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KQSS aired ten local newscasts each weekday, six in the morning (6:00, 
6:30, 7:00, 7:30, 8:00, 8:30), four in the afternoon (3:30, 4:00, 4:30, 
5:00) for a total of 650 regularly scheduled live newscasts this Quarter.  
Breaking news of major importance, such as accidents, fire and weather 
were handled with immediacy, breaking into programming as needed.   
 
Emphasis was on local issues and items of importance to the community.  
Job openings were regularly featured, as were daily police reports, lunch 
menus for schools and senior centers, weather forecasts and public service 
announcements. 
 
PSAs were aired both within newscasts and as stand-alone features. This 
past quarter, KQSS aired more than 1475 individual public service 
announcements.  The station policy is to accept and air all public service 
announcements from any community-oriented entity, be it a non-profit 
organization, or a commercial business that is engaging in a charitable 
event.  
 
KQSS covers local government meetings including the Gila County Board of 
Supervisors, the Globe City Council, the Miami Town Council, the Globe 
Unified School District and the Miami Unified School District, as well as 
economic development boards and other committees formed in the Globe-
Miami area.  Reviews of material covered are aired during newscasts. 
 
Additionally KQSS makes use of the internet to archive news and items of 
community interest on Gila1019.com.  Comment sections are made available 
for every story, and often spur lively debate from listeners and public 
officials. 
 
The courts were often in the news this quarter.  Outgoing Judge Robert 
Duber was replaced in two high profile cases by Greenlee County visiting 
Judge Monica Stauffer.  Under her, Kyron Grow was found guilty of the 
murder of 3 year old Nathanial Lopez and Guillermo Ortega was found guilty 
of murdering his ex-wife. 
 
Talk was frequent about one of the oddest court rulings on record. Judge 
Duber banished San Carlos resident Willie Williams from the city of Globe. 
Williams, an African American, has no arrest record prior to being charged 



with aggravated assault and burglary charges last year.   As part of his 
release conditions, Duber ordered Williams not to enter the city of Globe 
unless it was to come to court, meet with his attorney or for a scheduled job 
interview somewhere on the other side of Globe.  The Arizona Civil Liberties 
Union is reviewing the case. 
 
In April, a bar complaint filed by Judge Duber against Chief Deputy County 
Attorney Shawn C. Fuller was dismissed in Phoenix.  After hearing from 
witnesses called by the State Bar, Presiding Disciplinary Judge William J 
O’Neill quickly ruled the charges were unfounded.  He dismissed them with 
prejudice before Fuller was asked to present a defense. Talk was largely in 
favor of Fuller, with residents expressing concern about how the courts were 
run.  But Judge Duber had supporters as well.   
 
Upcoming elections were less in the news than expected, though 
advertisements for candidates appear across all media and on lawn signs 
and car stickers. There is a wide field of candidates, but little interest by the 
public has been shown as yet.   
 
Budgets were in the news this quarter from Gila County, the city of Globe 
and the town of Miami. All emphasized no new taxes or an increase in 
existing taxes, and all focused on how to increase income and decrease 
expenses.  All local entities are continually seeking grant money which is the 
largest sector of the budget.   
 
The county sales tax was also a topic of discussion. It will not be going up.  
But Gila County is strongly supporting a ballot issue to renew the half-cent 
transportation excise tax. Voters will decide in November.   The tax has been 
around for 20 years. When it first came up, local politicians in various 
municipalities shunned it, pandering for voters.  Now that it is apparent how 
well the money has been used on local road projects, there is less fear about 
voter reaction by supporting it.  If it passes, some of the county money will 
be shared with incorporated communities backing the tax.  
 
A new work plan from the Southern Gila County Economic Development 
Corporation was unveiled. It did not mention better broadband availability, 
which is seen as a stumbling block to local economic development.  SGCEDC 
continues to have a generally poor reputation among residents. Efforts to 
change that continue with the appointment of Globe City Manager Brent 
Billingsley as president.  
 
The Mexican Wolf Project was also a topic of discussion.  Gila County 
disagrees with the US Fish and Wildlife plan to release 1500 wolves here. A 



counter-proposal was made, asking the population be stabilized and capped 
at 300.  
 
Forest fires continue to be an area of concern.  Gila County Supervisor 
Tommi Martin, with a strong Natural Resources background, disagrees with 
federal regulations that lead to overgrowth. In Arizona’s rim country 1.3 
million acres were scorched between 1990 and 2001. It was the 2006 fire 
with 4,000 acres involved resulting in $3 million in damages across Gila 
County that spurred Martin’s candidacy.  Gila County has approximately 
5,000 square miles.  96% is federal (Forest or Indian Reservations).  Of the 
remaining 4%, over half belongs to the mines.  That leaves 1 and a half 
percent of private land.  1% is in Southern Gila County, ½% is in the north.  
And that ½ percent represents 70% of county property tax and it is 100% 
vulnerable to forest fire.   In 2006, the area was rate #1 in America for 
potential fire risk.   
 
Gila County has about 100 fires a year, primarily from campfires and 
lightning strikes.   Once a fire reaches a certain size, there are outside 
resources, but initially, it’s the county that must fight the blazes.  Martin 
continues to push for returning the forests to health through a cooperative 
effort involving industry.  Martin claims while money isn’t in the county 
coffers, it is in the economy. She feels, and many residents agree, that 
private partners should be sought. 
 
The long talked about and feared prospect of a Route 60 bypass will not 
happen. Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) assured residents 
that the plan is dead for the foreseeable future. The big concern is that the 
loss of through traffic resulting from the highway being rerouted would have 
a substantial negative impact on the local economy.  Residents were 
relieved.   There is a new $45 million project along Route 60 which will 
widen more portions of it to 4 lanes. 
 
Mining continues to be vital to the local economy.  Freeport McMoran 
awarded several funding grants this quarter.  After delays and review, 
Desert Fox Van Dyke Company began test drilling on Miami town property.  
The tests are needed to confirm the copper content under the town, which 
appears sizable.  And Resolution Copper gave several presentations 
throughout the Globe-Miami area, updating residents, bureaucrats and 
elected officials on the mine project.  Over a billion dollars has been spent to 
date on gaining approval for the mine.  The biggest obstacle is coming from 
the Native American community, which sees some of the land as sacred 
sites. However, historians believe that such sites did not exist before very 
recent times.  If approved, Resolution Copper will be the largest copper mine 



in the United States, providing 3,700 local jobs. Resolution is active in its 
economic support for the Miami-Globe area.   
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