
QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS REPORT

                                      

WLBZ 2 

                   BANGOR, MAINE

                      FOR THE QUARTER BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2019

Attached hereto are descriptions of issue-responsive programming broadcast by this 
station during the reporting period.

The listed programs aired on the station during the reporting period on the days and times 
indicated. Each program regularly provides information or addresses current local issues of 
concern to viewers in the area where the station is located.
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PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS LOCAL ISSUES

The following programs that aired during the relevant reporting period regularly 
address local issues and concerns in the station's city of license and within its service 
area.  Specific episodes and segments of these programs and the issues they 
addressed are listed on the following pages.

  Program Name Schedule
(Day/Time)

Brief Generic Description
(Note whether local, syndicated or network)

NEWS CENTER Early 
Morning Report

Monday-Friday
 4:30 am

Locally-produced news/public affairs program

NEWS CENTER Morning 
Report

Monday-Friday
5 am-7 am

Locally-produced news/public affairs program

NEWS CENTER at Noon Monday-Friday
12 pm-12:30 pm

Locally-produced news/public affairs program

NEWS CENTER at 5 Monday-Friday
5 pm-5:30 pm

Locally-produced news/public affairs program

NEWS CENTER at 5:30 Monday-Friday
 5:30 pm-6 pm

Locally-produced news/public affairs program

NEWS CENTER at 6 Monday-Sunday
6 pm-6:30 pm

Locally-produced news/public affairs program

NEWS CENTER at 11 Monday-Sunday 
11 pm-11:35 pm

Locally-produced news/public affairs program

NEWS CENTER Weekend 
Morning Report

Saturday 6 am-7 am; 
Sunday 6 am-8 am

Locally-produced news/public affairs program
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LOCAL ISSUES ADDRESSED DURING THE QUARTER

The following are local issues of concern to the community.  Programs that 
addressed these issues during this reporting period are listed on the following 
pages.

    Local Issue/Concern Brief description of local issue or concern

Economy & Job Creation
Development, layoffs, employment, taxes, business, energy, shut down,      
job retraining, mills, transportation, industry, trade, outsourcing, housing

Health & Mental Health
Medical, fitness, insurance, nutrition, diet, exercise,  disease, DHHS, 
depression, addiction, drugs, tobacco, alcohol, hospitals, medical 
breakthrough, science

Abuse & Domestic Violence
Battered, assault, murder, shooting, divorce, custody, estranged, stalk, 
restraining order, shelter, rape

Education
College, parenting, bullying, teens, sex, underage drinking, binge drinking, 
driving, autism

Environment
Hybrid cars, greenhouse gas, LNG terminal, global warming, oil, salt, 
conservation, wet lands, rivers, air quality, ozone, trees, forestry, 
preservation

Political Efforts
Local, County, State and Federal primary and general campaigns and  
elections, legislative issues, polling,
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ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING

  Local Issue: ECONOMY & JOB CREATION 

Program Date Time Duration Description

NEWS CENTER Maine 1/3 6:00 pm 3:31 Most of us have experienced the struggle of paying 
bills on time. But a mom in Waterville struggled to pay 
for the roof over her family's head. She was living in 
subsidized housing, struggling to support her two 
children as a single mother. Then she filled out an 
application with Habitat for Humanity and together, 
they built a home. 

NEWS CENTER Maine 1/8 6:01 pm 1:28 People in a small town in western Maine learned 
today, they're going to lose a big employer. The town 
is Wilton, just southwest of Farmington. The employer 
is Barclay-Card US, which established a customer 
service call center in Wilton more than five years ago. 
Today, it announced it pulling up stakes, leaving about 
200 people out of work.

NEWS CENTER Maine 1/9 6:21 am 1:04 Maine breweries looking to get approval for new 
brews are unable to register due to the shutdown. The 
Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau is closed 
during the stalemate. Breweries that distribute beer 
out-of-state must register a label and name with the 
TTB. According to the co-owner of rising tide, approval 
typically takes between a week and ten days, but they 
are worried it could now be 45 days or more, 
depending on the length of the shutdown.

NEWS CENTER Maine 1/10 6:14 pm 3:11 Many oil companies in Maine are struggling to find 
drivers. A good economy and a lack of young people 
going into the industry is making it difficult for oil 
companies to keep up with demand. It's an industry 
wide problem.

NEWS CENTER Maine 1/11 6:23 am 1:17 In 2015, Laura Catevenis hit rock bottom. She was a 
single mom, battling bi-polar disorder and living off 
just $367 a month in state welfare benefits. Now, 
almost four years later she has created a multi-million-
dollar business called Black Bear Support Services, an 
LLC dedicated to serving Maine children with 
developmental disabilities. She says it was made 
possible by taking advantage of Maine's Aspire 
Program which she describes as a service that helps 
those who qualify go to work, go back to school or 
open a business. Catevenis has had an amazing 
support system along the way and says she's thankful 
she has turned her passion for helping others into a 
business.

NEWS CENTER Maine 1/14 6:05 pm 4:22 Oxford County Sheriff's deputies had a problem at the 
gas pumps this weekend. They couldn't put gas in their 
cruisers because their fuel cards weren't working. It 
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wasn't a system error. Apparently, it was because the 
county's bill hadn't been paid. And the County 
Administrator says a recent staffing shortage is to 
blame, but, the Oxford County Sheriff says there's a 
much bigger problem the county needs to deal with.

