
Issues & Programs – April through June, 2019 (2nd Quarter)

Regular Programming

The WRSU News department airs daily newscasts weekdays during the 

school year, Mondays at 10 pm; Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays at noon 

and 10 pm, and Fridays at noon.  Newscasts are 10 minutes long, including sports 

and weather.  Newscasts ended on May 2nd this Spring, due to a studio renovation 

project.

During the Spring semester, University, local, state, national and international 

events are covered, with a particular focus on Rutgers-related news.  News covers 

any crime alerts and urgent public safety messages issued by the Rutgers 

University Police Department.  

One of the key issues in April that WRSU covered in detail was a near 

faculty/teacher strike at Rutgers – which would have been the first ever at the 

school – over contract negotiations that had dragged on for over a year.  Members 

authorized a strike in March.  Key issues included higher wages, including for part-

time lecturers, equal pay for female employees, and guaranteed benefits.  The 

AAUP-AFT began sending out Tweets hinting at a potential strike unless a new 

contract was not reached.  Interviews included those with Rutgers Teachers’ Union 

President Christine O’Connell and AAUP-AFT PresidentDeepa Kumar.  WRSU 

also spoke to students for their reactiuons.  Late-night, marathon bargaining 

sessions on April 16th and 17th ultimately resulted in an agreement averting a 



potential strike late in the semester that would have affected classes, exam 

schedules, and perhaps even graduation.  

Among the specific issues and stories covered by WRSU News this quarter:

 April 1:  Rutgers AAUP-AFT union asks for an additional $15 million for a 

Paul Robeson Diversity Hiring Initiative, which would be added to a $21.7 

million program already proposed by President Robert Barchi, who opposes 

the additional spending, according to the Daily Targum.  

 April 2:  Reporter Caleb Kubereit covers a Rutgers study that finds 

increased misdiagnoses of African-Americans with schizophrenia, while 

Elaina Francis reports on a Rutgers Muslim Association for women that is 

spreading awareness about Islamic culture at Rutgers.

 April 4:  AA Rutgers study finds the rate of HPV infection in young men 

within the LGBTQ community remains high.  The Dean of the School of 

Public Health says there’s now an urgency for ensuring vaccinations as a 

result.

 April 9:  Rutgers announces former Scarlet Knight football stars Devin and 

Jason McCourty will be the 2019 Commencement Speakers.  They were 

teammates on the Super Bowl Champion New England Patriots.  Rutgers 

adds a new course in African, Native American and Latin American 

philosophy.

 April 11:  Rutgers Athletics announces it has met its $10 million goal for 

the R Big Ten Fund. 

 April 18:  President Robert Barchi responds to complaints from some 

students and faculty about what they say is too much money being spent on 

athletics; he counters that athletics gets only two-percent of the University’s 



budget, adding the benefits – school spirit, unifying alumni, and boosting 

publicity – are worth the money.

 April 23:  Caleb Kubereit reports as Rutgers celebrates Denim Day, 

featuring student models, poets, and speakers to raise awareness about 

sexual violence.  

 April 24:  A report by NJ Advance Media shows Rutgers gave more than 

$5.5 million in “incentive pay” to 700 top administrators and professors in 

2017-18, including nearly $170,000 which went to President Robert Barchi.  

Ryan Margolis reports on the “Take Back The Night” event held on the 

Douglass Campus, culminating with a march down College Avenue.  

Performances of “The Vagina Monologues” also were held.

 April 26:  Reporter Danny Hayes has a story on the number of 

undergraduate students getting meningitis vaccinations remaining low, 

despite two separate cases at Rutgers this year.  

 April 29:  Reporter Jon Varghese covers a fire at Brower Commons that 

shut College Avenue’s main dining hall.  Ryan Margolis, meanwhile, reports 

on various food trucks and food vendors that are taking business away from 

restaurants at the Student Center on College Avenue.

 May 1:  Piscataway is on high alert after reports of a Snapchat video in 

which a weapon is depicted.  A former Rutgers exchange student struck by a 

vehicle while in a crosswalk settles her lawsuit for $1.4 million.

The News Department’s weekly public affairs show, “Knightbeat,” is heard 

each Wednesday from 10-11 pm during the school year, and ended on May 1, 



2019, at the end of the Spring semester.  It’s hosted by WRSU News Director 

Jayne Chacko and Assistant News Director Joey Bloch.  Notable shows included:

 April 10 – A capella groups on campus:   We discussed acapella groups 

around campus and interviewed Gabriella Abarquez who is a member of 

Deep Treble. Before that, we played a package by WRSU News Reporter 

Hannah Varkey about a new law expanding the statue of limitations of 

Sexual Assault in New Jersey. The package played for approximately 4 

minutes and 43 seconds. Over the course of the hour, we also dived into the 

history of Gabriella’s acapella experiences. This included but was not 

limited to how she got into the group, why she enjoys singing, and what it 

takes to perform in such a group. Her past musical experiences were also 

touched upon as well as her high school musical theatre days. One highlight 

from the episode was that she said you have to separate your passion from 

work because she found that it wasn’t as fun anymore when signing became 

her job.

