
Date Slug Type Note Topic 1 Duration Producer Producer 2

4/5/2021 Amtrak back in Phx w

President Biden’s infrastructure improvement plan would 
bring Amtrak passenger service back to Phoenix for the first 
time in decades. Since the 1990s, the closest Amtrak station 
to Arizona’s capital has been in Pinal County. 

Business :47 Matthew Casey

4/5/2021 State & Federal Tax Deadline c/c The federal tax filing deadline has been extended to May 17, 
with the state extension not far behind. But, local CPA Tom 
Wheelwright says you may still need to file an extension.

Business :14 Vaughan Jones

4/6/2021 Rounds on jobs numbers c/c
The latest monthly report from the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
says 916,000 jobs were added to the U.S. economy in 
March.

Business :07 Kerry Fehr Snyder

4/7/2021 Fulton materials shortages refunds v Arizona builder Fulton Homes is changing its policy for 
refunding home buyer deposits Business :34 Ron Dungan

4/7/2021 Roosevelt Row feedback w A survey is seeking public input about the Roosevelt Row 
Arts District in Phoenix. Business :49 Tom Maxedon

4/7/2021 Tempe museum reopens w The Tempe History Museum has announced that it will 
reopen to the public Business :45 Ron Dungan

4/8/2021 Housing construction supplies w Arizona home builders are facing a shortage of materials 
that is reverberating through the construction industry. Business :44 Ron Dungan

4/12/2021 Housing report w

Renting or buying a home in Arizona is getting more 
expensive, and more and more households in our state are 
burdened by costs. A new report from ASU’s Morrison 
Institute for Public Policy says the state’s affordable housing 
shortage is only going to get worse without intervention. 

Business :48 Katherine Davis-Young

4/12/2021 HonorHealth sculpture c/c

Arizona health system HonorHealth is receiving criticism for 
a controversial sculpture it had planned to display at its 
hospitals.

The sculpture depicts a healthcare worker with a glowing orb 
fighting a dragon. The description for the sculpture explains 
the dragon is supposed to represent the location of the first 
reported Covid-19 cases.

Business :13 Vaughan Jones

4/13/2021 Bahr on water parks c/c

Late last month, “Surf’s Up Mesa” broke ground as the next 
generation of waterpark. A press release included the line: 
The project will bring the ocean to Arizona in a place unlike 
any other in the state.

Business :16 Tom Maxedon

4/16/2021 Light rail biz support w

More than 3 hundred businesses in Phoenix face years of 
light rail construction outside their doors. Two major projects 
are underway: the south central extension and downtown 
hub, and the northwest extension to Metrocenter

Business :47 Christina Estes

4/16/2021 Home affordability index c/c

Arizona’s affordable housing crisis is well-known. And the 
Urban Land Institute's 20-21 Home Attainability Index ranks 
the Phoenix area as one of the 24 least affordable regions in 
the country

Business :09 Matthew Casey

4/16/2021 Navajo solar v The Navajo Nation has approved a couple of solar projects 
that will provide electricity to tribal communities. Business :28 Ron Dungan



4/19/2021 Restaurant Hiring Woes c/c

Eased restrictions on restaurants haven’t made it easy to 
reestablish service to pre-pandemic levels.

That’s because many workers who were employed in the 
service industry aren’t coming back to it for a number of 
reasons.

Business :13 Tom Maxedon

4/20/2021 Rural licenses w
The state Department of Health Services had a drawing for 
adult-use marijuana dispensary licenses in rural Arizona 
today (Monday)

Business :37 Ron Dungan

4/26/2021 Pandemic homes v
A new report finds Phoenix homes fare better than the 
national average when it comes self-isolating during the 
pandemic.

Business :38 Christina Estes

4/26/2021 Scottsdale tourism c/c Scottsdale-area hotels and resorts reached a total of 75% 
occupancy in the last week of March. Business :14 Vaughan Jones

4/26/2021 Scottsdale tourism w Scottsdale-area hotels and resorts reached a total of 75% 
occupancy in the last week of March. Business :47 Vaughan Jones

4/27/2021 Phoenix federal money v
Phoenix is working on ways to spend 4-hundred million 
dollars from the American Rescue Plan, also known as the 
COVID-19 Stimulus Package.

Business :38 Christina Estes

4/28/2021 Rental car shortage c/c
A rental car shortage brought on by companies cutting back 
their fleets during the pandemic is driving prices for 
consumers, just as many are making summer travel plans. 

Business :11 Tom Maxedon

4/28/2021 Affordable housing report c/c

Arizona’s affordable housing shortage continues to get more 
severe. The Arizona Housing Coalition says half of renters in 
Maricopa County are spending more than they can afford to 
keep a roof over their head. A recent report from the 
nonprofit highlights policy actions that could benefit renters. 

Business :11 Katherine Davis-Young

4/29/2021 Sky Harbor March traffic c/c
For the first time since the start of the pandemic, Phoenix 
Sky Harbor International Airport is reporting an increase in 
passenger traffic compared to a year ago.

Business :07 Jill Ryan

4/6/2021 Daughters careers & caregiving f

The coronavirus pandemic has exposed many deep societal 
fissures… a big one is the caregiving burden, which, more 
often than not, falls on the shoulders of women. We saw this 
with working mothers who left the labor force to care for their 
children. The same challenges face adult daughters who are 
caring for aging parents.

Culture 4:33 Kathy Ritchie 

4/14/2021 Chavez Blvd c/c

New signs will be coming to a major street in south Phoenix. 
The city council unanimously approved adding ceremonial 
signs along Baseline Road to honor Cesar Chavez (Cha like 
Cha-Cha-vez). Born in Yuma, he founded the United Farm 
Workers. In 1972, Chavez fasted for 25 days in Phoenix to 
protest a state law banning farm workers from organizing. 
His grandson, Alejandro Chavez, reflected on how that 
protest sparked a famous phrase.

Culture :11 Christina Estes

4/20/2021 Phoenix Symphony pandemic f

Last year, the pandemic brought the music at Phoenix’s 
Symphony Hall to a screeching halt. Performances were 
canceled and all 64 members of the symphony were 
furloughed.

Culture 4:15 Anthony Wallace



4/23/2021 Grand canyon music f

If you want to write and record a song, having some 
experience and even some equipment can be well….helpful. 
One group of students got some help from musicsiona at the 
Grand Canyon School of Rock.

Culture 4:02 Autriya Maneshni

4/6/2021 Udall school funding v
Today (Monday) the chair of the Arizona House Education 
Committee sent a letter to the state superintendent with 
concerns about COVID relief funding for schools.

Education :38 Rocio Hernandez Katherine Sypher

4/7/2021 ABOR tuition hearing c/c

 Arizona’s three public universities have proposed no tuition 
increases for undergraduate students, but are looking to 
raise it for some graduate and out-of-state students and 
increase some fees. 

Education :11 Rocio Hernandez

4/8/2021 Sean Miller v

Sean Miller will no longer be the head coach of the 
University of Arizona men’s basketball team. But the state’s 
land-grant university plans to honor the final year of Miller’s 
multi-million dollar contract.

Education :40 Matthew Casey

4/9/2021 NAU Latino president f

In June, Northern Arizona University will get a new 
president. José Luis  [Lou-EES] Cruz will be the university’s 
first Latino president. Nationwide, only 4% of university 
leaders identify as such. 

Education 4:16 Rocio Hernandez

4/14/2021 Guns in schools reax dp
State Senators are considering a bill that would allow 
anyone 18 or older to keep a loaded gun inside their vehicle 
while in a school parking lot.

Education :10 & :15 Tom Maxedon

4/14/2021 UA student vaccines w
During a weekly press conference, the University of Arizona 
urged its students to get their first dose of the COVID-19 
vaccine this week.

Education :39 Rocio Hernandez

4/14/2021 Tribal regalia graduations c/c
Today (Tuesday) the Arizona Senate passed a bill that 
would prohibit public schools from banning Native American 
students from wearing traditional tribal regalia or objects of 
cultural significance to their graduation ceremonies. 

Education :13 Rocio Hernandez

4/16/2021 ABOR tuition vote w For a second year in a row, the Arizona Board of Regents 
has voted NOT to increase tuition for in-state undergraduate 
students as the COVID-19 pandemic continues

Education :46 Rocio Hernandez

4/19/2021 Tucson Superintendent sex ed c/c

Senate Bill 14-56 has recently passed through the Arizona 
legislature, and is waiting on Governor Ducey’s approval.

If signed into law, the bill would require state schools to get 
parents' permission for discussions about sexual orientation, 
gender identity and expression.

Tucson Unified School District Director Gabriel Trujillo [tru-
HEE-oh] says this measure marginalizes students across 
the state.

Education :12 Vaughan Jones

4/20/2021 UA presser w
During a press conference today (Monday), the University of 
Arizona announced it will be moving its COVID-19 vaccine 
operations indoors at the end of the month. 

Education :36 Rocio Hernandez



4/20/2021 UA presser c/c During a press conference (today) Monday, University of 
Arizona President Robert Robbins said he has not decided 
whether he will require students get a COVID-19 vaccine. 

Education :08 Rocio Hernandez

4/20/2021 Bus routes c/c

As more students are allowed to return to the classroom, 
school districts are having to decide the best way to operate 
buses. Among the challenges are driver shortages and 
social distancing. 

Education :07 Amanda Day

4/20/2021 Hoffman mental health w
During a press conference today (Monday) state 
Superintendent Kathy Hoffman announced she’s allocating 
about $21 million to hire more school counselors and social 
workers as part of the School Safety Grant program. 

Education :51 Rocio Hernandez

4/21/2021 School masks reax m
Education advocates are disappointed after Gov. Doug 
Ducey issued an executive order that rescinds the state’s 
mask mandate in schools. 

Education 1:05 Rocio Hernandez

4/21/2021 Prop 208 arguments c/c

During a hearing in the Arizona Supreme Court today 
(Tuesday), the justices questioned whether the millions of 
dollars expected to be raised by the voter-approved Invest in 
Ed tax passed can be legally spent. 

Education :15 Rocio Hernandez

4/21/2021 Prop 208 arguments w

Today (Tuesday) the Arizona Supreme Court heard 
arguments on the recently passed Proposition 208, which is 
expected to raise more than $800 million for schools through 
a tax on wealthy Arizonans.

Education :49 Rocio Hernandez

4/26/2021 NAU nursing students w

A year ago, nursing faculty at Northern Arizona University 
had to hustle to get students clinical placements — a 
requirement of the nursing program. But COVID-19 had shut 
everything down.

Education :42 Kathy Ritchie 

4/27/2021 Mesa schools masks c/c

Mesa Public Schools is beginning to loosen up its policy on 
mask wearing at schools. Starting today (Monday) the 
district is starting to allow students to take off their masks 
when outside. If things go well, masks could be completely 
optional by next week. 

Education :13 Rocio Hernandez

4/29/2021 Community college c/c

The Arizona Legislature has given final approval to a bill 
setting out the conditions for the state’s community colleges 
to start offering four year degrees. The only thing that 
remains now is a decision by Governor Doug Ducey.

Education :11 Jill Ryan

4/30/2021 Biden free college f

According to Arizona’s Education Progress Meter, only 
about half of the state’s students attend postsecondary 
education right after graduating from high school. The cost 
of attending college is one of the biggest barriers. In the fifth 
and final installment of KJZZ’s Biden First 100 Days, Rocio 
Hernandez reports on a federal effort to make higher 
education more accessible. 

Education 4:17 Rocio Hernandez

4/5/2021 Vaquita sanction request w

Environmental groups are urging the U.S. government and 
international organizations to use sanctions to pressure 
Mexico to protect a critically endangered porpoise that lives 
in Mexico’s Sea of Cortez.

Environment :47 Kendal Blust



4/5/2021 QAZ: Windy Days w

As part of our Q&AZ project, one listener asked why the 
number of windy days in the Valley seems to have increased 
in recent years. KJZZ’s Autriya Maneshni (AW-tria Muh-
NESH-nee) found out it has to do with an earlier shift in 
seasonal weather. 

Environment :40 Autriya Maneshni 

4/5/2021 Farmer water v
State officials are putting farmers in south-central Arizona on 
notice as “substantial cut" in deliveries of Colorado River 
water is expected next year.

Environment :36 Jill Ryan

4/5/2021 aguaro Count/Cactus Reproductio s
A drought cycle dating back to the mid 90s may be 
negatively impacting the reproduction and survival rates of 
newly sprouted saguaros

Environment :24 Jill Ryan

4/6/2021 Gila Fire c/c

The Gila Fire burning about 60 miles east of Yuma is now 
50% contained. The lightning-caused fire started on Friday 
along the bottom of the Gila River and has burned over 
2,000 acres. 

Chris Wonderly is a spokesperson for the Bureau of Land 
Management

Environment :10 Autriya Maneshni 

4/8/2021 Baby jaguar w

The Northern Jaguar Reserve in neighboring Sonora, 
Mexico announced some good news this week: photos and 
video of a jaguar cub and its mother were captured in the 
protected area about 130 miles south of the Arizona-Mexico 
border.

Environment :48 Kendal Blust

4/8/2021 Grand Canyon east entrance v The east entrance to Grand Canyon National Park has been 
closed during the coronavirus pandemic. Environment :29 Ron Dungan

4/8/2021 April Soil Moisture f
Snow is still piling up in the Rocky Mountains, building up the
region’s water supplies for the rest of the year. But water you 
can’t see is just as important.

Environment 4:18 Aspen Public Radio/KUNC Alex Hager

4/9/2021 River forecast w
Forecasts for the Colorado River this spring and summer 
show an increasing likelihood of persistent, worsening 
drought.

Environment :51 KUNC Luke Runyon

4/9/2021 Phoenix tree donations v
Phoenix is way behind when it comes to meeting its tree and 
shade goals. Now the city is offering an online system for 
people to donate money to plant more trees.

Environment :41 Christina Estes

4/9/2021 Bright Angel trail closed v

During weekday business hours, Grand Canyon hikers won’t 
be able to use a bridge that crosses the Colorado River. The 
roughly month-long restriction along the popular Bright Angel 
Trail starts next Tuesday.

Environment :37 Matthew Casey

4/12/2021 County fire campaign w A dry winter and warming weather have Maricopa County 
officials already bracing for wildfire season Environment :46 Ron Dungan

4/14/2021 Lake Mead low v As the weather warms in the Southwest, the Bureau of 
Reclamation is predicting low water levels on reservoirs. Environment :27 Ron Dungan

4/14/2021 G22 fire update c/c

Firefighters are bracing for gusty winds Wednesday as they 
continue containment efforts on the G-22 fire burning about 
10 miles northwest of Cibeque <<sib-ih-cue>> on White 
Mountain Apache tribal lands.

Environment :14 Tom Maxedon



4/14/2021 Oak Flat c/c

The U.S. House Committee for Indigenous people held 
hearings Tuesday on Congressman Raul Grijalva’s bill to 
permanently protect Oak Flat from a proposed copper mine. 
Shan (rhymes with pan) Lewis is president of the Inter Tribal 
Association of Arizona. He said the mine would consume 
billions of gallons of water.

Environment :19 Ron Dungan

4/21/2021 One unified voice 2-way f

Tribes in the Colorado River basin are calling for more 
influence in how the climate-stressed river is managed. As 
negotiations kick off on a new set of rules for river 
management, tribal leaders are optimistic, but say they need 
concrete proof their perspectives will be heard.

Environment 4:20 KUNC Luke Runyon

4/22/2021 Planting trees w A Valley nonprofit is planting trees to provide shade and 
other benefits for another nonprofit. Environment :38 Ron Dungan

4/23/2021 Phx tree equity w
Phoenix is partnering with the nation’s oldest conservation 
nonprofit to achieve what the group calls “tree equity” by 
2030. 

Environment :47 Christina Estes

4/23/2021 Phx tree equity c/c

Phoenix leaders have committed to tree equity by 2030. 
That means all neighborhoods will reach a minimal standard 
of tree canopy cover by then. The council unanimously 
approved a memorandum of understanding with American 
Forests, the nation’s oldest conservation nonprofit to reach 
the goa

Environment :18 Christina Estes

4/26/2021 Bonito Fire c/c The Bonito Rock Fire has been burning on the Fort Apache 
Reservation in southeastern Arizona since April 19.

Environment :11 Vaughan Jones

4/27/2021 100 days - Chaco f

Under the Biden administration, the U.S. has rejoined the 
Paris climate agreement and raised awareness of 
environmental justice. The president appointed Deb Haaland 
(Holland) as his secretary of Interior.

Environment 4:04 Ron Dungan

4/29/2021 PPE recycling c/c Face masks protect us from the spread of COVID-19. But 
billions of disposable masks -- and other personal protective 
equipment -- are also creating tons of new waste.

Environment :08 Matthew Casey

4/29/2021 Environmental groups w A coalition of nonprofits is pushing Mexican lawmakers to 
pass a bill that would ban mining in protected areas. Environment :46 Kendal Blust

4/30/2021 Colorado River shortage w

Decades of dry conditions have left Lake Mead 38 percent 
full. Lake Powell is just 35 percent full. And the agencies that 
manage the Colorado River are preparing for unprecedented 
shortages in the year ahead.

Environment :50 Katherine Davis-Young

4/30/2021 Bonito Rock fire v Firefighters continue to battle the Bonito Rock Fire on the 
Fort Apache Reservation in eastern Arizona Environment :25 Ron Dungan

4/30/2021 AZ Water infrastructure dp

The Biden Administration says it will prioritize water issues 
as part of its national infrastructure overhaul, including 
removing lead pipes and helping drought-stricken areas. 
Biden’s plan provides $56 billion to states, tribes and 
disadvantaged communities.

Environment :11 Nick Gerbis

4/7/2021 Death Penalty v
Prosecutors told the Arizona Supreme Court they intend to 
seek execution warrants soon for two death-row inmates in 
what would be the state’s first in years.

Government :36 Jill Ryan

4/8/2021 Phx libraries reopening w Thirteen months after closing public libraries to in-building 
visits, Phoenix will begin a phased re-opening Government :46 Christina Estes



4/8/2021 Municipal stadium relocate s The state-run vaccination site at Phoenix Municipal Stadium 
will relocate on Monday, April 12th to Desert Financial Arena 
on Arizona State University’s Tempe campus. 

Government :24 Jill Ryan

4/9/2021 Phoenix parking meters w Complaints from residents and council members prompted 
Phoenix to fix some parking meters. Government :45 Christina Estes

4/9/2021 Phoenix parking meters c/c Complaints from residents and council members prompted 
Phoenix to fix some parking meters. Government :08 Christina Estes

4/12/2021 Cesar Chavez Blvd v Phoenix leaders will consider adding street signs to honor a 
labor leader and civil rights activist. Government :42 Christina Estes

4/12/2021 Supreme Court nominees v The state has 11 applicants to consider for an opening on 
the Arizona Supreme Court. Government :37 Vaughan Jones

4/13/2021 Infrastructure grade v
Preparing for a 2 trillion dollar overhaul of the nation’s 
infrastructure, the Biden administration has handed out letter 
grades to each state.

Government :38 Ron Dungan

4/13/2021 Tucson police chief CBP w

The Biden Administration has tapped Tucson’s police chief 
to oversee its largest law enforcement agency. Both 
senators from Arizona praised the chief’s nomination as 
Customs and Border Protection commissioner.

Government :48 Michel M

4/13/2021 Magnus reax w

Southern Arizona is in national focus this week after the 
Biden administration nominated Tucson Police Chief Chris 
Magnus to serve as Customs and Border Protection 
Commissioner.

Government :50 AZPM Alisa Reznick

4/13/2021 Q&AZ: Mesa light rail w
Through our Q&AZ project, one listener asked - Are there 
any plans to extend the light rail eastward to Power Road in 
Mesa?

Government :46 Vaughan Jones

4/14/2021 Regional homelessness w

Work is underway to develop a regional plan to address 
homelessness. During yesterday’s (Tuesday’s) Phoenix city 
council meeting, leaders received an update on what’s  been 
done and what’s to come. 

Government :45 Christina Estes

4/15/2021 ADOT 5 year plan v
State transportation officials have endorsed a five-year-
construction plan they say would invest more than $1 billion 
dollars in freeway preservation projects. Friday is the 
public’s first of three chances to give feedback on the draft.

Government :41 Matthew Casey

4/15/2021 Gambling licenses w
Recent action by lawmakers means Arizonans can expect 
state-sanctioned sports gambling to soon join cannabis on 
the list of recent taboos made legal. Governor Doug Ducey’s 
expected signature unlocks 20 licenses to run a sports book.

Government :47 Matthew Casey

4/15/2021 MAG heat relief c/c A regional network designed to help vulnerable people finds 
itself in need of help. Government :45 Christina Estes

4/16/2021 Unemployment update v
New numbers are out, and Arizona's unemployment rate 
improved last month as more people in the state are 
beginning to go out to eat. 

Government :40 Heather van Blokland

4/16/2021 Pima Jury v
Jury trials have resumed at Pima County Superior Court, but 
they are not the same as they were before the COVID-19 
pandemic a year ago.

Government :28 Jill Ryan

4/19/2021 Q&AZ office housing m
One listener asked through our Q&AZ project why can’t we 
use vacant office spaces to house people experiencing 
homelessness.

Government 1:07 Amanda Day



4/19/2021 Glendale Library Reopening w Public libraries in Glendale fully re-open Monday (today) 
after months of limited capacity and modified service. Government :46 Vaughan Jones

4/19/2021 Air Freshener Police Stop w

A Minnesota man named Daunte Wright was shot and killed 
by police at a traffic stop last week.

According to his mother, he was originally pulled over for 
having an air freshener hanging from his rear-view mirror, 
which is illegal in the state of Minnesota.

Government :41 Vaughan Jones

4/19/2021 Air Freshener Police Stop c/c

Daunte Wright was killed by police at a traffic stop in 
Minnesota last week. His mother says he was originally 
pulled over for an air freshener hanging from his rearview 
mirror.

Government :12 Vaughan Jones

4/19/2021 New Phx council f

Two new council members take office in Phoenix today. And 
it’s likely they will soon take up an issue that divided the last 
council: a new office dedicated to police accountability and 
transparency.

Government 4:14 Christina Estes

4/20/2021 Highway messages w
The public once again has been given the chance to submit 
safety messages displayed on Arizona freeway electronic 
billboards.

Government :35 Amanda Day

4/20/2021 Phx council swearing in w More than half the Phoenix City Council took their oaths of 
office today [Monday] Government :42 Christina Estes

4/20/2021 Political infrastructure c/c

President Biden is pushing a roughly $2 trillion dollar 
infrastructure bill that has broad support by Democrats and 
independents, according to a new survey from NPR, PBS 
Newshour and Marist College.

Government :13 Tom Maxedon

4/20/2021 Supreme Court Ed Tax s

Today, the Arizona Supreme Court will hear an expedited 
constitutional challenge to a new voter-approved tax on high-
earning Arizonans that was designed to boost school 
funding.

Government :31 Jill Ryan

4/21/2021 Smoke free parks v Out of the ten largest U.S. cities, Phoenix said it was the 
only one that allowed smoking in city parks - until recently. Government :37 Christina Estes

4/21/2021 Chauvin trial reax c/c

Former Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin was led 
away in handcuffs Tuesday after a jury convicted him of 
killing George Floyd. Governor Doug Ducey has called on 
people to react to the verdict peacefully. 

Government :07 Matthew Casey

4/22/2021 Medical zoning fight w Some residents in north Phoenix had a message for city 
leaders yesterday (Wednesday): good project, bad location.

Government :46 Christina Estes

4/22/2021 Phoenix PD Reforms f

In its upcoming budget, the city of Phoenix plans to funnel 
money and add staff to an advocacy program housed in the 
fire department that right now can’t meet demand. But police-
reform activists oppose the plan that city officials hope will 
build community trust.

Government 4:19 Matthew Casey

4/26/2021 Q&AZ roads m Two listeners asked through KJZZ's Q&AZ reporting project 
how road projects are scheduled throughout Arizona.

Government 1:07 Jill Ryan

4/26/2021 Update Driver’s license c/c

As more people get vaccinated, Doug Pacey, with the 
Arizona Motor Vehicle Division, says many Arizonans 
looking to travel by airplane will soon need to have updated 
driver’s licenses.

Government :16 Jill Ryan



4/27/2021 Police database c/c

The Arizona Senate gave tentative approval to a bill that 
would allow police officers to avoid automatic discipline if 
they end up on a database that prosecutors use to keep 
tabs on misconduct.

Government :14 Jill Ryan

4/28/2021 Real ID deadline s

The Department of Homeland Security is extending the 
deadline to May 3, 2023 for REAL ID enforcement. That 
gives Arizonans more time to get the new ID needed to pass 
through federal TSA airport checkpoints for domestic flights 
and other restricted, federally secure facilities. Arizonans 
can get the new ID before the deadline at an Motor Vehicle 
Services office. 

Government :25 Rocio Hernandez

4/28/2021 Tribal lands v

U-S Interior Department officials have moved to reverse 
Trump Administration policies that Native American leaders 
said were hindering tribal efforts to establish, and 
consolidate their homelands.

Government :37 Jill Ryan

4/29/2021 Eviction help site w

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has 
ordered limits on some types of evictions through the end of 
June. But legal protections and financial resources can be 
difficult for tenants to navigate

Government :45 Katherine Davis-Young

4/30/2021 Census demographics c/c
Most 20-20 Census watchers were surprised this week 
when new numbers came out and Arizona did not gain a 
10th congressional seat. Jason [jur-guh-vitch] Jurjevich is an 
assistant professor of practice at the University of Arizona.

Government :04 Matthew Casey

4/30/2021 Chandler Officer Killed s
A Chandler Police Officer was struck and killed by a suspect 
driving a stolen vehicle overnight in Gilbert. The Chandler 
Police Department tweeted early this morning that the officer 
is 18-year veteran Christopher Farrar (fuh-RARR).

Government :28 Jill Ryan

4/5/2021 COVID Alz trials w

Clinical trials are an important step in finding treatments for 
certain diseases, like Alzheimer’s disease which has no 
cure. But because of the coronavirus pandemic, there are 
concerns that participation in these trials has been lagging

Health :48 Kathy Ritchie 

4/5/2021 Mesa vaccine site opening v
Part of a Mesa distribution center is transitioning to a 
coronavirus vaccination site today (Monday), and will be run 
by the Arizona Department of Health Services.

Health :38 Vaughan Jones

4/5/2021 CV parental loss v

For many, the social isolation, financial uncertainty and 
strain on support services caused by the pandemic has 
made losing loved ones even less bearable. Now, a new 
study raises concerns about the wellbeing of the many 
children who have lost a parent to COVID-19.

Health :37 Nick Gerbis

4/5/2021 Havasupai COVID free f After a year of COVID, there’s one place in Arizona that 
hasn’t seen a single case. Health 4:12 Ron Dungan

4/6/2021 Scottsdale vaccine site w Arizona is launching a new state-run COVID-19 vaccination 
site in the North Valley. Health :42 Rocio Hernandez

4/6/2021 Scottsdale vaccine site c/c
Arizona officials announced today (Monday) that they are 
opening a new state-run COVID-19 vaccination site in 
Scottsdale. 

Health :09 Rocio Hernandez

4/7/2021 Vaccines all counties v All counties in Arizona have now opened COVID-19 vaccine 
eligibility to all adults. Health :41 Katherine Davis-Young



4/7/2021 Covid equality report w
Arizona’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic was among 
the least effective of any state...that’s according to a new 
report from UC Berkeley.

Health :50 Katherine Davis-Young

4/7/2021 Disability vax event v

Governor Ducey announced today (Tuesday) that the state 
will partner with disability organizations to offer COVID-19 
vaccinations to people with disabilities, their family and 
caregivers starting this weekend.

Health :36 Kathy Ritchie 

4/7/2021 Vax rollout Hermosillo w
Older residents of Hermosillo, the Sonoran capital, started 
receiving their first doses of coronavirus vaccine today 
(Tuesday).

Health :45 Murphy Woodhouse

4/8/2021 LTC pharma wrap up m
Pharmacy chains like Walgreens and CVS have been 
vaccinating long-term care residents and staff since 
December. Now, that program is coming to an end.

Health 1:09 Kathy Ritchie 

4/8/2021 Biodesign update w
COVID-19 infections are on the rise in several states. Now 
Arizona’s progress against the virus appears to be slowing 
too. 

Health :47 Katherine Davis-Young

4/9/2021 Too much vax w

For months, people who wanted the coronavirus vaccine 
either had to wait their turn or compete for an appointment. 
Now, one healthcare group says it has plenty of supply for 
anyone who wants it, including the homebound.

Health :49 Kathy Ritchie 

4/12/2021 Teens COVID vaccine m Arizona teens 16 and older are now eligible for COVID-19 
vaccines. Health 1:08 Rocio Hernandez

4/12/2021 LTC ombudsman m

Long-term care ombudsmen serve as advocates for people 
living in nursing homes who may not have family or friends 
to be their voice. But where were they during the pandemic, 
when nursing homes were locked down? It’s a question one 
organization set out to answer.

Health 1:10 Kathy Ritchie 

4/12/2021 Underserved vax site c/c
The HeroZona and Equality Health Foundations launched a 
permanent vaccine site at South Mountain Community 
College in south Phoenix today (Saturday).

Health :13 Vaughan Jones

4/12/2021 Community leaders vaccine c/c Community leaders in Arizona are working to combat 
hesitancy surrounding COVID-19 vaccines. Health :12 Vaughan Jones

4/12/2021 Desert Arena opening s The state-run vaccination site at Arizona’s State University’s 
Desert Financial Arena opens today on the Tempe campus.

Health :26 Jill Ryan

4/13/2021 Yuma water w
Elevated levels of the coronavirus were detected in 
wastewater testing sites throughout Yuma County at the end 
of March.

Health :37 Autriya Maneshni 

4/13/2021 Vaccine demand c/c
Arizona’s health department says demand for COVID-19 
vaccinations is slowing down in our state. Thousands of 
appointment slots remain unclaimed at state-run sites.

Health :11 Katherine Davis-Young

4/14/2021 J&J vaccine pause v

The state health department is pausing its use of the 
Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine on advice from the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the Food 
and Drug Administration

Health :39 Rocio Hernandez



4/15/2021 Kids vaccine c/c

Drugmaker Moderna is continuing to research the 
effectiveness of its COVID-19 vaccine for children...And 
Arizona is one of the places where those trials are taking 
place. Dr. Steve Plimpton is principal investigator in Phoenix. 
He says Arizona parents have been eager to sign their kids 
up. And he says so far, the results look promising for kids 
between the ages of 6 months and 12 years.

Health :10 Katherine Davis-Young

4/15/2021 Johnson & Johnson vax m

Arizona’s health department is pausing distribution of the 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine following recommendations 
from the CDC and FDA… this comes after reports of a 
handful of recipients developed blood clots. Public health 
experts in our state say they hope the pause will be brief.

Health 1:08 Katherine Davis-Young

4/15/2021 Johnson & Johnson vax c/c

Arizona’s health department is following the CDC and FDA’s 
recommendation to pause use of the Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine after rare reports of blood clots. Naomi Lopez is 
director of healthcare policy with Arizona’s Goldwater 
Institute. 

Health :09 Katherine Davis-Young

4/15/2021 Border town seniors vaccinated w
As COVID-19 vaccinations continue a slow roll-out in 
Mexico, some older adults in the state of Sonora are finally 
receiving second doses this week.

Health :48 Kendal Blust

4/16/2021 Spanish vaccine hotline w A new hotline service is providing information about COVID-
19 vaccines to Spanish speakers in Maricopa County. 

Health :44 Katherine Davis-Young

4/16/2021 Spanish vaccine hotline c/c

Maricopa County Public Health is partnering with the 
community information service, 2-1-1, to offer a new 
Spanish language hotline with information about COVID-19 
vaccines.

Health :12 Katherine Davis-Young

4/19/2021 Disability vaccine feedback w

Ability 360 recently hosted the first vaccine pod for people 
with disabilities, their families and caregivers. The event 
offered accommodations to people with a broad range of 
disabilities, something that was not available at the state run 
vaccine pods.

Health :41 Kathy Ritchie 

4/19/2021 AARP staffing m

The number of coronavirus cases and deaths in nursing 
homes is declining in Arizona, according to the latest figures 
from AARP’s Nursing Home COVID-19 Dashboard. But 
there are still challenges, specifically when it comes to long-
term care staffing.

Health 1:08 Kathy Ritchie 

4/19/2021 Covid Vaccine Infection c/c

As of Sunday, the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention’s statistics show that over 50% of adults in 
America have gotten at least one dose of a coronavirus 
vaccine.

Health :14 Vaughan Jones

4/19/2021 Johnson & Johnson review c/c

When the CDC recommended a pause on the Johnson and 
Johnson vaccine, in light of a few rare blood clot incidents, 
states reserved the right to choose whether or not to follow 
that advice.

Health :15 Jill Ryan



4/19/2021 Howie - Christ on vaccines c/c

With at least a quarter of Arizona residents fully vaccinated 
and over a third with one shot, state run vaccination sites will 
begin taking walk-ins.

State Health Director Dr. Cara Christ says two sites have 
already begun doing this as demand for the vaccine slows.

Health :16 Jill Ryan

4/21/2021 Popescu vaccines & masks c/c
More than 4.5 million doses of coronavirus vaccines have 
been administered in Arizona, according to the latest figures 
from the state health department.

Health :13 Tom Maxedon

4/21/2021 Vax rankings slip w More than half of U.S. adults have now had at least one 
dose of a COVID-19 vaccine. Health :51 Katherine Davis-Young

4/22/2021 Elder mental health c/c
Volunteers and citizen scientists with the Arizona Museum of 
Natural History have helped discover a new species of plant-
eating dinosaur that lived about 79 million years ago. It is the 
earliest and southernmost example of its kind found.