NEWS CENTER Maine 1/16 6:00 pm 4:46 This is a national issue some other states have already 
passed similar measures. Speaker Sara Gideon says it’s 
time for Maine to do it. New mothers and fathers 
have come to understand the value of time. That's 
why family leave has become such a big issue.    
Speaker of the House Sara Gideon wants all Maine 
workers to be eligible for family leave, whether it’s for 
new babies, caring for old parents or another need.   
And she also wants workers to be paid.

NEWS CENTER Maine 1/22 6:01 pm 4:47 The state is talking about reopening the prison in 
Washington County. The Downeast Correctional 
facility was closed last year, after a prolonged fight 
between former Governor LePage, the Legislature and 
Washington County residents.  But the Mills 
administration says it is already looking at ways it 
might be able to bring back some of the jobs and local 
benefits that were lost.

NEWS CENTER Maine 1/23 6:14 pm 3:44 Starting up a small business or expanding an existing 
one can cost a lot of money. And for seasonal 
businesses it can also be hard to find a good location. 
A brother and sister team from Nobleboro say they 
have an answer to those problems. And they're hoping 
it will turn into a national business for them.

NEWS CENTER Maine 1/24 6:13 pm 2:02 Every day, more people go hungry in Maine than in 
any other New England state. And nationwide, Maine 
is ranked among the top 10 most food insecure states. 
News Center's "Feed Maine" campaign aims to put a 
dent in hunger throughout the state. News Center's 
Hannah Dineen introduces us to one woman who 
couldn't donate money, so she found another way to 
support the cause.

NEWS CENTER Maine 1/29 6:10 pm 3:28 The task is two-fold: keep more college grads living 
and working in Maine and solve a problem employers 
are facing statewide. One Maine community college is 
looking to do both by rolling out two new trades 
programs.

NEWS CENTER Maine 2/6 6:23 am 3:56 Every Wednesday through this month, we'll be taking 
you to a few more awesome restaurants across the 
state. I recently went to rose foods, in Portland, where 
they specialize in great bagels and sandwiches as well 
as many other things!

NEWS CENTER Maine 2/18 6:05 pm 5:49 Having a baby is one of the most exciting experiences 
in life. And while many soon-to-be parents are 
focusing on baby showers and gender reveal parties, 
for many of them, there's something looming 
unnoticed.  It's called the daycare desert and it can lay 
waste to a family's budget and push some parents to 
do something they never thought of doing before, give 
up their careers.
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NEWS CENTER Maine 2/19 6:10 pm 1:43 It's the age-old dilemma, you need experience to get a 
job. But without a job you can't get experience. 
There's a program tackling that problem across four 
Maine counties and it aims to give teenagers that 
experience.  

NEWS CENTER Maine 2/25 5:58 pm 3:40 People familiar with downtown Brunswick will 
recognize its two iconic "bookends" Bowdoin College 
at one end, and the Fort Andross mill complex at the 
other. The mill sits along the Androscoggin River. 
Decades ago, it is where textiles were made.
Today it is home to restaurants, a popular antique 
mall, and artists.

NEWS CENTER Maine 2/26 6:14 pm 4:02 Part two of our Affording Maine series swings us 
south. Yesterday we determined the median 
homeowner can afford the median home price in 
Penobscot county.

NEWS CENTER Maine 2/27 6:09 pm 3:38 Think about it, how many times a day to you scroll 
through facebook or check your email or even order 
something online? We are pretty much always 
connected. So, imagine losing that high-speed access.
That's tough for a lot of people across Maine because 
they've never had it and it's preventing them from 
thriving.

NEWS CENTER Maine 3/1 6:12 pm 4:31 Maine Lobstermen should have some money in the 
bank, after another successful year. The Department 
of Marine Resources says fishermen landed more than 
119 million pounds of lobster at the dock in 2018. Not 
a record, but that's eight million pounds more than 
last year and that catch was worth more than 484 
million dollars at the dock. But people in the business 
say there is still trouble ahead, and that was the big 
issue at the annual Maine Fishermen's Forum

NEWS CENTER Maine 3/7 6:02 pm 2:37 Opponents of the proposed CMP transmission line in 
Western Maine say a settlement negotiated by the 
Governor's office, the Public Advocate and some other 
groups is basically a bribe by Central Maine Power to 
win support for the project. The Public Utilities 
Commission today reviewed the agreement, which 
calls for CMP to pay for 258-million dollars in benefits 
to Mainers over a span of 40-years.

NEWS CENTER Maine 3/18 5:59 pm 2:24 Three years ago, Maine voters decided to increase the 
minimum wage but there are new efforts to make 
some changes. The minimum wage is now 11 dollars 
per hour, scheduled to go to 12 dollars next year.   
But once again the Legislature is being asked to slow 
down that final increase-- even as other proposals ask 
them to raise the wage even higher. Small businesses 
say they're already struggling to afford the minimum 
wage.

NEWS CENTER Maine 3/22 6:19 am 2:28 KEEP ME WARM - Bar Harbor is known as a one of the 
state's most popular summer destinations with 
breathtaking views and luxurious homes overlooking 
the water. But hidden within all the splendor there is 
Maine's food insecurity crisis.



