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Quarterly Issues Program List
Quarterly Issues Program List for station KFTI-AM

1st Quarter – January 1st through March 31st, 2022 

Section I - Issues

    Health and the Coronavirus Pandemic  
    Crime 
    Local Government and Taxes
    Education and Culture
    State Government and Taxes
    Mental Health
    Local Sports
    Veterans’ Health
    Juvenile Justice
    Health Education
    National Defense and Aviation
    Housing
    Travel and Leisure
    Severe Weather Safety
    Law Enforcement
    Hunger and Social Services
    Criminal Justice 
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Section II – Programs

Issues:    Education and Culture

Program Title:  AT ISSUE

January 2nd, 2022 – 6 a.m. – 31 minutes - - KFDI’s Chris Maslen presents a repeat of the November 14th, 
2021 program featuring an interview with Wichita State University Professor J.W. Webster. 
Webster is a Certified Language Instructor and now professor of the new Elementary Cherokee 
I course as part of Wichita State University's Applied Linguistics Program. They discussed 
elements of the language itself, along with the intimate knowledge of Cherokee beliefs, rituals, 
and practices required to become fluent in the language. There are currently only around 1,200 
people worldwide who are fluent in the language, a staggeringly low number that Webster is 
exhaustively trying to boost.    The program is presented with a new intro and outro to update 
the status of the program.  

Issues:  Health and the Coronavirus Pandemic

Program Title:  AT ISSUE

January 9th, 2022 – 6 a.m. – 30 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson presents an extended, long-
form, in-depth news report with selected audio comments from meetings during the past week 
regarding the omicron variant of COVID-19 and concerns about the spread of the virus.    The 
program opens with the first seven minutes of a media briefing from the University of Kansas 
Health System, led by its Chief Medical Officer, Dr. Steve Stites.   Then there are comments 
from Sedgwick County’s Local Health Officer, Dr. Garrold Minns, and Deputy County Manager 
Tim Kauffman, with questions and comments from Sedgwick County Commission Chairman 
Pete Meitzner and Commissioners Lacey Cruse and Sarah Lopez.   The program concludes with 
comments from Kansas Governor Laura Kelly, from a statement she issued earlier in the week 
about a disaster declaration and executive orders to help hospitals with staffing issues as 
COVID-19 cases increase.
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Issues:  State Government and Taxes

Program Title:  AT ISSUE 

January 16th, 2022 – 6 a.m. – 31 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson hosts an edited presentation of Kansas 
Governor Laura Kelly’s annual State of the State Address.  She talks about a number of issues for the 
2022 Legislative session, including a call to eliminate the state’s grocery sales tax, place a freeze on 
college tuition, provide a $250 rebate to Kansas taxpayers, and expand Medicaid. 

Issues:   State Government and Taxes, Mental Health, Local Sports

Program Title:  AT ISSUE

January 23rd, 2022 – 6 a.m. – 28 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson presents an extended, long-form, in-
depth news report with comments from social media and from recent public events.   It begins with the 
Republican response to Kansas Governor Laura Kelly’s State of the State Address, presented on the 
program the previous week.  The response is delivered by Kansas House Speaker Ron Ryckman, taken 
from his social media page.   

The next segment of the program is comments from Wichita Mayor Brandon Whipple, talking about key 
legislative issues that the city will be lobbying for during the new legislative session.   He talks about an 
aviation tax credit and mental health funding.  He also comments on the mental health focus after the 
death of 17-year-old Cedric Lofton last September at the Juvenile Intake and Assessment Center, and 
how the city and county are working on mental health services for juveniles.  

 The final segment of the program is an announcement from the Wichita Wind Surge baseball team 
about the scheduling of a college game at Riverfront Stadium, with Wichita State taking on Oklahoma 
State on April 26th.   There are comments from Wind Surge CEO, Jordan Kobritz and from Wichita State 
Head Baseball Coach Eric Wedge.  

Issues:  Local Government and Mental Health, Juvenile Justice

Program Title:  AT ISSUE 

January 30th, 2022 – 6 a.m. – 32 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson presents an extended, long-form, in-
depth news report with comments taken from a news conference held during the past week on a 
community task force to review the juvenile justice system.     Sedgwick County is putting the task force 
together to look at policies and operations after the death of 17-year-old Cedric Lofton last September 
at the Juvenile Intake and Assessment Center.    There are comments from Sedgwick County Commission 
Chairman David Dennis, Chair Pro Tem Sarah Lopez, Wichita Mayor Brandon Whipple, Vice Mayor Becky 
Tuttle and City Council Member Brandon Johnson.   They talk about the goals of the task force and the 
effort to lobby the Kansas Legislature this year on mental health issues.

Issues:  Local Government and Veterans’ Health
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Program Title:  AT ISSUE

February 6th, 2022 – 6 a.m. – 29 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson presents an extended, long-form, in-
depth news report that begins with comments from a recent Wichita City Council meeting where a Food 
System Master Plan was adopted.   There are comments from Cory Buchta with the City Manager’s 
Office about the purpose of the Master Plan, along with comments from members of a steering 
committee, Claudia Hohnbaum and Megan Greenway.  There are also comments from City Council 
Member Becky Tuttle on the plan.  There is also an interview that KFDI’s J.J. Hayes had with Salvation 
Army Major Nancy Powers on a community food pantry that will be launched soon.   

