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POLITICS

JANUARY 6-- The GOP is taking charge of the new congress, and that means 
some Republican Alabama lawmakers are gaining leadership positions.  But as 
Alabama Public Radio’s Maggie Martin reports, a new ban on spending called 
earmarks may mean these lawmakers will be bringing fewer dollars to the state. 
(4:00) 7:35, 4:44

MARCH 1-- Alabama’s state legislative sessions gets underway tonight. 
Governor Robert Bentley will deliver his first State of the State address, and the 
financial outlook is expected to be grim. The General Budget is projected to be 
short by a half billion dollars, and Alabama no longer has federal stimulus money 
to fall back on. That means possible cuts, and Alabama Public Radio’s Maggie 
Martin reports on who’s the most at risk. (4:00) 7:35, 4:44

March 3—APR news director Pat Duggins talks with Bob Martin, editor and 
publisher of the Montgomery Independent, about this week’s Montgomery 
County School Board meeting about a plan to layoff school staffers, as well as 
resistance on the part of State lawmakers to surrender their cost of living raise, 
and possible problems for Governor Robert Bentley if he tries to cut the budget of 
the state’s court system.  (3:00) 6:35, 8:35

March 14-- APR news director Pat Duggins talks with Bob Martin, editor and 
publisher of the Montgomery Independent, about former Governor Bob Riley’s so 
called “RINO” hunt (Republicans in name only,) efforts by the GOP majority in 
Montgomery to pass its agenda, and an anti immigration bill making its way 
through the legislature. (3:00) 6:35, 8:35

MARCH 25-- As the Alabama Legislature prepares to release its budget 
proposal for 2012, several state agencies are waiting for the budget axe to fall on 
their state funding. Earlier this month, we examined how funding cuts would 



affect the Alabama Forestry Commission, costing jobs and making it more 
difficult to control wildfires. Now, Alabama Public Radio’s Maggie Martin takes a 
look at three of Alabama’s tourist attractions who are anticipating tough times 
ahead and how they’ll cope with the cuts. (4:00) 6:35, 8:35

March 28-- APR news director Pat Duggins talks with Bob Martin, editor and 
publisher of the Montgomery Independent, about the political stakes for Governor 
Robert Bentley as the legislature considers his job creation package, and the 
situation the Governor finds himself in where he wants to make new jobs, while 
cutting the budget elsewhere in the State. (3:00) 6:35, 8:35

MARCH 30 - Every week on Alabama Public Radio, we air the NPR program 
On The Media. Host Brooke Gladstone is targeting three U.S. Senators, including 
Alabama's Jeff Sessions, over what's called a secret hold. Its a way senators can 
squash bills without having to say so publicly. APR's Ryan Vasquez talked with 
Gladstone over one example of a secret hold, which stopped reforms to protect 
the rights of so called whistle blowers... (4:00) 4:44

CURRENT EVENTS

JANUARY 03 - A lot has been said and written about U.S. efforts to rebuild 
Iraq. That work includes rebuilding the military as well and personnel from 
Alabama are playing a key role. Alabama Public Radio's Ryan Vasquez has an 
interview with Brigadier General Tony Rock who will lead the effort to rebuild 
Iraq's Air Force.  (4:00) 4:44

JANUARY 26 - As the responsibilities of the United States military change, so 
do those of the many officers responsible for operations overseas. The Air Force 
Culture and Language Center at Maxwell Air Force Base in Montgomery is 
leading this change in training. Alabama Public Radio's Ryan Vasquez tells us 
how a program in Alabama is helping generals become more culturally aware 
before they deploy. (4:00) 6:35, 8:35, 4:44

JANUARY 27 - When the U.S. military isn't in combat, it's sometimes called 
upon for humanitarian efforts. One of the first obstacles to aid is the language 
barrier, and a program operating here in Alabama is trying to resolve that 
problem. Alabama Public Radio's Ryan Vasquez has more on the Language 
Enabled Airmen Program. (4:00) 7:35, 4:44



FEBRUARY 16-- It’s been more than a decade of legislative hurdles, but 
Tuscaloosa residents will finally have a say on whether to allow Sunday alcohol 
sales in the city. If passed, bars, restaurants and stores would be able to sell 
alcohol from noon to nine p.m. on Sunday.  Alabama Public Radio’s Maggie 
Martin reports residents disagree over how Sunday sales will impact Tuscaloosa. 
(4:00) 7:35, 4:44

