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WTVP 
Peoria, Illinois 

Quarterly Topic Report 
 

October - December, 2017 
 
AGING 
 
PBS NEWSHOUR WEEKEND 

Length:          30 minutes 
Airdate:         10/14/2017 5:00:00 PM 
Segment Length:  00:24:55 
 

On this edition for Saturday, Oct. 14, fires in northern California leave whole towns devastated and many dead. Later, the 
Systematic rape, widespread burning of homes and killings by the Myanmar government has forced more than half a 
million Rohingya, a long-persecuted and ethnic minority Muslim group, to flee to Bangladesh in the past six weeks. Also, 
baby boomers are struggling to pay off student loans well into retirement age. Hari Sreenivasan anchors from New 
Jersey. 
 
INDEPENDENT LENS, EPISODE TITLE:   MIMI AND DONA 

Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         12/4/2017 10:00:00 PM 
 

Meet an unforgettable mother-daughter duo facing tough choices as they age. For 92-year-old Mimi, still caring for 
disabled 64-year-old daughter Dona, it means that love has run out of time and she must find her daughter a new home. 
 
AGRICULTURE 
 
FRONTLINE, EPISODE TITLE:   WAR ON THE EPA 

Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         10/11/2017 10:00:00 PM 
 

See how Scott Pruitt went from fighting the EPA to running the agency and rolling back years of policy. An investigation 
into the conservative political forces and causes, like climate change skepticism, that propelled Pruitt’s takeover of the 
EPA. 
 
PBS NEWSHOUR 

Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         10/31/2017 6:00:00 PM 
Segment Length:  00:05:49 
 

As childhood obesity soars among low-income communities with limited access to fresh produce, some educators in 
Colorado are combating the problem by joining the farm-to-preschool movement. Now these preschoolers are learning 
their ABCs while picking veggies from the school garden and preparing healthy meals. Special correspondent Cat Wise 
reports. 
 
AFRICA'S GREAT CIVILIZATIONS, EPISODE TITLE:   THE ATLANTIC AGE 

Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         11/11/2017 2:30:00 PM 
 

Gates explores the impact of the Atlantic trading world, giving rise to powerful new kingdoms, but also transatlantic slave 
trade. Learn of the revolutionary movements of the 18th-early 19th centuries, including the advent of the Sokoto 
Caliphate. 
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CRIME/LEGAL ISSUES 
 
PBS NEWSHOUR WEEKEND 

Length:          30 minutes 
Airdate:         10/1/2017 5:00:00 PM 

 
On this edition for Sunday, Oct. 1, progress and setbacks run hand-in-hand in the aftermath of Hurricane Maria in Puerto 
Rico and a new report reveals closed-door hearings and little punishment for sexual assault in the military. Later, in the 
2012 elections, Republicans in Wisconsin won 60 of the 99 Assembly seats, despite Democrats having a majority of the 
statewide vote. The disparity lead to the federal lawsuit Gill v. Whitford, in which plaintiffs alleged that voting districts were 
gerrymandered unconstitutionally. On Tuesday, the Supreme Court will hear arguments. 
 
PBS NEWSHOUR 

Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         10/10/2017 6:00:00 PM 

 
Allegations of sexual harassment and assault by movie mogul Harvey Weinstein continue to emerge as actors like 
Gwyneth Paltrow and Angelina Jolie have come forward to share their experiences, On Tuesday, The New Yorker 
reported new allegations of rape, which Weinstein has denied. Judy Woodruff talks to Ronan Farrow of The New Yorker 
to learn more about the revelations. 
 
FRONTLINE EPISODE TITLE:   WAR ON THE EPA 
 

Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         10/11/2017 10:00:00 PM 

 
See how Scott Pruitt went from fighting the EPA to running the agency and rolling back years of policy. An investigation 
into the conservative political forces and causes, like climate change skepticism, that propelled Pruitt’s takeover of the 
EPA. 
 
CHARLIE ROSE 

Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         10/11/2017 11:00:00 PM 

 
A conversation with Bob Schieffer, whose latest book is called “Overload: Finding the Truth in Today’s Deluge of News.” 
Hari Sreenivasan of PBS NewsHour introduces his 11-part series exploring the nation's opioid crisis. A performance from 
indie musician Mac DeMarco 
 
POV, EPISODE TITLE:   ALMOST SUNRISE 

Length:          120 minutes 
Airdate:         11/13/2017 10:00:00 PM 

 
In an attempt to put haunting combat experiences behind them, two friends embark on a 2,700-mile trek on foot across 
America. The film captures an unprecedented portrait of veterans, one of hope, potential and untold possibilities. 
 
