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During this quarter, we served the public interest by addressing the following issues and 
concerns of our communities. 
 

 
Breaking News 

Coverage of major stories that are happening in real time. 
 

Commitment 2022 
Political coverage including candidate and issue profiles. Helping voters understand issues 
before heading to the polls.  

Consumer Information 
Information about scams & rip-offs and avoiding them, preventing identity theft, food recalls, 
and other consumer-related information. 
 

 
Crime 

Crime, crime prevention, and keeping the family safe from crime. 
 

Economy 
The status of the economy, cost of fuel, ways to save money, events affecting the local 
economy, new development, and revenue streams along with information about employment 
and unemployment. 
 

 
Education 

Funding, school safety, quality of education, and what’s going on in Tri-State schools. 
 

 
Forecasting Our Future 

Stories focused on efforts to save our environment. 
 

General News 
Stories that cover a variety of topics of community interests or concerns. 

 
 

 
Government & Politics 

Politics and government policy making, including information about political candidates, policy 
making, reform, national security, police, and city council business; and other related issues & 

concerns. 
 

Hurricane Ian 
Coverage of the powerful Category 4 storm that hit Florida, South Carolina, and North 
Carolina. 
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January 6th Hearings 
Coverage of the congressional investigation into the January 6th insurrection at the U.S. 
Capitol. 

 
Mass Shootings 

Coverage of mass shootings that happened across the country and its impact on gun laws and 
policies in Greater Cincinnati. 
  

Pedestrian Safety 
The City of Cincinnati’s efforts to improve safety for walkers following a string of deadly hit and 
run cases. 

Pike County Murder Trial 
Coverage of Ohio’s most complicated murder case involving the killing of 8 members of one 
family by members of a different family. 

 
Public Affairs Show 

Shows that present topics and stories of local and national interest in long form allowing local 
leaders and organizations to have a voice in the community. 
  

RSV 
Stories concerning the RSV and its impact on Greater Cincinnati residents and healthcare 
facilities. 
 

Teen Issues 
Drug use and abuse, underage drinking, driving, peer pressure, crime, and other issues 
related to teenagers. 
 

 
Ukraine Crisis 

Stories following the Russia Invasion of Ukraine and how Greater Cincinnati is reacting to the 
war. 

Weather 
Providing lifesaving information to viewers before, during and after severe storms move 
through Greater Cincinnati and the nation. 
 

West Chester Quad Murder Trial 
The trial of a man accused of killing his wife, his in-laws and a relative in their West Chester 
Ohio apartment. 

 
WLWT Investigates 

In-depth look at a particular issue or subject facing Greater Cincinnati. 

 
 

 
 
 

Issues/Programs List for WLWT-TV 
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The following list contains some of the most significant programming treatment of issues of 

community concern addressed by WLWT-TV during the quarter.  In no way is this list intended 
to be exhaustive. 

 
Date Program Time/Duration Issue(s) Description 

 

10/1 Let’s Talk Cincy 7:30 pm/ 30 minutes Public Affairs Show A one-on-one conversation with 

Cincinnati Police interim chief. 

10/2 Meet The Press 10 am/ 60 minutes Public Affairs Show Topics included the mid-term 

elections and Hurricane Ian. 

10/2 Matter of Fact 11 am/ 30 minutes Public Affairs Show Topics included lack of internet 

connections in places called 

Digital Deserts and the lack of 

clean drinking water in some 

communities. 

10/2 News 6 pm/ 2:10 General News A cornhole tournament at UC 

college of law raises money for 

the Ohio Innocence Project. 

10/3 News 5:30 pm/ 1:45 West Chester Quad 

Murder Trial 

Jury selection begins in trial for 

Gurpreet Singh. 

10/3 News 5:30 pm / 1:45 Hurricane Ian People with Cincinnati ties 

recover after hurricane. 

10/3 News 6 pm/ 2:30 Pike County Murder 

Trial 

Witnesses speak in family 

relationships between George 

Wagner and his family. 

10/3 News 6 pm/ 3:10 Pedestrian Safety The city is working on long-term 

solutions for pedestrian safety as 

UC increases crosswalk 

visibility. 

10/3 News 6 pm/ 5:30 WLWT Investigates Mail carriers targeted by armed 

robbery suspects 

10/4 News 4:30 am/ 3:20 Crime 

Pedestrian Safety 

Mother of UC student killed in 

hit-and-run remembers her 

daughter 

10/4 News 4:30 am/ 1:25 January 6 Hearings New insight into what it was like 

for rioters and lawmakers during 

the Capitol riot. 

10/4 News Noon/ 1:40 Hurricane Ian The death toll from hurricane Ian 

rises as search and rescue efforts 

continue. 

10/4 News 5 pm/ 3:00 Crime 

Teen Issues 

The teen charged with killing a 

UC student with a stolen car had 

taken a plea in Boone county 

after hitting a deputy with a 

stolen car 

10/4 News 5:30 pm / 1:35 Crime 

Teen Issues 

Rise in teens with juvenile 

record. 

10/5 News 4:30 am / 3:25 Consumer Information Fast food tricks. 

10/5 News 5 pm/ 2:30 Hurricane Ian President Biden goes to Florida 

to tour the damage of hurricane 

Ian. 

10/5 News 5 pm/ 2:35 Commitment 2022 Ohio's secretary of state 

launches a team to test election 
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Government & 

Politics 

systems to ensure voting 

integrity. 

10/6 News 6 am/ 2:06 Hurricane Ian Aftermath of Ian latest. 

10/6 News 5:30 pm/ 1:45 Commitment 2022 

Government & 

Politics 

Analyzing which midterm issues 

matter most. 

 

10/7 News 4:30 am/ 2:35 WLWT Investigates Housing scam victim revisit. 

10/7 News Noon/ 1:59 Economy The U.S. added more jobs than 

anticipated in September. 

10/7 News 5 pm/ 3:26 Consumer Information The Rossen rundown - impact of 

higher interest rates, most 

annoying airline passenger 

behaviors and amazon holiday 

preview sale. 

10/9 Meet The Press 10 am/ 60 minutes Public Affairs Show The Georgia senate election. 

10/9 Matter of Fact 11 am/ 30 minutes Public Affairs Show An innovative affordable 

housing program and a look at 

the George Senate race. 

10/10 News 4 pm/ 1:30 Ukraine Crisis World reacts to Russian missile 

attacks. 

10/10 News 5 pm/ 2:50 Crime A mail carrier follows a deadly 

shooting suspect; police catch up 

with him and shoot and kill him. 

10/11 News 6 pm/ 1:30  Commitment 2022 

Government & 

Politics 

Voter registration deadline is 

today. 

10/11 News 6 pm/ 4:30 Commitment 2022 

Government & 

Politics  

Sitting down with Ohio’s U.S. 

Senate candidates. 

10/11 News 11 pm/ 3:10 Crime 

WLWT Investigates 

Cincinnati Police officer has 

powers suspended and pleads 

guilty to charges after accused of 

stalking ex-girlfriend. 

10/11 News 11 pm/ 2:40 Crime 

Teen Issues 

Teen may be charged as adult 

for three murders after court 

appearance. 

10/12 News 5 pm/ 3:10 Commitment 2022 

Government & 

Politics 

Early voting is underway in 

Ohio in what could be a record 

turnout for midterms. 

 

10/12 News 6 pm/ 1:30 Pike County Murder 

Trial 

Text messages presented in Pike 

county trial. 

10/12 News 11 pm/ 1:30 Breaking News 

Crime 

Manhunt after man leads police 

on multi-county chase 

10/13 News 5:30 pm/ 1:50 January 6 hearings Jan. 6 committee votes to 

subpoena Trump. 

10/13 News 5:30 pm/1:40 General News Meet an artist behind BLINK. 

10/14 News 6 am /1:10 Consumer Information Rossen in 60:stickey prices 

 

10/14 News Noon/1:27 Mass Shootings 5 people are dead after police 

say a 15-year-old opened fire in 

two locations in Raleigh. 

10/14 News 4 pm/ 2:20 Pike County Murder 

Trial 

Prosecutors argue Wagner’s 

obsession with a tv show played 

a role in the massacre. 

10/14 News 5 pm/ 3:35 General News Blink day two starts tonight. 
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10/16 Meet The Press 10 am/ 60 minutes Public Affairs Show The key races three weeks 

before the mid-term elections. 

10/16 Matter of Fact 11 am/ 30 minutes Public Affairs Show The high childbirth death rate in 

America and a look back at the 

Emmett Toll case. 

10/17 News 4:30 am, / 1:40 Weather 25 homes being built for 25 

families after western Kentucky 

tornado 10 months ago 

10/17 News 5 pm/ 2:37 Crime An armed suspect robs a mail 

carrier of his keys in Green 

Township. 

10/17 News 5:30 pm/ 2:00 Crime Suspended worker at Dohn 

Community High School causes 

disruption in classroom leading 

to classes canceled. 

10/17 News 11 pm/ 2:35 Crime Nursing student helps others in 

triple shooting before realizing 

she had been shot. 

10/17 News 11 pm/ 2:35 Economy Cincinnati students begin 

applying for student loan 

forgiveness after site launches 

under beta mode 

10/18 News 6 am/ 1:45 Commitment 2022 

Government & 

Politics 

A look at crucial races across the 

country three weeks out from the 

midterm elections. 

10/18 News 5 pm/ 2:17 Consumer Information 

Economy 

Heating costs are up because of 

the rising cost of natural gas. 

10/18 News 5:30 pm/ 1:30 Pike County Murder 

Trial 

Custody battle recordings played 

in Pike County trial. 

10/18 News 11 pm/ 2:20 WLWT Investigates Suspect prompting large SWAT 

response had history of hang up 

911 calls in year leading up to 

standoff 

10/19 News 4 pm/ 1:30 Ukraine Criss Russian president Vladimir Putin 

declares martial law in four 

Russian-occupied regions, of 

Ukraine. 

10/19 News 5 pm/ 2:10 Crime A youth football coach is gunned 

down in front of his team. 

10/19 News 6 pm/ 1:30 West Chester Quad 

Murder Trial 

Jury deliberations begins in 

Gurpreet Singh trial. 

10/19 News 11 pm/ 2:35 Education 

Government & 

Politics 

Forest Hills school district 

leaders lay out financial issues 

during board meeting. 

10/20 News 6 am/ 2:05 Commitment 2022 

Government & 

Politics 

Midterm’s countdown. 

10/20 News 4 PM/ 2:15 Education Local school shows off bus 

tracking tech during national 

school bus safety week. 

