
Issues & Programs – July through September, 2019 (3rd Quarter)

Regular Programming

The WRSU News department airs daily newscasts weekdays during the 

school year, Mondays at 10 pm; Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays at noon 

and 10 pm, and Fridays at noon.  Newscasts are 10 minutes long, including sports 

and weather.  Newscasts resumed during the second week of school, the week of 

September 9th.

During the semester, University, local, state, national and international events 

are covered, with a particular focus on Rutgers-related news.  News also covers 

any crime alerts and urgent public safety messages issued by the Rutgers 

University Police Department.  

One of the major stories was the news that Rutgers pharmacies would be 

closing this fall due to a deficit in its operations.  Following the announcement, 

University President Robert Barchi said he had not heard of the closings, and woul 

investigate the decision.

Among the specific issues and stories covered by WRSU News this quarter:

 September 9:  Rutgers and the City of New Brunswick cut the ribbon on the 

New Brunswick Performing Arts Center downtown, which will be used in 

part by RU’s Mason Gross School of the Arts.  There are two theatres and 

three rehearsal spaces.  Three professional theatre and dance companies will 

share the space.  



 September 10:  Rutgers Alum Viviane Rowan talks about her 20 years as a 

designer of homes and businesses at the Jersey Shore.

 September 11:  On the 18th anniversary of the 9/11 attacks, Sachin Goraida 

reports on RU Professor Engy Abdelkader discussing the constitutionality of 

the federal terrorism watch list, and why it was ruled unconstitutional.  Also, 

Adam Fox of the New Jersey Medical School at Rutgers remembers his 

dispatch to Ground Zero on the day of the attacks.  He now helps the Air 

Force prepare doctors for emergency situations like what happened on 

September 11th.

 September 12:  Rutgers Student Health Pharmacies announce they are 

closing late fall, after losing money for the past ten years, according to a 

report in the Daily Targum.  School officials blame a meningitis outbreak 

and a preference for mail in orders.  The New Jersey Center on Gun 

Violence Research at Rutgers plans on studying gun violence, along with 

mental health care spending, and crimes committed with guns.

 September 13:  Rutgers opens the new RWJ Barnabas Athletic Performance 

facility, a practice facility for men’s and women’s basketball, gymnastics, 

and wrestling.  The facility was built with money from the Big Ten Build 

campaign, and will be used as a major recruitment tool for student-athletes.

 September 16:  Rutgers PD issues a crime alert following a September 13th 

robbery at apartments on the Livingston Campus.  Two suspects were 

quickly arrested and charged.  Melina Zevallos reports on Rutgers hiring a 

search firm to help find the school’s next president.  Robert Barchi 

announced over the summer he would be stepping down at the end of the 

2019-20 school year.  R. William Funk & Associates will be paid $165,000 

for its consultation.



 September 17:  New Brunswick police investigate an aggravated assault 

and robbery Saturday night on Wyckoff near Bartlett Street.  They say 

another robbery happened nearby about an hour later, but did not say if the 

two are connected.  President Barchi says he’ll support a plan for reaching 

carbon neutrality by 2030 at Rutgers New Brunswick, following pressure 

from an environmental group to run the University on sustainable energy.  

Samiha Charles reports on Rutgers students concerned over a new Anti-

Semitism bill proposed in New Hersey that could challenge first 

Amendment rights.  They say the law will silence the opinions of those who 

oppose the existence and politics of Israel.  Caleb Kubereit reports on an 

extended housing dilemma at Rutgers that has some freshmen living in dorm 

lounges, because of a shortage of rooms on New Brunswick campuses.

 September 18:  A legally blind Rutgers golfer plans to join the PGA Tour in 

China after graduation.  22-year-old Tony Jiang says some days he can’t see 

the ball at all, but his scores are competitive with other college golfers.