Health :10 Kathy Ritchie 

4/22/2021 Senior alcohol use m
Over the course of the last year, alcohol consumption is up. 
Some people use it to cope with anxiety or stress… this is 
especially true among some older adults.

Health 1:11 Kathy Ritchie 

4/22/2021 Biodesign update c/c

Health experts continue to weigh in on Governor Ducey’s 
decision to allow schools to end face mask requirements. 
Dr. Josh LaBaer with ASU’s Biodesign Institute points out 
classrooms bring together dozens of people from different 
households in an enclosed space.

Health :11 Katherine Davis-Young

4/22/2021 Air quality report c/c The Valley received mixed grades in the American Lung 
Association’s 2021 State of the Air report. Health :16 Kerry Fehr Snyder

4/22/2021 Vaccine New Strategy c/c

As the COVID vaccine supply increases and appointments 
become more readily available, the executive director of the 
Arizona Public Health Association, Will Humble, says there 
needs to be a change in strategy.

Health :11 Jill Ryan

4/22/2021 Tucson mobile sites v
As thousands of appointments go unfilled at Arizona’s mass 
vaccination sites, plans for a proposed federally-operated 
site have fallen through.

Health :35 Jill Ryan

4/23/2021 WestWorld vaccines w

COVID-19 vaccinations are now underway at WestWorld of 
Scottsdale. The events facility is the newest mass 
vaccination site from Arizona’s Department of Health 
Services.

Health :51 Katherine Davis-Young

4/26/2021 J&J Vaccine in AZ v

The Arizona Department of Health Services has advised 
health care providers to resume use of the Johnson & 
Johnson COVID-19 vaccine after an 11-day pause following 
a safety review.

Health :32 Vaughan Jones

4/26/2021 Marvasti Elder Travel c/c

As more people get vaccinated against Covid-19, many 
seniors have been able to get out of their houses safely for 
the first time in over a year.

The University of Arizona’s Dr. Shad Marvasti suggests that 
vaccinated seniors not only can, but should get out and 
travel.

Health :11 Vaughan Jones

4/26/2021 Humble Slow Vaccination Rates c/c
Over 40% of adults in Arizona have received at least one 
dose of a Covid-19 vaccine, but vaccination rates are 
declining in the state.

Health :08 Vaughan Jones



4/27/2021 Pandemic end stages c/c

As more Arizonans get vaccinated and COVID-related 
restrictions are loosened around the state, some medical 
researchers assert we are in the waning days of the 
pandemic.

Health :17 Tom Maxedon

4/27/2021 UA mobile vaccine c/c
With demand for COVID-19 vaccines slowing down, the 
University of Arizona will put more focus on vaccination 
efforts for underserved and rural communities.

Health :11 Rocio Hernandez

4/27/2021 Gila River Tribe mobile clinics w THE GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY UNVEILED A NEW 
TOOL TO HELP NATIVE AMERICANS FIGHT COVID-19.

Health :46 Tom Maxedon onkite News' Michael Pleas

4/28/2021 Vaccine Walk-ins v
If you need a COVID-19 vaccine you’ll no longer need an 
appointment at state-run sites. Arizona’s health department 
says it has plenty of supply for walk-ins

Health :41 Katherine Davis-Young

4/29/2021 CV vaxx hopes w For weeks, COVID-19 cases in Arizona have held steady at 
600-700 per day, as slackening vaccination rates contend 
with the dominant – and more infectious – UK variant.

Health :35 Nick Gerbis

4/29/2021 Homeless vaccinations c/c

Anyone over 16 is eligible to get a COVID-19 vaccine in 
Arizona and hundreds of locations around the state are 
administering shots. But accessing the vaccine is still difficult 
for some.

Health :15 Katherine Davis-Young

4/29/2021 Sleep dementia w
A new study in the journal Nature Communications found 
that sleep — or the lack of it in midlife — is a risk factor for 
developing dementia later in life.

Health :46 Kathy Ritchie 

4/8/2021 ICE hotel bed contracts v

Federal authorities are expecting so many migrant families 
to seek asylum at the U-S border this year that they’ve 
contracted with a Texas-based group to help house them. At 
least some beds the group has access to are in metro 
Phoenix.

Immigration :41 Matthew Casey

4/9/2021 National Guard at Border c/c

Governor Doug Ducey says he’s prepared to send the 
Arizona National Guard to the border to deal with an 
increasing number of migrants trying to cross, even if it 
means at the state’s expense.

Immigration :17 Jill Ryan

4/12/2021 Tucson migrant center v
A tent-like facility to house migrants will go up near the 
Tucson International Airport in the coming weeks, according 
to a Tucson Border Patrol official.

Immigration :37 Vaughan Jones

4/14/2021 Migrant tent facility w
More information is emerging about a tent-like facility that 
the U.S. Border Patrol is planning to erect in Tucson to 
house asylum seekers.

Immigration :50 AZPM Alisa Reznick

4/15/2021 Migrant family hotels w

A government contract that gives certain migrant families 
hotel rooms in Arizona was driven by a change in the 
demographics of who comes to the U-S border. For years, 
Central American families and children traveling alone have 
been outnumbering single Mexican men.

Immigration :50 Matthew Casey

4/20/2021 Border crosser deaths w

More bodies of undocumented immigrants who died trying to 
cross through Arizona were recovered from the desert even 
as apprehensions dropped, a new study by the University of 
Arizona has found.

Immigration :46 Michel Marizco

4/21/2021 Ducey sends Natl Guard to border c/c Governor Ducey says he is sending the Arizona National 
Guard to the border. Immigration :12 Tom Maxedon



4/21/2021 Guard deployment sheriffs m

Governor Ducey declared a state of emergency in Arizona’s 
border counties Tuesday in order to deploy the Arizona 
National Guard. The governor says the deployment is meant 
to help local law enforcement address an uptick in migrant 
apprehensions.

Immigration 1:09 AZPM Alisa Reznick

4/23/2021 Migrant dropoffs w

 A local aid group says the federal government has dropped 
100-to-200 individual migrants at the bus station this week, 
while a local shelter for them has gone mostly unused. 
Maricopa County says it’s working to redirect all releases to 
the shelter.

Immigration :48 Matthew Casey

4/26/2021 Port crossings v Though pandemic restrictions remain in place, crossings at 
Arizona border ports continue to steadily increase. Immigration :38 Murphy Woodhouse

4/28/2021 Biden's first 100 days: Asylum f

Many people were hopeful that President Biden would 
quickly undo Trump-era policies that cut off access to 
asylum at the U.S.-Mexico border. But nearly 100 days into 
his presidency, that protection remains elusive for most. 
From the Fronteras Desk in Hermosillo, KJZZ’s Kendal Blust 
takes us to the border in the third part of our week-long 
series Biden’s First 100 Days: The Impacts On Arizona.

Immigration 4:47 Kendal Blust

4/29/2021 Tucson tents w
A temporary tent facility that the Border Patrol will use to 
process asylum seekers arriving at the U.S.-Mexico border 
is ready for operation in Tucson.

Immigration :55 AZPM Alisa Reznick

4/5/2021 Chavez Spanish Institute v

In 2019, a mass shooter at an El Paso Walmart specifically 
targeted Latinos, sending shock waves throughout the 
continent. As part of its response, the Mexican government 
initiated a project to empower its citizens and Hispanics 
across North America through language. 

International :40 Rodrigo Cervantes

4/5/2021 key issues arrest warrants for adm v

Turkey has issued arrest warrants for ten retired admirals 
who'd warned against the possible withdrawal from a treaty 
governing the use of a strategically important waterway. The 
former naval officers are accused of threatening Turkey's 
constitutional order

International :31 BBC Mike Sanders

4/5/2021 nyahu corruption trial hears first w v
The Israeli court hearing Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu's corruption trial has been told he misused his 
power in his dealings with media bosses. 

International :32 BBC Yolande Knell

4/5/2021 h China Sea: The Philippines and v

A war of words is continuing between the Philippines and 
China over a recent amassing of ships in disputed waters of 
the South China Sea. Manila says they are Chinese militia 
boats encroaching on its territorial waters. Beijing insists 
they are fishing vessels.

International :35 BBC Howard Johnson

4/6/2021 Mexico vaccination w

About 168 million coronavirus vaccines have been 
administered in the U.S., while in Mexico only about 9 
million. That’s almost half of the U.S. population vaccinated 
with at least one dose, compared to only 7 percent of 
Mexico’s population.

International :46 Rodrigo Cervantes



4/6/2021 Mexicans border v

A recent report from the non-partisan Pew Research Center 
using data from the U.S. Border and Customs Protection 
says migrant apprehensions at the US-Mexico border are 
surging again. And Mexican nationals are accounting for a 
greater share of those detentions.

International :41 Rodrigo Cervantes

4/6/2021 ralia/New Zealand lift travel restric v
The prime minister of New Zealand has announced that 
quarantine- free travel between New Zealand and Australia 
will start on April 19th.

International :32 BBC Shaimaa Khalil

4/6/2021 Greenland votes v

The people of Greenland go to the polls today (Tues) to 
elect a new government. The vote may help to decide 
whether Greenland becomes a major global source of rare 
earth metals. 

International :35 BBC Mike Sanders

4/6/2021 rth Korea pulls out of Tokyo Olymp v

North Korea has said it will not participate in the Tokyo 
Olympics, which start in July, dashing hopes that the Games 
could help to revive peace negotiations with South Korea. 
Pyongyang said it made the decision last week, to protect its 
athletes from the coronavirus. The government in the South 
had hoped the Games in Japan might rekindle stalled peace 
talks

International :32 BBC Wingfield Hayes

4/7/2021 Haitian Migrants f

 
Haitians seeking asylum in the United States are fleeing 
violence, political instability, and racism in their journey to  
Mexican cities along the U.S. border, like Tijuana.

International 4:01 KPBS Max Rivlin-Nadler

4/7/2021 Brazil records 4,200 in 24 hours v

Brazilian health officials say they've registered nearly four-
thousand two hundred coronavirus deaths in twenty-four 
hours - a new record. The public health system has been 
overwhelmed by a surge in the number of cases since the 
beginning of the year. 

International :33 BBC Will Grant

4/7/2021 Hungary reopens amid third wave v

Hungary is relaxing its covid restrictions today (Weds), 
despite being in the grip of a third wave of the virus, with 
hospitals at full capacity.  The prime minister, Viktor Orban, 
is shortening an overnight curfew and many shops and 
services will reopen

International :37 BBC Nick Thorpe

4/7/2021 ves related to Rwanda genocide o v

For the first time, France has opened to the public key 
archives relating to the 1990's genocide in Rwanda. It's 
being presented to the general public 27 years to the day 
from the start of the genocide of Tutsis (TUUT-sees) and 
moderate Hutus (HOO-toos).

International :33 BBC David Bamford

4/8/2021 Myanmar Model Arrested v
The military authorities in Myanmar have arrested one of the 
country's best-known celebrities, who has been active in 
protests calling for a return to democracy.

International :38 BBC Laura Bicker

4/8/2021 Australia/ Humpback whales v

Australia is considering removing humpback whales from 
the threatened species list. There are estimated to be more 
than forty thousand of these large marine mammals in 
Australian waters.

International :30 BBC Phil Mercer



4/8/2021 Indian Vaccine producers v

The Indian pharmaceutical company licensed to make global 
supplies of AstraZeneca's coronavirus vaccine has accused 
Europe and the U-S of holding back vital raw materials 
needed for production. The head of the Serum Institute of 
India, described production capacity as quote - "stressed". 

International :35 BBC Elettra Neysmith

4/9/2021 Mexico women disappear w
Mexican officials say they believe human trafficking is driving 
high numbers of disappearances of women and girls in 
neighboring Sonora and across the country.

International :48 Kendal Blust

4/9/2021 Journalist disappearance w

Leaders in Mexico say they are working to provide some 
relief to family members of a Sonoran journalist who went 
missing 16 years ago this month. The case remains 
unsolved.

International :47 Kendal Blust

4/9/2021 Global Instability by 2040 v

US intelligence agencies have warned of political volatility 
and possibly more global conflict by 20-40. In its latest 
report, the National Intelligence Council says that people will 
become increasingly distrustful of leaders and governments 
will struggle to find solutions.

International :36 BBC Gorden Corera

4/9/2021 Ukraine/Russia-backed Rebels v

A senior official in Russia has said that Moscow could 
intervene to help its citizens in eastern Ukraine, as tensions 
rise in the region. An unnamed US defense official has told 
CNN that Washington is considering sending warships into 
the Black Sea in a show of support for Ukraine.

International :35 BBC Mark Lobel

4/9/2021 Philippines/China tensions escalat v
Tensions have escalated between China and the Philippines 
over disputed waters. On Thursday, the Chinese Navy sent 
two fast attack craft to chase down a Filipino ship within the 
Philippine's internationally recognized waters

International :32 BBC Howard Johnson

4/12/2021 tch tourists test vacation in pande v

A Dutch travel company is flying nearly two-hundred people 
to Greece for an eight-day vacation - in a trip designed to 
test if tourism is possible during the  pandemic.  The all-
inclusive getaway on the island of Rhodes costs almost five-
hundred dollars per person. 

International :33 BBC Anna Holligan

4/12/2021 England virus/lockdown rules v

England is lifting many of its coronavirus restrictions after 
months of lockdown.  Non-essential shops will reopen and 
restaurants and pubs will be able to serve customers sitting 
outside.  People will also be able to take domestic vacations. 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson described the move as a 
"major" step towards normality, but urged everyone to 
"behave responsibly". 

International :35 BBC Rob Watson

4/12/2021 Ecuador presidential winner v

A conservative former banker – Guillermo Lasso (ghee-
YAIR-mo LASS-o) – has declared victory in Ecuador's 
presidential election after winning more than fifty percent of 
the vote. His rival – Andres Arauz (an-DRESS arr-OWSS) – 
congratulated him. 

International :28 BBC Nicolas Rocha

4/13/2021 Sonora wrong direction v The coronavirus numbers are heading in the wrong direction 
in several key Sonoran cities. International :38 Murphy Woodhouse

4/13/2021 Semana Santa measures w
Visitors wanting to get to San Carlos, one of Sonora’s best 
known beach destinations, had to show recent negative 
Covid-19 tests over the last two weeks.

International :39 Murphy Woodhouse



4/13/2021 Japan // Fukushima water release v

Japan's neighbors have criticized Tokyo's plan to release 
millions of tonnes of contaminated water from the stricken 
Fukushima nuclear plant into the sea. China called Japan's 
decision extremely irresponsible; South Korea expressed 
deep regret.

International :24 BBC Nick Marsh

4/13/2021 Hong Kong newspaper/attack v
A newspaper often critical of the Chinese government has 
promised to keep publishing after its printing press in Hong 
Kong was damaged in an attack.

International :29 BBC Michael Bristow

4/13/2021 ea //Philippines summons China a v

The Philippines has summoned the Chinese ambassador in 
Manila to complain at the continued presence of Chinese 
vessels near a disputed reef in the South China Sea. More 
than two hundred Chinese boats appeared near Whitsun 
Reef last month. Both countries claim the area.

International :29 BBC Howard Johnson

4/14/2021 Mexico COVID response w A new report finds that the pandemic toll in Mexico is among 
the highest in the world, due in part to how it’s been handled. 

International :47 Murphy Woodhouse

4/14/2021 Kerry to China over climate v

U-S Climate envoy John Kerry is travelling to China to try to 
persuade Beijing to agree to new targets on cutting 
greenhouse gas emissions. Kerry is the first senior official 
from the Biden administration to visit China.

International :30 BBC Robin Brant

4/14/2021 Tokyo Olympics success? v

Japan has marked the hundredth day until the start of the 
delayed Tokyo Olympics with a ceremony unveiling statues 
of the two mascots. The Tokyo governor said she was 
determined to make the event a success.

International :35 BBC Rupert Wingfield-Hayes

4/14/2021 Biden Admin/UAE arms deal v

Congress has been advised that the Biden Administration is 
going ahead with a twenty-three billion dollar arms deal 
agreed with the United Arab Emirates by Donald Trump just 
before he left office.  The weapons include advanced F-35 
aircraft, armed drones and missiles.

International :36 BBC Sameer Hashmi

4/15/2021 Mexico vaccine trials w

A new COVID-19 vaccine being developed in Mexico is 
ready to enter the first phase of clinical trials. Officials say it 
could be approved for emergency use by the end of the 
year.

International :45 Kendal Blust

4/15/2021 India’s new covid cases v

India has registered a record number of new coronavirus 
cases -- more than two hundred thousand in the last 24 
hours. The health ministry says the number of Covid-related 
deaths was just over a thousand for the second day in a 
row. 

International :33 BBC Jill McGivering

4/15/2021 US delegation meets Taiwan prez v

Taiwan's president has told a visiting delegation of former 
senior US officials that China's military activities are 
threatening regional stability.  The delegation includes two 
former deputy secretaries of state and former Senator Chris 
Dodd. 

International :31 BBC Cindy Sui

4/15/2021 K urged to impose China sanction v

More than a hundred British lawmakers have written to 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson urging him to impose 
sanctions on Chinese officials responsible for the crackdown 
on pro- democracy protestors in Hong Kong.

International :34 BBC James Landale

4/16/2021 Sonora Plastic Bag Ban v
A new law passed this week in neighboring Sonora, Mexico, 
aims to crack down on the use of single-use plastic in part 
by banning non-biodegradable plastic bags.

International :42 Kendal Blust



4/16/2021 Feminist group protests w

A group of women marched through the streets of the 
Sonora capital Hermosillo Wednesday to protest what they 
call a patriarchal system that fails to protect victims from 
their aggressors.

International :47 Kendal Blust

4/16/2021azil corruption ruling/Former presid v

The Supreme Court in Brazil has annulled the corruption 
convictions of former president, Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva (loo-
EESS ee-NASS-yoo 'LOO-luh' duh SEEL-vuh). The ruling 
paves the way for the left- wing leader to run for the 
presidency again in next year's election. 

International :30 BBC Leonardo Rocha

4/16/2021 Myanmar protest leaders arrested v At least thirty- six protest leaders have been arrested in 
Myanmar in a series of raids by the security forces. International :36 BBC Nick Marsh

4/16/2021China’s economic growth/pandemi v

China says its economy grew by a record 18-percent in the 
first three months of this year, suggesting the country's 
recovery from the impact of the coronavirus pandemic is 
accelerating.  Industrial output alone grew 14-percent and 
export growth appears particularly high.

International :41 BBC Robin Brant

4/19/2021 zerland relaxes restrictions despite v

Switzerland will begin to relax pandemic restrictions today, 
despite rising case numbers. The government admits it is a 
calculated risk but justified because cases are rising very 
slowly, the vaccination program is speeding up, and 
hospitals are coping

International :31 BBC Imogen Foulkes

4/19/2021 India COVID #s / Delhi v
Delhi, the Indian city worst affected by coronavirus, has 
announced a strict lockdown for a week.  The capital's chief 
minister has called the situation very serious.

International :25 BBC Rajini Vaidyanathan

4/19/2021 ustralian/New Zealand bubble trav v

Emotional scenes have taken place at airports in Australia 
and New Zealand as people greeted families and friends, 
after arriving on flights made possible by a new pandemic 
bubble plan.

International :37 BBC Shaimaa Khalil

4/20/2021 AMLO Biden Harris w
Mexico’s president has a plan to try to stop climate change 
and Central American migration simultaneously. And to 
make it happen, he wants support from the United States.

International :44 Rodrigo Cervantes

4/20/2021 Northern Mexico Job Growth v Employment numbers in neighboring Sonora are improving International :39 Murphy Woodhouse

4/20/2021 na’s President criticizes US and al v

President Xi Jinping (SHEE zihn -ping) of China has used a 
keynote speech to criticize what he called the unilateralism 
of certain countries, at the expense of the UN centered 
global order. 

International :32 BBC

4/20/2021 US Ambassador recalled v

The US State Department says its ambassador to Moscow 
is returning to Washington for consultations, after a series of 
tit-for-tat expulsions. The US has imposed new sanctions on 
Russia over its election interference and aggression against 
Ukraine; Russia recalled its ambassador to Moscow after 
President Biden said he agreed President Putin was a killer.

International :42 BBC

4/20/2021 n surge after Post-COVID energy v

The International Energy Agency is predicting a big surge in 
C- O-Two emissions from fossil fuels this year, as the world 
rebounds from the coronavirus pandemic. Total emissions 
for 20-21 are expected to be slightly lower than before the 
pandemic the agency says but C- O-Two is likely to rise by 
the second largest annual amount on record.

International :39 BBC



4/21/2021 Gender ID recipients w

Roughly six months after the Sonoran Congress approved a 
law that allows transgender Sonorans to correct their official 
documents, the first applicants started the process this 
week. 

International :34 Murphy Woodhouse

4/21/2021opean soccer super league//next s v
The breakaway European Super League Football 
competition says it’s considering appropriate steps forward 
following the withdrawal of all six wealthy English Premier 
clubs who'd pledged to join six clubs from Spain and Italy.

International :30 BBC Dan Roan

4/21/2021 rn Ireland survey to leave UK in th v

A poll commissioned by the BBC suggests that most people 
living in Northern Ireland believe it will leave the U-K in the 
next twenty-five years. Under the 1998 peace deal, the 
British government can call a referendum on the issue.

International :30 BBC Chris Page

4/21/2021 Denmark vaccine passports v

Denmark is taking a major step to ease coronavirus 
restrictions. Starting today, Danes who want to enter 
stadiums, bars, restaurants, and museums must show a 
"coronavirus passport" to prove they are infection- free.

International :31 BBC Adrienne Murray

4/22/2021 n missile lands near Israeli nuclea v

A Syrian missile has exploded in southern Israel, not far 
from a nuclear site. The Israeli Defense Forces said the 
surface to air missile was one of several fired at Israeli 
aircraft, and had overflown its target.

International :29 BBC Yolande Knell

4/22/2021 India COVID spike v

India has reported the biggest daily rise in coronavirus 
infections of any country since the start of the pandemic, 
with almost 315- thousand new cases registered. The 
Supreme Court has directed the government to produce a 
national plan to address an acute shortage of oxygen and 
essential drugs.

International :27 BBC Yogita Limaye

4/22/2021 rvasive racism and failure to comm v

An investigation in Britain has found that pervasive racism 
was behind a failure to properly commemorate black and 
Asian soldiers who died more than a century ago fighting for 
the former British Empire.  The Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission said more than a hundred-thousand World War 
One casualties were not remembered by name in the same 
way as their white comrades.

International :32 BBC Jonathan Beale

4/23/2021 Mexico climate summit c/c
40 world leaders are meeting virtualy at the Summit on 
Climate hosted by president Joe Biden to discuss stronger 
global environmental actions. 

International :07 Rodrigo Cervantes

4/23/2021 Mexico reax U.S. warning v

This week, the United States raised travel advisories for 
more than 100 countries around the world to its highest level 
citing the risks of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. But 
Mexican officials say they’re worried that the new warning 
will be harmful to the economy.

International :34 Kendal Blust

4/23/2021 Indonesian missing sub v Rescuers in Indonesia are in a desperate race against time 
to find 53 sailors trapped inside a missing submarine. International :31 BBC Michael Bristow

4/23/2021 India COVID low oxygen v

The chief minister of the Indian capital, Delhi, has made an 
emotional plea for help in getting life-saving oxygen to 
hospitals struggling to save patients with the coronavirus. He 
asked the prime minister to make sure oxygen supplies from 
neighboring states had unhindered passage. 

International :27 BBC Arunoday Mukharji



4/23/2021 Millions hungry in Myanmar v
The United Nations World Food Program is warning that as 
many as three million more people may go hungry in 
Myanmar in the aftermath of the military coup in February.

International :30 BBC Jonathan Head

4/26/2021 Sonora third wave w

Health officials in Mexico say 16 states are contributing to a 
nationwide increase in COVID-19 cases. Among those 
contributing to a possible third wave of the virus is 
neighboring Sonora.

International :49 Kendal Blust

4/26/2021 US sends covid aid to India v

India has again seen a record number of coronavirus 
infections and deaths as the international community rallies 
to help its health service. Doctors in the capital, Delhi, say 
people are dying on the streets outside hospitals as they 
wait to be admitted. Virologists expect the rate of infections 
to continue to increase for several weeks.

International :39 BBC  Nikhil Inamdar

4/26/2021eases security update in fight with v Apple is expected in the next few days to release an 
upgrade to its operating system for iPhones which has led to 
public disagreements with another tech giant, Facebook. 

International :27 BBC Amol Rajan

4/26/2021an countries begin easing travel re v

More European countries are easing coronavirus restrictions 
as their vaccinaton programs gain momentum. Italy will 
allow restaurants and bars to serve customers outside.  In 
France, children are returning to schools, in Belgium 
hairdressers are re-opening, while pubs are again taking 
orders outdoors in Scotland.

International :26 BBC Nick Beake

4/27/2021 Court law Mexico w
Mexico’s president has been promoting several controversial 
reforms and, among them, one that would extend the period 
of leadership at the Supreme Court. 

International :40 Rodrigo Cervantes

4/27/2021 Mexico ambassador US v

President Joe Biden has ratified Mexico’s new ambassador 
in Washington. The ambassador has served as a public 
official for decades and many analysts consider him a close 
ally to Mexico’s president. 

International :37 Rodrigo Cervantes

4/27/2021 Rural Second Doses v Second doses for older residents in rural communities in 
Sonora, Arizona’s neighbor to the south, have arrived. International :33 Murphy Woodhouse

4/27/2021 Cajeme strategy v
Sonoran authorities are pushing for a restructuring of 
security strategies in Cajeme (ka-HAY-may), where violence 
has been rising in recent months.

International :36 Murphy Woodhouse

4/27/2021 ael accused by Human Rights Wa v

Human Rights Watch has accused Israel of committing the 
crimes of apartheid and persecution against Palestinians.  It 
says their movements are restricted and their land 
confiscated, and that breaches an international convention 
which states that apartheid is a crime against humanity.   
The Israeli foreign ministry has rejected the report as 
preposterous.

International :31 BBC Jeremy Bowen

4/27/2021 Border post attack in Myanmar v

There've been clashes between the military and a separatist 
group in Myanmar,  close to the border with Thailand.

An army border post has been captured and destroyed by 
the Karen National Union, an ethnic militia supporting those 
opposed to the coup.

International :33 BBC Jonathan Head



4/27/2021 HBSC reports big profits v
Europe's biggest bank, HSBC, has recorded a pre-tax profit 
of 5-point-8 billion dollars in the first quarter - up almost 
eighty percent from the same period last year.

International :37 BBC Katie Silver

4/28/2021 Remains recovered w

A group of volunteers searching for the remains of missing 
loved ones has discovered a major clandestine graveyard 
near the Sonoran capital. From the Fronteras Desk in 
Hermosillo (air-mo-SEE-yo)<, KJZZ’s Murphy Woodhouse 
reports.

International :39 Murphy Woodhouse

4/28/2021 Somali president calls for elections v

Somalia's President Mohamed Abdullahi Farmajo has 
backed down from his attempt to extend his tenure for two 
years - a political move that had sparked fighting in the 
capital Mogadishu between soldiers supporting and 
opposing him. 

International :36 BBC Julian Bedford

4/28/2021UK to cut water sanitation program v
A leaked government document says Britain's funding for 
water and sanitation projects overseas will be cut by more 
than eighty-percent this year.

International :38 BBC James Landale

4/28/2021 Brexit - EU approves trade dea v

The European parliament has approved the post-Brexit 
trade and cooperation deal with Britain by an overwhelming 
majority.  The agreement has been operating provisionally 
since January. It allows for tariff- and quota-free trade 
across the English Channel.

International :31 BBC Jean Mackenzie

4/29/2021 Biden 100 energy f

President Biden favors renewable energy while reducing 
fossil fuel emissions and dependence. But his counterpart in 
Mexico is, instead, prioritizing oil while leaving clean 
energies behind.
 
The difference has already generated tension and concerns 
that could impact trade and investment.

International 3:40 Rodrigo Cervantes

4/29/2021a launches first module for space s v
China has taken the next step in its ambitious space 
program -- by successfully launching the first part of a 
permanent orbiting station.

International :28 BBC Stephen McDonell

4/29/2021 India COVID: US aid arrives v
The United States says it's sending more than a-hundred 
million dollars in supplies to help India battle coronavirus, 
with a first flight arriving today.

International :29 BBC Nikhil Inamdar

4/29/2021 K reduces family planning foreign a v

The British government is to cut its aid contribution to the 
UN Population Fund by eighty-five percent this year.  The 
agency's director said the reduction would be devastating for 
women and girls now facing unintended pregnancies and 
unsafe abortions.

International :39 BBC James Landale

4/30/2021 S African Variant in Sonora w
A South African variant of COVID-19 was detected for the 
first time in Mexico this week - including one case in 
neighboring Sonora.

International :40 Kendal Blust

4/30/2021 US Ambassador vs AMLO w

In an online public meeting, the US ambassador in Mexico 
during the Trump administration, Christopher Landau (lan-
DOH), criticized the Mexican president’s lack of actions 
against drug cartels

International :43 Rodrigo Cervantes



4/30/2021 LeBaron Family Accusation w

A new conflict has erupted between the governments of the 
Mexican border states of Sonora and Chihuahua and the 
LeBaróns (leh-bah-RUN), the community near the U.S. 
border where nine women and children were attacked and 
murdered in 2019.

International :38 Rodrigo Cervantes

4/30/2021 Medical aid arrives in India v

The first U-S shipment of emergency medical supplies has 
arrived in India, as part of an international effort to help 
tackle record daily increases in coronavirus cases. The 
supplies include hundreds of oxygen tanks and ventilators.

International :28 BBC Arunoday Mukharji

4/30/2021 Jewish festival stampede v
Emergency workers in Israel say at least forty-four people 
have been killed and one hundred and fifty injured in a crush 
at a Jewish festival.

International :37 BBC Tom Bateman

4/30/2021anmar coup // Thailand takes refug v

Thailand says more than two-thousand refugees have 
crossed the border from Myanmar, to escape escalating 
violence between the army and rebels. The Myanmar 
military seized power in February.

International :37 BBC Laura Bicker

4/5/2021 Giles  Mesa  referendum c/c

A local advocacy group called United for Mesa, along with 
the Center for Arizona Policy, has filed a petition to bring 
Mesa’s recent nondiscrimination ordinance to a vote in the 
city’s next election.

Politics :13 Vaughan Jones

4/5/2021 eater PHX Leadership voting edito v
Civic and business leaders known as the Greater Phoenix 
Leadership are speaking out against proposed changes to 
how elections are conducted in Arizona.

Politics :34 Vaughan Jones

4/5/2021 Nez Face The Nation c/c

The Navajo Nation, despite recent success in mitigating 
Covid-19, was severely affected by the virus at the start of 
the pandemic. 

Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez told CBS’s “Face the 
Nation” about the difficulties his community faced, and how 
it’s overcoming them.

Politics :11 Vaughan Jones

4/6/2021 Penzone on border c/c Governor Ducey and other Republicans have made it clear 
they believe President Biden and his policies are to blame 
for the current influx of migrants at the southern border.

Politics :16 Tom Maxedon

4/6/2021 Arizona tax deadline v The deadline to file state tax returns WAS less than two 
weeks aways. Politics :30 Tom Maxedon

4/6/2021 Kelly in Yuma w U.S. Senator Mark Kelly was in Yuma today/Monday and 
met with local U.S. Border Patrol Yuma Sector officials Politics :41 KAWC Victor Calderón

4/6/2021 Election audit c/c

After the Maricopa County Board of Supervisors refused to 
open the county’s Tabulation and Election Center to outside 
auditors, Senate President Karen Fann said she now thinks 
the board was not as confident.

Politics :19 Jill Ryan

4/6/2021 Ducey Liability Signs v
Governor Doug Ducey signed the legislation giving 
businesses, nursing homes, schools and others a broad 
shield from lawsuits related to COVID-19.

Politics :34 Jill Ryan

4/7/2021 Transportation tax c/c

Plans are underway to ask voters in Maricopa County to 
extend – or possibly raise - a sales tax to fund regional 
transportation projects. Audra Thomas with the Maricopa 
Association of Governments says a new survey of likely 
voters shows strong support.

Politics :18 Christina Estes



4/7/2021 Phx budget hearings v For the second year, Phoenix is holding virtual hearings to 
gather input on the city’s budget Politics :29 Christina Estes

4/7/2021 Phoenix Mask Mandate v
Despite Governor Doug Ducey’s executive order, the 
Phoenix Mayor and City Council announced they will 
continue to enforce a mask mandate within the city limits.

Politics :31 Jill Ryan

4/8/2021 Elex bills GPL c/c

Some business executives with Greater Phoenix Leadership 
want state lawmakers to knock down a trio of bills they say 
are aimed at suppressing Arizona voters. The leaders 
oppose proposals to do things like erase names from the 
permanent early voting list, add new I-D requirements to 
vote by mail, and slash the time people get to vote early

Politics :11 Matthew Casey

4/8/2021 Abortion genetics c/c

A sweeping abortion bill that would have made it a felony in 
Arizona for a doctor to terminate a pregnancy because the 
fetus has a genetic abnormality, has failed in the state 
Senate.

Politics :16 Jill Ryan

4/9/2021 New National Guard commander v
Governor Ducey  has appointed the first woman to lead 
Arizona’s National Guard, plus direct the state Department 
of Emergency and Military Affairs.

Politics :41 Matthew Casey

4/9/2021 Ducey Voting c/c

In the wake of Major League Baseball pulling the All-Star 
Game out of Georgia to protest controversial voting laws, 
Arizona may face a similar fate.

