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TOPIC CODE

AG – Agriculture

AR – Arts & Entertainment 

CR – Crime 

ECO – Economy & Business 

ED – Education 

ENV – Environment

HE –   Health

HI -- History 

HS – Human Sexuality 

KU – University of Kansas-related story 

MI – Military-related story 

POL – Kansas Government & Politics

RE – Religion

RR – Race Relations 

SP – Sports 

WX – Weather-related story
FORMAT CODE 

R – Report 
C – Commentary 

PROGRAM CODE



ME –  Morning Edition  
ATC –  All Things Considered 
WE --  Weekend Edition



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR OCTOBER 2014

1. KPR’s Laura Lorson spoke with Cori Wegener, a preservation specialist for cultural 
heritage at the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, DC. Wegener, a graduate of the 
University of Kansas, has been working to preserve and recover cultural artifacts from 
Iraq, Afghanistan and Syria. Wegener was the 2014 recipient of the Franklin D. Murphy 
Distinguished Alumni Award and delivered a special lecture on her field of expertise. 
(WEGENER-2.wav) – aired 10-01-14 – ME/R – length: 5:21 – airtimes: 6:33am, 8:33am
__________________________________________________________AR/KU/MI____

2. KPR’s Bryan Thompson reported that Kansas Governor Sam Brownback is hoping to 
delay the implementation of federal rules that mandate overtime pay for full-time home 
health care workers. Brownback says that move will increase Medicaid costs by millions 
of dollars. 
(BT-OVERTIME-2.wav) – aired 10-02-14 – ME/R – length: 5:16 – airtimes: 6:50am. 
8:50am
___________________________________________________________HE/ECO/POL

3. Laura Lorson discussed an unusual community arts project for children that is being 
spearheaded by a former Washburn University professor. It’s called the Dream Rocket 
Project, and it is trying to get elementary school-aged children interested in science as 
well as the arts with an ambitious fiber-arts project. The ultimate goal is to display all the 
children’s work by wrapping a life-sized replica rocket with the textile submissions made 
by participants. 
(DREAMROCKET.wav) – aired 10-06-14 – ME/R – length: 3:32 – airtimes: 6:35am, 
8:35am
____________________________________________________________ED/AR/ENV

4. KPR’s Tom Parkinson prepared an overview of the role of music in World War I. In 
the fall of 1914, pressure began growing for the United States to enter the war on behalf 
of its European allies. The federal government soon began creating a plan to use mass 
media to convince Americans that the nation should get involved. Parkinson used music 
from the early 1900s and interviews with music historians Chuck Haddix and Kristen 
Griffeath along with music scholar Michael Lasser to explain how this was 
accomplished.   
(WWI-MUSIC.wav) – aired 10-10-14 – ME/R – length: 7:44 – airtimes: 6:40am, 8:40am
_______________________________________________________________HI/MI/AR

5. KPR’s Stephen Koranda provided an examination of one of the most contentious 
midterm campaigns in the nation: the battle for a U.S. Senate seat in Kansas. Republican 
Pat Roberts is facing the toughest re-election campaign of his career. Independent 
candidate Greg Orman has kept pace with or led Roberts in the polls through much of the 
race. One reason is there’s no Democrat even running for the position. 
(SK-SENATE.wav) – aired 10-15-14 – ME/R  -- length: 4:22 – airtimes: 6:40am, 8:40am
______________________________________________________________POL/ECO



6. The Kansas Health Institute’s Jim McLean reported on the contest for state Insurance 
Commissioner. The Affordable Care Act and a so-called “health care compact” are 
among the issues about which the candidates disagree. 
(JM-INS-COMM.wav) – aired 10-15-14 – ME/R – length: 3:37 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
___________________________________________________________HE/POL/ECO

