
 

 
 

 

 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 
TO:  KNVA Public Files 

 

RE:  Issues and Programs Report – Fourth Quarter 2014 

  October 1 – December 31, 2014 

 

DATE: January 2, 2015 

 

 

  

 
The major significant problems and needs of the Austin community are: 
 
Crime 
Education & Family Values 
Government 
Health & Safety 
Transportation 
 
Attached are examples of local news reports, public service efforts, local programming, 
and syndicated programs that have addressed these issues.   
 

PROGRAMS OF SIGNIFICANT INTEREST 
 

NAME OF PROGRAM DAYS AIRED TIME AIRED 

Austin News  
Austin News @ 9 

Monday - Friday 
Monday - Sunday 
 

7:00 – 9:00 AM 
9:00 – 9:30 PM 

 
This program is produced locally and is a mix of news, weather and sports. All stories 
generally air for between 30 seconds and two minutes.  All stories aired during KNVA’s 
7 a.m. and 9 p.m. newscast. 
 



 

CRIME 
 
10/13/14 Child Therapist Talks about Shooting in front of Children 
Duration 1:00 
Police say a father killed his wife in front of their children. We've been following the 
story all day out of New Braunfels. New Braunfels Police say Jerry Leon Hermes, Jr. ran 
after shooting his wife Lisa. The man was killed by law enforcement just outside of 
Seguin 15 miles away. A traumatic event like this can have life altering repercussions for 
the children. We spoke with the Austin Child Guidance Center. They tell us it's important 
to be involved in trauma involved therapy and counseling ASAP.  Seanna Crosbie from 
the Austin Child Guidance Center says "They need a place in order to process the 
traumatic event, especially when it's involving parents.  These are two people that they 
trusted their entire lives.  They need a safe place in order to do that." We have more 
information on the Guidance Center as well as resources from the National Domestic 
Violence Hotline available on kxan.com. The hotline's number: 1-800-799-SAFE (7233) 
 

10/13/14 New Braunfels Police Department Crime Liaison 
Duration 30 
The New Braunfels Police Department has created a special position to make sure 
victims in the area get help. There is now a crime victim's liaison under the command of 
the Investigations Division.  The liaison makes sure victims have a safe place to turn.  
The liaison also works closely with the prosecutor's office and the Comal County 
Women's Center to ensure victims make the transition through the court system as 
painless as possible.  That person is also available to assist victims with all the paperwork 
regarding compensation programs. 
  
10/13/14 Burnet Escapee 
Duration 55 
The Burnet County Sheriff's Office believes an inmate who escaped over the weekend 
intentionally hurt himself.  The County Sheriff's office says Mural Lamb stuck a pencil in 
his wrist.  The county says he was taken to Cedar Park instead of the local hospital 
because it could better handle the injury.  Officials say they couldn't put handcuffs on 
him and only had leg shackles on him and took his gun. Cedar Park Police were able to 
catch the inmate, but the Burnet County Sheriff says staffing is an issue. "You should 
never send two people."  Sheriff W.T. Smith says, "I'm frustrated to a certain extent, but 
the reality is we're a small county, and there are always going to be issues in small 
counties with funding."  The Texas Commission on Jail Standards says there are 
currently 36 jailers. The Sheriff also told us the jailer should not have been transporting 
the inmate by himself. 
 
11/11/14 APD Drug Sting 
Duration 1:20 
For a month, this undercover officer and others have carefully watched this bridge.  It's a 
coordinated effort all leading up to this night. We want people to know the police are 
targeting the drug market down here.  With restraints, some warrants, and some searches, 
they took back a bridge they say had fallen into the hands of criminals.  These guys took 



bad people off the street.  Downtown Austin, police say this pedestrian bridge right here 
at 4th and Sabine is the area for a lot of open air drug activity after a month long 
operation they came in and made some arrest and we were with them.  Everyone is 
detained, and we are consolidating everyone right now. Everyone on the bridge got their 
hands tied.  By witnessing the drug activity on the bridge during the operation, Police say 
they had the probable cause to search them.  Those with nothing on them were let go.  
But as cash, pipes, and evidence got pulled out of pockets others were loaded up for a 
ride, and the transport van is on its way to jail.  Altogether, Operation Sabine Sweep sent 
33 people to jail on 48 charges.  Police hope it’s safe to walk this bridge again. 
Commander Troy Officer with Austin Police Department “This by far was our one open 
air drug market downtown that needed to be addressed. And it was addressed with 
arrests.  Drug dealers we put in jail. That is what we do.” 
 
11/13/14 Victim of Grocery Robbery 
Duration 1:15 
It happened in broad daylight, at a place she felt safe. "It was my brother's 30th birthday, 
so I was headed over to Central Market to pick up the cakes." What was a typical 
Tuesday, soon became traumatizing.  "I had parked really far away because it was a very 
busy day, and I got in my car and started the engine and looked over to shut my door.  He 
was standing right here, pulling at my purse, as soon as I tried to close the door." She 
says her instincts kicked in and she fought back. "I think my instincts kicked in. I don't 
know how I had the courage to push him out. I just wish somebody walking towards us 
would have heard my honking and heard my screaming." She doesn't want us to reveal 
her name but did want to share her story. Seen in this surveillance footage, police say he's 
targeted five other women in the Austin area.  "Any woman that's alone really needs to be 
aware of her situation."  "She says this should be a wake-up call for grocery stores like 
Central Market, to get more security and surveillance cameras." "For me it was a place 
that I went to at least once a week and I felt safe there, but I don't feel safe there 
anymore."  She's thankful she was able to get away safely, and hopes she was the last 
person this suspect can ever harm. 
 
