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Local Issues/Programs List 
2nd Quarter 2014 
 
WRSP’S programs and public service announcements provided 
information about the following issues of importance to the community 
during the 2nd Quarter of 2014: 
 

 Community 

 Crime/Court 

 Economy 

 Education 

 Health and Wellness 

 Safety 

 
Programs that provided coverage of these community issues:  
 
 
Good Day Illinois—airs Monday-Friday 7 a.m. to 9 a.m. 
WRSP airs a local morning newscast five days a week. 

 
NewsChannel at Nine on FOX Illinois—airs Monday-Sunday at 9:00 
p.m. 
WRSP airs a local newscast seven days a week. 
 

Fox Scene—airs Monday-Sunday at various dates and times 
The FOX Scene is a 60-second vignette that highlights local events in our market.  
 

Public Service Announcements  
WRSP airs numerous Public Service Announcements (PSAs) at various times 
throughout the broadcast day that cover topics of importance to the community.  
Snapshots of some of the PSAs that aired during the 2nd quarter of 2014 are listed in 
this report.  
 



TOPICS OF IMPORTANCE TO THE COMMUNITY  
 

 
FOX Scene Springfield 
Aired various dates and times 
  
Springfield Health Check supports workforces that have 40 employees or more by 
offering free wellness screenings.  Interested employers can visit 
www.springfieldhealthcheck.com to learn more. 
 
Fox Illinois and Pepsi joined forces and gave away flags on Flag Day at the local 
Walmart store.  They encouraged viewers to get a flag and give it to a person who has 
served our country to thank them for their service. 
 
The Muscular Dystrophy Association hosted the annual ―lock up‖ event on June 18, 
2014 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. to raise money to benefit the MDA.  Jailbirds called friends 
and family for bail money. 
 

Community 
 
April 11, 2014 
NewsChannel at Nine  
9 p.m. – 10 p.m. 
Segment was 2 minutes  
 Lindsey Hess reported that the Central Illinois Food Bank teamed up with Illinois 
National Bank to help feed kids in need on spring break.  More than 200 kids lined up to 
fill their bags with healthy snacks.  Each child was able to select more than 60 items.  
Food bank officials hope this will help keep their stomachs full during their week-long 
break from school. 
 
April 29, 2014 
NewsChannel at Nine  
9 p.m. – 10 p.m. 
Segment was 2 minutes and 45 seconds 
 Kimberly Howard reported that the group home run by Jeremiah Elugbadebo is 
at risk of being closed down.  The residents who occupy the home have mental or 
physical disabilities.  Jeremiah Elugbadebo is in court often for allegations that have 
spanned from bedbugs to violating the fire code.  He said he’s fixed the problems and 
paid the fines, but Michelle Higginbotham, Enos Park Neighborhood Association 
President, says that there are still things that have not been fixed. 
 
May 9, 2014 
NewsChannel at Nine  
9 p.m. – 10 p.m. 
Segment was 2 minutes and 30 seconds 

http://www.springfieldhealthcheck.com/


 Kimberly Howard reported about the Napa contract controversy.  Alderman Frank 
Edwards says city council approved the Napa contract based on a purchasing 
agreement they were told the state had with the National Joint Powers Alliance, only to 
find out that it wasn’t there in the first place.  Edwards says that changes everything.  
Unfortunately, if the city has to back track and open the bidding process to other 
companies, it’s going to waste taxpayer’s money. 
 
May 30, 2014 
NewsChannel at Nine  
9 p.m. – 10 p.m. 
Segment was 2 minutes  
 Brett Baldeck reported that the Twilight Ballroom at the Illinois State Fairgrounds 
will be torn down.  The ballroom was a staple at the state fair and was home to the 
Illinois Wine tasting.  Construction on the new building won’t start until after this year’s 
fair.   
 
 

Crime and Court 
 
April 18, 2014 
Good Day Illinois 
7 a.m. – 9 a.m. 
Segment was 44 seconds 
 Lindsey Hess reported about the ban on using hand held cell phones while 
driving.  The ban went into effect January 1, 2014.  A new smart phone app is helping 
young drivers keep their eyes off their phone and on the wheel.  On the Drive Alive app, 
drivers can earn points for not using their phones while driving.  The more points you 
have, the more likely you are to win prizes.  So far, the Sangamon County sheriff’s 
department says they’ve written about twenty tickets or warnings for those not abiding 
by the new cell phone law. 
 
