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WTVP 
Peoria, Illinois 

Quarterly Topic Report 
 

January 1 – March 31, 2017 
 
AGRICULTURE 

 
(Iowa) Market to Market  1/1/17 – 3/26/16 (Sundays) 11:30 pm 
    Interview/Discussion  30 min 
 
Hosted by Mark Pearson, Market to Market covers the 100 plus billion dollar business of food, and those issues affecting 
the 56 million citizens of rural America. From global trade conflicts to environmental controversies and changing 
technologies and emerging enterprises, Market to Market continues to explain the issues, and illuminate the alternatives 
that challenge rural America.  
 
 
CHILDREN’S EDUCATIONAL AND INFORMATIONAL NEEDS 
 
(PBS) Daniel Tiger’s Neighborhood 
    1/2/17 – 3/31/17 (Weekdays) 8:00 am 

1/7/17 – 3/25/17 (Saturdays) 6:00 am 
1/1/17 – 3/26/17 (Sundays) 6:30 am 
Other    30 min 

 
Daniel Tiger’s Neighborhood is an animated program for preschoolers ages 2 to 4 which builds on the pioneering PBS 
series, Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood. This new series, for a new generation of children, tells its engaging stories about the 
life of a preschooler using musical strategies grounded in Fred Rogers’ landmark social-emotional curriculum. Through 
imagination, creativity and music, Daniel and his friends learn the key social skills necessary for school and for life. 
 
(PBS) Ready Jet Go!  1/2/17 – 3/31/17 (Weekdays) 6:30 am 

1/1/17 – 3/26/17 (Weekends) 8:30 am 
    Other    30 min 
 
The educational mission of READY JET GO! is to build on children’s curiosity about astronomy and earth science, telling 
stories that feature characters learning about space in a way that is accessible to children. The astronomy curriculum 
covers the basics about the planets, moons, asteroids, comets of our solar system, and the fact that our own Sun is 
actually a star—one of billions in our own Milky Way Galaxy. And because the kids get to travel into space, we get to 
study the planets up close, AND get to look back at the Earth! Through the eyes of Sean, Sydney, and Jet and his travel-
doc parents, READY JET GO! will teach kids about the science of our own planet. We want to encourage kids to get 
outside and get to know the Earth, and to understand our place in the universe. 
 
(PBS) Splash and Bubbles 1/2/17 – 3/31/17 (Weekdays) 9:00 am 

1/1/17 – 3/26/17 (Weekends) 7:00 am 
    Other    30 min 
 
Dive in and follow the adventures of Splash, a yellowback fusilier fish who has migrated all over the ocean before settling 
down in Reeftown. There he befriends Bubbles, a Mandarin dragonet whose vivid coloring matches her personality. 
Together, Splash, Bubbles and their friends explore the world’s undersea habitats, make new friends and learn about the 
many different ways life looks and lives in the ocean, celebrating the importance of diversity along the way. 
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CRIME / LEGAL ISSUES 

 
(PBS) Dead Reckoning: War & Justice #101-103 
    3/28/17    7:00 pm 
    Documentary   180 min 
 
See how postwar justice has been revitalized over the past two decades, but is limited in confronting the exponential rise 
in civilian tolls—sexual violence and genocide—occurring in the Balkans, Rwanda, Congo, Syria, Sri Lanka and other 
countries. 

 
(PBS) Independent Lens #1806  

1/23/17    9:00 pm 
    Documentary   90 min 
 
Kitty Genovese became synonymous with apathy after news that she was stabbed to death on a New York City street 
while 38 witnesses did nothing. Forty years later, her brother decides to find the truth. He uncovers a lie that transformed 
his life, condemned a city and defined an era. 

 
(PBS) Independent Lens #1809  

2/14/17    9:00 pm 
    Documentary    90 min 
 
Explore the deadly August 1, 1966, mass shooting at the University of Texas that left 16 dead. “Tower” reframes the 
events of that day via the perspectives of those who lived through it and examines the effects of the shooting over the last 
50 years.  
 