11/17/14 Bernie Appeal Review 
Duration 1:00  
The name Bernie Tiede is one many will tie to Jack Black and his lovable character in the 
2011 movie Bernie.  But Shanna Nugent says in real life Bernie is anything but a lovable 
character.  Shanna Nugent is Marjorie Nugent's Granddaughter and states that Bernie 
Tiede is a cold blooded murderer thief and a con man.  Bernie confessed to killing her 
grandmother, Marjorie, and spent 17 years in prison for it.  After the movie, new 
evidence surfaced showing Bernie to be a sexual abuse victim, and he was released on 
bond in May to live with Bernie’s filmmaker Richard Linklater here in Austin. I saw how 
he related to everybody a much beloved guy which is an image and a movie that shocked 
Shanna and her family.  It glorifies this guy who shot an 80 year old 4 times in the back.  
Bernie Teide's freedom and new life in Hyde Park could be made permanent by a court 
decision in the coming weeks, but a murder victim's family says this is not a movie and 
that would not be justice.  This is a travesty of justice.  An appeals court will either 
uphold Bernie's early release, or they could send him back to prison.  That's the only 



ending Shanna feels is appropriate for this horror story.  We are going to set this guy free 
on the streets of Austin? I think that is terrifying. 
 
11/17/14 St. Mary’s Burglary 
Duration 40 
Police say burglars left behind blood samples and finger prints when they broke into the 
Roman Catholic Cathedral in downtown Austin.  These photos show how the crooks used 
a ladder to get inside the gift shop at Saint Mary's Cathedral.  They smashed a window 
and hoisted two-thousand dollars worth of jewelry out.  Officials at the Cathedral say the 
burglars broke a statue of the Virgin Mary that dates back to the church's founding in the 
1800's.  Coincidentally, the church had planned to install security cameras today, but they 
weren't up in time for this case. 
 

11/18/14 “Go Fund Me” Arrest 
Duration 30 
The suspect in a KXAN investigation where thousands of dollars in donations 
disappeared has been arrested.  Fallon Mouton was arrested this morning at her home in 
Abbeville Louisiana. She's accused of stealing 46 hundred dollars from an account she 
set up on the website GoFundMe.com. The money was meant for the family of Jessica 
Rodriguez who died back in August just 2 days after giving birth to a baby girl.  Mouton 
is expected to be extradited back to Texas sometime in the next few days.  The Taylor 
Police Chief says he expects more charges in this case. 
 

12/10/14 East Austin Shooting 
Duration 
"I've been here 12 years and I've never seen or heard anything like this." Linda Ruiz says 
it all happened so fast. "When I was in my back room I heard a gunshot, and a couple of 
minutes later I heard the sirens."  "At 12:30pm Austin Police responded to the call of a 
shooting in the 3500 block of Lyons Road."  13 minutes later, a man was found dead.  
"Detectives believe a red ford F-150, possibly with an extended cab was involved."  "Oh 
God I couldn't believe it, I couldn't believe it."  Linda says this is a quiet neighborhood. 
She was shocked to see the man's body by the bus stop lying in the street.  She's grateful 
that children at a nearby school weren't around to see what she saw.  "It scared me; I'd 
never seen anything like this, a dead body."  The detectives are speaking with witnesses. 
Even the smallest piece of information that may seem insignificant to you could be the 
information detectives need to clear this case. "I hope they catch whoever did this." 
 

12/12/14 Ervin Verdict 
Duration 45 
A man accused of killing his father will be placed in a mental hospital instead of prison. 
"Alexander Ervin" was found not guilty by reason of insanity for the 2013 stabbing death 
of his father, Scott.  Two different mental experts testified during trial that Alexander 
suffered from mental illness, but disagreed on whether he knew "right from wrong". The 
jury decided he did not and his mother said it was exactly what the family wanted.  Leslie 
Ervin Alexander Ervin's mother said “this decision will give Lex the best opportunity to 
be placed in a psychiatric facility where he will receive the treatment he so desperately 



needs. Ervin will be put in a mental hospital for evaluation and next month. The judge 
will decide what treatment will be "appropriate.” 
 
12/12/14 Execution Drugs 
Duration 25 
A judge has ordered Texas to release the name of the compounding pharmacy providing 
the lethal drugs used in state executions.  The Department of Criminal Justice had argued 
that the company's name needs to be kept secret because of security reasons.  But State 
District Judge Darlene Byrne rejected that argument saying the company's name should 
be in the "public record.”  The state will most likely appeal. 
 

EDUCATION & FAMILY VALUES 
 
10/13/14 ACC 4 year Degree 
Duration 1:10 
Dallen Drollette is going back to school part time working toward a degree in nursing. 
"Just because you can get into a program and finish the program doesn't mean you end up 
in a hospital or a unit you'd like to work in."  That's why he wants more than just an 
associate degree.  A student at Austin Community College, he's also the father of 2 small 
children and can't necessarily afford to transfer to another college to receive his 
bachelor’s degree.  "You know for some people it takes 15 years.  Depending on how 
aggressive you are they're strapped down for a long time."  That's why education leaders 
are considering expanding some programs at community colleges to make it possible to 
receive your bachelor’s degree.  ACC would be one community college impacted, saving 
students as much as 10 thousand dollars a year. "Less debt, fewer loans, less future stuff 
to be paid off, not having to move, staying close to family."  The change would apply to 
the nursing program as well as some technology programs. Right now students pay about 
4 thousand a year. The extra 2 years would cost another 4 thousand still making it a 
cheaper option then transferring to universities. 
 
