
FACE THE STATE 3rd QUARTER 2018 

7/1/18  Face the State    6:30-7:00am and 9:30-10:00am  

Host: Dennis Bragg  

Guests: Jeff Mow Glacier National Park Superintendent and Racine Freide, Executive Director Glacier County Tourism  

Discussion centered on the benefits and drawbacks of Glacier National Park’s recent record setting seasons, how it’s good for the 
economy, but presenting challenges in handling crowds, traffic and preserving visitor experiences. They explain how social media is 
creating some visitor impacts, but it is also a tool for helping promote areas that are seeing less traffic, and advising people on 
changing conditions, such as fire closures. The program also covered the park’s long-term planning efforts such as changes to the 
Going-to-the-Sun Corridor management.  
 

7/8/18  Face the State    6:30-7:00am and 9:30-10:00am   

Host: Jon Stepanek 

Guest: Rod Ostermiller, U.S. Marshal for Montana 

Rod was recently selected by the President to fill the role of U.S. Marshal.  He was confirmed by unanimous vote in the U.S. Senate.  
We talked about the role of the Marshals office in law enforcement in the community and the state. We talked about the scourge of 
methamphetamine and how it is affecting crime across the region.  We talked about jail overcrowding in the state.   

7/15/18 Face the State     6:30-7:00am and 9:30-10:00am  

Hosts: Mike Dennison and Dr. David Parker  

Guests: Sara Meloy Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation and Bill Milton Roundup Rancher  

Dr. David Parker and Mike Dennison hosted Face the State with guests Sara Meloy, water planner with the state Department of 
Natural Resources and Conservation, and Bill Milton, a rancher from the Roundup area, to discuss state and local efforts to plan on 
how to deal with drought and water shortages, as the climate continues to change. We focused on the state’s first water summit, 
which was held earlier this spring, and efforts coming out of that meeting of 300 people. We also showed a short video produced by 
DNRC that summarized water issues across the state. 
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7/22/18 Face the State     6:30-7:00am and 9:30-10:00am  

Host: Chet Layman 

Guests: Jocelyn Dodge/Beaverhead Deerlodge National Forest, Gina Evans/Former Butte-100 Race Director, Christal 
Smith/Highlands Bike Club 

We talked about the growing popularity of Butte as a destination Mountain Bike area. We shot the entire segment along one of the 
trails in the Thompson Park area just outside of Butte. 

7/29/18 Face the State    6:30-7:00am and 9:30-10:00am  

Guests: Tom Butler Montana Highway Patrol Colonel and Mike Tooley Director MT Department of Transportation  

Montana Fatal Crashes:   

The Montana highway patrol reports that was a nearly 20-percent decline from the year before... When there were 76 deaths in the 
first nearly six months of the year. 
 
At one point - earlier in 2018 - Montana went four weeks without a single fatal crash. 

It was the first time in at least a decade that Montana had that long of a streak with no fatalities. 

And while the overall statistics took a decline during that nearly six month period - the last week of June and the first week of July 
took a deadly turn. 

For the week of June 24th through the 30th -- there were five fatalities. 

And the first week of July that number more than doubled: eleven additional fatalities for the week of July first through the seventh. 
That made for 16 deaths on Montana roadways in a two week period. 
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8/5/18  Face the State    6:30-7:00am and 9:30-10:00am  

Host:  Tim McGonigal 

Guests: Brenda Kornick – Collections and Exhibitions Director and Duane Braaten – Director of Art and Philanthropy 

Tim hosted a Face the State on the history, current status and future of the CM Russell Museum.  We talked about the Russell 
Auction and why Charlie Russell lived on 4th Avenue North in Great Falls.  Brenda talked about the current seasonal exhibit on the 
women in Charlie’s life.  We included video of historical photos of Charlie with Native Americans and Great Falls citizens. 

8/12/18 Face the State    6:30-7:00am and 9:30-10:00am  

Host: Dennis Bragg 

Guests: Andrea Davis Homeward Executive Director and Jessica Burson Fundraising and Marketing Manager for Homeward 

Program covered efforts to promote affordable housing in Montana and the special challenges stemming from today’s economy. 
Those include the upward trend in housing prices, lack of developable land and other issues in fast growing markets like Missoula, 
Kalispell and Bozeman. Discussion covered how Homeward is using a number of programs, such as home buyer education, working 
with local governments and developing unique projects across Montana to address the needs. Those range from re-purposing 
Bakkan Oil Field housing to development of new projects.  
 

8/19/18 Face the State    6:30-7:00am and 9:30-10:00am  

Host:  Jay Kohn 

Guest:  Russell Rowland, Montana author 

Today’s program featured author Russell Rowland, discussing his latest book, Fifty Six Counties, A Montana Journey. Russell talked 
about his book – described as a combination travelogue, memoir and historical account of what makes Montana such a unique 
place. Rowland spent two years traveling to all 56 Montana counties – interviewing people from all walks of live. During his Montana 
travels, Rowland takes a closer look at who we are, where we came from, and what we might be in the process of becoming. 