10/20 News 5 pm/ 3:53 Consumer Information The Rossen rundown: how most 

Halloween injuries happen, 

changes to holiday returns and 

Dunkin changes its loyalty 

program. 
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10/20 News 5:30 p/ 1:30 Pedestrian Safety Northside residents meet on 

pedestrian safety. 

10/21 News 4 pm/ 2:25 General News Fall leaf collections do's and 

don'ts. 

10/21 News 5 pm/ 1:54 Commitment 2022 Georgia and Pennsylvania senate 

races heat up. 

10/22 Let’s Talk Cincy 7:30 pm/ 30 minutes Public Affairs Show The fight against being 

overweight. What you can do to 

control your weight to live a 

healthier life. 

10/23 Meet The Press 10 am/ 60 minutes Public Affairs Show Analyzing the polls 16 days 

before the  

10/23 Matter of Fact 11 am/ 30 minutes Public Affairs Show Exploring the history of climate 

change in Louisiana and a closer 

look at the life of Rosa Parks. 

10/24 News 4:30 am/ 1:45 Commitment 2022 

Government & 

Politics 

New polling on what voters are 

thinking ahead of the midterms. 

10/24 News 5 pm/ 2:25 Crime A father is charged with leaving 

a gun out near his kids after his 

3-year-old died of a gunshot 

wound. 

10/24 News 5:30 pm/ 1:20 Mass Shootings Three dead after St. Louis school 

shooting. 

10/24 News 6 pm/ 2:35 Pike County Murder 

Trial 

Jake Wagner testifies in his 

brother's murder trial. 

10/24 News 11 pm/ 2:30 Crime Calls for gun safety after toddler 

shot and killed by father's loaded 

gun 

10/25 News 5 pm/ 3:47 Consumer Information The company Apeel figured out 

a coating to preserve produce 

longer. 

10/25 News 5:30 pm/ 1:30 Commitment 2022 

Government & 

Politics 

Two weeks until midterms. 

10/26 News Noon/ 1:45 Ukraine Crisis More attacks in Ukraine. 

10/26 News 6 pm/ 1:40 Breaking News 

Crime 

Victim and suspect identified in 

Indiana suitcase case. 

10/26 News 11 pm/ 2:45 Crime Community concerned after two 

people killed and two others 

injured in Hamilton shooting. 

10/27 News Noon/ 1:32 Economy 

Consumer Information 

The GDP report shows growth, 

but more interest rate hikes are 

expected. 

10/27 News 5 pm/ 2:40 WLWT Investigates 

Consumer Information 

A Butler county audit found all 

the dollar general stores in the 

county failed a price-check - 

register prices were higher than 

posted prices 80% of the time. 

10/28 News 5 pm/ 2:25 Crime A 16-year-old will be tried as an 

adult in three different killings in 

less than 3 weeks. 

10/28 News 5 pm/ 2:30 General News Families get in the Halloween 

spirit by decorating their yards 

with inflatables. 
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10/29 Let’s Talk Cincy 7:30 pm/ 30 minutes Public Affairs Show 

Commitment 2022 

Government & 

Politics 

A look at the 2022 mid-term 

elections and local fundraising 

efforts for the United Negro 

College Fund. 

10/30 Meet The Press 10 am/ 60 minutes Public Affairs Show The attack on Speaker Pelosi’s 

husband. 

10/30 Matter of Fact 11 am/ 30 minutes Public Affairs Show How crushing medical debt is 

affecting millions of Americans.  

10/31 News 5 pm/ 2:30  Breaking News A Fort Mitchell woman dies in a 

crowd crush during a Halloween 

celebration in South Korea. 

10/31 News 5:30 pm/ 2:25 Pike County Murder 

Trial 

Investigators testify about a dive 

team finding buckets of evidence 

in the pond at the flying w ranch. 

11/1 News 5:30 pm/ 1:40 West Chester Quad 

Murder Trial 

Judge accused of bias in 

Gurpreet Singh trial. 

11/1 News 5:30 pm/ 1:40 Commitment 2022 

Government & 

Politics 

Explainer of local ballot issues. 

11/1 News 11 pm/ 2:55 Breaking News 

Crime 

Woman found stabbed, suspect 

shot by police in Clermont 

County 

11/2 News 4:30 am/ 4:15 Consumer Information Rossen reports holiday gift 

guide. 

11/2 News 4 pm/ 2:15 Government & 

Politics 

FCC vs. TikTok as security 

concerns linger. 

11/2 News 5 pm/ 2:31 Government & 

Politics 

Hamilton County commissioners 

want a look at the Bengal’s 

naming deal with Paycor. 

11/2 News 11 pm/ 3:00 General News Teen battling cancer graduates 

early. 

11/3 News 5 pm/ 2:45 WLWT Investigates All 13 family dollar stores in 

butler county fail price-check 

audits after similar problems at 

Dollar General stores. 

11/3 News 5:30 pm/ 1:30 Commitment 2022 

Government & 

Politics 

Early voting begins in Kentucky. 

11/3 News 5:30 pm/ 2:00 Crime CPD issue warning after social 

media sale robberies. 

11/4 News 4 pm/ 1:35 Crime UCPD make an arrest in three 

sexual assault cases. 

11/4 News 4 pm/ 1:50  General News Leaves are falling how much 

does it cost to hire cleanup 

crews. 

11/4 News 5 pm/ 2:30 General News 7 children are adopted in 

Hamilton county for national 

adoption day. 

11/4 News 5:30 pm / 1:20 Commitment 2022 

Government & 

Politics 

Countdown until the election. 

11/5 News 5 am / 1:30 Crime Fairfield township police release 

body camera video of officer 

involved shooting 
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11/5 News 6 am/ 1:45 Crime Victim speaks after a driver hits 

his vehicle, causing it to flip 

over, and flees the scene. 

11/6 News  5 am/ 1:35 Commitment 2022 

Government & 

Politics 

Kentucky voters will decide the 

fate of abortion protections. 

11/6 News 5 am/ 1:25 General News Soup kitchen asking for help 

after catalytic converter stolen 

from van used to deliver meals. 

11/6 Meet the Press 10 am/ 60 minutes Public Affairs Show 

Commitment 2022 

Government & 

Politics 

Discussion surrounding expected 

record high voter turnout for the 

mid-term elections. 

11/6 Matter of Fact 11 am/ 30 minutes Public Affairs Show With the mid-terms two days 

away, correspondents travel 

across middle America to see 

how they feel about the country. 

11/7 News 4 pm/ 2:50 Commitment 2022 

Government & 

Politics 

Election day preview. 

 

11/7 News 5 pm/ 1:09 Commitment 2022 

Government & 

Politics 

The issues democrats and 

republicans plan to focus on 

after the midterms are won 

11/7 News 5 pm/ 2:15 Crime A beechwood graduate is 

accused of attacking a UK 

student worker and repeating 

racial slurs. 

11/7 News 5:30 pm/ 1:30 General News Powerball jackpot now nearly $2 

billion. 

11/8 News 4:30 am / 2:00 Crime University of Kentucky 

community rallies behind 

woman physically and verbally 

assaulted by another student. 

11/8 News 4 pm/ 1:35 Crime A Miami Township man accused 

of stabbing his stepmother to 

death before threatening officers 

with a knife appears in court for 

the first time. 

11/9 News 4 pm/ 2:05 Weather Tropical storm Nicole is 

strengthening and heading for 

Florida. 

11/9 News 5 pm/ 2:35 Commitment 2022 

Government & 

Politics 

JD Vance wins the Ohio senate 

seat for republicans. 

11/9 News 6 pm/ 1:30 Commitment 2022 

Government & 

Politics 

Kentucky voters shoot down an 

amendment to exclude abortion 

protections. 

11/10 News 4 pm /2:00 Crime A community car appears to 

have been used in an armed 

kidnapping outside the Fairfax 

Walmart. 

11/10 News 4 pm/ 2:20 Pike County Murder 

Trial 

A crime scene investigator 

testifies about the space limits 

and damage at the Pike County 

massacre. 
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11/10 News 5 pm/ 2:35 General News 

Government & 

Politics 

A new plan for the Brent Spence 

bridge would move ramps in 

downtown Cincinnati to create 

more real estate on the west end. 

11/10 News 5 pm/ 3:16 Consumer Information Jeff Rossen explains the best 

times to travel for thanksgiving, 

a reminder to change detector 

batteries and how to use your 

iPhone as a document scanner. 

11/10 News 5:30 pm/ 1:50 Forecasting Our 

Future 

Cincinnati parks wrap up their 

relief program to plant more 

native trees 

 

11/11 News 4 pm/ 1:35 RSV RSV and other winter illnesses 

on the rise. 

11/11 News 5 pm/ 2:10 Consumer Information Some FB ads include illegal 

products and supplements that 

can be dangerous, especially for 

people with special dietary 

needs. 

11/11 News 5:30 pm/ 1:00 Weather Hurricane Nicole aftermath in 

Florida. 

11/12 News 5 am/ 1:40 Crime Police arrest suspect in college 

hill cold case killing from 2015. 

11/12 News 10 am/ 5:05 General News UC beats East Carolina and a 

roundup of high school football. 

11/12 Let’s Talk Cincy 7:30 pm/ 30 minutes Public Affairs Show A look at financial programs to 

help homeowners with their 

mortgage, celebrating the 

achievement of local African 

American leaders and programs 

to help steer teens away from 

violence. 

11/13 News 5 am/ 1:20 Commitment 2022 

Government & 

Politics 

Kentucky making changes after 

complaints of long lines at 

polling places on election day. 

11/13 Meet The Press 10 am/ 60 minutes Public Affairs Show 

Commitment 2022 

Government & 

Politics 

Aftermath of the mid-terms. 

11/13 Matter of Fact 11 am/ 30 minutes Public Affairs Show The move to restrict the teaching 

of some aspects of American 

History in schools. 

11/14 News 5 pm/ 2:20  Crime A Frontier Airlines passenger is 

in custody in Atlanta after a 

flight from CVG to Tampa was 

diverted when the flight crew 

found he had a box cutter. 

11/14 News 5:30 pm / 1:30 Crime Suspects posing as delivery 

drivers to accomplish thefts. 

11/14 News 6 pm/ 2:30 Crime Teen killed in hit and run crash 

in Anderson Township. 

11/14 News 11 pm/ 2:45 Breaking News Passengers describe tense 

moments on plane diverted after 

taking off from CVG. 
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11/15 News 4:30 am/ 1:25 Crime Three football players shot and 

killed on campus after returning 

home from a field trip. 

