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ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST

3rd Quarter-2021
(July 1 through September 30, 2021)

COMPLIED BY John Ramsey, General Manager

THE FOLLOWING IS A LISTING OF SOME OF THE SIGNIFICANT ISSUES RESPONDED 
TO BY WAPJ, TORRINGTON, CT ALONG WITH SIGNIFICANT PROGRAMMING 

TREATMENT OF THOSE ISSUES FOR THE PERIOD OF JULY THROUGH SEPTEMBER, 
2021. THE LISTING IS BY NO MEANS EXHAUSTIVE. THE ORDER IN WHICH THE 

ISSUES APPEAR DOES NOT REFLECT ANY PRIORITY OR SIGNFICANCE. ALL TIMES 
ARE EASTERN TIME.



WAPJ Q3 2021

ISSUES/PROGRAMS

Program:   Making Contact

Date: 7/4/21     Time: 2pm    Dur: 30 min 

Issue(s):    Racism, social justice

Guest(s):  Various

Description:   May 25 marks the one-year anniversary of 
the murder of George Floyd, by former Minneapolis police officer 
Derek Chauvin. Floyd’s death – captured on video that showed 
Chauvin’s knee on Floyd’s neck for more than nine minutes – 
sparked a global uprising in defense of Black lives and against 
police brutality. But amid the coverage of protests in the wake of 
Floyd’s death, media attention rarely focused on the ways 
communities impacted by police violence were organizing to keep 
each other safe, in Minneapolis and beyond.

 



WAPJ Q3 2021

ISSUES/PROGRAMS

Program:   Counterspin  

Date:  7/4/21    Time: 2:30 pm Dur:  30 min 

Issue(s):  The Economy 

Guest(s): Various    

Description: Nestle CEO Mark Schneider told 
investors in February that “2020 was a year 
of hardship for so many,” yet he was 
“inspired by the way it has brought all of us 
closer together.” And also by an 
“improvement” in Nestle’s “profitability and 
return on invested capital.” “The global 
pandemic,” Schneider said, “did not slow us 
down.”



WAPJ Q3 2021

ISSUES/PROGRAMS

Program:  Nutmeg Chatter   

Date:  7/4/21     Time: 3pm    Dur:  30 min 

Issue(s):   The economy, the pandemic, 
music

Guest(s):   Musician David Quick  

Description:  Part 3 (of 3) Rich Cyr and 
Wilbert Boles interview with musician David 
Quick concludes in part three of three of the 
interview.



WAPJ Q3 2021

ISSUES/PROGRAMS

Program:   Counterspin  

Date:  7/11/21 Time: 2:30 pm Dur:  30 min 

Issue(s):   Haitian Assassination

Guest(s):  Various   

Description: There are enough storylines in the July 7 
assassination of Haitian president Jovenel Moïse to make you lose 
sight of the big picture. The thing is: US media consumers don’t 
have to puzzle out if the assassins were Colombian, or if a Florida 
doctor bankrolled the plan, or if Moïse’s own bodyguards had it in 
for him and his wife. The long history of the US using state force 
to kill Haitians and their aspirations is sufficient and appropriate 
context for current events. From George Washington to Woodrow 
Wilson to the Clintons, there’s enough for US citizens to know 
about not doing harm before we chinstroke over whether “the 
world’s policeman” should wade in again. We talk about Haiti with 
Chris Bernadel from the Black Alliance for Peace.



WAPJ Q3 2021

ISSUES/PROGRAMS

Program:   Making Contact  

Date:  7/11/21  Time: 2pm   Dur:  30 min 

Issue(s):   Racism, land rights, social justice

Guest(s):  Various   

Description:  Part 1 Our radio adaptation of 
the film Symbols of Resistance: A Tribute to 
the Martyrs of the Chican@ Movement, offers 
a reflection on the untold stories of the 
Chican@ Movement with a focus on Colorado 
and Northern New Mexico. Produced by 
Freedom Archives, the film delves into issues 
of cultural identity, student activism; land 
rights and social justice, in the face of police 
oppression.



WAPJ Q3 2021

ISSUES/PROGRAMS

Program:  Nutmeg Chatter   

Date: 7/11/21  Time: 3pm   Dur:  30 min 

Issue(s):   Writing, journalism.

Guest(s):   John LeMay, author.  

Description:  Phil Hall interviews John LeMay 
about his new book “Cowboys & Saurians 
South of the Border.”



