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WTVP-TV ASCERTAINMENT 
PROGRAM-PROBLEMS LIST 
OCTOBER-DECEMBER, 2012 

 
Government/Politics/Public Affairs 
 
PBS NewsHour Debates: A Special Report 
2012 Presidential Debate 
Jim Lehrer, executive editor of PBS NewsHour, moderates the first Presidential debate 
between candidates Barack Obama and Mitt Romney from Denver, Colorado. 
Wednesday, Oct. 3, 2012 8 p.m. 120 minutes PBS 
 
Washington Week 
PBS' longest-running public affairs series, hosted by Gwen Ifill, features Washington's 
top journalists analyzing the week's top news stories and their effect on Americans. 
Fridays, Oct. 5-Dec. 28, 2012 7 p.m. 30 minutes each PBS 
 
Need To Know 
This weekly series reinvents the television newsmagazine. Throughout the week, stories 
are developed online and invite input and interaction from the online community. On air, 
the Friday night television broadcast showcases documentary-style reports, short 
features, studio-based interviews, and more.  
Sundays, Oct. 7-Dec. 30, 2012 10 p.m. 30 minutes each PBS 
 
Frontline – The Choice 
It’s been called the starkest choice in years, between two men with sharply 
different backgrounds, views, and prescriptions for fixing the country’s 
problems. Mitt Romney and Barack Obama have spent hundreds of millions 
of dollars to tell their own stories, but in The Choice 2012, FRONTLINE goes 
far beyond the headlines on a journey deep into their worlds, among their 
friends and family, critics, and closest colleagues, to understand what drives 
these men. Based on dozens of new interviews and hundreds of hours of 
research, FRONTLINE’s authoritative profiles that emerge are also a portrait 
of America in an era of uncertainty–and a guide to the choices that lie ahead. 
Tuesday, Oct. 9, 8 p.m. and Fridays, Oct. 26 & Nov. 2, at 8 & 9 p.m. 120 minutes PBS 
 
PBS NewsHour Debates: A Special Report 
2012 Vice Presidential Debate 
Martha Raddatz, senior foreign affairs correspondent, ABC News, moderates the 
candidate debate between Joe Biden and Paul Ryan from Centre College in Danville, 
Kentucky. 
Wednesday, Oct. 11, 2012 8 p.m. 120 minutes PBS 
 
PBS NewsHour Debates: A Special Report 
2012 Presidential Debate 
Candy Crowley, CNN chief political correspondent and anchor, moderates the second 
Presidential town meeting-style debate between the candidates, from Hofstra University 
in Hempstead, New York. 
Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2012 8 p.m. 120 minutes PBS 
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46th District State Senatorial Candidate Debate 
WTVP hosts a live debate between the two candidates vying for the 46th District State 
Senate seat – Incumbent Democrat Dave Koehler and Republican challenger Pat 
Sullivan. H Wayne Wilson moderates. Panelists include WEEK morning anchor Garry 
Moore and Peoria Journal Star political columnist Chris Kaergard. 
Thursday, Oct. 18, 2012 8 p.m. 60 minutes WTVP 
 
PBS NewsHour Debates: A Special Report 
2012 Presidential Debate 
Bob Schieffer, chief Washington correspondent, CBS News, and host of “Face the 
Nation,” moderates the third Presidential debate, focusing on foreign policy, from Boca 
Raton, Florida. 
Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2012 8 p.m. 120 minutes PBS 
 
17th IL Congressional District Candidate Debate 
WTVP hosts a live debate between the two candidates vying for the 17th Congressional 
District seat – Incumbent Republican Bobby Schilling and challenger Democrat Cheri 
Bustos. H Wayne Wilson moderates. Panelists include Herb Trix, news director at WVIK 
radio in the Quad Cities, Alex Rusciano of Peoria public radio station WCBU and Camille 
Ivy-O'Donnell, a student at Bradley University. 
Thursday, Oct. 25, 2012 8 p.m. 60 minutes WTVP 
 