11/15 News 4 pm,/ 2:50 Government & 

Politics 

Former president Donald Trump 

to announce presidential run in 

2024. 

11/15 News 5 pm/ 4:13 Consumer Information Jeff tours the ups facility in 

Kansas city, Missouri to see how 

they sort your packages. 

11/15 News 5:30 pm/ 1:30 Crime Student sexually assaulted at UC 

Blue Ash. 

11/16 News 6 am/ 1:50 General News Artemis 1 launch 

11/16 News 4 pm/ 1:15 Ukraine Crisis Deadly blast in Poland comes 

from Ukraine. 

11/16 News 6 pm/ 2:20 Pike County Murder 

Trial 

George Wagner IV takes the 

stand. 

11/16 News 6 pm/ 5:25 WLWT Investigates 

Teen Issues 

Education 

National Investigation Unit gets 

answers on steps schools are 

taking to keep kids safe. 

 

11/18 News 4:30 am/ 1:20 Crime Ross county sheriff deputy shot  

11/18 News 5 pm/ 2:17 Teen Issues 

Education 

RSV 

Lockland schools closed for high 

illness numbers as respiratory 

illnesses are on the rise. 

11/18 News 5 pm/ 2:05 General News 

Community News 

Rosemary's Babies breaks 

ground on a new housing 

opportunity in North Avondale 

for teen moms and their kids 

11/19 News 5 am/1:25 Crime Youth football game aimed at 

combatting gun violence. 

11/19 Urban League 

Community Matters 

7:30 pm/ 30 minutes Community News A look back at the 2022 

accomplishments of the Urban 

League of Southwestern Ohio 

11/20 News 6 am/ 1:15 Crime A man dies after crashing into 

tree in South Fairmount 

11/20 Meet The Press 10 am/ 60 minutes Public Affairs Show Mass shooting at a Colorado 

LGBTQ nightclub and the 

anticipation that Donald Trump 

will run for president. 

11/20 Matter of Fact 11 am/ 30 minutes Public Affairs Show 

Economy 

The impact of inflation on the 

housing market and Atlanta’s 

booming entertainment industry. 

11/21 News 4:30 am/ 1:30 Breaking News 

Mass Shootings 

5 dead, 25 injured in mass 

shooting at LGBTIQ nightclub 

in Colorado Springs. 

11/21 News Noon/ 1:20 Breaking News 

Mass Shootings 

Mother of a Colorado nightclub 

shooting victims speaks. 

11/21 News 5 pm/ 2:22 Economy 

General News 

Grocery pick-up orders are 

expected to surge during the 

holidays, which could mean 

longer waits and emptier 

shelves. 

11/21 News 5:30 pm/ 1:30 Economy Proposed railroad deal moves 

forward. 

11/21 News 6 pm/ 9:10 WLWT Investigates 

Consumer Information 

WLWT investigates 

discrepancies in lawsuits where 
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car owners claim a dealership is 

charging them for cars they no 

longer own. 

11/22 News 4:30 am/ 1:30 Community News 

General News 

Bengals wide receiver Ja'marr 

Chase gives away free turkeys at 

Kroger. 

11/22 News 4 pm/ 2:05 Crime A hearing on unsealing 

documents led to prosecutors 

saying Richard Allen may not be 

the only person responsible for 

killing two teenagers in Delphi, 

Indiana. 

11/22 News 5:30 pm/ 1:30 Economy 

Consumer Information 

Inflation driving higher need this 

Thanksgiving. 

11/22 News 6 pm/ 2:25 RSV Pediatricians continue to see a 

surge in kids with RSV, covid 

and the flu as many schools 

close due to illness. 

11/23 News 5 pm/ 2:15 General News 

 

Three locations hand out 

Thanksgiving meals to families 

in need. 

11/23 News 5 pm/ 2:25 Crime A 16-year-old girl appears in 

court on a murder charge, 

accused of planning a robbery 

that ended up with her teenage 

accomplice dead. 

11/24 News 5 am/ 2:00 Breaking News 

Crime 

Mass Shootings 

VA Walmart shooting 

 

11/24 News 5 pm/ 2:00  General News 

 

Several organizations serve 

meals to make sure no one is left 

without a meal this 

Thanksgiving. 

11/24 News 5:30 pm/ 2:52 General News A Lakota West teacher competes 

in the para-triathlon in Abu 

Dhabi. 

11/25 News 6 am/ 1:45 Economy Extending Black Friday. 
11/25 News 5:30 pm/ 2:20 Pedestrian Safety UC adds more signage to warn 

drivers of pedestrian crossings 

around campus and adds patrols 

to keep students safe 

11/26 News 5 am/ 3:15 General News UC Bearcats lose first home 

game in over five years. 

11/26 News 6 pm/ 1:35 Government & 

Politics 

Kentucky lawmakers pushing to 

get sports betting through 

legislature. 

11/26 News 7:30 pm / 30 

minutes 

Public Affairs Show We hear the chilling stories of 

Cincinnati residents who 

survived the deadly 1972 

Chicago train crash; plus 

celebrating small businesses and 

veterans. 

11/27 Meet The Press 10 am/ 60 minutes Public Affairs Show A look at two recent mass 

shootings, one in Colorado and 

the other in Virginia. 
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11/27 Matter of Fact 11 am/ 30 minutes Public Affairs Show A look at Thanksgiving holiday 

travel. 

11/28 News Noon/ 1:50 Government & 

Politics 

Democrats try to get some of 

their agenda passed before 

republicans take over house 

control in January. 

11/28 News 6 pm/ 2:15 Government & 

Politics 

Senator Rob Portman from Ohio 

talks about 25-year career in 

politics. 

11/28 News 11 pm/ 2:25 General News 

Teen Issues 

After school Satan club meets 

for first time at Wilmington 

school. 

11/28 News 5 pm/ 2:50 WLWT Investigates Grandparents of a boy with 

autism who drowned proposes a 

new alert for missing children. 

11/29 News 6 pm/ 3:00 Pike County Murder 

Trial 

Pike County trial goes to jury 

 

11/29 News 11 pm/ 2:05 Crime New documents unsealed in 

Delphi Murder case. 

11/30 News 5 am/ 1:40 Economy 

Government & 

Politics 

Rail strike latest 

 

11/30 News 6 pm/ 2:20 General News Reaction to UC hiring new 

football coach Scott Satterfield 

 

11/30 News 11 pm/ 3:25 WLWT Investigates Residence of Cincinnati 

apartment complex look for 

solutions to issues surrounding 

water outage 

12/1 News Noon/ 2:00 Breaking News 

Economy 

Government & 

Politics 

Congress votes to avert a rail 

strike next week as it faces down 

a federal government funding 

deadline. 

12/1 News 5 pm/ 2:30 Pike County Murder 

Trial 

Breaking News 

Residents of pike county react to 

the verdict in George Wagner’s 

trial and the Rhoden family 

reaction. 

12/1 News 5 pm/ 2:52 WLWT Investigates A NKY family files a federal 

lawsuit against the state cabinet 

for health and family services 

and the children's home after 

their grandson with autism ran 

away from the home and 

drowned. 

12/3 Let’s Talk Cincy 7:30 pm/ 30 minutes Public Affairs Show Celebrating the life and legacy 

of Cincinnati native Dr. O’dell 

Owens. 

12/4 Meet The Press 10 am/ 60 minutes Public Affairs Show Former president Trump 

launches his bid for another term 

in the White House. 

12/4 Matter of Fact 11 am/ 30 minutes Public Affairs Show The impact inflation is having on 

government programs that 

provides money for food. 

12/5 News 5 am/ 2:40 Commitment 2022 

Government & 

Politics 

A look ahead at the Georgia 

senate runoff election. 
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12/5 News 5 pm/ :50 Crime PG Sittenfeld fighting corruption 

conviction. 

12/6 News 6 pm/ 2:50 Crime Weekend shooting raises gun 

violence concerns in Over-The-

Rhine. 

12/6 News 6 pm/ 2:55 General News Couple married for nearly 80 

years dies within hours of each 

other at the age of 100. 

12/8 News 5 pm/ 2:10 Education 

Teen Issues 

A Walnut Hills teacher writes an 

apology to the school 

community after homophobic 

and racist posts she made in high 

school resurface under a fake 

twitter account. 

12/8 News 5 pm/ 3:31 Consumer Information Children's pain medication is in 

short supply; make money back 

while shopping with Rakuten; 

plus the best holiday deals and 

freebies. 

12/8 News 11 pm/ 2:00 Government & 

Politics 

Breaking News 

WNBA star Britney Griner 

released from Russian prison in 

exchange. 

12/8 News 11 pm/ 2:50 Government & 

Politics 

Education 

Teen Issues 

Ohio governor DeWine school 

safety grants. 

 

12/9 News 6 am/ 1:25 Consumer Information Rossen in 60:freebies 

 

12/9 News Noon/ 1:19 Government & 

Politics 

Democrats pass the respect for 

marriage act and a military 

funding bill before the new 

congress's first session. 

12/9 News 5 pm/ 2:35 Crime A former ICE deportation 

program officer is accused of 

coercing immigrants into having 

sex with him. 

12/9 News 5:30 pm/ 2:45 General News Search crews look for missing 

72-year-old man on his birthday. 

12/10 Let’s Talk Cincy 7:30 pm/ 30 minutes Public Affairs Show A one-on-one conversation with 

Hamilton County sheriff 

Charmaine McGuffey 

12/11 Meet the Press 10 am/ 60 minutes Public Affairs Show The democrats won the Georgia 

race to take over the senate. But 

then a democrat senator changed 

her political party to 

independent. 

12/11 Matter of Fact 11 am/30 minutes Public Affairs Show The impact the SCOTUS Roe V 

Wade is having on abortion 

access. 

12/12 News 6 pm/ 2:45 RSV Local hospitals jammed with 

covid, RSV and flu patients 

12/12 News 11 pm/ 2:40 Crime Arrests in card skimming theft 

from May. 

12/12 News 11 pm/ 4:20 WLWT Investigates Investigative piece tracking 

reasons for delay in mail. 
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12/13 News Noon/ 1:13 Economy NOVEMBER'S INFLATION 

REPORT SHOWS PRICES UP 

7.1% YEAR-OVER-YEAR. 

12/13 News 4 pm/ 2:15 Crime 

Government & 

Politics 

Butler County auditor on trial 

accused of using his position for 

personal gain. 

12/13 News 6 pm/ 2:10 General News Freestore Foodbank runs out of 

food at its holiday distribution in 

Covington KY. 