Rowland has also written several other books about Montana, including In Open Spaces, The Watershed Years, and High & Inside. 
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8/26/18 Face The State    6:30-7:00am and 9:30-10:00am  

Host: John Sherer 

Guests: Heather White Yellowstone Forever and Todd Koel, Yellowstone Biologist  

Two guests discuss restoration efforts for Yellowstone Cutthroat Trout in Yellowstone National Park. Heather White, President and 
CEO of Yellowstone Forever talks about a $500,000 grant the organization obtained for the work. She discusses the importance of 
the restoration effort to the group and its donors and the challenge of raising money for an effort that will take decades to 
complete. 

Yellowstone National Park Biologist Todd Koel spoke about the actual implementation of eradicating invasive Lake Trout from 
Yellowstone Lake and the progress so far in bring back Cutthroat Trout populations. He also discussed the history of non-native 
species introductions into the waters of the park. 

9/2/18  Face The State    6:30-7:00am and 9:30-10:00am  

Host: Mike Dennison  

Guest: Frank Abaganle Jr.  

Mike Dennison hosts Frank Abaganle Jr.  Abaganle is the AARP's Fraud Watch ambassador.  Abagnale's story was told in the 2002 
movie Catch Me if You Can.  He was an accomplished con-man who posed as a doctor and pilot among other professions. When he 
was ultimately caught he was hired by the FBI to help them fight fraud and that is what he has been doing for the past 40 years. 

9/9/18  Face The State    6:30-7:00am and 9:30-10:00am  

On "Face the State," MTN News examined the epidemic of missing and murdered indigenous women in Montana. KRTV has been 
following the missing person case of Ashley Loring, also known as Ashley Heaveyrunner. She was last seen on the Blackfeet Indian 
Reservation on June 13th. 

On June 8th, Ashley’s family came together in Browning for a remembrance walk and prayer vigil in honor of Ashley’s disappearance. 
Her sister Kimberly Loring, talked with KRTV about have they are keeping hope alive even though this past year without Ashley has 
been difficult.   
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Blackfeet/Shoshone film makers Ivy and Ivan MacDonald recently made a 22-minute documentary about missing and murdered 
indigenous women. They have traveled across the states to host free screenings of “When They Were Here,” in hopes to educate 
people about the epidemic on tribal lands. The brother and sister team are now working on a longer project of the same subject in 
hopes it will be aired nationwide.  

June also marks almost one and half years since Matthew Grant was reported missing and later found dead in Browning. Matthew’s 
cousin, Tara Walker Lyons, sat down with KRTV and discussed not only the issues family member face when someone goes missing 
on tribal lands but she also discussed who her cousin was. Tara also tied both Matthew’s and Ashley’s cases together since the 
incidents only happened six apart.  

Annita Lucchesi is a currently working on towards for Doctorate at the University of Lethbridge. As part of her schooling, she started 
a missing and murdered indigenous women database in 2015. She has found there is about 20,000 cases that there is no information 
on. She also found that law enforcement is not keeping track of cases like they should. Annita says tribes and law enforcement need 
to come together to address jurisdictional issues 

 

9/16/18 Face the State    6:30-7:00am and 9:30-10:00am  

Host:  Tim McGonigal 

Guests:  Eric Tilleman/Cascade Volunteer Fire Chief 

                Mike DeShayes/Black Eagle Volunteer Fire Chief 

Topic:  We interviewed two local volunteer fire chiefs to find out how the 2018 fire season stacks up to 2017.  The bigger issue was 
the workload on our volunteers.  How many calls do they go on?  What type of calls are they going on, including fire, medical, police 
support, mercy flight help, etc?  Is there a need to more volunteer fire fighters in the state of Montana and where should interested 
people look to get info on volunteering? 
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9/23/18 Face the State     6:30-7:00am and 9:30-10:00am  

Hosts: Mike Dennison and Dr. David Parker  

Guests: Denise Roth Barber National Institute on Money in State Politics and Jamie MacNaughton, Chief Counsel for the State 
Commissioner of Political Practices. 

Our guests were Denise Roth Barber of the National Institute on Money in State Politics and Jaime MacNaughton, chief counsel for 
the state commissioner of political practices. We discussed the regulation of campaign spending in Montana and the nation, how 
voters could track the money, the status of disclosure laws, the effect of the 2010 Citizens United court decision by the U.S. Supreme 
Court, campaign donation limits in Montana, the definition and prevalence of “dark money,” and whether any additional regulation 
is needed. 

9/30/18 Face the State    6:30-7:00am and 9:30-10:00am  

Hosts: Chet Layman and John Sherer  

Guest: Dan Wenk, Retired Yellowstone National Park Superintendent   

Retired Yellowstone National Park superintendent Dan Wenk talked with MTN’s Chet Layman and John Sherer about his thoughts on 
the future of the park, how to deal with ever growing crowds, the backlog of infrastructure projects in the park, and how he was 
forced to retire sooner than he wished. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


