
 

WQED-TV Pittsburgh Quarterly Programs Report:   4th   Quarter  2021 

(October 1, 2021 through December 31, 2021) 
  

WQED-TV has addressed the following major concerns of the communities within the station’s 

service for the period of October 1, 2021 through December 31, 2021. 
 

AMERICAN HISTORY/BIOGRAPHY 
 

Series Title:   Everything In Hardware 

Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         10/10/2021       1:30:00 PM 

Service:         WQED 

Format:          Documentary 

 

The Bindley Hardware Company was a lucrative wholesaler and retailer at the turn of the 20th 

century in Pittsburgh. More than a century after its fade into obscurity, the hardware seller has now 

been reinvented into an American roots band - thanks to one of the family's few surviving 

ancestors. Jon Bindley weaves his music into the company's long-lost timeline, with recovered 

artifacts, historian interviews, and Pittsburgh imagery - all culminating on a fact-finding mission 

to South Florida. Along the way, Jon comes to understand what it means to be a son of the rust 

belt. 

            

Series Title:   Wqed Mini Docs: Lost Landmarks 
Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         10/10/2021       2:30:00 PM 

Service:         WQED 

Format:          Documentary 

 

Dixmont/The Allegheny Arsenal:  Award-winning mini documentaries from the WQED archives 

are compiled into this half-hour program. This episode spotlights two of the Pittsburgh region's 

most infamous landmarks: Dixmont - Just prior to its demolition, producer David Solomon and 

photographer Paul Ruggieri got unprecedented access to the Dixmont mental hospital property and 

its underground tunnels. Narrated by Andy Masich of the Heinz History Center, the report 

chronicles the rise and fall of the historic "insane asylum" through rare archival images and 

compelling interviews. The Allegheny Arsenal - Many locals don't know that Pittsburgh's Arsenal 

Park was actually the site of the nation's worst civilian disaster during the Civil War. In 1862, a 

massive explosion at the arsenal killed 78 workers, mostly women and girls. Tonia Caruso reports 

on efforts to educate more people on this lost piece of history. 
 

Series Title:   Forgotten/Found 
Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         10/31/2021       1:00:00 PM 

Service:         WQED 

Format:          Documentary 

 

The tourism industry calls it "ruin porn" - a chic fascination with landmarks in decay. Pennsylvania 

is filled with historic, vacated places just waiting to be explored. To coincide with this growing 



trend in abandoned tourism, WQED visits a few unique, offbeat attractions. Destinations include 

Eastern State Penitentiary, a haunting world of crumbling cell blocks and empty guard towers in 

Philadelphia; Eckley Miners' Village, a coal patch ghost town in Luzerne County; the Carrie Blast 

Furnace, once the epitome of Pittsburgh steelmaking, the site now hosts weddings, film crews and 

Halloween parties; Pioneer Tunnel Coal Mine in Schuylkill County. 

 
Series Title:   Cresson: Remembering Life at the San Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         10/31/2021       1:30:00 PM 

Service:         WQED 

Format:          Documentary 

 
The tuberculosis sanatorium in Cresson, PA closed in 1964, but former patients are still haunted 

by their experiences.  Many people remember the dangerous illness, the stigma of a TB diagnosis, 

and the landmark hospital in Cambria County that was nicknamed "The San." This documentary 

includes rare archival photos, film and compelling interviews woven around the memories of 

Chuck Felton, who launched a fascinating website about his life as a teenage patient in the 1950s. 

 
Series Title:   Out of the Woods: Battlefields of Western Pennsylvania 

Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         11/04/2021       8:30:00 PM 

Service:         WQED 

Format:          Documentary 

 
In the mid 1700s, the world's two greatest military powers, France and Great Britain, focused their 

attention on Western Pennsylvania. The French were seeking Native American trade partners in a 

land of abundant natural resources, while the British were looking to colonize. This set the stage 

for a world war with key battlefields in the Pittsburgh region. With stunning photography and 

fascinating interviews, the 30-minute documentary takes viewers to historic sites including Fort 

Ligonier, Fort Necessity, Fort Pitt, Bushy Run Battlefield, Braddock's Battlefield, and historic 

Hannastown. 

 

ARTS 
 

Series Title:   Leo Beachy: A Legacy Nearly Lost 
Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         10/03/2021       12:00:00 PM 

Service:         WQED 

Format:          Documentary 

    

In the early 1900s, Leo Beachy took unforgettable photographs of life in Western Maryland, 

Pennsylvania and West Virginia. Most of his precious glass plate negatives were destroyed in 

1927. But when 2,800 plates surfaced in recent years, his elderly niece began a mission to 

preserve her uncle's legacy. This Emmy-winning documentary includes the amazing Beachy 

collection and Maxine Beachy Broadwater's efforts to preserve the negatives and make the 

photos available worldwide. 
 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 



Episode Title:   Episode 70 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         10/6/2021 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS-NPS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:06:22 

 

When most people think of the artist Robert Indiana, they think of the iconic “LOVE” sculpture 

with a tilted “O.” While his art endures, a new book also paints a portrait of him as a troubled, 

isolated artist. Maine Public’s Jennifer Rooks has a look for our arts and culture series, CANVAS. 
 