FCC Issues/Programs Reports and Related Requirements

8

NEWS CENTER Maine 3/25 6:00 pm 1:15 Greenlight Maine Winner:  A unique Maine business is 
celebrating some six-figure seed money. The 
company, Ocean's Balance, just won 100-thousand 
dollars to boost its business, which makes among 
other things kelp puree. NECN's Dustin Wlodkowski 
introduces us to a man who with a business he calls a 
seaweed sensation.

NEWS CENTER Maine 3/28 6:15 pm 3:53 Many businesses in Maine are suffering from a 
workforce shortage. Nowhere is that more prevalent 
than in Maine's hospitality industry. As Maine's 
reputation as a food and lodging destination continues 
to grow businesses struggle to find workers to meet 
the demand.  But now, the trade group "Hospitality 
Maine" is teaming up with the Department of Labor to 
try to change that.

  Local Issue: HEALTH & MENTAL HEALTH

Program Date Time Duration Description

NEWS CENTER Maine 1/1 6:16 pm 2:23 One of the age-old New Year's resolutions is to 
exercise more. Maine has plenty of beautiful places to 
run but this time of year, it's important to stay safe.
Chris Costa shows us how avid runners keep pounding 
the pavement.

NEWS CENTER Maine 1/14 6:19 am 2:00 Researchers at the Mayo Clinic may have found the 
key to detecting heart problems before they ever 
show symptoms.

NEWS CENTER Maine 1/28 6:01 pm 2:03 The Maine Center for Disease Control has a warning 
for homeowners: if you haven't done so already, you 
should get your home checked for Radon gas. Radon is 
colorless, odorless and radioactive. And it's found at 
high levels in homes and buildings in 12 of Maine's 16 
counties. But you wouldn't know radon is there unless 
you test for it. Which is why the Maine CDC is putting 
out the call to get your home or business tested.

NEWS CENTER Maine 1/31 6:15 pm 2:34 The biggest and most expensive part of Maine state 
government is the Department of Health and Human 
Services. It spends more than four billion dollars per 
year and is involved in the lives of more than 300-
thousand Maine residents.  The woman who is taking 
over that department told lawmakers today DHHS 
needs to change, to provide the services needed by so 
many but also to be good managers of money.  

NEWS CENTER Maine 2/8 6:09 pm 4:48 It's been nearly five years since man-made chemicals 
known known as PFAS (pee - fas) were discovered in a 
major drinking supply well at the former Pease Air 
Force base in New Hampshire.  The chemicals are 
linked to several health problems including thyroid 
problems and kidney cancer. A federal health study is 
finally set to begin late this summer. But as News 
Center's Vivien Leigh reports answers about the 
potential health impact on thousands of people, 
including children, could still be years away.  
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NEWS CENTER Maine 2/15 6:00 am 2:26 Probiotics, they've been a hot trend in food and health 
for a while now. But, how do you cut through all the 
hype to find out whether they will help your health. 
Stephanie Whitfield gets a medical opinion on the 
value of probiotics.

NEWS CENTER Maine 2/18 6:28 am 1:11 Meet the newest graduates of the "k9's on the front 
line" service dog program.  Over the last 18 weeks, 
these dogs have been working alongside a Maine 
veteran learning to help them navigate through daily 
life. Most of the veterans who use the program are 
battling PTSD. They say having a service dog has not 
only given them a second chance at life but has 
brought their families piece of mind. Organizers are 
always happy to see how much something as simple as 
bringing a dog and a veteran together can have such a 
big impact on their lives.

NEWS CENTER Maine 2/19 6:19 am 1:18 A story of love, family and sacrifice centers around a 
woman from Lewiston who needed a kidney.

NEWS CENTER Maine 2/20 6:10 pm 5:07 There are thousands of older Mainers struggling to 
stay in their homes.  Many have little money and 
worry about having to move out because they can't 
take care of their house.

NEWS CENTER Maine 2/27 6:03 pm 4:00 A three-year political squabble over mental health, left 
over from the LePage administration, may now be 
settled.  

NEWS CENTER Maine 3/4 6:02 pm 3:33 The firefighting community in Maine is mourning the 
loss of one of their own. Captain Joel Barnes was killed 
Friday battling an apartment building fire in Berwick.
Firefighters say Barnes died saving the life of a fellow 
firefighter by jumping on top of him to protect him 
from the flames. As you can imagine first responders, 
on the scene, will have a lot of process in the coming 
days as will dispatchers at the Sanford Regional 
Communication Center, who were working that day.

NEWS CENTER Maine 3/5 6:11 pm 1:02 When 2-year old Elizabeth Robbins arrived in Maine 
from China, she had a bilateral cleft lip and palate, a 
condition so severe it was nearly impossible for the 
little girl to speak. Incredibly over time she was able to 
express herself through song long before she could 
talk. More than half dozen surgeries later the third 
grader's gift of singing is getting noticed.