7. KPR’s J. Schafer interviewed Rex Buchanan, interim director of the Kansas 
Geological Survey, about possible reasons for the increased frequency of earthquakes in 
southern Kansas.  Buchanan headed up an earthquake task force that examined the 
seismic incidents, and the group concluded that there’s no clear answer as to why the 
quakes are happening more frequently now. There are suspicions that oil and gas 
production is to blame, but the sample size is still too small to make definitive links 
between the quakes and the process known as “fracking.” 
(REX-QUAKE3.wav) – aired 10-16-14 – ME/R – length: 5:44 – airtimes: 6:33am, 8:33 
am
___________________________________________________________ENV/ECO/HE

8. Sports reporter Greg Echlin gave a recap of the Kansas City Royals baseball season, as 
the team prepared to begin playing in the World Series Championship for the first time 
since 1985. Few of the team’s fans expected the Royals to make the post-season playoffs, 
much less win the American League Championship. 
(GEWS.wav) – aired 10-21-14 – ME/R – length: 3:19 – airtimes: 6:33am, 8:33am
__________________________________________________________________SP/AR

9. Jim McLean reported on a University of Kansas conference that was held to examine 
the impact of the federal Affordable Care Act on the state of Kansas. Part of the 
discussion at the conference centered on what Kansas is NOT doing to lower its 
percentage of uninsured residents, and how the state of Arkansas is combating that 
problem. 
(JM-KU-ACA.wav) – aired 10-24-14—ME/R – length: 3:19 – airtimes: 6:33am, 8:33am
___________________________________________________________POL/ECO/HE

10. KPR’s Stephen Koranda spoke with Keen Umbehr, the Libertarian candidate running 
for Kansas governor. Umbehr got his start in politics after going to court to defend his 
First Amendment rights while acting as an independent contract for the state government. 
Umbehr is now an attorney himself, and is running as an alternative candidate against 
incumbent Governor Sam Brownback and Democrat Paul Davis. 
(SK-UMBEHR.wav) – aired 10-29-14 – ME/R – length: 5:07 – airtimes: 6:33am, 8:33am
________________________________________________________POL/ECO/HE/ED 



11. Statehouse Reporter Stephen Koranda explained the differences between the two 
major candidates seeking the Kansas 3rd Congressional District seat. Republican Kevin 
Yoder is seeking a third term; he’s being challenged by Democrat Kelly Kultala. 
(SK-DIST-3.wav) – aired 10-29-14 – ME/R – length: 3:32 – airtimes: 6:50am, 8:50am
_______________________________________________________POL/ECO/HE/ED_
 



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR NOVEMBER 2014

1. An official with the Brownback administration published an editorial piece aimed at 
reassuring older Kansans prior to the state’s gubernatorial election. The state Budget 
Director claims that the sitting Insurance Commissioner and others had been 
engaging in election-year scare tactics when warning about the possible consequences 
of the governor’s support of a multi-state health care compact. KPR’s Bryan 
Thompson reported on the controversy. 
(BT-HC-COMPACT.wav) – aired 11-03-14 – ME/R – length: 4:00 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am 
________________________________________________________HE/ECO/POL

2. KPR’s J. Schafer spoke with A.J. Kotich, the Democratic candidate for state attorney 
general, and Republican incumbent Derek Schmidt. Each laid out his case for why 
he’d be the better man for the job. Kotich has served in the Marine Corps as a Judge 
Advocate General. Schmidt has been serving as the state’s top law enforcement 
officer since 2008. 
(JS-AGRACE.wav) -- aired 11-03-14 – ME/R – length: 4:40 – airtimes: 6:40am, 
8:40am
____________________________________________________________POL/CR

3. KPR’s Stephen Koranda had an overview of the Kansas elections of 11-04-2014. 
Republicans swept all the major statewide office contests, as Governor Sam 
Brownback and Senator Pat Roberts were returned to their positions by state voters. 
(SK-ELEX-WRAP-UP.wav) – aired 11-05-14 – ME/R – length: 3:45 – airtimes: 
6:35am, 7:35am, 8:35am
___________________________________________________________POL/ECO  