 September 19:    Rutgers releases a study on dating and sexual violence, 

stating that about 25% of women and 6% of men have experienced 

unwanted sexual contact, a slight rise from the last time a similar study was 

conducted in 2016.  Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs Salvador Mena says 

while the rates of sexual misconduct at Rutgers are lower than national rates, 

they are higher for those on the LGBTQ+ spectrum.  Rutgers microbiologist 

Dr. Joachim Messing – director of the Waksman Institute of Microbiology – 

dies at age 73.  He helped provide solutions for environmental sustainability 

and developments in fixing world hunger.  New Jersey’s Center on Gun 

Violence Research at Rutgers has been awarded $2 million in state funds to 

support its studies.



 September 20:  Mallory Milhisler reports on ABC’s TV show “Emergence” 

filming scenes at Rutgers.  Segments were shot on the Livingston campus, 

including at the schools’ business school, an architectural highlight of the 

campus.  The episode will air on October 8th.  Larissa Brulato reports on a 

new exhibit at the Zimmerli Art Museum that combines modern art and 

science, featuring 75 works by 36 artists.

 September 23:  Rutgers students participated in a climate strike last Friday, 

part of similar events worldwide.  The gathering at Voorhees Mall included 

students, activists, and other speakers discussing the imminent risks posed 

by climate change.  Jon Varghese reports on Michelle Buteau performing at 

Knight of Comedy at the Red Lion Café.

 September 24:  Rutgers President Robert Barchi promises to investigate the 

impending closure of student health pharmacies on campus, saying he was 

not involved in the decision, and had not been aware of the decision until it 

became public.  Rutgers implements a new program in the pilot stages called 

First Day.  It teams up with Barnes and Noble to provide all textbooks 

digitally on the learning website Canvas for a flat rate.  Elliot Lewandowski 

reports on Chinese and Rutgers scientists who have discovered how aquatic 

plants cope with water pollution.  They say duckweed can be used for 

wastewater treatment, and producing biofuels and antibiotics.  Kailyn 

McBride reports on a new Rutgers study that finds American doctors 

prescribe an increasing amount of off-label medications for children, drugs 

used for purposes other than they are intended. Though legal, an assistant 

pediatrics professor at RWJ Medical School says children may not respond 

as intended to those medications.



 September 25:  Katherine Dinh reports on Rutgers buses experiencing 

delays because of breakdowns, after a near record 185,000 bus trips the first 

week of the semester.

 September 26:  Rutgers honors three alumni in this year’s Hall of 

Distinguished Alumni:  Vice-Chairman of Bank of America Keith Banks, 

North Carolina Supreme Court Justice Cheri Beasley, and former Vice 

Chairman of the Johnson & Johnson Board of Directors Robert E. Campbell.  

Rutgers invites Paul Robeson’s granddaughter to be honorary captain at 

Saturday’s football game, in honor of his legacy as RU celebrates 150 years 

of college football.  Rutgers Eagleton Institute of Politics reports that voter 

registration for Rutgers students quadrupled in the 2018 midterm election.  

More than half of all students were registered to vote, compared to 35.6% in 

the 2014 election.

 September 30:  Rutgers fires head football coach Chris Ash just four games 

into the season.  He’s replaced after a 1-3 start by Tight Ends Coach Nunzio 

Campanile.

The News Department’s weekly public affairs show, “Knightbeat,” is heard 

each Wednesday from 10-11 pm during the school year, began the first week of the 

Fall semester.  It’s hosted by WRSU News Director Joey Bloch, as well as Caleb 

Kubereit.  Notable shows included:

 September 4 – In the opening segment (20 minutes), WRSU reporter Caleb 

Kubereit interviewed Professor Louis Masur about his new Springsteen’s 

American Vision class and what inspired him to create the curriculum.  He 

also touched upon key moments in Bruce Springsteen’s career and his 

favorite songs from the artist.  The second segment featured WRSU News 

Reporter Jon Varghese about the impending on-campus pharmacy closures, 



and how they impact Rutgers students (20 minutes).  The final segment 

discussed the Fall Involvement Fair, including all the student organizations 

recruiting new students (20 minutes).