Series Title:   Live from Nied's Hotel 
Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         10/10/2021       1:00:00 PM 

Service:         WQED 

Format:          Documentary 

 

It doesn't look like much from the outside, but inside, Nied's Hotel in Lawrenceville has evolved 

from a friendly neighborhood tavern to an entertainment destination. Country performer Slim 

Forsythe weaves viewers through this engaging, musical documentary program featuring the 

Beagle Brothers, Molly Alphabet and Slim - both onstage and off. 

 

Series Title:   Love What You Do: Shy's Story  

Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         10/18/2021       7:30:00 PM 

Service:         WQED 

Format:          Documentary 

 

Blind since birth and on the autism spectrum, Shailen "Shy" Abram, of Pittsburgh, PA, is a self-

taught pianist and vocalist. From the time his mother bought him a ten-dollar keyboard, to his 

aspirations of becoming a teacher and part of a symphony orchestra, Shy's inspirational story is 

filled with fascinating challenges and successes. 

 

Series Title:    The Oratorio: A Documentary with Martin Scorsese 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         11/5/2021 9:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS-NPS 

Format:          Performance 

Segment Length:  00:56:46 

 

Learn the long-forgotten story of the 1826 performance that brought Italian opera to New York 

City, and meet the colorful personalities involved, including a freed slave, opera's first diva, and 

Mozart's librettist. Filmmaker Martin Scorsese hosts. 

              

Series Title:   WQED Holiday Sessions 

Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         12/12/2021       1:30:00 PM 

Service:         WQED 



Format:          Documentary 

 

Pittsburgh area musicians perform holiday favorites in this special televised edition of WQED’s 

popular digital music series. Featured artists and songs: Avi Diamond & Shane McGlaughlin: 

Light One Candle Freddie Nelson: Hallelujah Frzy: Deck the Bars INEZ & JROUZ3: Let it Snow 

Jon Bindley & Bryce Rabideau: Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas Scott Anderson & Pete 

Hewlett: The Christmas Song Tomi Adebayo: O come, O come Emmanuel 

 

Series Title:    NOVA 

Episode Title:   Decoding da Vinci 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         12/15/2021 9:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Other 

Segment Length:  00:56:44 

 

How was Leonardo da Vinci able to think so far "outside the box" that he envisaged developments 

in engineering, astronomy, and anatomy that were only realized centuries later? The list of da 

Vinci's "firsts" is astonishing: he asserted that "the sun does not move" more than a generation 

before Copernicus; he reasoned that fatty deposits in narrowed arteries were caused by an 

unhealthy diet; he drew the first designs for a parachute, armored car, machine gun, diving suit, 

helicopter, and a flying machine that anticipates the modern hang glider, not to mention history's 

first humanoid robot. His inventions and insights have come down to us through his notebooks, 

each page packed with a profusion of ingenious ideas and breathtaking drawings but revealing 

little about his personal life or character. As a result, the man behind the Mona Lisa and a host of 

futuristic inventions remains a shadowy figure. Now, NOVA joins Walter Isaacson, author of the 

acclaimed recent biography, on a journey to Italy to explore the impact of da Vinci's art on his 

science and his science on his art. 

 

Series Title:   Brain Space & Energy: My Interview with August Wilson 
Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         12/16/2021       8:00:00 PM 

Service:         WQED 

Format:          Documentary 

 

WQED Producer Rick Sebak interviewed playwright August Wilson in December 1989, and now, 

in 2021, he has retrieved and re-edited that footage into a new program. Mr. Wilson talks about 

growing up in Pittsburgh, his schooling, his love of the blues, and some of the ways he writes his 

plays. 
             

CULTURE 
 

Series Title:   Tamburitzans: Prism-Full Spectrum Culture  
Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         10/03/2021       1:00:00 PM 

Service:         WQED 

Format:          Documentary 



 

The Pittsburgh-based Tamburitzans are the longest-running multicultural song and dance company 

in the United States. For more than eighty years, the "Tammies" have joyfully helped to keep many 

of the world's cultural traditions alive through costume, music and dance. This special television 

broadcast captures the troupe's performance of "Prism" - a celebration of international cultures in 

vivid and rich hues of heritages from around the globe. A co-production of the Tamburitzans and 

WQED Pittsburgh. 