10/13/14 TX Task Force on Ebola 
Duration 1:00 
A 17-member task force of top state medical, military, emergency-response and public 
education officials will meet here at the capitol next week.  They plan to bring their first 
report on how to better protect Texas against infectious diseases to the governor and to 
lawmakers December first.  The Task Force will focus on: hospital preparedness, 
command and control issues, disease investigations and monitoring, decontamination and 
waste disposal, patient care issues, and how to handle of domestic animals in contact with 
patients. And today, the Texas Nurses Association plans to address the public's concern 
on Ebola. The group will have a panel of experts talk about a nurses' role when it comes 
to disease management.  Also later this morning, Travis County Commissioners will talk 
about the authority the county has when it comes to quarantine someone during an 
outbreak. 
 
10/15/14 Leadership ATX ACC 
Duration 40 



Voters in several communities will also see another bond proposal. That's what a panel of 
officials and experts touched on this morning at the Leadership Austin Engage Breakfast 
hosted by KXAN's Shannon Wolfson. Some of the money will go toward more upgrades 
at the Highland Mall campus.  It would also fund construction for a new campus in 
Leander. Jeffery Richard says, "Ten years ago we had 30 thousand students, today we 
have 41,000 students not including the extra 15 thousand that are going for continuing 
education.  It's growing its really growing, we know it's growing, why don't we prepare 
for the growth."   If the first two bond propositions pass, the tax bill on a home valued at 
200-thousand dollars will increase by about 40 dollars a year.  
 

11/10/14 Dual Language 
Duration 50 
Parents are pushing for the expansion of dual language programs in South Austin where 
students learn to read, write and speak English and Spanish at the same time.  Right now 
it's offered in a handful of elementary schools, but the district is talking about expanding 
it to some middle schools.  They may not be able to offer it to every student currently in 
the program.  Parents at Oak Hill Elementary are pushing for it at Small Middle School 
which is where their kids will end up.  Esther Williams, Parent at Oak Hill Elementary 
says "His bilingual education would end at fifth grade unless we could transfer to some 
other school which would of course make it harder on us.  During a work session last 
night, AISD board members said expansion plans will come down to money.  Some 
supported offering dual language at Fulmore Middle School to attract students to the 
under enrolled campus. 
 

11/10/14 LBJ Player Killed 
Duration 25 
The family of a teenager killed in East Austin is calling for change.  A car hit LBJ High 
School senior "Jermaine Dillard" while he ran across US Highway 183 near Manor Road 
on Saturday. There's a pedestrian bridge nearby but police believe Dillard used a gap in 
this fence instead.  A spokesperson for TXDOT says they don't plan on fixing the fence 
rather they're looking to remove it all together to encourage people to use the bridge. 
 

11/11/14 Injured Vet Gets Home 
Duration 40 
Tonight, a disabled veteran threw out the first pitch at a softball game at the University of 
Texas. That toss capped off a Veterans Day he'll never forget.  This morning, Sgt. Chris 
Powell was surprised with a new home during a Veterans Day ceremony in Sun City.  
The actual home will be built just down the road from UT, where Sgt. Powell will soon 
attend class.  Sgt. Chris Powell who received the home said "I moved down to Austin 
because I loved Austin and I knew the University of Texas had a great psychology 
program. So, those two things came together and then the house has now come in, so I'm 
excited."  "Operation Finally Home" made the mortgage-free home possible.  Sgt. Powell 
was injured in a 2011 explosion in Afghanistan.  He says Veterans Day is a time he 
reflects on those who sacrificed for their country.  
 

11/13/14 Rainey Street Noise 
Duration 55 



Bars along "Rainey Street" say Austin Police are forcing them to turn down the music or 
face big fines.  City rules say they can't play music outdoors after 10:30 Sunday through 
Wednesday, 11 on Thursdays and after midnight Friday and Saturday.  While that has 
been the rule for a while, bars say police are only just now enforcing this after a couple of 
complaints.  Bars say it's hurting their "bottom line".  Stuart Thompson: "When we have 
to turn off music at midnight when we still have two hours of business that we're able to 
stay open, it definitely affects the crowd."  "We've never had any issues with the police 
department enforcing this rule until a few Sunday's ago when they just kind of busted in 
here and no warnings, nothing like, just wrote a ticket, a $500 ticket."  In the last six 
months, Austin Police have handed out ten citations.  Six of those were within an hour of 
each other on one day in October. 
 
11/18/14 UT Run School 
Duration 25 
A Texas school cuts truancy and bullying rates by ditching its "zero-tolerance" approach 
to student discipline.  A University of Texas professor led the change at Ed White Middle 
School in San Antonio.  The plan swapped "zero-tolerance" for a system called 
"restorative discipline."  It brings together students in conflict and encourages consensus-
based solutions.  The plan started in 2012, since then, student suspensions are down, and 
attendance is up.  
 
11/18/14 Bus Safety Rule 
Duration 50 
One Texas lawmaker says bus routes are endangering many children’s lives, and he plans 
to fix them.  Here's a video from a KXAN investigation a few years ago.   We caught 
several drivers speeding past the flashing red lights and stop signs on school buses, when 
they are dropping children off.  Last school year, a 16-year old was killed crossing the 
street after a driver failed to stop.  House Bill-243 would require school districts to 
change bus routes so no child, ever, has to cross a street to or from a stop. The bus would 
go down one side of the road, turn around, and drop off kids on the other side.  "The fact 
is, this is very dangerous.  It's unfortunate.  In a perfect world everyone would stop. 
You're seeing that people aren't stopping."  There is no organized opposition yet.  State 
lawmakers will take up the bill in January when the session starts. 
 