NEWS CENTER Maine 3/6 6:09 pm 1:14 Senator Susan Collins has introduced legislation that 
would keep drug companies from, as she puts it, 
gaming the patent system.  It would close loopholes 
that allow companies to renew patents after making 
minor alterations, just to keep generic versions of their 
drugs off the market. Generics, of course, are much 
more affordable, something not so affordable right 
now INSULIN prices for the diabetes drug are 
skyrocketing.

NEWS CENTER Maine 3/7 6:10 pm 3:43 Earlier this week President Trump authorized a new 
high-level task force to come up with new strategies to 
stem the suicide rate among veterans. According to 
the Veteran's Administration, across the country, 20 
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veterans take their own lives every day.  And data 
shows a third of them don't receive VA services. 
Veterans organizations in Maine hope plans will 
include grants to boost outreach programs already 
underway

NEWS CENTER Maine 3/8 6:05 pm 5:07 Maine's health and human services commissioner says 
her agency is making progress rebuilding the state's 
child welfare system, but still needs to do more. 
 Jeanne Lambrew met with the Government Oversight 
committee to respond to last month's OPEGA report 
on complaints made by workers on the frontlines.  

NEWS CENTER  Maine 3/12 6:09 pm 4:15 The rules and regulations regarding vaccine 
exemptions have long been a hot topic. But the debate 
has ramped up this year with nearly a dozen cases of 
measles popping up in the US. Plus, there was that 
high-profile case of a young man who told congress 
that he went against his mother's wishes and got 
vaccinated when he turned 18.

NEWS CENTER Maine 3/20 6:02 am 1:20 Hearing that there could be toxic chemicals in your 
kids' milk is certainly alarming to parents and some 
environmental activists say there's reason for concern. 
Acres and acres of farmland across Maine may be 
contaminated with chemicals that farmers say they 
didn't know they were spreading on their fields.
And a dairy farmer says those chemicals have reached 
our food supply. Fred stone along with his wife, Laura, 
run a dairy farm in Arundel. He says he can't farm on 
his land anymore because sludge he used for decades 
to fertilize his fields contained PFAS, a group of 
chemicals that got into the hay he fed his cows and 
into the milk they produced. Several environmental 
groups say stone isn't alone that those chemicals may 
be lurking on other farms. And they want the state to 
step up and test for those chemicals.

NEWS CENTER Maine 3/22 6:09 pm 3:37 It's been said that the heart of a firefighter is strong, 
caring, and courageous. But, sometimes that heart 
which has helped so many people can give out. 44-
year old Tim Smith a firefighter from Sebago has 
undergone more than two dozen procedures to keep 
his heart working.  Now doctors say his only hope is 
getting a new heart.

NEWS CENTER Maine 3/25 6:01 pm 3:46 Maine is seeing a rise in Pertussis or whooping cough 
outbreaks and a Maine scientist thinks she knows why.

NEWS CENTER Maine 3/27 6:20 am 1:35 NEWS CENTER Maine Blood Drive: Right now, there's 
an urgent need for blood donations here in Maine. 
Volunteers at the red cross say after the winter 
months, they're in a drought, and need all blood types.
The donations are crucial to the well-being of so many 
people.

NEWS CENTER Maine 3/28 6:09 pm 3:17 Kittery Water District customers are raising concerns 
about plans to switch to a new disinfectant called 
chloramine. It is formed by mixing chlorine and 
ammonia. The germ-killing treatment has been used 
for years at dozens of water treatment plants 
throughout Maine.  But some residents with health 
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problems worry that the disinfectant to could make 
their conditions worse and cause a financial burden for 
some businesses.

Local Issue: ABUSE, DOMESTIC VIOLENCE & CRIME

Program Date Time Duration Description

NEWS CENTER Maine 1/2 6:03 pm 1:27 State Police continue to investigate the deaths of a 
man and a woman in South Paris. Police say their 
bodies were found in a first-floor apartment which is 
attached to the Market Square Restaurant in town. 
Police say two children were also in the apartment. 
They were not injured.

NEWS CENTER Maine 1/23 6:09 pm 3:02 It takes more than a laser to throw the Goat off his 
game. Someone apparently shined a green laser 
pointer at Patriots quarterback Tom Brady during the 
AFC Championship game. It's now the subject of an 
NFL investigation.

NEWS CENTER Maine 1/24 6:00 pm 2:29 Gov. Janet Mills has made good on one of the 
promises she made in her inauguration speech 
putting someone in charge of Maine's war against 
opioid abuse. The numbers for last year aren't 
available yet. But In 2017, 418 people died of drug 
overdoses. That's more than one every day.   
A majority of those od's were from heroin or 
fentanyl, or a combination of the two.
That same year 908 babies born in Maine were 
affected by the drugs their mothers were taking.

NEWS CENTER Maine 2/6 6:04 pm 3:56 Today, Governor Mills put the full force of her office 
behind an executive order aimed at cutting the 
opioid number.

NEWS CENTER Maine 2/8 6:12 am 1:08 At least five women are reporting they were drugged 
at a bar in Saco over the weekend. Now police are 
searching for answers.

NEWS CENTER Maine 2/12 6:12 am :56 As we gear up for yet another snowstorm, homeless 
people in Bangor have some guardian angels helping 
them stay warm. Yesterday, members of Health 
Equity Alliance were out giving blankets and sleeping 
bags to those in need. The alliance has been 
collecting the items for the last month. More than 
300 items were handed out in Pickering Square.    
Health Equity provides services to Maine's LGBTG 
community and anyone living with HIV, aids or drug 
addiction. Alliance Director, Andrea Littlefield, says 
being warm is a basic need for all of us including 
those struggling with addiction.