But Governor Doug Ducey says his decision on whether to 
sign the bills opponents say will disenfranchise voters won't 
be swayed by fears of losing the 20-23 Super Bowl.

Politics :14 Jill Ryan

4/13/2021 Gaming Bill Senate dp

The Arizona Senate late Monday approved a key part of a 
plan that will increase gambling at casinos owned by Native 
American tribes. The bill will for the first time allow sports 
betting both on and off reservations.

Politics :13 & :16 Jill Ryan

4/13/2021 Brnovich sues Biden v

Republican Arizona Attorney General Mark Brnovich filed a 
lawsuit against the Biden Administration over what he says 
are “environmentally disruptive” decisions about the border 
wall and immigration policy.

Politics :24 Jill Ryan

4/13/2021 Election Audit Private Donations c/c

Just days after outlawing counties from accepting outside 
grants to run elections, the state Senate is now accepting 
private donations to complete its audit of the 20-20 election. 
There are no answers so far about whether donors will be 
publicly disclosed.

Politics :18 Jill Ryan

4/14/2021 Voting Letter s
Four national voting rights groups sent a letter to Arizona 
Republican Senate President Karen Fann, voicing their 
concerns about the Maricopa County Election audit

Politics :29 Jill Ryan

4/14/2021 Flat Tax c/c

Arizona Republican lawmakers are looking to compress all 
of the state's income tax brackets down to a single rate of 
2.5 percent by 20-24. But not all Republicans are in 
agreement.

Politics :05 Jill Ryan



4/14/2021 Voting restrictions Pt I f

Across the country… from Georgia to Arizona... Republican 
lawmakers have spent the months after the presidential 
election introducing bills critics say make voting harder and 
more complicated.
 
They’ve justified these proposals as a way to restore 
confidence in the state’s election process. 

Politics 4:22 Ben Giles

4/15/2021 Bennett on audit c/c

Months after Joe Biden won Arizona, the state Senate is 
preparing to launch its so-called forensic audit of the 20-20 
election. The head of the auditing company has seemed to 
push conspiracy theories about November’s result. Former 
Secretary of State Ken Bennett is coordinating the audit for 
the Senate. Bennett told KJZZ’s “The Show” that the C-E-O 
of Cyber Ninjas has not already made up his mind on what 
the results of the audit will be.   

Politics :12 Matthew Casey

4/15/2021 Fairgrounds location/ audit s

The Arizona Senate is renting the Veterans Memorial 
Coliseum at the state fairgrounds for its audit of Maricopa 
County's election results. Starting Monday and for four 
weeks, the former Phoenix Suns arena will store election 
equipment and 2.1 million 20-20 ballots, after the Senate 
was blocked from using the county’s election warehouse.

Politics :27 Jill Ryan

4/15/2021 Howie - Sex Ed c/c

On a party-line vote, the Arizona House passed legislation 
yesterday that will require special parental permission before 
a student is taught anything about sexual orientation, AIDs 
or HIV, or gender identity.

Politics :13 Jill Ryan

4/15/2021 Corporation commission shutoffs c/c
On a 3-2 vote, the Arizona Corporation Commission has 
decided to move forward with the standard of 95 degrees as 
the point that utilities cannot be shut off.

Politics :14 Jill Ryan

4/15/2021 Voting restrictions Pt 2 f
Democrats have spent the months since November pleading 
with their Republican colleagues to speak directly to doubtful 
voters… Tell them the election was fair.

Politics 4:35 Ben Giles

4/16/2021 Ducey Gaming c/c
Arizona tribes are going to get at least four new casinos -- 
and possibly more after another decade -- along with more 
slot machines, and more games of chance.

Politics :12 Jill Ryan

4/16/2021 Voting Restrictions Pt 3 f
There’s little Democrats can do to stop G-O-P lawmakers 
from approving new restrictions on voting in Arizona, so 
some are making plans for a post-legislative session blitz.

Politics 4:05 Ben Giles

4/20/2021 Navajo Jill Biden c/c

First Lady Jill Biden heads to the Navajo Nation later this 
week. In the State of the Navajo Nation address, Tribal 
President Jonathan Nez says Biden will be visiting schools 
and health care facilities.

Politics :13 Jill Ryan

4/20/2021 Election Laws c/c
Two Republican senators accused some businesses and 
the media of mischaracterizing proposed changes in election 
law, specifically those dealing with early voting.

Politics :16 Kathy Ritchie 

4/21/2021 Subpoena delivery v
Maricopa County election officials will begin delivering 
subpoenaed voting materials to state Senate Republicans 
tomorrow morning / this morning (Wednesday).

Politics :40 Ben Giles



4/21/2021 PEVL purge passes w
Arizona House Republicans approved a controversial bill 
that would remove some Arizonans from the state’s popular 
permanent early voting list.

Politics :49 Ben Giles

4/21/2021 Sex Ed Veto v

Governor Doug Ducey vetoed legislation that would have 
made the state’s sex education laws some of the strictest in 
the nation when it comes to teaching about L-G-B-T-Q 
issues.

Politics :38 Jill Ryan

4/21/2021 Scottsdale LGBTQ v
Yesterday [Tuesday], the Scottsdale City Council 
unanimously passed an LGBTQ inclusive anti-discrimination 
ordinance.

Politics :37 Jill Ryan

4/22/2021 Voter suppression presser c/c Arizona Secretary of State Katie Hobbs said Republican 
lawmakers are bucking the will of the people by proposing 
changes to the state’s popular Permanent Early Voting List.

Politics :19 Ben Giles

4/22/2021 Proposed flat tax c/c

Republicans in the state Legislature are pushing to 
implement a single, universal income-tax rate for all 
Arizonans. Many cities are concerned that they could lose 
millions of dollars under this flat tax, which would 
significantly reduce the tax bill for the state’s wealthiest 
residents.

Politics :16 Amanda Day

4/22/2021 Ducey in Yuma w Governor Ducey toured the U.S.-Mexico border near Yuma 
this afternoon (Wednesday), a day after announcing a state 
of emergency and activating the Arizona National Guard.

Politics :42 KAWC Victor Calderón

4/23/2021 Petersen recap v

A Maricopa County elected official arrested and accused of 
running an illegal adoption ring that turned expecting moms 
into illegal immigrants made international news in 20-19. 
Eighteen months later, Paul Petersen has just received the 
last of three prison sentences that authorities say will keep 
him behind bars for up to 15 years. 

Politics :42 Matthew Casey

4/23/2021 PEVL Townsend m

Today (ON THURSDAY), Republican state Senator Kelly 
Townsend cast the decisive vote against a bill to purge 
voters from Arizona’s popular permanent early voting list, but 
not because she’s opposed to the idea.

Politics 1:10 Ben Giles

4/23/2021 PEVL Townsend c/c
A bill to purge voters from Arizona’s popular Permanent 
Early Voting List failed to pass on final vote in the Arizona 
Senate Thursday morning.

Politics :14 Ben Giles

4/23/2021 Dem audit lawsuit v

Today (ON THURSDAY), as Maricopa County officials 
delivered 2 point 1 million ballots to Senate Republicans for 
a recount of the 2020 general election, the Arizona 
Democratic Party asked a judge to stop the process in its 
tracks.

Politics :41 Ben Giles

4/23/2021 Jill Biden visit v As First Lady Jill Biden wraps up her visit to the Navajo 
Nation this week, Politics :36 Jill Ryan

4/23/2021 Abortion passed c/c

The Republican-controlled Arizona State Legislature has 
passed a sweeping abortion bill that now heads to the desk 
of Governor Doug Ducey.

The measure would make it a felony for doctors to abort 
fetuses solely because of genetic abnormalities, with some 
exceptions.

Politics :14 Jill Ryan



4/26/2021 Slow audit pace c/c
As the Arizona Senate GOP audit of 2.1 million Maricopa 
County ballots continues, one local attorney is concerned 
about the pace at which they’re counting.

Politics :14 Vaughan Jones

4/26/2021 Biden 100 migration pinwheel f

President Joe Biden ends the first 100 days of his 
presidency next week, a traditional honeymoon period when 
presidents lay out the first big agenda items of their term. 
For Biden, those include education, energy, infrastructure, 
immigration and the environment. This week, KJZZ 
reporters bring you a series looking at how decisions in 
those key points will affect our lives here in Arizona.

Politics 4:26 Michel Marizco Rodrigo Cervantes

4/27/2021 No new seats v

Every decade, census results are used to apportion 435 
congressional seats among the 50 states. Despite 
substantial growth in recent years, Arizona did not pick up 
any new seats in the most recent cycle.

Politics :38 Nick Gerbis

4/27/2021 Census AZ Seat c/c

For the first time since the 1960 census, Arizona will not pick 
up an additional congressional seat. This is despite 
expectations from experts that the state would add a 10th 
seat.

Politics :18 Jill Ryan

4/28/2021 Abortion bill c/c

Abortion in cases of genetic abnormality is now illegal in 
Arizona. State lawmakers last week gave final approval to 
the bill...and Governor Doug Ducey signed it Tuesday. 
Abortion rights advocates wanted Ducey to veto the 
legislation. Kristen Williams is an Arizona mother who ended 
a pregnancy when her own health and the health of the fetus 
were at risk.

Politics :16 Katherine Davis-Young

4/28/2021 Phoenix rescue money w

Across Arizona, cities and towns are expected to get more 
than a billion dollars from the American Rescue Plan, that’s 
the economic stimulus package President Biden signed into 
law last month.

Politics :50 Christina Estes

4/28/2021 Audit court hearing w
A judge said he’s not convinced an audit of Maricopa 
County’s recent election is following the law and protecting 
the rights of the county’s voters.

Politics :50 Ben Giles

4/28/2021 Fann on audit c/c
Senate President Karen Fann made the decision to hire 
Cyber Ninjas to conduct Republican senators’ review of the 
2020 election in Maricopa County.

Politics :09 Ben Giles

4/29/2021 Abortion bill folo c/c

A controversial bill that adds major limits to abortion access 
in Arizona is now law. The bill makes it a felony to perform 
an abortion because of genetic abnormalities such as Down 
syndrome.

Politics :09 Katherine Davis-Young

4/29/2021 Audit hearing update v

A Maricopa County superior court judge rejected a request 
by the Arizona Democratic Party to stop… at least 
temporarily… an effort led by state Senate Republicans to 
review the county’s recent election.

Politics :40 Ben Giles

4/29/2021 AZ PRO Act battleground v

Opposing ads about a bill in Congress that would reverse 
right-to-work laws have been launched in Arizona. Both 
sides hope to influence senators Kyrsten Sinema and Mark 
Kellys’ position on the legislation aimed at protecting the 
right to organize labor unions.

Politics :47 Ben Giles



4/30/2021 Audit secret funding v

Officials involved with a state Senate-ordered review of the 
2020 election in Maricopa County still can’t… or won’t… say 
how much the endeavor costs, and who exactly is paying for 
it.

Politics :40 Ben Giles

4/30/2021 Victims' mental health v
On Thursday ((today)), the Arizona Supreme Court issued a 
decision that sets a standard for trial courts when it comes 
to using a victim’s mental health records. 

Politics :37 Kathy Ritchie 

4/30/2021 Navajo ruling v

The Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals has sent a nearly 20-year 
old water rights lawsuit by the Navajo Nation back to a 
federal courtroom in Arizona, where the case has been 
thrown out twice before.

Politics :41 Matthew Casey

4/30/2021 Ballot Signatures c/c
Arizona voters who forget to sign their mail-in ballots would 
have to fix the problem by Election Day before 7 P-M, under 
legislation headed to Governor Doug Ducey.

Politics :15 Jill Ryan

4/22/2021 AZ new dino w
Volunteers and citizen scientists with the Arizona Museum of 
Natural History have helped discover a new species of plant-
eating dinosaur that lived about 79 million years ago. It is the 
earliest and southernmost example of its kind found.

Science :40 Nick Gerbis

4/28/2021 CV Pre-CV risk v

Members of racial and ethnic minority groups face a higher 
risk of severe illness and death from COVID-19, due in part 
to underlying conditions. New research from the National 
Center for Health Statistics looks at the prevalence of pre-
existing conditions in the U.S. before the pandemic. 

Science :39 Nick Gerbis

4/16/2021 UA Barnes contract c/c
During its meeting today (Thursday), the Arizona Board of 
Regents approved a two-year contract extension for the 
University of Arizona’s women’s basketball coach. 

Sports :12 Rocio Hernandez

4/16/2021 New UA bball coach c/c

The University of Arizona’s pick to be the new head coach of 
its men’s basketball team took questions from local 
reporters for the first time Thursday. Tommy Lloyd comes to 
Tucson after serving as a long-time assistant coach for the 
current runner-up for the N-C-double-A national 
championship.   

Sports :07 Matthew Casey

4/23/2021 Dbacks stadium upgrades c/c The Arizona Diamondbacks’ have been looking to make 
upgrades to Chase Field in downtown Phoenix. Sports :06 Matthew Casey

4/27/2021 Gronk Guinness Book c/c NFL player Rob Gronkowski has added another accolade to 
his long list of achievements. Sports :09 Tom Maxedon

4/12/2021 AZ cyber vulnerable f

The state’s equivalent to a fire engine for responding to 
cyberattacks has been regularly called to action in Arizona 
over the past couple of years, says the National Guard. A 
local cyber expert thinks the online intrusions may have 
been test-runs for a future attack on major infrastructure.

Technology 4:15 Matthew Casey



Date Slug Type Note Topic 1 Duration Producer Producer 2

5/3/2021 Laveen development w
Phoenix is considering paying a developer to 
build half a street at a key location in the 
southwestern part of the city. Business :48 Christina Estes

5/4/2021 ON Semi numbers v
ON Semiconductor Corporationannounced 
results for the first quarter of 2021 on Monday. 
And a lot of people were watching Business :36 Heather van Blokland

5/4/2021 restaurants reax/Ducey move c/c

Governor Ducey has lifted his 20-20 executive 
order that removed the requirement for 
unemployed people to be actively looking for 
work. Business :09 Tom Maxedon

5/5/2021 Glendale art guitars c/c
The City of Glendale is kicking off a celebration 
of music this month with an outdoor art 
installation of hand-decorated guitar cutouts. Business :16 Tom Maxedon

5/5/2021 Higher grocery prices c/c

On Monday, Governor Doug Ducey vetoed a bill 
that would’ve allowed the board that regulates 
leadership at long-term care facilities to 
continue. Instead, he wants to transfer those 
responsibilities to the Arizona Department of 
Health Services. It’s unclear when or how that’ll 
unfold. Business :12 Tom Maxedon

5/5/2021 Avoiding customer triggers f

The National Retail Federation expects 
spending for Mother’s Day to top 28 billion 
dollars. That’s a billion more than last year. 
Many companies are looking to cash in, but as 
Christina Estes reports from KJZZ’s Business 
Desk, a few are offering customers a way to 
avoid the holiday. Business 4:34 Christina Estes

5/7/2021 ACC rejected proposal s

Arizona’s utility regulators rejected new rules 
this week (Weds) that would have required 
most of the state’s electricity providers to get 
100% of their power from clean energy sources 
by 2050. Business :31 Katherine Sypher

5/10/2021 Vehicle charging station w More electric vehicle charging stations are 
coming to Phoenix. Business :43 Christina Estes

5/11/2021 South Phoenix Project m
Some neighbors in south Phoenix are claiming 
a partial victory in their fight against a 
development. Business 1:00 Christina Estes

5/12/2021 American rescue plan v

More than 5 billion dollars is coming to Arizona 
state and local governments. The federal 
funding comes through the American Rescue 
Plan, also known as the COVID-19 stimulus 
package. Business :34 Christina Estes

5/12/2021 Home prices v
The National Association of Realtors says 99 
percent of metro areas it tracks recorded year- 
over- year increases in home prices. Business :39 Christina Estes

5/12/2021 Marijuana merger w

A locally headquartered cannabis company and 
major funder of the ballot initiative that legalized 
recreational marijuana in Arizona is cashing in 
on a multi-billion dollar deal. Business :46 Matthew Casey



5/13/2021 Cannabis merger c/c

Two of the biggest players in the cannabis 
industry are merging in a deal worth $2.1 billion. 
Arizona’s Harvest Health is being acquired by 
Florida-based producer and distributor Trulieve, 
which also operates in Pennsylvania, 
Connecticut and California. Business :09 Kerry Fehr Snyder

5/14/2021 Electric vehicles w

In Mesa this week, a Canadian company broke 
ground on its first U-S based electric vehicle 
factory. As Christina Estes reports from KJZZ’s 
Business Desk, the start-up hopes its model will 
help redefine transportation. Business :46 Christina Estes

5/14/2021 Electric vehicles c/c

Construction is underway in Mesa for an electric 
vehicle manufacturing plant. A Canadian 
company broke ground this week near the 
Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport. That’s where 
Electra Meccanica (Electra Mechani-kuh) plans 
to assemble its flagship vehicle called Solo. 
CEO Paul Rivera says it’s a three-wheeled, 
single-seat vehicle. Business :16 Christina Estes

5/14/2021 Typewriter shop f

Those of us of a certain age might remember 
the clickety-clack of typewriters as the backdrop 
to office life for most of the 20th century.
 
Here in the 21st, the once-ubiquitous machines 
have become nearly obsolete.
 
But as KJZZ’s Phil Latzman found out, there’s 
still a store devoted to them and people who are 
using them, instead of PC’s. 

Business 4:27 Phil Latzman

5/19/2021 Eviction moratorium w

Throughout the pandemic some types of rental 
evictions have been on pause, but that may not 
last much longer. The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention’s eviction moratorium is 
set to expire in June. In the meantime, it’s 
facing legal challenges. As KJZZ’s Katherine 
Davis-Young reports, Arizona could see a rise 
in evictions in coming months. Business :46 Katherine Davis-Young

5/19/2021 Eviction moratorium c/c

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
had placed a nationwide ban on some types of 
evictions during the pandemic. That ban is now 
facing challenges in federal court. But even if 
it’s upheld, it’s set to expire at the end of June. 
Pamela Bridge with Community Legal Services 
told KJZZ’s “The Show,” Arizona is likely to see 
an uptick in evictions this summer. Business :09 Katherine Davis-Young



5/20/2021 Back to work w

As businesses reopen after the pandemic, 
some of them are struggling to find workers. 
And as KJZZ’s Ron Dungan reports, that’s 
because a lot of workers are considering their 
options. Business :48 Ron Dungan

5/21/2021 Phoenix flat tax w

Arizona cities are sounding the alarm over a flat 
income tax proposal. The League of Arizona 
Cities and Towns says if state lawmakers 
approve the change being promoted by 
Governor Doug Ducey, it would mean less 
money for local governments. Business :47 Christina Estes

5/21/2021 Unemployment benefit deal v

A budget deal struck by Governor Ducey and 
Republican legislative leaders would increase 
Arizona’s unemployment benefits for the first 
time in 17 years… But not until next year, and 
only if certain conditions are met. Business :40 Ben Giles

5/25/2021 Office space c/c

A recent analysis by real estate and investment 
management firm J-L-L shows vacancy rates 
for office space in the Phoenix area have gone 
up for four straight quarters. Business :15 Rocio Hernandez

5/25/2021 Gambling s

Yesterday (Monday), the U-S Department of the 
Interior approved an updated tribal gaming 
compact, officially making gambling on sporting 
events and online fantasy sports betting legal in 
Arizona. Business :27 Jill Ryan

5/26/2021 Business survey v

While nearly 70 percent of small business 
owners in Arizona say the pandemic had a 
negative effect on operations, 10 percent say 
it’s been positive. Business :36 Christina Estes

5/26/2021 Household survey v
A higher percentage of Valley adults are 
working from home compared to the national 
average. Business :32 Christina Estes

5/26/2021 Lumber shortage c/c

Industry analysts say rising lumber prices have 
added about $36 thousand dollars to the price 
of a new home. Although the U.S. produces 
most of the softwood lumber it needs, the rest 
comes from Canada, which means it is subject 
to tariffs. Business :10 Ron Dungan

5/27/2021 Phx GPLETs m

Phoenix city leaders will soon discuss whether 
to stop offering a controversial tax break to 
developers. From KJZZ’s Business Desk, 
Christina Estes reports on why some residents 
don’t like the economic development tool known 
as a GPLET (Jip-let). Business 1:04 Christina Estes

5/28/2021 Memorial Day travel c/c

As the vaccination rollout continues and 
restrictions ease, more people are traveling... 
and this Memorial Day weekend is no 
exception. Business :09 Jill Ryan

5/31/2021 Consumer price increase c/c
Over the past 12 months, prices on everything 
from food and clothing to used cars and medical 
care have gone up by more than 4%. Business :15 Vaughan Jones



5/31/2021 Gambling Keno Game c/c

The new state gaming compacts approved by 
the federal government allow the Arizona 
Lottery to begin offering a Keno game to certain 
businesses. Business :15 Vaughan Jones

5/31/2021 Increased pet returns c/c
At the start of the pandemic, shelters around 
the country saw an increase in pet adoptions as 
people found themselves alone at home. Business :12 Vaughan Jones

5/31/2021 Tovrea Castle lottery c/c
Sightseers interested in touring the historic 
Tovrea (TOVE-ree) Castle in east Phoenix will 
need some luck on their side. Business :39 Vaughan Jones

5/3/2021 KJZZ call letter history m
20-21 isn’t just the anniversary for NPR’s All 
Things Considered. It’s also the year KJZZ 
turns 70 Culture 1:15 Michel Marizco

5/6/2021 Concerts return c/c
As COVID-19 restrictions continue to ease, live 
events like concerts and shows are preparing 
for a comeback. Culture :15 Jill Ryan

5/11/2021 Artists welcome back patrons f

The artists are back, as millions of Arizonans 
have been vaccinated against COVID-19.
 
As KJZZ’s Tom Maxedon reports, they’re happy 
to see your face--even if it’s still masked.

Culture 4:31 Tom Maxedon

5/12/2021 AZ arts grants awarded c/c

The Arizona Commission on the Arts today 
(Tuesday) announced the recipients of 
Research & Development Grants.

24 awards of up to $5,000 dollars each will help 
artists in the state advance their artistic practice 
and expand their creative reach. Culture :12 Tom Maxedon

5/14/2021 Alice Cooper Warhol find w

A photograph of the execution chamber in a 
New York prison led to a defining work in Andy 
Warhol’s 19-60s Death and Disaster series. The 
work called “Little Electric Chair” was gifted long 
ago to shock rocker Alice Cooper because it 
went really well with a stage prop he had back 
then. Culture :45 Matthew Casey

5/24/2021 Central Ave documentary m A new documentary about Central Avenue in 
Phoenix was released last month.  Culture 1:09 Tom Maxedon

5/31/2021 LatinX c/c

Linguistic inclusiveness has been a target area 
in recent years. In addition to advocating for 
alternative pronouns to include minority groups 
like those who are transgender, the term LatinX 
was created as a gender-neutral term to 
describe Hispanics and Latinos. Culture :12 Jack Johnson

5/4/2021 Arizona preschool c/c

Last school year, Arizona ranked among the 
lowest in terms of access to pre-K education. 
That’s according to the new State of Preschool 
Yearbook by the National Institute for Early 
Education Research. Education :08 Rocio Hernandez



5/5/2021 4-year community colleges w

Governor Doug Ducey has signed a bill that will 
allow Arizona community colleges to offer some 
4-year degree programs. From KJZZ’s 
Education Desk, Rocio Hernandez reports on 
what’s next.  Education :44 Rocio Hernandez

5/5/2021 4-year community colleges c/c

Today (Tuesday) Governor Doug Ducey signed 
a bill that allows Arizona community colleges to 
offer some 4-year degree programs. This 
makes Arizona the 24th state to do so. Education :11 Rocio Hernandez

5/6/2021 Boyer on 4-year college degrees c/c

A newly signed law lets community colleges in 
Arizona eventually make up to 10 percent of 
their program’s four-year degrees. State 
Senator Paul Boyer sponsored the bill. Education :05 Matthew Casey

5/6/2021 Unbiased teaching act m
Today (Wednesday) the Arizona House passed 
a bill that proponents say would bar racist, 
sexist and politicized instruction in schools. Education 1:04 Rocio Hernandez

5/7/2021 School masks folo f
It’s been more than two weeks since Governor 
Doug Ducey lifted the state’s mask mandate for 
schools. The move, for some, was a big relief. Education 4:05 Rocio Hernandez

5/10/2021 CV med school apps w

 The pandemic has disrupted traditional medical 
education, from upending trainee schedules to 
requiring students and educators to provide 
COVID-19 vaccinations and patient care. But 
one study says it’s also brought an uptick in 
some residency and fellowship applications. Education :38 Nick Gerbis

5/10/2021 Undocumented students tuition m

Last week, the Arizona House advanced a bill 
that would allow undocumented students to pay 
in-state tuition rates pending voter approval. 
The bill is expected to get a final vote early this 
week. Education 1:09 Rocio Hernandez

5/10/2021 Critical race theory w

Arizona lawmakers are close to passing a bill 
opponents say is part of a nationwide effort to 
ban teaching critical race theory in K-12 
schools. Education :48 Rocio Hernandez

5/11/2021 Undocumented students tuition m

Yesterday (Monday), the Arizona legislature 
passed a resolution that brings undocumented 
students one step closer to obtaining in-state 
tuition rates at the state’s colleges and 
universities. Education :58 Rocio Hernandez

5/11/2021 Undocumented students tuition c/c

Today (Monday) the Arizona House passed a 
resolution that will ask voters whether they want 
to grant in-state tuition to undocumented 
students. Education :10 Rocio Hernandez

5/12/2021 MCCCD HSI status v

The Maricopa County Community College 
District says nine of its 10 colleges have been 
officially recognized as Hispanic-Serving 
Institutions. From KJZZ’s education desk, Rocio 
Hernandez reports on what this means. 

Education :35 Rocio Hernandez



5/12/2021 ADE COVID dollars v

Today (Tuesday) the Arizona Department of 
Education announced it’s allocating an 
additional $16 million of its discretionary COVID-
19 relief funds. Education :39 Rocio Hernandez

5/14/2021 Cronkite dean v

Last June, ASU rescinded a job offer to the 
incoming dean of its Walter Cronkite journalism 
school. The reversal came as students came 
forward with accusations of racist and 
homophobic behavior at her previous position Education :34 Ron Dungan

5/19/2021 ARP school funding w
Arizona public schools are set to receive nearly 
$2.6 billion dollars in funding from the American 
Rescue Plan, which Congress passed in March. Education :51 Rocio Hernandez

5/20/2021 School voucher report w

A new study from researchers at Harvard and 
the University of Arkansas finds that school 
vouchers made a difference for some, but not 
all disadvantaged students. Education :48 Rocio Hernandez

5/20/2021 School voucher report c/c
A new study found that school voucher 
programs have mixed results for low-income, 
minority students. Education :12 Rocio Hernandez

5/24/2021 Scottsdale School Board disruption w

A group disrupted a Scottsdale Unified School 
District board meeting last week, attempting to 
fight the district’s ongoing mask mandate, as 
well as other topics.

Education :40 Vaughan Jones

5/24/2021 Scottsdale School Board disruption c/c

A group of activists disrupted a Scottsdale 
Unified School District board meeting last week, 
attempting to fight the district’s ongoing mask 
mandate. Education :14 Vaughan Jones

5/25/2021 Universities proposed funding w

Arizona’s three public universities are waiting to 
see how much funding the state will give them 
in its final budget for next fiscal year. KJZZ’s 
Rocio Hernandez reports on what they are 
asking for. Education :46 Rocio Hernandez

5/26/2021 Education budget bills w Today (Tuesday) state lawmakers gave initial 
approval to bills on K-12 education spending. Education :47 Rocio Hernandez

5/26/2021 Education budget bills c/c

ASU, NAU and the U of A are expected to 
receive more than $746 million in one-time and 
ongoing funding from budget bills that passed 
today (Tuesday) in the House appropriations 
committee. Education :12 Rocio Hernandez

5/4/2021 Dark sky park v A southern Arizona park has been recognized 
by the International Dark Sky Association. Environment :30 Ron Dungan

5/5/2021 Avg temps changing w NOAA (Noah) has released new climate data 
that includes temperatures through 2020. Environment :48 Ron Dungan

5/6/2021 Well digging equids c/c

When winter streams in the Sonoran Desert dry 
up, horses and donkeys start digging wells – up 
to six feet deep. In a new study of four 
groundwater-fed streams between Wikieup and 
Wickenburg, scientists found some riparian 
plants and about 60 animal species benefited 
from such wells. Environment :12 Nick Gerbis



5/7/2021 Forestry fire restrictions v

An early-season wildfire forced people to flee 
their homes in western Arizona last month. 
Efforts to prevent a catastrophic fire season on 
the other side of the state have officials 
imposing new restrictions on Friday. Environment :41 Matthew Casey

5/10/2021 Verde river closing v

Portions of the Verde River will be closed 
beginning Monday, in order for the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture to remove cattle from 
the area. Environment :40 Vaughan Jones

5/10/2021 Copper Canyon Fire update w

The Copper Canyon Fire continues to burn 
north of Globe, causing highway closures in the 
area. It’s been burning since Friday, and as of 
this afternoon (Sunday), it’s 20 percent 
contained. Environment :38 Vaughan Jones

5/11/2021 Tussock Fire w
Firefighters are battling a fire in the Crown King 
area north of Phoenix that began Saturday 
afternoon. Environment :39 Ron Dungan

5/12/2021 Tussock update w The Tussock Fire has burned more than 4,000 
acres north of Phoenix. Environment :38 Ron Dungan

5/12/2021 Speculative water rights investments f

Last year, Colorado lawmakers pointed a finger 
at what they saw as a growing threat: 
speculative investments in water rights. Since 
then a state work group has been examining the 
issue. The process has brought up some thorny 
questions about the entire system the Western 
U.S. uses to divvy up scarce water supplies. Environment 4:25 KUNC/Aspen Journalism Heather Sackett and

5/13/2021 Tussock Fire update w

The Tussock Fire has burned more than 55-
hundred acres southwest of Crown King. 
Although the blaze has presented a number of 
challenges, KJZZ’s Ron Dungan reports that 
firefighters have reached 17 percent 
containment. Environment :42 Ron Dungan

5/13/2021 Feral cattle w
The Forest Service has closed access to 
portions of the Verde River to remove feral 
cattle. Environment :42 Ron Dungan

5/13/2021 Grand Canyon Springs f

Snowpack plays a big role in the West’s water 
supply. But some researchers say that 
groundwater is equally important -- particularly 
in the Colorado River watershed. KJZZ’s Ron 
Dungan reports that researchers are examining 
the walls of the Grand Canyon to understand 
how groundwater responds to climate change. Environment 4:01 Ron Dungan

5/14/2021 Jaguar reintroduction w

A new study suggests that jaguars could be 
successfully reintroduced to parts of their 
historic range in the United States, where the 
large cats were wiped out by humans decades 
ago. Environment :47 Kendal Blust

5/17/2021 Game and Fish stocking w
The Arizona Game and Fish Department is 
seeking comments on a draft Environmental 
Assessment for stocking fish in state waters. Environment :38 Ron Dungan



5/17/2021 Water flow CO River delta c/c

The Colorado River’s dry delta in Mexico is 
seeing water return in some areas this year. 
Water for environmental restoration is part of an 
ongoing agreement between the U.S. and 
Mexico. Environment :12 KUNC Luke Runyon

5/18/2021 Mississippi water pumping w

The drought has some members of the Arizona 
Legislature wondering if the state should look 
for a new source of water: The Mississippi 
River. Environment :46 Ron Dungan

5/21/2021 Colorado River drought plan c/c
A 2019 drought plan for the Colorado River is 
being put into action as its main reservoirs are 
projected to decline to record low levels. Environment :13 KUNC Luke Runyon

5/24/2021 Weather Warming c/c

Monday is expected to be the last day before 
Phoenix settles into regular triple-digit high 
temperatures.