Frontline – Big Sky, Big Money       
In a special investigation in collaboration with Marketplace, FRONTLINE 
travels to the remote epicenter of the campaign finance debate for a tale of 
money, politics, and intrigue. How has the Supreme Court’s Citizens United 
decision changed campaigns in America? Ask Montana, which has tried to 
challenge the ruling in court, is investigating alleged campaign abuses, and is 
playing host to a bitter race that could decide control of the U.S. Senate. 
FRONTLINE also goes deep inside the Romney and Obama campaigns to 
uncover how data collected from millions of Americans is being used by both 
camps to target their messages, get out the vote, and shape the election. 
Tuesday, Oct. 30, 2012 8:30 p.m. 60 minutes PBS 
 
At Issue–City of Peoria #2504 
At Issue host H Wayne Wilson discusses Peoria issues with Mayor Jim Ardis and City 
Manager Patrick Urich. (Repeats Sunday at 4:30 p.m.) 
Thursday, Nov. 1, 2012 8:30 p.m. 30 minutes WTVP 
 
Election 2012: What’s at Stake 
This special focuses on the most important issues at stake in the 2012 election. It is a 
collaboration between "Need to Know," "PBS NewsHour," "Frontline" and "Washington 
Week." 
Friday, Nov. 2, 2012 8 p.m. 60 minutes PBS 
 
At Issue–Illinois Judicial System #2505 
Host H Wayne Wilson talks with Chief Justice Thomas Kilbride of the Illinois Supreme 
Court. (Repeats Sunday at 4:30 p.m.) 
Thursday, Nov. 8, 2012 8:30 p.m. 30 minutes WTVP 
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At Issue–Illinois Legislative Veto Session #2506 
Host H. Wayne Wilson talks about the upcoming state legislative veto session with Don 
Moffitt (R) - State Representative, Gilson; Jehan Gordon-Booth (D) - State 
Representative, Peoria; Darin LaHood (R) - State Senator, Peoria; Dave Koehler (D) - 
State Senator, Peoria. (Repeats Sunday at 4:30 p.m.) 
Thursday, Nov. 15, 2012 8:30 p.m. 30 minutes WTVP 
 
Illinois Lawmakers “Fall 2012 Veto Session” 
The Illinois General Assembly returns to Springfield to consider overriding Gov. Pat 
Quinn’s vetoes of a massive gaming expansion bill and spending measures to keep 
several state prisons open. 
Sunday, Dec. 9, 2012 4 p.m. 30 minutes IPBC 
 
First Freedom: The Fight for Religious Liberty 
The right of freedom of religion in the United States instigated a fundamental shift in 
human history. No other aspect of the American Revolution was as intrepid in its own 
time, or ultimately, as influential worldwide. This program profiles the generation of 
colonial Americans who raised the ideal of religious freedom to the level of a 
fundamental human right. And it honors those founders who could not rest until it was 
carved into law. 
Tuesday, Dec. 18, 2012 7 p.m. 90 minutes PBS 

 
Health/Science/Technology 
 
Interesting People – Stephen Ferguson 
Host Ed Sutkowski talks with Stephen L. Ferguson, Esq., chairman of the Board of Cook 
Incorporated, a Bloomington, Indiana based privately held manufacturer of medical 
devices.  
Friday, Oct. 5, 2012 7:30 p.m. 30 minutes WTVP 
 
NOVA scienceNOW – What Makes Us Human? 
David Pogue explores the traits we once thought were uniquely human - language, tool-
making, even laughter - to uncover their evolutionary roots. He traces some of the 
crucial steps that transformed cave men to accountants - and learns how much of his 
own DNA came from a Neanderthal ancestor.  
Wednesday, Oct. 10, 2012 9 p.m. 60 minutes PBS 
 
Phoenix Mars Mission: Onto the Ice 
This program follows the international team of talented and dedicated scientists, 
engineers and researchers as they work to land on Mars - from practice landings with 
simulated catastrophic errors through the heart-pounding, seven-minute descent onto 
the Red Planet. 
Sunday, Oct. 14, 2012 4 p.m. 60 minutes APT 
 