12/13 News 11 pm/ 2:00 Crime 

Breaking News 

2 dead, 1 critically injured in 

shooting in Roselawn.  Victims 

found in separate neighborhoods 

 

12/14 News 5 pm/ 2:20 Crime Triple shooting kills two 

teenagers. 

12/15 News 5 pm/ 2:15 Weather Tornado outbreak devastates 

Louisiana 

12/15 News 6 pm/ 2:20 Crime High Schooler charged with 

murders after two were shot and 

killed earlier this week. 

12/15 News 6 pm/ 5:15 WLWT Investigates Family of man who died in 

Butler County jail still looks for 

answers after his death a year 

ago. 

12/16 News 5 pm/ 2:40 General News A man donates car to local mom 

whose car was stolen. 

12/17 Let’s Talk Cincy 7:30 pm/ 30 minutes Public Affairs Show We hear the chilling stories of 

Cincinnati residents who 

survived the deadly 1972 

Chicago train crash; plus 

celebrating small businesses and 

veterans. 

12/18 Meet the Press 10 am/ 60 minutes Public Affairs Show Republicans are reeling after 

their mid-term losses.  

12/18 Matter of Fact 11 am/ 30 minutes Public Affairs Show Los Angeles’ housing crisis and 

homelessness and a look at 

climate change 

12/19 News Noon/ 1:37 January 6th Hearings The Jan. 6 committee is 

expected to recommend charges 

against former president trump 

at its final public presentation. 

12/19 News 5 pm/ 2:40 Pike County Murder 

Trial 

George Wagner is sentenced to 

multiple life sentences without 

parole in the eight Rhoden 

killings. 

12/19 News 5 pm/ 2:15 Weather 

General News 

Now is the time to insulate pipes 

and seal up cracks in crawl 

spaces and open cabinets to 

prevent pipes freezing. 

12/19 News 11 pm/ 3:10 WLWT Investigates 

General News 

City leaders push for Harwell 

apartment complex to improve 

conditions at apartment 

complex. 

12/20 News Noon/ 1:15 Weather 

Consumer Information 

Chicago O’Hare international 

airport is just one across the 

country expected to fill with 
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holiday travelers and experience 

delays as winter weather moves 

through. 

12/20 News 5 pm/ 3:05 Breaking News The search continues for a five-

month-old after a woman stole a 

car with him and his twin 

brother inside. 

12/21 News 5 pm/ 2:05 Weather Ohio crews are standing by to 

treat roads once the rain turns 

over to ice. 

12/22 News Noon/ 1:16 Weather The Great Plains are issuing 

blizzard warnings as governors 

prepare to rescue drivers from 

whiteout conditions. 

12/22 News 5 pm/ 1:40 General News The First Lady explains the "we 

the people" theme of the white 

house holiday decorations. 

12/22 News 5:30 pm/ 1:55 Weather Telling viewers what snow 

fighting equipment they need 

ahead of the storm. 

12/23 News 5 pm/ 2:30 Weather Morrow neighbors lose power 

around 3:30 a.m. 

12/23 News 11 pm/ 2:10 Weather A report on the latest road 

conditions in Northern Kentucky 

during the blizzard. 

12/24 Let’s Talk Cincy 7:30 pm/ 30 minutes Public Affairs Show A look back at the major stories 

and issues we covered in 2022 

12/24 News 11 pm/ 3:10 Weather The snow fall may be over for 

now, but the roads are still 

slippery as the temperatures 

continue to stay well below 

freezing. In Kentucky, there 

have been tons of backups, and 

some have been stuck for hours 

in the car, with limited fuel. 

12/25 News 5 am/ 1:40 Consumer Information It's an enticing proposition in the 

age of inflation, spreading 

payments out, instead of 

spending all at once. The 

growing popularity "buy now, 

pay later" services and potential 

pitfalls. 

12/25 Meet The Press 10 am/ 60 minutes Public Affairs Show Celebrating 75 years of Meet the 

Press. 

12/25 Matter of Fact 11 am. 30 minutes Public Affairs Show Inside a blockbuster plan 

changing the future of students 

in Chicago. 

12/25 News 11 pm / 2:27 Weather There's been a minute to breath 

from the snow…but tomorrow 

that's a different story. Ohio and 

Kentucky are putting plans in 

place to stay ahead of this storm. 

12/26 News Noon/ 2:05 General News Women are joining the 

construction and trucking 

industries in greater numbers. 
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12/26 News 4 pm/ 4:05 Economy How to manage your end of the 

year finances and prepare for the 

new year. 

12/26 News 7 pm/ 1:50 General News 

Weather 

Travel nightmares caused by the 

storm. 

12/28 News Noon/1:13 Government & 

Politics 

Title 42 is allowed to stay in 

place stopping migrants seeking 

asylum at the border. 

 

12/28 News 6 pm/ 2:25 Weather Impact of flooding on local 

businesses 

12/28 News 11 pm/ 2:40 Crime A person is shot at a busy 

shopping center where people 

were doing their post-Christmas 

shopping. 

12/29 News 6 am/ 2:05 General News Residents are running out of 

time to fight a forced eviction 

from a housing apartment 

complex. 

12/29 News 5 pm/ 3:05 Breaking News A Hamilton man disappears over 

the holidays while visiting his 

fiancée in Mexico. 

12/29 News 7 pm/ 2:20 Government & 

Politics 

Economy 

Ohio and Kentucky secured 

more than 1 - point six billion 

dollars in federal funding to 

build a companion bridge for 

one of the most problematic 

thoroughfares in the country. 

12/29 News 11 pm/ 2:10 WLWT Investigates A local man. Is missing in 

Mexico. His family is growing 

more concerned for his safety. 

12/30 News 5 am/ 2:15 General News Where people can get free rides 

during the holiday weekend. 

12/30 News 4 pm/ 2:15 Government & 

Politics 

Breaking News 

President Trump’s tax returns 

are released. 

12/30 News 7 pm/ 2:00 General News A man is dead and another in 

critical condition after a boat 

fire. 

12/31 News 6 am/ 1:50 Breaking News TV veteran journalist Barbara 

Walters dies.  

12/31 Let’s Talk Cincy 7 pm/ 30 minutes Public Affairs Show The fight against being 

overweight. What you can do to 

control your weight to live a 

healthier life. 

 

 

Project CommUnity 
 

WLWT’s stated goal is to use Project CommUnity to highlight major issues in our cities 

and provide solutions.  Our push is to highlight community heroes, feature organizations 

making a difference and show what’s being done to solve problems.  WLWT does this 

daily during newscasts and each week on the station produced Let’s Talk Cincy program 
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that airs on Saturday evenings from 7:30pm-8:00pm and again on Sunday mornings from 

4:30am-5:00am.  Let’s Talk Cincy can also be viewed on WLWT.com. 

  

Urban League: Community Matters 

 

The show celebrated the 2022 achievements of the Urban League of Greater 

Southwestern Ohio. The organization has served the community for 74 years, in its 

mission to transform generations by promoting economic empowerment and racial 

equity. WLWT continues to partner with the Urban League. The show was hosted by 

WLWT anchor Ashley Kirklen for the second year in a row. The half-hour show debuted 

on WLWT on November 15 from 7:30 pm to 8 pm. It aired an additional three times 

from November 19 to November 21, 2022. 

 

Light Up The Square 

 

In its 15th year, WLWT continued to present, live, Cincinnati’s traditional Christmas tree 

lighting. WLWT’s main anchors, Sheree Paolello and Mike Dardis hosted Macy’s Light 

Up the Square. The show featured Cincinnati leaders and a special guest appearance from 

Santa Claus. The half-hour show aired on November 25, 2022, from 7 pm to 7:30 pm on 

WLWT. 
 

Forecasting Our Future 

 

Extreme and changing weather was a big story throughout 2022 as cities and towns 

experienced historic drought, record heat and rainfall, and relentless wildfires, hurricanes, 

and tornadoes. In “Forecasting Our Future,” Hearst Television stations brought us the 

stories of how these weather and environmental events are impacting communities, the 

economy, and industry across the country, and how everyone from scientists to average 

citizens are working to counter the momentum of a changing climate. The hour-long 

program aired on December 17, 2022, from 8 pm to 9 pm on WLWT. 

 

Stitch Special 

Stitch is a show produced by Hearst TV. Stitch recognizes the feel-good, do-good, and 

all-around good from across the country. This episode features some of the most 

interesting, unique people, stories, and inventions from across the country. Four 30-

minute special aired on December 25, 2022, from 1 pm to 3 pm. 

 

Gospel Superfest Holiday 22 
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The best in gospel music joined together to celebrate the Christmas Holiday in a concert 

filmed at the historic Palace Theater in Columbus Ohio. The hour-long syndicated show 

aired on WLWT on December 25, 2022, from 3 pm to 4 pm. 

 

Ruth Lyons: First Lady of Television 

 

Ruth Lyons presided over America’s highest-rated daytime TV talk show on WLWT for 

nearly two decades!  This documentary draws upon rare and previously undiscovered 

footage   to create a portrait of an outspoken, multi-talented woman who became one of 

the most beloved and influential figures in TV history. The two-hour long special aired 

on WLWT on December 25 from 4 pm to 6 pm. 

 

 

 

Commitment 2022 Debates 

 

WLWT continued “Leading the Way” with impactful coverage of the 2022 elections by 

hosting a debate between candidates for Ohio’s 1st Congressional District race in 

Southwest Ohio. The contest was between incumbent republican representative Steve 

Chabot and democrat challenge Greg Landsman. Veteran anchor Sheree Paolello 

moderated the debate in the hotly contested race. Our Commitment 2022 debate gave 

voters critical information they used to determine who they wanted to elect in November. 

The hour-long debate aired on WLWT on October 12, 2022, from 7 pm to 8 pm. 

 

 

WLWT hosted a debate between candidates for Ohio’s 8th Congressional District race in 

Southwest Ohio on October 14. The contest was between incumbent republican 

representative Warren Davidson and democrat challenge Vanessa Enoch. The hour-long 

debate aired on WLWT from 7 pm to 8 pm. 

 

WLWT hosted a debate between candidates for Ohio’s 2nd Congressional District race in 

Southwest Ohio. The contest was between incumbent republican representative Brad 

Wenstrup and democrat challenger Samantha Meadows.  The hour-long debate aired on 

WLWT on October 17 from 7 pm to 8 pm. 