 
Series Title:   That's A Lot  
Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         10/03/2021       2:00:00 PM 

Service:         WQED 

Format:          Documentary 

       

WQED travels through the Pittsburgh region to find stories that boast a bundle - in factories, 

offbeat museums, quirky collections and more. The documentary features Pinball Perfection's 

giant treasure of pinball machines, Dellalo's, a massive importer and distributor of olives, Bicycle 

Heaven with the world's largest bicycle museum and shop, St. Anthony's Chapel, home to the 

largest collection of relics outside of the Vatican, and Pymatuning State Park spillway's jaw-

dropping carp population. 

 
Series Title:    34th Hispanic Heritage Awards 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         10/8/2021 9:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS-NPS 

Format:          Other 

Segment Length:  00:56:44 

 

Celebrate the recipients of the 34th annual Hispanic Heritage Awards. The evening includes 

performances and appearances by some of the country's most celebrated Hispanic artists and 

visionaries. 

 
Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Episode Title:   Episode 91 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         11/4/2021 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS-NPS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:05:23 

 

The U.S. has passed another tragic pandemic milestone — 750,000 Americans have died from 

COVID-19. Dr. Sanjay Gupta's new book, "World War C: Lessons from the Covid-19 Pandemic 

and How to Prepare for the Next One," focuses in part on what America could have done 

differently to save lives. Gupta joins Judy Woodruff with more. 

 

 



Series Title:   Memories from the Table 
Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         12/06/2021       7:30:00 PM 

Service:         WQED 

Format:          Documentary 

 

This documentary celebrates our deep connections to food through family, friends and traditions. 

Featured segments include a yearly gathering to make pierogi for Christmas, a student's tribute to 

the culinary delights of her Italian and Hispanic grandmothers, a group of fraternity brothers who 

conduct an annual sausage making event, and more. 

       

Series Title:   A Christmas Cookie Story 

Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         12/12/2021       12:00:00 PM 

Service:         WQED 

Format:          Documentary 

 

For many Western Pennsylvanians, a day of cookie baking is as celebratory as the holidays. 

Families gather in kitchens throughout the region to mix dough, whip frostings and scatter 

sprinkles. It's a time to embrace ethnic traditions and remember loved ones who handed down now 

creased and crumbling recipes. This holiday documentary features a pizzelle-making church 

group, gingerbread house artists, one of the area's busiest cookie bakeries, and a woman who 

donates her cookies as a goodwill gesture, and Pittsburgh's popular cookie tour. 

              

Series Title:   It's Pittsburgh & A Lot of Other Stuff: Gingerbread Lane 
Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         12/12/2021       12:30:00 PM 

Service:         WQED 

Format:          Documentary 

 

It's a giant sort-of-Victorian holiday village covered in candy! It's an astounding work of folk art. 

It's Gingerbread Lane. We follow its creator, chef Jon Lovitch, from icing in February to 

assembling in November at Station Square. Sweet stuff! 

             

Series Title:   It's Pittsburgh & A Lot of Other Stuff: I Think Santa Will Like The Sleigh  
Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         12/12/2021       1:00:00 PM 

Service:         WQED 

Format:          Documentary 

 

Light Up Night! A clip from our HAPPY HOLIDAYS IN PITTSBURGH program from 2002. 

Just a quick look at the excitement of starting the holiday season in Downtown Pittsburgh. The 

PHOTOS of PITTSBURGH MEMORIES Jim Richards is a local author and arts entrepreneur, 

and he has gathered an interesting collection of about 30 black-and-white images of downtown 

Pittsburgh in the wintertime in an exhibition he calls PITTSBURGH MEMORIES. It's on display 

at One Oxford Center throughout the 2010 Holiday Season. LIGHTS on HOUSES! People help 

brighten the darkest days of the year by putting lights on their houses and all sorts of illuminated 

things in their front yards! We stop and talk to a number of folks whose displays caught our 



attention. We visit the Oakland Square Historic District, Regent Square, the South Side Slopes, 

Whitehall and Hazelwood. SATURDAY before Christmas in the STRIP! Cameraman Frank 

Caloiero weaves his way through the crowds while I stop and talk to anybody and everybody. The 

Strip still has wonderful characters, stupendous foodstuff and lots of homemade wine. 

 
NOLA:            NOVA  004604 

Series Title:    NOVA 

Episode Title:   Decoding the Great Pyramid 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         12/22/2021 9:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Documentary 

Segment Length:  00:56:44 

 

Stunning new archaeological evidence provides clues about the Egyptians who built the Great 

Pyramid of Giza -- and how they did it. Join researchers as they delve into the logbook of a work 

crew and discover how the massive project transformed Egypt. 

 

ECONOMY 
 

Series Title:   Visiting Volant 
Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         10/03/2021       12:30:00 PM 

Service:         WQED 

Format:          Documentary 

 

Nestled in the rolling hills of northwestern Pennsylvania is a "Mayberry" kind of town. You'll find 

fly fishing, a covered bridge, old grist mill, specialty shops and that warm small town feel. People 

come from all over the world to visit Volant. But if the residents there hadn't been creative, the 

town might have closed-up when hard economic times ensued. 
 

