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KABC-TV 

ABC7 -CORE ISSUES 
1st Quarter 2021

CORE ISSUES 

ABC7 gave significant coverage to the following community issues and concerns arising in the 
first quarter of 2021: 

1. Health

2. Community

3. Public Safety and Crime

4. Politics 

The station’s coverage of these core issues is detailed in the next section of this report. 
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ABC7 - CORE ISSUES COVERAGE 
1st Quarter 2021

HEALTH
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  Jan 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.   Feb 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28.   Mar 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 
17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31. 
Total Coverage:  2 Days 7 Hours 5 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News covered the various health topics of interest to its Southern California 
audience.  The most covered topic both around the world and in Los Angeles, remains to be about 
the novel coronavirus, also known as COVID-19. 

ABC7 has reported on COVID-19 from the beginning, and has continued to do so throughout the 
first quarter of 2021.  It was March 16, 2020, when the first county Health Officer Order was 
issued, shuttering businesses such as restaurants and bars that promoted extended interactions 
among patrons, and also banning large public gatherings of any kind. The stay-at-home order 
issued by California Governor Gavin Newsom had required California's nearly forty million 
people to lock down except for essential work. Since the beginning of the pandemic, California has 
recorded more than 3.5 million virus cases and nearly 56,000 deaths, both the largest totals in the 
country. As Los Angeles County moved to a less restrictive tier in March of 2021, the county saw 
the reopening of indoor restaurants, movie theaters and fitness centers thanks to declining COVID-
19 cases (albeit at reduced capacities), and was then able to shift focus to vaccine-related issues.

As COVID vaccinations became more readily available with each passing month, Governor 
Newsom was able to announce that anyone who wanted a vaccine would be able to get one by 
April 15, 2021.  Eyewitness News informed its audience about some of the super site locations 
where they could get vaccinated, such as Dodger Stadium in Los Angeles, the Fairplex in Pomona, 
The Forum in Inglewood, Cal State University in Northridge, the Orange County Fairgrounds and 
Six Flags Magic Mountain in Valencia.  

ABC7 reported on an incident in late January where anti-vaccination protesters blocked the 
entrance to Dodger Stadium, one of the largest COVID-19 vaccination sites in the nation, forcing 
the temporary closure of the site.  Some in the protesting group of roughly thirty people waved 
signs with anti-mask and anti-vaccine messages.  The delay affected people who were in line 
waiting to get their shots as it led to a long backup of cars and caused a closure of the gates for 
under an hour before they were reopened.  No arrests were made.  At the end of February, another 
anti-vaccination protest took place again at Dodger Stadium with this group holding up signs such 
as "929 Deaths After Vaccination in the USA" and "This Is Not a Normal Vaccine."  Some 
counter-protesters showed up and exchanged words with the anti-vaccine demonstrators but the 
situation remained under control. At one point, Los Angeles Police Department officers formed a 
line between the two groups.  The demonstrations were not keeping people from getting vaccinated 
and no arrests were reported.
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COMMUNITY
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  Jan 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.   Feb 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28.   Mar 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 
17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31. 
Total Coverage:  1 Day 17 Hours 52 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News reported on community happenings that affected the station’s viewing area 
in the first quarter of 2021.  One story that caught the attention of Angelenos was the death of Los 
Angeles Dodgers baseball legend Tommy Lasorda.

Eyewitness News covered former Dodger manager Tommy Lasorda’s death in January at age 93. 
The Hall of Fame manager passed away after suffering a heart attack at his Fullerton home. 
Lasorda had a history of heart problems and had been admitted to the hospital in early November, 
but was later released. One of the most beloved sports figures in Southern California history, 
Lasorda spent 71 years with the Dodgers. He guided the team to two World Series titles and later 
became an ambassador for the sport. Tributes to Tommy Lasorda poured in from the world of 
sports, entertainment and politics. 

ABC7 viewers learned how the Dodgers had drafted him as a twenty-one-year-old in 1949.  He 
made his major league debut five years later, but his major league career only lasted three seasons. 
Nevertheless, Lasorda made his mark on the sport as the Dodgers manager from 1976 to 1996, 
leading his beloved Boys in Blue to eight Division Titles, four National League pennants and two 
World Series titles. In 1997 he was inducted into baseball's Hall of Fame. Later that year the 
Dodgers retired his jersey number two, only one of ten numbers retired by the team.  Numerous 
buildings in Los Angeles were illuminated in blue in tribute to Lasorda, including City 
Hall, Staples Center, and the Banc of California Stadium; at Dodger Stadium, flags were flown at 
half-staff. Before he was laid to rest, Lasorda made one last trip to Dodger Stadium, where his 
casket was placed on the pitcher's mound.  

Eyewitness News also devoted airtime to "California Dreaming: The Future of the Golden State," a 
five-part series from the ABC Owned Television Stations in partnership with National Geographic 
that looked at the future of what the California dream means, and the people working to find 
solutions to keep the dream alive. The series aired during the first week of February, and 
culminated in a 30-minute special, which also aired on the station as well as was made available 
for streaming on the ABC7 connected TV apps and Hulu.