 

 

Commitment 2022: Conversation with candidates for U.S. Senate in Ohio  

 

The race to replace a retiring republican senator in Ohio had nationwide implications for 

the balance of power in Congress. Democrat Tim Ryan and Republican J.D. Vance were 
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competing for the seat held by Rob Portman. WLWT sat down one-on-one with each 

candidate over two nights on October 19 and October 20, 2022, for in-depth 

conversations on issues critical to the state and the nation. The half-hour conversations 

aired from 7:30 pm to 8 pm each night. 

 

 

  

 

2022 4rd QUARTER MEET THE PRESS TOPICS 

Chuck Todd is NBC News Political Director and the moderator of "Meet the Press," the 

flagship Sunday Morning public affairs program and longest-running broadcast in 

television history. 

"Meet the Press" is seen on WLWT-TV on Sundays from 10:00-11:00am and again later 

Sunday overnights from 2:00-3:00am 

 

Oct. 2, 2022 

For many, it’s been a tough week. With 37 days until the midterm elections, it is a tale of 

two campaigns right now. For Republicans, the midterm campaign that they are trying to 

run is about inflation, immigration, and crime. For Democrats, the campaign they are 

trying to run is about access to abortion and the growing extremism of the Republican 

Party represented by a singular figure in Donald Trump. But with both parties so sure 

what they want the midterms to be about, it's worth keeping in mind Tom Brokaw's 

favorite reminder to many of us during campaign seasons’ past: “Watch for UFOs.” In 

this case it’s, “the unforeseen will occur. It’s a guarantee,” he says. Well, this week the 

unforeseen was represented by two major events. In Russia, Vladimir Putin announced 

the illegal annexation of 15% of Ukraine after a series of Russian setbacks on the 

battlefield. Putin’s war is already threatening to drive Europe into recession with soaring 

energy costs. And this week a massive explosion created four separate leaks in that 

critical natural gas pipelines between Russia and Germany. President Biden accused 

Russia of "a deliberate act of sabotage." Then there's Hurricane Ian. This is one of the 

five worst hurricanes in America’s recorded history. Ian is also one of the costliest storms 

ever to hit the United States. Early estimates suggest it could cost up to $47 billion 

dollars just in insured losses alone. And as more extreme weather events hit the United 

States, there are some big questions about who should pay to rebuild and, more 

importantly, where we should be rebuilding. 
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Oct. 9, 2022 

Election day is just 30 days away, and that means 30 more days of October and 

November surprises. The term "October surprise" was coined during the 1980 

presidential campaign. Ronald Reagan worried Jimmy Carter would engineer a last-

minute release of U.S. hostages held in Iran. Carter, of course, did not, but the term stuck. 

There are at least three stories unfolding that may produce a surprise this cycle. First, the 

nuclear threat from Russia. President Biden warned in a private fundraiser this week that 

"We have not faced the prospect of Armageddon since the Cuban Missile Crisis" in 1962. 

Then. there are rising gas prices -- now averaging just under $4 dollars a gallon, which 

Democrats worry will be a sign to voters that there is trouble in the economy. But it is, of 

course, the Georgia Senate race which produced the "October surprise" of the week, since 

it could determine control of the Senate. Herschel Walker, the Republican nominee who 

has been running as an anti-abortion candidate -- opposing abortion even in cases of rape 

or incest -- spent the week denying allegations by a woman that he paid for her abortion 

in 2009. She now tells The New York Times he urged her to terminate a second 

pregnancy two years later. They ended their relationship when she refused. The woman, 

who is also the mother of one of his four children, shared a $575 dollar receipt for her 

abortion procedure and a copy of a check from Walker reimbursing her, as well as a “get 

well” card he allegedly signed. 

 

 

Oct. 16, 2022 

There are just over three weeks to go until Election Day, nearly 2 million Americans have 

already voted, just another 120 million to go. So with Republicans still favored to win 

control of the House, both parties are keeping their attention - and money right now- 

focused on the battle for the Senate - in particular these nine battleground states. These 

are the nine closest Senate races in the country because they’re trying to keep their top 

targets in play. To win back control, Republicans have to flip one of the Senate seats 

currently held by the Democrats, in Georgia, Arizona, Nevada or New Hampshire - while 

holding onto all of their seats that are in play here in Pennsylvania, Ohio, North Carolina 

are open seats, Florida, and Wisconsin featured incumbents. On the Democratic side, 

Nevada Senator Catherine Cortez Masto is the most vulnerable Democratic incumbent ... 

Republicans are also trying to pick off Georgia Senator Raphael Warnock but have 

struggled a bit as allegations about domestic abuse and now abortion seem to saddle 

Republican Herschel Walker. Georgia now, by the way, has the highest price tag in the 

country of any midterm race - more than $140 million dollars spent on ads since the 

primary. By the way, that total is more than what both Bush and Gore spent in the year 
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2000 if you want to see how much funding has grown exponentially. So the number here 

will get even bigger, especially if this Georgia race goes into another overtime as it 

happened two years ago. This time the runoff will be on December 6th. 

Oct. 23, 2022 

Just 16 days until the election. Seven million Americans have already voted, and we have 

some brand-new NBC poll numbers to share with you that indicate interest in this 

election is at an all-time high. Look at this. We record 70% of voters saying that interest 

in this election is at nine or 10. That is higher than ‘18, higher than ‘14, higher than ‘10. 

And what's significant about 2018? It was the highest midterm turnout in 100 years. This 

indicates we're going to be even higher than that. Overall, the battle for congressional 

control, it's a dead even 47-46. But if you go under the hood of our poll, this brand-new 

poll, you will see that among likely voters, Republicans have an advantage, and among 

the final group of persuadable voters, Republicans have the advantage. That is why it 

feels as if the wind has shifted a little bit here. We asked them, “What message would 

you send with your vote to Congress?” Democrats, the number one message clearly 

“protect women's rights.” It goes along with all those abortion rights ads we've been 

seeing among Democratic candidates. When you ask Republicans what message they 

would send it's a bit mixed, quite a few of them. One that does stand out though is “fix 

the economy,” “reduce the cost of living” on that front. Now, presidential job approval is 

one of those numbers that seems to be indicative of which way the wind is blowing. So 

President Biden sits at 45%. Where does that stand contextually? It is two points lower 

than Barack Obama in 2010. It's two points lower than Donald Trump in 2018. Both were 

wave elections against the party in the White House. Digging deeper here, we've got 

some all-time midterm highs that should serve as red flags for the Democrats. The wrong 

track, 71%, all-time midterm high since we've been polling. How about presidential 

disapproval on the economy sitting at 57%? Again, we hadn't recorded that ever that high 

in our poll. And the third one, the direction of the economy. In the next year, is it going to 

get better or worse? 50% say it's going to get worse. Again, an all-time high in midterm 

polling. Going further here, this interest in the election. We told you, it's high on both 

sides. This 69% number for Democrats is astonishing. It's 78% among Republicans. That 

is extra astonishing number, if you will. And the big gap here, African American interest 

among Democrats. This is why you're going to see a lot of Barack Obama in the next two 

weeks. If the Democrats don't get interest in the election up among African Americans, 

they're going to have some problems, particularly in some of those key Senate races. 

There is one lone bright spot here for Democrats. Biden is seen as a bit more -- his 

agenda a bit more agreeable than Trump’s, though everybody is negative here. Do you 

agree with Joe Biden most of the time, 45% mirrors his job rating, 50% disagree with his 

agenda most of the time. How about Donald Trump? 36% agree, 56% disagree most of 

the time. If you want to call that a bright spot, there is one there for the Democrats. Here's 
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another one here, “most important issue facing this country.” Number one, for the second 

poll out of three, threats to democracy. Number two and three are both economic-related 

jobs in the economy and cost of living. But this issue of threats to democracy rose to 

number one this summer after the start of the January 6th hearings. 

Oct. 30, 2022 

Friday was yet another reminder that these are not ordinary times. Consider, we are just 

nine days away from the first national election since the attack on the U.S. Capitol. And 

obviously the threat of violence hasn’t ebbed. The chilling and violent attack on Paul 

Pelosi - House Speaker Nancy Pelosi's 82-year-old husband - is raising fears of more 

political violence. Pelosi’s husband had surgery for a skull fracture and is recovering after 

being beaten by a man with a hammer who broke into their home in San Francisco. 

Speaker Pelosi was the target - but was in Washington at the time with her security detail. 

There was no security detail at the house. 

Nov. 6, 2022 

On our 75th birthday from our election headquarters here at Rockefeller Center in New 

York City. With just two days until Election Day, more than 40 million people have 

already cast ballots in the first national election since the January 6th attack on the U.S. 

Capitol. By the way, we expect a record midterm turnout, 120 to 125 million when all the 

votes are counted. At stake: all 435 House seats. Republicans need a net gain of just five 

to take control of that chamber. It is the smallest number of seats that the out-of-power 

party has needed since 1932. Thirty-five Senate seats are at stake this cycle. Republicans, 

of course, need just one Democratic seat to flip control of that chamber. There are also 36 

governors’ races, including in some key 2024 presidential battlegrounds like Arizona, 

Florida, Georgia, Michigan, Nevada, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin. And in our final pre-

election poll, conducted over the last three days, Republicans do appear to have the 

momentum. Just how big is that momentum? The question is whether Democrats can 

prevent what former President Obama once called a "shellacking." The president's travel 

in the final stretch says it all about how the Democrats believe the election is going. 

Outside of the Philadelphia stop with Obama yesterday, 

President Biden has spent the final days of this campaign not in purple states, but in blue 

states: California, New Mexico, Illinois and New York, where he'll be campaigning later 

today in suburban New York City, Westchester County. And here's why. Biden's job 

approval rating sits at 44% in this final NBC News poll. By the way, all time low with 

Independents. His approval rating is just 28%. And let me put this in context for you. 