NOVA scienceNOW – Can Science Stop Crime? 
David Pogue learns the latest techniques, from unraveling the clues embedded in a 
decomposing corpse, to detecting lies by peering directly into a suspect's brain, to 
tracking the creation of a criminal mind.   
Wednesday, Oct. 17, 2012 9 p.m. 60 minutes PBS 
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POV – Sun Kissed 
When a Navajo couple discovers their children have a disorder that makes exposure to 
sunlight fatal, they also learn their reservation is a hotbed for this rare genetic disease. 
Why? "Sun Kissed" follows Dorey and Yolanda Nez as they confront cultural taboos, 
tribal history and their own unconventional choices to learn the shocking truth: the 
consequences of the Navajos' Long Walk -- their forced relocation by the U.S. military in 
1864 -- are far from over.  
Sunday, Oct. 21, 2012 11 p.m. 60 minutes PBS 
 
NOVA – Ultimate Mars Challenge 
It could be NASA's last chance to set wheels down on Mars until the end of the decade: 
in August 2012, a rover named Curiosity will touch down inside Mars' Gale Crater, 
carrying 10 new instruments that will advance the quest for signs that Mars might have 
once been suitable for life. 
Wednesday, Nov. 14, 2012 8 p.m. 60 minutes PBS 
 
Interesting People 
Host Ed Sutkowski talks with Dr. Benita Katzenellenbogen, Swanlund Professor of 
Molecular and Integrative Physiology, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. Dr. 
Katzenellenbogen was named the recipient of the 2011 Women in Endocrinology Mentor 
Award. She is an internationally recognized scientist in the field of molecular 
endocrinology, with a focus on estrogen signaling and breast cancer.  
Friday, Nov. 16, 2012, 7:30 p.m. 30 minutes WTVP 
 
Interesting People 
Don Carrel has been living with AIDS since 1995. He suspects he was infected with HIV 
in 1981. Thirty years later, less than 2% of people with HIV worldwide have lived long 
enough to share their stories. While lying in a hospital bed with pneumocystis 
pneumonia - the most common form of death for someone with AIDS - Don had a 
riveting dream that would dramatically change his life and possibly the lives of more than 
150,000 teenagers. 
Friday, Nov. 23, 2012, 7:30 p.m. 30 minutes WTVP 
 
Nova 
Hunting the Edge of Space: The Ever Expanding Universe 
In this miniseries, NOVA examines how a simple instrument, the telescope, has 
fundamentally changed our understanding of our place in the universe. What began as a 
curiosity -- two spectacle lenses held a foot apart -- ultimately revolutionized human 
thought across science, philosophy and religion. 
Wednesday, Dec. 5, 2012 8 P.M. 60 Minutes PBS 
 
Inside Nature’s Giants – Giant Squid        
This series shows experts performing dissection on some of nature's largest animals, 
including whales and lions. It attempts to uncover the secrets of the animals examined. 
Joy Reidenberg and Mark Evans fly out to New Zealand to join a team of experts and 
dissect a rare specimen of a giant squid and a bizarre octopus that inhabits the 'midnight 
zone' close to a mile deep, where there is no light at all.  
Wednesday, Dec. 5, 2012 9 p.m. 60 minutes PBS 
 
Independent Lens – We Were Here 
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When AIDS came to San Francisco in the early 1980s, the city became a war zone. 
Friends and family members were struck down in their prime by a mostly mysterious 
illness for which there was no cure. But the community came together when the nation's 
leaders looked the other way and built an unprecedented system of love, care, and 
compassion. Their tireless fight is a testament to the capacity of people working together 
to rise to an unthinkable occasion.   
Sunday, Dec. 9, 2012 10:30 p.m. 90 minutes PBS 
 
Interesting People 
Host Ed Sutkowski’s guests are Physicians Stephen Cullinan and James Gerstner. 
Friday, Dec. 14, 2012, 7:30 p.m. 30 minutes WTVP 
 
At Issue–Healthcare Services #2508 
Host H. Wayne Wilson talks with: Dr. Keith Knepp, Vice President, Methodist Medical 
Center; Dr. Steve Hippler, Vice President, OSF Medical Group; Colleen Kannaday, 
President, Advocate BroMenn Medical Center about healthcare in Central Illinois. 
(Repeats Sunday at 4:30 p.m.) 
Thursday, Dec. 20, 2012 8:30 p.m. 30 minutes WTVP 
 
Independent Lens – Lives Worth Living 
Fred Fay's life proves that one man can change the world, even though he has to lie flat 
on his back just to stay alive. This program looks at Fay's struggle to survive after a 
spinal cord injury and the small group of dedicated activists who formed the Disability 
Rights Movement to drive the nation towards equal rights. 
Sunday, Dec. 23, 2012 11 p.m. 60 minutes PBS 
 