4. KPR’s Bryan Thompson reported on efforts to reduce the toll diabetes is taking on 
members of Native American tribes in Kansas. Native Americans are more than twice 
as likely as white adults to develop diabetes and to die from it. There are now 
programs underway to move tribes away from unhealthy diets and lack of exercise. 
(BT-TRIBES-DIET.wav) – aired 11-06-14 – ME/R – length: 4:25 – airtimes: 6:33am, 
8:33am
________________________________________________________HE/ECO/ENV

5. Newly released economic projections for the state of Kansas indicate a looming 
budget crisis. These projections indicate the state needs to cut hundreds of millions of 
dollars in the current and coming fiscal years as the state’s revenue have lagged 
dramatically behind what had been estimated when the state budget was originally 
set.
(SK-REV-EST.wav) – aired 11-11-14 – ME/R – length: 2:47 – airtimes: 6:35am, 
7:35am, 8:35am
 ________________________________________________________ECO/POL/HE



6. KPR’s Laura Lorson spoke with the newly-hired Arts Director for the city of 
Lawrence. Lawrence has received several high-profile cultural grants, and now the 
city is hoping to determine what services and programs area residents would like to 
see added to the region’s current arts offerings. Christina McClelland was hired to 
oversee the process of determining how to use the money. 
(MCCLE-2.wav) – aired 11-12-14 – ME/R – length: 3:32 – airtimes: 6:35am, 8:35am
_________________________________________________________AR/ECO/ED 

7. Freelance sports reporter Greg Echlin told the story of Vershon Moore, a man who 
was once a rising star on an area college football team. But Moore robbed a bank and 
spent more than two years in prison. Now, he’s back on his feet and back on the team. 
(GE-VERSHON.wav) – aired 11-13-14 – ME/R & ATC/R– length: 2:59 – airtimes: 
6:35am, 8:35am, 4:44pm
_______________________________________________________________SP/CR

8.  Jim McLean of the KHI News Service reported on the new options for healthcare 
available to Kansans through the Affordable Care Act in 2015’s open enrollment 
period. Consumers are finding that they have more choices than last year, and that 
prices are holding comparatively steady. 
(JM-ACA-5.wav) – aired 11-21-14 – ME/R – length: 3:44 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
_____________________________________________________________HE/ECO

9. KPR’s Bryan Thompson reported on the situation being faced by so-called “safety 
net” health clinics around the state. Despite the mandates of the Affordable Care Act, 
millions of Americans still lack health insurance, and they rely on these federally-
funded primary care clinics-of-last-resort. Thompson learned that such clinics exist in 
21 Kansas counties…and that more of these clinics could be on the way in the 
coming year.
(BT-CLINICS.wav) – aired 11-25-14 – ME/R – length: 3:42 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
________________________________________________________HE/ECO/POL 

10. Jacob McCleland of Harvest Public Media spent time with crop dusting pilots to learn 
about what they do, and how they do it. It’s a dangerous job, which can involve flying 
under power lines to apply seeds or pesticides to farm fields. The industry is going 
more high-tech, but it’s still a dangerous profession. 
(HPM-CROP-DUST.wav) – aired 11-27-14 – ME/R – length: 4:00 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am
_____________________________________________________________AG/ECO



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR DECEMBER 2014

1. KPR Statehouse Reporter Stephen Koranda prepared a feature on the new Kansas 
House leadership. Current House Speaker Ray Merrick retained his position, overcoming 
a challenge from fellow conservative Republican Virgil Peck.
(SK-MERRICK-2.wav) – aired 12-02-14 – ME/R – length: 3:19 – airtimes: 6:45, 8:45 
am
___________________________________________________________________POL 

2. KPR’s Laura Lorson interviewed area author and KPR commentator Tom Averill 
about his latest novel, titled “A Carol Dickens Christmas.” The book is in many ways 
homage to Charles Dickens, set in modern-day Topeka. It features many points of 
regional interest and places, attitudes and traditions familiar to many Topekans. 
(TA_CDXMAS.wav) – aired 12-04-14 – ME/R – length: 3:15 – airtimes: 6:45, 8:45am
__________________________________________________________________AR/HI

