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Issues and Programming 2nd Quarter 2015

April 1, 2015 April Fools Joke was about a cougar wildlife sanctuary 
going in at Juniper Ridge near Skyview Middle School.   We made a 
fake map of boundaries in the shape of cougar paw.  Creative 
marketing items “Paws Up Don’t Shoot” bags and shirts.  Inspired by 
recent cougar sitings/killings this year in the city of Bend.

April 7, 2015  7:20 am Talked about the drought/water restrictions in 
California and what that looks like for residents.  How will this have an 
impact on Central Oregon?  Listener had a concern more Californians 
will move here.  The latest snowpack levels here show 76 percent of 
the states monitoring sites are at their lowest levels on record!  

April 9, 2015 7:35 am Remember the days when you could enjoy 
state parks/ forestland without having to pay a day use fee?  Heads 
up!  House Bill 2184 is trying to get more Oregonians to buy day use 
parking passes.  The Bill would provide a link from the Department of 
Transportation website to the state parks and recreation website.  I 
miss FREE nature moments.  

April 13, 2015 7:20 am State lawmakers will discuss/vote on hot 
button issues of concern to our listeners.  The State Senate will vote 
on expanding gun background checks to include private gun sales.

April 10, 2015 Make College affordable?  Republican budget passed 
last week by the Senate would cut 90 million dollars in federal Pell 
Grant funding over the next decade.  Ron shared his experience with 
his boys on how they are paying for college.  Think twice before you 
take out huge high interest student loans from the government.  

April 15, 2015 7:35 am State lawmakers considering several bills 
aimed at raising the states minimum wage from $9.25 to $15 an hour 
by 2018.  Talked about possible negative impact as it could hurt 
states economic growth – especially tourism/service industries.   



The State Senate passed expanding criminal background checks for 
private gun sales yesterday.  Legislation is unenforceable and won’t 
reduce violent crimes.  The bill goes to the house for consideration.  If 
approved, Oregon would become the 12th state in the U.S. to require 
background checks on all firearm sales.

April 15, 2015 Welcome HOME!  Oregon Army National Guards 1st 
Squadron, 82nd Cavalry, returned from deployment in Afghanistan to 
the Redmond Expo Center.

April 16, 2015 Pacific Power customers in SW Bend (KC’s hood) will 
lose electricity for a couple of hours early Friday.  Crews will switch 
the power supply between 3-5 am.  Substation upgrade.  Powers 
road to Baker, and from the river to Hwy 97.

Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife is apparently struggling to 
keep its budget in check, with decreasing revenue and increasing 
costs.  Expanding responsibilities and maintenance backlog.  The 
number of Oregonians buying fishing and hunting licenses has 
steadily declined since the 1970’s.  ODFW is considering several 
measures to address the shortfall, including fee increases and 
program reductions.  Irritating.  
April 24, 2015 Oregon House is expected to vote on a gun control bill 
next week that will expand background checks for private gun sales.  
House Rules Committee passed the bill.  The bill won’t reduce gun 
violence.

April 21, 2015 talked with CJ (former staff member) about Flamingo 
Bingo at the Bend Community Center 6:30 – 8pm Beer, wine, food.  
It’s for the younger generation.

April 21, 2015 Oregon’s House holding public hearing on gun control 
bill just passed by the senate.  The public hearing on senate Bill 941 
will be held Wednesday from 3 until 10 pm in Salem.  The bill being 
considered would require all private gun sales in Oregon to include 
background check conducted by a gun dealer.

April 21, 2015 Hoodoo has officially closed for the season.



April 22, 2015 Actor William Shatner has a plan to get water to 
drought stricken California.  He would like to see a pipeline through 
Oregon and Washington State.  Shatner thinks there is too much 
water in Seattle.  LOL He has started a crowd sourcing campaign to 
raise money for the project.  In Oregon, 7 counties have received 
drought emergency declarations.

April 24, 2015 Land use decision on the expansion of OSU Cascades 
is now delayed for up to 6 weeks.  The Land Use Board of Appeals 
requested a delay for person reasons.  Final decision in June. 

April 30 2015  Oregon Supreme Court is expected to release today 
on whether cuts Oregon lawmakers made to the states Public 
employees Retirement System were constitutional.  Lawmakers cut 
5.3 billion dollars in benefits during the recession to help fund schools 
when so much money was going to retirement accounts.  Public 
employees challenged the cuts.  It violates contract signed with the 
state.  

April 30, 2015 8:10am Pete Fischer www.steelstampede.org  
Pete was in to chat up RETURN OF THE MOTO-MEN  $10 a day
We gave a way tickets to the Crooked River Ranch steel stampede – 
Racin’ At The Ranch!  Trials Saturday 10-2.  MX – Thrills Speed 
action Sunday 9-3, Vintage Bikes.

May 1, 2015 Sherry Terry with COBA – Spring and Garden Home 
Show May 1-3, 2015 Hours: Friday 12-6, Saturday, 10-6, Sunday 10-
5 FREE ADMISSION!   Deschutes County Fair and Expo Center
3800 SW Airport Way Redmond, Oregon 97756

May 5, 2015 
The bill expanding background checks in the state has passed.  Final 
vote 32-28 with all Republicans and 3 democrats voting against it.