WAPJ Q3 2021

ISSUES/PROGRAMS

Program:   Counterspin  

Date: 7/18/21 Time: 2:30 pm Dur: 30 min 

Issue(s):   Sports, feminism, race.

Guest(s):   Various  

Description:  A June New York Times article about female 
Asian-American and Pacific Islander golfers reacting to the recent 
spike in anti-Asian bias began inauspiciously: “Players of Asian 
descent have won eight of the past 10 Women’s PGA 
championships, but there is nothing cookie cutter about the 
winners.” It reads like a TikTok challenge: “Tell me you assume 
your readership is white without telling me you assume your 
readership is white.” In other words, it’s unclear who, exactly, the 
New York Times believes would, without their guidance, confuse a 
Chinese-American player with a South Korean player with a 
player from Taiwan.



WAPJ Q3 2021

ISSUES/PROGRAMS

Program:   Making Contact  

Date: 7/18/21   Time: 2 pm   Dur:  30 min 

Issue(s):   Racism, land rights, social justice

Guest(s):  Various   

Description:  Part 2. Radio adaptation of the 
film Symbols of Resistance: A Tribute to the 
Martyrs of the Chican@ Movement, offers a 
reflection on the untold stories of the 
Chican@ Movement with a focus on Colorado 
and Northern New Mexico. Produced by 
Freedom Archives, the film delves into issues 
of cultural identity, student activism; land 
rights and social justice, in the face of police 
oppression.



WAPJ Q3 2021

ISSUES/PROGRAMS

Program:  Nutmeg Chatter   

Date: 7/18/21   Time: 3 pm  Dur:  30 min 

Issue(s):   Art, writing

Guest(s):   Amy LA Smith, author, artist, 
curator.  

Description: Rich Cyr and Wilbert Boles 
interview artist, author, curator and creative 
Amy LA Smith.



WAPJ Q3 2021

ISSUES/PROGRAMS

Program:   Counterspin  

Date:  7/25/21 Time: 2:30 pm Dur:  30 min 

Issue(s):   Racism, education

Guest(s):  Luke Charles Harris is co-founder 
and deputy director of the African American 
Policy Forum.   

Description: You’ve almost certainly seen the 
documentary photographs; they’re emblematic: African 
Americans trying to walk to school or sit at a drugstore soda 
fountain, while white people yell and spit and scream at them. 
Should no one see those pictures or learn those stories—because 
some of them have skin the same color as those doing the 
screaming and the spitting? The most recent attack on anti-racist 
education is labeled as protective, as avoiding “division,” and as a 
specific assessment of critical race theory. To the extent that 
corporate media have bought into that labeling, they’ve 
misinformed the public—not just about critical race theory, but 
about a campaign whose own architects say is about 
disinforming, confusing and inflaming people into resisting any 
actual effort to understand or respond to persistent racial 
inequity. 



WAPJ Q3 2021

ISSUES/PROGRAMS

Program:   Making Contact  

Date: 7/25/21   Time: 2pm    Dur:  30 min 

Issue(s):   Violence against women

Guest(s):  Various   

Description:  As reauthorization of the 
Violence Against Women Act awaits a vote in 
the U.S. Senate, missing and murdered 
indigenous women and girls continue to face 
an unequal system of justice. In this show 
we’ll hear from indigenous women scholars 
and activists on what justice means for 
MMIWG2.



WAPJ Q3 2021

ISSUES/PROGRAMS

Program:  Nutmeg Chatter   

Date: 7/25/21   Time: 3pm Dur:  30 min 

Issue(s):   Health, exercise

Guest(s):   Robert Cheeke, author.  

Description: Phil Hall discusses a vegan 
approach to strength training with Robert 
Cheeke, co-author of The New York Times 
best-selling book “The Plant Based Athlete.” 



WAPJ Q3 2021

ISSUES/PROGRAMS

Program:   Counterspin  

Date:  8/1/21  Time: 2:30 pm Dur:  30 min 

Issue(s):   International relations, Cuba

Guest(s):  Various   

Description: Imagine if China used its power 
to cut off international trade to the US, 
including for things like medical equipment, 
because they didn’t like Joe Biden, and hoped 
that if enough Americans were made 
miserable, they would rise up against him, 
and install a leader China thought would 
better serve their interests.  How would you 
think about Chinese media that said, “Well, 
we heard a lot of Americans say they were 
unhappy; they even marched in the street! 
Obviously, that was a call for foreign 
intervention from a country that understands 
democracy better than they do.”