 April 17 – RU Contract Negotiations:  In this episode, we broke down the 

most recent teacher contract negotiations between the union and the 

university with Marian Thorpe, Spokeswoman for Rutgers AAUP-AFT, and 

David Hughes, Rutgers AAUP-AFT Vice President. The late-night deal 

averted what would have been a first-ever strike of faculty and instructors at 

Rutgers.  The first half of the show, we interviewed Garrett Gotthelf – a 

WRSU Sports member but also a graduate student teaching assistant – about 

his side of the story in the contract negotiations and how the final deal 

impacts him. We played several interviews and packages that detailed the 

events of the last few days. First, we played an interview Joey did with 

Union spokeswoman Marian Thorpe which went on for about three and a 

half minutes. Then, we played a package Jayne Chacko did on the press 



conference that was held at the Union’s office earlier in the day. After we 

played the package, we analyzed the meat of it and asked Garrett his opinion 

on what he heard. We also played an interview with Union VP David 

Hughes conducted by WRSU News Reporter Caleb Kuberiet which lasted 

for approximately 2 minutes. 

 April 24:  Our official Rutgers Day episode dived into all the upcoming 

day’s events.  We began with an interview by Joey Bloch with Rutgers 

American Studies Professor Angus Gillepsie about the New Jersey Folk 

Festival in which he founded.  He talked about his experience of running the 

festival as well as what inspired him to start it.  2019 was Gillespie’s last 

Festival, as he is retiring from running it.  We also discussed a wide array of 

other things that were happening on Rutgers Day as well as WRSU’s 

coverage of the festivities. I asked Caleb and Ryan what their roles were 

going to be during the live coverage and what exactly they would be doing. 

Finally, we broke down the activities that were taking place on each campus 

and highlighting the best ones to check out.

The Veterans Corner, hosted each Wednesday from 12:10 to 1 pm by 

Vietnam Marine veteran Don Buzney, serves the Central Jersey veterans 

community and beyond with information on issues important to them – such as 

healthcare, education, employment opportunities, and more.  The show is co-

hosted by Dennis Penny.  Among the weekly issues and topics covered on the 

show during this period:

 April 3 – All Veterans Memorial (AVM): Charlene (Charlie) Uhrmann, project 
organizer, philanthropist, veterans advocate and Frank Mezle, U.S. Coast Guard veteran; 
AVM is a multi-functional ceremonial complex that touts our great nation’s rich history 
by way of educational denotations; commitment to build a veterans memorial free of any 
government funding, was met with the support of 39 community organizations, 52 
corporate sponsors and more than 1700 private donors.



 April 10 – Rutgers Navy ROTC: Captain Andrew Smith, CO, Midshipmen Patrick 
Bohen and Jeffin James; what attracted them to the Navy; historical origins and 
birthplace of the U.S. Navy; NROTC missions; program entry requirements; leadership 
training and what it means; career options available; program benefits, commitment upon 
program completion.

 April 17 – “Sailor Jerri”, U.S. Navy veteran, talented up and coming vocalist; 
inspiration for “Hallelujah – The Veterans Version”; unexpected but overwhelming 
audience reaction to this song; how she got her start in singing; emotions she feels when 
singing her songs; forty events performed  in 2018; Mandalay Bay Las Vegas 
performance kicking off 2019 performance schedule; filming first music video at Oceana 
Naval Air Station for her original song, “I’m Going Anyway’; life lessons learned from 
her singing success; event schedule for 2019; impact of Navy experience on her success.

 April 24 – Rutgers Air Force ROTC: Lt.Col. Deborah Danyluk, CO – Rutgers Air 
Force ROTC; Cadets Michael Quigley and Taylor Liamero; program mission to produce 
Air Force leaders; history and origins of the Air Force; career opportunities available; 
program requirements to join; physical fitness requirements; life lessons learned in the 
program; commitment upon program completion; benefits in active duty Air Force; 
cadets desired occupational field upon graduation.