ENVIRONMENT/NATURE/NATURAL DISASTERS 
 

Series Title:   The Race to Save Pennsylvania's Bats 

Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         10/11/2021       7:30:00 PM 

Service:         WQED 

Format:          Documentary 

 

From "Dracula" to "The Dark Knight," bats have gotten a bad rap for centuries. But bats control 

pests that destroy crops and spread disease - a service that's worth billions of dollars in agriculture, 

forestry and human health care. Now a mysterious fungus is sweeping across the country, 

threatening to wipe out entire species of bats. It's called "White Nose Syndrome" and it's killed 

more than a million bats in the northeast-- including over 98 percent of Pennsylvania's cave bats. 

Biologists are calling White Nose Syndrome the worst wildlife crisis in history-- with tremendous 

consequences for humans, too. This program shows how Pennsylvania has emerged as a national 

player in the fight against White Nose Syndrome. 



 

Series Title:    NOVA 

Episode Title:   Arctic Drift 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         10/13/2021 9:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS-NPS 

Format:          Documentary 

Segment Length:  00:56:46 

 

Join scientists as they embark on the most ambitious Arctic research expedition of all time. 

 

Series Title:    Nature 

Episode Title:   The Elephant and the Termite 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         11/3/2021 8:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS-NPS 

Format:          Documentary 

Segment Length:  00:56:46 

 

Witness the dramas of Africa's great wildlife meeting place -- the waterhole. From mighty 

elephants to tiny termites, an entire community of creatures call the waterhole their home. 

 

Series Title:    Nature 

Episode Title:   Santa's Wild Home 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         12/15/2021 8:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS-NPS 

Format:          Documentary 

Segment Length:  00:56:44 

 

Get an intimate look into life in Lapland, fabled land of Santa Claus and actual home of tenacious 

wildlife such as reindeer, wolverines, Brown bears and more. 
 

Series Title:   Darr Mine Disaster 
Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         12/16/2021       8:30:00 PM 

Service:         WQED 

Format:          Documentary 

 

OnQ chronicles the history of the worst mining disaster in Pennsylvania history. On December 19, 

1907, the Darr Mine exploded in Van Meter, Westmoreland County, killing 239 men and boys. 

This documentary includes rare archival material, interviews with people who had personal 

connections to the Darr, and the story of those who believe a "religious miracle" kept the tragedy 

from being much worse.. 

        

FAMILY/MARRIAGE 
 



Series Title:    Finding Your Roots 

Episode Title:   To the Manor Born 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         10/5/2021 8:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS-NPS 

Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review 

Segment Length:  00:56:44 

 

Henry Louis Gates, Jr. discovers the privileged lineages that claim actor Glenn Close and director 

John Waters as descendants, introducing ancestors who are as bold and independent as they are. 

 

Series Title:    Finding Your Roots 

Episode Title:   Laughing on the Inside 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         11/2/2021 8:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS-NPS 

Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review 

Segment Length:  00:56:46 

 

Henry Louis Gates, Jr. provides comedians Lewis Black and Roy Wood, Jr. with accounts of 

hardship in their family trees which may have led them to each find humor in adversity. 
 

Series Title:   Broken: Women - Families - Opioids 

Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         11/21/2021       2:00:00 PM 

Service:         WQED 

Format:          Documentary 

 

Opioid addiction is destructive across all demographics. But compared to men, a woman's 

addiction can have more devastating implications. The addiction may begin with one woman, but 

consequences spread to vulnerable people around her. Some children are born addicted, while 

others face uncertain futures because of addicted mothers. Many children are placed in foster care, 

but an increasing number are being raised by grandparents and extended family - further disrupting 

lives. The documentary explores how opioid addiction among women is breaking the family bond 

and changing the fabric of society. 
 

Series Title:    POV Shorts 

Episode Title:   Le Frere 

Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         12/27/2021 10:30:00 PM 

Service:         PBS-NPS 

Format:          Other 

Segment Length:  00:26:46 

 

A story of familial sacrifice and the bonds of brotherhood. 

 
 



HEALTH/HEALTH CARE 
 

Series Title:   Bundle of Nerves: Our Anxiety Epidemic 

Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         10/04/2021       7:30:00 PM 

Service:         WQED 

Format:          Documentary 

 

Anxiety is among the most common, yet under-reported of all behavioral health issues. 40 million 

Americans suffer from anxiety and panic disorders - overwhelming worrying resulting in physical 

symptoms such as pounding heart, chest pain, shortness of breath and nausea. Through personal 

stories of those affected, this program examines causes, diagnosis, prevention and treatment, while 

spotlighting innovative initiatives that explore vulnerable populations, such as efforts to address 

anxiety disorders among college students. 
 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Episode Title:   Episode 86 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         10/28/2021 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS-NPS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:09:17 

 

New COVID-19 cases in the U.S. are down nearly 60% and deaths have fallen by nearly a third. 