NEWS CENTER Maine 2/18 6:22 am 4:17 Earlier this month we told you about six women, all 
who say they were drugged in just one night, at a bar 
in Saco.  It's just something that folks must think 
about when they are in bars now. But, a new product 
made in North Carolina gives you a way to analyze 
your drink right at the bar.
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NEWS CENTER Maine 2/19 6:03 pm 4:08 The man from Auburn police say raped and 
murdered a woman in Alaska nearly three decades 
ago is fighting his extradition back to that state.

NEWS CENTER Maine 2/22 6:00 pm 2:56 Police in Florida say a prostitution and human 
trafficking investigation has led to criminal charges 
against one of the best-known businessmen in New 
England. New England Patriots owner Robert Kraft 
has been charged with two misdemeanor counts of 
soliciting prostitution. Kraft denies any wrongdoing.

NEWS CENTER Maine 2/22 6:06 pm 4:52 A new report by the state's government watchdog 
agency says Maine's Child Protective case workers, 
those who deal with child abuse and neglect, are 
overworked and overstressed dealing with the 
caseload and that there are still not enough places to 
put children who must be removed from their 
homes.  This comes six months after the Legislature 
passed a series of changes to improve the system 
and prevent tragedies like the ones that shocked 
Maine last year.

NEWS CENTER Maine 2/26 6:09 am 4:49 A year ago, yesterday, people in Stockton Springs and 
across Maine were rocked by the news of the death 
of 10-year-old Marissa Kennedy. She was found 
beaten to death. Police say, after suffering months of 
abuse at the hands of her mother and step-father.
Since Marissa's death a year ago, the Department of 
Health and Human Services has been under a 
microscope. They say they have taken steps to make 
sure a case like Marissa's doesn't happen again. But a 
report released by the office of program evaluation 
and government accountability, or opega, indicates 
that there's a lot more work to be done. Meanwhile, 
as the trial of Marissa's parents gets closer, relatives 
are holding onto the hope that they'll get some 
answers.

NEWS CENTER Maine 2/27 6:12 am 1:18 As your parents get older they may need more help 
around the house. But finding someone you trust can 
be challenging. Some of you were talking about this 
on social media after a woman hired to shovel an 
elderly Mainer's driveway allegedly killed her. While 
that may be an extreme case, we took those 
concerns of finding trustworthy help to the Southern 
Maine Agency on Aging.

NEWS CENTER Maine 3/5 6:03 pm 1:29 It took a jury less than one hour to find Luc Tieman 
guilty of murder, last year.  He and his attorney 
believe evidence that led to his conviction Facebook 
messages between his wife and another woman 
about an affair he was allegedly having should not 
have been admitted

NEWS CENTER Maine 3/6 6:00 pm 1:55 The bill makes the penalties for those buying sex 
steeper while taking away penalties for those 
providing the services. Dee Clarke, a survivor of sex 
trafficking believes this bill will not help people who 
working in commercial sex either by choice or 
circumstance.
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NEWS CENTER Maine 3/18 6:05 am 1:02 Reach Road here in Presque Isle has been quiet this 
morning since I've been out here. A very different 
scene from over the weekend when I'm told the 
Maine state police tactical team responded to a 
standoff at this address. According to state police, 
officials were responding to an emergency at this 
home late Saturday night which led to the hours-long 
standoff. Early Sunday morning, police got inside the 
home and that's when they found the bodies of an 
adult male and of a child. I'm told by state police   
both the adult and the child were related to one 
another and part of the same family though their 
identities have not yet been released.

Local Issue:  EDUCATION

Program Date Time Duration Description

NEWS CENTER Maine 1/7 5:59 pm 2:15 A few weeks ago, teachers and students at a school in 
Lakeville, Texas had a mystery on their hands. 
Beautiful drawings kept showing up on their 
whiteboards. As Boyd Hupert reports, they solved the 
mystery, but the story was just getting started.

NEWS CENTER Maine 1/8 6:16 pm 3:22 Navigating a snowstorm can be tricky, especially if 
you’re the superintendent of a school district. Many 
superintendents in Maine say making the decision to 
delay or cancel school can be one of the hardest parts 
of the job. And this winter, with so many smaller 
storms, it's been one of the most challenging.

NEWS CENTER Maine 1/9 6:05 pm 2:32 The new Legislature will have to decide on dozens of 
proposals to put more money into education. 
But in the fall campaigns, and among lawmakers, one 
issue comes up more than most: expanding programs 
for very young children.

NEWS CENTER Maine 1/16 6:24 pm 2:43 You might be tempted to say this week's Varsity Club 
inductee is one of a kind. But that's not strictly true.
NEWS CENTERS Lee Goldberg takes us to Cheverus 
High School to meet senior scholar/athlete Richard 
Joyce.

NEWS CENTER Maine 1/22 6:23 pm 3:12 Schools across Maine are always looking for creative 
ways to raise money to pay for things that they need. 
One elementary school in South Portland is hoping its 
creative curriculum will lead to some cash.

