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SPECIAL COVERAGE

“Oil & Water: Recovering from the Spill”

Part One "Taking Back The Beaches" Duggins sets the stage for APR's 
weeklong series, by taking listeners to Auburn University's oil spill recovery 
conference in Orange Beach. Here, local, State, and Federal officials tried to 
organize efforts to rebuild the damaged tourist industry, while local residents 
struggled to find answers on compensation, clean-up and other issues. 4/11/11-- 
7:35, 4:44 (4:00)

Part Two “The View from Valdez.” Bob Donald is the talk of the town in Gulf 
Shores near Alabama's beaches. Before moving to the beaches, he and his wife 
lived in Valdez, Alaska during the Exxon Valdez oil spill in 1989. Donald, former 
Valdez Mayor Dave Cobb, and first responder Stan Stevens re-live the accident 
on Prince William Sound, and the painful aftermath Gulf coast residents may face 
here in the years to come.  4/12/2011—7:35, 4:44 (4:00)

Part Three “Allen and Tracy.”  One concern raised by the Exxon Valdez 
experience is the long term mental health impact, which didn't hit residents near 
Prince William Sound until three to five years afterward. The concern is that 
something similar might happen along the Alabama gulf coast. Tracy Kruse of 
Orange Beach recalls events following the oil spill, which she blames for the 
death of her husband Allen. 4/13/2011 7:35, 4:44 (4:00)

Part Four “Seashells and Gunpowder.” The Alabama beach tourism industry was 
hit hard by the Gulf oil spill, and it could take years before local officials know if 
visitor businesses have truly recovered. Duggins reports on efforts to restore 
tourism, starting with the National Shrimp Festival in Gulf Shores, six months 



after the spill, and leading to the 150th anniversary of the Civil War starting this 
month. 4/14/2011 7:35, 4:44 (4:00)

Part Five “Kiss that Fish!” A recent poll shows forty percent of Americans still 
think Gulf seafood isn't safe to eat. Commercial fishermen in Bayou La Batre are 
fighting to win back seafood buyers who were scared off following the oil spill, 
and the effort may take years. 6:35, 8:35, 4:44 (4:00)

Current Events

Ala. AG Luther Strange Discusses Gulf Oil Spill Litigation
2011.04.20 Today (4-20-2011) marks one year since the Deepwater Horizon oil 
rig explosion that killed 11 workers and triggered the Gulf oil spill disaster. 
Alabama Attorney General Luther Strange is the coordinating counsel for the 
states interests in the Deepwater Horizon oil-spill litigation. Alabama Public 
Radio's Ryan Vasquez recently sat down with Strange to talk about the recovery 
process and why he feels Alabama has been the most effected of the Gulf 
States. 

April 29- Many Alabama residents are recovering from the devastating tornado 
that swept through the state, including the hard hit city of Tuscaloosa. Alabama 
Public Radio's Maggie Martin sat down with Victoria Sheehan, a University of 
Alabama student who talks about her thoughts when she saw the remains of her 
home in Alberta. (10:00) 7:30, 4:40

“Caring for the littlest victims.” APR News Director Pat Duggins reports on "CJ's 
Bus"--a rolling playground for children in disaster areas. The project was started 
by a couple in Evansville, Indiana who lost their two year old son to a tornado in 
2005. Since then, they've provided a safe place for kids to play while their 
parents get the chance to clear their heads following life altering events like last 
week's tornados in Alabama. 5/02/2011 7:35, 4:44 (4:00)

An Update From Alberta After Last Week's Storms
2011.05.02Recovery continues in one of the hardest hit parts of Alabama 
following last week's historic outbreak of tornadoes. In the city of Tuscaloosa, the 
neighborhood of Alberta seemed to catch the brunt of an EF 4 tornado. Area 
businesses are leveled and many people are without homes. Alabama Public 
Radio's Ryan Vasquez has more on the state of affairs in Alberta.