Americans are getting boosters, and young children may be able to start getting vaccinated as 

soon as next week. But the U.S. still lost nearly 1,400 people a day the past week. Judy 

Woodruff discusses the pandemic with Dr. Rochelle Walensky, director of the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention. 
 

Series Title:   The Long Shadow of Childhood Trauma 

Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         10/28/2021       8:30:00 PM 

Service:         WQED 

Format:          Documentary 

 
Doctors have long known that childhood trauma often plays out again adulthood. But new studies 

suggest that early adversity actually affects physical health across a lifetime. The study is called 

ACEs - the Adverse Childhood Experience Scale, which lists ten stressful and traumatic events 

that can happen to children. Proponents of the study are calling on pediatricians to consider life 

events as they diagnose and treat children, with the goal of improving adult health and longevity 

by helping the children recover from early trauma. The documentary shares the stories of those 

whose lives were forever changed by childhood trauma, and shows how the Pittsburgh medical 

community is working to reverse the trend. 

 
Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Episode Title:   Episode 88 

Length:          60 minutes 



Airdate:         11/1/2021 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS-NPS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:04:27 

 

In our news wrap Monday, 6% of New York City's workforce went on unpaid leave for failing to 

get vaccinated. Rebels from Ethiopia's Tigray province appeared to be advancing toward the 

capital, Addis Ababa, and claimed they seized two key cities along a major highway over the 

weekend. American Airlines has cancelled nearly 2,300 since Friday, blaming bad weather and a 

shortage of workers. 

 
Series Title:   Battling Opioids: Stories of Hope 

Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         11/01/2021       7:30:00 PM 

Service:         WQED 

Format:          Documentary 

 
This 30-minute documentary is another installment in the multi-year, collaborative initiative 

among Pennsylvania's seven PBS stations - raising awareness, breaking the stigma and 

spotlighting new opioid treatment. With stories all focused in Western Pennsylvania, topics 

include: recovery during the COVID 19 pandemic; parental addiction causing an overcrowded 

foster system; clinics on wheels in rural areas; a welcoming space that's become a respite for people 

struggling to stay clean. 

 
Series Title:    FRONTLINE 

Episode Title:   Opioids, Inc. 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         12/28/2021 10:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Documentary 

Segment Length:  00:56:44 

 

The story of a drug company that pushed opioids by bribing doctors and committing insurance 

fraud. With the Financial Times, an investigation of how Insys Therapeutics profited from a 

fentanyl-based painkiller 50 times stronger than heroin. 

 

MEDIA 
 

Series Title:   Filmmaker's Corner: Jfilm Roots and Shorts 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         10/02/2021       10:00:00 PM 

Service:         WQED 

Format:          Documentary 

       

Host/Producer Minette Seate interviews Kathryn Spitz Cohan, executive director of Film 

Pittsburgh on the upcoming 28th Annual JFilm Festival. Also included in the episode: two 



episodes of Jeff Smee’s “Pittsburgh Movies with Dick and Dave”  and the premiere episode of 

Jaime Meyer and Long Knuckle Studios web series “Macabre Manor”  and a re-broadcast of 

Natalie Vazquez’ 2013 ode to her two grandmothers  “Roots to Routes”. 
 

Series Title:    A Very Quick History of An Unusual TV Station 
Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         10/03/2021       2:30:00 PM 

Service:         WQED 

Format:          Documentary 

    

A fun capsule history of WQED, America’s first community sponsored TV station, with clips and 

memories from Fred Rogers and others. Hosted and produced by Rick Sebak. Edited by Rich 

Capaldi. 
 

Series Title:   Filmmaker's Corner: Amelia and the Ghost 
Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         10/23/2021       10:00:00 PM 

Service:         WQED 

Format:          Documentary 

 

Host/Producer Minette Seate talks to Steven Haines and Matthew Day of Film Kitchen. The Film 

Kitchen team revisits the shows history and their love of film. Also included: Matthew Day’s “The 

Movie Theater Will Not Reopen”; Little Lake Theater’s “A Ghost Story”; Matthew Fridg’s 

“Saving Amelia”.  
 

Series Title:   Filmmaker's Corner: Talking to Tony 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         10/30/2021       10:00:00 PM 

Service:         WQED 

Format:          Documentary 

 

Host/Producer Minette Seate returns for the 13th season of the film program. This episode features 

an interview with acclaimed filmmaker Tony Buba, known for his short documentary studies of 

his hometown of Braddock Pa. Films include: Making Soppressata with Dom and the Guys 

Sgambati’s Struggles in Steel: Twenty Years Later Still Struggling The Barber of New Kensington 

Reflexions. 
 