 
ECONOMY 
 
(PBS) The Nightly Business Report  

1/2/17 – 3/31/17 (Weekdays) 5:30 pm 
News    30 min 

 
The Nightly Business Report combines fast-breaking business and economic news, extensive financial market coverage 
and mutual fund reports, in-depth analysis, corporate profiles, features, and commentaries by noted economists and 
experts in the business world. 
 
 
EDUCATION 
 
(PBS) Independent Lens #1810  

3/20/17    9:00 pm 
    Documentary   90 min 
 
Located in an impoverished Mojave Desert community, Black Rock Continuation High School is an alternative school for 
students at risk of dropping out; Black Rock is their last chance. Extraordinary educators believe that empathy and life 
skills, more than academics, give these underserved students command of their own futures. 
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(PBS) PBS Newshour #11758  

2/7/17    6:00 pm 
    News/Interview   60 min 
 
How Betsy DeVos could reshape national education policy: The Senate confirmed Betsy DeVos as education secretary 
Tuesday, but not without significant political division and an outpouring of public opposition. Audie Cornish talks with Lisa 
Desjardins about the confirmation battle that DeVos faced, then discusses what her confirmation means for policymakers 
and schools with Emma Brown of The Washington Post. 
(PBS) PBS Newshour #11763  

2/14/17    6:00 pm 
    News/Interview   60 min 
 
To fight student homelessness, this school district helps the whole family: If a homeless student is worrying about where 
he is spending the night, it’s likely he’s not going to be thinking much about his homework. And in one of the poorest 
districts in Kansas, educators have realized that to help homeless students they needed to do more to help homeless 
families. Special correspondent Lisa Stark of Education Week traveled to Kansas City to explore their unique program. 
 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
 
(PBS) Independent Lens #1804  

1/9/17    9:00 pm 
    Documentary   90 min 
 
Explore our attempts to plan for our radioactive future and the startling failure to manage waste in the present. Left over 
from the Cold War are a hundred million gallons of radioactive sludge, covering a vast amount of land.  
 
(PBS) Nature #3407  3/29/17    7:00 pm 
    Documentary   60 min 
 
Yosemite is a land forged in wildfire and sculpted by water, but with climate change, water is scarcer and fire more 
common. Join scientists and adventurers to investigate how these global changes are affecting one of America’s greatest 
wildernesses. 
 
(PBS) Rachel Carson: American Experience 
    1/24/17    7:00 pm 
    Documentary   120 min 
 
Meet the scientist whose groundbreaking writings revolutionized our relationship to the natural world. Mary-Louise Parker 
is the voice of Rachel Carson in this moving and intimate portrait. 
 
 
HEALTH 
 
(PBS) PBS Newshour #11785  

3/16/17    6:00 pm 
    News/Interview   60 min 
 
Why is job opportunity still lagging for people with disabilities? The unemployment rate for people with a disability is more 
than double than for those without. Even though the law bars such discrimination, it can be difficult for these Americans to 
get hired. But that’s not the full story: Some employers are seeing how the special abilities of workers on the autism 
spectrum can boost their bottom lines. Economics correspondent Paul Solman reports. 
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(PBS) PBS Newshour #11790  

3/23/17    6:00 pm 
    News/Interview   60 min 
 
How GOP health bill could dramatically change lives of small business employees, Medicaid recipients: How will the 
Republican health care plan affect insurance coverage and costs if the Affordable Care Act replacement becomes law? 
We share stories of Americans likely to be affected, beginning with a small business owner and her employees, as well as 
an unemployed auditor on Medicaid. 
 
MINORITIES/CIVIL RIGHTS 
 
(PBS) Frontline #3505-3506  

1/17/17 – 1/18/17  8:00 pm 
Documentary   120 min 

 
Examine the partisanship that gridlocked Washington and charged the 2016 presidential campaign, the rise of populist 
anger on both sides of the aisle and the racial tensions that have erupted throughout the country. In this investigation of 
the deep political divisions and bitter polarization that grew during the Obama presidency, examine how Obama’s promise 
of change and unity collided with racial and political realities. 