April 22, 2014 
NewsChannel at Nine  
9 p.m. – 10 p.m. 
Segment was 1 minute 
 Liz Foster reported that charging juveniles as adults for serious felonies has been 
the law in Illinois for 32 years, but the juvenile justice initiative says the law gives 
―extreme power to prosecutors‖ rather than determining if it’s more appropriate and 
better for public safety to try them as a child.  For violent offenders, the public must be 
protected first, but if there is an option to rehabilitate the young offenders, that should be 
done as well.  A study of hundreds of Cook County cases over three years found almost 
all of the juvenile cases automatically transferred to adult courts involved minorities.  
Sangamon County State’s Attorney John Milhiser says that the root of the problem 
needs to be addressed.  Why are kids committing crimes in the first place?  Let’s work 
to rehabilitate those who do, so they have a chance at becoming productive adults. 
 



April 18, 2014 
Good Day Illinois 
7 a.m. – 9 a.m. 
Segment was 36 seconds 
 Brett Baldeck reported that Michelle Smith, a special education teacher in Hardin, 
Illinois, left a note in the school restroom saying ―the school is going down today.  
Kaboom!‖ Smith was arrested the next day and has been placed on paid administrative 
leave.  Federal prosecutors say the woman is a danger to herself and the community.  
Smith’s public defender says that she had no intention to carry out the alleged threats. 
 
May 13, 2014 
NewsChannel at Nine  
9 p.m. – 10 p.m. 
Segment was 1 minute and 20 seconds 
 Liz Foster reported that the trustees in Kincaid have found guns and tasers were 
purchased with taxpayer dollars for personal use, and the village was not reimbursed.  
11 guns and 10 tasers were ordered through the Kincaid police department, but they 
only have three of those guns and none of the tasers.  Village trustee Bill Davis says the 
village is out around $10,000.  Richard Adams, Kincaid’s former police chief, sold a 
taser purchased by the village for $500.   
 

 
Economy 
 
April 15, 2014 
NewsChannel at Nine  
9 p.m. – 10 p.m. 
Segment was 2 minutes 
 Brett Baldeck reported how keeping track of your tax return can prevent future 
trouble.  Brett stated that you should keep your tax returns locked in a safe or filing 
cabinet and that you should keep it for at least 7 years.  The IRS can audit your returns 
at any time.  Tax experts suggest never throwing your tax returns in the trash after the 7 
years are up—make sure they are shredded with a crosscut shredder.   
 
June 29, 2014 
NewsChannel at Nine  
9 p.m. – 10 p.m. 
Segment was 2 minutes and 34 seconds 
 Brett Baldeck reported that gas prices are the highest that we have seen in six 
years, but in Illinois, it could get worse.  Unfortunately, with the Fourth of July Holiday 
just days away, the gas prices will become even higher.  If you plan to get away for the 
holiday weekend, know before you go.  Go to www.foxillinois.com and click on the pump 
patrol to find the cheapest prices in your town. 
 
 

Education 

http://www.foxillinois.com/


 
April 10, 2014 
Good Day Illinois 
7 a.m. – 9 a.m. 
Segment was 90 seconds 
 Christina Mueller reported that there has been a push at the statehouse to ban 
the sale of baby crib bumpers in Illinois stores.  In recent years, the American Academy 
of Pediatrics raised concerns that bumper pads can strangle or suffocate babies.  The 
bill passed the house and now moves to the senate. 
 
June 10, 2014 
Good Day Illinois 
7 a.m. – 9 a.m. 
Segment was 1 minute and 5 seconds 
 Michelle London reported that the Jacksonville Police Department started its first 
annual teen police academy.  15 high school students were selected from area high 
school to participate in the week-long program.  Its purpose is to give teens interested in 
a career in law enforcement a first-hand perspective of an officer’s daily duties.  Aside 
from interacting with Jacksonville policeman throughout the week, students will get 
hands-on experience with activities, which include crime scene processing, special 
response and firearm training. 
 
June 11, 2014 
NewsChannel at Nine  
9 p.m. – 10 p.m. 
Segment was 1 minute and 30 seconds 
 Liz Foster reported the facts of how often there is a school shooting.  Since the 
December 2012 shooting in New Town, Connecticut, there have been 74 school 
shootings in America, which is an average of 1.37 school shootings for each week.  
Contributing factors to violent behavior include media coverage and violent video 
games. 
 