Weather Service meteorologist Derek Hodges 
says temperatures are expected to increase 
across the state. Environment :09 Michel Marizco

5/24/2021 Glendale lake w

Glendale officials are set to break ground (9 
a.m.) Monday on a new four-acre lake at a 
regional park on the west side of the city. 
KJZZ’s Matthew Casey reports the hole dug is 
to be filled with S-R-P irrigation water and 
stocked by the state with rainbow trout and 
other fish.  Environment :43 Matthew Casey

5/25/2021 Mississippi pipeline w

The Arizona Legislature wants to look into the 
feasibility of pumping water from the Mississippi 
River to Arizona. But as KJZZ’s Ron Dungan 
reports, the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation has 
already studied the idea. Environment :46 Ron Dungan

5/25/2021 Mississippi pipeline c/c
The Arizona Legislature recently voted to look 
into the feasibility of pumping water from the 
Mississippi River to Arizona. Environment :15 Ron Dungan

5/26/2021 Drought hearing c/c

The West’s record-breaking dry conditions were 
the subject of a House committee hearing today 
(Tuesday). The House Natural Resources 
Subcommittee on Water, Oceans and Wildlife 
heard testimony from across the region about 
this year’s dire projections for water shortages 
and wildfire risks. Environment :11 KUNC Luke Runyon

5/26/2021 Fire restrictions w
As Memorial Day approaches, five of the state’s 
six national forests are already under fire 
restrictions. Environment :46 Ron Dungan

5/31/2021 McDonald Tank Fire Update w
The McDonald Tank Fire in eastern Arizona is 
now 31% contained after growing to more than 
3,500 acres last week. Environment :40 Vaughan Jones



5/31/2021 Saguaro blooms s

It’s typical for the saguaro cactus to sprout 
flowers on the tips of its arms and truck, but this 
year many cacti from Phoenix down to San 
Carlos, Mexico, have been seen with an 
unprecedented outbreak of “side blooms.” Environment :30 Jill Ryan

5/3/2021 Phx freeway 50 years m

The Valley of the Sun has changed a lot in the 
50 years since KJZZ joined NPR – including the 
driving routes people take while listening to our 
station. Government 1:16 Nick Gerbis

5/3/2021 Skip Harris McDOT m

Not much has changed since Maricopa County 
geographical boundaries were established in 
1881… but plenty has changed within the 
county itself. Government 1:13 Kathy Ritchie

5/3/2021 Thelda Williams m

In the last fifty years, Phoenix has added one 
million residents. Thanks to annexation, the 
city’s land size has doubled – and now covers 
more than 5-hundred square miles. Government 1:12 Christina Estes

5/4/2021 Unemployment benefits v
Out-of-work Arizonans will soon have to prove 
they’re actively looking for a job to continue 
receiving unemployment benefits. Government :39 Ben Giles

5/4/2021 lethal injection hearing request w
Attorneys for an Arizona death row prisoner are 
requesting a hearing over the lethal injection 
drugs the state plans to use. Government :48 Jimmy Jenkins

5/4/2021 Muhaymin hearing sealed m

A federal judge has ordered the public kept out 
of a hearing (10 a.m. Tuesday) on a $10 million 
dollar wrongful death and disability lawsuit 
against Phoenix and ten police officers. The 
city’s legal team hopes to convince the court 
that a jury trial is not needed to decide the case. Government 1:08 Matthew Casey

5/4/2021 FEMA mobile units c/c
The Federal Emergency Management Agency 
has arrived in Pima County with two mobile 
vaccination units. Government :16 Jill Ryan

5/5/2021 Muhaymin hearing follow w

A major hearing in a wrongful death lawsuit 
against the city of Phoenix was held behind 
closed courtroom doors Tuesday morning. The 
public was blocked from the case involving a 
disabled Black man who died in an encounter 
with the city’s police officers in 20-17 Government :49 Matthew Casey

5/5/2021 Tucson raises s

The Tucson City Council unanimously voted to 
move forward with the largest compensation 
package for employees in Tucson’s history. Up 
to 30 million dollars in raises for city employees 
were approved. Government :28 Jill Ryan

5/5/2021 Victim Restitution v

The Arizona Supreme Court has overturned a 
state law limiting restitution awards for 
economic losses caused by certain criminal 
driving offenses that cause another person to 
be killed or seriously injured. Government :35 Jill Ryan



5/6/2021 Phoenix Centers Reopening w

More than a year after Phoenix closed its senior 
and community centers to the public, leaders 
approved a reopening plan. From KJZZ’s 
Downtown Bureau, Christina Estes reports on 
yesterday’s (Wednesday’s) city council approval 
for a tiered reopening. Government :50 Christina Estes

5/6/2021 SNAP Enrollment w

More and more older Arizonans are struggling 
with food insecurity, but there’s new data from 
the Department of Economic Security showing 
that roughly 60 percent who are eligible for food 
stamps are not enrolled in the program. Government :47 Kathy Ritchie

5/6/2021 Unemployment change c/c

g y y y
employers are having difficulty finding workers. 
And later this month, he’s reinstating the 
requirement that jobless Arizonans prove they 
are looking for work in order to collect 
unemployment benefits. Cynthia Zwick with the 
anti-poverty nonprofit, Wildfire, says part of the 
issue is low wages. She says employers are 
now competing with companies that boosted 
pay to attract workers in the height of the 
pandemic. Government :11 Katherine Davis-Young

5/6/2021 Housing director c/c

Former Phoenix City Councilman Tom Simplot 
(SIM-plot) will be the next director of Arizona’s 
Department of Housing. Governor Doug Ducey 
announced the appointment today 
(Wednesday). Simplot told KJZZ’s “The Show” 
he wants to address Arizona’s growing 
homeless population. He said tax credits for 
developers are important for incentivising new 
affordable housing construction, but said that 
can’t be the only solution. Government :14 Katherine Davis-Young

5/6/2021 Grand Canyon Park opening v Grand Canyon National Park has announced 
that it will open the North Rim for the season. Government :26 Ron Dungan

5/7/2021 Forfeiture c/c

Gov. Doug Ducey has signed legislation to 
tighten Arizona laws on civil forfeitures of 
private property. The legislation requires that 
property can be forfeited and sold, only if the 
owner has been convicted of a crime related to 
the forfeiture. Government :15 Jill Ryan

5/11/2021 Mesa anti-discrimination c/c

After the Mesa City Council approved an 
ordinance that extended additional legal 
protections to the LGBTQ community, a group 
of citizens started collecting signatures to 
challenge the ordinance and force a public vote 
to repeal it. Government :18 Kerry Fehr Snyder

5/13/2021 MAG transportation plan w

The organization responsible for developing a 
long-range transportation plan for the Valley 
says there are tough choices ahead. That’s why 
the Maricopa Association of Governments, or 
MAG, is gathering input before asking voters for 
more money. Government :50 Christina Estes



5/17/2021 Waste Management employees v

A survey by the employment website, Monster, 
finds more than 80 percent of employers plan to 
hire this year. To attract and keep workers, one 
Valley employer is offering new benefits. Government :35 Christina Estes

5/17/2021 Tempe Buckeye growth m

More than 40 miles separate the cities of 
Tempe and Buckeye. One is landlocked while 
the other is land rich. But both cities are 
focused on responsible growth Government 1:20 Christina Estes

5/17/2021 Prison kitchen inspections w

Inspection reports from Arizona Department of 
Corrections monitors, Department of Health 
Services employees, and private contractors 
reveal many of the kitchens and storage 
warehouses in the state’s prisons are infested 
with pests. Government :46 Jimmy Jenkins

5/18/2021 Q&AZ national monument v

Senator Mark Kelly proposed a bill in the U.S. 
Senate last month to upgrade Chiricahua 
National Monument to Arizona's 4th National 
Park. Government :35 Vaughan Jones

5/18/2021 Tempe mask mandate v
The City of Tempe will end its face covering 
requirement in most public spaces starting 
Friday. Government :34 Jill Ryan

5/18/2021 Arpaio costs v

The costs to Maricopa county taxpayers from a 
racial profiling lawsuit stemming from former 
Sheriff Joe Arpaio’s immigration patrols a 
decade ago are expected to reach $202 million 
by summer 20-22. Government :37 Katherine Sypher

5/19/2021 Emergency landing c/c

Traffic was stopped on Loop 202 by Higley 
Road this morning (TUESDAY), but not from 
rush-hour traffic. The blockage was caused by a 
small plane forced to make an emergency 
landing on the freeway around 6 a.m. The 
aircraft experienced engine trouble shortly after 
takeoff from nearby Falcon Field Airport. Government :06 Jack Johnson

5/19/2021 Navajo Cherokee s

The Navajo Nation has become the largest U-S 
tribe, surpassing the Cherokee Nation in 
population enrollment. The number grew to 
nearly 400 thousand after many Navajos 
enrolled or fixed their records when the tribe 
started offering hardship assistance payments 
from the CARES act. The numbers matter 
because tribes often are allocated money based 
on their number of citizens. But the Navajo 
Nation’s time on top may be limited as the 
Cherokee Nation continues to grow. Government :30 Jill Ryan

5/20/2021 Phoenix swimming pools v After being closed last summer, public pools in 
Phoenix will be open longer this year. Government :33 Christina Estes



5/20/2021 Phx Mask mandate w

You may see fewer people wearing masks in 
Phoenix. That’s because yesterday 
(Wednesday) the city council amended its rules 
for face coverings. As Christina Estes reports 
from KJZZ’s Downtown Bureau, the city is 
following updated guidelines from the C-D-C. Government :47 Christina Estes

5/21/2021 Gay troops f

Gay troops have been able to serve openly in 
the military since 20-11, when the controversial 
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy was repealed. But 
many who were expelled for being gay 
BEFORE the repeal still can’t get veterans 
benefits. Now, states are passing laws to 
partially address that issue. Government 3:34 American Homefront ProjecDesiree Diorio

5/24/2021 East Valley animal shelter w
The Maricopa County Board of Supervisors has 
approved spending $27 million to build a new 
animal shelter in the East Valley. Government :36 Jimmy Jenkins

5/25/2021 Religious freedom DOJ complaint w

A coalition of advocacy groups has filed a 
complaint with the U.S. Department of Justice. 
As KJZZ’s Jimmy Jenkins reports, they are 
seeking an investigation into allegations that the 
Arizona Department of Corrections is violating 
the religious rights of incarcerated people. Government :48 Jimmy Jenkins

5/25/2021 ACA special enrollment c/c

Just after his inauguration, President Biden 
announced a special enrollment period for 
health insurance through the Affordable Care 
Act. In less than three months, a million people 
signed up. Government :16 Bradley Roe

5/26/2021 Death penalty briefing schedule w
The Arizona Supreme Court has set timetables 
for the state to make its case for conducting the 
first executions in seven years. Government :46 Jimmy Jenkins

5/26/2021 LGBTQ Glendale s
Glendale has become the 9th city in Arizona to 
pass an LGBTQ inclusive non-discrimination 
ordinance. Government :29 Jill Ryan

5/28/2021 Prison health care scores w

After the state was forced to reevaluate how its 
prison health care contractor conducts mental 
health encounters, newly submitted reports 
show plummeting rates of compliance with court-
ordered benchmarks. Government :50 Jimmy Jenkins

5/28/2021 DHS cybersecurity pipeline rules v

Gasoline piped into Arizona comes from the 
west and east via Kinder Morgan, which calls 
itself the biggest independent mover of 
petroleum products on the continent. Homeland 
Security officials say the Texas-based 
company, and others like it, must now report to 
the feds all suspected and actual cyberattacks 
against them. Government :44 Matthew Casey



5/28/2021 Prophet cartoonist s

A federal judge has denied compassionate 
release to a Phoenix man convicted of making 
false statements to the FBI, and witness 
tampering during the investigation of a 20-15 
terrorist attack at an anti-Islam Prophet 
Mohammed cartoon contest in Texas. Government :27 Jill Ryan

5/31/2021 Parks score v

Parks in the Valley’s biggest cities rank among 
the lowest when it comes to a ratings system 
from the Trust for Public Land. As KJZZ’s 
Christina Estes reports, the national nonprofit 
annually evaluates the largest 1-hundred cities. 

Government :33 Christina Estes

5/31/2021 ACC clean energy c/c
The Arizona Corporation Commission reversed 
course last week (May 26) and preliminarily 
adopted clean energy mandates. Government :14 Vaughan Jones

5/3/2021 ACES trauma c/c

A team of researchers from Arizona State 
University has quantified the costs associated 
with Adverse Childhood Experiences or ACEs 
later in life in a recent report. Using data from 
Arizona’s Medicaid program, researchers found 
that women who had experienced trauma as 
children suffered poor health outcomes, totaling 
roughly $260 million in Medicaid spending in 
2019. Health :20 Kathy Ritchie

5/3/2021 Opioids Long Haul Study w

y
have a higher risk of death and health 
problems. Researchers also found that doctors 
are using prescription opioids to manage 
symptoms experienced by those long haul 
survivors Health :50 Kathy Ritchie

5/3/2021 Possible Herd Immunity c/c

The Executive Director of the Arizona Public 
Health Association estimates that the state is 
about 700-thousand fully vaccinated people 
away from reaching a possible herd immunity. Health :08 Jill Ryan

5/4/2021 UA vaccination site c/c

The University of Arizona announced today 
(Monday) that it expects its COVID-19 will be 
decommissioned by the summer as more 
people become vaccinated and demand 
decreases. Health :10 Rocio Hernandez

5/4/2021 Latino vaccinations c/c
Latinos account for 32 percent of the population 
in Arizona but only about half have been 
vaccinated against COVID-19. Health :16 Tom Maxedon

5/4/2021 Latino COVID animation f

A new project is using animation to try to better 
educate the Latino community about COVID-19.  
Research found the problem wasn’t a lack of 
information but rather unfounded rumors. Now, a 
team is trying cartoons to make the information 
more engaging. Health 3:29 Cronkite News Emma VandenEinde



5/6/2021 Dignity Health settlement v

A major Phoenix hospital is paying 10-million-
dollars to settle a federal court case. The 
lawsuit alleged neurosurgeons were misleading 
patients and submitting false claims to 
Medicare.v Health :32 Kathy Ritchie Katherine Davis-You

5/7/2021 J&J back in action w

Late last month, the Arizona Department of 
Health Services resumed use of the Johnson & 
Johnson coronavirus vaccine following a safety 
review. For providers in rural parts of the state, 
it was good news. Health :38 Kathy Ritchie

5/7/2021 J&J back in action c/c

The state health department has advised health 
care providers to resume use of the Johnson & 
Johnson coronavirus vaccine… and they’re 
doing just that in rural parts of the state. Health :10 Kathy Ritchie

5/7/2021 Vax rate drop off w

More than 40 percent of Arizonans have now 
had at least one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine. 
But the number of shots administered each day 
in our state continues to fall. Health :47 Kathy Ritchie

5/7/2021 Vax rate drop off c/c

Arizona’s rate of COVID-19 vaccination remains 
below the national average. About 57 percent of 
U.S. adults have had a shot. But it’s only 53 
percent of adults in our state. And the number 
of Arizonans getting vaccinated has been 
shrinking each week since early April. Health :13 Kathy Ritchie

5/7/2021 AARP on Nursing homes w

It’s unclear how many people living in long term 
care facilities have died in Arizona. According to 
the Covid Tracking Project, just over 2,500 
people died. But that data is incomplete. Health :51 Kathy Ritchie

5/10/2021 Q&AZ Covid deaths m

Tragically, Arizona’s rate of death from COVID-
19 has been among the highest in the nation 
with more than 17-thousand lives lost. It’s a 
shocking number...so through our Q&AZ 
reporting project, one listener asked how it gets 
calculated, and if it’s possible the total is 
inflated. Health 1:10 Katherine Davis-Young

5/10/2021 O'Connor honor w

Former Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day 
O’Connor was recently honored by a national 
organization that aims to accelerate the 
development of effective treatments for 
Alzheimer’s disease. Health :51 Kathy Ritchie

5/10/2021 COVID plateau c/c

Arizona’s COVID-19 numbers have reached a 
plateau, but the executive director of the 
Arizona Public Health Association says there’s 
still much to be done. Health :13 Jill Ryan



5/11/2021 Kids covid c/c

Reports from around the country say COVID-19 
cases among children are on the rise. Dr. 
Wassim Ballan (wa-SEEM ba-LAWN) with 
Phoenix Children’s Hospital told KJZZ’s “The 
Show” that’s not very surprising given that many 
adults are now vaccinated and that some 
mitigation measures have been relaxed, 
including mask wearing in schools. Health :09 Rocio Hernandez

5/12/2021 12 to 15 vaccines v

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has 
approved the Pfizer vaccine for use in kids 12-to-
15 years-old. And a Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention committee will meet 
tomorrow/today (Wednesday) to vote on 
emergency use authorization. Health :40 Katherine Davis-Young

5/13/2021 Embry vaccines w

If you need a test for COVID-19, maybe you’ll 
want to get vaccinated at the same time. A 
major Arizona COVID-19 testing provider this 
week is joining the effort to get more Arizonans 
immunized. KJZZ’s Katherine Davis-Young has 
details. Health :40 Katherine Davis-Young

5/13/2021 Hearing Aids c/c

Hearing aids are expensive. Dr. Justin Golub 
((GAH-LOB)), an associate professor of 
otolaryngology ((oto-laryn-gologee)) at 
Columbia University in New York City, says 
hearing aids are often the third most expensive 
purchase an American will make… after a home 
and vehicle. And these devices are not covered 
by Medicare. Health :14 Kathy Ritchie

5/14/2021 Youth vaccines w

Children 12 to 15 years old can now be 
vaccinated against COVID-19 in Arizona. The 
Pfizer vaccine got federal approval this week for 
younger teens. Health :50 Katherine Davis-Young

5/14/2021 Youth vaccines c/c

Hundreds of thousands of Arizona kids are now 
eligible to be vaccinated against COVID-19. The 
Pfizer vaccine is now approved for 12- to 15-
year-olds. Dr. Ruben Espinoza is a pediatrician 
with Banner Health. He says even though 
COVID-19 is most dangerous for older adults, it 
poses a threat to children too.

Health :14 Katherine Davis-Young

5/14/2021 TGen Alz study v

Smoking and cardiovascular disease appears to 
put a person at higher risk for dementia. That’s 
according to a new study from the Translational 
Genomics Research Institute.The study in the 
journal Scientific Reports found the risks were 
different for men and women. Health :30 Kathy Ritchie



5/14/2021 Christ on masks v
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
says COVID-19 vaccines are effective enough 
that fully vaccinated Americans don’t need face 
masks anymore in most settings. Health :40 Katherine Davis-Young

5/17/2021 Addicted moms w

Earlier this year, Banner University Medical 
Center Phoenix launched a new program to 
help expectant mothers struggling with 
substance abuse disorder. Health :51 Kathy Ritchie

5/17/2021 Sexual abuse report w

The Arizona Developmental Disabilities 
Planning Council released a new report that 
aims to protect students with disabilities from 
sexual abuse and exploitation at school. Health :50 Kathy Ritchie

5/17/2021 Vaccine long term c/c
The CDC gave new guidance last week, saying 
fully vaccinated people do not have to wear 
masks in most settings. Health :12 Jill Ryan

5/18/2021 AZMA c/c

The Arizona Medical Association has a new 
president. Dr. Miriam Anand [uh-NAND] is an 
allergist/immunologist who took the post for a 
one-year term. Health :18 Kerry Fehr Snyder

5/18/2021 Pima County health director c/c

There’s been a lot of confusion about when — 
and where — to wear masks since the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention announced 
late last week that vaccinated people can take 
off their masks in most places. Health :16 Kerry Fehr Snyder

5/18/2021 Latino vaccination f

It’s been five months since the first COVID-19 
vaccines were administered in Arizona. In that 
time, more than three million people in our state 
have been immunized. But some communities 
are getting vaccinated in higher numbers than 
others Health 4:46 Katherine Davis-Young

5/19/2021 Lost vax card v

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
says Americans who are fully vaccinated can 
safely ditch masks and social distancing in most 
situations. But what if you’ve misplaced that 
card that proves you’re fully vaccinated? Health :35 Katherine Davis-Young

5/20/2021 Navajo masks w
The CDC says COVID-19 vaccines are effective 
enough that vaccinated people don’t need 
masks in most settings. Many Arizona cities are 
dropping mask requirements in response. Health :48 Katherine Davis-Young

5/21/2021 Vaccine stats update v

Nearly 3-point-2-million Arizonans have now 
had at least one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine. 
But as KJZZ’s Katherine Davis-Young reports, 
the rate at which vaccines are getting 
administered in Arizona is slowing. Health :37 Katherine Davis-Young

5/21/2021 CV urban rural vax w

Rural residents face greater risks of severe 
sickness and death from COVID-19, due in part 
to factors like age, illness, disability, health 
insurance and access to intensive care. Health :37 Nick Gerbis



5/21/2021 CV urban rural vax c/c

Rural residents face greater risks of severe 
sickness and death from COVID-19, due in part 
to factors like age, illness, disability, health 
insurance and access to intensive care. Health :12 Nick Gerbis

5/21/2021 Disability funding w
Some disability advocates want to see the state 
increase funding for the Department of 
Developmental Disabilities. Health :51 Kathy Ritchie

5/24/2021 Navajo Nation CV Cases v
Covid-19 cases in the Navajo Nation continue to 
decrease, after being one of the hardest hit 
populations during 2021’s early surge. Health :28 Vaughan Jones

5/24/2021 Nursing home board criminals m

Earlier this month, Governor Doug Ducey 
veoted a bill that would have allowed the board 
that oversees licenses for nursing home and 
assisted living administrators to operate for 
eight more years. Health 1:11 Kathy Ritchie

5/24/2021 Breakthrough Covid c/c

More than 13 hundred vaccinated Arizonans still 
got COVID-19 between January and May...and 
eight of them died, but it is not clear if those 
deaths were COVID-related. Health :09 Jill Ryan

5/25/2021 Gender study w

A University of Arizona professor’s research into 
how gender can affect approval of ideas in the 
workplace has been published in the Academy 
of Management Journal. Health :50 Jill Ryan

5/26/2021 Vaccine wastage w
About 45 percent of Arizonans have had at least 
one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine but now, 
demand for the shot has slowed down. Health :47 Katherine Davis-Young

5/27/2021 PCH Glendale w

Phoenix Children’s Hospital today [WED 5/26] 
announced plans to expand its presence in the 
fast-growing West Valley by building a three-
story hospital in Glendale. Health :39 Nick Gerbis

5/27/2021 Coconino mask mandate v

On Tuesday, Flagstaff and the rest of Coconino 
County, decided to ditch the mask mandate that 
was put in place on June 20th of last year. 
KJZZ’s Bradley Roe has more on the decision. Health :32 Bradley Roe

5/27/2021 DBacks vax event w

The Arizona Diamondbacks are giving away 
free tickets to upcoming games... They’ll go to 
the first thousand baseball fans who show up to 
Chase Field next week to get a COVID-19 
vaccine. KJZZ’s Katherine Davis-Young has 
details. Health :45 Katherine Davis-Young

5/27/2021 Virtual support groups Part 1 f

Before the pandemic, caregiver support groups 
were a vital lifeline to those providing unpaid 
care to a loved one with dementia. COVID-19 
put a stop to these in-person meetings. Many of 
these groups turned to Zoom and saw an 
increase in new members. Health 4:32 Kathy Ritchie

5/28/2021 AZ COVID standing w

As more and more Americans get vaccinated, 
daily COVID-19 infections in the U.S. have 
fallen more than 90 percent from the winter 
peak Health :50 Katherine Davis-Young



5/28/2021 Virtual support groups Part 2 f

Yesterday, we learned about the challenges 
facing Latino caregivers after in-person support 
groups pivoted to the telephone during the 
pandemic. Participants became less engaged... 
they weren’t comfortable talking about a taboo 
subject like dementia on the phone. But as 
KJZZ’s Kathy Ritchie learned, there’s another 
group of caregivers who, thanks to platforms 
like Zoom, have found support for the very first 
time. Health 4:14 Kathy Ritchie

5/31/2021 Vaccine Incentive c/c

As of Sunday (yesterday) more than 5-point-8 
million vaccine doses have been administered 
in Arizona, fully vaccinating a little over 46 
percent of the population. Health :11 Jill Ryan

5/3/2021 Cross Border Missions Project w
A binational group met this week to work toward 
recognizing missions in Arizona and Sonora as 
important cultural heritage sites. Immigration :41 Kendal Blust

5/7/2021  Florence Project c/c

Arizona Senator Kyrsten Sinema has introduced 
a bipartisan immigration bill that aims to 
improve the asylum process and insulate 
communities from border surges. The Florence 
Immigrant and Refugee Rights Project calls it 
little more than streamlined deportation. 
Attorney Laura Belous [bell-ose] told KJZZ’s 
“The Show” that faster processing for the sake 
of efficiency raises concern that migrants would 
feel pressured and not get the right information. Immigration :08 Matthew Casey

5/7/2021 Kelly on border w

Democratic Senator Mark Kelly criticized 
President Biden last week for failing to mention 
what Kelly calls a crisis at the U-S border in 
Arizona and Texas in Biden’s address to 
Congress. Immigration :50 Ben Giles

5/12/2021 Libre immigration c/c

The surge of migrants crossing into the U.S. 
has, once again, raised questions about 
whether Congress can address the issues of 
immigration reform and border security. Immigration :15 Tom Maxedon

5/14/2021 Border patrol summer steps up m
The Border Patrol in Tucson hosted an annual 
border safety event warning migrants about the 
dangers of crossing the desert on Thursday. Immigration 1:10 AZPM Alisa Reznick

5/19/2021 US Sets Rules to Reopen Border w

Northbound crossing restrictions have now 
been in place for well over a year along the US-
Mexico border. But Mexican officials are 
pushing to have them lifted soon. Immigration :46 Murphy Woodhouse

5/20/2021 Border agency vax hesitancy w

The country’s largest law enforcement agency 
is trying to combat COVID-19 vaccine 
hesitancy. But it’s also not tracking how many of 
its employees are vaccinated, calling that a 
personal choice. Immigration :40 Michel Marizco



5/26/2021 Border security dp

On Monday, state senators passed a resolution 
to ask for more federal assistance combating 
the recent increase in illegal border crossings 
from Mexico. But the bipartisan resolution did 
not come without intense partisan debate Immigration :15, :12 Jack Johnson

5/3/2021 Sonoran Farm Drought Impacts w

After a terrible rainy season last year, 
neighboring Sonora’s massive agricultural 
sector is banking on better monsoons this 
summer. International :41 Murphy Woodhouse

5/3/2021 Mexico vaccine update v Vaccinations in Mexico for those between the 
ages of 50 and 59 are set to begin soon. International :35 Murphy Woodhouse

5/3/2021 Sonora Drought 30 Percent w Months of historic drought have taken a toll on 
reservoir levels in neighboring Sonora. International :38 Murphy Woodhouse

5/3/2021 dia facing vaccine shortage for month v

As India reels from the coronavirus pandemic, 
the head of the world's largest vaccine 
manufacturer, the Serum Institute, has blamed 
the government for the shortage of Covid shots. International :32 BBC Devina Gupta

5/3/2021 Australia implements India travel ban v

A temporary travel ban between India and 
Australia begins today (Mon), with anyone 
breaking the rule facing up to five years in jail or 
a heavy fine. Some experts have argued that 
this may be illegal. International :38 BBC Shaimaa Khalil

5/4/2021 US Bans Mexican Shrimp w The United States has suspended the importing 
of wild-caught shrimp from Mexico. International :43 Murphy Woodhouse

5/4/2021 Subway Derailment v

At least 20 people died and more than 70 
injured after a subway train in Mexico City 
derailed as a result of a collapsing bridge last 
night (MONDAY). The tragedy happened before 
11 pm, and many of the passengers were 
headed back home from work. International :40 Rodrigo Cervantes

5/4/2021 India tops 20 millions cases v

The official number of coronavirus cases in 
India has now topped twenty million.   There's 
been no slowing in the rate of infections with 
more than three hundred thousand positive 
tests recorded for the thirteenth day in a row. International :36 BBC Devina Gupta

5/4/2021 Poland eases COVID restrictions v

Poland is easing its pandemic restrictions 
starting today (Tues), as the country’s third 
coronavirus wave continues to lose momentum.  
Shopping centers and museums are reopening 
and primary school classes are resuming 
nationwide although the number of pupils will be 
restricted. International :28 BBC Adam Easton

5/4/2021 G7 Ministers to discuss rising threats v
The Foreign ministers from the G Seven group 
of industrialized nations are starting direct talks 
in London, their first in two years. International :28 BBC James Landale

5/5/2021 Mexico City trainwreck update w

The derailment of a subway train in Mexico City 
as a result of a collapsing bridge on Monday 
night has left at least 23 people dead and more 
than 70 injured. The city’s government plans an 
investigation amidst accusations of negligence 
and despotism. International :40 Rodrigo Cervantes



5/5/2021 France//Napoleon’s anniversary v

French president Emmanuel Macron will lay a 
wreath at the tomb of Napoleon Bonaparte 
today (Weds) and give a speech marking the 
200th-anniversary of his death. International :38 BBC Lucy Williamson

5/5/2021 Philippines to fish S China Sea v

The government in Manila has encouraged 
Philippine boats to fish in a disputed area of the 
South China Sea, in defiance of an annual 
fishing ban imposed by Beijing. Chinese state-
run media says the fishing moratorium is part of 
Beijing's efforts to promote sustainable fisheries International :33 BBC Howard Johnson

5/5/2021 ntries doing enough to help others in v

Foreign ministers from the G- Seven group of 
wealthy nations are to discuss the global 
distribution of coronavirus vaccines, as they 
wrap up three days of talks in London later. International :30 BBC James Landale

5/6/2021 India Masks v
India leads the world in new coronavirus cases, 
with hundreds of thousands of infections per 
day and a staggering death toll International :24 Ron Dungan

5/6/2021 Blinken on Iran nuclear deal v

U-S Secretary of State Antony Blinken has told 
the BBC that Washington does not yet know if 
Iran is serious about returning to the deal that 
restricted its nuclear activities. He said that 
Tehran was getting closer to the point where it 
would be able to produce fissile material for a 
nuclear weapon within a matter of months. International :29 BBC James Landale

5/6/2021 K Navy boats patrolling English Chann v

Britain has sent two patrol vessels to the island 
of Jersey in the English channel in an 
escalating dispute with France over post- Brexit 
fishing rights.  The island - a self-governing 
dependency of the United Kingdom -  lies just 
off the coast of Normandy and French 
fishermen have complained about problems 
obtaining licenses. Dozens of French fishing 
boats are reported to be on their way to Jersey's 
St Helier port.  International :35 BBC Jean Mackenzie

5/6/2021 China suspends talks with Australia v

China has announced it's suspending any 
economic discussions with Australia - the latest 
sign of worsening relations. The move is largely 
symbolic as the last meeting in the countries' 
Strategic Economic talks took place four years 
ago International :32 BBC Stephen McDonell

5/7/2021 UK Elections: first since Brexit v

British prime minister Boris Johnson's 
Conservative party has won its first electoral 
test since the start of the coronavirus pandemic, 
capturing a traditionally working class 
stronghold from the opposition Labour Party. A 
Labour spokesman called the result absolutely 
shattering. International :23 BBC Rob Watson



5/7/2021 India total infections v

The Indian health ministry says the total number 
of coronavirus infections has surged past 21-
million as the country grapples with a second 
wave that is turning out to be the worst in the 
world. More than 230-thousand Indians have 
died due to the virus International :31 BBC Sanjay Dasgupta

5/7/2021 Chinese rocket falls to Earth v

The United States has said that it has no plans 
to shoot down the remains of a Chinese rocket 
which will plunge to Earth sometime this 
weekend. A section of the Long-March Five-B 
rocket, used to deliver part of a Chinese space 
station into orbit last week, is tumbling out of 
control above the planet. International :33 BBC John McManus

5/10/2021 Solar in Mexico f

Like Arizona, neighboring Sonora has a great 
deal of potential for solar energy development. 
Despite that potential, the prospects for solar 
there and across Mexico have gotten even 
more challenging since we last reported on it. 
From the Fronteras Desk in the Sonoran capital 
Hermosillo (air-mo-SEE-yo), KJZZ’s Murphy 
Woodhouse brings us this update. International 4:31 Murphy Woodhouse

5/10/2021 fe park team detained over leopard re v

Several employees at a wildlife park in China 
have been detained for failing to report the 
escape of three leopards. One of the animals is 
still on the loose. International :30 BBC Michael Bristow

5/10/2021 Taliban announce three day ceasefire v

A bomb attack on a bus in Afghanistan has 
killed at least eleven people and injured dozens 
more in Zabul province -- just hours before the 
Taliban announced a three day ceasefire. This 
follows the attack on Saturday on a school in 
Kabul which killed more than sixty people, 
mostly schoolgirls. International :33 BBC Secunder Kermani

5/10/2021 na to create line of separation at Eve v

summit of Mount Everest to prevent the 
mingling of climbers from Nepal, with those 
from the Tibetan side, due to concerns over 
Covid-19. International :35 BBC Rumella Dasgupta

5/11/2021 Sonora green w
Sonora, Arizona’s neighbor to the south, is now 
at green, or low risk, on the Mexican pandemic 
scale. International :37 Murphy Woodhouse

5/11/2021 Mother's Day searchers w Families with missing loved ones in Sonora 
have turned Mother’s Day into a day of protest. International :40 Murphy Woodhouse

5/11/2021 Russian school shooting v

At least eleven people have died during a 
shooting at a school in the Russian city of 
Kazan, about 430 miles east of Moscow.  Most 
of the victims are children. International :38 BBC Steve Rosenberg

5/11/2021 as for calm as Israel/Gaza violence er v

Israeli forces and Palestinian militants have 
exchanged heavy fire in an escalation of 
violence sparked by days of unrest in 
Jerusalem. Israel's southern city of Ashkelon 
has been put on high alert after a fresh barrage 
of rockets was fired from Gaza at dawn. International :32 BBC Yolande Knell



5/11/2021 China’s population growth slows v

Census results in China show that the country's 
population has been growing at its slowest pace 
in decades - reflecting fears of a looming 
demographic crisis. Five years ago, the 
Chinese government ended its long-standing 
family planning restrictions that allowed only 
one child per family - but that's not brought a 
baby boom. International :30 BBC Robin Brant

5/12/2021 Sonoran teachers vax w Vaccinations for educators in Sonora, Arizona’s 
neighbor to the south, are now underway. International :42 Murphy Woodhouse

5/12/2021 Cabeza de Vaca Investigation w
The US government has shared information on 
alleged crimes committed by a Mexican 
governor. International :40 Murphy Woodhouse

5/12/2021 Israel/Palestinian clash v

Throughout the night and into the early hours of 
the morning, Israel and Palestinian militants in 
Gaza have exchanged their heaviest 
bombardments in years. The Israeli army says 
that more than one thousand rockets have now 
been fired from Gaza towards Israel since the 
conflict erupted on Monday. Tel Aviv and central 
Israel have come under attack, with hundreds of 
thousands forced to take refuge in shelters.  
Israel has carried out hundreds of airstrikes on 
Gaza. It says it is targeting rocket launch sites 
and the offices and homes of Hamas leaders International :39 BBC Jeremy Bowen

5/12/2021 Taliban capture strategic district v
The Taliban in Afghanistan say they have 
captured a strategic district near the capital 
Kabul after intense clashes International :36 BBC Secunder Kermani