PBS NEWSHOUR 

Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         11/17/2017 6:00:00 PM 

 
As the wife of Alabama Senate candidate Roy Moore again defended him against sexual misconduct accusations, one of 
the former judge's accusers told NBC how he had groped her and the consequences. Meanwhile, President Trump, who 
has also been accused of sexual misconduct, weighed in on a photo of Sen. Al Franken in 2006 seeming to grope a 
sleeping woman. Lisa Desjardins reports. 
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PBS NEWSHOUR 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         12/4/2017 6:00:00 PM 

 
The Friday guilty plea by former national security advisor Michael Flynn touched off a running response from President 
Trump on Robert Mueller's Russia investigation. Taken together, two of the president’s statements could suggest 
interference. P.J. Tobia reports and Miles O’Brien talks to former FBI official Stephanie Douglas and Carol Leonnig of The 
Washington Post. 
 
ECONOMY 
 
POV, EPISODE TITLE:   MOTHERLAND 

Length:          90 minutes 
Airdate:         10/16/2017 10:00:00 PM 
 

Take an absorbingly intimate, verite look at a maternity hospital in the Philippines, the busiest on the planet. In a hospital 
literally bursting with life, witness the miracle and wonder of the human condition. 
 
TAVIS SMILEY 

Length:          30 minutes 
Airdate:         10/16/2017 11:00:00 PM 
Segment Length:  00:13:53 

 
Ben Stein is a respected economist who is known to many as a movie and television personality, but has worked more in 
personal and corporate finance than anywhere else. He has written about finance for Barron's, the Wall Street Journal, the 
New York Times, and Fortune; was one of the chief busters of the junk-bond frauds of the 1980s; has been a longtime 
critic of corporate executives' self-dealing; and has co-written eight finance books. Stein travels the country speaking 
about finance in both serious and humorous ways, and is a regular on CBS's Sunday Morning, CNN, and Fox News. He 
was the 2009 winner of the Malcolm Forbes Award for Excellence in Financial Journalism. Stein also worked as a 
speechwriter for both President Ford and Nixon. 
 
FINDING YOUR ROOTS, EPISODE TITLE:   PURITANS AND PIONEERS 

Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         10/17/2017 8:00:00 PM 

 
Actors Ted Danson, Mary Steenburgen and William H. Macy trace their nonconformist ancestors through American 
conflicts the Civil War and the American Revolution, all the way back to the Puritan establishment. 
 
PBS NEWSHOUR 

Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         10/18/2017 6:00:00 PM 
Segment Length:  00:04:05 

 
President Xi Jinping opened China’s twice-per decade Communist Party Congress on Wednesday hailing the reforms he 
put in place during his first five-year term and sharing his vision for where he hopes to take the nation. William Brangham 
reports on the congress as it prepares to announce Xi’s successor and how new leadership may transform China’s role as 
a global economic partner. 
 
TAVIS SMILEY 

Length:          30 minutes 
Airdate:         11/29/2017 11:00:00 PM 
Segment Length:  00:24:10 
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The Fmr. U.S. Secretary of Labor and professor discusses the GOP’s trillion dollar tax cut and the documentary Saving 
Capitalism based on his book of the same name. Robert Reich, former Labor Secretary under President Bill Clinton, is 
now the chancellor’s professor of public policy at the University of California, Berkeley. Time magazine named him one of 
the 10 most effective Cabinet secretaries of the 20th century. He’s also a senior fellow at the Blum Center for Developing 
Economies, founding editor of The American Prospect magazine, and chairman of Common Cause 
 
PBS NEWSHOUR 

Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         12/13/2017 6:00:00 PM 
Segment Length:  00:08:03 

 
How does the GOP tax plan affect you? You asked, we answer 
 
EDUCATION 
 
WASHINGTON WEEK 

Length:          30 minutes 
Airdate:         10/13/2017 8:00:00 PM 
Segment Length:  00:24:23 

 
After failed attempts in Congress, President Trump made moves to dismantle Obamacare on his own. The panelists 
discussed what the new rules mean for Americans and the future of the law, along with the president’s recent comments 
on the Iran nuclear agreement. 
 