What does a job rating mean? Some people believe it’s the single most important 

indicator to understand where a midterm election is going. Bill Clinton’s 44% job 
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approval rating translated into a 54-seat loss for his party. A 45% job approval rating for 

President Obama in 2010 translated into 63 lost House seats. Forty-six percent for 

President Trump, 40 House seat loss for his party. So what will 44% give us? And here 

is, to me, the number you probably ought to care about the most in this poll, the state of 

the U.S. economy. Eighty-one percent tell us they’re dissatisfied. This is the second-

highest number we have ever recorded. The last time it was this high was just before the 

2010 election, and you know how that one went. Alright, the generic congressional ballot 

here: We have it dead even – 47/47. It’s a slight uptick for the Republicans from two 

weeks ago when it was 47/46. Here’s something to keep in mind. Essentially a tie race 

probably gives the Republicans the five or six seats they need. Every percentage point 

that they lead the Democrats, that’s probably anywhere from another five to ten seats that 

would be added to their total. Just something to watch for on election night. Alright, this 

is key, and this is something that should make Democrats relieved this weekend. Interest 

in this election, enthusiasm, Democrats have now matched the Republicans dead even. In 

2018, they had a slight lead, and, of course, the Democrats had the better night. But let 

me go inside the numbers and why there’s still some warning signs here for the 

Democrats. There are two enthusiasm numbers that I want to point – I want to highlight 

here: African American voters and young voters. And as you can see – remember, 

Democrats had a good night in 2018. And right now, African American voters are not 

quite at their 2018 levels, and young voters are not quite at their 2018 levels. But look at 

seniors. Seniors are a little bit more. So, therefore Republicans feel good about the end of 

this. We also asked folks to send us what message – if you could send a message with 

your vote to Congress, what would you say with it? And here is our word cloud response. 

And as you can see: “Fix the economy,” the number one message that was sent from 

voters. And essentially tied for second here: “End partisanship” and “women’s rights.” 

So, essentially, the three big issues of the economy, abortion rights and the democracy – 

all represented here, and you can see the voters are engaged on this. By the way, given 

what happened to Paul Pelosi, we asked voters about the current climate of political 

violence. Voters are now more likely to view our political rhetoric as an important 

contributing factor rather than seeing what happened as some isolated incident. And 

when we asked, “Who is responsible for this elevated rhetoric?” social media companies 

come out on top, almost universally blamed for our current political climate. Cable news 

media nearly matches them, then Trump, then Republican officials, Democratic officials, 

and President Biden there at the bottom. Let’s turn back now to the battle for the House 

because I want to point out some key numbers here for you to keep track of. In the seven 

times since the Truman era when the president’s job rating has been below 50% in his 

first midterm election, which is what we’re staring at with this one, that president’s party 

has lost an average of 43 House seats. And guess what? This cycle there are 44 

Democratic-held seats that are rated as lean or toss up by The Cook Political Report. And 

there is just 20 Republican-held seats that are in those same categories in the House 
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battleground. In 2018, you can see it was a much more lopsided battleground here with 

the Republicans basically defending almost everything and Democrats barely defending 

anything. In this cycle, the defense for the Democrats includes the district where 

Congressman Sean Patrick Maloney is running after redistricting. He also chairs the 

Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee, charged with getting House Democrats 

elected and keeping their majority. 

Nov. 13, 2022 

Democrats have now done what seemed somewhat improbable a few months ago. They 

defied historical patterns and an economy that was still recovering from Covid, and they 

maintained control of their narrow majority in the Senate. They might increase        their 

majority. In Nevada, Democratic Senator Catherine Cortez Masto narrowly defeated her 

Republican challenger Adam Laxalt, giving the Democrats officially 50 seats. Now we 

know they will retain the majority. Another endangered incumbent, Democrat Mark 

Kelly, also held onto his seat in Arizona, defeating Republican Blake Masters in a race 

that we called late on Friday night. So, it means that Georgia, where Democratic Senator 

Raphael Warnock and Republican Herschel Walker will be meeting in a runoff on 

December 6, will not decide Senate control -- simply whether the Democrats will have 51 

or 50. And Democrats do have a path, believe it or not, to hold onto control of the House 

-- unheard of, unthought of six weeks ago. Now the path is very narrow, and Republicans 

are still favored to win control. Our current NBC News House estimate has the number 

for Republican at 219 plus or minus four seats. So, it could be as high as 223 or as low as 

215, meaning the Democrats could end up in control. In fact, let me go to the board to 

show you what this path would look like. Look, we have 20 uncalled House races right 

now. Republicans need to win seven of these to win back control of the House. 

Democrats need to win 14. Democrats right now lead in 10 of the 20. These are the 

districts they currently lead in. If it's – if it's in red here it means, it's currently a 

Republican-held district. This one in yellow is a brand-new district in the state of Oregon. 

So they have to hold all 10 of these, not necessarily a given, but right now, let's assume 

that. And then these are the 10 seats that Republicans currently lead in. Democrats have 

to win four of these. And again, these blue ones are Democratic-held seats that the 

Republicans currently lead in here. So, what are the best shots of that? Well, here are 

eight places that I'm looking where maybe they can find their four. The California seats: 

right now, we're still counting. Look at this. That's still under 50. This one's still under 

50% reporting. These two barely over 50%. So look, later ballots could be Democratic, 

that could help them catch here. So, we have a long way to go in California. We should 

know mid-week next week on those races. Then I would look at these four races here. 

This one in particular in Arizona, these late ballots have been trending Democratic. This 

could be a good sign for them to find one there. I'm a little skeptical here Democrats can 

catch the Republican here in New York. Ditto with Lauren Boebert in Colorado, and ditto 
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with this one here in Oregon, but the path exists. That's what's remarkable. No matter 

what, control of the House is going to be by two or three seats max. And by the way, I 

want to show you something else here. This number: $7.6 billion. Now just think about 

that. That's the amount of money that was spent this cycle just on political ads. We've had 

this roller coaster of a cycle -- billions of dollars thrown at every candidate left and right. 

All for just a small handful of seats to change hands. Not a single Senate incumbent, 

barring what happens in the runoff, so far has lost. And just one governor has lost: 

Nevada’s Steve Sisolak. Just think about how few incumbents have lost in this political 

environment. Now, look, the recriminations are beginning for the Republicans, beginning 

of course, with the leader of their party, Donald Trump ahead of his planned 2024 

announcement at Mar-a-Lago on Tuesday. The Rupert Murdoch outlets have -- are on the 

attack on Trump. Wall Street Journal editorial board declared Trump the party's “biggest 

loser.” The New York Post has been boosting Florida Governor Ron DeSantis, anointing 

him “DeFuture” and proclaiming “Trumpty Dumpty.” But it's not just Trump that's under 

the microscope now among Republicans in the House. You have members of the 

Freedom Caucus already threatening to withhold support for Kevin McCarthy if he puts 

his name in for speaker. And in the Senate, a growing group of Senate Republicans are 

calling for a delay in leadership elections. First real challenge we've seen in quite some 

time, potentially, to Mitch McConnell  

 

Nov. 20, 2022 

We are following the breaking news reports of a shooting overnight at a gay nightclub in 

Colorado Springs, Colorado. At least five people are dead and another 18, so far, are 

wounded. Police say the suspect was injured, is in custody and is currently receiving 

treatment at a local hospital. The FBI is already on the scene and assisting local law 

enforcement. In a statement on their Facebook page, the club writes, “Club Q is 

devastated by the senseless attack on our community. We thank the quick reactions of 

heroic customers that subdued the gunman and ended this hate attack.” Do stay tuned to 

NBC News for more updates on the shooting. You can get those at nbcnews.com, as well. 

Turning now to politics. Republicans have taken back control of the House, squeaking 

into a narrow majority. But the biggest question after a disappointing midterm 

performance, the third disappointing election cycle in a row for the GOP: Will 

Republicans rally behind Donald Trump yet again? 721 days before the next presidential 

election, Donald Trump became one of a small group of ex-presidents to announce he 

will again seek another term, even after being defeated. Just one of those ex-presidents, 

Grover Cleveland, has been successful doing this. The timing of the announcement, at his 

gated Palm Beach Resort, appears to be an effort to get ahead of several federal criminal 

investigations. And on Friday, in reaction, Attorney General Merrick Garland appointed a 
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special counsel to take over investigations he was overseeing into the former president's 

role in the events leading up to the January 6th attack on the Capitol, as well as the 

former president's decision to retain classified government documents at Mar-a-Lago. 

 

Nov 27, 2022 

Americans found themselves in a better place this Thanksgiving week, grieving for the 

lives lost in multiple mass shootings. Colorado Springs, five people were killed at an 

LGBTQ night club. The alleged shooter is facing possible hate crime charges on top of 

the five counts of first-degree murder. Two days later in Chesapeake, Virginia, six people 

were killed at a Walmart by a disgruntled employee who turned the gun on himself. 

While the victims are new, the questions that these massacres spark are not new. And if 

there is a single issue that represents this stark red-blue divide in this country, it's evident 

in how each side responds to these massacres. Democrats stressed the urgency for action 

and called for stricter gun laws. 

Dec.  4, 2022 

Donald Trump launched his third bid for the White House just 19 days ago, believe it or 

not, and already his campaign and the Republican Party are being tested as he refuses to 

disavow the antisemitic and racist part of the party that he has aligned himself with for 

years now. Trump has been endorsed by just a single Republican senator for this third 

bid, Alabama's Tommy Tuberville. On the House side, his supporters include people like 

Matt Gaetz, Marjorie Taylor Greene, and Paul Gosar. His former Vice President, Mike 

Pence, former Secretary of State, Mike Pompeo, and former UN Ambassador, Nikki 

Haley, not only they are not endorsing Trump, they're all making moves to run against 

him in the primaries, and though he announced his 2024 campaign so early as a way to 

complicate several federal criminal investigations into him, this week, a federal appeals 

court fast tracked the Mar-a-Lago investigation, ending an outside review of classified 

documents the FBI seized from his home and freeing the Justice Department and the new 

special counsel to use them in its criminal investigation. So now Trump is testing the 

limits of his ability to be a relevant political figure and he's testing the limits of the 

Republican Party as he yet again embraces this extremism and antisemitism. After the 

rapper Ye, formerly known as Kanye West, lost lucrative partnerships with Adidas and 

others because of an antisemitic tirade, Donald Trump still welcomed him to Mar-a-Lago 

for a pre-Thanksgiving dinner. And Kanye brought along Nick Fuentes, a prominent 

white supremacist, Holocaust denier and antisemite. Trump has claimed not to know who 

Fuentes was, but he has not yet disavowed either Fuentes or Ye. Instead, Trump recorded 

a video expressing solidarity with the mob that attacked the Capitol on January 6, he did 



28 

that earlier this week, and then on Saturday, seemingly out of nowhere, called for the 

suspension of the Constitution as yet another attempt to overturn the 2020 election. 

Trump has been politically underestimated before with these antics, and in the end, the 

party has stood by him when he has been their nominee. But the backlash this time is 

growing. 