Business/Finance 
 
Nightly Business Report 
A series designed to give viewers a context and analysis of the day’s business news so 
that they can make better financial decisions. 
Monday-Friday, Oct. 1-Dec. 31, 2012 5:30 p.m. 30 minutes each PBS   
 
America’s Heartland  
This 22-part series celebrates United States agriculture by spotlighting the diverse group 
of men and women, who grow the country’s crops, raise its livestock, tend its nurseries 
and prepare its good. The series portrays the works of agriculture, horticulture and 
aquaculture through fascinating stores and characters, innovative ideas and enticing 
travel destinations. 
Thursdays, Oct. 4-Dec. 27, 2012 11:30 a.m. 30 minutes each APT 
 
At Issue–Planned Giving #2503 
Karen Stumpe – Kavanagh Scully Sudow White and Frederick; Mark Roberts – 
Community Foundation of Central Illinois; and, Mary Etrick – PNC Bank discuss potential 
changes to laws affecting estates with Host H. Wayne Wilson and answer viewer 
questions about planned giving live from the WTVP Studio. (Repeats Sunday at 4:30 
p.m.) 
Thursday, Oct. 4, 2012 8:30 p.m. 30 minutes WTVP 
 
Consuelo Mack WealthTrack 
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Hosted by Consuelo Mack, one of the most experienced business journalists in 
television, Consuelo Mack WealthTrack brings the best investment advice from the best 
brains in the business to public television viewers. The half-hour programs are devoted 
to the broad world of investing – from stocks and bonds to condos and collectibles. 
Sundays, Oct. 7-Dec. 30, 2012 Noon 30 minutes each PBS  
 
Market to Market 
Hosted by Mike Pearson, nationally recognized for his agribusiness and rural expertise, 
Market to Market continues its tradition of solid reporting on the issues confronting farm 
country and expert analysis of major commodity markets that fuel the rural economy. 
Sundays, Oct. 7-Dec. 30, 2012 1 p.m. 30 minutes each Iowa Public TV 
 
Independent Lens – As Goes Janesville 
From the day the GM factory closes through a showdown with national resonance at the 
state capitol, "As Goes Janesville" traces the impact of the economic crisis on the people 
of Janesville, Wisconsin. The film records two years in the lives of laid-off workers, 
business leaders and elected officials all trying to reinvent their lives and their 
Midwestern town amid the closure of their GM plant and America's worst economic crisis 
since the Great Depression. 
Monday, Oct. 8, 2012 9 p.m. 60 minutes PBS 
 
Interesting People 
Host Ed Sutkowski talks with Donald Fites, chairman and chief executive officer of 
Caterpillar Inc. from June 1990 until his retirement in February 1999.  
Friday, Oct. 19, 2012 7:30 p.m. 30 minutes WTVP 
 
Interesting People 
Host Ed Sutkowski interviews Gail Fosler, president of The Conference Board, Inc., a 
global research and business membership organization. 
Friday, Nov. 9, 2012 7:30 p.m. 30 minutes WTVP 
 
Independent Lens 
Park Avenue: Money, Power & the American Dream 
Academy Award-winning filmmaker Alex Gibney ("Taxi to the Dark Side," "Enron: The 
Smartest Guys in the Room") presents his take on the gap between rich and poor 
Americans. Gibney contends that America's richest citizens have "rigged the game in 
their favor," and created unprecedented inequality in the United States. As of 2010, the 
400 richest Americans controlled more wealth than the bottom 50 percent of the 
populace -- 150 million people. In the film, Gibney explains why he believes upward 
mobility is increasingly out of reach for the poor. 
Sunday, Nov. 18, 2012 11 p.m. 60 minutes PBS 
 
At Issue–Amtrak Chairman Tom Carper #2507 
The Chairman of Amtrak, Tom Carper, will discuss high speed rail in Illinois, passenger 
rail subsidies and a possible rail link between Peoria and Normal. (Repeats Sunday at 
4:30 p.m.) 
Thursday, Dec. 6, 2012 8:30 p.m. 30 minutes WTVP 
 