 September 11 – The first 20 minutes focused on last semester’s 

announcement that student newspaper The Daily Targum would lose student 

funding, after a failed referendum that went to the student body.  Joey Bloch 

interviewed Daily Targum Business Manager Sandy Giacobbe. Over the 

course of the interview, we dove into the history of Daily Targum, why the 

referendum happened, what to expect going forward, and the impact that it’s 

having on students.  The second segment lasted the remaining 40 minutues, 

and included a five-minute interview with Rutgers Political Science 

Professor Engy Adbdelkader.  It was followed by a panel discussion with 

WRSU News Reporter Elaina Francis and WRSU DJ Chris Cheinn about the 

interview as well as counterterrorism in the post 9/11 era. Both Elaina and 

Chris discussed how they each were impacted by the events of that day as 

well as what they think about our safety protocols today. One highlight from 

the episode was that they said they were really concerned about gun violence 

in this country and they believe 9/11 is a precursor to that.

 September 18 – First 20 minutes featured a report on a meeting held by a 

pro-Palestinian group about proposed state legislation that would outlaw 

anti-Israeli comments.  WRSU Reporters Jon Varghese and Samiha Charles 

broke down the meeting and shared their thoughts.  For the next 20 minutes,  

Caleb interviewed Anonymous for the Voiceless member and head Ananya 

Kapoor about his life as a vegan and the advocacy work that comes with it.  

The last 20 minutes were spent on a panel discussion about the Global 

Climate Strike scheduled for Friday, Sept. 20.



 September 25 – Tess Osborne, student organizer for the Central Jersey 

Climate Coalition’s Global Climate Strike came on the show to talk about 

her experience organizing last week’s event, and featured a story byt WRSU 

reporters about the event.  Following a discussion came listener phone calls, 

many of whom seemed the think the “strike” was overblown and 

unnecessary, while understanding where organizers were coming from.

The Veterans Corner, hosted each Wednesday from 12:10 to 1 pm by 

Vietnam Marine veteran Don Buzney, serves the Central Jersey veterans 

community and beyond with information on issues important to them – such as 

healthcare, education, employment opportunities, and more.  The show is co-

hosted by Dennis Penny.  The show ran previously-aired episodes over the 

summer during studio renovation project, resuming live shows in August.  Among 

the weekly issues and topics covered on the show during this period:

   July 3 -“Brothers Forever” :   Lt. Col. Tom Manion, father of US Marine Officer Travis 
Manion and Amy Looney, surviving spouse of Navy Seal, Brendan Looney. Travis Manion and 
Brendan Looney, Naval Academy graduates and best friends, died in combat operations in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. They are interred together in Arlington National Cemetery and were 
commemorated by President Barack Obama in his Memorial Day remarks, May 31, 2011. 
“Warriors for freedom, brothers forever.”

 July 17 - Academic Excellence: – “Academic Excellence” of Somerset, NJ, students and 
Director, Teresa Blair; referred by VA employee assigned to Rutgers Department of Veterans 
Affairs;  “AE” a youth program of First Baptist Church of Lincoln Gardens; youth ages 17 – 18 
develop skills and knowledge to succeed in the community; youth gain insight and knowledge 
through tutoring assistance and by observing professionals working in their careers; students 
encouraged to take “P.R.I.D.E” in their intelligence and desire to grow their minds.

 July 24 – No Program

 July 31 – Richard Pender, Korean War Veteran, author columnist; discussed activities in 
support of American Legion; writes columns on military history for the North / South Brunswick 
Sentinel; wrote two novels, one on Army life in the 50’s and the other on life on the home front 
during WW II; writes columns for the NB / SB Sentinel, about significant events in American 
military history designed to educate the public on the value of citizenship and respect for those 
who have served. 



 August 7- Joseph Bilby, author, editor or co-author of twenty-one books and over 400 articles 
on New Jersey history and folklore, military history and outdoor subjects in both Internet and 
print venues; 2011 recipient of the Jane G. Clayton Award, annually presented by the Monmouth 
County Clerk to honor an individual who, over a substantial number of years, has made 
exceptional contributions to an awareness, understanding, and/or preservation of the history of 
Monmouth County, New Jersey; co-author of “Submarine Warfare Along the Jersey Shore.”