Dec. 11, 2022 

Well, the Democratic Party's celebration of Raphael Warnock's Georgia victory -- well, 

that lasted less than three days. On Friday, Arizona Senator Kyrsten Sinema poured some 

cold water on that celebration. She announced she's leaving the party to become an 

Independent. It's a vote that still leaves Republicans short of any sort of working majority 

or even a 50/50 designation. But this does complicate the Democrats Senate and 

presidential math in 2024. Sinema’s move, in some ways, is an exclamation point on a 

midterm cycle that was less an endorsement of Democrats than it was a repudiation of the 

Trump wing of the Republican Party. And Sinema appears to be trying to go where she 

thinks the voters have already gone. In Arizona, Democrats trail Republicans and 

Independents in overall party registration. And nationally, voters are starting to opt out of 

either of the two major parties. In fact, according to Gallup, more Americans call 

themselves Independents than Republicans or Democrats. And that's been true now for 

over a decade. In fact, in 19 of the 31 states that track registration by party, one of the two 

major parties is in third place behind either an Independent or unaffiliated designation. In 

the Senate, Sinema has rhetorically leaned into an independent streak, but on governing, 

she has voted with Democrats 93% of the time. Now, she did block attempts to change 

Senate rules on the filibuster to pass voting rights legislation or to codify abortion 

protection. She also an increase on the corporate tax rate. And she voted against raising 

the minimum wage with a visible thumbs down on the Senate floor. And for those 

actions, Sinema was censured by the Arizona Democratic Party earlier this year. Her 

Democratic colleagues and Democratic leadership in Washington were quite quiet when 

progressives unloaded on her earlier this year. 

Dec. 18, 2022 

As we wrap up the year and prepare to enter a new one, entrenched political warfare has 

shifted our playing field just inches. Both parties are still struggling with the same 

problems they've had for the last few years. This Congress and the next one are two of 

the most closely divided in the past century. Republicans will have just a ten seat 

majority in the House, and the Senate has moved from a 50-50 Senate controlled by 

Democrats via a VP tiebreaker, to a 51-49 split. Not exactly a mandate for the Democrats. 

After a disappointing midterm cycle, Republican leaders are the ones under fire right 

now. The head of the Republican National Committee is mired in a bitter fight over who 
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will lead the party. Kevin McCarthy is scrambling to get the votes he needs to be Speaker 

of the House, saying hardliners on the right have not moved and it may put the agenda in 

jeopardy. And then there's Donald Trump, running again after losing — and in more legal 

trouble. A major announcement this week bordered on self-parody — it was an 

infomercial for digital trading cards of himself selling for $99. It was even too much for 

former adviser Steve Bannon to defend. Democrats, meanwhile, may have a false sense 

of security, acting like they won the midterms, but they did lose the House and they did 

lose the popular vote. President Biden's approval rating is stuck where it was a year ago 

— in the low to mid 40s. In many ways, their successes in the midterms came, perhaps, 

only because of the excesses of the Trump right. This is the backdrop for the current 

immigration debate over the end of Title 42, the Covid-era policy that allowed officials to 

expel migrants from U.S. borders quickly, a crisis that has been mired in government 

inaction. In fact, some Democrats have criticized all of Washington for not doing more 

over two administrations. 

Dec. 25, 2022 

So, at 8 PM on November 6, 1947, moderator Martha Rountree debuted a press 

conference of the air, right here on NBC. 1947 was the year Jackie Robinson broke the 

color barrier in Major League Baseball with the Brooklyn Dodgers. It was the same year 

Chuck Yeager became the first person to fly faster than the speed of sound. For 75 years, 

through 12 moderators and more than 3500 broadcasts, the program that President John 

F. Kennedy once called the 51st state, has made news and held newsmakers accountable, 

interviewing American presidents, world leaders, political candidates, civil rights icons, 

scientists, sports figures, and entertainers. This morning, we’re going to look back on the 

75-year history of the longest-running show on television, and we’re going to look 

forward as well, as our democracy is challenged, and our mission of clarity and 

accountability is more important than ever.  

2022 4th QUARTER MATTER OF FACT TOPICS 

Matter of Fact is seen on WLWT on Sundays from 11:00am-11:30am and then 

again later Sunday evening at approximately 12:30am-1:00am. 

 

 

Oct. 2, 2022 

Millions of people in the U.S. don’t have broadband access – or connection is slow, 

unreliable, and expensive. And three quarters of people living in America’s “Digital 

Deserts” are in rural areas. Correspondent Dina Demetrius visits Phillips County, one of 
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the poorest in Arkansas, where she meets people who have been struggling with lack of 

Internet service. As one resident said, “I would have to go to McDonald's to use their free 

Wi-Fi.  I would just sit in the parking lot.” 

 

And the challenge to find affordable and adequate childcare. The pandemic worsened an 

already crumbling system. Correspondent Laura Chavez travels to Clinton, Mississippi to 

talk to a mother whose husband is posted overseas for the US Army. She shares her 

struggle to get her son good care and find a job. Chavez also speaks with the owner of 

one of 15 daycare centers in the area about the trouble she has had finding qualified staff 

for Funtime Preschool since the Covid pandemic hit in 2020.  

  

Plus, in too many cities and towns across the country, finding safe and clean water to 

drink is a challenge, leaving millions of Americans living in communities without this 

critical necessity. In fact, the Biden administration is set to spend billions of dollars on 

water projects. But is it enough? Special Correspondent Joie Chen visits Denmark, South 

Carolina and learns why residents don’t trust that what comes out of their taps isn't toxic 

and why it is so hard for them to get clean, safe drinking water. 

  

We’re not getting enough sleep. According to the Centers for Disease Control one in 

three people do not get the required amount of shuteye. And although technology is 

certainly a factor, a massive new global study has revealed that climate change plays a 

part.  Soledad reports on how and why it impacts our sleep and who is most vulnerable. 

  

Finally, if you've ever wondered what happens to hotel soap after check-out, some 

news.  Shawn Seipler convinced hotels in the Orlando area to donate their used bars. 

With the help of friends, he cut off the used parts, melted them down and made new soap. 

The recycled soap is donated to countries where children are at risk of dying from 

hygiene-related illnesses. Since 2009, Seipler's company, "Clean the World" has sent 72 

million bars to 127 countries, which also keeps millions of pounds of plastic from our 

landfills. 

 

Oct. 9, 2022 

Home ownership is becoming increasingly out of reach for millions of Americans. The 

smaller starter home – less than 2,000 square feet – used to be a way for people to build a 

foundation for equity. But these houses have seen a price increase of close to 250% in the 

past 30 years, pushing many first-time buyers out of the market.  In Milwaukee, 

Wisconsin, owning a house is still relatively affordable while rent prices have risen. So, 

real estate investment firms have been buying homes in predominantly black 

neighborhoods before people even see a listing.  As Marquette University researcher, 
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John Johnson says, “I own a house in Milwaukee, and I pay much less per month than the 

people on this block … are paying to rent housing that is quite inferior to 

mine.”  Correspondent Dan Lieberman traveled to Milwaukee to see how one innovative 

program is helping residents compete for the keys to their first homes. 

 

And expect some changes at the polls in the upcoming midterm elections. Georgia is one 

of six states to enact election interference laws. The amendments are a reaction to the 

baseless claims of widespread voter fraud, and repeated false claims that the 2020 

presidential election was stolen. One of the new rules limits who can return or even 

handle a completed absentee ballot. Soledad gets into the details with Gabriel Sterling, 

the Chief Operating Officer in the office of the Georgia Secretary of State, about what 

Georgia voters can expect and what they can and can’t do in November.  “I don't want to 

see any American think that their vote is being denied or dissuaded or hurt. … I don't 

believe voter suppression is real, but I've seen people fear that,” says Sterling. 

 

Plus, Monday is Columbus Day, which has been celebrated in the U.S. since 1792. But 

for many it’s a reminder of the violent eradication of the country’s Native American 

populations. About 99% of land that once belonged to Indigenous people in North 

America was lost. But now one piece of tribal land is back in the hands of its rightful 

owners.  We have a look at 465 stunning acres in Virginia, returned to the Rappahannock 

tribe earlier this year. The Chief tells us what this means for her tribe and her hope for 

generations to come. 

 

Mendez v. Westminster is a little-known legal case that laid the foundation for the 

Supreme Court decision, Brown v. Board of Education. In the early 1940's, a young girl 

named Sylvia Mendez was the plaintiff in the case which challenged public school 

integration in California, the family’s attorney arguing for "equal protection of the law”. 

Correspondent Laura Chavez went to Mendez’s home in California to hear her story and 

reflect on her place in history. 

 

Finally, can’t sleep? Try counting sheep, literally. Soledad reports on a European 

mattress company which is creating a “bedroom” in the middle of a sheep pasture in the 

idyllic English countryside, where two lucky people can drop off to sleep counting real 

sheep. 

Oct. 16, 2022 

Childbirth is becoming increasingly dangerous. The United States is the only developed 

country where maternal mortality has increased. And access to maternity care has been 

declining for decades. Thirty-six percent of counties nationwide are considered 

“maternity care deserts.”  Texas leads the nation in maternity ward closures. Moms-to-be 
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sometimes have nowhere to go when it is time to deliver their child. Correspondent 

Leone Lakhani went to west Texas for a firsthand look at the challenges facing expectant 

mothers.  

  

Affirmative Action is on trial at the Supreme Court. For more than 40 years colleges have 

considered race when making decisions on student admissions. Now the Justices must 

decide on two lawsuits brought against Harvard and the University of North Carolina’s 

admissions programs, which are accused of discriminating against Asian applicants. 

Soledad talks to legal expert, Amy Howe to find out how she thinks the conservative 

Supreme Court – with new member, Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson – might decide this 

case.  

  

Plus, 67 years ago Black teenager, Emmett Till traveled from Chicago to Sumner, 

Mississippi to spend time with his extended family. While there, Till was accused of 

flirting with a white woman and was brutally tortured and murdered. The killers were 

acquitted by an all-white jury. Till’s mother, Mamie Till Mobley never stopped fighting 

for her son's justice. A new film about her life, titled "Till," is now in theaters. 

Correspondent Diane Roberts introduces us to a young Mississippi native committed to 

telling the Till family's story. 

  

“We don't know if this is an early warning sign of a bad viral season,” that is what 

epidemiologist Katelyn Jetelina is cautioning after several states recently reported a spike 

in child respiratory infections, sometimes leading to hospitalization. Soledad finds out 

how parents can prepare for this year’s flu season which is exacerbated by Covid-19 and 

other viral infections like polio and Monkeypox. 

  

Finally, California is often ranked the most beautiful state in the union. And its state and 

national parks are a big part of the attraction. But not everyone has access to this pristine 

nature - entry fees can be restrictive. Find out how borrowing a library book can open 

new vistas in California’s parks, for everybody. 