WAPJ Q3 2021

ISSUES/PROGRAMS

Program:   Making Contact  

Date:   8/1/21    Time: 2pm    Dur:  30 min 

Issue(s):   Race, gender

Guest(s):    Various 

Description:  Regardless of race, gender, or 
political affiliation, Americans in 2020 bought 
guns, and many, for the first time. Before 
2020, events like hurricanes and changes to 
gun laws were known to trigger spikes in gun 
sales. But last year’s dystopian trifecta of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, police shootings and 
protests, and a controversial presidential 
election drove U.S. gun sales through the 
roof. In this documentary, we hear from gun 
and mental health communities on last year’s 
panic buying, and what they are doing to help 
prevent gun violence and suicides in the wake 
of surging national gun sales.



WAPJ Q3 2021

ISSUES/PROGRAMS

Program:  Nutmeg Chatter   

Date: 8/1/21   Time: 3pm   Dur:  30 min 

Issue(s):   Art, writing.

Guest(s):  Amy LA Smith   

Description:  Rich Cyr and Wilbert Boles 
continue their interview artist, author, curator 
and creative Amy LA Smith.  



WAPJ Q3 2021

ISSUES/PROGRAMS

Program:   Counterspin  

Date: 8/8/21   Time: 2:30 pm Dur:  30 min 

Issue(s):   The economy, healthcare

Guest(s):  Various   

Description: Listeners to this show may take it as a 
given that, if you care about social, racial, economic 
justice, you have to also care about media—because 
corporate news media promote narratives that shape 
public opinion, public policy and all of our lives. Now we 
understand that tales that mainstream news media tell 
every day—”Healthcare for everyone is too expensive,” 
“rich people contribute to the economy, while workers 
just take from it,” “the rest of the world sees the US as 
the exemplar of democracy”—are not demonstrable 
truths, but reflect the interests and priorities of media 
owners and sponsors.



WAPJ Q3 2021

ISSUES/PROGRAMS

Program:   Making Contact  

Date:  8/8/21 Time: 2pm    Dur:  30 min 

Issue(s):   The environment, energy

Guest(s):   Various  

Description:  Barbara Bernstein’s story of 
several communities in the Pacific Northwest 
of the United States who are fighting 
mammoth fracked gas projects that would 
turn this green region into a fracked-gas 
export hub. For years, Bernstein has reported 
for Making Contact on David versus Goliath 
battles against oil and gas corporations, and 
the fight for a clean environment. Today you’ll 
hear part one of Bernstein’s project, Holding 
The Thin Green Line as we bring you, The 
World’s Largest Methanol Refinery.



WAPJ Q3 2021

ISSUES/PROGRAMS

Program:  Nutmeg Chatter   

Date: 8/8/21   Time: 3pm Dur:  30 min 

Issue(s):   Business and industry

Guest(s):  Nicholas Coriano.   

Description:  On this episode, Phil Hall 
discusses 3D printing trends and 
opportunities with Nicholas Coriano of 3DX 
Industries.  



WAPJ Q3 2021

ISSUES/PROGRAMS

Program:   Counterspin  

Date: 8/15/21 Time: 2:30 pm Dur:  30 min 

Issue(s):  Afganistan, US foreign policy, 
refugees 

Guest(s): Various    

Description: US news media are full of 
armchair generals who talk about weapons of 
war like they’re Hot Wheels, and have lots of 
thoughts about how “we coulda got ’em” here 
and “we shoulda got ’em” there. The price of 
admission to elite media debate is acceptance 
that the US, alone among nations, has the 
right to force change in other countries’ 
governments; and when this results, as it 
always does, in death and destruction, elite 
media’s job entails telling the public that 
that’s not just necessary but somehow good. 
Not to put too fine a point on it.



WAPJ Q3 2021

ISSUES/PROGRAMS

Program:   Making Contact  

Date:  8/15/21   Time: 2pm  Dur:  30 min 

Issue(s):   Native American issues, social 
justice.

Guest(s):    Various 

Description:  Kirsten made her way out of 
jail and addiction with the help of a special 
court on the Penobscot Nation reservation in 
Maine. There, culture and justice work 
together to bypass traditional punitive 
measures for more restorative ones. Reporter 
Lisa Bartfai visits the Healing to Wellness 
Court to see how it all works.