3.  Stephen Koranda reported on Governor Brownback’s plan to fix the state’s projected 
budget deficit. Cuts to highway funding and a scale-back on state contributions to its 
public employee retirement plan are key components of the remediary measures. 
(SK-ALLOTMNT14.wav) – aired 12-09-14 – ATC/R – length: 3:09 – airtimes: 4:44 pm
________________________________________________________POL/ECO/ED/HE

4. KPR’s Bryan Thompson reported on new national health rankings. The state of Kansas 
remained at number 27…the same spot it occupied in 2013. But not long ago, the state 
generally was ranked much higher in such annual surveys. Thompson examined what 
happened that caused the state’s tumble in the rankings. 
(BT-HEALTH-RANK.wav) – aired 12-10-14 – ME/R – length: 3:57 – airtimes: 6:37, 
8:37 am
________________________________________________________HE/ED/ECO/POL

5. KPR News Director J. Schafer spoke with University of Kansas Chancellor Bernadette 
Gray-Little following the announcement of a major financial gift to the school. Al and 
Lila Self…both KU graduates… made a $58 million bequest to the university. All told, 
the Self family contributed more than $106 million to KU in the past 20 years. The latest 
gift will be used primarily for graduate student scholarships and fellowships. 
(SELF-GIFT3.wav) – aired 12-10-14 – ATC/R – length: 3:25 – airtimes: 4:44 pm
_________________________________________________________________KU/ED

6. Statehouse Reporter Stephen Koranda interviewed Kansas Governor Sam Brownback. 
They discussed the 2014 state budget, the 2015 state budget, projected fiscal deficits, and 
the upcoming legislative session. 
(KS-GOVINT14.wav) – aired 12-18-14 – ME/R – length: 5:33 – airtimes: 6:43 and 8:43 
am
_______________________________________________POL/ECO/HE/ED/AG/ENV



7. Stephen Koranda spoke with incoming House Minority Leader Tom Burroughs. 
Burroughs is replacing outgoing minority leader Paul Davis, who stepped down to run for 
governor. Burroughs and Koranda discussed the upcoming legislative session and the 
spending cuts being proposed by Governor Brownback. 
(Burroughs interview final.wav) – aired 12-19-14 – ME/R – length: 4:46 – airtimes: 6:35, 
8:35 am
________________________________________________________POL/ECO/ED/HE

8. J. Schafer talked with Doran Cart of the National World War I Museum in Kansas City 
about the famous “Christmas Truce” of 1914. The museum is commemorating the 100th 
anniversary of the start of World War I this year with a variety of special events and 
programs, including a realistic look at the Christmas Truce. Cart says the event has 
become exaggerated and romanticized over time.
(XMASTRUCE2.wav) – aired 12-22-14 – ME/R and ATC/R – length: 4:05 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 4:44 pm
__________________________________________________________________HI/MI  

9. Bryan Thompson reported on the resurrection of an idea to help alleviate drought in 
parts of Kansas. Thirty years ago, a plan surfaced for the construction of an aqueduct that 
would redirect water from the Missouri River to western Kansas. Projections about the 
useful life of the High Plains Aquifer are causing many land and water officials to 
consider drastic measures to preserve the western Kansas water supply. Predictably, 
eastern Kansas residents and others who rely on the Missouri River aren’t so keen on the 
idea. 
(BT-AQUEDUCT.wav) – aired 12-29-14 – ME/R and ATC/R – length: 4:46 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 4:44 pm
______________________________________________________AG/ENV/POL/ECO

10. KPR’s J. Schafer and Stephen Koranda discussed a ruling made by a district court in 
Shawnee County on the state’s education spending. The court ruled that Kansas needs to 
spend more money on public schools to meet its constitutional obligations. It’s the latest 
ruling in years of legal wrangling over educational funding, the meaning of the words 
“adequate” and “appropriate,” and the state’s fiscal priorities. The state is widely 
expected to appeal the court’s ruling to the Kansas Supreme Court. 
(MO-EDMONEY.wav) – aired 12-30-14 – ATC/R – length: 3:58 – airtimes: 4:44 pm
___________________________________________________________ED/POL/ECO