 
(PBS) Independent Lens #1807  

2/6/17    9:00 pm 
    Documentary   60 min 
 
Learn how D.W. Griffith’s 1915 The Birth of a Nation unleashed a battle still waging today about race relations and 
representation, and the power and influence of Hollywood. Featuring Spike Lee, Reginald Hudlin, Henry Louis Gates, Jr., 
and others. 

 
(PBS) Independent Lens #1808  

2/13/17    9:00 pm 
    Documentary   90 min 
 
Meet African-American musician Daryl Davis, who has a peculiar passion — meeting and befriending members of the Ku 
Klux Klan in an attempt to change their minds and forge racial conciliation, one racist at a time.  

 
(PBS) John Lewis - Get in the Way 
    2/10/17    9:30 pm 
    Documentary   60 min 
 
Follow the courageous journey of John Lewis, whose unwavering fight for justice spans the past 50 years, from his youth 
in the segregated South, through his leadership within the Civil Rights movement, to his current role as a powerful voice in 
Congress. He was the youngest speaker at the historic 1963 March on Washington, where Dr.King delivered his 
legendary "I Have a Dream" speech. And in March 1965, Lewis led the Bloody Sunday march in Selma, where Alabama 
State Troopers attacked peaceful protesters with billy clubs, bullwhips and tear gas.  

 
(PBS) Maya Angelou: American Masters 
    2/21/17    7:00 pm 
    Documentary   120 min 
 
Journey through the prolific life of the I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings author and activist who inspired generations with 
lyrical modern African-American thought. Features new interviews with Oprah Winfrey, Common, the Clintons, and others. 
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(PBS) The Talk - Race in America 
    2/20/17    8:00 pm 
    Documentary   120 min 
 
In the wake of recent tragic and fatal events between men of color and law enforcement, learn how black and Hispanic 
families counsel their kids to stay safe if they are stopped by the police. 

 
NATIONAL SECURITY 
 
(PBS) Frontline #3416   

3/21/17    9:00 pm 
    Documentary   60 min 
 
Inside Iraq, as militias and the military fight for the future of the country. The film examines the power of the militias, the 
impact on civilians, and the places where ISIS has been pushed out. 
 
(PBS) Frontline #3508   

1/31/17    9:30 pm 
    Documentary   60 min 
 
On the frontlines of the battle for Mosul, with civilians, soldiers, and ISIS suspects. Guardian reporter Ghaith Abdul-Ahad 
examines the fight and its toll, surviving a suicide bomb. Also, a dramatic report on an Iraqi unit at the center of the fight. 
 
(PBS) Frontline #3509   

2/21/17    9:00 pm 
    Documentary   60 min 
 
The dramatic story of a Gitmo detainee released from the controversial U.S. prison after 14 years. With NPR, a report on 
the struggle over freeing prisoners once deemed international terrorists. Also, the untold history of the Guantanamo Bay 
prison. 

 
(PBS) Oklahoma City: American Experience 
    2/7/17    8:00 pm 
    Documentary   120 min 
 
Follow the rise of the extremist militia movement, from Ruby Ridge to Waco, that led to the deadliest act of domestic 
terrorism in American history—the 1995 bombing by Timothy McVeigh that killed 168 people in Oklahoma City. 

 
(PBS) Ruby Ridge: American Experience 
    2/14/17    8:00 pm 
    Documentary   60 min 
 
Examine the 1992 FBI siege at Ruby Ridge that helped launch the modern militia movement through eyewitness 
accounts, including Randy Weaver’s daughter and federal agents involved in the deadly confrontation. 
 