5/12/2021 EU raises growth forecast v

The EU has sharply raised its growth forecast 
for the eurozone for this year and for 20-22. The 
Commission expects an expansion of more 
than four percent both years -- the previous 
forecast was half a point lower. It says the 
improved outlook is the result of Europe's 
accelerating vaccination program, and its huge 
recovery plan. International :33 BBC Andrew Walker

5/13/2021 Campaign DV help w
In neighboring Sonora, state officials are 
launching a new ad campaign that aims to get 
more women to report domestic violence. International :48 Kendal Blust

5/13/2021 Accused corrupt agent v

Attorneys for a former Border Patrol agent 
arrested on charges of smuggling several 
hundred thousand pills and pounds of cocaine 
are hoping the ex agent will be able to strike a 
deal with the U.S. government rather than go to 
trial. International :45 Michel Marizco

5/13/2021 Drought Shortages in Sonora v

More than 2 million acres of irrigated crops 
could be at risk in Mexico because of a lack of 
water. Neighboring Sonora is among the worst 
hit. International :37 Kendal Blust



5/13/2021 Radovan Karadzic v

A lawyer representing Radovan Karadzic - the 
former Bosnian Serb leader convicted of 
genocide during the conflict in the former 
Yugoslavia -  has told the United Nations that 
sending Karadzic to a British prison is 
tantamount to a death sentence. He warned 
there was a serious risk he would be attacked 
by Muslim prisoners. International :36 BBC James Landale

5/13/2021 Uighur clerics v

A new report says that since 2014 China has 
imprisoned at least six-hundred-and-thirty 
imams and other religious figures in its 
crackdown in the mainly Muslim Xinjiang (shin-
zhang) region.  It says eighteen clerics died in 
detention or shortly thereafter. International :33 BBC Arjan Schippers

5/13/2021 Australian solar v

Australia has registered a record use of rooftop 
solar panels. The trend marks a further move 
away from Australia’s historic dependence on 
coal for power generation. International :32 BBC Phil Mercer

5/14/2021 Israel steps up attacks on Gaza v

The Israeli military has intensified its 
bombardment of Gaza, as Palestinian militants 
continue to fire rockets into Israel. There’s been 
heavy shelling in the north and the east. Many 
Palestinian families have fled their homes to 
escape the bombardment International :34 BBC Jeremy Bowen

5/14/2021 ebanon: power shut down for not payi v

The Turkish company Kar-power-ship, which 
operates floating power plants, has cut the 
supply of electricity to Lebanon because of late 
payments. Its two ships provide a quarter of 
Lebanon’s power International :36 BBC Quentin Sommerville

5/14/2021 UK considers speeding up vaccines v

A sharp rise in the number of people in England 
infected with the Indian variant of coronavirus 
has led ministers to consider speeding up 
vaccination. International :34 BBC James Gallagher

5/17/2021 ew strikes on Gaza as calls for ceasef v

The conflict between Israel and Palestinian 
militants in Gaza is entering its second week 
with no let up in the fighting.  Israeli airstrikes 
overnight were some of the heaviest yet. The 
Israeli military said it was hitting terror targets 
but eyewitnesses say homes have also been 
damaged. Hamas militants have continued to 
fire rockets into southern Israel. International :32 BBC Paul Adams

5/17/2021 US General on Afghanistan departure v

The top US commander in Afghanistan has told 
the BBC he expects violence to increase as the 
United States and its NATO allies continue their 
withdrawal.  In a rare interview in northern 
Afghanistan, General Scott Miller praised the 
capabilities of the Afghan military International :29 BBC Lyse Doucet

5/17/2021 endents will be largest group to rewrite v
Independent candidates have won the largest 
share of the seats on the governing body that 
will write a new constitution in Chile. International :38 BBC Jane Chambers



5/18/2021 Nogales wants to reopen w Several Arizona border communities are asking 
that pandemic crossing restrictions be lifted. International :45 Murphy Woodhouse

5/18/2021 Biden on Israeli conflict v

President Biden has joined calls for a ceasefire 
between Israel and Palestinian militants.  In a 
phone call to the Israeli prime minister, 
Benjamin Netanyahu, Biden again backed 
Israel's right to defend itself.  But he said his 
administration was working with Egypt and 
others towards stopping hostilities. International :40 BBC Yolande Knell

5/18/2021 number of migrants into Spain from M v

Migrants have continued to arrive at the 
Moroccan border with the Spanish-controlled 
North African territory of Ceuta (SYOO-tuh) 
overnight after thousands crossed into the 
enclave on Monday. International :41 BBC Guy Hedgecoe

5/18/2021 Russia denies Solar Winds hack v

The head of Russia’s Foreign Intelligence 
service, the SVR, has brushed aside U-S 
allegations that his agency was behind the 
massive Solar Winds cyber-attack. International :40 BBC Steve Rosenberg

5/19/2021 AX, Indian vaccine maker unlikely to e v

The Serum Institute of India says it doesn't 
expect to resume exports of coronavirus 
vaccines until the end of the year.  It had been 
the main supplier of AstraZeneca shots to the 
global vaccine-sharing program, Covax (COE-
vax), until the Indian government blocked 
exports two months ago. International :41 BBC Grant Ferrett

5/20/2021 Mexico herd immunity w

Mexican health officials hope the country will 
reach what’s known as “herd immunity” against 
COVID-19 by September, meaning enough 
people are immune to the virus that it can no 
longer effectively spread. International :45 Kendal Blust

5/20/2021 Olympics poll v

More than eighty percent of Japanese people 
are opposed to the staging of the Olympics in 
Tokyo this July, according to the latest opinion 
poll. International :39 BBC Rupert Wingfield Hay

5/21/2021 Ducey Pavlovich w

The governors of Arizona and Sonora met for a 
final time as heads of the Arizona-Sonora 
Commission and its cross-border counterpart 
Thursday. International :43 Kendal Blust

5/21/2021 Femicide in Nogales v
Sonoran authorities this week tracked down and 
arrested a suspect in the murder of a former 
Nogales, Sonora city official. International :43 Kendal Blust

5/21/2021 announces variant surveillance netw v

The British government has announced plans 
for an international surveillance network to help 
identify new coronavirus variants and track 
emerging diseases around the world. International :38 BBC Katharine Da Costa

5/21/2021 Argentina announces strict lockdown v

Argentina has imposed nine days of strict 
lockdown starting tomorrow (Sat), in an effort to 
control a second wave of the coronavirus. More 
than seventy-two thousand people have died 
from the virus so far. International :35 BBC Nicolas Rocha



5/21/2021 Australian students walk out v
Thousands of Australian students have walked 
out of school to attend protests, calling for 
action on climate change. International :27 BBC Shaimaa Khalil

5/24/2021 Mexican Schools reopen in June w

Mexican leaders say it’s time to start preparing 
for a gradual return to in-person classes across 
the country. From the Fronteras Desk in 
Hermosillo, KJZZ’s Kendal Blust reports some 
students could be back in school this June. International :45 Kendal Blust

5/24/2021 Sonoran city leads in homicides w

A Sonoran city is showing troubling growth in 
murder cases, while violence in most other so-
called priority cities is declining. From the 
Fronteras Desk in Hermosillo (air-mo-SEE-yo), 
KJZZ’s Murphy Woodhouse reports. International :45 Murphy Woodhouse

5/24/2021 India: over 300,000 COVID-19 deaths v

India has registered more than three hundred 
thousand covid- nineteen deaths. Only the 
United States and Brazil have recorded more 
deaths. International :32 BBC Divya Arya

5/24/2021 Children neglect in US Asylum Camps v

The BBC has uncovered allegations of 
widespread neglect and illness in detention 
centres for child migrants in the United States. 
The US government says fourteen new sites 
have been set up to try to relieve overcrowding 
in border camps International :29 BBC Hillary Andersson

5/24/2021 Trained Dogs can detect covid v

A study in the UK has found that specially 
trained dogs can sniff out people who are 
infected with covid- nineteen, as the disease 
has a distinct smell. International :39 BBC Dominic Hughes

5/25/2021 Harris Mexico students w

The disappearance of 43 students in Mexico 
almost seven years ago on their way to a 
protest is still a highly political and controversial 
topic in human rights circles. International :49 Rodrigo Cervantes

5/25/2021 AMLO central bank w

Mexico’s president has recently attacked many 
independent organizations, including the 
National Electoral Institute, accusing them of 
being a waste of money and a hub for his 
political foes. Now the president has criticized a 
relevant autonomous financial institution, 
generating concerns among investors. International :48 Rodrigo Cervantes

5/25/2021 Belarus: Biden joins call for sanctions v

President Biden has accused the authorities in 
Belarus of shameful assaults on political dissent 
over their treatment of an opposition journalist, 
Roman Protasevich (ruh-MAAN pruh-tuh-SYAY-
vitch). International :44 BBC Steve Rosenberg

5/25/2021 nken in Israel to ensure ceasefire hol v

The US Secretary of State, Antony Blinken, has 
arrived in Israel to try and ensure the four-day 
ceasefire between the Israelis and the 
Palestinian militants holds.  He’ll also discuss 
ways to help rebuild Gaza where there is 
widespread destruction caused by the recent 
deadly fighting. International :33 BBC Yolande Knell



5/25/2021 Afghanistan: Australia closing embass v
Australia has announced that it will shut its 
embassy in Afghanistan by Friday, as the 
withdrawal of international troops proceeds. International :34 BBC Steve Jackson

5/26/2021 Maquila vaccinations w

Mexican export manufacturers are hopeful that 
an effort to vaccinate their workers will soon 
spread border-wide. From the Fronteras Desk in 
Hermosillo (air-mo-SEE-yo), KJZZ’s Murphy 
Woodhouse reports. International :46 Murphy Woodhouse

5/26/2021 Violent April v

Violence in neighboring Sonora continues to 
worsen. From the Fronteras Desk in Hermosillo 
(air-mo-SEE-yo), KJZZ’s Murphy Woodhouse 
reports. International :34 Murphy Woodhouse

5/26/2021 Whatsapp sues Indian Government v

WhatsApp is suing the Indian government over 
new laws that will compel it to violate its privacy 
protections. The legislation, which comes into 
effect today, requires internet companies to 
trace the origins of inflammatory messages sent 
on their platforms International :27 BBC Elettra Neysmith

5/26/2021 uth Africa Corruption Trial of ex-Presid v
Large crowds have gathered outside a court in 
South Africa for the delayed corruption trial of 
the former president, Jacob Zuma (ZOOM-a). International :26 BBC Nomsa Maseko

5/26/2021 r Colleagues of Belarusian Journalist v

Former colleagues of the dissident Belarusian 
journalist, Roman Protasevich, who was 
arrested when the authorities forced his flight to 
divert to Minsk, have told the BBC they now fear 
for their lives. Mr Protasevich (Pro-TES-yay-a-
vitch) ran a pro-opposition news channel from 
Poland on social media. International :36 BBC Jean Mackenzie

5/27/2021 Ammo smuggler sentenced v

A Mexican truck driver will spend three more 
years behind bars after he was sentenced in 
Tucson federal court for trying to smuggle 
thousands of bullets from Arizona into Sonora. 
The 42-year-old man has been in jail since last 
May. International :42 Matthew Casey

5/27/2021 FAA downgrades Mexico v The United States has downgraded Mexico’s 
aviation rating from Category 1 to Category 2. International :37 Kendal Blust

5/27/2021 Mining spill remediation w

Top Mexican environmental officials met with 
communities affected by a 2014 mining spill in 
neighboring Sonora, Mexico, this weekend. Now 
area residents say they’re holding those leaders 
and the mining company accountable to remedy 
long-standing impacts of the disaster. From the 
Fronteras Desk in Hermosillo, KJZZ’s Kendal 
Blust reports.

International :49 Kendal Blust



5/27/2021 Victoria Australia into 7-day lockdown v

The Australian state of Victoria has announced 
a seven day lockdown, starting at midnight on 
Thursday, to contain a new outbreak of Covid 
nineteen. At least thirty- four people have tested 
positive for the disease in the state, following 
several months of almost no community 
transmission in Australia. International :37 BBC Shaimaa Khalil

5/27/2021 French President in Rwanda v

The French president, Emmanuel Macron (mah-
CRONN), has arrived in Rwanda to try to reset 
relations that ruptured over accusations about 
the role Paris played in the ninety- ninety- four 
genocide. International :35 BBC Vivienne Nunis

5/27/2021 World risks hitting temp limit v

Researchers at the World Meteorological 
Organisation say there’s a forty percent chance 
that temperatures in at least one of the next five 
years will exceed a dangerous threshold. International :39 BBC David Shukman

5/28/2021 Mexico daycare fire w

Nearly 12 years after a daycare fire that left 49 
children dead in the Sonoran capital Hermosillo, 
Mexico’s Supreme court confirmed Wednesday 
that 22 people are responsible for the tragedy. 
But family members of the victims say the ruling 
is far from delivering justice. From the Fronteras 
Desk in Hermosillo, KJZZ’s Kendal Blust 
reports. International :49 Kendal Blust

5/28/2021 DRC and volcano concerns v

The United Nations has warned that as many as 
four- hundred thousand people in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo have left the 
eastern city of Goma (GO-mah), amid fears of a 
fresh volcanic eruption.  The BBC's Emery 
Makumeno (mack-oo-MENN-o) has the story International :28 BBC Emery Makumeno

5/28/2021 minister criticized for meeting w/Hunga v

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson is due to 
hold talks with the Hungarian leader Viktor 
Orban (orr-bahn) in London today (Fri). 
Opposition parties have criticized the visit, as 
the BBC’s James Landale reports. International :37 BBC James Landale

5/28/2021 and Belarus leaders meet over Ryana v

The Russian and Belarusian presidents meet in 
the Black Sea resort of Sochi later today (Fri) 
amid a growing standoff with the West over the 
forced landing of a Ryanair flight by Belarus on 
Sunday. The plane was carrying an exiled 
Belarusian journalist and his girlfriend, who 
were both detained. International :32 BBC Steve Rosenberg

5/31/2021 China says families can have three kid v

China has announced that families will be 
allowed to have three children -- up from the 
current limit of two. This comes after census 
data showed a steep decline in the number of 
births. But the BBC’s Stephen McDonnel, in 
Beijing, says the Communist Party will find it 
hard to motivate the population: International :35 BBC Stephen McDonell



5/31/2021 Somaliland elections v

The self-declared republic of Somaliland in the 
Horn Of Africa is holding parliamentary and 
municipal elections, some of which are ten 
years overdue. International :34 BBC Mary Harper

5/31/2021 K Govt to help Afghan military worker v

The British government has announced plans to 
rapidly relocate hundreds of Afghans who 
worked for its military and government services 
in Afghanistan. The decision comes amid fears 
for their safety -- as international troops prepare 
to leave Afghanistan and security deteriorates. International :27 BBC Jonathan Beale

5/3/2021 Cindy McCain Elex Audit c/c

This morning (Sunday), the wife of late U.S. 
Senator John McCain called the ongoing audit 
of the 2020 election by the Arizona GOP 
“ludicrous.” Politics :12 Tom Maxedon

5/3/2021 Grant Woods Audit Fringer c/c

Former Arizona Attorney General Grant Woods 
labeled the state Senate’s Maricopa County 
election audit as a quote “sham” to a national 
television audienc Politics :09 Matthew Casey

5/3/2021 Redistricting Commission c/c

g
seat in Congress means Arizona’s Independent 
Redistricting Commission must again divide the 
state nine ways. Each Congressional District 
has to have roughly the same number of 
people. Politics :12 Matthew Casey

5/4/2021 GOP Party election hearing Preview w

Tomorrow (THIS) afternoon, a judge will decide 
if a group of dissatisfied Arizona Republicans 
can continue to make their case against leaders 
of the state Republican Party in court. Politics :46 Ben Giles

5/4/2021 Sen Flake republicans c/c
Former Arizona Senator Jeff Flake spoke to 
CNN about what he sees as a strategy mistake 
by the Republican Party to be Trump loyalists. Politics :15 Jill Ryan

5/5/2021 Ducey nursing home reax m

On Monday, Governor Doug Ducey vetoed a bill 
that would’ve allowed the board that regulates 
leadership at long-term care facilities to 
continue. Instead, he wants to transfer those 
responsibilities to the Arizona Department of 
Health Services. It’s unclear when or how that’ll 
unfold. Politics 1:08 Kathy Ritchie

5/5/2021 Brennan ballot audit c/c

The audit of 2020 Maricopa County election 
ballots continues at the Veterans Memorial 
Coliseum. Among other things, auditors have 
been seen using blue pens and ultraviolet lights 
to examine paper ballots without being clear as 
to why. Politics :18 Kerry Fehr Snyder

5/5/2021 Phx budget proposal  m
As Phoenix leaders consider a budget that 
starts July 1st, the vice mayor keeps pushing to 
reduce funding for the police department. Politics 1:02 Christina Estes



5/5/2021 Phx budget proposal c/c

More details are coming out about Phoenix’s 
plans to expand its community assistance 
program. The civilian only program responds to 
mental and behavioral health calls for service. 
Assistant City Manager Jeff Barton told the 
council it’s been operating autonomously out of 
the Fire Department since 19-95. Politics :13 Christina Estes

5/5/2021 IRC mapping consultant v
The Arizona Independent Redistricting 
Commission chose a Virginia-based company 
to redraw the state’s political district lines. Politics :40 Ben Giles

5/6/2021 Audit issues v

Ken Bennett, the point person for the audit and 
recount of Maricopa County votes ordered by 
the Arizona Senate, has said repeatedly 
contractors could keep working at Veterans 
Memorial Coliseum past May 14th… The day 
the Senate’s rental agreement at the coliseum 
expires. Politics :42 Ben Giles

5/6/2021 Hobbs audit settlement c/c
The Arizona Democratic Party's lawsuit against 
Senate Republicans and its auditing firm, Cyber 
Ninjas, has ended with a settlement. Politics :14 Jill Ryan

5/7/2021 Cindy McCain c/c

Cindy McCain says she was very shy while 
growing up in Arizona. So early in her late 
husband’s political career, McCain found it easy 
to be present in public life, but quiet. McCain 
told KJZZ’s “The Show” that she eventually 
realized she kept to the background because of 
insecurity and not knowing how to express 
herself. Politics :12 Matthew Casey

5/7/2021 Hobbs presser w

Secretary of State Katie Hobbs has been 
warning that private firms reviewing the election 
in Maricopa County won’t stop at Arizona.

On Thursday, Hobbs said she’s heard from 
other secretaries of state warning of calls for 
similar audits across the country. Politics :47 Ben Giles

5/10/2021 Ducey new gun law c/c

Last week (Friday), Governor Ducey signed 
legislation further protecting gun stores, 
manufacturers, and trade associations like the 
NRA from legal action by those killed or injured 
by their products. Politics :12 Vaughan Jones

5/10/2021 Audit Subpoenas Update c/c

The Maricopa County Board of Supervisors may 
be facing more subpoenas today (Mon). An 
attorney for the Arizona Senate’s audit of the 
County’s election results is threatening to sue 
the Board for contempt if they don’t turn over 
routers and passwords to get into election 
machines. Politics :12 Jill Ryan

5/11/2021 AZGOP case dismissed v
A judge has dismissed a case brought by 
Arizona Republican activists against their own 
party and party chair, Kelli Ward. Politics :38 Ben Giles



5/11/2021 AEA unbiased act c/c

The Arizona House of Representatives has 
passed a bill along party lines that proponents 
say would bar racist, sexist and politicized 
instruction in schools.

Politics :13 Jill Ryan

5/11/2021 Hobbs audit c/c
Arizona’s Secretary of State told CNN yesterday 
(Monday) that the Maricopa County election 
audit lacks credibility. Politics :16 Jill Ryan

5/12/2021 GOP dissolves PEVL w

In April, Republican Senator Kelly Townsend 
vowed to vote against any bill changing 
Arizona’s elections until after the Senate 
completed its review of the 2020 general 
election returns in Maricopa County. Politics :52 Ben Giles

5/12/2021 GOP dissolves PEVL c/c
Shortly after it was approved by Republican 
lawmakers on a party-line vote, Governor Ducey 
signed a measure to remove certain voters from 
the state’s permanent early voting list. Politics :09 Ben Giles

5/12/2021 Dreamers campaign c/c

It will be up to Arizona voters to decide whether 
DACA recipients can be eligible for in-state 
tuition at state universities or community 
colleges. Politics :12 Jill Ryan

5/12/2021 Navajo Nation voter bills v

In a joint statement, Navajo Nation President 
Jonathan Nez and Vice President Myron Lizer 
[lie-zer] voiced their disappointment with 
Arizona Governor Doug Ducey for signing two 
voter restriction bills into law. Politics :38 Jill Ryan

5/13/2021 Penzone on audit c/c

An attorney for Republicans in the Arizona 
Senate has been threatening to subpoena 
Maricopa County supervisors, and possibly 
County Sheriff Paul Penzone, to turn over 
county routers and certain passwords they say 
are essential to a partisan review of the county’s 
recent election. Politics :16 Ben Giles

5/13/2021 Quezada Ugenti voting rights dp

The sponsor of a controversial new law that 
could result in tens of thousands of voters being 
kicked off Arizona’s Permanent Early Voting List 
says it’s merely an effort to protect elections 
from fraud.

The law requires voters to use their early ballot 
at least once in two-straight two-year election 
cycles in order to keep automatically receiving a 
ballot by mail.

Politics :18 Ben Giles

5/13/2021 Dark Money c/c

Former Arizona Attorney General Terry 
Goddard is on his third attempt to rid elections 
of so called “dark money,” this time by changing 
state election laws. Politics :10 Jill Ryan



5/14/2021 Election lies v

Maricopa County board chairman Jack Sellers 
demanded a retraction from Arizona Senate 
Republicans over a tweet and letter filled with 
what he called false allegations.

Politics :40 Ben Giles

5/14/2021 Unemployment pay v

Gov. Doug Ducey is joining a growing number 
of Republican governors who are stopping 
payment of an extra $300 a week to 
unemployed workers as a way to force people 
to return to work. Politics :39 Jill Ryan

5/14/2021 Sex Ed Bill c/c

Republican lawmakers are making another bid 
to further restrict sex education in Arizona 
schools, after the original bill was vetoed by 
Governor Doug Ducey. Politics :19 Jill Ryan

5/17/2021 Cicilline Gosar censure m

A Democratic Congressman is asking the U.S. 
House of Representatives to censure some 
members of the Republican caucus who he 
says made misleading statements about the 
January 6th riot at the U.S. Capitol. Politics :55 Tom Maxedon

5/17/2021 Audit hurting Republicans c/c

The Arizona Senate Audit of the 2020 Election 
is reportedly causing a divide within the state’s 
Republican Party, with state Senator Paul Boyer 
going as far as telling the New York Times the 
audit is making the party “look like idiots.” Politics :09 Vaughan Jones

5/17/2021 County recorder/Trump v

Former President Donald Trump accused 
Maricopa County of deleting its own voter 
database to cover up election fraud during the 
Arizona Senate Audit of the 2020 election. Politics :37 Vaughan Jones

5/17/2021 Q&AZ Phx redistricting v

With the 2020 Census results collected, states 
and cities are close to drawing new district 
boundaries. Through our Q&AZ project, a 
listener asked: How often do Phoenix City 
Council districts get redistricted? Who draws 
the new lines? Politics :37 Vaughan Jones

5/18/2021 GOP gov candidates s

Two Republican women have announced 
they’re running for Arizona governor. They are 
State Treasurer Kimberly Yee and Arizona 
Board of Regents member Karrin Taylor 
Robson. According to Yee’s campaign website, 
her platform includes border and election 
security. Taylor Robson’s website says she’s 
committed to protecting Arizona from the quote 
radical left. Politics :21 Rocio Hernandez

5/18/2021 Fann letter response w

Today (Monday) the Maricopa County officials 
responded to accusations and demands from 
the Arizona Senate president regarding the 
ongoing election audit. Politics :46 Rocio Hernandez



5/18/2021 Fann letter response c/c

The Maricopa County Board of Supervisors is 
turning down an invitation to come to the Capitol 
tomorrow (Tuesday) to discuss the ongoing 
audit of last year’s election. Politics :12 Rocio Hernandez

5/18/2021 Fed jobless benefits gone w

Critics say that Governor Ducey’s decision to 
end federal unemployment subsidies will harm 
a number of Arizona families. As KJZZ’s Ron 
Dungan reports, the extra $300 per week from 
the feds was especially helpful in states like 
Arizona, where unemployment payments are 
among the lowest in the nation. Politics :49 Ron Dungan

5/18/2021 Sex ed Senate c/c
The Arizona Senate passed a new version of a 
sex education bill that was vetoed by Gov. 
Ducey before legislative amendments. Politics :10 Jill Ryan

5/19/2021 Sellers on audit c/c

Firms hired to run a partisan audit of the 2020 
election for Senate Republicans in Arizona said 
Tuesday that data was not destroyed, reversing 
earlier allegations that election officials 
eliminated evidence. Politics :14 Tom Maxedon

5/19/2021 Audit update Fann w

On Monday, bipartisan elected officials in 
Maricopa County called on Arizona Senate 
President Karen Fann to end a controversial 
review of the county’s recent election. Politics :49 Ben Giles

5/19/2021 AZ budget deal v

Republican leaders in the state House and 
Senate have struck a deal with Governor Doug 
Ducey on a 12 point 5 billion dollar budget that 
also dramatically cuts the state’s income tax 
rates. Politics :40 Ben Giles

5/19/2021 Phx federal funds w

If Phoenix's vice mayor gets his way, some 
residents might see a city version of a stimulus 
check. During yesterday’s (Tuesday’s) council 
meeting, members discussed ways to spend 
nearly 4-hundred million dollars from the 
American Rescue Plan. Politics :50 Christina Estes

5/19/2021 Phx federal funds c/c

If Phoenix's vice mayor gets his way, some 
residents might see a city version of a stimulus 
check. During yesterday’s (Tuesday’s) council 
meeting, members discussed ways to spend 
nearly 4-hundred million dollars from the 
American Rescue Plan. Politics :14 Christina Estes

5/20/2021 Ducey budget c/c

Top aides to Governor Doug Ducey are 
defending the $1.5 billion proposed cut in tax 
collections as “modest and responsible.'” 
Ducey’s chief finance officer said there will still 
be plenty of money left over for other projects, 
including road improvements and new schools. 
Meanwhile, Ducey’s Chief of Staff, Daniel 
Scarpinato, called it “a down payment on 
Arizona’s future.” Politics :09 Kathy Ritchie



5/20/2021 Equal Rights c/c

A decades-old effort to get the Equal Rights 
Amendment into the U-S Constitution faces 
another setback as Arizona Republicans again 
blocked a vote over whether the state should 
ratify it. Politics :14 Jill Ryan

5/21/2021 Hobbs election equipment v

County officials that election equipment swept 
up in the Arizona Senate’s controversial audit 
should no longer be used in any future 
elections. Politics :40 Ben Giles

5/21/2021 FTC Brno suit v

g y
and a handful of other states have sued an 
internet service provider over download speeds. 
The company, named Frontier 
Communications, says all allegations against it 
are baseless Politics :40 Matthew Casey

5/21/2021 Unemployment c/c

Over 320 thousand private sector jobs in 
Arizona have been lost since February 20-20, 
and so far only 78 percent of them have been 
recovered. Politics :17 Jill Ryan

5/21/2021 Senate business vaccine c/c

A bill that would have prevented businesses 
from requiring their customers and clients to be 
vaccinated failed in the Arizona Senate.

On a mostly party-line vote, Republicans argued 
that the bill protects individuals from 
government overreach. But Republican Senator 
T-J Shope disagreed and voted “no.” Politics :12 Jill Ryan

5/21/2021 Hero intern Giffords s 

The intern who helped save the life of former U-
S Representative Gabby Giffords after her 
attempted assassination is now running for her 
former seat. Daniel Hernandez Jr., was 20 
years old and in his first week as an intern when 
Giffords was shot. Hernandez kept pressure on 
the head wound and kept her conscious until 
paramedics arrived. A trauma surgeon who 
operated on Giffords that day is also running, 
along with state Senator Kirsten Engel. Politics :30 Jill Ryan

5/24/2021 Former Attorney General audit c/c

Speaking on MSNBC, Former Arizona Attorney 
General Grant Woods was critical of the state 
senate audit of the 2020 presidential election for 
the second time in a month. Politics :11 Vaughan Jones

5/24/2021 Campaign Advertising Law v

Governor Ducey recently signed a bill into law 
requiring campaign signs and advertisements to 
disclose how much of the funding came from 
outside of Arizona. Politics :28 Vaughan Jones

5/25/2021 Hobbs audit c/c

The 2020 Maricopa County elections have been 
stained by Republicans claiming fraudulent 
votes. In an interview with CNN, Secretary of 
State Katie Hobbs said the election accusations 
are making Arizona look ridiculous. Politics :13 Bradley Roe



5/25/2021 Violence against women in politics c/c

Arizona Secretary of State Katie Hobbs has 
been a vocal critic of the state Senate’s 
controversial audit of Maricopa County’s 
election results. And she is now under 
Department of Public Safety protection after 
receiving death threats related to the audit. Politics :12 Bradley Roe

5/25/2021 Audit confusion again v

The controversial review of the 2020 election 
returns in Maricopa County… ordered by state 
Senate Republicans… is once again underway 
at Veterans Memorial Coliseum. Politics :39 Ben Giles

5/25/2021 Budget c/c

A study prepared by the Institute on Taxation 
and Economic Policy looked at the 12 point 8 
billion dollar spending plan introduced in the 
Arizona House, along with its proposed 1 point 
5 billion dollars in permanent tax cuts. Politics :18 Jill Ryan

5/26/2021 Marijuana legislation fails c/c

The Arizona State legislature voted against a 
proposal to ban billboards that advertise 
marjiuana within 1,000 feet of areas such as 
schools and churches that could be densely 
populated by minors. Politics :15 Jack Johnson

5/26/2021 Firm leaves audit v

A private Pennsylvania-based I-T firm hired to 
help conduct a partisan hand recount of ballots 
cast in Maricopa County last November has 
abandoned the effort. Politics :41 Ben Giles

5/26/2021 Hobbs Powers c/c

Arizona Republican lawmakers are moving to 
strip Secretary of State Katie Hobbs of some of 
her authority. Measures approved both in the 
House and Senate Appropriations committees 
would take away her power to defend state 
election laws and give it to Attorney General 
Mark Brnovich instead. Politics :08 Jill Ryan

5/27/2021 Boyer budget c/c

Republicans at the Arizona legislature can’t 
afford to lose any members’ votes in their bid to 
implement a controversial flat income-tax 
system for the state. The G-O-P push to unify at 
the state Capitol partly hinges on convincing 
Glendale Senator Paul Boyer the proposal won’t 
turn out costly for cities and towns. Boyer told 
KJZZ’s “The Show” that his concerns about the 
flat-tax plan are long-term. Politics :05 Matthew Casey

5/27/2021 Sinema filibuster Jan. 6th v

Arizona Senator Kyrsten Sinema joined another 
moderate Democrat to push Republicans to 
vote for creating a commission on the January 
6th Capitol insurrection. But G-O-P senators are 
poised to block the bill in a procedural vote 
expected Thursday. Politics :41 Matthew Casey



5/27/2021 Mail voter ID c/c

The Arizona House voted down a bill that would 
have added new I-D requirements for voters 
casting a ballot by mail.