Environment 
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Nature – Kilauea: Mountain of Fire 
Kilauea, on Hawaii's Big Island, is the world's most active volcano. Its latest eruption 
began in 1983 and it hasn't stopped since. Since that time, it has created 544 acres of 
new land and consumed 200 homes. But as we watch nature's own fireworks display 
and witness the devastation wrought by flowing lava, we've also been able to observe a 
process that's central to life on these islands. 
Wednesday, Oct. 3, 2012 7 p.m. 60 minutes PBS 
 
Nature – Wolverine: Chasing the Phantom 
NATURE takes viewers into the secretive world of the largest and least known member 
of the weasel family to reveal who this dynamic little devil truly is. Hard-wired to endure 
an environment of scarcity, the wolverine is one of the most efficient and resourceful 
carnivores on Earth. 
Wednesday, Oct. 17, 2012 7 p.m. 60 minutes PBS 
 
Frontline – Climate of Doubt 
Four years ago, climate change was hot. Politicians from both parties, 
pressed by an anxious public, seemed poised to act. But that was then. 
Today, public opinion about the climate issue has cooled, and politicians 
either ignore the issue or loudly proclaim their skepticism of scientific 
evidence that human activity is imperiling the planet. What’s behind this 
reversal? FRONTLINE correspondent John Hockenberry of PRI’s The 
Takeaway goes inside the organizations that fought the scientific 
establishment, environmental groups, and lawmakers to shift the direction of 
debate on climate issues and redefined the politics of global warming. 
Tuesday, Oct. 23, 2012 9 p.m. 60 minutes PBS 
 
Nature – Magic of the Snowy Owl 
This episode explores the world of the snowy owl, a bird recently made popular by 
Hedwig, Harry Potter's faithful companion. Turning fantasy into reality, "Magic of the 
Snowy Owl" takes an intimate look at how these majestic birds survive in one of the 
most isolated and inhospitable places on the planet. Noted wildlife filmmaker Fergus 
Beeley ("Jungle Eagle") takes viewers deep into the "snowy's" tundra home on the North 
Slope of Alaska to observe the daily struggles involved in raising a family of helpless 
chicks until they are able to fly. Viewers will discover that these strikingly beautiful Arctic 
owls - essentially eagles, falcons and owls rolled into one - have a magic of their own. 
Wednesday, Oct. 24, 2012 7 p.m. 60 minutes PBS 
  
POV – Nostalgia for the Light 
This program is a meditation on memory, history and eternity. Chile's remote Atacama 
Desert, 10,000 feet above sea level, provides clear views of the heavens. But it also 
holds secrets from the past in its arid soil: human remains, from pre-Columbian 
mummies to the bones of political prisoners "disappeared" during the Pinochet 
dictatorship. In this otherworldly place, earthly and celestial quests meld: archaeologists 
dig for ancient civilizations, women search for their loved ones and astronomers scan 
the skies for new galaxies.  
Sunday, Oct. 28, 2012 10:30 p.m. 90 minutes PBS 
 
Nature – Raccoon Nation 
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Are we, in an effort to outwit raccoons, actually making them smarter and unwittingly 
contributing to their evolutionary success? Are the ever more complex obstacles that our 
fast-paced urban world throws at them actually pushing the development of raccoon 
brains? In this film, scientists from around the world share their thoughts and work to 
help explore this scientific theory. Attempting to do something that has never been done 
before, they closely follow a family of urban raccoons as they navigate the complex 
world of a big city. 
Wednesday, Oct. 31, 2012 7 p.m. 60 minutes PBS 
 
Nature – Animal Odd Couples 
A tiger cub with no mother in sight. A baby hippo. An abandoned meerkat pup. Without 
nurturing, these infants face certain death. Enter stories of the most unlikely cross-
species relationships imaginable: a chimp bottle-feeding a tiger cub; a giant tortoise 
snuggling a baby hippo; a black crow parenting a meerkat. Aberrations of nature? 
Instincts gone awry? Does this kind of bonding form only when animals are removed 
from their natural environments? Or are they evidence of a broad array of emotions 
among animals? This film will look at these remarkable relationships firsthand, and 
through caregivers, biologists and animal behaviorists, explore what they suggest about 
the nature of animal emotions. 
Wednesday, Nov. 7, 2012 7 p.m. 60 minutes PBS 
 
