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KQSS aired ten local newscasts each weekday, six in the morning (6:00, 
6:30, 7:00, 7:30, 8:00, 8:30), four in the afternoon (3:30, 4:00, 4:30, 
5:00) for a total of 650 regularly scheduled live newscasts this Quarter.  
Breaking news of major importance was handled with immediacy, breaking 
into programming as needed.  Summertime saw several power outages and 
KQSS was often the only station on the air in the community.  Information 
about the outages was presented as soon as APS made that information 
available. 
 
Weather was a concern, as it is every summer during the monsoon season.  
While rains were plentiful, the anticipated flooding did not materialize. 
However, the amount of water led to a noticeable mosquito season. 
 
News emphasis remained on local issues and items of importance to the 
community.  Job openings were regularly featured, as were daily police 
reports, lunch menus for schools and senior centers, weather forecasts and 
public service announcements. 
 
Public Service Announcements were aired both within newscasts and as 
stand-alone features. This past quarter, KQSS aired more than 1480 
individual public service announcements.  The station policy is to accept and 
air all public service announcements from any community-oriented entity, be 
it a non-profit organization, or a commercial business that is engaging in a 
charitable event.  
 
KQSS covers local government meetings including the Gila County Board of 
Supervisors, the Globe City Council, the Miami Town Council, the Globe 
Unified School District and the Miami Unified School District, as well as 
economic development boards and other committees formed in the Globe-
Miami area.  Reviews of material covered are aired during newscasts. 
 
Additionally KQSS makes use of the internet to archive news and items of 
community interest on Gila1019.com.  Comment sections are made available 
for every story, and lively public debate often ensues. 
 
This quarter, the City of Globe updated its 20-year plan, covering 2015 
through 2035.  Unveiled in several venues including Globe City Council 
meetings, most notable to some residents was the absence of even a 



mention of better broadband speed, reliability or connectivity. Increasingly 
crucial to the growth of small communities, concern about this oversight was 
a topic of discussion and reporting. 
 
The rate paid for water was a major topic of discussion as RUCO, the Arizona 
Residential Utility Consumer Office, tasked with protecting residents from 
utility abuse, claimed that a decision rendered by the ACC (Arizona 
Corporation Commission which oversees utility companies), will allow the 
Arizona Water Company to charge twice for the same upgrade, by approving 
both a rate hike and an inflated return on equity.   AZ Water contends 
double billing will not take place.  For the time being it’s academic, as no 
rate hike has been requested for Globe or Miami, but even in areas where 
increases were requested, the amount is 3 cents a day per residence.  
 
Water issues are very important to both Globe and Miami, particularly the 
failing sewer systems.  Miami’s problems have seemingly been addressed 
with a multimillion-dollar, multi-phase grant, however this quarter it was 
revealed that due to the town’s astonishing lack of financial records, funding 
from the grant may be delayed until Miami can produce acceptable audits for 
the fiscal years ending in June 2012, June 2013 and June 2014. 
 
The 2010 annual audit was a hot topic of discussion this quarter, as the 
auditor was unable to sign off on it.  CPA Scott Powell termed it the worst 
financial mess he’s ever seen. It’s not that he saw evidence of malfeasance.  
There just weren’t enough records to back up any of the numbers.  Of the 
records that do exist, Powell warned that the use of funds earmarked for 
transportation projects, was a growing problem. The 2010 audit showed that 
borrowing from the transportation funds exceeded $600,000.  His prediction 
was that by 2014, that amount might have exceeded a million dollars.  This 
is a grave issue for the Town of Miami, as funds were not misspent 
frivolously.  More often they were used to cover urgent necessities such as 
town payroll, leaving many with mixed feelings about the problem, and 
adding to the belief long held by numerous county and town residents that 
they would be better served if Miami were administratively dissolved. 
 
Miami is further plagued by the recent election defeat of Proposition 402, 
which would have granted it a permanent base adjustment.  Due 
requirements of Arizona law, municipalities can not spend more than their 
1979/1980 budget, unless they adopt an alternative spending limitation, 
which is temporary, or seek a permanent base adjustment.  Failure to do so 
results in significant fines, which the town of Miami is still subject to, from a 
previous violation.  The problem with the alternatives is that they must be 
voted on by the public.  And often the public does not understand how this 
law works.  When selecting a permanent base adjustment, the amount 



requested should be significantly more than is currently needed, to take into 
account future changes.  That amount is often shockingly high to voters. But 
regardless of the amount selected, no municipality can spend more money 
than it has.  So it is not the case where voters are choosing to send their 
towns into overspending.  But making that understandable is a challenge, 
and one Miami lost this quarter.  It was a close election, so a recount is 
being held, the results of which will be revealed in the 4th quarter. 
 
This quarter brought news from Gila County that the long-standing tax bill 
problems had been resolved.  Whether that is the case will be known in the 
4th quarter, but many residents remain unconvinced due to the number of 
years that incorrect billing has affected them. 
 
The Economic Development Corporation began the planning for its 
Wayfinding project, an effort to promote tourism in the region.  Dubbed the 
“Copper Circle”, routes, attractions and recreation opportunities are to be 
highlighted. KQSS contributed a website and its contents, Coppercircle.com. 
 
Globe High School celebrated it’s centennial in September.  There were 
several related events including a football game between Globe and Miami 
high schools.   US hero, Captain Jimmy Lopez, one of the 52 Americans 
taken hostage in Iran in 1979, who was instrumental in the release and 
safety of others, returned to his alma mater to give speeches and handle the 
coin toss before the game.  The events took place during the same week as 
the Gila County Fair.  KQSS sponsored the Gila Idol contest, a talent 
competition with semi- finals all summer at various venues, and the finals on 
the last day of the fair.   
 
Primary elections were held in August, and for many races, the winner of the 
primary will not face opposition in November, as several, like choices for 
Superior Court Judge, had candidates from only one party.   
 
A “Made in Rural America Regional Forum” was hosted in Payson. KQSS 
covered the event, which was part of a White House initiative.  KQSS also 
covered “Empowering Rural Arizona”, a two day forum held in Miami.   
Interviews with several participants from both forums were aired.    KQSS 
also covered the “Bawdy Broad Street” old west history tour through 
downtown Globe, and the 4th of July Parade and Summerfest. 
 
 
Placed in the Public File on Friday, October 3, 2014.  