May 5 and May 6- After last week's tornados devastated dozens of 
neighborhoods across Alabama, health professionals scrambled to tend to the 
injured and prevent further illnesses from breaking out. The most pressing 
health issues in the state range from the blood supply for trauma victims to 
food and water safety. Alabama Public Radio's Maggie Martin takes a look at 
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some of the short term health concerns in the wake of the disaster. (4:00) 4:44 
(5/5), 6:35, 8:35 (5/6)

An Insurance Company's Role In Disaster Recovery
2011.05.10 Nearly two weeks after storms ripped through the state of Alabama, 
many residents are still picking up the pieces. According to the state Department 
of Insurance, Alabamians have filed 65,000 insurance claims related to the April 
27th outbreak of tornados and they expect a second wave this week. Alabama 
Public Radio's Ryan Vasquez has more on how residents can find and get help 
for their damaged property.

May 13- Cities across Alabama are beginning to pick up the pieces to start and 
rebuild after April's tornados wiped out neighborhoods and left hundreds 
homeless. One of the hardest hit cities was Tuscaloosa, home of the University 
of Alabama. Mayor Walt Maddox has already created a task force to head up 
reconstruction of the city, but many are concerned about the changes ahead. 
Alabama Public Radio's Maggie Martin takes a look at the concerns local 
residents have. (4:00) 6:35, 8:35, 4:44

May 16- Natural disasters can bring out the best in a community, but in storm 
ravaged Alabama, the worst is happening as well.  The crime rate is going up 
in Tuscaloosa and as Alabama Public Radio’s Stan Ingold reports, local police 
have more to worry about than just the criminals. (3:03) 6:35, 8:35, 4:44

“The Katrina Effect.” APR News Director Pat Duggins reports on how the 
University of Alabama is turning the aftermath of last month's tornadoes into a 
teaching tool. The school is taking inspiration from Tulane University in New 
Orleans, which created a community service curriculum following Hurricane 
Katrina. Students at Tulane are encouraged to take skills they learn in the 
classroom and use that knowledge to help neighborhoods devastated by the 
storm. Alabama plans to do something similar. 5/17/2011   7:35, 4:44 (4:00)

“Dealing with two tornadoes, not one.” The town of Joplin, Missouri is recovering 
from last Sunday's deadly tornado. University of Alabama senior Tom Coiner is 
heading there to offer advice. He made through last month's twister in 
Tuscaloosa, and now it's his hometown of Joplin that's suffering. APR news 
director Pat Duggins spoke with Coiner about how his family is doing... 5/24/2011 
4:44 (4:00)

May 25- It's been one month since tornadoes swept through Alabama, killing 
more than two hundred residents across the state. This week, we're talking 
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with mayors statewide about how their city is recovering from the disaster. 
Alabama Public Radio's Maggie Martin sits down with Mayor Max Townson of 
Cullman. (4:00) 7:33

May 26- It's been one month since tornadoes swept through Alabama, killing 
more than two hundred residents across the state. This week, we're talking 
with mayors statewide about how their city is recovering from the disaster. 
Alabama Public Radio's Maggie Martin sits down with Rainsville Mayor Donnie 
Chandler. (4:00) 7:35

May 27- It's been one month since tornadoes swept through Alabama, killing 
more than two hundred residents across the state. This week, we're talking 
with mayors statewide about how their city is recovering from the disaster. 
Alabama Public Radio's Maggie Martin sits down with Pleasant Grove Mayor 
Jerry Brasseale. (3:00) 6:35, 8:35

“Tuscaloosa Candlelight Vigil.” An estimated one thousand Tuscaloosa residents 
gathered at Government Plaza for a candlelight vigil to remember the people lost 
during the April 27th tornado. The event was more poignant, since the City 
officially raised the number of deaths from 41 to 43. Each name was read during 
the ceremony, which also praised volunteers and first responders. Alabama 
Public Radio's Pat Duggins was there, and produced this "sound portrait." 
6/02/2011 7:35, 4:44 (4:00)

Be Prepared: A Look At Building Storm Shelters In Ala.
2011.06.07 238 Alabamians died in April's storms. Many more were injured. But, 
unlike other states in "tornado alley," Alabama doesn't have as many storm 
shelters and basements for people to take cover. Alabama Public Radio's Ryan 
Vasquez takes a look at why that is, and how the recent storms will change that.