Nature – An Original Duckumentary 
This story follows a wood duck family and discovers how a male and female create a 
bond, migrate together across thousands of miles, nurture and protect a brood of chicks 
and come full circle as they head to their wintering grounds. But our stars are just one of 
some 150 species of ducks. They come in all shapes and sizes and abilities - some are 
dabblers popping in and out of the surface of a glass lake and others swim with powerful 
webbed feet underwater. They fly through the air on short, stubby wings, traveling in 
large, energy-efficient formations over thousands of miles. Some are noisy and 
gregarious, others shy and elusive. 
Wednesday, Nov. 14, 2012 7 p.m. 60 minutes PBS 
 
The Dust Bowl 
In this series, Ken Burns and producer Dayton Duncan chronicle the environmental 
catastrophe that, throughout the 1930s, destroyed the Great Plains, turned prairies into 
desserts and unleashed a pattern of massive deadly dust storms. 
Sunday and Monday, Nov. 18 & 19, 2012 7 p.m. 240 minutes PBS 
 
Nature – Is that Skunk? 
It’s a familiar but mysterious creature in woods and neighborhoods all across America. 
Its infamous weapon is one of the most awful scents in all of nature. Now, intrepid 
researchers and cameramen track skunks day and night across California, New Mexico, 
Ohio, even Martha’s Vineyard, uncovering how they hunt, forage, mate and raise 
amazingly cute baby skunks – all the things they’re up to when they’re not spraying local 
dogs. 
Wednesday, Dec. 5, 2012 7 p.m. 60 minutes PBS 
 
Nature – Revealing the Leopard 
Leopards are the ultimate cat. They are the most feline, the most intelligent, the most 
dangerous and, until recently, one of the least understood. They hunt from South Africa 
to Siberia, from Arabia to Sri Lanka, and are the most widespread predator of their size 
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on land. A leopard is a cat that walks by itself, unseen, secretive. Leopards are the 
beautiful killers that live in the shadows. 
Wednesday, Dec. 12, 2012 7 p.m. 60 minutes PBS 
   
Nature – Wild Balkans 
Thick forests, vast wetlands, deep chasms - this is a wild place that belongs more to 
myth than reality. The landscape looks as if it was taken straight from Tolkien's "Lord of 
the Rings." But here there are neither orcs nor elves; rather, bears and wolves. This is 
not Middle Earth; rather it is middle Europe - the Balkans. The landscape is still 
untouched and in it are wild animals that have all but vanished from the rest of Europe. 
Wednesday, Dec. 26, 2012 7 p.m. 60 minutes PBS 
 

Youth/Education 
 
Design Squad Nation 
This series, hosted by professional engineers Judy Lee and Adam Vollmer, is about 
making kids' dreams come true through engineering. As engineers Judy and Adam use 
their know-how to help kids across the country and around the world design and build 
creations.  
Sundays, Oct. 7-Dec. 30, 2012 5 p.m. 30 minutes each PBS 
 
Biz Kid$ 
In this fun, fast-paced TV series, kids teach kids about money and entrepreneurship. 
Created for school-aged children, each half-hour episode features several young 
business owners and philanthropists who share their success stories. 
Sundays, Oct. 7–Dec. 30, 2012 5:30 p.m. 30 minutes each PBS 
 
Frontline – Poor Kids 
These are hard times in the Quad Cities, a great American crossroads along the border 
of Iowa and Illinois, where the Mississippi River intersects Interstate 80. It’s home to 
John Deere manufacturing and the nation’s breadbasket. But it’s also an area deeply 
scarred by the Recession. FRONTLINE spent months following three young girls who 
are growing up against the backdrop of their families’ struggles against financial ruin. 
The result is an intimate portrait of the economic crisis as it’s rarely seen, through the 
eyes of children. At a time when one in five American kids lives below the poverty line, 
Poor Kids is an unflinching and revealing exploration of what poverty means to children, 
and to the country’s future. 
Tuesday, Nov. 20, 2012 9 p.m. 60 minutes PBS 
 
Arthur’s Perfect Christmas  
This holiday favorite returns with a look at how all different families in Elmwood celebrate 
the winter holidays. The only problem is, just as in real life, perfection is hard to attain, 
and things start to fall apart. 
Wed., Nov. 21, 6 a.m. and 3 p.m., rpts Nov. 23 6 a.m., Nov. 25 8 a.m. 60 minutes PBS 
 