 
RELIGION/ETHICS 
 
(PBS) In Jackson Heights 
    1/6/17    8:00 pm 
    Documentary   210 min 
 
Examine the daily life of residents in an ethnically and culturally diverse community in Queens, New York. Witness the 
conflict between retaining ties to the traditions of their countries of origin and the desire to learn and adapt to American 
mores. 
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(PBS) Religion and Ethics Newsweekly 
     1/1/17 – 2/26/17 (Sundays) 11:00 am 
     News    30 min 
 
The series explores how religion shapes both national and international events, and examines the challenges raised by 
difficult ethical issues. Newsmakers, scholars, and historians also provide insightful perspectives in roundtable 
discussions. In addition to the program's primary task of reporting the news, it also serves as a resource for viewers 
searching for ways to explore the spiritual experience and enhance their understanding of American religious life. 
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LOCALLY-PRODUCED PROGRAMMING 

January 1 – March 31, 2017 
WTVP 

 
 
At Issue, with H. Wayne Wilson 

Thursdays at 4:30 PM 
1/05/17 – 3/30/17 
News/Interview   30 Minutes 

 
At Issue is WTVP-Public Media's flagship public affairs series. Hosted by media veteran H Wayne Wilson, this weekly 
show provides an in-depth, up-to-the-minute exploration of issues that are important to people throughout Central Illinois. 
 
Consider This with Yvonne Greer 

Fridays at 7:30 pm 1/06/17 – 3/24/17 
News/Interview    30 Minutes 

 
Consider This features host Yvonne Greer in unconventional conversations with newsmakers and news interpreters. 
 
Illinois Adventure 

Sundays at 4:00 pm; 1/1/17 – 3/26/17 
Nature/Education 30 Minutes 

 
In production since 1987 this award-winning series has become a cornerstone of WTVP's local programming. Shot on 
location throughout the state, ILLINOIS ADVENTURE shows viewers the many interesting places to visit and things to do 
just a few hours from home. From fishing on Lake Michigan to searching out tree frogs in the Cache River swamp to 
visiting long-forgotten towns that are vital parts of Illinois' history, there's something for everyone here. 
 
Musical Discoveries with the PSO 

Sundays at 4:30 pm; 1/1/17 -3/26/17 
Music/Educational 30 Minutes 

 
Musical Discoveries, a series for families from Peoria Symphony Orchestra and WTVP, is inviting kids into the magical 
world of music one instrument at a time. Part performance, part how-to, the series features players from the PSO 
engaging an audience of kids with demonstrations, explanations and hands-on instruction with the various instruments in 
their particular sections. The series is hosted by Maestro George Stelluto and made possible with support from Sid and 
Flo Banwart. 
 
Illinois Lawmakers 

Friday at 7:30 pm;  
News/Interview   30 Minutes 

A regular program on current events and issues in Illinois policy and politics, Illinois Lawmakers is produced in partnership 
by WSIU-TV Carbondale, WTVP-TV Peoria, and Illinois Public Media, Urbana. 
 
Sound Bites with Peoria Symphony Orchestra 

Varied dates and times;  30 min. 
This series is collaboration between the Peoria Symphony and WTVP and is designed to extend the cultural impact and 
presence of the PSO beyond performances on the stage through local public TV broadcasts reaching many people who 
may not have the ability or opportunity to attend Peoria Symphony concerts. 
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State & Water 

Saturdays at 10:00 pm; 1/07/17 – 3/26/17 
Music/Arts   30 Minutes 

We are livening up Saturday nights with the roll out of, State & Water, an original WTVP Production. State and Water is an 
exciting new live-audience musical performance series. This weekly show features talented musicians from Peoria and all 
around Central Illinois. The show airs each Saturday night at 10 p.m. and is brought to you in part by Kidder Music. The 
variety of musicians brings an eclectic blend of music genres to WTVP with bands like Turas, 7 West, The BraziLionaires 
and many more. 
 
Nature Returns to Emiquon 

Varied dates and times; 3/1/2017 – 3/31/2017 
   Nature/Education  30 Minutes 
Mother Nature has converted what was once thousands of acres of row crops into a mosaic of natural habitats that is 
home to birds, fish, amphibians and reptiles. Seeds that were dormant for 80 years have sprung to life by just adding 
water. Life as it was for millennia has returned to Emiquon Preserve in Fulton County. 
 
WTVP presents a cinematic 1/2 hour production of the beautiful journey of, Nature Returns to Emiquon on March 15th at 
7:00 PM. Join us as we show how beauty has returned to this parcel of land along the Illinois River in Fulton County. What 
were once thousands of acres of row crops and cattle are now restored to natural habitats.  
 