NEWS CENTER Maine 1/23 6:04 pm 3:41 A historic building at Stevens Commons in Hallowell 
will be welcoming new tenants this year. Students are 
moving back to the UMaine Augusta campus for the 
first time in 50 years.

NEWS CENTER Maine 2/26 6:00 pm 4:24 A lot of towns and cities across the state are already 
tackling the issue of shrinking student enrollment by 
consolidating schools.  Now, Maine's largest city is, as 
well. Portland's school committee is meeting right 
now to look over possible options including merging 
the student bodies of Portland and Deering High 
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Schools into one.

NEWS CENTER Maine 3/8 6:17 am 3:17 Junior high students in Wells are using their theater 
talents to help feed the hungry in Maine. The kids are 
putting on a production of Peter Pan and asking those 
who attend to bring a food donation.  

NEWS CENTER Maine 3/11 6:09 pm 1:59 A documentary challenging perception about 
intelligence and ability will be screened at Thornton 
Academy in Saco tomorrow night. The film, released a 
few months ago, is called 'Intelligent Lives'. It follows 
three young adults with intellectual disabilities as they 
navigate high school, college and the workplace. As 
News Center Maine's Vivien Leigh reports parents of 
special needs kids hope the movie will bring more 
opportunities for people of all abilities

NEWS CENTER Maine 3/15 6:18 am :57 Starting a new life, in an unfamiliar country. For 
immigrants, it can be a challenge to pick up where 
they left off. But for those who are trained as 
teachers, there's new hope in Portland in the form of 
"education academy" launched in January. It's a 
program designed to help diversify the workforce.
Sally Sutton is the program's coordinator. She and 
others have been helping close to a dozen new 
Mainers gain certification for local teaching jobs.

NEWS CENTER Maine 3/28 6:05 pm 3:44 School lockdowns in Bangor and Orono yesterday are 
sparking new rounds of conversations about teen 
social media use, today.

NEWS CENTER Maine 3/29 6:00 am 3:12 The list of people with Maine roots who have 
competed in the winter Olympics is a short one, but a 
young man in Brunswick is working to make it longer. 
Myles Silverman is a force to be reckoned with on the 
collegiate snowboard scene. The two-time champ is 
hoping to show the world what he can do without 
sacrificing his studies.

Local Issue: ENVIRONMENT

Program Date Time Duration Description

NEWS CENTER Maine 1/3 6:03 am 1:30 The first storm of 2019 and yet again just at the 
wrong time! Today the big concern: visibility. 
This snow is already coming down hard here. 
Here where we are it is really coming down sideways 
making it harder to see those cars in front of you.

NEWS CENTER Maine 1/8 6:03 pm 4:46 Maine's utility regulators said today they want more 
answers about the meter and billing problems that 
have hit so many customers of Central Maine Power. 
So, the Public Utilities Commission has ordered a full 
investigation to find out what went wrong and why 
those problems apparently still hasn't been solved.

NEWS CENTER Maine
 

1/14 6:14 pm 2:59 These are intrepid adventurers. When others are on 
the couch watching Patriots replays, these stalwarts 
are out on the frozen surfaces of Maine ice fishing.
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NEWS CENTER Maine 1/16 6:14 pm 3:40 All eyes are on Westbrook as the Ice Disc continues to 
capture the attention of the world. The gigantic ice 
circle has been spinning in the Presumpscot River for 
several days attracting people from all over Maine 
and from away.

NEWS CENTER Maine 1/21 6:01 pm 2:08 The weekend storm left behind a lot of snow that's 
good for skiing but those frigid temperatures, even 
colder wind chills and high wind gusts, present a 
challenge for those with holiday weekend ski plans.   
NEWS CENTER Maine's Dustin Wlodkowski went to 
Lost valley ski area in auburn where the lifts are open 
you just need to bundle up.

NEWS CENTER Maine 1/24 6:09 pm 1:00 A recycling facility in Hancock that serves five 
neighboring towns could be shutting its doors by the 
start of spring. Coastal Recycling has seen a major 
decline in recyclables coming in and has struggled to 
break even. NEWS CENTER's Sean Stackhouse shows 
us what this means for the plant, and the towns it 
serves.

NEWS CENTER Maine 1/28 6:01 pm 2:03 For as long as most Mainers have been alive, their 
electricity has come from a private business.  
Right now, that's Central Maine Power or Emera 
Maine. Now a state legislator is proposing a public 
takeover of those companies-- creating a consumer 
owned electricity utility serving most of the state. 
It's an idea that's likely to be highly controversial.  

NEWS CENTER Maine 2/1 6:24 am 3:28 Grocery stores are hugely energy intensive! They are 
in a constant state of cooling, heating, and shining 
light on their products! But grocery stores like 
Hannaford are trying to be greener because "a" it's 
good for the environment, and "b" it can save them 
some serious cash.

NEWS CENTER Maine 2/5 6:25 am 2:44 All week we're checking out how you can "win" winter 
in Maine, how to make the most of it anyway! This 
morning we're talking about ways to get the kids 
outside having fun.