Curious George: A Very Monkey Christmas 
George and The Man with the Yellow Hat are having a wonderful time getting ready for 
Christmas. There’s only one dilemma -- neither of them can figure out what to give the 
other for a present! 
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Wed., Nov. 21, 7 a.m., rpts Nov. 22 8 a.m., Nov. 24 6 a.m., Nov. 25 6 a.m. 60 minutes 
PBS 
 
The Cat in the Hat Knows a Lot About Christmas 
The Cat in the Hat, Nick and Sally are on a journey around the world to help a lost 
reindeer find Christmas. On the way, the Thingamajigger breaks down, and they depend 
on a variety of animals -- from African bush elephants to bottlenose dolphins to red crabs 
-- and their remarkable abilities to help them make an amazing journey home. 
Wed., Nov. 21 at 8 a.m., rpts Nov. 22 & 23 7 a.m., Nov. 24 & 25 at 7 a.m. 60 minutes 
PBS 
 
Frontline – Fast Times at West Philly High 
Students and teachers from West Philadelphia High School, a public high school serving 
one of the most disadvantaged neighborhoods in Philadelphia, defy expectations as they 
design and build two super-hybrid cars for international competition and compete for the 
chance to be part of a technological revolution. 
Tuesday, Dec. 4, 2012 9 p.m. 60 minutes PBS 
 
Interesting People 
Host Ed Sutkowski talks with Robert Vega, a 2012 People Magazine Teacher of the 
Year. 
Friday, Dec. 7, 2012 7:30 p.m. 30 minutes WTVP 
 
Independent Lens – Garbage Dreams 
Filmed over four years, this program follows three teenage boys born into the trash trade 
and growing up in the world's largest garbage village, a ghetto located on the outskirts of 
Cairo. When their community is suddenly faced with the globalization of its trade, each of 
the teenage boys is forced to make choices that will impact his future and the survival of 
his community.  
Sunday, Dec. 16, 2012 11 p.m. 60 minutes PBS 
 
Interesting People 
Host Ed Sutkowski sits down with Monmouth College President Mauri Ditzler. 
Friday, Dec. 28, 2012 7:30 p.m. 30 minutes WTVP 
 

Social Issues 
 
Half the Sky: Turning Oppression into Opportunity for Women Worldwide 
This four-hour special television event uses in-the-moment investigations and 
emotionally explosive storytelling to confront the greatest moral challenge of our time: 
the oppression of women and girls around the world. 
Monday & Tuesday, Oct. 1 & 2, 2012 8 p.m. 240 minutes PBS 
 
Independent Lens – Love Free or Die 
Faith, love, marriage, homosexuality, and the Episcopal Church collide in  
Love Free or Die, a documentary about the first openly gay Bishop, Gene Robinson of 
New Hampshire.  
Sunday, Nov. 4, 2012 11 p.m. 60 minutes PBS 
 
Independent Lens – Solar Mamas 
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Welcome to India's Barefoot College, founded by Bunker Roy to provide rural women 
living in poverty with an education that empowers them to make their communities self-
reliant and sustainable. Rafea -- a 30-year-old Jordanian mother of four -- is traveling 
outside of her village for the first time to attend Barefoot's solar engineering program. 
Once there, she will join women like her from Guatemala, Kenya, Burkina Faso and 
Colombia to learn concrete skills to change their communities.  
Sunday, Nov. 11, 2012 11 p.m. 60 minutes PBS 
 
Frontline: The Suicide Plan 
You have an incurable illness, you want to die, and you want help dying — what can you 
do? People who are terminally ill and live in Oregon or Washington can openly ask a 
doctor for help, but in the rest of country, where physician-assisted suicide is illegal, 
people who are suffering turn in secret to friends, family members, and even activist 
organizations. In this groundbreaking 90-minute film, FRONTLINE explores the hidden 
world of assisted suicide, where the lines between legality and criminality are blurred as 
never before.  
Tuesday, Nov. 13, 2012 9 p.m. 90 minutes PBS 
 