FEBRUARY 17 - Alabama is known for college football and minor league 
baseball. But the sport of boxing once had a place in the state's history and it 
may again. Alabama's first state sanctioned boxing matches in nearly forty years 
takes place in Tuscaloosa this weekend. While the state has a long and rich 
pugilistic tradition, this era's boxers have had to go elsewhere to build their 
careers. Alabama Public Radio's Ryan Vasquez has more on the importance of 
home state advantage for a boxer. (4:00) 7:35, 4:44

MARCH 21 - The University of Alabama Department of Theatre and Dance 
hosts a senior showcase every spring in New York City. There a select group of 
graduating seniors performs for producers and agents hoping to get a jumpstart 
on their careers. Alabama Public Radio's Ryan Vasquez sat down with Cameron 
Bartell, Kimberly Lowe, and Alexandra Ficken to talk about the showcase before 
they headed to the Big Apple. (7:00)

MARCH 25 - Alabama Public Radio's Ryan Vasquez followed three University 
of Alabama Theatre students as they flew to New York City to perform before 
Broadway agents. Now, they're back, and they sat down with Ryan to wrap up 
their experience in the Big Apple. (7:00) Available online
.

Bama on Broadway Series

MARCH 22 - The University of Alabama Department of Theatre and Dance 
hosts a senior showcase every spring in New York. There a select group of 
graduating seniors performs for producers and agents hoping to get a jumpstart 
on their careers. We'll be hearing from students all this week and today Cameron 
Bartell checks in from New York City. He discusses his performance and process 
of picking an agent. (4:00) 4:44

MARCH 23 - Every spring the University of Alabama Theatre and Dance 
Department hosts a senior showcase in New York City. There a select group of 
graduating seniors performs for producers and agents hoping to get a jumpstart 
on their careers. Students have been checking in from Broadway this week and 
today we have Alexandra Ficken sharing her experience in the Big Apple. (4:00) 
4:44



MARCH 24 - Alabama Public Radio's Ryan Vasquez continues his weeklong 
discussion with University of Alabama Theatre students who performed on-stage 
in New York City for agents who hire actors for shows on Broadway and 
elsewhere. The showcase went fine for Kimberly Lowe--but the airline flight was 
another thing! (4:00) 4:44

COMMENTARIES

KATHRYN TUCKER WINDHAM COMMENTARIES
Ninety-two year old author and storyteller Kathryn Tucker Windham comments on 
growing up in south Alabama and the changes she has seen through the years.  (3:30) 
7:35

JANUARY 7 – A nationally recognized storyteller gives tips on how to tell a story and 
encourages everybody to share their stories with family and friends. (3:30) 7:35

JANUARY 14 - KTW shares stories about two children she remembers from her 
childhood, Billy and Edwina.  Billy jumped out the school window on a beautiful spring 
day and Edwina arranged a water drinking contest for which the surprise award was a 
glass of water. (3:30) 7:35

JANUARY 21 – KTW doesn’t like goats, but she has collected goat related folklore 
from around the world.  She also shares the story of a goat that ate a car seat. (3:30) 7:35

JANUARY 28 – KTW shares her most vivid memory of the Great Depression, when her 
father asked her if she had any money left over from her school trip and said that was all 
the money the family had. (3:30) 7:35

FEBRUARY 4 – KTW explains how to play car tag poker to help pass the time on a 
long drive. (3:30) 7:35
 

FEBRUARY 11 – KTW talks about figures of speech that people used long ago 
including, “Don’t try to teach Granny how to lap ashes.” (3:30) 7:35

FEBRUARY 18 – KTW gives more tips on storytelling and says that the truth is far 
more entertaining than fiction. (3:30) 7:35



FEBRUARY 25 - KTW tells a story about the day a circus monkey escaped and 
terrorized her sister. (3:30) 7:35

MARCH 4 – KTW says that she thinks people should eat dessert before the meal and 
shares the recipe for one of her favorite desserts, melted marshmallow on a saltine 
cracker. (3:30) 7:35

 
MARCH 11 – KTW tells stories of several skunk encounters including the high school 
dance where her date wreaked of skunk smell and she couldn’t bear to be close to him. 
(3:30) 7:35

MARCH 18 – KTW talks about funny things heard in church including the young pastor 
who was afraid to do weddings because he had misspoken at the first wedding he 
performed. (3:30) 7:35

MARCH 25 – KTW talks about the manes of meals and insists that breakfast, dinner, 
and supper are the proper terms for meals.  She says that lunch is the food you take on a 
picnic. (3:30) 7:35