Democrats like Representative Raquel Terán 
(rah-KEL teh-RAHN) said the bill was the latest 
effort by Republicans to make it harder to vote. Politics :05 Ben Giles

5/27/2021 Cured ballots v

 Republicans in the Arizona House advanced a 
bill today (WEDNESDAY) that could send some 
voters’ ballots to county or state attorneys to be 
investigated. Politics :40 Ben Giles

5/27/2021 Budget delay c/c

This morning (Thursday) the Arizona Senate 
plans to tackle a new budget proposal after a 
delay on Wednesday when key lawmaker 
Republican Michelle Ugenti-Rita was absent for 
two days without notice. Politics :11 Jill Ryan

5/27/2021 Expense boost s

The state Senate gave an initial OK to boosting 
daily expense pay lawmakers outside of 
Maricopa County receive. The pay rates would 
be subject to yearly automatic adjustments. Politics :29 Jill Ryan

5/27/2021 Hobbs Retaliation c/c

A proposed new bill would take away Hobbs’ 
ability to defend election lawsuits through the 
remainder of her term, and would give that 
power to Attorney General Mark Brnovich, 
despite her being the state’s chief election 
officer. Politics :09 Jill Ryan

5/28/2021 Interfaith tax protest w

gy y g
proposal with a controversial tax cut would be a 
handout to the wealthy given on the backs of 
the poor. At a press conference today 
(Thursday), the Arizona Interfaith Network 
promised to call for voters to have the final say 
via ballot measure should Republican 
legislators and Governor Ducey push the 
proposal through. KJZZ’s Matthew Casey 
reports Politics :46 Matthew Casey

5/28/2021 CRT bill fails w

Today (Thursday) a bill that would have banned 
Arizona educators from discussing 
“controversial topics” in schools, or face a fine 
up to $5,000, failed to pass in the state Senate. Politics :41 Rocio Hernandez

5/28/2021 Senate budget recess c/c

Republicans in the Arizona Senate called it 
quits on Thursday after trying… and failing… to 
get enough GOP senators to support a 12 point 
8 billion dollar budget. Politics :08 Ben Giles

5/28/2021 Clean elections c/c

Republicans in the state Legislature are moving 
to strip Democratic Secretary of State Katie 
Hobbs of some of her powers. A bill that was 
passed by both the House and Senate 
appropriations committees would transfer 
election oversight authority from Hobbs to 
Attorney General Mark Brnovich, a Republican. Politics :09 Jack Johnson



5/31/2021 Anti audit poll results c/c

Highground, a Phoenix-based polling company, 
recently surveyed likely 2022 voters to find out 
how a portion of the electorate feels about the 
ongoing 2020 election audit. Politics :12 Vaughan Jones

5/31/2021 VP Harris honors McCain c/c Vice President Kamala Harris is once again 
making history. Politics :14 Vaughan Jones

5/24/2021 Pima county bikers v
The Pima County Sheriff’s Department is 
advising Tucson residents to be careful on the 
streets, due to a dangerous group of drivers. Safety :22 Vaughan Jones

5/11/2021 Osiris Rex s
OSIRIS-REx, a robotic explorer spacecraft, is 
starting its two-year journey back from an 
asteroid nearly 200 million miles away. Science :30 Jill Ryan

5/17/2021 CV scientist letter v

the journal Science calling for further 
investigation into the origins of the COVID-19 
pandemic to mitigate the risk of future 
outbreaks Science :36 Nick Gerbis

5/19/2021 Q&AZ chip water f

In March, Intel announced a $20 billion factory 
expansion in Chandler, and Taiwan 
Semiconductor is building a new plant in 
Phoenix. One listener wondered why so many 
companies bring such a water-intensive process 
to drought-stricken Arizona. From KJZZ’s 
Arizona Science desk, Nicholas Gerbis [GUHR-
bis] wades into the answer. Science 4:19 Nick Gerbis

5/24/2021 Tucson History Museum s

When people in the U-S think of space 
exploration, two states may come to mind: 
Texas and Florida. But a new exhibit at the 
Arizona History Museum in Tucson wants 
people to never forget Arizona's contribution, 
including the discovery of Pluto. The exhibit 
features many relics, like Apollo 11 astronaut 
Buzz Aldrin’s space suit. The showcase will be 
on display until November 30th. Science :27 Jill Ryan

5/31/2021 Zoo BFF kits v The Phoenix Zoo has announced the birth of a 
bumper crop of 21 black-footed ferrets. Science :30 Nick Gerbis

5/6/2021 Softball amputee f

A positive attitude can make all the difference. 
Reporter Zach Keenan has this story of a 
softball player who overcame the odds by 
turning the negative to positive. Sports 3:22 Cronkite News Zach Keenan

5/7/2021 DBacks sportsbook rdr
After Arizona approved the expansion of sports 
betting in the state last month, it didn’t take long 
for the Diamondbacks to get into the game. Sports :39 Phil Latzman

5/20/2021 Suns fans return f

The Valley’s first major professional sports 
franchise returns to the postseason this 
weekend after a decade-long absence. Playoff 
basketball comes to the Phoenix arena as the 
downtown sports shrine waits to add gambling 
to the list of revenue streams. And the baseball 
stadium next door gets set to end pandemic 
limits for attendance. Sports 4:15 Matthew Casey



5/24/2021 Suns win playoff debut dp

In their first playoff game in 11 years and with 
11-thousand fans in the stands, the Suns go up 
1-nothing on the Lakers in their first round NBA 
playoff series, 99 to 90 the final yesterday in 
Phoenix. Sports :09 Phil Latzman

5/25/2021 Suns G2 c/c

The Suns try to go up 2 games to none on the 
Lakers as their first round best-of-7 series 
resumes in Phoenix tonight. 

11-thousand fans cheered on the Suns game 1 
win over the defending NBA champs on Sunday 
and head coach Monty Williams says it helped. Sports :14 Phil Latzman

5/26/2021 SunsLoseG2 dp

The sounds of nearly 12-thousand fans in 
downtown Phoenix last night, but the Suns 
could not beat LA this time.  

Despite coming back from 15 down to go ahead 
midway through the final period, Phoenix falls to 
the Lakers 109-102 and their first round series 
is now tied at a game apiece. Sports :13 Phil Latzman

5/31/2021 Next steps sports gambling c/c

In April, Governor Doug Ducey signed new 
compacts with 16 tribal nations to vastly expand 
gambling across the state and legalize betting 
on sports and fantasy leagues.

Sports :16 Jack Johnson

5/10/2021 Weather c/c
Phoenix-area residents should expect 
consistently hot temperatures throughout this 
week as summer weather begins to set in. Weather :12 Vaughan Jones



Date Slug Type Note Topic 1 Duration Producer Producer 2

6/18/2021 West valley shootings c/c

Democratic Senator Mark Kelly and a South Dakota 
senator introduced legislation to stop the Office of 
Management and Budget from dropping the metropolitan 
area designation from 144 U-S cities. The O-M-B wants 
to update the minimum standard population of a metro 
area from 50 thousand to 100 thousand people. That 
could affect four metropolitan areas in Arizona. 
Lawmakers say the downgrade would cause those cities 
to lose federal funding. If approved, it would take effect in 
20-23.

Breaking News :06 Matthew Casey

6/21/2021 Cyclist crash update Folo v
A man in a pickup truck crashed into a group of cyclists 
competing in a community race in Show Low Saturday 
morning.

Breaking News :40 Vaughan Jones

6/22/2021 Bicycle Driver DUI v

An Arizona man accused of plowing his pickup truck into 
a group of bicyclists at a weekend race in Show Low 
appears to have a criminal history of driving while 
intoxicated.

Breaking News :30 Jill Ryan

6/24/2021 hooting spree victims upda v

 Peoria police have identified a 67-year-old man found 
dead in his red pickup truck pulled from a canal after last 
week’s shooting spree in the West Valley. And the list of 
gun-wielding incidents detectives have tied to a 19-year-
old suspect has grown again. 

Breaking News :40 Matthew Casey

6/25/2021 Havasupai leader obit s

Rex Tilousi (ti-LOOSEY), a longtime leader of the 
Havasupai (have-uh-SOO-pie) Tribe who fought to 
protect its resources by lobbying against mining around 
the Grand Canyon and snowmaking at an Arizona ski 
resort has died of natural causes. 

Breaking News :29 Jill Ryan

6/29/2021 Tempe shooting c/c
Phoenix Police arrested a suspect in the fatal shooting of 
a 15-year-old girl Friday night when a bullet entered her 
bedroom window. 

Breaking News :11 Jack Johnson

6/1/2021 Airport mural v A historic mural has been removed from Terminal 2 at 
Phoenix Sky Harbor Airport. Business :40 Christina Estes

6/2/2021 Regional housing market w

Based on data from the real estate site Redfin and the 
employment platform LinkedIn, analyst Steve Hensley 
says the Valley’s attracting wealthy buyers from out of 
state. And  they’re okay with spending 5-hundred-
thousand dollars. 

Business :44 Christina Estes

6/2/2021 Real water v
A judge has permanently halted a Las Vegas-based 
bottled water brand from being marketed as an 
investigation into possible health risks continues.

Business :35 Jill Ryan

6/3/2021 Arizona gaming update w The Department of Gaming is planning for Arizonans to 
legally begin wagering on sporting events in September. Business :45 Jimmy Jenkins

6/3/2021 Arizona gaming update c/c

Sports fans in Arizona will soon have an opportunity to 
bet on their favorite teams. The Arizona Department of 
Gaming announced plans to offer event wagering online 
and in casinos by September 9, the opening day for the 
NFL.

Business :13 Jimmy Jenkins



6/3/2021 Grand canal project m

For months, residents of a historic Phoenix 
neighborhood have been fighting an out-of-state 
developer over an apartment project. Last night 
(Wednesday) the city council agreed to move forward 
with the project, but with some adjustments.

Business 1:11 Christina Estes

6/3/2021 Social equity cannabis f

Some Arizonans who bore an unequal weight of 
cannabis-prohibition laws will get state licenses to sell 
marijuana. So wrote the authors of Proposition 207 by 
creating a “social equity ownership program.” This week 
the state health department released final rules about 
who qualifies to pursue a license worth millions of 
dollars. 

Business 4:21 Matthew Casey

6/4/2021 Home sales realtor c/c

Home prices in the Phoenix area are gangbusters right 
now. Bidding wars, rising prices, and waived appraisals 
are all making the local home-buying and selling 
experience feel like a carnival ride.

Business :10 Matthew Casey

6/4/2021 Grigg on AZ manufacturing c/c

Arizona is among five mainly southwestern states 
enjoying a manufacturing boom. Associated industries in 
this region sparked about one-third of U-S job growth in 
recent years. Allison Grigg is executive director of the 
Arizona Manufacturers Council. 

Business :06 Matthew Casey

6/4/2021 TSA travel c/c

Airline cabins are filling up again as vaccination rates 
climb. But the influx of travelers is bringing more security 
issues, which the TSA addressed Thursday at Sky 
Harbor Airport.

Business :13 Jack Johnson

6/7/2021 Construction Delays w

According to a new data analysis, construction firms are 
reporting difficulty finding workers while the costs of 
materials steadily increases. As KJZZ’s Jimmy Jenkins 
reports, the combination of factors is causing significant 
delays in the residential construction market.

Business :45 Jimmy Jenkins

6/8/2021 License plates v Supply chain issues have temporarily halted license plate 
production in Arizona. Business :35 Jimmy Jenkins

6/9/2021 Southern AZ economy c/c
A Southern Arizona economic development group has 
put out a new plan for post-pandemic recovery in that 
portion of the state.

Business :14 Tom Maxedon

6/9/2021 AZ restaurant unemploymen m

Restaurants that survived the pandemic are returning to 
their regular levels of dining capacity. What isn’t 
returning to normal are their employment numbers. As 
KJZZ’s Jack Johnson reports, a reason for the 
discrepancy might be unemployment benefits. 

Business 1:09 Jack Johnson

6/9/2021 Phx fed funds w
Phoenix’s Economic Development Director says a new 
‘boots on the ground’ effort will help small businesses 
hurt by the pandemic.

Business :49 Christina Estes

6/10/2021 D Habitat for Humanity hous c/c

A 3-D printer is building all of the external and internal 
walls for a home built on Tempe-owned land that officials 
plan to donate. Officials say walls represent about 70 
percent of the project, which is underway near Broadway 
Road and Hardy Drive. Tempe is seeking solutions to an 
affordable housing shortage and wants to give people 
choices on where to live, says Mayor Corey Woods. 

Business :06 Matthew Casey



6/15/2021 Pimo CO marijuana c/c

Proposition 207 has not only legalized recreational 
marijuana use in Arizona -- it also allows people to have 
some marijuana-related cases expunged from their 
criminal record. 

Business :13 Bradley Roe

6/17/2021 Hacienda settlement c/c

A judge has approved a $15 million dollar lawsuit 
settlement in a case against a doctor who cared for an 
incapacitated woman who gave birth in 20-18. The high-
dollar sum is a step toward closure, says the executive 
director of a disability advocacy group, The Arc of 
Arizona. But Jon Meyers also tells KJZZ’s ‘The Show’ 
that the legal agreement is not a total resolution of the 
case with a victim who had lived in a vegetative state at 
Hacienda Healthcare since childhood. 

Business :07 Matthew Casey

6/22/2021 Flight cancelations v

American Airlines canceled hundreds of flights over the 
weekend. As KJZZ’s Jimmy Jenkins reports, the airline 
says a culmination of factors have impacted its 
operations.

Business :35 Jimmy Jenkins

6/22/2021 Vaccine side effects working c/c A new survey about the coronavirus vaccine says that 
Americans are worried about getting vaccinated because 
they fear missing work if the vaccine makes them sick.

Business :16 Bradley Roe

6/22/2021 Hacienda CEO guilty plea v The former CEO of Hacienda Healthcare has pleaded 
guilty to two counts of fraudulent schemes. Business :35 Jimmy Jenkins

6/24/2021 viction moratorium extensio w

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention last 
September put a nationwide ban on some types of 
evictions in response to the pandemic. But that’s set to 
end next week.

Business :43 Katherine Davis-Young

6/28/2021 PHX Bloomberg challenge c/c
Phoenix is one of 50 cities around the world that will be 
moving into the next round of the 2021 Global Mayors 
Challenge.

Business :11 Tom Maxedon

6/28/2021 Labor unions f

From the White House to Phoenix City Hall, labor unions 
arguably are finding their strongest advocates in years. 
From KJZZ’s Business Desk, Christina Estes reports on 
the impact unions are having on the public and private 
sectors. 

Business 4:40 Christina Estes

6/30/2021 Fake loans sentence v

An Arizona man pled guilty to submitting dozens of false 
applications to get COVID relief funds. As Christina 
Estes reports from KJZZ’s Business Desk, federal 
prosecutors say he collected 4 million dollars before he 
was caught.

Business :36 Christina Estes

6/30/2021 Retail update w

Arizona Legislature is winding down but must pass a 
budget before adjourning. Republican members are 
trying to resurrect so-called zombie bills, while the 
Democrats try to kill them for good. 

Business :48 Christina Estes

6/2/2021 Phoenix pride w

Phoenix Mayor Kate Gallego kicked off the observances 
by issuing a proclamation on Tuesday recognizing Pride 
Month and raising the LGBTQ Pride and Transgender 
Pride flags at City Hall.

Culture :45 Jimmy Jenkins



6/10/2021 Phoenix arts grants w Over the next year, Phoenix plans to spend 5 million 
dollars to help the arts community hurt by the pandemic. Culture :43 Christina Estes

6/10/2021 Phoenix arts grants c/c

Phoenix’s arts and culture community will get more 
financial relief this year. The city council agreed to 
provide nearly 3 million dollars in grants to nonprofits hurt 
by the pandemic.

Culture ;14 Christina Estes

6/21/2021 na Film festival winner/Mac w
In 1936 Harlem, an all-Black cast produced an 
adaptation of Shakespeare’s 'Macbeth' commonly 
referred to as “Voodoo Macbeth.”

Culture :42 Tom Maxedon

6/28/2021 Phoenix public art w

Phoenix will spend more than 12 million dollars over the 
next five years on public art. As Christina Estes reports 
from KJZZ’s Business Desk, the plan includes 40 
projects.

Culture :41 Christina Estes

6/28/2021 Phoenix public art c/c Over the next five years, Phoenix will spend more than 
12 million dollars on public art.. Mayor Kate Gallego says 
the program includes 40 continuing and new projects. 

Culture :14 Christina Estes

6/1/2021 Experience Corps w

What if you could provide young children who need help 
reading with a free tutor? That’s what the City of Tempe 
did with its AARP Foundation Experience Corps 
partnership. Nearly 90 elementary school students got 
much-needed support this year thanks to the program. 
KJZZ’s Kathy Ritchie talked to one of the volunteers.

Education :49 Kathy Ritchie

6/1/2021 Chandler ISEF winner c/c

High school junior Ella Wang [WAYng] of BASIS Charter 
School in Chandler has won a $5,000 top prize at the 
Regeneron International Science and Engineering Fair. 
Her HemaVision [HEEM-uh-vizh-un] combines a $7.00 
3D-printed cell phone attachment and a web app to 
detect and identify sickle cell disease with 98% accuracy.

Education :14 Nick Gerbis

6/1/2021 Prop 208 flat tax f

In November, Arizona voters approved a tax increase on 
the state’s wealthiest residents to raise more money for 
public schools. But Republican leaders are now trying to 
implement a flat-tax proposal that would dramatically 
reduce what the state’s top earners pay.

Education 4:27 Rocio Hernandez

Ben Giles

6/7/2021 ALL in Ed investments w

The Arizona for Latino Leaders in Education, or ALL in 
Education nonprofit, is receiving $2.9 million to fund and 
expand its programs that aim to develop a pipeline of 
new educators and school leaders.

Education :49 Rocio Hernandez

6/7/2021 USDA water grant w

The University of Arizona and the Navajo Nation’s Diné 
(duh-NAY) College were awarded a $500,000 federal 
grant for training and research on water scarcity and 
challenges on the reservation.

Education :51 Rocio Hernandez

6/10/2021 SU Professor communicatio c/c
With Covid-19 cases falling and vaccinations rising, 
businesses and schools will have to re-adjust to in-
person gatherings. 

Education :14 Bradley Roe

6/14/2021 Virtual instruction m

This week the Biden administration announced more 
details about how it will use what remains of about $15 
billion originally earmarked for former President Trump’s 
border wall.

Education 1:06 Rocio Hernandez



6/14/2021 Virtual instruction c/c

The Cartwright and Litchfield elementary school districts 
in the West Valley are launching their first virtual schools 
so families can continue to have a remote learning option 
even after the pandemic is over. 

Education :10 Rocio Hernandez

6/16/2021 Crow CV vax requirement w

ASU says students who don ’t get vaccinated for COVID-
19 will still need to wear masks and participate in health 
checks next semester. But Governor Doug Ducey is 
using his power to block the policy.

Education :50 Katherine Davis-Young

6/16/2021 Education tax v

A judge has thrown out several legal challenges to a new 
voter approved tax on high-earning Arizonans. KJZZ’s Jill 
Ryan reports that leaves just one more challenge in trial 
court, and a determination by the Arizona Supreme Court 
on the measure’s constitutionality.

Education :35 Jill Ryan

6/16/2021 aradise valley hybrid learnin c/c
As students prepare to head back into the classroom this 
fall, school districts are discovering virtual learning is still 
in demand.

Education :12 Jack Johnson

6/22/2021 AEA budget presser m The state’s largest teachers union, the Arizona Education 
Association, held a press conference today (Monday) to 
protest a proposed state budget and flat income tax

Education 1:09 Rocio Hernandez

6/22/2021 Higher Ed enrollment drop c/c
About 600,000 fewer students are attending universities 
and colleges this year. That’s according to the National 
Student Clearinghouse Research Center.

Education :13 Bradley Roe

6/22/2021 aaland school announceme s

Secretary of the Interior Deb Haaland will announce 
today steps the department will take to reconcile the 
country’s legacy of federal boarding school policies. 
Under policies that lasted for over 150 years, hundreds 
of thousands of Indigenous children were taken from 
their communities and forced into boarding schools that 
focused on assimilation. Fifty one boarding schools were 
located in Arizona, the second highest number in the 
country. Three that board students were still open in 
2020.

Education :28 Katherine Sypher

6/23/2021 Boarding schools initiative w

During a press conference today (Tuesday) hosted by 
the National Congress of American Indians, Secretary of 
the Interior Deb Haaland [HA-lend] announced a new 
initiative to investigate the troubled legacy of federal 
boarding school policies.

Education :49 Rocio Hernandez

6/23/2021 onal Civics Education Road c/c

After the four years of the Trump administration reached 
its zenith with the attack on the Capitol Building on 
January 6th, a wave of momentum to reach common 
ground on how and when to teach civics drove many 
American educators into action. 

Education :14 Jack Johnson



6/24/2021 Higher ed budget bill c/c

The Arizona Senate has passed a budget bill for higher 
education. The bill includes an amendment by Senate 
President Karen Fann that prohibits public universities 
and community colleges from requiring students to 
obtain or show proof of a COVID-19 vaccination. It also 
bans them from placing conditions on students who 
refuse to get vaccinated or disclose their vaccination 
status in order to attend classes or participate in 
activities. This is similar to a previous executive order by 
Governor Doug Ducey. 

Education :16 Rocio Hernandez

6/24/2021 K-12 education bill m

The Arizona Senate has passed a budget bill on K 
through 12 education. It included a 200-page 
amendment that lawmakers received right before they 
headed to the floor for discussion and vote.

Education 1:09 Rocio Hernandez

6/28/2021 Humble K-12 masks c/c Part of the Arizona State Senate’s amendments to the 
recently passed budget include preventing K-12 school 
boards from requiring Covid-19 vaccinations and masks.

Education :08 Vaughan Jones

6/2/2021 First heat death c/c
As temperatures rise, Maricopa County recommends 
that Valley residents check up on elderly friends and 
relatives.

Environment :06 Ron Dungan

6/7/2021 Fuel reduction w

The Arizona Department of Forestry and Fire 
Management has begun a thinning project near Apache 
Junction that should last through the month. KJZZ’s Ron 
Dungan reports.

Environment :41 Ron Dungan

6/7/2021 GFD Fall Hunting App Dead v The deadline to submit fall hunting applications in 
Arizona is fast approaching. Environment :36 Tom Maxedon

6/7/2021 Recycling fire update s

A massive fire that broke out Saturday in a Phoenix 
recycling plant prompted the largest response in the city 
fire department’s history but now is under control. Crews 
are still on the scene taking out hotspots, and one 
firefighter suffered an injury that required hospitalization. 
Several businesses were destroyed, and the cause of 
the fire is under investigation.

Environment :24 Jill Ryan

6/7/2021 FiresUp/C/Scott c/c Two fires east of the Valley are growing in size and 
forcing more evacuations. Environment :11 Phil Latzman

6/8/2021 Wildfires w

Homes in the Miami area have been evacuated due to 
the Telegraph Fire east of Phoenix. As KJZZ’s Ron 
Dungan reports, two fires burning in the desert south of 
the Miami-Globe area have consumed more than 100 
thousand acres.

Environment :44 Ron Dungan

6/8/2021 Air quality monitoring w

Despite triggering the largest response ever by the 
Phoenix Fire Department, a massive fire at a west-side 
recycling yard did not produce dangerous air quality 
conditions for Valley residents.

Environment :47 Jimmy Jenkins

6/8/2021 Border wall Quito w

The National Park Service is getting money from an Ajo 
community organization for a restoration project at 
Quitobaquito (kee-toh-bah-KEE-toh) Springs — the 
ancient desert water source and Indigenous site along 
the border at Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument.

Environment :50 AZPM

Alisa Resnick



6/8/2021 Telegraph fire arboretum c/c
The Telegraph wildfire, burning near Globe and Miami, 
has grown to more than 61 thousand acres as of 
yesterday (Monday).

Environment :12 Jill Ryan

6/8/2021 Gray Wolves Cross Fosterin s
U-S wildlife managers say a record 22 captive-born 
Mexican gray wolf pups have been put into dens in the 
wild to be raised by surrogate packs.

Environment :28 Jill Ryan

6/9/2021 Telegraph Fire Tuesday c/c

The dangerous Telegraph fire has continued to grow in 
size as it burns west of Globe. For firefighters trying to 
contain the blaze, the normal strategy of waiting for the 
nighttime cooling of temperatures is being thwarted by 
abnormal weather conditions in the area. 

Environment :15 Jack Johnson

6/9/2021 Globe pastor wildfires c/c
As substantially-sized wildfires continue to rage in areas 
to the southeast and southwest of Globe, clergy in the 
region are reaching out to their parishioners  

Environment :17 Tom Maxedon

6/9/2021 Wildfires update w A pair of wildfires have grown to more than 136,000 
acres in rugged terrain in the desert east of Phoenix. Environment :37 Ron Dungan

6/9/2021 Tucson water contamination v

Tucson officials say increasing contamination of 
groundwater around Tucson International Airport is 
prompting the city to indefinitely suspend use of a 
treatment plant that draws from nearby wells.

Environment :29 Jill Ryan

6/9/2021 Stage 2 Fire restrictions c/c

The Coconino National Forest, the city of Flagstaff, the 
Sedona Fire District and Yavapai County are among the 
jurisdictions around Arizona moving into stage two fire 
restrictions on Friday.

Environment :09 Jill Ryan

6/10/2021 Fires follow w
Two wildfires burning east of Phoenix have consumed 
about 150,000 acres near Globe and Superior. 
Firefighters remain optimistic, but as KJZZ’s Ron 
Dungan reports, the fires continue to present challenges.

Environment :49 Ron Dungan

6/10/2021 pdate Water Contamination v

Members of Arizona's congressional delegation are 
calling on the U-S Department of Defense to prioritize 
cleanup of underground contamination linked to two 
military installations in Tucson.

Environment :21 Jill Ryan

6/10/2021 Miami mayor fire c/c

The Telegraph Fire continues to burn near Miami and 
Claypool in central Arizona. As of this morning 
(Thursday) the blaze had burned roughly 85,000 acres 
and is only 34% contained

Environment :16 Bradley Roe

6/10/2021 Western drought farmers f

Across the West, drought conditions are the worst 
they’ve been in nearly two decades. The dry weather is 
hitting farmers and ranchers particularly hard, who need 
water for their crops and livestock. But it’s not just their 
bottom line that’s being threatened. The effect of drought 
and climate change on ag workers’ mental health is 
increasingly concerning healthcare providers. A warning 
for listeners, this story discusses suicide and may not be 
suitable for all listeners.

Environment 3:59 KSJD

Lucas Brady Woods

6/11/2021 Fire update v A pair of wildfires east of the Valley have consumed 
more than 158 thousand acres so far.. Environment :26 Ron Dungan



6/11/2021 PFAS cleanup w

Chemicals in groundwater near an Air Force base and 
Air National Guard installation close to Tucson are 
forcing the closure of a water treatment plant. News of 
the shutdown came right before Arizona Senator Mark 
Kelly, who calls the city his hometown, took part in a 
hearing on the same kinds of chemicals.

Environment :47 Matthew Casey

6/11/2021 Grand Canyon fire restrictio v
Due to warm and dry weather conditions and the 
increasing risk of fire, Grand Canyon National Park is 
implementing new fire restrictions.

Environment :26 Jill Ryan

6/11/2021 Lake Mead s
A key reservoir on the Colorado River is shrinking to 
record low levels, prompting concerns throughout the 
drought-stricken U-S West about future water supply.

Environment :27 Jill Ryan

6/14/2021 Phoenix water equity v
Phoenix, Tempe and El Mirage are the only Valley cities 
that still keep water flowing to homes and businesses 
that are behind on their bills. Early in the pandemic, 
nearly every city issued a moratorium on disconnections. 

Environment :36 Christina Estes

6/14/2021 Monsoon scorpions w Monsoon season is coming, and a toxicologist at Banner 
Health says its poison and drug hotline gets a spike in 
scorpion-related calls during the summer storms.

Environment :43 Vaughan Jones

6/14/2021 Hot weather hiking c/c With temperatures well above 110 and nearing 120 this 
week, hiking can be dangerous, and even deadly. Environment :43 Vaughan Jones

6/14/2021 Emergency heat centers w

Last year, Maricopa County saw a record 323 heat-
related deaths. Now, the first 110-degree days of 2021 
have arrived, and excessive-heat warnings are in effect 
throughout central Arizona. Several organizations are 
opening their doors to provide relief from the lethal 
temperatures, including the Salvation Army.

Environment :49 Vaughan Jones

6/14/2021 avasupai tourism postpone c/c

The Havasupai Tribal Council has made the decision to 
continue keeping tourists from visiting the tribe’s 
picturesque land, located at the bottom of the Grand 
Canyon.

Environment :15 Tom Maxedon

6/14/2021 Water scarcity duck pond f Water is so scarce in some Western states that officials 
are forcing landowners to drain their ponds. Environment 4:16 Luke Runyon

6/15/2021 Sinkhole study w

As the drought continues, Arizona may have to rely more 
on groundwater and less on the Colorado River. But as 
KJZZ’s Ron Dungan reports, groundwater pumping may 
have consequences.

Environment :45 Ron Dungan

6/15/2021 Prescribed burning w

Researchers have believed for decades that thinning 
trees can be healthy for the forest. But as KJZZ’s Ron 
Dungan reports, it was unclear how long the benefits of 
those treatments would last.

Environment :40 Ron Dungan

6/15/2021 PFD aiming to mitigate hea c/c
With Arizona summer temperatures expected to reach 
116 degrees this week, residents can seek water at 
indoor locations to escape the punishing heat wave.

Environment :17 Bradley Roe

6/15/2021 Fire special session c/c
The Arizona Legislature will convene in special session 
for three days starting today (Tues), to consider adding 
100 million dollars in funding for fighting wildfires.

Environment :16 Jill Ryan



6/15/2021 Fire Recovery f

The West is steeling itself for what could be a very active 
wildfire season. And at the same time, many places are 
still deep in recovery mode from last year’s record-
breaking fires.

Environment 4:27 Aspen Public Radio

Alex Hager

6/16/2021 Telegraphy Fire Tuesday v

Firefighters say the containment on the Telegraph Fire 
has dropped to 59 percent. As KJZZ’s Ron Dungan 
reports, the fast-moving blaze has burned more than 
148,000 acres as of this morning and has now become 
the six-largest wildfire in Arizona history.

Environment :26 Ron Dungan

6/16/2021 Shade w

Trees can provide relief from the heat during the summer 
months, but ASU researchers say that other forms of 
shade can also be effective. As KJZZ’s Ron Dungan 
reports, the findings can have benefits for city planners 
looking to offset the heat island effect.

Environment :44 Ron Dungan

6/16/2021 ADEQ monsoon c/c
Today marks the official start of the monsoon season, 
but there may not be any rain in sight to break up the 
record heat and smoke-filled skies in the Valley.

Environment :11 Tom Maxedon

6/17/2021 Telegraph Fire Wednesday w

The Telegraph Fire has burned more than 148 thousand 
acres and has pushed east into the Mescal Fire (mi-
SCAL). A week or two ago that would have been cause 
for concern, but as KJZZ’s Ron Dungan reports, that’s 
good news for firefighters.

Environment :44 Ron Dungan

6/18/2021 Aravaipa Klondyke evations w

Firefighters have made progress in the Telegraph Fire, 
with 72 percent containment after having burned more 
than 176-thousand acres. But as KJZZ’s Ron Dungan 
reports, the nearby Pinnacle Fire has burned more than 
26 thousand acres, is just 10 percent contained and has 
forced evacuations in nearby communities.

Environment :48 Ron Dungan

6/18/2021 Bowers on wildfire funding c/c

As wildfires continue to burn across the state, lawmakers 
are discussing bills that would put nearly $100 million 
toward suppression efforts and helping communities deal 
with the aftermath.

Environment :13 Jimmy Jenkins

6/18/2021 Phoenix shade c/c
Phoenix adopted a tree and shade master plan more 
than a decade ago but city officials acknowledge it’s 
fallen short in many ways.

Environment :14 Jack Johnson

6/18/2021 US Forest Service aid c/c

Senator Mark Kelly questioned U. S. Forest Service 
Chief Vicki Christiansen about the federal response to 
wildfires raging across Arizona at an Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee hearing in Washington DC on 
Thursday.

Environment :11 Jimmy Jenkins

6/18/2021 TEP energy c/c

Arizona is experiencing recording breaking heat this 
week with an excessive heat warning in effect until 
Sunday. With highs expected in Phoenix today (Fri) of 
117 and in Tucson of 113….Tucson Electric Power is 
asking customers to help conserve energy.

Environment :09 Jill Ryan

6/21/2021 Wildfire naming Q&AZ w

During this wildfire season, Arizona has seen the likes of 
the Boggy Creek Fire, the Backbone Fire, and the 
Shamrock Fire. Through our Q&AZ Project, a listener 
asked: How do these new fires get their names?

Environment :35 Vaughan Jones



6/21/2021 elegraph Fire Sunday Upda w
The Telegraph Fire near Globe has grown to almost 180 
thousand acres, and its containment percentage has 
lowered to 67% since the start of the weekend.

Environment :40 Vaughan Jones

6/21/2021 PHX WX record-breaker c/c
A high pressure system that has been baking the Valley 
for days is responsible for setting a new high 
temperature record in Phoenix.

Environment :09 Tom Maxedon

6/22/2021 Rafael Fire w
There are more than 20 wildfires burning in Arizona. As 
KJZZ’s Jimmy Jenkins reports, the Raphael Fire is 
threatening to displace residents of Coconino County.

Environment :50 Jimmy Jenkins

6/22/2021 National Forest Closures w  In response to active wildfires and dry conditions, the 
U.S. Forest Service announced the Coconino and 
Kaibab National Forests will be closed starting this week.

Environment :42 Jimmy Jenkins

6/22/2021 National Forest Closures c/c
The U.S. Forest announced it will close the Coconino 
and Kaibab forests in their entirety starting Wednesday 
at 8am.

Environment :07 Jimmy Jenkins

6/23/2021 Celeste on Backbone Fire c/c

The Backbone Fire near Pine and Strawberry continues 
to grow unabated to  nearly 33,000 acres and is zero 
percent contained. More than 440 personnel are fighting 
the lightning-caused fire, which isn’t expected to be 
contained for another three weeks.

Environment :15 Kerry Fehr Snyder

6/23/2021 AZ Wildfires c/c

About 300 thousand acres have burned across Arizona, 
as firefighters battle more than 20 wildfires. There are 
thousands of firefighters and equipment spread north to 
south.

Environment :09 Jill Ryan

6/24/2021 Wildfire weather c/c

Rainfall, precipitation, moisture that’s been mostly 
missing for the past two monsoons is falling today 
[Wednesday] in metro Phoenix where the low 
temperature was 78 degrees.

Environment :10 Matthew Casey

6/24/2021 State land closures c/c
Nearly all the national forests in Arizona are enacting 
broad shutdowns this week as firefighting resources run 
thin and fire danger remains high.

Environment :15 Jill Ryan

6/25/2021  Horton Complex rain w

The Horton Complex Fires near Pinetop have burned 
almost 5,000 acres in and are only 6% contained as of 
today (Thursday). But as KJZZ’s Jack Johnson reports, 
help from the weather may be on the way. 

Environment :44 Jack Johnson

6/25/2021 Evacuation order v
Coconino County has ordered about 90 residents west of 
Flagstaff to evacuate as the Rafael Fire continues to 
grow.

Environment :26 Jack Johnson

6/28/2021 Colorado River w

Colorado River water managers could be pulled back to 
the negotiating table as soon as next year to keep its 
biggest reservoirs from declining further. Luke Runyon 
reports.`

Environment :52 Luke Runyon

6/28/2021 Cooler weather coming c/c Phoenix-area residents will get some relief from record-
breaking heat this week. Environment :14 Vaughan Jones

6/28/2021 ackbone Fire update Sunda c/c

The Backbone Fire has grown to more than 40,000 
acres, and is now 35% contained. The fire started nearly 
two weeks ago, and has forced closures of many 
surrounding forests and trails.