Frontline: The Undertaking 
In this moving and powerful film, FRONTLINE enters the world of Thomas Lynch, a poet 
and undertaker whose family has cared for the dead in a small Michigan town for three 
generations. Through the intimate stories of families coming to terms with grief, mortality, 
and a funeral’s rituals, the film illuminates the heartbreak and beauty in the journey taken 
between the living and the dead when someone dies. 
Tuesday, Dec. 11, 2012 9 p.m. 60 minutes PBS 
 
Frontline: From Jesus to Christ: The First Christians  
Frontline presents the epic story of the rise of Christianity. Drawing upon new and 
sometimes controversial historical evidence, the series transports viewers back two 
thousand years to the time and place where Jesus of Nazareth once lived and preached 
and challenges familiar assumptions and conventional notions about the origins of 
Christianity.   
Tuesdays, Dec. 18 & 25, 2012 8:30 & 9 p.m. 240 minutes PBS 
 
At Issue–Making a Difference #2509 
Host H. Wayne Wilson talks with: Fred Stewart - METEC, Tom Pelger - Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul, Cindy Shuford - Threads, Hope and Love, and Julia Janes - 
CureSearch about local not for profit needs. (Repeats Sunday at 4:30 p.m.) 
Thursday, Dec. 27, 2012 8:30 p.m. 30 minutes WTVP 

 
War/Terror/Crime 
 
POV – Give Up Tomorrow 
As a tropical storm beats down on an island in the Philippines, two sisters leave work 
and never make it home. Paco Larranaga, a 19-year-old student, is sentenced to death 
for their rape and murder, despite overwhelming evidence of his innocence. "Give Up 
Tomorrow" exposes shocking corruption within the judicial system of the Philippines and 
one of the most sensational trials in the country's history. 
Sunday, Oct. 7, 2012 10:30 p.m. 90 minutes PBS 
 



 12

After Newtown 
After the tragedy at Sandy Hook Elementary School, PBS continues to analyze and 
illuminate the issues of access to guns and the politics of gun laws, mental illness in 
young adults, the science of detecting violent impulses and how communities react to 
unspeakable tragedy and begin to heal. The special brings together the resources of the 
PBS NEWSHOUR, FRONTLINE, WASHINGTON WEEK, NEED TO KNOW and NOVA. 
Gwen Ifill anchors the broadcast, which will include studio interviews and insightful 
discussion with regular contributors to WASHINGTON WEEK. 
Friday, Dec. 21, 2012 7 p.m. 60 minutes PBS 
 

Minorities 
 
Voces on PBS – Escaramuza: Riding from the Heart 
A team of first-generation Mexican American girls construct their identities through a 
romanticized equestrian tradition, while facing challenges at home, and escalating 
violence in Mexico.   
Friday, Oct. 5, 2012 9 p.m. 60 minutes PBS 
 
Standing Bear’s Footsteps 
"Standing Bear's Footsteps" is the story of an Indian chief who went to court to prove he 
was a person...and in the process redefined what it means to be an American. 
Monday, Oct. 15, 2012 9 p.m. 60 minutes PBS 
 
Race 2012 
This program is a provocative conversation about race and politics that documents the 
changing face of America, and how that change may affect the country's political future. 
As documented in the 2010 Census, ethnic and racial minorities continue to grow, and 
their impact on America's future -- particularly as it pertains to politics and leadership -- is 
following suit. 
Tuesday, Oct. 16, 2012 7 p.m. 60 minutes PBS 
 

Communications/Media 
 
Interesting People  
Host Ed Sutkowski speaks with Marilyn Webb, Professor of Journalism at Knox College. 
Friday, Oct. 12, 2012 7:30 p.m. 30 minutes WTVP 
 
Running on Empty: The Brain Drain in Local TV News 
Journalism is losing experienced reporters at a record rate. This means less in-depth 
and investigative reporting that help keep you informed. This documentary introduces 
you to some seasoned reporters who were at the top of their game. They share their 
frustrations and challenges as they move on with their lives.  
Sunday, Oct. 14, 2012 11 p.m. 60 minutes NETA 
 
Philosophy on Tap 
In this pilot program, Tim Irwin takes viewers through the history of Western philosophy 
and its various components, introducing founding philosophers and explaining key 
concepts in a surprisingly engaging, informative way. 
Saturday, Nov. 10, 2012 8 p.m. 30 minutes WTVP 