June 30, 2014 
Good Day Illinois 
7 a.m. – 9 a.m. 
Segment was 1 minute and 15 seconds 
 Rebekah Thurston reported that there are around 50,000 heroin overdose deaths 
per year.  A drug expert says this is worse than the outbreak of heroin abuse in the 
1980’s because it is readily available, cheaper, and much stronger.  The steady 
increase of heroin abuse can be attributed to the fact that it is no longer just being 
injected, but now people have started snorting it at well.  Unfortunately, a heroin 
overdose is fatal in most cases because the drug can stop a person’s breathing, giving 
emergency responders a very small window to save the patient. 
 
 

   



Health and Wellness 
 
April 29, 2014 
Good Day Illinois 
7 a.m. – 9 a.m. 
Segment was 1 minute and 15 seconds 
 Michelle London reported that Memorial Medical Hearing Center in Springfield is 
offering free hearing screenings throughout May.  The service will include diagnostic 
evaluations and information on various types of hearing loss.  The center has hearing 
aids, assisted listing devices, batteries, and hearing aid repair available for purchase.   
 
April 29, 2014 
NewsChannel at Nine  
9 p.m. – 10 p.m. 
Segment was 2 minutes and 10 seconds 
 Liz Foster reported that Kratom, a leaf from Thailand, that’s marketed as a 
natural, organic and herbal supplement, may be addictive and dangerous in high doses.  
Kratom has not been regulated by the FDA, although some use it for medicinal 
purposes.  The supplement is easily available online.  Kratom addictions could lead 
users to other drugs such as heroin and prescription pain killers. 
 
May 9, 2014 
Good Day Illinois 
7 a.m. – 9 a.m. 
Segment was 1 minute 
 Garrett Brnger reported on a new bill moving through a house committee that will 
give psychologists limited power to prescribe medication to patients.  Psychologists 
would be able to write prescriptions for anti-depressants, anti-psychotics, and drugs for 
mental illnesses.  This bill is meant to help patients in areas of Illinois where there’s a 
shortage of doctors.  Psychologists would have to receive specific training for these 
prescription privileges and be required to work with a coordinating physician. 
 
May 20, 2014 
Good Day Illinois 
7 a.m. – 9 a.m. 
Segment was 1 minute and 4 seconds 
 Zach Pillsbury reported that the Logan County Board of Health is ending its 
participation in the Illinois Breast and Cervical Cancer program in June.  The program 
offers screening for breast and cervical cancer, as well as diagnostics and follow-ups at 
no cost to hundreds of uninsured women.  The county officials say the program is 
dependent on grants from the state, and they were unsure they would get enough 
money to keep the program running. 

 
June 2, 2014 
Good Day Illinois 
7 a.m. – 9 a.m. 



Segment was 55 seconds 
 Odalis Suarez reported that the FDA not only restricted tanning bed users to 
people over the age of 18, but now they are adding warning labels to tanning beds to 
keep users aware of the cancer risks they are about to take.  The warning labels will be 
black box labels placed on tanning beds and marketing tools that may be used to 
promote the tanning devices. 

 
 

Shelter Pet Adoption 
 Various dates and times 

 PSA aired 85 times 

 PSA sponsored by the Humane Society of the United States  
 There are 2.7 million healthy pets that still need homes.  The goal of ―The Shelter Pet 
Project‖ is to bring that number to zero.  This campaign encourages viewers to turn to 
shelters and rescue groups when they want a new companion.  Viewers are 
encouraged to visit www.theshelterproject.org to learn more. 
 

Autism Awareness 
 Various dates and times 

 PSA aired 117 times 

 PSA sponsored by Autism Speaks 
1 in 68 children is diagnosed with Autism, which is a 33% increase over the last two 
years.  This campaign aims to raise parental and caregiver awareness and increase 
knowledge about autism and for parents to take action if their child is not meeting their 
developmental milestones.  Parents are encouraged to visit 
www.autismspeaks.org/signs. 

 

Unplanned Pregnancy Prevention 
 Various dates and times 

 PSA aired 20 times 

 PSA sponsored by National Campaign to Prevent Teen and Unplanned 
Pregnancy 

The objective of this campaign is to reduce unplanned pregnancies by educating young 
women to take their birth control consistently and to choose their method carefully.  7 in 
10 pregnancies in unmarried women 18 to 29 are unplanned, which is one of the 
highest levels in the world.  The unplanned pregnancies are highest in minority women, 
lower income women and women with limited education. 
 

http://www.theshelterproject.org/