Series Title:   Filmmaker's Corner: Blessing and a Curse 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         11/06/2021       10:00:00 PM 

Service:         WQED 

Format:          Documentary 

        

Host/Producer Minette Seate presents an episode showcasing three local documentaries: Blessing 

and a Curse - 29:13,Judith Sole, producer/filmmaker.  An examination of our obsession with social 

media and smart phones.  Love What You Do: Shy’s Story -11:14,  Anne Casper, WQED Digital: 

a documentary portrait of Shy Abram, a local musician who is also blind. Steel City Surfers: The 



Search for Stoke -10:59, Bryan Murray, filmmaker (from past season). Documentary on local 

surfers who find excitement on the region’s rivers.  
 

MINORITIES/CIVIL RIGHTS 
 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Episode Title:   Episode 87 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         10/29/2021 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS-NPS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:08:05 

 

Acclaimed film director Ava Duvernay, whose projects include “The 13th," “When They See Us," 

and "Selma”, is behind a new Netflix series called "Colin in Black and White.” It is the coming of 

age story of Colin Kaepernick, years before he became a quarterback in the NFL, and a leader in 

the fight for racial justice. Amna Nawaz spoke with DuVernay about it for our arts and culture 

series, CANVAS. 

 

Series Title:    Independent Lens 

Episode Title:   Home From School: The Children of Carlisle 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         11/23/2021 9:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS-NPS 

Format:          Documentary 

Segment Length:  00:56:46 

 

Northern Arapaho tribal members travel from Wyoming to Pennsylvania to retrieve remains of 

three children who died at Carlisle Indian Industrial School in the 1880s. 

 

Series Title:   A Broken System: Health Care Inequity 

Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         12/09/2021       8:00:00 PM 

Service:         WQED 

Format:          Documentary 

 

Pittsburgh has long boasted its status as "America's Most Livable City." But a closer examination 

reveals deep and troubling health disparities in marginalized communities. For African Americans, 

inequities extend to every facet of health, including lifespan, fetal and maternal death, cancer, and 

cardiovascular disease. Among the region's Hispanic residents and immigrant families, language 

and geographic obstacles make access to health care and insurance a major concern. Challenges 

for LGBTQIA+ residents include stigmatization among health care providers. The transgender 

community is recently coming into an era of increased rights, yet misgendering and societal 

violence is ever present. For people living with disabilities, poverty combined with barriers to top 

level medical professionals and insurance is a daily struggle. As a former industrial city, citizens 

living in environmentally hazardous areas still face increased risks of asthma, cancer, and other 

illnesses. And so-called food and medical deserts sit squarely in the communities impacted the 



most. In this 30-minute documentary, WQED explores the reasons behind the inequities and 

introduces people working for positive change.    

 
Series Title:    POV 

Episode Title:   Unapologetic 

Length:          90 minutes 

Airdate:         12/27/2021 9:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS-NPS 

Format:          Documentary 

Segment Length:  01:30:00 

 

Meet Janaé and Bella, two fierce abolitionists whose upbringing and experiences shape their 

activism and views on Black liberation. Told through their lens, Unapologetic offers an inside look 

into the movement and ongoing work that transformed Chicago, from the police murder of Rekia 

Boyd to the election of mayor Lori Lightfoot. 
 

RECREATION/LEISURE/SPORTS 
 

Series Title:   A Season to Remember: The Baseball Boys of Mon City 

Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         10/21/2021       8:00:00 PM 

Service:         WQED 

Format:          Documentary 

 

Western Pennsylvania has one of the most compelling stories ever told in the history of youth 

baseball. In 1952, the team from Monongahela, Washington County would make it to the final 

game of the Little League World Series. This marked the first (and to date only) time a Pittsburgh 

area team would do so. Through rare archival film, photographs, and interviews with surviving 

players, this 30-minute documentary not only captures the glory of their accomplishment, but also 

a heartbreaking tragedy that shook the team and their small hometown. This is ultimately the story 

of redemption and grit, as the same boys returned to a larger playing field two years later for a 

final triumph.     
 

Series Title:   Stories from the Stands 

Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         10/21/2021       8:30:00 PM 

Service:         WQED 

Format:          Documentary 

 

The Pirates have always been a big part of Pittsburgh's sports history. Now we introduce five local 

men who have witnessed most of it firsthand. Phil Coyne started working as an usher at Forbes 

Field in 1936. He's still ushering today at the age of 95! Phil and four of his longtime colleagues 

share their stories with WQED's Tonia Caruso. From the ballparks, to the players, to their favorite 

Pirates memories and more, it's a unique look through the eyes of the other boys of summer. 
 