11/19/14 Texas Textbook Vote 
Duration 30 
Last night the State Board of Education said no to the new books in a preliminary vote. 
There's disagreement over the material.  Some say the books over-exaggerate the 
influence of biblical figures on American democracy.  Others believe the books ignore 
what they call the connections between radical Islam and modern terrorism.  If education 
leaders approve the books on Friday students will use them for the next decade. 
 

12/10/14 AISD Superintendent Finalist 
Duration 1:15 
Joey Lozano is a longtime friend and former colleague of Paul Cruz's at the Texas 
Education Agency. Joey Lozano says, "When the board first announced that he was not 
going to be a candidate for the permanent superintendent's job, I immediately thought, 



'Oh they're going to change their mind after a couple of months of seeing how well he 
performs in the interim superintendent's position.'"  And, they did. Monday we learned 
Cruz was one of three candidates left in the superintendent search. Then district officials 
announced Wednesday, the other two candidates, who are not from the Austin area, 
withdrew from the selection process. Cruz has been the interim superintendent since 
April. Since the school board originally wasn't going to consider him for the job we asked 
district officials what changed?  Reyna Tells AISD spokesperson says, "I might defer to 
the board of trustees on that very question. I can say there was resounding community 
support for Dr. Cruz and that was a big consideration in adding him to the candidate list."  
Lozano says while working with Dr. Cruz, he proved to be a skilled leader. Joey Lozano 
says, "He sees the big picture. He's very visionary. He's got a global vision, but he also 
understands the importance of all the little pieces that go into making the big picture."  
Lozano says he thinks the school board would have been hard pressed to find a candidate 
as qualified as Cruz. The school board meets again Monday. They'll decide then whether 
to name Cruz as 'the' sole finalist.  
 

12/11/14 Capitol Nativity 
Duration 1:20 
The nativity scene will go up smack dab in the middle of the rotunda, underneath the 
sunlit dome, and watchful stern portraits, ghosts of governors past. The state preservation 
board gave the green light, since private donors made this possible; no state sponsorship, 
support or endorsement. The Texas Nativity Scene Project says this is where they make 
their stand.  I think very much there's been a push back against Christmas, I think there's 
been a war against Christmas. This effort is an expression of the Christian community 
coming together and saying we have a right to be in the public square and express our 
views just as much as anyone else does.  As the weekend work goes on to get the display 
ready not everyone is singing Hosannas. Critics warn it better be clearly marked as a 
private exhibit or it will give the wrong impression that people don't walk in and 
immediately assume this is a Christian nation and a Christian display. Jews are going to 
feel out of place, Muslims are going to feel out of place, atheists feel out of place, it's not 
just the Godless heathens trying to shut down Christmas, I love Christmas. Matt says he's 
even got the ornament to prove it. He maintains one option is to ban all such displays by 
anyone. There's two options and one is you let everybody put up whatever they want, in 
which case this place looks like crap. The girls might not agree. 
  

12/12/14 Condoleezza to UT 
Duration 1:30 
There's a published report tonight claiming the front runner to be the next President of the 
University of Texas Austin could very well be former Secretary of State "Condoleezza 
Rice.” This news comes from reporter "Richard Johnson" of the New York Post online 
edition. He cites "unnamed" UT alumni sources.  Rice has been serving on the College 
Football Playoff Committee.   She has served as a professor at Stanford University since 
leaving Washington. She was Secretary of State under President George W. Bush. UT 
President Bill Powers is resigning after the Spring Semester. The move comes after a 
power struggle within the UT Board of Regents over how the University should be run. 
There is no official word about Rice's candidacy.  But the Board of Regents announced 
today they will hold a "special meeting" this Monday in Austin. The agenda talks about 



discussing legal items regarding the investigation into admissions practices at UT Austin. 
Also on the agenda is discussion of "personnel matters" including those of "president's at 
campuses.”  Another person the New York Post article mentions as a potential candidate 
to take over is former Republican US Senate Kay Bailey Hutchison.  And it might be 
worth noting the current UT Systems Chancellor is UT alum and former Navy Admiral 
"William McRaven". In addition to being Commander of the Special Operation 
Command, he spearheaded the operation to kill Osama Bin Laden.  He took over this 
year for outgoing Chancellor Cigarroa, and does have ties to Washington. 
 

12/12/14 Trail of Lights Toll Pay Weekend 
Duration 1:20 
What started as a small neighborhood show fifty years ago runs a big light bill now. 
They've gotten pretty good at it. There is a lot to see including 40 displays, and it is so 
much that it will make you dizzy.  As for the new weekend gate fee, it is to pay for all the 
lights and services they provide.  You have to pay for things if you like them said Miguel. 
You could have come on a weekday when it is free.  Nikki said “Oh man I'm a working 
mom, and my husband works fulltime. Coming here on the week nights is almost 
impossible.”  With parking limited to 1-thousand spaces, most come by shuttle, cab, 
bicycle or on foot. There's something else new this year, a 90 foot Ferris wheel. From 
here you can see the whole trail, kind of like Santa coming in for a landing.  You get 
those weekend gate fees in advance, on-line or at HEB.  As for the free young children 
under twelve, they're just glad to be here.  You're an experienced old hand at this? Yes. 
What do you like the best? “Everything!  It’s festive. It gives you a good spirit.” 
 
