continues to inspire; sang a rendition of “My Way” better than Frank Sinatra; 
described how he prepares for a recording session.
Feb. 12 - US Coast Guard Enlisted Memorial and USCGEM foundation president, Tom 
Dougherty; Inspiration for building a memorial at the Cape May Training Center – Cape May, 
dedicated to honoring Coast Guardsmen who have lost their lives in the line of duty; role and 
mission of the Coast Guard; Tom’s story of Coast Guard service; role and mission of the Coast 
Guard in our Nation’s defense and security; challenges encountered and overcome in the funding 
and construction of the Memorial; de ja vu connection between the song “End of Innocence” and 
Tom and his son Tom Jr’s service in the Persian Gulf 30 years apart.
 Feb. 19 - American Legion, Amery Vasso – Commander of the Morris County AL and 
Sara Vasso, Morris County Vice Commander: History and evolution of the American Legion, 
1919 to 2020; group evolved from a group of war-weary WW I veterans to an organization of 
over two million in more than 13,000 posts world-wide; one of the most influential veteran 
advocacy groups in America.

Feb. 26 – Rodney Hilton Brown, noted military historian and author of “Iwo Jima 
Monuments – The Untold Story”: Acquired and funded the restoration of the original 1945 Iwo 
Jima Monument’; his presentation for the 60 year anniversary of “The Meaning of the Battle of 
Iwo Jima” aired on several TV networks; revisited Nov. 11, 2012, Bonham’s of New York Iwo 
Jima sculptor’s model presentation to the Navajo Code Talkers; discussed the Battle of Iwo Jima 
and the flag raising on Mt. Suribachi

March 4 – Sonia Singh: Double board licensed psychotherapist in State of NJ; Rutgers grad; 
Master’s Degree in Clinical Social Work from Rutgers New Brunswick; recognized for her 
groundbreaking mental health and medical marijuana treatment; credited with pioneering efforts 
in the field of cannabis health ;works with the veterans community with medicinal marijuana for 
PTSD and anxiety.
March 11 – Sean Hoggs, USAF (retired):  Experiences growing up a disadvantaged youth in a 
crime-ridden inner city neighborhood; life choice made to strive for something better and enlist 
in the US Air Force; the value of leadership, citizenship, service, personal responsibility, 
accomplishment, self-esteem, teamwork and self-discipline; ascension to rank of Major; recipient 
of NAACP Lifetime Legacy Award; acclaimed auto biographical work, “The Bastard Child”.



March 18 - Navajo Nation: Claudia Jackson, Legislative Liaison to the Navajo government; 
Navajo Nation is the largest land area retained by a U.S. tribe managed via treaty agreements 
with the United States Congress as a sovereign Native American nation; structure and function of 
the Navajo Nation Government; Navajo people’s tradition of governance rooted in their clan and 
oral history; Navajo Nation flag, design origins, meaning and significance of symbols (This 
program originally aired on Sept. 7, 2016).

March 25 – Southwest Airlines, Sally Harbeson, Manager-Community Outreach: Discussed 
programs in support of America’s military and the veteran’s community; focus on employee 
outreach programs; veteran related non-profits that SWA partners with; initiatives to recruit 
veterans into the SWA workforce (This program originally aired on June 1, 2016) 

Each week, WRSU’s Sunday Ethnic Programming typically features 

shows highlighting the news, music and cultures of Israel, Turkey, Pakistan, 

Greece, India, Hungary, Ireland and the African continent.  These shows cover 

issues of particular interest to their communities, often highlighting local events.  

However, these shows were suspended beginning on Sunday, March 15, due 

to the COVID-19 pandemic.

WRSU’s weekly sports show “The WRSU Crew” airs Monday through 

Thursday from 6-8 pm and Fridays from 4-6 pm.  It covers a wide variety of issues 

facing sports teams and the athletic department as a whole.  The show was 

suspended mid-semester once the Rutgers campus was shutdown due to the 

coronavirus outbreak, though its last few episodes focused on the effects on 

Rutgers athletic teams, as men’s and women’s basketball and wrestling were 

cancelled in the midst of the postseason, and all spring sports seasons were 

cancelled.