 

 



RELIGION/ETHICS 
 

Series Title:   Tree of Life: A Concert for Peace and Unity . 
Length:          90 minutes 

Airdate:         10/24/2021       1:00:00 PM 

Service:         WQED 

Format:          Documentary 

  

The Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra performs a concert in remembrance of Pittsburgh's Tree of 

Life Synagogue tragedy. This expanded version for WQED viewers includes additional music 

selections and readings from the November 27, 2018 concert not seen in the 60-minute PBS 

version. Music Director: Manfred Honeck, Featured Performers: Itzhak Perlman, Michael 

Rusinek, Mendelssohn Choir of Pittsburgh. Filmed at Heinz Hall. Music selections and composers 

are listed below. Cantus in Memory of Benjamin Britten Arvo P’rt “Kaddish” from Deux M’lodies 

H’bra’ques for Clarinet and String Orchestra Maurice Ravel (arr. Tognetti) “Largo” from 

Symphony No. 5 in D minor, Opus 47 Dmitri Shostakovich Eli, Eli (“My God, My God”), A Walk 

to Caesarea David Zehavi (arr. Pigovat) Larghetto for Orchestra James MacMillan “Lift Thine 

Eyes to the Mountains” from Elijah Felix Mendelssohn Ein deutsches Requiem (A German 

Requiem), Opus 45 IV. Wie lieblich sind deine Wohnungen Johannes Brahms Three Pieces from 

Schindler’s List for Violin and Orchestra Remembrances, Jewish Town Krakow Ghetto 1941, 

Theme John Williams “Nimrod” from Variations on an Original Theme, “Enigma,” Opus 36 

Edward Elgar 

 

Series Title:   An Unlikely Refuge: Surviving The Holocaust In Shanghai  
Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         10/24/2021       2:30:00 PM 

Service:         WQED 

Format:          Documentary 

 

As a follow-up to WQED's PBS national documentary, "Harbor from the Holocaust" this 30-

minute local documentary examines the Pittsburgh connections to a little-known story of Jews who 

found refuge in Shanghai during the Holocaust. Segments include the stories of a Chinese diplomat 

who saved thousands of people by providing visas, a woman who taught scores of Jewish refugee 

children, and the remembrances of a Pittsburgh man born in the Shanghai ghetto. 

 

SCIENCE/TECHNOLOGY 
 

Series Title:   Invented, Engineered & Pioneered In Pittsburgh 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         10/10/2019       12:00:00 PM 

Service:         WQED 

Format:          Documentary 

 

It's a celebration of engineers and innovators in the Pittsburgh region over the past 250 years.  We 

consider accomplishments and improvements of engineers from the eighteenth-century military 

men who built Fort Pitt to the computer engineers who are building robots at Carnegie Mellon 



University today.  From Ferris wheels to computer games, engineers around here have helped 

create the modern world. 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Episode Title:   Episode 84 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         10/26/2021 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS-NPS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:09:03 

 

A Senate committee is widening its investigation into the impact social media platforms have on 

children, teens and young adults, with more apps facing congressional scrutiny. William Brangham 

reports with Jean Twenge, a psychology professor and author of "iGen: Why Today's Super-

Connected Kids Are Growing Up Less Rebellious, More Tolerant, Less Happy — and Completely 

Unprepared for Adulthood." 

 

Series Title:    Secrets of the Dead 

Episode Title:   The First Circle of Stonehenge 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         11/3/2021 10:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS-NPS 

Format:          Documentary 

Segment Length:  00:56:46 

 

A decade-long archaeological quest reveals that the oldest stones of Stonehenge originally 

belonged to a much earlier sacred site -- a stone circle built on a rugged, remote hillside in west 

Wales. 

 

Series Title:    Amanpour and Company 

Episode Title:   Episode 121 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         12/16/2021 11:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS-PLUS 

Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review 

Segment Length:  00:56:46 

 

Timnit Gebru is among the most prominent Black women working in artificial intelligence today. 

Formerly co-leader of Google’s ethical AI team, Gebru says she was fired after speaking out about 

how AI systems can reinforce social inequalities. Google, however, claims Gebru resigned. Now 

she is tackling the problem head-on with a new research institute that gives voice to marginalized 

groups. 

 

WAR/VET/NATIONAL SECURITY 
 

Series Title:   ...After War 



Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         11/04/2021       8:00:00 PM 

Service:         WQED 

Format:          Documentary 

 

The media has a strong history of focusing on the challenges of veterans returning to their homes, 

families and workplaces. But all too often, the stories focus on the negative. This documentary 

focuses instead on the positive - showcasing local men and women who've found success after 

service. Content segments include a married couple who started a boxing club for fellow veterans 

and first responders, a veteran who found healing through art, and more. 

              

 

Series Title:   Warriors: A Semper Fi Odyssey 

Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         11/07/2021       12:00:00 PM 

Service:         WQED 

Format:          Documentary 

 

This documentary offers a compelling visit to a retreat in Western Pennsylvania where physically 

wounded veterans heal, bond and re-adjust to life after battle. The program will also explore the 

Pittsburgh medical community's groundbreaking efforts to explore traumatic brain injury (TBI) 

mapping in veterans who have experienced severe head injuries. 