GOVERNMENT 

 

10/14/14 ISIS Advancing in Iraq 
Duration 25 
Here's the latest on ISIS: fighters for the so called Islamic state are making a new push on 
Airstrikes, ISIS is again advancing in Iraq.  Suicide bombers killed more than 100 people 
in and around Baghdad, at least 30 in the capitol tonight.  The U.S. Army Chief of Staff, 
General Ray Odierno, who ran the training of Iraqi Forces, says they will likely have to 
re-train many Iraqi soldiers.  He blames the desertions of soldiers in the face of ISIS, not 
on their training, but on bad commanders. 
  

10/14/14 Voter ID Remains for November Election 
Duration 35 
The Texas voter ID law will remain in effect for next month's election.  The Fifth Circuit 
Court of Appeals today issued a stay that overturns a lower court's ruling that struck 
down the law. Back in 2011, Texas lawmakers passed a bill requiring voters to show 
photo ID cards at the polls.  Last Thursday, a federal court blocked the law after the U.S. 
Justice Department argued it would suppress minority turnout.   Attorney General Greg 
Abbott appealed to the fifth circuit.  It means Texas' Voter ID law will be in place when 
early voting starts next week for the November 4th election. 
 
10/15/14 Obama Ebola 
Duration 55 



President Obama has canceled a scheduled trip to Rhode Island and New York tomorrow 
to stay at the White House so he can monitor the government's Ebola response.  The 
president met with cabinet and health officials this afternoon.  He says the equivalent of a 
C-D-C "swat" team will be sent within 24 hours to any hospital where a case is 
diagnosed.  The president also said he wants to ease peoples' concerns.  President Obama: 
So bottom line in terms of the public, I want people to understand that the dangers of you 
contracting Ebola, the dangers of a serious outbreak are extraordinarily low. But we are 
taking this very seriously at the highest levels of government. During his remarks, the 
president told reporters he personally shook hands and hugged medical staff in Atlanta 
who had treated an Ebola case.  He said he felt "perfectly safe" doing so since they had 
followed established prevention protocols. 
 
11/11/14 Abbott Appointments 
Duration 35 
Governor-elect Greg Abbott is wasting little time in filling out his administration.  Today 
he nominated Cameron County Judge "Carlos Cascos" to serve as Texas' next Secretary 
of State. Cameron County is in the Rio Grande Valley.  Abbott said at todays news 
conference his first trip as Governor-elect was to the Valley to celebrate Veterans Day 
with south Texans and to discuss the economy and job creation.  Most of the questions he 
was asked here at the capitol had to do with immigration and possible executive action by 
President Barrack Obama.  Abbott called on the President to work with states to fix the 
country's immigration plans. 
 
11/13/14 Senate Leadership Elections 
Duration 30 
We are just two months away from Republicans taking control of the Senate.  So today, 
both parties are holding elections for their leadership positions.  While Democrat Harry 
Reid will be out as Senate Majority Leader, he is expected to be re-elected as Senate 
Minority Leader, and Mitch McConnell who is currently the Minority Leader will likely 
replace Reid as the Majority Leader.  

 

11/18/14 Congress and ISIS 
Duration 45 
Congress is tackling the growing safety concerns with ISIS in Syria.  Today, federal 
authorities are hunting for clues in the latest ISIS video of the violent death of 26 year old 
American Peter Kassig.  They’re looking at the background, trees and terrain, to pinpoint 
where these killers may be.  French authorities have identified one man and are looking 
for a second.  There is at least one U.S. hostage left: a 26 year old aid worker ISIS 
kidnapped last year.  The Obama administration still insists paying ransom for American 
hostages is not the solution.  John Kerry, Secretary of State says "We are not intimidated. 
You are not intimidated. Our friends and partners are not intimidated."  Lawmakers were 
scheduled to have a senate hearing today on the strategy against ISIS, but that has been 
delayed. 
 
12/10/14 CIA Report 
Duration 50 



The day after the blockbuster senate report on C-I-A torture, there are calls from overseas 
and from Capitol Hill for those responsible to be prosecuted.  Sen. Mark Udall (D) 
Colorado "It is bad enough not to prosecute these officials, but to reward or promote 
them and risk the integrity of the U.S. government to protect them is incomprehensible."  
Rep. Jackie Speier (D) California “You know there's an arrogance that exists within the 
CIA that has to be reined in.”  However when asked today, White House officials 
suggested President Obama would not push criminal prosecutions. A former detainee 
who was not tortured weighed in.  Moazzam Begg, Former Guantanamo Bay Detainee 
“there is no sense in simply doing this confession in public and saying we confess, but 
really we are not subject to the law like everybody else."  Fighting back today, former 
CIA Director Michael Hayden is insisting the program was legal.  He says it’s what 
Americans needed after 9/11 to stay safe. 
 

12/11/14 Pedi-cab Regulations 
Duration 20 
The City of Austin banned one type of pedi-cab.  In 10 days, drivers can no longer 
operate with trailers attached to bicycles.  We showed in a previous KXAN Investigation 
the danger of operating that type of pedi-cab. The rules adopted today will "decrease" the 
number of pedi-cab permits from more than 500 to about 300. 
 

12/12/14 Section 8 Housing Lawsuit 
Duration 45 
The Austin Apartment Association is suing the City of Austin. This comes after council 
approved Source of Income Ordinance. Passed last night it requires property owners to 
take part in the Section 8 housing program.  Supporters of the law say low-income 
families, veterans, people with disabilities and the elderly with government housing 
voucher's are being discriminated against.  The Austin Apartment Association says it 
makes the "voluntary" federal program a must with the government."  Robbie Robinson 
says "It's not that we have anything against the voucher or the person that's the recipient 
of the voucher, it's the program itself. It's this big book of regulations and rules that we 
would have to agree to and contract with the government."  Other concerns are the law 
will burden landlords with inspections, compliance regulations which interferes with 
private property rights.  
  