PBS NEWSHOUR 

Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         10/17/2017 6:00:00 PM 
Segment Length:  00:06:58 

 
Education reform has been on the national political agenda for decades, but has significant 
progress ever been made? In his new book, “Addicted to Reform,” former NewsHour education 
correspondent John Merrow chronicles the many attempts. Merrow sits down with Jeffrey Brown to 
discuss his findings and his prescriptions for rescuing public education. 
 
FRONTLINE | PUTIN'S REVENGE 

Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         11/1/2017 10:00:00 PM 
 

How the U.S. struggled to confront Vladimir Putin over Russian involvement in the 2016 election. The film investigates 
how revenge may have motivated Putin to target American democracy, and the U.S. responses under Presidents Obama 
and Trump. 
 
PBS NEWSHOUR 

Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         12/5/2017 6:00:00 PM 
Segment Length:  00:08:41 

 
If there's a shooting at a school, should educators be prepared to shoot back? Across the country, 15 states already allow 
concealed carry of some kind in schools, with lawmakers in many more states considering or having recently debated the 
idea. But all major teacher- and school-employee groups oppose the idea. Special correspondent Kavitha Cardoza of 
Education Week reports. 
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ENVIRONMENT 
 
POV EPISODE TITLE:   THE ISLANDS AND THE WHALES 

Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         10/9/2017 10:00:00 PM 

 
On the isolated Faroe Islands, the longtime whale-hunting practices of the Faroese are threatened by dangerously high 
mercury levels and anti-whaling activists. Like a canary in the mine, their tale sounds a warning to the rest of the world. 
 
 
PBS NEWSHOUR 

Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         10/9/2017 6:00:00 PM 
Segment Length:  00:04:20 

 
In our news wrap Monday, EPA administrator Scott Pruitt confirmed that he will sign a new order ending President 
Obama's Clean Power Plan, which limited carbon emissions from coal-fired power plants. Also, more than a dozen 
wildfires swept across Northern California's wine country. Twenty thousand people were forced to evacuate and an 
estimated 1,500 homes and buildings were destroyed. 
 
PBS NEWSHOUR WEEKEND 

Length:          30 minutes 
Airdate:         11/12/2017 5:00:00 PM 
Segment Length:  00:24:54 

 
On this edition for Sunday, Nov. 12, President Trump arrives in the Philippines, his last stop on a five-nation Asia tour. 
Also, researchers in Hawaii, already a state leader in renewable energy, are using ocean waves to make electricity. 
Megan Thompson anchors from New York. 
 
NATURE EPISODE TITLE:   THE SAGEBRUSH SEA 

Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         12/6/2017 8:00:00 PM 

 
One of the most overlooked ecosystems on the continent consists of a massive sea of sagebrush that stretches across 11 
states in the American West. This spartan yet spectacular landscape supports more than 170 species of hardscrabble 
birds and mammals. Among those that have adapted to survive here are birds found nowhere else: greater sage-grouse 
that lead remarkable lives mostly hidden in the sage. But once each year, males emerge for days on end to strut and 
display as prospective mates for discriminating females, which mate with only one or two of them. Females must then 
raise their chicks on their own, with little food, water or shelter to sustain them, while plenty of predators wait for their 
smallest mistake. Today, they must also contend with wells and pipelines tapping the resources buried deep below. The 
sagebrush and the grouse carry on, but they’re losing ground. 
 
PBS NEWSHOUR 

Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         12/7/2017 6:00:00 PM 
Segment Length:  00:06:32 

 
Wildfires are burning out of control along the Southern California coast. Out of four fires on Thursday, the biggest and 
most destructive blazed its way down to the beach in Ventura County, closing parts of a major freeway. At least 200 
homes and other buildings have been destroyed and forced tens of thousands of people to evacuate. Miles O’Brien learns 
more from John Sepulvado of KQED. 
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HEALTH 
 
PBS NEWSHOUR 

Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         10/20/2017 6:00:00 PM 
Segment Length:  00:11:56 

 
Syndicated columnist Mark Shields and New York Times columnist David Brooks join Hari Sreenivasan to discuss the 
week’s news, including the fracas over President Trump’s condolence call to a Gold Star widow, two former presidents 
and Sen. John McCain express critiques of politics in the Trump era, the president’s reversal on a bipartisan plan to shore 
up health insurance markets and more. 
 