ABC7 viewers tuning in heard the stories of former Californians who left the Golden State and 
those who chose to stay. While each episode explored housing, the cost of living, wildfires and 
earthquakes, it also shared real-time solutions. The series featured in-depth interviews with elected 
officials, local leaders, experts, who give insight into the progress to resolve these issues and 
highlighted the inescapable beauty, allure and one-of-a-kind opportunities that California offers.
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PUBLIC SAFETY AND CRIME
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  Jan 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.   Feb 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28.   Mar 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 
17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31. 
Total Coverage:  1 Day 6 Hours 33 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News devoted airtime on public safety and crime issues during the first quarter 
of 2021.   One topic that viewers took notice of was on the issue of hate crimes and violence 
towards Asian Americans across the country as well as locally in Southern California.

Eyewitness News covered the alarming increase of violence against Asian Americans that have 
occurred since March of 2020 across the country.  “Stop AAPI Hate”, a coalition that tracks 
reports of racism and discrimination against Asian Americans, has been following the rise in 
attacks against Asian American Pacific Islanders since the start of the pandemic. In the last year, 
there has been more than 3,800 reports of violence, harassment, discrimination and bullying across 
the country. The group says L.A. County accounts for nearly 10% of the national reports.  Local 
incidents include a preschool in Alhambra, Asian-owned Little Sunshine Preschool, who had its 
doors defaced with an insulting message scrawled in human feces and another incident that 
involved an anonymous racist letter being sent to an Asian American resident of a local retirement 
community in Seal Beach.

ABC7 viewers also learned of demonstrators holding rallies in Southern California and nationwide 
to condemn the spike in hate crimes against people of Asian descent in the U.S.  At one rally in 
Koreatown, a "Stop Asian Hate" solidarity march was led by a youth troupe of drummers where 
hundreds of marchers carried signs with such phrases as "Stop Killing Asians,'' "Keep My 
Grandma Safe!'' "Enough is Enough'' and "Hate is a Virus.''  The march and rally were organized 
by the Korean American Federation of Los Angeles in partnership with twenty community-based 
organizations, and were partly in reaction to the mass shooting on March 16, 2021, in Atlanta that 
killed eight people, six of whom were women of Asian descent.  

Local groups found other ways to support the Asian community.  In San Bernardino, the Pure 
Land Foundation, an organization founded by Chinese philanthropist Bruno Wang, helped local 
families by bringing its mobile pantry to Pacific High School and distributing free food. 
Organizers said that, especially in light of recent events, they wanted to show that their community 
is just as much a part of the fabric that contributes to the success of America.

Asian-American community leaders gathered in Orange County's Little Saigon district, where they 
denounced the nationwide spike in hate crimes and California Assemblywoman Janet Nguyen said 
she plans to introduce legislation that will add harsher penalties to those convicted of a hate crime. 
"AB 282 will ensure those that commit misdemeanor hate crimes are held accountable for their 
offenses and have a criminal conviction on their record with no opportunity for it to combat this 
from happening in the Asian American community," Nguyen had said at a news conference.
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POLITICS
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  Jan 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.   Feb 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28.   Mar 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31. 
Total Coverage:  22 Hours 36 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News devoted noteworthy airtime to politics during the first quarter of 2021.  
One topic of particular interest to Angelenos was the ongoing campaign to recall current Democrat 
California Governor Gavin Newsom.  If successful, it would be just the second time in California 
history that a governor has been recalled, after voters replaced incumbent Democrat Gray Davis 
with Republican Arnold Schwarzenegger in 2003. 

Eyewitness News covered how early in Governor Gavin Newsom's tenure, several recall petitions 
had been launched against him, though they initially failed to gain much traction.  In June 2020, 
another recall petition was circulated, mainly for Newsom’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
He originally received some praise for his aggressive approach with the nation's first stay-at-home 
order, but criticism grew over extensions to the order, and Newsom’s admission that he dined at a 
Napa restaurant for a private birthday party, with no masks or social distancing in place, which 
violated edicts he had imposed due to COVID-19, was widely credited for the recall campaign's 
surge in support.  

ABC7 viewers learned that Governor Newsom so far has two Republican challengers that have 
announced plans to run: former San Diego Mayor Kevin Faulconer, and John Cox, who lost to 
Newsom in the last election in 2018.  In the meantime, Newsom has set up a political committee to 
raise money to defend his seat. Under state rules, he is allowed to raise an unlimited amount of 
money to fight the recall vote.  As the month of March drew to a close, it is almost certain that 
Newsom will face a recall vote. Recall supporters are required to submit nearly 1.5 million 
signatures to place the proposal before voters, and organizers said they had collected more than 
two million signatures since starting in June of last year.  Collections surged in the fall and winter 
as anger intensified about Newsom's handling of the pandemic. County officials are currently still 
reviewing and validating all the signatures gathered.

Democrats have depicted the recall effort as seeded with extremists and supporters of former 
Republican President Donald Trump. However, recall organizers say 38% of petition signatures 
have come from independents and Democrats. That is yet to be verified. By painting the recall 
effort as driven by Republicans and Trump backers, Democrats hope to keep independents and 
Democrats who may be frustrated with Newsom on their side. Registered Democrats outnumber 
Republicans by nearly two to one and Republicans have not won a statewide election in California 
since 2006.