HEALTH & SAFETY 

 

10/15/14 Bio-Containment Centers 
Duration 35 
Looking deeper, Emory University Hospital in Atlanta where that second nurse is being 
treated is one of just four places in the country equipped to isolate patients with 
dangerous infectious diseases.  The other three include the National Institutes of Health in 
Bethesda, Maryland, the Nebraska Medical Center in Omaha and St. Patrick Hospital in 
Missoula, Montana.  Here's a look inside an isolation unit at Emory.  Healthcare workers 
at this site have had extensive training on using protective gear and on removing 
contaminated garments without infecting themselves. Emory follows a rigid procedure 
that requires everyone "donning and doffing" gear to be watched to ensure no mistakes 
are made. 



 
10/16/14 School Bus Scare in Leander 
Duration 1:30 
Sasha Young spoke with us and says, "I am feeling shaky, a little nervous." Fifth grader 
Sasha Young lives just around the corner from this destroyed stone mailbox. She says 
this isn't the only thing the bus driver hit.  Sasha says they also hit a fire hydrant, some 
trees and a cactus. She says they were running off the road, and hit something that broke 
a window on the bus. Leander ISD officials say they received a call around 3:30 about a 
school bus that ran into a tree branch.  Sasha called her dad at one point to tell him what 
was happening.  Kirk Young says, "A few seconds into the conversation she mentioned 
broken glass and that I needed to come get her right away. And that's when I knew 
something was wrong."  Sasha says the bus driver didn't seem concerned.  Sasha said 
about the bus drive "She said, "Oh aren't we just having a great time? Maybe we should 
go faster.'  She was like, 'Nothing to worry about.' She was giggling, laughing."  Her dad 
is happy she's home and ok but is left wondering exactly what went on. 
Kirk Young says, "This could be anything, and I don't want to jump to a conclusion of 
what happened, but I'm just glad everyone's safe because it sounds like it was an 
extended ride or incident."  The end result was that a Leander Independent School 
District bus driver charged with driving while intoxicated with between 22 and 30 
children on the bus may have been on up to nine medications according to Travis County 
deputies. An arrest warrant says 61-year-old Kathy Loraine Legrand admitted she took 
pain killers and anti-depressants and mixed them with alcohol the night before she was 
arrested. 
 

10/16/14 City Preparedness for Ebola 
Duration 1:20 
This morning at 9:30 Mayor Lee Leffingwell along with Travis County and St. David 
health officials will meet here at the Travis County Commissioners Court. They'll give a 
press conference on how they are preparing for a potential health threat.  A big part of the 
conversation not only here but across the country is how to correctly put on and take off 
protective gear not only for Ebola but any infectious disease. K-X-A-N news spoke with 
the University of Texas, School of Public Health in Houston.  It says Ebola has a 70 
percent mortality rate, and that the virus can live a few hours in bodily fluid.  Healthcare 
providers are always at risk when working with a patient that has Ebola.  That is why 
they say learning how to properly dress while treating the virus is critical.  Catherine 
Troisi says, "Because your safety equipment may be contaminated on the outside.  It's 
when you get out of it that you have to be particularly careful." 
 
11/11/14 NYC Ebola Patient Released 
Duration 30 
The last U.S. Ebola patient, Dr. Craig Spencer, is out of the hospital in New York tonight.  
Dr. Spencer said today “The protocols for health care workers to monitor themselves for 
symptoms after returning from West Africa are effective. Dr. Craig Spencer an Ebola 
Survivor stated "I am a living example of how those protocols work and of how early 
detection is critical to both surviving Ebola and ensuring that it is not transmitted to 
others."  At the same time nurse Kaci Hickox left her home in northern Maine today.  
Twenty One days have passed since she last had contact with an Ebola patient while 



working in Sierra Leone.  She spoke out against imposed quarantines on health care 
workers returning from Africa.   
 
11/17/14 Firefighter Sleep 
Duration 1:15  
A loud fire alarm is a rude but familiar awakening for firefighters.  Larry Mulrain, a 
Cedar Park Fireman says "Usually the first instance is 'where am I again?' but that shakes 
off pretty quickly and we get everything on and get out the door pretty quick."  No matter 
the hour, Larry Mulrain and his team get out from under the covers and respond to calls.  
That inconsistency carries over outside the station as well.  "So often we get up in the 
middle of the night, and it transfers over when we get home. It shakes you out of your 
sleep patterns."  Those sleep patterns are being analyzed in a study with UT.  Cedar Park 
firefighters have been sharing their habits with researchers now for about two years.  Rob 
Scott "When the study began, it wasn't focusing on sleep, but instead what firefighters 
were cooking up for their diet."  Initially a look into health and wellness as a whole one 
thing kept coming up.  Chief James Mallinger "the firefighters actually brought up how 
sleep could be an issue that could affect their wellness and fitness. So, the study was 
expanded to include that."  The study is ongoing, and for firefighters, so is the effort to 
adjust.  Larry Mulrain stated "You just adapt to it" making sure they'll be ready no matter 
what time duty calls. 
  

11/19/14 Drug Vending Machine 
Duration 20 
A new vending machine will help you bypass the pharmacy to refill your prescriptions.  
Instymeds is dispensing pharmaceuticals within a couple of weeks at Arizona State 
University.  Any student or university employee with a prescription from the University’s 
Health Services will replace the schools pharmacy which closed in September. 
 