WAPJ Q3 2021

ISSUES/PROGRAMS

Program:  Nutmeg Chatter   

Date: 8/15/21 Time: 3pm Noon Dur: 30 min 

Issue(s):   Art, writing

Guest(s):  Amy LA SMith   

Description: (Part 3) Rich Cyr and Wilbert 
(Wibo) Boles conclude their three-part 
interview with artist, writer, curator and 
creative artist Amy LA Smith. 



WAPJ Q3 2021

ISSUES/PROGRAMS

Program:   Counterspin  

Date:  8/22/21 Time: 2:30 pm Dur:  30 min 

Issue(s):   US Media, history

Guest(s):  James Loewen   

Description: Anyone born before last week can see 
US news media lying about history as it’s happening. But 
fast forward to 10, 20 years from now, and those media 
stories will have hardened into narrative, into the 
unspoken “given” presented as context for the latest 
thing.

That’s the power of history as told. A power well 
understood by James Loewen, the historian and author 
who died August 19 at the age of 79. Some US media are 
now lauding Jim Loewen, but without ceasing to generate 
the very sort of misty misinformation he fought against.

  



WAPJ Q3 2021

ISSUES/PROGRAMS

Program:   Making Contact  

Date:  8/22/21   Time: 2pm   Dur:  30 min 

Issue(s):   Social Justice

Guest(s):  Various   

Description:  On June 14, 2017, a fire started in a 24-
story public housing apartment in West London called Grenfell 
Tower. The fire raged all night and reduced the building to a 
shell. Seventy-two people lost their lives, making the Grenfell 
Tower fire the United Kingdom’s deadliest disaster since World 
War II. In this episode, we examine the events that led up to the 
Grenfell Tower fire and learn how the community has responded 
through the voices of survivors, their families, and others who 
were impacted. We meet 13-year-old Grenfell Tower resident 
Neila Elguenuni; rescue worker Pedro Ramos who was on the fire 
response team; local community organizer Joe Delaney who was 
activated by the tragedy; and many other community members 
who have come together to increase their resilience while 
simultaneously fighting for justice and accountability.



WAPJ Q3 2021

ISSUES/PROGRAMS

Program:  Nutmeg Chatter   

Date:   8/22/21   Time: 3pm  Dur:  30 min 

Issue(s):   Fitness, health

Guest(s):   Bill Yeager, Horizon Training  

Description: On this episode, Phil Hall 
interviews Bill Yeager, owner of Horizon 
Personal Training in Cheshire, Connecticut, 
and author of the new book “Unleash Your 
Internal Drive.” 



WAPJ Q3 2021

ISSUES/PROGRAMS

Program:  51 Percent

Date:   September 5, 2021

Time: 3:30pm  Duration: 30m

Issue(s): Eating Disorders  

Guest(s): Various

Description: Eating disorders: what they look like, 
why they develop, and how they're treated. We also 
speak with advocates with the Strategic Training 
Initiative for the Prevention of Eating Disorders, or 
STRIPED, who are working to restrict the sale of over-the-
counter diet pills to minors.



WAPJ Q3 2021

ISSUES/PROGRAMS

Program:  51 Percent

Date:  September 12, 2021 

Time: 3:30 pm  Duration: 30m

Issue(s):   Abortion

Guest(s): Various

Description:  Discussion of Texas Law SB 8, a 
new law banning abortion in the state after six weeks of 
pregnancy – before many women know they are 
pregnant.



WAPJ Q3 2021

ISSUES/PROGRAMS

Program:  51 Percent

Date:  September 19, 2021 

Time: 3:30 pm  Duration: 30m

Issue(s):   Healthcare, the pandemic

Guest(s): Various

Description: Discussion of the growing 
burnout among healthcare workers during the 
coronavirus pandemic, and why some are 
leaving the profession. We also visit a new 
vacation spot for families and children battling 
serious illness, and speak with the new chief 
of surgery at Albany Medical Center.



WAPJ Q3 2021

ISSUES/PROGRAMS

Program:  51 Percent

Date:   9/26/21

Time: 3:30pm  Duration: 30m

Issue(s):  Art, dance 

Guest(s): Choreographer Helen Pickett

Description:   On this week’s 51%, we celebrate 
women in dance. We speak with a student at Julliard and 
take some lessons from a professional ballroom dancer, 
and we also speak with choreographer Helen Pickett 
about her creative process.