NEWS CENTER Maine 2/7 6:18 am 2:07 When you think of winter in Maine, camping is 
probably not the first outdoor activity that comes to 
mind. But some hearty people in this case, we're 
talking about something more along the lines of 
"glamping". At Maine Forest Yurts, a family-owned 
business in Durham, Maine, guests can take 
advantage of the winter months by staying in one of 
its 5 yurts right in the middle of the beautiful Maine 
woods. Mainers are doing it and loving it! 

NEWS CENTER Maine 2/28 6:03 pm 1:08 Governor Janet Mills says Maine needs to get serious 
about cutting carbon emissions to fight climate 
change. But she isn't ready to sign onto a 
controversial proposal for a carbon tax on fossil fuels.

NEWS CENTER Maine 3/5 6:06 pm 1:00 Maine voters may get the chance to decide whether 
they want to put more money into protecting land 
and working waterfront. Several conservation groups 
have teamed up with legislators to propose new 
funding for the Land for Maine's Future program.
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NEWS CENTER Maine 3/11 6:23 pm 1:51 If you're looking for signs of spring, consider this, 
brown tail moths are about to leave their webs and 
start eating leaves on the trees where they have 
wintered. Last year, they defoliated more than 120 
thousand acres in Maine, an area more than half the 
size of Baxter State Park. This year is expected to be 
even worse. Bill green has more on the green 
outdoors.

NEWS CENTER Maine 3/15 6:04 pm 5:08 The battle over the Central Maine power transmission 
line from Canada is now focused on climate change. 
The company and even some environmental groups 
say bringing in more than a thousand megawatts of 
power from Quebec will reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. But opponents of the project claim that's 
not true. Today they asked the Legislature to force a 
new study to prove it.

NEWS CENTER Maine 3/28 6:09 am :57 You might not think twice about releasing balloons 
into the air at a celebration, but one Maine lawmaker 
wants you to consider how balloons can affect the 
environment.

NEWS CENTER Maine 3/28 6:00 pm 3:40 You're about to get a better look at where that new 
controversial CMP corridor will be going. Next week, 
environmental hearings begin for that new corridor,
one that would carry power generated in Canada, 
through Maine, to Massachusetts.

Local Issue: POLITICAL EFFORTS

Program Date Time Duration Description

NEWS CENTER Maine 1/1 6:04 pm 1:58 President Trump reportedly has invited congressional 
leaders for a briefing by homeland security.   House 
democrats are threatening to vote Thursday on bills to 
reopen the government without any new money for 
President Trump's border wall.

NEWS CENTER Maine 1/1 6:09 pm 7:47 Janet Mills comes from an accomplished family.  Of 5 
siblings, 3 are lawyers, one a doctor. Four have held 
elected office. Their father was US Attorney for the 
State of Maine, and a legislator, as was his father 
before him. In fact, all 4 grandparents held public 
office. News Center's Cindy Williams sat down with a 
few members of the Mills family to get some insight 
into where our next Governor comes from, and what 
makes her tick.

NEWS CENTER Maine 1/2 6:06 pm 2:23 Big crowd…we've been told more than three thousand 
are expected. And, of course, the statewide radio and 
TV and social media audience. The ceremony tonight 
will begin a new era in state government, the LePage 
Years are over, now the Janet Mills years begin. 
Political leaders will be listening carefully to the 
Governor's speech tonight for clues on what to expect.  
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NEWS CENTER Maine 1/4 6:20 am 1:34 Day 14 of the government shutdown will be the 
backdrop as Speaker Nancy Pelosi and fellow 
Democrats spend their first full day in control of the 
House. The standoff continues as the President and 
Senate Republicans refuse to sign off on measures that 
don't fund the wall.

NEWS CENTER Maine 1/4 6:05 pm 3:42 As Maine's new Governor starts putting her policies 
into action, supporters of renewable energy are 
already smiling. In her inaugural address, Janet Mills 
said Maine needs to take strong steps to fight climate 
change. What might that mean?

NEWS CENTER Maine 1/8 6:11 pm 3:20 Right now, the federal shutdown shows no sign of 
ending anytime soon. Among those ordered to stay 
home are the people who handle tax returns at the 
Internal Revenue Service. But will that soon change 
and how will that affect you filing your taxes?

NEWS CENTER Maine 1/9 6:04 am 1:00 President Donald Trump taking his argument for a 
border wall directly to the American people in last 
night's oval office address. Today starts day 19 in the 
government shutdown. The President and Democrats 
remain locked in a standoff over money for the wall.
The President blaming Democrats and highlighting 
Americans killed by those in the country illegally.
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and top Senate Democrat 
Chuck Schumer immediately followed the President's 
speech with their own argument.

NEWS CENTER Maine 1/14 6:04 am 1:32 President Trump continues his push for a border wall, 
as the government shutdown moves into a 24th day. 
And questions continue to mount about the 
president's behavior when it comes to Russia.

NEWS CENTER Maine 2/1 6:05 pm 3:47 Former governor Paul LePage isn't shying away from 
the spotlight. He went on fox news this week to blast 
the city of Portland. It comes after the Wall Street 
Journal published a story saying asylum seekers are 
draining city resources.