Environment :12 Vaughan Jones



6/28/2021 Horton fire update Sunday w
The Horton Fire in eastern Arizona has grown to over 
11,000 acres, and is 12% contained as of this (Sunday) 
afternoon.

Environment :36 Vaughan Jones

6/29/2021 eenhouse gas lessons learn c/c
Greenhouse gas emissions predictably dropped last year 
as people traveled less during pandemic-related 
lockdowns. But new research is indicating that scientists 
may have underestimated the magnitude of the drop-off. 

Environment :08 Jack Johnson

6/29/2021 Fires Monday w

Crews continue to battle the Rafael Fire, which has 
burned more than 77,000 acres near Prescott. And as 
KJZZ’s Ron Dungan reports, fires are burning throughout 
the state. 

Environment :39 Ron Dungan

6/29/2021 Prisoner Fire Crews Update w Incarcerated people are working to fight wildfires raging 
across the state. KJZZ’s Jimmy Jenkins reports. Environment :42 Jimmy Jenkins

6/29/2021 Town water conservation f

Small towns along Colorado’s Front Range are booming. 
But they often don’t have enough water to serve their 
new residents and businesses. Buying more is 
expensive. As Jodi Peterson reports, some communities 
are finding that it’s cheaper to get water by conserving it 
instead. 

Environment 3:59 KUNC

Jodi Peterson 

6/30/2021 Pumped hydro w
A project to generate electricity in the Little Colorado 
River Basin has raised concerns among conservation 
groups.

Environment :37 Ron Dungan

6/30/2021 Wildfire firefighting c/c

Arizona Legislature is winding down but must pass a 
budget before adjourning. Republican members are 
trying to resurrect so-called zombie bills, while the 
Democrats try to kill them for good. 

Environment :17 Bradley Roe

6/30/2021 Fires Tuesday update v

Crews are wrapping up operations on the Telegraph 
Fire, which burned more than 180,000 acres east of 
Phoenix. And as KJZZ’s Ron Dungan reports, some of 
their work will begin the process of restoring the burnt 
landscape

Environment :31 Ron Dungan

6/2/2021 Landmark settlement v
More than 26,000 Arizonans will receive checks from a 
settlement between the state and Landmark Home 
Warranty

Government :41 Jimmy Jenkins

6/3/2021 Phoenix police settlement v
Phoenix will pay more than 4-hundred thousand dollars 
to a woman who says she was sexually assaulted by a 
police officer.

Government :29 Christina Estes

6/3/2021 Judge Arpaio Successor v

A federal judge is scheduled to hear arguments today 
(Thurs) over whether Maricopa County Sheriff Paul 
Penzone, like his predecessor Joe Arpaio, should face a 
contempt of court hearing in a longstanding racial 
profiling case. 

Government :36 Jill Ryan

6/3/2021 Back to work aid s

Last month, Governor Ducey said bonuses would go to 
residents who stopped receiving unemployment benefits, 
returned to work by September and kept their jobs for at 
least 10 weeks.

Government :31 Jill Ryan



6/4/2021 as chamber for AZ executio v

Reporting from The Guardian has revealed Arizona is 
refurbishing its gas chamber as the state prepares to 
resume executions for the first time in seven years. As 
KJZZ’s Jimmy Jenkins reports, Arizona put executions 
on hold in 2014 after the botched execution of Joseph 
Wood, a process that required 15 doses of a lethal 
injection cocktail over the course of two hours.

Government :34 Jimmy Jenkins

6/4/2021 Scottsdale Civic Center w

Scottsdale plans to spend more than 27 million dollars to 
improve its civic center. As Christina Estes reports from 
KJZZ’s Business Desk, the design is meant to attract 
events and tourists while providing residents with a daily 
destination.

Government :50 Christina Estes

6/4/2021 Cross border vaccine plan w

A growing number of Arizona officials are calling for the 
state’s COVID-19 vaccine stockpile to be sent to 
neighboring Sonora, Mexico. From the Fronteras Desk in 
Tucson, KJZZ’s Michel Marizco reports. Government :48 Michel Marizco

6/4/2021 Expungement website c/c

Provisions of the Smart and Safe Arizona Act that could 
impact tens of thousands of Arizona residents will take 
effect this summer. In addition to legalizing recreational 
marijuana use, the voter-approved ballot initiative 
provides a path to expunging court records related to 
certain marijuana offenses.

Government :12 Jimmy Jenkins

6/4/2021 AG suing sheriff v

The Arizona Attorney General is suing former Santa Cruz 
County Sheriff Tony Estrada and a former top aide to 
recover nearly 200 thousand dollars they allege the pair 
allowed to be illegally paid to sheriff’s deputies for extra 
duties.

Government :35 Jill Ryan

6/7/2021 PHX Council Solar w

The Phoenix City Council is trying to make it cheaper 
and easier for residents to install solar panels on their 
homes. Mayor Kate Gallego says a recently approved 
measure maximizes the number of roof panels allowed.

Government :37 Matthew Casey

6/9/2021 Prison deaths report w

A new analysis of data from the Bureau of Justice 
Statistics shows unnatural deaths in state prisons are 
increasing while the total state prison population has 
remained relatively steady. KJZZ’s Jimmy Jenkins 
reports.

Government :45 Jimmy Jenkins

6/9/2021 Prison deaths report c/c The nonpartisan advocacy group Prison Policy Initiative 
recently reviewed nationwide state prison mortality data 
from the Bureau of Justice Statistics from 2001 to 2018.

Government :09 Jimmy Jenkins

6/11/2021 Private prison spending f

Arizona is planning to spend millions of dollars on private 
prisons in the next fiscal year, despite rising costs. As 
KJZZ’s Jimmy Jenkins reports, the Department of 
Corrections' budget proposal assumes new private 
prison beds will cost more than the average amount for 
public facilities.

Government 4:46 Jimmy Jenkins



6/14/2021 Celebration of freedom w

For the second year in a row, Mesa and some other 
Valley cities are holding their Independence Day 
fireworks celebration drive-through style. KJZZ’s Jack 
Johnson has more. Government :40 Jack Johnson

6/14/2021 ADOT fee/Ducey v

An Arizona vehicle registration fee is facing controversy. 
The Arizona Department of Transportation and at least 
one lawmaker disagree as to when the fee is supposed 
to come to an end.

Government :39 Jill Ryan

6/15/2021 vapai recorder/sheriff warn w
With Arizona summer temperatures expected to reach 
116 degrees this week, residents can seek water at 
indoor locations to escape the punishing heat wave.

Government :47 Jimmy Jenkins

6/16/2021 APS record usage w
Mexican officials are hoping to get the United States to 
loosen restrictions along the border, and vaccines will be 
key in that effort. From the Fronteras Desk in Hermosillo 
(air-mo-SEE-yo), KJZZ’s Murphy Woodhouse reports.

Government :34 Jimmy Jenkins

6/16/2021 Mesa data center v

Trees can provide relief from the heat during the summer 
months, but ASU researchers say that other forms of 
shade can also be effective. As KJZZ’s Ron Dungan 
reports, the findings can have benefits for city planners 
looking to offset the heat island effect.

Government :31 Christina Estes

6/17/2021 Former Kmart bujilding w
 Phoenix is moving forward with plans to turn a former 
Kmart store into a center that offers education and 
workforce training.

Government :51 Christina Estes

6/17/2021 Don Bolles Signs m A hotel in central Phoenix will honor an Arizona Republic 
reporter killed by a car bomb 45 years ago. From KJZZ’s 
Downtown Bureau, Christina Estes reports.

Government 1:04 Christina Estes

6/17/2021 Metro designation s

Democratic Senator Mark Kelly and a South Dakota 
senator introduced legislation to stop the Office of 
Management and Budget from dropping the metropolitan 
area designation from 144 U-S cities. The O-M-B wants 
to update the minimum standard population of a metro 
area from 50 thousand to 100 thousand people. That 
could affect four metropolitan areas in Arizona. 
Lawmakers say the downgrade would cause those cities 
to lose federal funding. If approved, it would take effect in 
20-23.

Government :32 Jill Ryan

6/18/2021 Juneteenth holiday v

Today (on Thursday), President Biden signed a bill 
making Juneteenth the first new federal holiday since 
1983. What changes will that bring for Arizonans? 
KJZZ's Jack Johnson has more. Government :37 Jack Johnson

6/18/2021 Phoenix mask requirement v

Senator Mark Kelly questioned U. S. Forest Service 
Chief Vicki Christiansen about the federal response to 
wildfires raging across Arizona at an Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee hearing in Washington DC on 
Thursday.

Government :34 Christina Estes



6/21/2021 Scottsdale public meetings w After more than a year, Scottsdale will resume in-person 
city council meetings tomorrow (Tuesday) Government :41 Christina Estes

6/21/2021 Chandler veterans event v Chandler is partnering with a non-profit to host a free 
health event for veterans this Friday. Government :36 Christina Estes

6/21/2021 Improving Quits Rate c/c

The national quits rate, or the rate at which employed 
people leave their job for a variety of reasons, has 
increased as more businesses return to a pre-pandemic 
state.

Government :13 Vaughan Jones

6/24/2021 Death penalty drugs w Arizona is backtracking on what it says is the expiration 
date for its death penalty drugs Government :47 Jimmy Jenkins

6/24/2021 Phoenix bus service v
For 15 months, bus riders in Phoenix have been 
boarding in the back where there is no system to collect 
fares.

Government :32 Christina Estes

6/25/2021 Federal land payment v

The Department of Interior says it’s giving Arizona 
roughly $40 million dollars to offset the tax revenue local 
governments can’t make from federal land located there. 
The amount is slightly more than what was sent to the 
state’s 15 counties last year. 

Government :42 Matthew Casey

6/25/2021 Wells  Fargo building v

911 operators for Phoenix Police could soon have a new 
home. As Christina Estes reports from KJZZ’s Downtown 
Bureau, the city plans to buy the Wells Fargo Plaza 
located just east of City Hall.

Government :32 Christina Estes

6/28/2021 Tempe streetcar testing v
As Tempe Streetcar testing begins today (Monday), 
residents should expect to see the vehicles out on the 
tracks in the coming days and weeks.

Government :36 Vaughan Jones

6/1/2021 AZ vaccine numbers v

Arizona is on par with the national average for adults 
who’ve received at least one dose of a COVID-19 
vaccine. As KJZZ’s Christina Estes reports, the state’s 
numbers are slightly lower when it comes to those 
unsure or opposed to getting vaccinated.

Health :39 Christina Estes

6/1/2021 Mobile units update v The Federal Emergency Management Agency is 
dispatching mobile units to places around the country 
that lack pharmacies, clinics and other vaccination sites.

Health :32 Jill Ryan

6/2/2021 Low COVID numbers v

Arizona reported just four new positive COVID-19 cases 
today (Tuesday). It’s been nearly a year since the state 
has had a COVID case report in the single digits. KJZZ’s 
Katherine Davis-Young explains what the number 
means.

Health :43 Katherine Davis-Young

6/2/2021 Christ vax update c/c

Arizona rate of vaccination for COVID-19 remains below 
the national average. More than 50 percent of Americans 
have had a shot. Among Arizonans, it’s under 47 
percent. State health department director, Dr. Cara 
Christ, told KJZZ’s “The Show,” Arizona still has work to 
do to combat vaccine hesitancy.

Health :13 Katherine Davis-Young

6/2/2021 Native American support m

As we continue the conversation about how the 
pandemic has impacted caregivers and their ability to 
access support, we meet a Native American woman who 
is taking care of her mother living with dementia.

Health 1:59 Kathy Ritchie



6/3/2021 AL report occupancy c/c

The coronavirus pandemic devastated many long term 
care facilities, including assisted living facilities. Many 
struggled to obtain PPE, maintain adequate staffing and 
provide ongoing testing… a lot has changed in a year. 
Karen Barno is the CEO at Arizona Assisted Living 
Federation of America. Her group represents the 600 or 
so larger assisted-living centers in the state.

Health :12 Kathy Ritchie

6/4/2021 esa mayor vaccine challeng w
President Biden wants 70 percent of American adults to 
have at least one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine by 
Independence Day.

Health 1:10 Katherine Davis-Young

6/4/2021 State vax sites closing v
Demand for COVID-19 vaccines is slowing. Now, 
Arizona’s health department plans to shut down its seven 
mass vaccination sites across the state.

Health :40 Katherine Davis-Young

6/7/2021 AZ vaccines behind c/c Arizona’s vaccination rate still lags behind many states, 
ranked 34th as of Sunday, according to the CDC. Health :11 Jill Ryan

6/7/2021 Alzheimer's classes f

The pandemic has forced everybody to live a more 
isolated life, and that’s been especially difficult for people 
with dementia. Virtual art classes are helping some 
Alzheimer’s patients find a creative outlet, but may also 
be bringing some cognitive benefits.

Health 4:35 Anthony Wallace

6/8/2021 Vax hesitancy c/c
Anyone 12 and older who wants to get a COVID-19 
vaccine in Arizona can get one. But, many people are not 
getting it for various reasons.

Health :16 Tom Maxedon

6/8/2021 COVID vaccine milestone v Today (Monday), the Arizona Department of Health 
Services announced that the state has reached the six 
million mark for COVID-19 vaccine doses administered.

Health :34 Rocio Hernandez

6/8/2021 Santa Cruz vaccination rate w

With fewer than 4 million Arizona residents fully 
vaccinated, the state lags behind President Joe Biden's 
goal of 70% of citizens being protected against the 
coronavirus by July 4th.

Health :47 Bradley Roe

6/9/2021 Pima vaccine incentives w Last week, Pima County began offering incentives to 
entice more individuals to get a COVID-19 vaccine. Health :45 Rocio Hernandez

6/10/2021 COVID vaccine incentives c/c

According to the CDC, Arizona is in the bottom half of 
states, in terms of the number of vaccinated residents 
per 100,000 in population. With other states also 
struggling to reach their vaccination goals, incentives 
have been put in place. 

Health :16 Bradley Roe

6/11/2021 Homeless youth clinic w Phoenix Children’s Hospital is celebrating more than 20 
years of its Homeless Youth Outreach program which 
provides medical and behavioral care to this population. 

Health :45 Rocio Hernandez

6/11/2021 CV CDC vax study v
As states try lures from liquor to lotto tickets to revive 
flagging COVID-19 inoculation rates, evidence for the 
effectiveness of mRNA vaccines continues to mount.

Health :32 Nick Gerbis

6/11/2021 CV J&J expiration v

U.S. health officials today [Thurs 6/10] extended the “use 
by” date for the Johnson & Johnson vaccine by six 
weeks, potentially commuting the sentence of 108,000 
doses statewide due to expire in June.

Health :31 Nick Gerbis



6/11/2021 Burn center c/c
In 2020, the Arizona Burn Center recorded the highest 
number of heat-related burn injuries during the summer 
months since the center began gathering data in 2000. 

Health :13 Jack Johnson

6/16/2021 County Health survey c/c

ASU says students who don ’t get vaccinated for COVID-
19 will still need to wear masks and participate in health 
checks next semester. But Governor Doug Ducey is 
using his power to block the policy.

Health :18 Christina Estes

6/16/2021 Covid death toll c/c

Life is gradually returning to pre-pandemic norms in 
Arizona and across the country. But the U.S. death toll 
from COVID passed 600,000 today (Tuesday). That’s the 
highest total in the world, and a sobering measure of the 
pandemic’s devastation.

Health :16 Jack Johnson

6/16/2021 California reopening vax f

Yesterday (Tuesday) was California’s grand reopening in 
its recovery from the pandemic. But as people took off 
their masks and businesses lifted restrictions, one 
segment of the population felt left behind.

Health 3:16 KPBS

Claire Trageser

6/17/2021 Vaccine hesitancy w

Nearly half of all Arizonans have now had at least one 
dose of a COVID-19 vaccine. But disparities remain 
when it comes to who’s getting the shot. As KJZZ’s 
Katherine Davis-Young reports, a new survey sheds light 
on how race and ethnicity factor into vaccine hesitancy.

Health :44 Katherine Davis-Young

6/17/2021 CV assisted living w

COVID-19 deaths in nursing homes are well studied. But 
less is known about assisted living residents, most of 
whom are over 80 years old and have multiple chronic 
illnesses. A new study provides some clues.

Health :39 Nick Gerbis

6/18/2021 Delta variant w
The CDC says the highly contagious strain of COVID-19 
first spotted in India is now a “variant of concern” in the 
U.S. And as KJZZ’s Katherine Davis-Young reports, the 
variant is becoming more common in Arizona.

Health :50 Katherine Davis-Young

6/18/2021 Delta variant c/c

The highly contagious form of COVID-19 first spotted in 
India is now spreading quickly in the U.S. The CDC now 
calls the Delta strain a “variant of concern.” David 
Engelthaler [ANGLE-thah-lurr] is with TGen...the lab 
sequencing the most COVID test samples in Arizona. He 
says more than 2 percent of recent Arizona infections 
have been caused by the Delta variant.

Health :14 Katherine Davis-Young

6/21/2021 Humble Emergency Powers c/c

Former State Health Director Will Humble says the 
emergency powers allowed to Governor Ducey and 
current State Health Director Cara Christ should be 
ended.

Health :13 Vaughan Jones

6/21/2021 UA Asthma s

Researchers at the University of Arizona will be 
launching a study of how prone Hispanic children are to 
asthma in Tucson compared with their peers on the 
other side of the border in Nogales, Sonora.

Health :30 Jill Ryan

6/21/2021 CV mental health toll f

Experts call mental illness the “fourth wave” of COVID-
19, a tsunami driven by sustained isolation and stress. 
But this wave, like its three physical precursors, is 
engulfing some communities more thoroughly than 
others. 

Health 4:14 Nick Gerbis



6/22/2021 Covid college challenge w

The Navajo Nation’s Diné (dih-NAY) College has joined 
the White House’s COVID College Challenge that’s part 
of President Joe Biden’s effort to reach a 70% 
nationwide vaccination goal by July 4.

Health :47 Rocio Hernandez

6/23/2021 Heat deaths c/c

Arizona’s scorching summer temperatures are here. 
That puts vulnerable populations at risk for heat-related 
illness or death. Maricopa County has confirmed three 
heat-related deaths so far this year and is investigating 
20 more.

Health :13 Katherine Davis-Young

6/25/2021 viction moratorium extende w

The CDC is extending a nationwide ban on some types 
of rental evictions through the end of July. As KJZZ’s 
Katherine Davis-Young reports, the moratorium had 
been set to expire next week.

Health :47 Katherine Davis-Young

6/28/2021 CV vax demos v

Experts say a 70 to 90% vaccination rate is needed for 
herd immunity, especially as more infectious COVID-19 
variants take hold. Yet shots-in-arms are stalling or 
falling off in many states, including Arizona. Now, a new 
CDC survey looks at the groups least likely to move the 
needle. From KJZZ’s Arizona Science Desk, Nicholas 
Gerbis [GUHR-bis] reports.

Health :32 Nick Gerbis

6/29/2021 Delta variant c/c Concerns about the Delta variant of the COVID-19 virus 
are growing. Health :08 Rocio Hernandez

6/29/2021 on health care contract rene v

Despite continued failures to meet court-ordered 
performance benchmarks, the Arizona Department of 
Corrections has renewed its prison health care contract 
with Centurion of Arizona. As KJZZ’s Jimmy Jenkins 
reports, the department pays a medical company to 
facilitate health care in the 10 state-run prisons.

Health :36 Jimmy Jenkins

6/30/2021 Jill Biden preview v

First Lady Jill Biden is visiting Arizona tomorrow/today 
(Wednesday). She and second gentleman Doug Emhoff 
will stop in Phoenix as part of a nationwide tour 
promoting COVID-19 vaccines. KJZZ’s Katherine Davis-
Young reports.

Health :31 Katherine Davis-Young

6/18/2021 Honoring Juneteenth f

June 19th is now a federal holiday, as President Joe 
Biden Thursday signed legislation recognizing 
“Juneteenth” as the end of slavery in America.

KJZZ’s Tom Maxedon explores further how the date 
exemplifies a celebration of the closing of an uniquely 
horrific chapter in American history.

History 4:18 Tom Maxedon

6/2/2021  Biden ends MPP w

A memo released Tuesday by the US Department of 
Homeland Security has officially ended the Migrant 
Protection Protocols, or MPP — a Trump administration 
policy that forced tens of thousands of asylum seekers to 
await their U.S. immigration hearings in Mexican border 
towns. Alisa Reznick has more.

Immigration :50 AZPM

Alisa Resnick



6/8/2021 Harris Mexico visit w

Vice President Kamala (COMM-i-luh) Harris is traveling 
to Mexico City tonight (arriving MONDAY - leaving 
Mexico City on Tuesday), after a trip to Guatemala. Her 
agenda is expected to focus on immigration, but there 
are many issues at stake between both nations.

Immigration :41 Rodrigo Cervantes

6/10/2021 Border wall remediation w

Environmental and humanitarian groups are calling on 
Congress to provide funding in next year’s budget to 
restore lands along the U.S. Mexico border and to 
remove sections of the border wall put in place under 
former President Trump.

Immigration :46 Michel Marizco

6/10/2021 Border reopening plan w
Mexico’s foreign minister announced Wednesday that 
travel restrictions at the U.S.-Mexico border could begin 
gradually easing in the coming weeks.

Immigration :45 Kendal Blust

6/14/2021 Border wall remediation w

This week the Biden administration announced more 
details about how it will use what remains of about $15 
billion originally earmarked for former President Trump’s 
border wall.

Immigration :51 AZPM

Alisa Resnick

6/16/2021 DACA anniversary w

The Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program, or 
DACA, turned nine years old today [Tuesday]. The 
Obama-era program gives some undocumented people 
brought to the U.S. as children protection from deportion 
and a work permit. But as Alisa Reznick reports, 
recipients say although DACA was a lifeline, it has not 
been the permanent solution they need.

Immigration :50 AZPM

Alisa Resnick

6/17/2021 Ducey Border visit v

Governor Ducey visited Nogales, Arizona, today 
(Wednesday) to highlight a year of prosperity between 
the state and its largest trading partner, Mexico. From 
the Fronteras Desk in Tucson, KJZZ’s Michel Marizco 
reports.

Immigration :45 Michel Marizco

6/18/2021 Border vaccinations w
Mexico has started vaccinating adults 18 and older in 
cities along the U.S.-Mexico border. It’s part of an effort 
to move ahead with plans to lift border travel restrictions 
implemented last March amid the pandemic.

Immigration :45 Kendal Blust

6/21/2021 Asylum hotels w

Immigration and Customs Enforcement is opening up 
hotel space to host asylum-seeking families in the Yuma 
area. As Alisa Reznick reports, it’s one of a handful of 
emergency shelters ICE has opened through a federal 
contract with the nonprofit Family Endeavors.

Immigration :49 AZPM

Alisa Reznick

6/22/2021 Border Wall report m

A report out this month from the Government 
Accountability Office finds the Army Corps of Engineers’ 
contract-awarding process allowed for accelerated 
construction of former President Donald Trump’s border 
wall. 

Immigration 1:08 AZPM

Alisa Reznick

6/24/2021 Border Policing w Weeks ago, Governor Ducey and Texas Governor Greg 
Abbott called on the country’s other 48 governors to 
send police officers to patrol the U.S. Mexico border. 

Immigration :49 Michel Marizco



6/24/2021 VP Visits Border w
Vice president Kamala Harris announced Wednesday 
she’ll be visiting a city along the U.S. mexico border this 
week.

Immigration :50 Michel Marizco

6/25/2021 Asylum Entry Expansion/MP w

Asylum seekers whose cases didn’t make it to court 
under the Trump administration’s Migrant Protection 
Protocols, or MPP, may soon have the chance to try 
again.

Immigration :47 AZPM

Alisa Reznick

6/28/2021 unger strike in ICE detentio m

A new report by Physicians for Human Rights and the 
ACLU alleges hunger strikers in Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement facilities were subject to 
involuntary medical procedures including force feeding. 
As Alisa Reznick explains, the report uses more than ten 
thousand pages of emails, court filings and other records 
obtained through the Freedom of Information Act.

Immigration 1:09 AZPM

Alisa Reznick

6/30/2021 COTUS migrant bond hearin w

A U.S. Supreme Court ruling Tuesday allows the 
government to detain some immigrants indefinitely. As 
Alisa Reznick reports, the case applies to immigrants 
who have already received one deportation order in the 
U.S.

Immigration :49 AZPM

Alisa Reznick

6/1/2021 rity concerns Mexico candid w

A citizens group in Mexico focused on security says it’s 
disappointed by the tepid response to a survey 
assessing the security proposals of candidates for 
Sonoran governor and mayor of two major cities.

International :47 Kendal Blust

6/1/2021 Sonora ranchers w In the absence of federal assistance, Sonora is trying to 
help the state’s ranchers survive the historic drought.

International :42 Murphy Woodhouse

6/1/2021 Archaeology repatriation f

As part of its historic celebrations, Mexico has been 
actively working on the repatriation of archaeological 
objects; some of them from the U.S. Other nations and 
Native American communities have engaged in similar 
efforts. Is this a righteous search for historic justice or a 
crusade to strengthen nationalistic views?

International 4:02 Rodrigo Cervantes

6/1/2021 officials warn of COVID thi v
Afghan officials have warned that a third wave of 
coronavirus infections is about to sweep through the 
country.

International :33 BBC
Secunder Kermani

6/1/2021 thorities plan to test all of H v

The Vietnamese authorities say they plan to test the 
entire population of thirteen million people in Ho Chi Minh 
City, to try to curb rising numbers of coronavirus 
infections there. At a maximum rate of one hundred 
thousand tests a day, this would take four months.

International :27 BBC

Jonathan Head

6/1/2021 ncerns could slow easing of v

There are growing doubts that Britain will be able to ease 
its lockdown restrictions in late June after several leading 
scientists warned that the UK is in the early stages of a 
third wave of Covid infections. The BBC’s Nick Eardley 
reports from London:

International :35 BBC

Nick Eardley

6/2/2021 Mexico Elections Violence w
Mexico’s elections are still several days away, but by one 
measure at least, political violence has already exceeded 
what was seen three years ago.

International :41 Murphy Woodhouse



6/2/2021 t urges cultivating a lovable v

President Xi Jinping (Shee-zhin-ping) has urged Chinese 
officials to cultivate a 'trustworthy, lovable and 
respectable' image for the country; in a sign Beijing is 
rethinking its diplomatic approach on the international 
stage. Here's The BBC’s Stephen McDonell reporting 
from Beijing.

International :37 BBC

Stephen McDonell

6/3/2021 Missing Yaqui Activist w

An activist and spokesperson for the Yaqui tribe in 
neighboring Sonora, Mexico, has been missing since last 
Thursday. State and federal leaders have promised to 
continue searching for him.

International :44 Kendal Blust

6/3/2021 BTQ coaltion secures back w Members of an LGBTQ coalition in Sonora have secured 
signatures on an inclusive political agenda from dozens 
candidates running for political office this election cycle. 

International :48 Kendal Blust

6/3/2021 el agreement to form new g v

The leader of Israel's main opposition party has told the 
country's president that he can form a coalition 
government. If the deal wins support in parliament it will 
end Israel's political stalemate and remove the prime 
minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, from office. It follows 
days of frenetic negotiations.

International :35 BBC

Yolande Knell

6/3/2021 Japan Olympics will happen v

The President of Tokyo 20-20 has told the BBC she is 
one hundred percent certain the Olympics will go ahead 
next month. But Seiko Hashimoto said organizers must 
be prepared to ban all fans if the coronavirus situation 
worsens in the Japanese capital.

International :33 BBC

Rupert Wingfield-Haye

6/3/2021 NICEF and sharing vaccine v

The United Nations children agency, UNICEF, is urging 
the world's richest countries to donate a fifth of their 
Covid vaccines to eighteen African nations who are 
running out of supplies. Vaccine manufacturers have 
been unable to keep up with demand

International :36 BBC

Tulip Mazumdar

6/4/2021 Migrant vote Mexico f

Mexico will hold midterm elections on Sunday. They’re 
expected to be the largest ones in its history, and in 
Mexico City, there will be a vote for a migrant member of 
Congress for the first time.

International 4:03 Rodrigo Cervantes

6/4/2021 ong Pro-democracy activist v

A leading pro-democracy activist, Chow Hang-tung, has 
been arrested by Hong Kong police on the anniversary of 
the Tiananmen Square killings. Chow is vice chairwoman 
of the Hong Kong Alliance which organizes annual vigils 
for victims of Beijing's deadly crackdown on democracy 
protesters.

International :31 BBC

Danny Vincent

6/4/2021 ar talks with General who le v
Two senior officials from the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations are in Myanmar for talks with the general 
who led February's coup

International :37 BBC
Jonathan Head

6/4/2021 ational tax system is a step v
Finance ministers from the EU's four largest economies 
say they are close to establishing a new international tax 
system. 

International :29 BBC
Andrew Walker

6/7/2021 Ford factory v

Ford is once again expanding its operations in 
neighboring Sonora, where it will begin manufacturing a 
small pickup truck at its Hermosillo factory. From the 
Fronteras Desk in the Sonoran capital, KJZZ’s Kendal 
Blust reports.

International :29 Kendal Blust



6/7/2021 Mexico elections v

Preliminary results in Mexico indicate the governing 
Morena (more-AY-na) party will win the mid-term 
elections, but lose its two thirds majority in the lower 
house of Congress. The outcome could complicate the 
president’s ambition to pursue a program of reforms he 
calls the "fourth Transformation".  

International :36 BBC

Will Grant

6/7/2021 rlands - Trial continues on M v

Relatives of those who died in the downing of Malaysia 
Airlines flight MH-17 are preparing to hear painful details 
of the events, as a critical stage of a trial in the 
Netherlands gets under way. Two- hundred- and- ninety- 
eight people were killed when the plane was shot down 
in 20-14 by a missile fired from territory in eastern 
Ukraine held by pro- Russian rebels. Four people are 
being tried in absentia. 

International :33 BBC

Anna Holligan

6/7/2021 and starts mass vaccination v

Thailand is starting the mass vaccination of its 
population, in an attempt to curb a recent third wave of 
Covid-19.

It  hopes to administer nearly seven- million doses of the 
coronavirus vaccine  this month, and a hundred- million 
by the end of the year.

International :35 BBC

Jonathan Head

6/8/2021 Bacanora conservation f

In neighboring Sonora, Mexico, a grassroots group of 
conservation scientists is working to protect agave plants 
- and with it the traditional Sonoran agave distillate 
bacanora.

International 4:36 Kendal Blust

6/8/2021 Harris arrives in Mexico v

Vice- president Kamala Harris has arrived in Mexico on 
the final leg of her visit to the region. The issue of 
undocumented immigration is likely to feature 
prominently in discussions with the Mexican president, 
Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador. 

International :33 BBC

Will Grant

6/8/2021 makes arrests with FBI mess v

Police in Australia say they've made more than two 
hundred arrests in a sophisticated sting operation 
against organised crime. Police were able to monitor 
encrypted communications because the criminal 
underworld was using a messaging app that had secretly 
been developed by the FBI.

International :30 BBC

Shaimaa Khalil

6/8/2021 ustainably in Amazon befo v

Scientists based in Panama say ancient indigenous 
peoples lived sustainably in the Amazon rainforest for at 
least five- thousand years before the arrival of 
Europeans. The researchers from the Smithsonian 
Tropical Research Institute found evidence that the 
forest environment was not significantly altered for 
thousands of years.

International :35 BBC

Victoria Gill

6/9/2021 Morena in Sonora v
Morena (mo-RAY-nuh), the political party of Mexico’s 
president, fared well in Sonora during national elections 
over the weekend. 

International :40 Murphy Woodhouse



6/9/2021 Colombia police overhaul v

The campaign group Human Rights Watch is calling for 
fundamental reform of the Colombian police force, 
accusing it of brutal treatment of anti-government 
protesters.  A new report says that of the sixty- eight 
civilian deaths during recent demonstrations, twenty 
were the result of live ammunition fired by police.

International :31 BBC

Daniel Pardo

6/9/2021 El Salvador and Bitcoin v

El Salvador has adopted Bitcoin as legal tender 
becoming the first country to make it an official national 
currency. The historic move was approved by Congress 
despite the International Monetary Fund expressing 
concerns about the potential impact on its lending to El 
Salvador. 

International :34 BBC

Elettra Neysmith

6/9/2021 hits back over US economic v
Beijing has hit back at plans by the U-S to spend two 
hundred and fifty billion dollars to counter China's 
growing economic strength.

International :32 BBC
Michael Bristow

6/10/2021 avel warnings Sonora dropp v

The United States has downgraded its travel advisories 
for Mexico, which rose to the highest level during the 
pandemic. It’s among dozens of countries that have seen 
warnings lowered.

International :38 Kendal Blust

6/10/2021 Dengue fever / bacteria v

Final results from a scientific trial in Indonesia to combat 
dengue fever show it can be sharply reduced by an 
experimental technique using bacteria.  The Dengue 
virus infects up to four hundred million people each year 
around the world

International :28 BBC

James Gallagher

6/10/2021 mar / Aung San Suu Kyi ch v

Myanmar's military rulers have charged the civilian 
leader they overthrew, Aung San Suu Kyi, with corruption 
– in relation to a foundation she set up in honor of her 
late mother. Her lawyer called the charge absurd -- and 
said it was being used to undermine her prestige

International :39 BBC

Jonathan Head

6/10/2021 Partial solar eclipse v

A partial solar eclipse will take place across much of the 
northern hemisphere in the coming hours. It's what's 
known as an annular eclipse in which the moon passes 
directly in front of the sun without completely blocking out 
its rays

International :38 BBC

Jonathan Amos

6/11/2021 El Chapo wife w

The wife of Mexico’s most notorious drug kingpin, 
Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman, pleaded guilty in U.S. 
federal court Thursday to helping him run the Sinaloa 
cartel. 