More prescribed burns are scheduled for the Sunriver area.  Fuel 
specialists expect to burn 61 acre section along Country Road 40 
near Sunriver and another 40 acres near Sugar Pine Butte.  Don’t 
panic if you see smoke as there will be an additional 12 acres 
southeast of the High Desert Museum.

http://www.steelstampede.org


May 7, 2015  8:10 am  Budo Fights Domination Saturday, May 9th.  
Paul Heatherman was in with a couple of fighters Alex Corrales and 
TJ Koehler  Budo Jitsu 7pm / MMA Fights at 8pm.  Doors open 6pm 
at Midtown in Bend
Tickets available at Budofights.com   $30 in advance and $35 at the 
door.

May 9, 2015  12th Annual Mothers Day Motorcycle Poker Run hosted 
by Oregon veterans Motorcycle Assoc (OVMA)  Starts at 9:30 am at 
Northside Grill on Boyd Acres Road in Bend. $10 Poker hand or $25 
for three hands.  Bikes out at 10:30.  proceeds to benefit a Central 
Oregon Veteran mom who deployed to Afghanistan but is back home 
and having financial stress due to her childs health problems.
Captain Bob 541-419-2804

May 15, 2015 (8:10 am) Interview: Lt. Jeremy Aird - Salvation Army 
5k March of Celebration May 16.  9am start with proceeds to benefit 
the Salvation Army Community Pantry.  Noon Awards ceremony and 
block party.  $15 early bird. $20 regular registration.  $30 day of 
March.

May 20, 2015 (6:30am and 7:20am) Issues:  Money is needed for 
roads and there are more fuel efficient vehicles.  Gas Tax talk per 
mile has listeners wanting more details.
You can sign up to be a road-tax volunteer starting July 1, 2015.  
Drivers will be charged 1.5 cents a mile.  Trial drivers will get a 
monthly bill, with ODOT sending rebate checks to offset money spent 
on the 30-cents per gallon gas tax.  They are looking to do a 
widespread road user tax.  ODOT will use a private vendor to handle 
the accounting and management of the road tax.  Trust issues.  Will 
our personal information be protected?  ODOT promises stiff 
penalties for fraudulent reporting.  Carrol Underwood mentioned he 
could benefit as they have a very short commute.

May 29, 2015 (6:30am) Issues:  Oregonians voted to legalize 
marijuana for recreational use.  The July 1 change to state law will be 
here before you know it and Deschutes County District Attorney John 
Hummel made it clear there are still rules to follow -- and enforce.

• On July 1, 2015, the following will be illegal in Oregon:



• Possession of more than 8 ounces of marijuana in private   
and/or 4 plants per residence. 

• Possession of more than 1ounce of marijuana in public.
• Possession of any amount of marijuana by those less than 21 

years of age.
• Use of any amount of marijuana in public.
• Transporting any amount of marijuana out of state.
• Driving a vehicle while impaired by marijuana, or by a 

combination of marijuana and another drug.
•

Also discussed the safety concerns about Central Oregon being 
identified by drug trafficking organizations as an ideal location for 
outdoor marijuana grows on public and private land.  The people 
working the grows are armed and dangerous.  Be safe!  Keep an eye 
out for large amounts of plastic irrigation pipe, large quantities of 
fertilizer in bags, propane tanks and anything else that looks out of 
place in the outdoors.  

June 4th, 2015  OSU-Cascades expects to hear from the Land Use 
Board of Appeals, any day, on whether the campus can move 
forward with it’s west side expansion.  Truth in site has fought 
expansion for more than a year, citing concerns with the location, 
proposed size and transportation impact on the neighborhood.  

June 10th, 2015  Detour ALERT:  12 inch water main broke around 
4:45 am flooding several homes in NE Bend.  On Ravenwood just 
south of traffic circle at 8th and Butler Market Road.

June 16, 2015  Heat wave!   According to the National Weather 
Service, temperatures are 20-degrees above normal in Central 
Oregon, and it's shaping up to be the hottest June in 90 years!  
Talked about how to stay cool.  Fan sales are rockin.  Wishing we 
had air conditioning.  

June 22, 2015  Soon POT will be legal in Oregon for adults 21 and 
over.  The countdown continues…On July 1st recreational marijuana 
will be legal in Oregon.  Talked about not being able to buy or sell it.



June 25, 2015   The Oregon Health Authority issued health advisory 
for Lake Billy Chinook because the level of blue-green algae toxins 
are at dangerous levels for humans and pets.  Officials advise visitors 
be alert to signs of algae blooms on bodies of water in Oregon, 
because only a fraction of the state's many lakes are monitored for 
blue-green algae. Avoid contact with water that is foamy, scummy, 
thick like paint, pea-green, blue-green or brownish-red, or if a thick 
mat of blue-green algae is visible.  Yuck!
 
June 30, 2015  Tonight hearings officer will hear arguments on a 
couple of solar farms in eastern Bend.  California based Cypress 
Creek Renewables wants to install solar farms north and south of 
Neff road near Big Sky Park.  Property owners are not happy.  Farms 
would be ugly and lower property values.  Hearings officer will rule on 
whether to grant the land use permit.  Any decision can be appealed 
to Deschutes County Commissioners.

June 30, 2015  GAS TAX  Bend City Councilors learned the results of 
a recent phone survey on a local gas tax.  More than 60 percent of 
the 300 residents polled said they would “support” a gas tax.  We are 
wondering who these 300 people are?  A local lawyer representing 
the fuel industry said they did their own survey by a Portland firm and 
found that a majority OPPOSES a local gas tax.  