The second half of the program is audio from a recent press conference held by Kansas U.S. Senator 
Jerry Moran and Montana Senator Jon Tester, talking about a bill they introduced to help post-9-11 
veterans get health care for toxic exposures from burn pits and other operations during their military 
service.

Issues: Health Education, National Defense and Aviation

Program Title:  AT ISSUE

February 13th, 2022 – 6 a.m. – 28 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson presents an extended, long-form, in-
depth news report that begins with audio from a recent Sedgwick County Commission meeting.   The 
commission talked about a letter of support for the University of Kansas School of Medicine and the 
Wichita State University Digital Engineering programs in establishing a medical health science campus in 
downtown Wichita.   The county’s Strategic Communications Director, Akeem Ashford, read the letter 
and then there were comments from County Manager Tom Stolz, Commission Chairman David Dennis 
and Commissioner Jim Howell about the concept, which is in the preliminary stages.    

The second half of the program featured audio taken from last fall’s opening ceremony for the National 
Defense Prototype Center at Spirit Aerosystems in Wichita.  The facility will research high temperature 
materials that can be used for hypersonic aircraft and missiles, along with other uses.  There are 
comments from Spirit Vice President for Defense and Space Engineering, Cindy Hoover, along with Spirit 
President and CEO Tom Gentile, Wichita State University President Richard Muma, and U.S. Senator 
Jerry Moran of Kansas.
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Issues:  Housing 

Program Title:  AT ISSUE

February 20th, 2022 – 6 a.m. – 31 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson presents an extended, long-form, in-
depth news report program with selected audio from a Wichita City Council workshop held January 25th. 
City Manager Robert Layton introduces a discussion on a plan to use American Rescue Plan Act funding 
to create an affordable housing fund. The goals are to improve existing homes, expand the supply of 
affordable housing in the community and promote stable neighborhoods in the city’s core areas.  There 
are comments from Andy Pfister with the St. Louis consulting firm Development Strategies and Wichita 
Housing and Community Services director Sally Stang, talking about a plan to put an affordable housing 
fund into action this spring. 

Issues:  Travel and Leisure

Program Title:  AT ISSUE

February 27th, 2022 – 6 a.m. – 31 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson presents an extended news report 
with audio from a February media briefing with travel experts from AAA, with advice on planning travel 
activities this spring and summer.  The comments begin with Morgan Dean with the AAA Public Affairs 
Team, then he goes to AAA Club Alliance Director of Leisure Travel and Group Sales, Tony Adubato, who 
guides the discussion. There are comments from Brenda Hunsberger, Senior Vice President of AAA 
Travel Services, Chip Morgan, Vice President of Leisure Travel, Debra Calvert, Director of Merchandise 
and Auto Travel and Amy Short, Manager of Travel and Strategic Partnerships.   They talk about planning 
for cruises, road trips, COVID-19 restrictions, travel insurance, flight cancellations, gasoline prices and 
top destinations.

Issue:  Severe Weather Safety 

Program Title:  AT ISSUE

March 6th, 2022 – 6 a.m. – 31 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson presents an interview with Warning 
Coordination Meteorologist Chance Hayes of the National Weather Service office in Wichita.  They talk 
about Severe Weather Preparedness Week for the upcoming week of March 7th.  There is information 
on the statewide tornado drill scheduled for Tuesday, March 8th and information on safety for 
tornadoes, strong winds, lightning, hail and flooding. 
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Issues:  Law Enforcement; Hunger and Social Services

Program Title:  AT ISSUE

March 13th, 2022 – 6 a.m. – 30 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson presents two interview segments.  The 
first has outgoing Wichita Police Chief Gordon Ramsay and Interim Chief Lemuel Moore talking about 
law enforcement issues and the future of the department.   The second segment is a phone interview 
with Delane Butler, President of Numana, a hunger relief organization based in El Dorado.  The group is 
organizing meal-packing events to send food to people in Ukraine.   Butler talks about the work of his 
organization and ways people can organize an event to help provide relief to Ukrainian refugees.

Issues:  Criminal Justice and Mental Health 

Program Title:  AT ISSUE

March 20th, 2022 – 6 a.m. – 27 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson presents two segments in an extended, 
long-form, in-depth news report about the criminal justice system and mental health services for jail 
inmates.  The report features selected audio from a recent Sedgwick County Commission meeting.

The first segment presents audio comments from Sedgwick County District Attorney Marc Bennett, 
talking to County Commissioners about a lack of attorneys to handle a backlog of cases in the criminal 
justice system.  Bennett suggests that some American Rescue Plan Act funding could be used to help 
with the situation.

The second segment features selected audio from Sedgwick County’s COMCARE Executive Director Joan 
Tammany, along with Sheriff’s Colonel Jared Schechter, and Audra Goldsmith, a Senior Policy Analyst for 
the Stepping Up program.   They talk about the county’s involvement with Stepping Up to improve 
mental health services in the jail.   County Commission Chairman David Dennis also takes part in the 
discussion.

Issue:  Severe Weather Safety 

Program Title:  AT ISSUE 

March 27th, 2022 – 6 a.m. – 29 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson presents a repeat of the March 6th 
interview with Warning Coordination Meteorologist Chance Hayes, edited to remove some references 
to Severe Weather Awareness Week.    There is information on safety precautions to take with severe 
weather this spring. 