“Tornado Economic Windfall.” APR Public Radio news director Pat Duggins 
reports on the economic "benefit" from the April tornadoes, and how some 
industries may be helped more than others. Alabama has an estimated four 
billion dollars worth of insured damage, and that could mean a lot of cash flowing 
into the State. Pat examines how natural disasters can help boost business like 
construction, but maybe not agriculture, including Alabama's poultry industry. 
6/09/2011 7:35, 4:44 (4:00)

UAB Aids Tornado Survivors With New Loan Program
2011.06.15 When the April 27th storms swept through Alabama, there were 
basic needs to be met like food, water and shelter for tornado survivors. Things 
are slowly getting back to normal but, that doesn't mean every need has been 
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met for those still picking up the pieces. The University of Alabama Birmingham 
hopes to step in to fill some of that void with a new loan program. In the process, 
business students are gaining valuable experience. Alabama Public Radio's 
Ryan Vasquez has more 

June 16- If your name is Phil Campbell, there is a small Alabama town near the 
Mississippi border that wants to talk to talk to you.  The community is gearing up 
for the annual Phil Campbell Hoedown.  That’s when people who share the same 
name as the town gather to celebrate the fact.  This year’s event is particularly 
poignant, since Phil Campbell was among the areas hit hard by the April 
tornadoes.  Alabama Public Radio’s Stan Ingold visited Phil Campbell, which is 
sending the message… “We’re still here…” (3:38) 7:35, 4:44

“The Legacy of Kathryn Tucker Windham.” Friday morning at 7:35, listeners to 
Alabama Public radio have tuned in for the commentaries of Kathryn Tucker 
Windham. This week, however, the focus has been on her and the impact of her 
tales of life in Alabama. Ms. Windham died last Sunday at the age of 93. 
Alabama Public Radio's Pat Duggins has more on the legacy of Kathryn Tucker 
Windham. 6/17/2011 7:35, 4:44 (4:00)

Interfaith Immigration Rally In Birmingham

2011.06.27 Over the weekend an estimated 2,500 people from all faiths and 
backgrounds joined together in Birmingham for a common cause... to protest 
Alabama's strict new immigration law. Alabama Public Radio's Ryan Vasquez 
was there as the demonstrators gathered, and produced this "sound portrait."

COMMENTARIES

KATHRYN TUCKER WINDHAM COMMENTARIES

4/1/11 – Storyteller Kathryn Tucker Windham talks about unique places she 
stores household items… under the bed, in the car trunk, and in the oven.

4/8/11 – Kathryn Tucker Windham recalls the perfect sandwich, a banana 
sandwich she observed on a school picnic when she was a child, and says she 
has never been able to duplicate it.
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4/15/11 - Kathryn Tucker Windham tells about the beautiful chick she was given 
as an Easter present when she was a child.  It grew into a mean rooster that 
pecked her feet and chased her indoors every time she fed it.

4/22/11 – Kathryn Tucker Windham tells about a Selma, Alabama Easter passion 
play that turned into a disaster. When the stage manager and Jesus had an 
argument during a scene change, Jesus ran out of the auditorium screaming.

4/29/11 – Kathryn Tucker Windham talks about the importance of saving old 
photos to help you recall how things used to be.  

5/6/11 – Kathryn Tucker Windham shares folklore methods for detecting if 
someone is lying. Just look at their tongue. 

5/13/11 – Admitting that she is not a poet, Kathryn Tucker Windham recites a 
poem about Spring that she wrote when she was a child then shares an even 
worse spring poem written by her college roommate.

5/20/11 – Kathryn Tucker Windham recalls the wonderful time she had on a 
school trip to a pond and how she got so sunburned she almost missed her 
graduation ceremony.

5/27/11 – Kathryn Tucker Windham tells how ice was delivered to her home and 
stored in an ice box when she was a child.

6/3/11 – Known for her several published collections of ghost stories, Kathryn 
Tucker Windham shares some recent ghost sightings people have told her about.

6/10/11 – Kathryn Tucker Windham talks about the importance of sharing family 
stories and encourages us all to record family members before they are gone 
forever.