 May 1 – Recordings of stories of service from Menlo Park Veterans Home; 
telephone interview with Congresswoman Mikie Sherrill, NJ 11th District and 
former U.S. Navy helicopter pilot; motivation to join the Navy; advanced degrees 
including juris doctorate earned following Navy service; experiences as a NJ federal 
prosecutor; assignment to Armed Services Committee; bills co-sponsored in support of 
veterans; partnership with Jon Stewert  in support of Burn Pits Accountability Act; 
amendments offered to Veterans to Child Care Act; initiative to improve care of women 
veterans; efforts in support of preventing closure of Picatinny Arsenal.

Shows from this point forward are repeats, due to WRSU’s summer renovation project:

 May 8 – Sailor Jerri, ”, U.S. Navy veteran, talented up and coming vocalist; inspiration 
for “Hallelujah – The Veterans Version”; unexpected but overwhelming audience 
reaction to this song; how she got her start in singing; emotions she feels when singing 
her songs; forty events performed  in 2018; Mandalay Bay Las Vegas performance 
kicking off 2019 performance schedule; filming first music video at Oceana Naval Air 
Station for her original song, “I’m Going Anyway’; life lessons learned from her singing 
success; event schedule for 2019; impact of Navy experience on her success.

 May 15 - All Veterans Memorial (AVM): Charlene (Charlie) Uhrman, project 
organizer, philanthropist, veterans advocate and Frank Mezle, U.S. Coast Guard veteran; 
AVM is a multi-functional ceremonial complex that touts our great nation’s rich history 
by way of educational denotations; commitment to build a veterans memorial free of any 
government funding, was met with the support of 39 community organizations, 52 
corporate sponsors and more than 1700 private donors.



 May 22 – Southwest Airlines: - Sally Harbeson, Manager of Community Outreach, to 
discuss programs in support of America’s military and the veteran’s community; focus on 
employee outreach programs; veteran related non-profits that SWA partners with; 
initiatives to recruit veterans into the SWA workforce.

 May 29 – Navajo Nation: Claudia Jackson, Legislative Liaison to the Navajo 
government; Navajo Nation is the largest land area retained by a U.S. tribe managed via 
treaty agreements with the United States Congress as a sovereign Native American 
nation; structure and function of the Navajo Nation Government; Navajo people’s 
tradition of governance rooted in their clan and oral history; Navajo Nation flag, design 
origins, meaning and significance of symbols.

 June 5 – Former NJ Gov. Christie Whitman, D – Day - Husband  John’s military 
service, Vietnam combat veteran; trip John and Christie took to Normandy, France, to 
site of D-Day invasion; discussed key points of what made the invasion successful and 
the John Whitman Normandy Scholarship Foundation that resulted from that trip, and 
success stories as a result of the Scholarship Foundation. 

 June 12 – Linden Schools # 2, Principal Atiya Perkins - Navy Junior ROTC programs; 
ROAR program; School Spirit Day for students; student public speaking club; the LEAD 
initiative and how it seeks a  partnership between parents and teachers; anti-bullying 
program; Aftercare Program; Read Across America” program; NJ Positive Behavior 
Support Program and how it provides training to schools across NJ on how to implement 
a tiered system of support for behavior and climate issues.

 June 19 – Linden Schools # 6  - Principal Mrs. Atiya Perkins, 4th Grade Teacher, 
Nicole Dades; Kris Ordonez 4th Grade; Alex Donic - 5th Grade; discussion of veteran 
commemoration event in November at Bella Vista Country Club, for which School # 6 
sent “thank you” cards for veterans; presentation of motivational “LEAD” initiative; NJ 
Positive Behavior Support Program and how it provides  training to schools across NJ on 
how to implement a tiered system of support for behavior and climate issues.

 June 26 - Rodney Watson – Former NFL player on volunteer activities; public speaking 
in support of veterans; “The United States Military; The Real Superstars” a speech 
comparing what it takes to succeed in the U.S. military and what it takes to succeed in the 
NFL; courage,  dedication commitment; the difference between playing a football game 
and fighting a battle; preparing for an NFL game and preparing for a military campaign; 
risks and NFL player takes compared to risks a military person takes; the rewards a 
military person receives and the rewards an NFL player receives.

  

Each week, WRSU’s Sunday Ethnic Programming features shows 

highlighting the news, music and cultures of Israel, Turkey, Pakistan, Greece, 

India, Hungary, Ireland and the African continent.  These shows cover issues of 

particular interest to their communities, often highlighting local events.  .



Sports shows such as Scarlet Fever (Fridays 4-6 pm) and SportsKnight 

(Tuesdays, 8-10 pm) cover a wide variety of issues facing sports teams and the 

athletic department as a whole.  These shows resumed with the start of the Spring 

semester. 