11/19/14 CPS Lawsuit 
Duration 20 
A former investigator for Texas Child Protective Services has filed a lawsuit against the 
State's Health and Human Services Commission. "Jose Antonio Carrizal Junior" says he 
was fired unfairly after making a series of complaints. He says investigations were not 
thorough enough after a number of cases when children died while under the supervision 
of C-P-S. 
 
12/10/14 NFL Conduct 
Duration 1:10 
After a string of high profile criminal cases and public outcry the NFL today announced a 
new personal conduct policy. Until now the league did not have a "defined policy" to deal 
with domestic abuse.  Before this year the harshest punishment a player ever received 
was a one game suspension.  This afternoon NFL owners meeting in Irving unanimously 
approved this new setup.  The new policy calls for a baseline suspension of six games 
without pay for violations involving assault, battery, domestic violence, dating violence, 
child abuse or other forms of family violence or sexual assault.  Additional violations 
include "banishment" from the league.  Roger Goodell / NFL Commissioner says "The 
policy is comprehensive. It is strong. It is tough, and it is better for everyone associated 



with the NFL." Michael Bidwell / Owner, Arizona Cardinals "The policy is not just about 
discipline, it's about education and training."  The new plan calls for stepped-up 
counseling and support for all league personnel. There is also, a special conduct 

committee which will consult with outside experts to review and alter the policy when 
necessary.  The new rules go into effect immediately. 
 

12/11/14 Fighting Anti-Body Resistance 
Duration 40 
A group of doctors are launching a nationwide campaign that teaches people how to use 
antibiotics effectively.  They say the overuse of antibiotics is the world's most pressing 
health threat.  One infectious disease expert said that when bacteria wins the war against 
antibiotics, they get stronger and more resistant.  And, that can lead to dire consequences, 
including death.  Dr. Sameer Patel, Infectious Disease expert says “We try to reserve 
antibiotics only for patients who need them and if we do we try to do it for the minimum 
duration.” The week-long campaign called "resistance" aims to get doctors to run several 
tests before writing up an antibiotics prescription. 
 

12/12/14 Alex Hermann Returns Home 
Duration 1:20 
A young boy may finally return home today after he was hit by lightning at the Field of 
Dreams in Bee Cave.  The mother of Alex Hermann gave us these pictures.  She says he's 
made remarkable progress, but the last three months have been tough.  They hope Alex 
will be released today, but it'll depend on a few factors including paperwork.  In August, 
Alex was struck directly in the stomach.  In the first few days after it happened he 
couldn't speak, hear or move.  He also suffered brain damage. In September, we told you 
the family decided to sue the Lake Travis Youth Association and the soccer field for not 
having a weather monitor.  Mark Levin says, "They didn't comply with industry 
standards.  They didn't' comply with basic safety rules by keeping the kids on the field 
knowing there was a thunder storm in the area."  The nearest rain storm was three miles 
away and was part of a thunderstorm moving over Lake Austin toward Bee Cave. 
Witness’ say it seemed like it was out of the blue, but the family's attorney said 
consulting a weather app could have prevented it.  The Field of Dreams is now installing 
a lightning detection system which would predict lightning before it strikes. 
 
TRANSPORTATION 
 
10/10/14 Traffic Management Center 
Duration 1:30 
Larry Chapman says, "I wasn't born with a lot of patience so I guess that's why I sit there 
and fidget at lights and figure out why I'm sitting at the light." Larry Chapman doesn't 
hesitate to call the city and let them know if there's a problem at a certain light. Larry 
Chapman says, "If there's cross traffic then that's fine because people have to go, but if 
you have a group of cars and we're all sitting at a light for no reason then the timing 
needs to be changed."   He's one of the 1,000 complaints the city receives a month about 
the lights.  Sophia Beausoleil says, "The city has a new traffic management system where 
employees at the transportation department can look at these screens, monitor certain 
streets like Caesar Chavez and First Street and remotely change the traffic signals."   Jim 



Dale says, "We can call up the signal on our system and look at the signal timing and 
maybe address their concerns right there."   Almost all of the 1,000 traffic signals in the 
city can be changed in real time.  A little more than a hundred have surveillance cameras.  
Jim Dale says, "We have a view of Zilker Park to help people going to ACL"  
Views will come in handy not only during big events, but also rush hour and severe 
weather. Larry Chapman says, "I think that's a great idea, probably long over due. It's 
going to help the city of Austin tremendously getting get everything coordinated."   The 
Transportation Department says the system depends on drivers like Larry.   Jim Dale 
says, "If they're unhappy with the signal timing let us know, there maybe something we 
can do in a particular location."  
   

10/12/14 Lavaca Construction 
Duration 20 
If your morning drive takes you up Lavaca, you may want to take an alternate route.  
Starting Monday morning, two lanes will close between 2nd and 3rd streets.  Crews will 
be finishing up improvements along 3rd street including wider sidewalks and installing a 
bike lane with concrete barriers separates cars from bicycles. Work is scheduled to wrap 
up the day before Thanksgiving. 
 
11/10/14 Deadly 18 Wheeler Crash 
Duration 1:10 
Right now all northbound lanes of 183 are shut down near the Mopac interchange. I want 
to show you what happened.  Police tell us the truck was going up that on ramp which 
leads to Mopac off 183, when it tipped off the ramp landing on the main lanes of 183 and 
catching fire.  The driver inside the truck was unable to escape the flames and died here 
at the scene.  At one point both north and sound bound lanes of 183 were closed but once 
the fire was out police reopened the southbound lanes.  It could be 7 or 8 o'clock before 
the northbound lanes will open and here's why our vehicular homicide is doing their 
investigation, everything that's entailed with that including pictures, measurements, 
anything like that. Then we have a couple of our commercial vehicle officers on the 
scene. They'll do their investigation of the truck.  Other than that, we'll be waiting on the 
wrecker to come. 
 