WASHINGTON WEEK 

Length:          30 minutes 
Airdate:         10/20/2017 8:00:00 PM 
Segment Length:  00:24:23 

 
The panelists detailed the circumstances surrounding a deadly ISIS attack on U.S. soldiers in West Africa, Gen. John 
Kelly’s press conference defending President Trump’s phone call to one of the Gold Star widows,  and the wider concerns 
about how families of fallen military members are comforted. 
 
VA: THE HUMAN COST OF WAR 

Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         11/6/2017 9:00:00 PM 
 

Explore the history of the Department of Veterans Affairs, from the troubled beginnings of the Veterans Bureau of 1920s 
to the modern VA system. Learn details of this vast, crucial American institution: its successes, failures and need for 
reforms. 
 
TAVIS SMILEY 

Length:          30 minutes 
Airdate:         11/8/2017 11:00:00 PM 
Segment Length:  00:13:03 

 
The actor discusses is latest film Breathe. Andrew Russell Garfield is an American-British actor who has appeared in 
radio, theatre, film, and television. His early roles include the films Lions for Lambs, The Imaginarium of Doctor 
Parnassus, and Boy A, which garnered him the 2007 BAFTA Television Award for "Best Actor.” 
 
PBS NEWSHOUR 

Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         12/14/2017 6:00:00 PM 
Segment Length:  00:03:44 

 
The Obamacare deadline to sign up for insurance is Friday. Here’s what you need to know 
 
PBS NEWSHOUR 

Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         12/14/2017 6:00:00 PM 
Segment Length:  00:07:49 

 
Fighting the public health threat of counterfeit drugs 
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MINORITIES/CIVIL RIGHTS 
 
FINDING YOUR ROOTS EPISODE TITLE:   THE VANGUARD 

Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         10/24/2017 8:00:00 PM 

 
Author Ta-Nehisi Coates, filmmaker Ava DuVernay, and author and activist Janet Mock see their basic assumptions about 
their families challenged, placing their ancestors ? of all colors ? into the greater context of black history. 
 
FRONTLINE | PUTIN'S REVENGE 

Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         11/1/2017 10:00:00 PM 

 
How the U.S. struggled to confront Vladimir Putin over Russian involvement in the 2016 election. The film investigates 
how revenge may have motivated Putin to target American democracy, and the U.S. responses under Presidents Obama 
and Trump. 
 
INDEPENDENT LENS EPISODE TITLE:   WHAT WAS OURS 

Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         12/3/2017 4:00:00 AM 
Segment Length:  01:00:00 

 
Join a young Arapaho journalist and a teenage powwow princess as they travel with a Shoshone elder to reclaim their 
tribe’s lost artifacts. 
 
NATIONAL POLICTICS/ GOVERNMENT 
 
WASHINGTON WEEK 

Length:          30 minutes 
Airdate:         10/6/2017 8:00:00 PM 
Segment Length:  00:03:17 

 
The identities of the 58 people killed during a shooting at a Las Vegas country music concert were released Thursday 
evening. 
 
CHARLIE ROSE - THE WEEK 

Length:          30 minutes 
Airdate:         10/6/2017 8:30:00 PM 
Segment Length:  00:53:25 

 
A look at President Trump's effort to decertify the Iran nuclear deal. An update on the week in politics with Mike Allen, co-
founder of Axios. A look at the film "Take Every Wave" with director Rory Kennedy and surfer Laird Hamilton. 
 
PBS NEWSHOUR 

Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         12/13/2017 6:00:00 PM 
Segment Length:  00:08:00 

 
What are Alabama voters expecting from Doug Jones? 
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PBS NEWSHOUR 
Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         12/13/2017 6:00:00 PM 
Segment Length:  00:09:31 

 
These numbers explain Doug Jones’ Alabama Senate win. What do they mean for the coming political landscape? 
 
FRONTLINE | PUTIN'S REVENGE 

Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         12/19/2017 10:00:00 PM 

 
How the U.S. struggled to confront Vladimir Putin over Russian involvement in the 2016 election. The film investigates 
how revenge may have motivated Putin to target American democracy, and the U.S. responses under Presidents Obama 
and Trump. 
 
