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In Focus with IRSC Public Media - Quarter 4 - 2021

WQCS 88.9 FM - Airtimes:
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Core Berchem with the Manatee Foundation discusses the die off of the Florida 

Manatees, how the organization is seeking 6.8 million dollars to save these 

animals, and how close the manatee's to being put back onto the endangered 

species list. Then we speak with Rob Ranieri, CEO of House of Hope where they 

focus on basic needs (Food, clothing, shelter) along with life skills (Education, 

health, lob readiness) in Martin County. From food grow houses and distribution 

centers where they handle 80,000 pounds of food, to helping the homeless. House 

of Hope reaches thousands of people each year in Martin County.

Kim Perron of the V.I.M. Fit Fest Clinic in Stuart talks about the outdoor wellness 

fair and 5K Color Run on Saturday, October 23rd from 7 AM to 11 AM at Flagler 

Park in downtown Stuart. With 45 health and wellness organizations signed up as 

vendors and will be offering live presentations for things like yoga, stretching, Qi 

Gong, kickboxing, and a basketball free throw clinic, along with an interesting 5K 

run.  We also speak with Dr. Patricia Corey about a variety of topics which include 

Covid 19, why people are hesitant to get their shots, what we can expect for Flu 

season, and is it safe to get both the Flu and Covid shots.
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Impact 100 helps non-profits reach their goals by helping to fund their operations.  

Maureen Cotter and Genevieve George talk about this unique organization.  Then 

Jeanine Mason from the Light House Arts Museum in Tequesta talks about a new 

exhibit featuring works of Andy Warhol.

A helping hand Scholarship and fundraiser from the "Paulie Strong" organization 

pays tribute to a great individual while helping students at Indian River State 

College. In our second segment we'll speak with Courtney Ninetemp of Tykes and 

Teens, an outreach program that helps children with mental health issues.

We speak with Nancy McCarthy and Carol G. Houwaart-Diez from Toys for Tots of 

Martin County, we'll hear about the "Holiday Project" and how you can make a 

child's Holiday magical.  In the second portion of "In Focus" an important topic that 

affects thousands of people across the Treasure Coast, domestic violence with 

Teresa Albizu of Safe Space, we will discuss how to escape a difficult situation and 

how Safe Space is designed to help you through every step to saving and changing 

your life.
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Viva Foca is an exhibit featuring the paintings of Indian River Counties most 

prominent artists. FOCA is a local group of art lovers who gather with like-minded 

others to visit artists' studios, attend lectures by experts, and visit museums that 

focus on art and artists of today. Then we discuss United Way’s annual Citrus Sale 

event that is scheduled for November 29 through December 3rd. “For over 25 

years, our local citrus houses have donated to our mission. It’s a partnership we 

greatly appreciate and look forward to offering this fundraiser to the public 

annually,” said Sydney Mihailoff, Relationship Development Manager. All proceeds 

benefit the programs and services supported by United Way Indian River County.

Cindy Roden and Maestro David Amado of the Atlantic Coastal Orchestra discuss 

the upcoming holiday shows, performers that come from across the country to 

work with Maestro Amado and presentations coming to the Treasure Coast 

through March.  Next Georgette Angelo tells us about the upcoming St. Lucie 

County Boat Parade coming up on Saturday night, December 11th.  This is one of 

the final times that we can help Toys for Tots by donating a new unwrapped toy up 

until the night of the boat parade. 

Clara Guerrier Gracie with the Red Cross talks about their Holiday for Heroes 

campaign, a yearly service that helps out our soldiers overseas. Then it's the 

Woman's Club of Stuart and their Holiday Home Tour. An opportunity for you to 

see beautifully decorated homes and trees throughout Martin County.  Jo Baxter 

tells us the whole story. 
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We speak with Krista Garofalo of the Treasure Coast Food Bank, the largest relief 

organization on the Treasure Coast. Topics include how this organization does so 

much more than just feeding the hungry and the Holiday online auction that 

happening now through the 13th of December.  On the second portion on “In 

Focus” Matt Tanner of “United Against Poverty” of Indian River County joins the 

show to share the many things provided to help people that are living on the 

poverty line, which includes everything from helping guide people to job sources, 

medical help, and food distribution from their low-cost grocery store located in 

Vero Beach.

This week on "In Focus" we are joined by Sonia Dupree, screenwriter of a new film 

titled "Daddy" which focuses on human trafficking. This film used local students as 

the actors and will be premiering on Wednesday, December 29th. Our second 

guest is Matt Anderson of "Learn to Read" of St. Lucie County with information on 

how you can volunteer to become a mentor or teacher to adults that can't read. 

We will also talk about the 12th annual "Feast for Literacy" event coming in 

February.

This week on In Focus we'll introduce you to Inez Van Ravenwaaij of the Boys and 

Girls Club on Martin County. We'll explain just how helpful the club is to our local 

community and the many ways that children benefit from this incredible 

organization.  We'll also speak with Ray Klhane of the Audubon Society and discuss 

bird migrations taking place this time of the year, the where and when's of bird 

watching and capturing the wide variety of birds on film.
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