NEWS CENTER Maine 2/5 6:06 am :49 Governor Janet Mills is set to unveil a new state 
budget later this week. Mills says she won't be looking 
to raise taxes, but it’s clear she will be looking to 
increase some critical spending. State house 
republicans are already raising a red flag about 
spending increases. The current two-year budget is 
about seven point two billion dollars not including 
highways.  But the governor has already committed to 
expanding Medicaid, restoring revenue sharing to 
towns and cities and spending more on schools.  
Republicans are warning that all of that is likely to add 
hundreds of millions to the budget, and question 
whether Maine can afford it.  Democrats say there will 
be more surpluses over the next several years, and 
that state government can afford to do more.

NEWS CENTER Maine 2/11 6:19 am 1:28 President Trump heads to El Paso later today to focus 
on securing the southern border with Mexico. Back in 
Washington: the effort to negotiate border security 
and avoid another government shutdown hit a snag 
over the weekend.
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NEWS CENTER Maine 2/14 6:05 am 1:14 Maine's Second District Congressman Jared Golden 
says he's an advocate of creating legislation that 
protects the environment and creates jobs. But says 
that with congress presently divided, it may be hard 
for this type of legislation to be passed. He says he 
hopes that lawmakers on both sides of the aisle can 
come together and pass legislation, sooner, rather 
than later.

NEWS CENTER Maine 2/15 6:19 am 2:58 It appears the shutdown show down is almost over.
Tonight, congress has passed a bill to keep the 
government open. The next stop? President Trump's 
desk. The president says, he will sign it. But promising 
to take another action that is already drawing concern 
from some in both parties.

NEWS CENTER Maine 2/18 6:00 pm 4:10 After a newspaper article reveals former Governor 
Paul LePage exceeded expense limits on taxpayer 
funded trips to Washington, LePage is firing back. This 
morning he former governor discussed the Maine 
Sunday Telegram story that showed the governor 
spent 170 thousand dollars on travel in his final years 
in office.

NEWS CENTER Maine 2/19 6:00 pm 1:19 Lawmakers will consider a bill that would require most 
children to be vaccinated against the range of 
childhood diseases. And it would be a requirement for 
attending school.  That brought a group of mothers 
and children to the State House today to tell legislators 
they think the bill takes away their rights.

NEWS CENTER Maine 2/26 6:09 pm 4:44 Maine law says you must get your car or truck 
inspected once a year. But should it be every two years 
instead? Or maybe no inspection at all? A state 
legislator is proposing those changes. But the people 
who do the inspections, and even the people who 
enforce that law say safe roads require regular 
inspections.

NEWS CENTER Maine 3/5 6:00 pm 4:26 Maine legislators may soon help change the way we 
elect a president. Yesterday, members of a legislative 
committee endorsed a bill that would add Maine to 
the National Popular Vote Interstate Compact. If the 
bill passes Maine would agree to award its electoral 
votes to the presidential candidate who wins the 
national popular vote regardless of who Mainers voted 
for.

NEWS CENTER Maine 3/11 6:04 pm 4:51 Two weeks from today, the Portland City Council will 
begin the debate over whether people who are not US 
citizens should be allowed to vote in city elections.
The idea has already gotten a lot of attention and now 
is getting attention from the Legislature. Today, 
lawmakers started their own debate whether to 
change Maine's constitution to stop Portland.

NEWS CENTER Maine 3/15 6:05 am 1:22 Business and labor leaders visit the state house hoping 
to curry favor with lawmakers. In the hall of flags 
outside the governor's office yesterday it was 
"business day" as some of Maine's top business 
leaders met lawmakers and talked about what they 
hope to see from government.  One floor above, it was 
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labor lobby day, as members of fifty unions worked the 
halls outside the house and senate to share their own 
message. With democrats now in full control of the 
state house, the unions say they're getting a friendlier 
reception than they've had for a few years. Business 
leaders say they're hoping to find agreement on key 
issues.

NEWS CENTER Maine 3/22 6:17 am 3:36 Official Washington is on pins and needles amid signs 
that special counsel Robert Mueller will submit his final 
report to the attorney general any day now. But the 
waiting game will likely continue even after that report 
is complete.

NEWS CENTER Maine 3/25 6:02 am 1:30 The two-year-long investigation into Russian 
interference in the 2016 Presidential election is over. 
But even though special counsel Robert Mueller has 
declared the president and his associates clear from 
collusion, questions remain about obstruction of 
justice.

NEWS CENTER Maine 3/26 6:01 am 1:11 President Trump weighing in on whether the Mueller 
Report should be released to the public. With only a 
four-page summary from attorney general William 
Barr, skeptical democrats have set an April 2 deadline 
for the justice department to turn over special counsel 
Robert Mueller's complete report, and wheels are 
already in motion to get both Barr and Mueller to 
testify. President Trump and his GOP allies are claiming 
victory after Mueller found not enough evidence of 
coordination with Russia during the 2016 election. 
Democrats want Americans to see the full report, but a 
roadblock went up last night when senate majority 
leader Mitch McConnell shot down a resolution to 
make the full report public. The president is insisting 
that those who testified against him were lying.

NEWS CENTER Maine 3/29 6:02 am 2:23 A group of Maine mayors is pushing state lawmakers 
to allow them to implement a local sales tax. Maine is 
among a handful of states nationwide where state law 
forbids a sales tax issued by a municipality.