        

Series Title:   Vietnam Vets: Comrades In Arms 

Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         11/07/2021       12:30:00 PM 

Service:         WQED 

Format:          Documentary 

     

This is a shortened version of the original Vietnam Vets: Comrades in Arms produced and 

broadcast in 1998. Host Chris Moore is joined by fellow Vietnam Veterans Gary Radford, John 

McCoy, Michael Flournoy and Ed Bialobok. They discuss the dangers they faced during their time 

in Vietnam, and how the conflict helped them form unbreakable bonds of friendship, despite their 

differences. Also includes footage filmed by Radford while on duty. 

        

Series Title:   Long Road Home 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         11/07/2021       1:00:00 PM 

Service:         WQED 

Format:          Documentary 

        

Long Road Home focuses on the compelling stories of Pittsburgh area veterans coping and healing 

with the emotional wounds of war after combat in Iraq, Vietnam, Korea, and World War II. The 

documentary features a rare visit to a support group for WW II vets still working through their 

traumatic combat experiences decades ago. The program also explores current treatments and 

research into Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) among returning veterans. 

 
 



Series Title:   The Good Fight 
Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         11/11/2021       8:00:00 PM 

Service:         WQED 

Format:          Documentary 

 

African Americans have played a role in our country's defense since the American Revolution. 

World War II was no exception. Seventy-five years after the D-Day invasion, WQED shares the 

stories of WWII veterans and war workers - men and women who fought the good fight -- battling 

racism at home while fighting for democracy overseas. With compelling interviews and 

memorable archives, the documentary explores the legacy of these Southwestern Pennsylvanians 

and their lasting impact on their fellow Americans. 

       

Series Title:   Vietnam: Another View 
Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         11/18/2021       8:30:00 PM 

Service:         WQED 

Format:          Documentary 

 

WQED has long reported on the Vietnam War - with a significant focus on veterans. But the 

perspective of the Vietnamese people is equally compelling - and all too often, unheard. After the 

fall of Saigon in 1975, many Vietnamese people made desperate scrambles to flee the country. 

Their exoduses were fraught with danger - some escaping in tiny boats or by airlift. Others fled 

under U.S. policies allowing the emigration of children fathered by American troops as well as 

people who fought against the Communists. And some of them found new lives in Western 

Pennsylvania. Now they share their stories of life before the war, their escape to freedom, eventual 

success in Pittsburgh, and in some cases, haunting emotional scars. 

 
Series Title:   Filmmaker's Corner: In Service 
Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         11/20/2021       10:00:00 PM 

Service:         WQED 

Format:          Documentary 

 

Host Minette Seate interviews Ralph Vittuccio prior to screening his Iraq War documentary: In 

Service: Iraq to Pittsburgh. Conversations and observations from men and women from 

Southwestern PA who have served or are serving in Iraq. Includes footage shot by soldiers and 

journalists on the ground in Iraq. 

 

WOMEN 
 

Series Title:   Filmmaker's Corner: We Wear The Mask   

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         10/09/2021       10:00:00 PM 

Service:         WQED 

Format:          Documentary 

              



Host/Producer Minette Seate talks to Executive producer Tammy Thompson and 

cinematographer/editor Michael Savisky about their film “We Wear the Mask”.  The documentary 

follows the lives of three women fighting to overcome poverty and its stigma, to create better lives 

for themselves and their loved ones.  

 
Series Title:   Stolen Years: Women, Caregivers & Alzheimer's 

Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         12/09/2021      8:30:00 PM 

Service:         WQED 

Format:          Documentary 

 

While Alzheimer's Disease affects people from all walks of life, recent studies have found that 

women are bearing a disproportionate amount of the Alzheimer's burden. Nearly two-thirds of 

Americans living with Alzheimer's are women. Sixty percent of all Alzheimer's caregivers are 

women. This documentary will focus on families and caregivers, programs that offer hope, and 

research into a disease that has such life-altering consequences, particularly for women. 

 

YOUTH 
 

Series Title:   Childhood Lost: The Adultification of African American Girls 

Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         10/07/2021       8:00:00 PM 

Service:         WQED 

Format:          Documentary 

 

Childhood Lost: The Adultification of African American Girls, is a thirty-minute documentary, 

that seeks to raise public awareness around the important issue of adultification.  Adultification is 

the perception that African American girls are more adult, more aggressive, more sexually aware 

and less in need of support and care than girls of the same age, but of different race. WQED 

explores the consequences of adultification here in our region, and introduces some of the people 

who are challenging systems, defying perceptions and working to give Black girls the support, 

compassion and equity they deserve.        

 

 

Series Title:   All The Marbles 

Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         10/10/2021       2:00:00 PM 

Service:         WQED 

Format:          Documentary 

 

For decades, Pittsburgh has been a powerhouse for children who play the game of marbles. At a 

time when most children use their thumbs for texting and video games, meet a small but mighty 

group of kids and coaches who use their thumbs to move marbles around a ring - all the while 

winning crowns, building friendships and making lasting memories. 
 