International :48 Kendal Blust

6/11/2021 Hermosillo mayoral recount w

It’s been days since preliminary results showed that the 
mayor in the Sonora capital Hermosillo had likely lost her 
bid for re-election. But she is refusing to accept those 
results until a full recount is complete.

International :48 Kendal Blust

6/11/2021 n Ghana” tree project/enviro v
Five million trees are being planted in Ghana today in an 
attempt to restore the country's forests. In a video 
statement, the country's president asked citizens to help 
preserve the environment by nurturing the saplings. 

International :30 BBC

Thomas Naadi



6/11/2021 7 to donate a million vaccin v

G- seven leaders are expected to promise today (Fri)) to 
give one billion coronavirus vaccines to the world's 
poorest countries as part of a global push to end the 
pandemic. The commitment will be made at a summit in 
Cornwall, England. 

International :39 BBC

James Landale

6/11/2021 Kong bans films / national s v
Hong Kong has said it will ban films that violate the 
national security law, in what will be seen as a blow to 
artistic freedom in the territory

International :30 BBC
Michael Bristow

6/14/2021 NATO Summit v
NATO leaders meet in Brussels today for a summit 
described by its Secretary General as a pivotal moment 
in its 72 year history. 

International :23 BBC
Jenny Hill 

6/14/2021 Ghosen/Nissan v
A former US special forces soldier and his son have told 
a court in Japan they helped the former Nissan boss flee 
the country.

International :28 BBC
Mariko Oi

6/14/2021 England CV v
Prime Minister Boris Johnson is expected to confirm 
today that the final easing of lockdown restrictions in 
England will be postponed. 

International :31 BBC
Ian Watson

6/15/2021 Sonora votes certified w
Sonora’s state electoral institute has certified the results 
of the state’s recent race for governor and a number of 
other offices. From the Fronteras Desk in Hermosillo (air-
mo-SEE-yo), KJZZ’s Murphy Woodhouse reports.

International :41 Murphy Woodhouse

6/15/2021 Sonoran jobs market v

So far this year, job growth in Sonora has been better 
than in most other Mexican states. From the Fronteras 
Desk in Hermosillo (air-mo-SEE-yo), KJZZ’s Murphy 
Woodhouse reports.

International :42 Murphy Woodhouse

6/15/2021 lippine president war on dru v The Philippine president says he will not cooperate with 
an investigation into thousands of deaths. International :30 BBC Howard Johnson 

6/15/2021 Hungarian Parliament v
The Hungarian parliament votes today on a bill which 
would ban what ministers call the promotion of 
homosexuality. 

International :38 BBC
Nick Thorpe

6/15/2021 Britain and Australia v
Britain and Australia have agreed the broad terms of a 
trade agreement during a meeting in London between 
their two prime ministers. 

International :31 BBC
Shaimaa Khalil

6/16/2021 DHS Meet Mexico w
Mexican officials are hoping to get the United States to 
loosen restrictions along the border, and vaccines will be 
key in that effort. From the Fronteras Desk in Hermosillo 
(air-mo-SEE-yo), KJZZ’s Murphy Woodhouse reports.

International :49 Murphy Woodhouse

6/16/2021 Sonora COVID update w

While Covid cases are declining in Arizona and across 
much of the United States, there are worrying signs in 
neighboring Sonora. From the Fronteras Desk in 
Hermosillo (air-mo-SEE-yo), KJZZ’s Murphy Woodhouse 
reports.

International :38 Murphy Woodhouse

6/16/2021 EU report drug dealers v An EU report says the digital innovations drug dealers 
have adopted to get around coronavirus restrictions. International :34 BBC Alison Roberts

6/16/2021 Gaza violence v Violence has broken out in Gaza for the first time since 
Israel and Hamas signed a ceasefire. International :30 BBC Tom Bateman

6/16/2021 North Korea media v North Korean state media say the leader Kim Jong-un 
has admitted the food situation is tense. International :35 BBC Michael Bristow



6/17/2021 oran Gov Elect Meets w AM w

Governor Ducey visited Nogales, Arizona, today 
(Wednesday) to highlight a year of prosperity between 
the state and its largest trading partner, Mexico. From 
the Fronteras Desk in Tucson, KJZZ’s Michel Marizco 
reports.

International :39 Kendal Blust

6/17/2021 o election series: women in f

Mexico’s elections on June 6th were historic for the 
sheer number of open seats to be filled at the federal, 
state and local levels. But after votes were tallied, 
another milestone emerged: a record number of women 
were voted into office this year. It’s one more step in a 
years-long battle for political parity in the country. But as 
KJZZ’s Kendal Blust reports from the Fronteras Desk in 
Hermosillo there’s still a long way to go.

International 4:19 Kendal Blust

6/17/2021 Save the children charity v
The charity Save the Children says more than 700,000 
Rohingya children are facing an increasingly desperate 
situation.

International :32 BBC
Jonathan Head

6/17/2021 China space mission v China has launched its first crewed space mission in 
nearly five years. International :28 BBC Jonathan Amos

6/17/2021 WHO cuts aid budget v The WHO says cuts to the UK's international aid budget 
will leave millions International :41 BBC James Landale

6/18/2021 Mexico elections: Part 2 f
Sonora has elected a new governor, and he has already 
shown an interest in maintaining a strong relationship 
with Arizona, it’s neighbor to the north.

International 4:30 Murphy Woodhouse

6/18/2021 BBC Tokyo Olympics v
Health officials in Japan are at odds with the country's 
politicians over whether to allow spectators at the 
olympics. 

International :34 BBC
Rupert Wingfield-Haye

6/18/2021 Iran Election v Voters in Iran are choosing a new president to succeed 
Hassan Rouhani. International :36 BBC Jeremy Bowen

6/18/2021 New Species Rhino v
A new species of ancient grain rhino - which would have 
been up to ten times heavier than a modern rhino- has 
been discovered in China. 

International :35 BBC
Warren Bull

6/21/2021 Marriage equality update w
A court case in neighboring Sonora, Mexico could soon 
force the state congress to approve a marriage equality 
measure. 

International :46 Murphy Woodhouse

6/21/2021 Ethiopian elections v

Ethiopians are voting today (Mon) in regional and 
parliamentary elections despite worsening ethnic 
tensions along with conflict and hunger in the north.  It'll 
be the first test of the popular vote for the Ethiopian 
prime minister since he took power in twenty- eighteen 
(2018). Nearly a fifth of the constituencies aren't taking 
part in the election because of insecurity and 
irregularities. They include the whole of the Tigray region 
where civil war has prompted a humanitarian crisis.

International :30 BBC

Catherine Byaruhanga

6/21/2021 N Human Rights council me v
The forty-seven member states of the UN Human Rights 
Council are beginning a three-week session in Geneva.  
On the agenda are issues ranging from racism, to the 
situations in Myanmar, Belarus, Venezuela and Syria.

International :39 BBC

Imogen Foulkes



6/21/2021 to announce crowds at Oly v

The government and organizers of the Olympic Games 
in Tokyo announced this morning (Mon) that they'll allow 
thousands of spectators into venues against scientific 
advice. The BBC’s Rupert Wingfield-Hayes reports from 
Tokyo:

International :50 BBC

Rupert Wingfield-Haye

6/22/2021 Hermosillo Water v

The historic drought in neighboring Sonora is threatening 
a major source of water for the capital Hermosillo (air-mo-
SEE-yo). From the Fronteras Desk in that city, KJZZ’s 
Murphy Woodhouse reports.

International :33 Murphy Woodhouse

6/22/2021 mbodia urged to release acti v

Human Rights Watch has urged the Cambodian 
authorities to release three environmental activists 
arrested last week on suspicion of conspiracy and 
insulting the King

International :39 BBC

Ben Lowings

6/22/2021 n partner in peace, but no U v

The Pakistani prime minister, Imran Khan (IMM-rahn 
KAAN), says his country is willing to be a partner for 
peace in Afghanistan with the United States, but will not 
host U-S bases.  He said such a move could result in 
Pakistan being targeted by terrorists

International :36 BBC

Anbarasan Ethirajan

6/22/2021 Great Barrier Reef in dange v

The Australian government has voiced strong opposition 
to a United Nations report which claims it has not done 
enough to protect the Great Barrier Reef from climate 
change. Australia's environment minister says UN 
experts had backflipped on previous assurances by 
planning to list the reef as a World Heritage Site which 
was 'in danger'

International :39 BBC

Shaimaa Khalil

6/23/2021 Yaqui Leader's Body Found w

Sonoran authorities have confirmed the identity of 
recently found remains as those of a Yaqui leader and 
activist. From the Fronteras Desk in Hermosillo (air-mo-
SEE-yo), KJZZ’s Murphy Woodhouse reports

International :42 Murphy Woodhouse

6/23/2021 g Kong first trial under new v

The first person charged under Hong Kong's national 
security law has pleaded not guilty, on the first day of his 
trial in front of three judges. He's accused of driving his 
motorbike into a group of police officers while flying a 
protest flag.

International :20 BBC

Danny Vincent

6/23/2021 Germany hosts peace talks v

Germany and the United Nations are hosting a new 
round of Libyan peace talks in Berlin. Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken will be there.  Representatives of Russia 
and Turkey -- which support opposing sides in Libya's 
conflict -- are both attending the talks

International :40 BBC

Damien McGuinness

6/23/2021 estrictions increase in New v

Health authorities in New Zealand are increasing the 
coronavirus alert level in the capital, Wellington, after a 
visitor from Australia tested positive for COVID-19. 
Social distancing rules will be in place across the city, but 
offices, schools and businesses can remain open. 

International :30 BBC

Shaimaa Khalil

6/24/2021 Sonora restrictions m

Coronavirus cases have been steadily increasing in 
neighboring Sonora, Mexico, for more than a month now. 
Nationwide, numbers also are beginning to tick up. From 
the Fronteras Desk in Hermosillo, KJZZ’s Kendal Blust 
reports.

International 1:07 Kendal Blust



6/24/2021 Canada indigenous graves v

An indigenous group in Canada says it has found 
hundreds of unmarked graves at the site of a former 
residential school in Saskatchewan.  The discovery 
comes just weeks after the remains of over two hundred 
children were found at another residential school in 
British Columbia.

International :37 BBC

Jessica McCallin

6/25/2021 Sonora Schools Demands v

The school year is almost over in neighboring Sonora, 
Mexico. But parents, teachers and students aren’t letting 
up on calls for schools to reopen after more than a year 
of virtual classes. 

International :41 Kendal Blust

6/25/2021 eBaron Massacre Suspect A w

Mexican authorities have arrested a man they say was 
behind an attack that left nine women and children dead 
on a rural road just south of the U.S. border in 2019. 
From the Fronteras Desk in Hermosillo, KJZZ’s Kendal 
Blust reports.

International :48 Kendal Blust

6/25/2021 ecurity chief promoted to te v A security specialist has been promoted to the number 
two position in Hong Kong's government, a move that 
could see a further tightening of freedoms in the territory.

International :32 BBC

Michael Bristow

6/25/2021 celebrates 30 years of inde v

The Balkan nation of Slovenia is marking the thirtieth 
anniversary of its declaration of independence today 
(Fri), a move that saw it secede from Yugoslavia. Its 
declaration was made on the same day as neighboring 
Croatia, but the country managed to avoid the large-
scale fighting that engulfed parts of the region

International :35 BBC

Guy De Launey

6/25/2021 tralia new lockdown over vir v

The authorities in New South Wales in Australia have 
ordered a week- long lockdown for four areas of Sydney, 
as new Covid cases have been detected. People in 
those areas must not leave their home unless absolutely 
necessary.

International :31 BBC

Shaimaa Khalil

6/28/2021 Sonoran cloud seeding v
Conditions permitting, cloud seeding could start as soon 
as next month in the neighboring Mexican state of 
Sonora.

International :33 Murphy Woodhouse

6/28/2021 S airstrikes in Iraq and Syr v

A powerful alliance of paramilitary groups in Iraq has 
vowed revenge in response to US airstrikes overnight.  
The US military said the raids were launched in 
retaliation for drone attacks by militia factions on US 
personnel and facilities in Iraq. 

International :38 BBC

Sebastian Usher

6/28/2021 te/countries meet over grow v

Foreign ministers from more than forty countries are 
meeting in Rome today (mon) to discuss the growing 
threat of the Islamic State group in Africa. While I-S has 
suffered territorial defeat in Syria and Iraq, its influence is 
growing across the African continent.

International :35 BBC

Frank Gardner

6/28/2021 w COVID outbreaks in Austr v

The prime minister of Australia is leading an emergency 
meeting of the country's Covid response committee 
today (Mon) to consider further measures to stop the 
spread of the Delta variant

International :36 BBC

Phil Mercer

6/29/2021 Sonoran daycares v

 Dozens of daycares across neighboring Sonora are set 
to reopen, even as coronavirus cases rise. From the 
Fronteras Desk in Hermosillo (air-mo-SEE-yo), KJZZ’s 
Murphy Woodhouse reports.

International :34 Murphy Woodhouse



6/29/2021 Baja reopening w

Mexico’s president was recently in the state of Baja 
California, and says the recent vaccination push should 
open the door for loosening restrictions for crossing the 
border

International :46 Murphy Woodhouse

6/29/2021 Communist Party centenary v

Chinese president Xi Jinping (SHEE jhin-ping) has urged 
the ruling Communist Party to remain true to its historic 
mission, at a ceremony celebrating its centenary. Xi 
(SHEE) said the Communist Party had written a splendid 
chapter in the history of the Chinese nation, delivering 
national independence and prosperity.

International :31 BBC

Stephen McDonell

6/29/2021 Israel /UAE meeting v

The Israeli Foreign Minister has started a two-day trip to 
the United Arab Emirates. It’s the first official visit by an 
Israeli minister since the two countries ended decades of 
estrangement by establishing diplomatic relations last 
year.

International :27 BBC

Sameer Hashmi

6/29/2021 tralia increases lockdown a v

The Australian state of Queensland has reintroduced 
coronavirus restrictions in a number of regions, after two 
new community- transmitted cases were detected. Perth 
in western Australia has also started a lockdown.

International :32 BBC

Phil Mercer

6/30/2021 Mexico marijuana ruling w

Mexico’s Supreme Court has annulled laws that prohibit 
personal use of marijuana. From the Fronteras Desk in 
Hermosillo (air-mo-SEE-yo), KJZZ’s Murphy Woodhouse 
reports.

International :43 Murphy Woodhouse

6/30/2021 Korea incident after COVID v

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un has referred to a 
"great crisis" related to Covid-19 inside North Korea and 
has punished several officials for an unspecified incident. 
Last week, the North Korean authorities told the World 
Health Organization they had yet to find a single 
confirmed case of coronavirus amongst the country's 
twenty-five million people. The BBC’s Celia Hatton has 
the details:

International :32 BBC

Celia Hatton

6/30/2021 China declared malaria free v
China's seventy-year battle to eliminate malaria has 
culminated with it being declared free of the disease by 
the World Health Organization

International :28 BBC
James Read

6/30/2021 UN Report on global tourism v

A United Nations report has warned that the effect of the 
coronavirus pandemic on the tourism industry is costing 
the global economy trillions of dollars. For developing 
countries that rely on tourism, the economic damage 
could be enormous and long term.

International :30 BBC

Imogen Foulkes

6/1/2021 Budget Fann c/c

Arizona Senate President Karen Fann says Governor 
Ducey’s decision to veto all other bills until he receives a 
budget will only make it harder to pass one. Ducey needs 
every Senate and House Republican to approve any 
spending and tax-cut package.

Politics :08 Matthew Casey

6/1/2021 Budget Bowers c/c

Arizona House Speaker Rusty Bowers says he doesn’t 
think Governor Ducey’s mass veto of 22 bills last week is 
going to help Republican lawmakers pass the budget 
Ducey seeks.

Politics :10 Matthew Casey



6/2/2021 Peoria PD Prop 207 c/c

The Peoria Police Department is receiving about 
$189,000 from a grant from the Governor’s Office of 
Highway Safety from revenue raised by taxes and 
licensing fees from recreational marijuana.  

Politics :12 Rocio Hernandez

6/2/2021 Governor Kari Lake s After working in television news for 22 years, former Fox 
Ten anchor Kari Lake is poised to jump into politics. 

Politics :30 Ben Giles

6/2/2021 Homeless senior update w
On Friday, Governor Ducey vetoed every bill on his desk 
after the GOP-controlled legislature failed to get enough 
votes to pass a budget. One of those bills would have 
allocated funds for a senior homeless shelter.

Politics :44 Kathy Ritchie

6/2/2021 Audit halfway mark w

A partisan, hand recount of Maricopa County ballots cast 
last November is halfway complete, according to officials 
running the Arizona state Senate’s controversial election 
review.

Politics :43 Ben Giles

6/2/2021 Pennsylvania audit visit v

Pennsylvania state lawmakers are paying a visit to 
Maricopa County today (Wednesday) to observe the 
controversial election review ordered by Arizona Senate 
Republicans.

Politics :40 Ben Giles

6/3/2021 Uber-Brno settlement w

Popular food delivery services in Arizona can no longer 
offer discounts to businesses just because they’re Black-
owned. This comes as part of a settlement between 
Arizona’s Attorney General’s Office, Uber, and 
DoorDash. KJZZ’s Katherine Davis-Young has details.

Politics :47 Katherine Davis-Young

6/3/2021 Uber-Brno settlement c/c

Delivery services Uber Eats and DoorDash had waived 
fees for some Black-owned restaurants in the wake of 
George Floyd’s murder last year. But in Arizona, that’s 
no longer allowed. The companies reached a settlement 
with the state after the Attorney General alleged race-
based discounts were a violation of Arizona’s Civil Rights 
Act. Katie Conner is a spokesperson for the Attorney 
General’s Office.

Politics :16 Katherine Davis-Young

6/3/2021 PA ghost lawmakers w

Three state lawmakers from Pennsylvania were in 
Phoenix today visiting with Arizona legislators and the 
firms running a controversial election review for the state 
Senate.

Politics :48 Ben Giles

6/3/2021 Increase per diem c/c

State lawmakers are seeking to increase their $25 per 
diem. Many of the legislators, especially those from rural 
districts, say the per diem combined with their base pay 
of $24,000 is not enough to pay the bills. 

Politics :11 Bradley Roe

6/4/2021 Penzone contempt hearing v
A federal judge has given Maricopa County Sheriff Paul 
Penzone two options and a week to decide whether to 
defend his work in a civil contempt hearing. Or admit 
he’s violated a court order to revamp internal affairs.

Politics :38 Matthew Casey



6/8/2021 Budget failure w

Republican leaders in the Arizona House forced a vote 
on a budget plan Monday morning, but didn’t have the 
votes for the 12 point 8 billion dollar spending plan to 
pass.

Politics :48 Ben Giles

6/9/2021 McGuire US Senate run rdr
Michael McGuire, the retired Adjutant General of the 
Arizona National Guard, has announced he will run for a 
U.S. Senate seat in 2022. 

Politics 0 Tom Maxedon

6/9/2021 Out of state Republicans w
The list of out-of-state Republican lawmakers and 
officials who’ve visited the Arizona state Senate’s 
election review in Maricopa County continues to grow.

Politics :48 Ben Giles

6/10/2021 Budget Rios c/c
This week, Republicans in the Arizona House tried to 
push through a budget plan unanimously opposed by 
Democrats.

Politics :18 Kerry Fehr Snyder

6/10/2021 Senate Returns c/c The Arizona Senate is back today after two weeks of 
retreat amid a budget impasse. Politics :12 Jill Ryan

6/11/2021 Special legislative session v

As two wildfires east of the Valley continue to engulf tens 
of thousands of acres near Globe and Superior, Arizona 
Governor Doug Ducey said Thursday it's time for a 
legislative response.

Politics :40 Ben Giles

6/11/2021 Brno Senate run s

From KJZZ’s downtown Phoenix bureau, I’m Matthew 
Casey. Arizona Attorney General Mark Brnovich says 
he’s running in the Republican primary for a chance at 
taking Democrat Mark Kelly’s seat in the U-S Senate. 
Brnovich has been Arizona’s top law enforcement official 
since 20-15. He enters the 20-22 Senate race days after 
the former head of the Arizona National Guard, Michael 
McGuire, said he is also running.

Politics :26 Matthew Casey

6/11/2021 Budget stalemate m Today (THURSDAY), Arizona lawmakers inched another 
day closer to an end-of-June deadline to pass a budget. 

Politics 1:05 Ben Giles

6/14/2021 Scottsdale runway v

This week the Biden administration announced more 
details about how it will use what remains of about $15 
billion originally earmarked for former President Trump’s 
border wall.

Politics :40 Matthew Casey

6/14/2021 Budget/unemployment c/c
With only a couple weeks left before the start of the new 
fiscal year, Arizona Legislators are running into more 
budget roadblocks.

Politics :14 Jill Ryan

6/15/2021 Brno on audit v
In a letter, state Attorney General Mark Brnovich is 
warning his federal counterpart to stay out of the way of 
the Maricopa County ballot audit.

Politics :34 Jill Ryan

6/16/2021 Former AG Holder c/c
Debate in Congress continues over the For the People 
Act, a measure that would tackle voter access, 
redistricting and election security.  

Politics :15 Jack Johnson

6/16/2021 tt Salmon running for Gover s

Former U-S Representative Matt Salmon, a Republican, 
has announced his candidacy for Arizona Governor in 20-
22. In his launch video, he lists some of his values, 
including being pro-life, enforcing immigration laws, and 
being against cancel culture. Other stances include 
cutting taxes and banning critical race theory and ballot 
harvesting.

Politics :23 Jill Ryan



6/17/2021 Fire Session update c/c

The Arizona Legislature has advanced bills creating a 
$100 million fund to respond to a wildfire emergency. 
The House and Senate are expected to overwhelmingly 
approve the legislation today (Thurs).

Politics :15 Jill Ryan

6/18/2021 Ducey sales pitch c/c

Firefighters have made progress in the Telegraph Fire, 
with 72 percent containment after having burned more 
than 176-thousand acres. But as KJZZ’s Ron Dungan 
reports, the nearby Pinnacle Fire has burned more than 
26 thousand acres, is just 10 percent contained and has 
forced evacuations in nearby communities.

Politics :05 Ben Giles

6/18/2021 Audit update w

The highly contagious form of COVID-19 first spotted in 
India is now spreading quickly in the U.S. The CDC now 
calls the Delta strain a “variant of concern.” David 
Engelthaler [ANGLE-thah-lurr] is with TGen...the lab 
sequencing the most COVID test samples in Arizona. He 
says more than 2 percent of recent Arizona infections 
have been caused by the Delta variant.

Politics :42 Ben Giles

6/18/2021 Ducey Vaccines c/c

Governor Doug Ducey doesn’t plan to change current 
requirements for M-M-R vaccines despite his move this 
week to block state universities from requiring students 
to get vaccinated against COVID-19.

Politics :10 Jill Ryan

6/22/2021 Criminal voting c/c
Arizona House Republicans approved a bill that could 
send prosecutors or criminal investigators to certain 
voters’ doors.

Politics :14 Ben Giles

6/23/2021 Budget vote w
House Democrats don’t have the votes to block a 12 
point 8 billion dollar budget, including a tax hike that 
mostly benefits the wealthiest Arizonans.

Politics :45 Ben Giles

6/23/2021 aricopa County health budg v
Maricopa County has finalized its budget for the next 
fiscal year. As KJZZ’s Katherine Davis-Young reports, 
the county plans to increase public health spending.

Politics :38 Katherine Davis-Young

6/23/2021 Bolick SOS run s

Republican lawmaker Shawnna Bolick (bow-LICK)  is 
running for Arizona Secretary of State. Bolick says in a 
statement she wants to restore voters’ trust and de-
politicize the office. 

Politics :19 Rocio Hernandez

6/23/2021 Mesa climate action plan c/c
The Mesa City Council has approved a climate action 
plan to address sustainable growth and reduce the city’s 
climate footprint.

Politics :15 Jimmy Jenkins

6/23/2021 Senate Approves Budget c/c
The Arizona Senate passed a budget early this morning 
(Weds) that includes a major tax cut primarily benefiting 
the wealthy.

Politics :13 Katherine Sypher

6/23/2021 Phoenix GPLETs w

After providing a controversial tax incentive for 22 
projects, Phoenix leaders will take a closer look into how 
the public benefits. From KJZZ’s Business Desk, 
Christina Estes reports on the government property 
lease excise tax program.

Politics :50 Christina Estes

6/23/2021 Governors census s
Fifteen Republican governors, including Doug Ducey, 
have sent a letter to the Commerce Secretary, urging 
that the U-S Census Bureau release redistricting data.

Politics :29 Jill Ryan



6/24/2021 Emergency powers c/c

Arizona has been under a state of emergency for more 
than a year because of the pandemic. But the budget 
deal approved by the state Senate proposes to end the 
emergency and change the governor’s powers. Senator 
Kelly Townsend told Capitol Media Services Governor 
Ducey agreed to rescind the current order so long as 
cities can’t issue their own rules.

Politics :10 Katherine Davis-Young

6/24/2021 Tax amendment c/c
Republican state senators approved a budget deal 
overnight (Tuesday night) that slightly alters a massive 
income tax hike championed by Governor Doug Ducey.

Politics :15 Ben Giles

6/24/2021 Kris Mayes AG s

Former Arizona Corporation Commissioner Kris Mayes is 
entering the race for attorney general. Mayes is a former 
Republican who registered as a Democrat during the 
Trump administration.

Politics :21 Katherine Davis-Young

6/24/2021 McCain ambassador v President Biden has nominated Cindy McCain to serve 
as ambassador to the U.N. World Food campaign. Politics :27 Bradley Roe

6/24/2021 Budget Pinwheel f

Arizona senators worked through the night to pass a 
series of budget bills early Wednesday after weeks of 
negotiations. But before they adopted those measures, 
Republicans packed the K-12 budget bill with nearly 200 
pages of policy changes.

Politics 3:57 Ben Giles

Rocio Hernandez

6/25/2021 Rodriguez AG Announceme s

State Representative Diego Rodriguez has announced 
he is running for Arizona Attorney General. Rodriguez, a 
defense attorney and former prosecutor, says protecting 
voting rights is a priority, and he would use the powers of 
the AG’s office to investigate state agencies for wasteful 
spending. If elected, Rodriguez says he would reevaluate 
all pending death penalty appeals to decide whether they 
can be resolved with a life sentence

Politics :25 Jimmy Jenkins

6/25/2021 Infrastructure Sinema w

Arizona’s senior senator stood to President Biden’s 
immediate left this (Thursday) morning at the White 
House where Biden said there is a bipartisan deal on 
infrastructure. Kyrsten Sinema is one of five Democrats 
and five Republicans who’ve agreed to a framework on a 
plan that would achieve the president’s top legislative go  
al. KJZZ’s Matthew Casey reports.

Politics :41 Matthew Casey

6/25/2021 House rule change w

The House began voting on a roughly 13 billion dollar 
budget for Arizona on Thursday.

But first, Republican representatives adopted changes to 
House rules designed to limit Democrats’ ability to object 
to the budget.

Politics :49 Ben Giles

6/25/2021 House rule change c/c

Before state representatives began voting today 
[THURSDAY] on a roughly 13 billion dollar budget 
package, Republicans voted to change House rules to 
limit the time Democrats have to object to the spending 
plan.

Politics :18 Ben Giles



6/28/2021 Audit Counting Update v
Volunteers and an outside firm hired by Arizona Senate 
Republicans have finished counting and photographing 
ballots from Maricopa County’s 2020 election.

Politics :34 Vaughan Jones

6/29/2021  Doug Logan w

The C-E-O of the company leading a review of the 2020 
election for Arizona Senate Republicans appears in a 
conspiracy-riddled film meant to prove the presidential 
election was stolen from Donald Trump.

Politics :45 Ben Giles

6/29/2021 New voting machines v

 A month ago, Arizona Secretary of State Katie Hobbs 
told Maricopa County officials she had grave concerns 
that voting equipment caught up in the state Senate’s 
election audit may have been compromised.

Politics :30 Ben Giles

6/30/2021 Bolding leg session c/c

Arizona Legislature is winding down but must pass a 
budget before adjourning. Republican members are 
trying to resurrect so-called zombie bills, while the 
Democrats try to kill them for good. 

Politics :14 Bradley Roe

6/30/2021 nity for Incarcerated Women w

The “Dignity for Incarcerated Women” bill has passed 
the Arizona Legislature for a second time. As KJZZ’s 
Jimmy Jenkins reports, the bill, sponsored by Senator 
Tony Navarrete (nah-vah-RET-ay), would guarantee free 
feminine hygiene products for Arizona’s growing female 
prison population.

Politics :48 Jimmy Jenkins

6/30/2021 Holocaust Education Bill c/c

The Arizona Senate passed a bill yesterday (Tuesday) 
requiring schools to teach students about the Holocaust 
based on a specific definition. The bill would define anti-
semitism by the standards set by the International 
Holocaust Rememberance Alliance. The definition 
includes anti-Jewish tropes, Holocaust denial and hatred 
against Israel as a Jewish state.

Politics :12 Katherine Sypher

6/30/2021 Asian Discrimination f

Verbal harassment, violence and discrimination against 
members of the Asian American Pacific Islander 
communities have grown during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Stop AAPPI Hate, a national coalition, says it 
has received more than 6,000 reports of these incidents 
from March 2020 to this March. Experts say some 
people of Asian descent are being blamed for the COVID 
outbreak. KJZZ’s Rocio Hernandez reports on one 
Arizonan’s experience with anti-Asian hate.

Race 4:30 Rocio Hernandez

6/1/2021 TGen radiotherapy w

Radiation therapy is used in treating more than half of all 
cancer patients, but it’s not without its drawbacks. A new 
study involving the Translational Genomics Research 
Institute in Phoenix suggests ways to make the treatment 
more effective

Science :38 Nick Gerbis

6/10/2021 Challenge cannabis schedul w

Tomorrow/Today (1 p.m. Thursday) a panel of Ninth 
Circuit judges is scheduled to hear from lawyers for a 
Scottsdale-based researcher who wants the federal 
government to change how cannabis is classified.

Science :48 Matthew Casey

6/14/2021 ASU coral reefs c/c With temperatures well above 110 and nearing 120 this 
week, hiking can be dangerous, and even deadly. Science :12 Vaughan Jones



6/25/2021 CV smell loss v

Loss of smell emerged early on as a sign of possible 
COVID-19 infection. Now, a yearlong study of 97 people 
in the journal suggests smell may return within six 
months to a year.

Science :32 Nick Gerbis

6/1/2021 Suns Game 5 preview c/c The Phoenix Suns have evened their first-round playoff 
series against the Los Angeles Lakers. Sports :06 Bradley Roe

6/2/2021 Suns game 5 c/c A big night in basketball last night (Tues) for the Phoenix 
Suns, as Devin Booker scored 30 points and Cameron 
Payne added 16, as Phoenix beat L-A 115-85.

Sports :13 Katherine Sypher

6/4/2021 Suns game 6 c/c The Suns move on, the Lakers head home. Sports :10 Katherine Sypher

6/7/2021 Suns/Nuggets preview w
After defeating the defending champion Los Angeles 
Lakers in Round 1 of the playoffs, the Phoenix Suns will 
begin Round 2 tonight (Monday).

Sports :43 Vaughan Jones

6/10/2021 Suns update c/c

The call on TNT--another big night for Chris Paul, who 
led a balanced charge for the Suns with 17 points and 15 
assists in a 123-98 blowout win over the Denver Nuggets 
last night in Phoenix to take a 2-nothing lead in their 
Western Conference Semifinal series.

Sports :10 Phil Latzman

6/15/2021 Suns success Booker c/c The Phoenix Suns are four wins away from the NBA 
Finals after finishing off Denver in a 4-game sweep. Sports :11 Phil Latzman

6/17/2021 ASU Football violations rdr

Governor Ducey visited Nogales, Arizona, today 
(Wednesday) to highlight a year of prosperity between 
the state and its largest trading partner, Mexico. From 
the Fronteras Desk in Tucson, KJZZ’s Michel Marizco 
reports.

Sports :40 Phil Latzman

6/17/2021 Sports betting rules w

Arizona’s target date to fully legalize fantasy sports is 
less than 90 days away. The state’s top gaming official 
wants public help so adults 21 and up can also be free to 
bet on the outcome of professional football in early 
September. KJZZ’s Matthew Casey reports. 

Sports :44 Matthew Casey

6/17/2021 Sports betting rules c/c

Arizona’s top gaming official says the state is on track to 
let adults bet on contests and play fantasy sports by the 
early September target date. Gaming Department 
Director Ted Vogt (Vote) says now is the public’s chance 
to sound off on a 13-page document of draft regulations.  

Sports :04 Matthew Casey

6/21/2021 Suns update c/c

The Suns go up 1-nothing in their Western Conference 
Final series--getting Devin Booker’s first ever triple-
double and doing it without Chris Paul in a 120-114 win 
over the Clippers.

Sports :11 Phil Latzman

6/30/2021 Female coaches c/c

With only 30 teams in the NBA, a head coaching job is a 
highly-coveted position. There has never been a female 
head coach, but that may change as four women have 
been interviewed by NBA teams for a head coaching 
spot.

Sports :15 Bradley Roe

6/30/2021 SunsPresG6 c/c
The Suns have another chance to lock up a berth in the 
NBA Finals (tonight/Wednesday) in Los Angeles in game 
6 of their Western Conference finals series.

Sports :10 Phil Latzman



6/10/2021 Loop202 deaths s

According to the Arizona Department of Public Safety, 
four people have died and several were injured after a 
commercial truck-tractor pulling a tanker filled with milk 
failed to slow for traffic congestion.

Traffic :30 Jill Ryan
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