RELIGION ETHICS 
 
TAVIS SMILEY 

Length:          30 minutes 
Airdate:         10/9/2017 11:00:00 PM 
Segment Length:  00:11:43 

 
The journalist discusses the realities of gun violence in America, what has worked and what has not. 
 
AFRICA'S GREAT CIVILIZATIONS  EPISODE TITLE:   THE ATLANTIC AGE 

Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         11/11/2017 2:30:00 PM 
Segment Length:  01:00:00 

 
Gates explores the impact of the Atlantic trading world, giving rise to powerful new kingdoms, but also transatlantic slave 
trade. Learn of the revolutionary movements of the 18th-early 19th centuries, including the advent of the Sokoto 
Caliphate. 
 
PBS NEWSHOUR 

Length:          60 minutes 
Airdate:         12/4/2017 6:00:00 PM 
Segment Length:  00:07:21 

 
During Christmastime at the Vatican, more visitors means added security, especially in the wake of terrorist attacks in 
Paris, London and many other European capitals. In recent days, ISIS has called on lone-wolf terrorists to shed 
"Christmas blood" at the Vatican. Special correspondent Christopher Livesay reports on what Italy learned about deterring 
terrorism from years of tracking the Mafia. 
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LOCALLY-PRODUCED PROGRAMMING 
October 1 – December 31, 2017 

WTVP 
 
At Issue, with H. Wayne Wilson 

Thursdays at 8:30 PM; 10/5/17 – 12/28/17 
News/Interview   30 Minutes 

 
At Issue is WTVP-Public Media's flagship public affairs series. Hosted by media veteran H Wayne Wilson, this weekly 
show provides an in-depth, up-to-the-minute exploration of issues that are important to people throughout Central Illinois. 
 
Consider This with Yvonne Greer 

Fridays at 7:30 PM; 10/6/17 – 12/29/17 
News/Interview    30 Minutes 

 
Consider This features host Yvonne Greer in unconventional conversations with newsmakers and news interpreters. 
 
Illinois Adventure 

Sundays at 4:00 pm; 10/1/17 – 12/24/17 
Nature/Education 30 Minutes 

 
In production since 1987 this award-winning series has become a cornerstone of WTVP's local programming. Shot on 
location throughout the state, ILLINOIS ADVENTURE shows viewers the many interesting places to visit and things to do 
just a few hours from home. From fishing on Lake Michigan to searching out tree frogs in the Cache River swamp to 
visiting long-forgotten towns that are vital parts of Illinois' history, there's something for everyone here. 
 
Musical Discoveries with the PSO 

Sundays at 4:30 pm; 10/1/17 -12/24/17 
Music/Educational 30 Minutes 

 
Musical Discoveries, a series for families from Peoria Symphony Orchestra and WTVP, is inviting kids into the magical 
world of music one instrument at a time. Part performance, part how-to, the series features players from the PSO 
engaging an audience of kids with demonstrations, explanations and hands-on instruction with the various instruments in 
their particular sections. The series is hosted by Maestro George Stelluto and made possible with support from Sid and 
Flo Banwart. 
 
Illinois Lawmakers 

Friday at 7:30 pm;  
News/Interview   30 Minutes 

 
A regular program on current events and issues in Illinois policy and politics, Illinois Lawmakers is produced in partnership 
by WSIU-TV Carbondale, WTVP-TV Peoria, and Illinois Public Media, Urbana. 
 
Sound Bites with Peoria Symphony Orchestra 

Varied dates and times; 30 min. 
 
This series is collaboration between the Peoria Symphony and WTVP and is designed to extend the cultural impact and 
presence of the PSO beyond performances on the stage through local public TV broadcasts reaching many people who 
may not have the ability or opportunity to attend Peoria Symphony concerts. 
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State & Water 

Saturdays at 10:00 pm; 10/7/17 – 12/30/17 
Music/Arts   30 Minutes 
 

We are livening up Saturday nights with the roll out of, State & Water, an original WTVP Production. State and Water is an 
exciting new live-audience musical performance series. This weekly show features talented musicians from Peoria and all 
around Central Illinois. The show airs each Saturday night at 10 p.m. and is brought to you in part by Kidder Music. The 
variety of musicians brings an eclectic blend of music genres to WTVP with bands like Turas, 7 West, The BraziLionaires 
and many more. 
 
 