 August 14 – Menlo Vets – recordings of stories of service from World War II through the 
Korean War; an Army nurse who landed with the allies in North Africa in 1942; a machine 
gunner who flew 30 missions over Nazi Germany; a sailor who served on a destroyer that 
escorted the aircraft carrier carrying the B-24 bombers who flew the Doolittle raid to bomb 
Tokyo; a Navy corpsman who served 3 ½ years in the Pacific with the U.S. Marines; a combat 
engineer  who served under General George Patton and whose unit laid the pontoon bridges 
across which Patton’s tanks crossed over begin the final phase of the destruction of the Nazi war 
machine.

 August 21 – Rutgers Office of Military and Veterans Programs and Services - Anne 
Treadaway – Director, Bryan Adams, Asst. Director and Dennis Penny, Certifying Official - 
Discussion of OVMPS mission of ensuring a smooth transition and supportive environment for 
Rutgers students who have served in the United States Armed Forces, and their families, 
throughout their college careers; responsible for the development and coordination of a 
comprehensive program of support services for veteran students at all three campuses of the 
university; serves as the principal advocate for student veterans.

 August 28  – Carol Simon Levin - historical presenter on women aviators in WW II; creation of 
the Women Air Service Pilots(WASPS); all – female flying force who flew more than 60 million 
miles in 78 different kinds of aircraft; inspired by Amelia Earhart, NJ resident Ann Baumgartner 
one of the leading voices for female aviators and the creation of the WASPs; discussed many 
daunting challenges she and fellow female aviators faced in gaining acceptance by the Dept. of 
Defense to  free male pilots for combat roles by using qualified female pilots to ferry aircraft 
from the factories to military bases around the world.

 September 4 - Menlo Vets – recordings of stories of service from World War II through the 
Korean War; an Army nurse who landed with the allies in North Africa in 1942; a machine 
gunner who flew 30 missions over Nazi Germany; a sailor who served on a destroyer that 
escorted the aircraft carrier carrying the B-24 bombers who flew the Doolittle raid to bomb 
Tokyo; a Navy corpsman who served 3 ½ years in the Pacific with the U.S. Marines; a combat 
engineer  who served under General George Patton and whose unit laid the pontoon bridges 
across which Patton’s tanks crossed into Nazi Germany.

 September 11 – Captain Joseph Grillo - Rutgers Army ROTC, - Army ROTC produces 
approximately 70 percent of the officers entering the Army each year; available through nearly 
1,000 college campuses nationwide; ROTC commissions lieutenants for the active Army, the 
Army National Guard and the Army Reserve; Army Jr. ROTC, one of the largest leadership and 
citizenship-focused programs for youth in the nation; discussed roles and career opportunities for 
women in the U.S. Army.

 September 18 – Captain Andrew Smith - Rutgers Navy ROTC: Midshipmen Patrick Bohen 
and Jeffin James; what attracted them to the Navy; historical origins and birthplace of the U.S. 



Navy; NROTC missions; program entry requirements; leadership training and what it means; 
career options available; program benefits, commitment upon program completion; birthplace of 
the U.S. Navy, 

 September 25 - Captain Paul Calvello - Rutgers Air Force ROTC: Cadets Nancy Bahnasy 
and Srikant Devarajan; discussed core values of the Air Force and what they mean; AF-ROTC 
mission to produce quality leaders for the U. S. Air Force; origin of U.S. Air Force; numbers of 
Rutgers students in the AFROTC program by gender; career opportunities for women; program 
structured physical fitness component; program requirements to join, benefits and commitment 
upon successful program completion.

Each week, WRSU’s Sunday Ethnic Programming features shows 

highlighting the news, music and cultures of Israel, Turkey, Pakistan, Greece, 

India, Hungary, Ireland and the African continent.  These shows cover issues of 

particular interest to their communities, often highlighting local events.  .

A new weekly sports show debuted the first week of Septmber, called “The 

WRSU Crew.”  The show airs Monday through Thursday from 6-8 pm and 

Fridays from 4-6 pm.  It covers a wide variety of issues facing sports teams and the 

athletic department as a whole, most notably in late September the early stages of 

the aftermath of the firing of head coach Chris Ash, which brings a number of 

topics into the forefront, including the amount of money in payouts spent by a 

public university to fired coaches and administrators now and in the past.  