11/10/14 Quiet Zones 
Duration 30 
Today, people living near train tracks will be able to sleep without the usual loud noises. 
This map shows you the new quiet zones set up along South Austin. This means, you 
won't hear the train horns on West Stassney Lane and four other railroad intersections.  
Typically trains are required to sound their horn when approaching intersections for 
safety reasons.  But work by neighborhoods and city officials have led to the new 
changes.  Train engineers also warn that if there is some sort of danger on the tracks they 
will still sound the horn in those circumstances. 
 
11/13/14 Bergstrom Express 
Duration 1:25 
The idea is to get you off the asphalt jungle of I-35, and give you a fast alternative, like 
the Manor Expressway 290-east.  That's what they are selling to these folks a fast moving 



183 "Bergstrom Expressway". Twelve lanes, half free, something to ease traffic jams and 
spur economic growth to the east.  We better have an alternative in place if and when we 
do anything on I-35, otherwise we'll increase congestion on I-35 with construction and on 
side facilities that aren't built for it. This is going to be an economic powerhouse over 
here.  Half the dozen lanes will be tolled to pay off investors their $680-million.   That 
doesn't bother Gary or Jean Allen, long-timers out here; they've got their own plan.  If 
there's a traffic situation or a time situation I'll use toll. If it's off hours and I don't have a 
schedule I'm going free.  John Lutes just moved from Chicago to a new home along 183 
he just wants relief.  It's nicer than what it is right now. It is kind of dicey getting out of 
the driveway. Is a toll the necessary evil we must endure? Ha, I don't mind if it makes it 
easier for us. 
 

11/18/14 Leander ISD Bus Situation 
Duration 45 
We're learning more about what happened before deputies arrested a bus driver suspected 
of driving students while intoxicated.  "What is the district doing to make sure this kind 
of incident doesn't happen again?"  "We're certainly reviewing our training opportunities.  
This is not an issue that we have had in the past, and we feel that our training materials 
are strong."  Leander ISD is not changing any policies at this point.  The schools do have 
some safeguards in place.  Drivers are supposed to report if they are taking any 
medication that could interfere with their jobs.  An assistant superintendent says there's 
no evidence the bus driver in this case Kathy Legrand ever reported to her supervisors 
that she was taking medication.  That's despite court documents showing Legrand later 
told authorities she takes nine medications throughout the day. The district says Legrand 
also passed a drug test earlier this year. 
 

11/19/14 League of Cities 
Duration 45 
RIGHT NOW, 3-thousand city leaders from all over the country are in Austin for the 
"League of Cities Conference.”  Austin was chosen to host the event because it's viewed 
nationally as a forward thinking city with innovative technology.  City leaders will talk 
about issues ranging from economic development to transportation.  Mayor Lee 
Leffingwell says he wants to hear what other cities are doing to ease their commute. 
"We're kind of at a cross roads right now.  With the failure of Proposition 1 in the last 
election we are trying to decide which way to go now, and we are looking for innovative 
ideas in that regard.”  The conference runs through Saturday. 
 

12/10/14 State of TX Health System 
Duration 1:00 
A panel of lawmakers agreed to shake up the state's health system. Here is how health 
and human services is organized right now five departments under the umbrella of one 
commission. Each tackles things like Medicaid, aging services, or child protection.  For 
example a sub-agency like Child Protective Services, was under the Department of 
Family and Protective Services which was under the Health and Human Services 
Commission.  Under the plan unanimously approved all five of the agencies will merge 
into one. In 2003, 12 agencies merged into the 5. Lawmakers say this will help the 
system help more people and operate more efficiently with fewer administrative costs. 



That could affect state workers especially here in Austin.  But Senator Jane Nelson, who 
oversaw the Sunset Advisory Commission report, tells KXAN any staff changes could be 
made with reassignments and not filling positions that come open.  The plan still needs to 

be approved by the full legislature next year. 
 

12/11/14 Round Rock Wreck and Traffic Options 
Duration 1:10 
A crash between a pickup truck and two 18-wheelers on I-35 injured a man and caused 
quite a back up this morning.  That person is recovering at a local hospital.  The wreck 
happened early this morning on I-35 near Hester’s Crossing at Exit 252.  The crash 
blocked traffic for hours. The highway reopened around ten this morning.  A professor of 
Transportation Engineering at UT Austin said that Texas frontage roads can help in cases 
like this, but she says the roads are not designed to handle heavy traffic.  Kara 
Kockelman/UT Professor said they are designed to handle average traffic loads, maybe 
the worst 20th hour of the year, that kind of traffic load, and looking into the future. But 
these facilities, especially the 1-35 corridor haven't been expanded because of right of 
way constraints."  She also says there is not enough money coming in from the state's 
gasoline tax.  Money from that tax goes to road projects and education.  The gasoline tax 
was last raised back in 1991 when it went up to 20 cents per gallon.  The national average 
is 30 cents a gallon. 
 

12/12/14 William Cannon Closure 
Duration 20 
if you'll be driving around town this weekend. Starting tonight at 8, William Cannon 
Drive will be closed in both directions at Highway 290. The lanes will open back up 
Monday morning. Crews are working on a project to make traffic flow easier at the 290-
William Cannon intersection. 
 
 