 

Oct. 23, 2022 

We head to saint Bernard’s parish, Louisiana where a people and their history were 

nearly washed away a century ago. We're exploring the history of some of America’s first 

climate change victims. 

 

Plus, the story often talked about rosa parks starts and ends on the bus, but there's so 

much more. A closer look at the life of this powerful woman, as a new documentary 
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about Mrs. Parks is now streaming. 

 

And they're the ones left behind as the world moves on: Covid-19 long haulers. The 

group of people dealing with the lasting effects of the virus. We talk to one woman 

struggling to be seen, heard, and helped. 

 

  

 

 

Oct. 30, 2022 

The U.S. midterm elections are less than two weeks away and turnout is predicted to be 

far higher than in previous midterms. These elections, two years into a presidency, are 

significant because the results determine which party will control Congress. The most 

important issues for voters -- the economy, abortion, and crime.  Correspondent Jessica 

Gomez went on a road trip from Colorado to Missouri after the 2020 elections asking 

people how they view their American identity.  Now she hits the road again, continuing 

along the I-70 from where she left off, heading east from Illinois, and talking to voters 

about what matters most to them as they head to the polls, 

  

Plus, crushing medical debt impacts millions of Americans. A recent Kaiser Family 

Foundation survey found that one in ten adults in the U.S. have unpaid medical bills, and 

of that number, close to half owe more than $2,000.  One organization is trying to change 

that. “RIP Medical Debt” has been surprising people by paying their medical bills. 

Soledad speaks with co-founder Jerry Ashton about how and why he went from debt 

collector to debt eraser. 

 

In 49 states eligible voters must register to cast their ballot. But when people die or 

families move, registration records often lag behind - voters forget to switch their 

registration to reflect residence in their new county or state. Election officials must wade 

through thousands of documents and consolidate information from a number of sources. 

But now 33 states are using a tool that compares voter data across state lines allowing 

election workers to access most of the required information in one place. Correspondent 

Dan Lieberman explores how the system works and how it’s making our elections more 

secure. 

 

Halloween is just around the corner and costumes are a major part of the celebration.  But 

these scary outfits often include large amounts of plastic. A U.K. study found that seven 

million costumes are thrown in the trash each year, adding substantially to our plastic 

waste problem. Contrary to what most of us believe, only about 5% of plastic is recycled, 
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according to new research by Greenpeace. Soledad reports on what’s hindering plastic 

recycling and what some states are doing to solve the issue.  

 

Finally, there’s an emoji for everything, whether you’re       or      or just craving sushi 

           Soledad helps us unpack which are used most, which are cool among younger 

generations, whether they are appropriate in the workplace, and which emojis, depending 

on the context, are not always what they seem.       

 

Nov. 6, 2022 

The midterm elections are on Tuesday and the outcome will determine who controls 

Congress. After the 2020 elections, Jessica Gomez went on a road trip across middle 

America. Traveling on I-70 from Colorado to Missouri, she asked people how they saw 

their American identity. Last week, she picked up where she left off, and talked to voters 

in Illinois and Ohio. Now, in the final leg of the journey, she is making stops in West 

Virginia, Pennsylvania, and Maryland, to find out what matters most to Americans. 

 

In late September, Hurricane Ian devastated parts of Florida. Homes were flooded, 

property destroyed, and thousands of people were displaced. With the midterm elections 

around the corner, Florida’s governor, Ron DeSantis issued an Executive Order allowing 

new voting provisions for three of the most-affected counties. One of the worst-hit areas 

was Lee County, home to Fort Myers. Soledad spoke with the county’s Elections 

Supervisor, Tommy Doyle, and asked him how the county is managing an election in the 

hurricane’s aftermath. 

 

New York is one the world’s richest cities. But it also includes New York State’s poorest 

county, The Bronx. One of the city’s five boroughs, The Bronx is home to major 

hospitals, colleges and universities and the country’s largest produce market of its kind. 

But despite the billions of dollars that flow in and out of area, parts of The Bronx still 

experience food scarcity, low incomes, and high rents. Alexis Clark visited two Bronxites 

who are working hard to ensure more investment in their communities. 

 

Plus, a small solution to a big problem. Natural disasters sometimes cause buildings to 

collapse, often trapping people in the rubble. A Belgian company believes it has found a 

way to locate the victims – using rats! APOPO is training African Giant Pouched rats to 

track down trapped people and help rescuers free them. Soledad tells us how the 

innovative technology works … if  the rats can be successfully trained. 

 

Finally, some stunning wildlife images. The U.K.’s Natural History Museum announced 

the winners of the “Wildlife Photographer of the Year” awards. We’ll show you the 
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winning entry and hear the photographer explain how she captured the remarkable image. 

 

 

Nov. 13, 2022 

It’s been a little over a year since the first of approximately 76,000 refugees arrived in 

the United States from Afghanistan. When that country fell to Taliban rule in August 

2021, President Biden ordered a U.S. troop withdrawal. And Afghan nationals began 

fleeing, many to America. But landing here doesn’t mean they are permanently settled. 

Refugees are granted special humanitarian parole, which means they can stay without a 

visa, but they’re still living in a type of legal limbo, and with fear. Evacuees hear the 

awful stories from home about girls and women being stripped of their rights and 

freedoms. Jessica Gomez met an Afghan family with four daughters who are trying to 

build a new life in Wisconsin. 

 

Plus, Soledad is in Los Angeles and catches up with Carmen Palafox, whom she met five 

years ago while reporting on a tech accelerator helping tech hardware creators make their 

ideas a reality. “Make in L.A.” provides mentorship and tools like 3D printers for design 

and testing. In 2017 the project was investing in 15 companies. That has increased to 

23.  Soledad has a conversation with Palafox about the future of tech manufacturing in 

the shadow of Hollywood’s entertainment machine. 

 

And the politics of education are playing out in classrooms all over the U.S. At least 17 

states have introduced bills that would restrict the teaching of American history and 

current events.  Many states have pulled textbooks from classrooms or removed books 

from school libraries, targeting volumes about race and LGBTQ subjects. There are false 

claims that schools are teaching “anti-Whiteness”. On the contrary, a Harvard study 

found that American public schools have a long history of teaching White supremacy. 

Joie Chen explores the legacy of racist textbooks. 

 

The crash test dummy has been used by auto and other transportation manufacturers in 

safety testing for about 50 years. And yet the crash test dummy has only ever been 

modelled on men’s bodies, making cars less safe for everybody else. Until now. Find out 

about a Swedish engineer who, with her team, has created a female crash test dummy that 

at last has been modeled on the average-sized woman. 

 

Finally, a salute to the women and men in our armed forces to mark Veterans Day, 

which originated a year after WWI ended, as Armistice Day. After Congress passed 

legislation, the first Veteran’s Day was observed in 1954. Soledad tells us about the 
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parades, ceremonies and monuments dedicated to veterans, many who sacrificed their 

lives in service to our nation. 

 

 

Nov. 20, 2022 

Soledad visits a woman in Louisiana who fought to change the state law requiring 

formerly incarcerated people to disclose prior convictions on college applications. For the 

600,000 people released each year from federal and state prisons, a prison record often 

blocks access to employment or education. More than half of U.S. colleges and 

universities currently require applicants to do so by checking a box on their admission 

forms. See how Syrita Steib took on the law -- and won. 

 

Plus, inflation is impacting many sectors of the economy, and one of the most affected is 

the housing market. Investors are moving into neighborhoods, where first time buyers are 

being priced out. We meet an artist and gallery owner who is using her creativity to fight 

gentrification in her Milwaukee neighborhood, where the barriers to homeownership are 

substantial. Then Soledad has a conversation with a scholar of urban housing and 

gentrification to find out how this trend is playing out in America’s cities.  

 

Atlanta’s entertainment industry is booming. According to Georgia’s Film Office, 

companies spent more than four billion dollars filming more than 412 productions for the 

big and small screens across the state from mid-2021 to mid-2022.  Laura Chavez visits 

Rome, Georgia and introduces us to a woman whose production company is striving to 

elevate Hispanic and Latino voices.  

 

Even though the 2022 hurricane season is nearing an end, communities around the 

country are only just starting to cleanup and repair the damage from recent storms, with 

aid from the federal government. But for Puerto Rico help has been hard to come by. 

Residents have been complaining for years about air pollution and they fear the recent 

record flooding from Hurricane Fiona may have contaminated groundwater and 

landfills.  Find out what the EPA plans to do in the southwestern part of the island … for 

the very first time. 

 

Finally, even though thousands of women have been composing classical music, some 

since at least the 12th century, many have been forgotten and relegated to lost history, 

and many have never had their works performed. Soledad will tell you about how a 

French cellist and her record label are working to change that. 
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Nov. 27, 2022 

 

We celebrate an epic road trip across America. 

  

Thanksgiving week in the U.S. means travel for many people. In fact, the AAA expects 

around 55 million Americans to be on the move through this weekend. So, Matter of 

Fact decided to also hit the highway.  In 2020, following the presidential election, 

correspondent Jessica Gomez took a road trip across the middle of the country, driving 

along the I-70 from Colorado to Mississippi. Her mission? To check in with communities 

and find out what people have to say about their American identities, their challenges and 

what holds the nation together. 

  

That was 2020. The Covid pandemic was still raging across the world and millions of 

Americans were still reluctant to socialize ... or travel.  So, this fall before the midterm 

elections, Jessica Gomez picked up her road trip where she left off, this time heading east 

on the I-70 from Illinois towards Indiana, and onto Ohio, trying to gauge what mattered 

most to people as they prepared to cast their ballots, and she encountered some surprising 

and ever diverse opinions and values.     

  

And, as Jessica Gomez continues her I-70 road trip east, she meets people in a small city 

in West Virginia who, facing enormous obstacles in their community, are doing 

something about trying to improve peoples’ lives. 

 

Finally, our road trip comes to an end in Maryland.  But not before Jessica Gomez meets 

some people who think there's reason to be optimistic about the future, even when 

adversity seems a bit overwhelming. 

Dec 4, 2022 

 

Many people had not even heard of a Pulse Oximeter before the onset of the Covid-19 

pandemic in early 2020. But because viruses like the Coronavirus affect the amount of 

oxygen in one’s blood, sales of the easy-to-use tool rose sharply.  However, several 

studies have found these devices are often inaccurate depending on the pigmentation of 

your skin and can produce unreliable readings for people of color. An FDA advisory 

panel is now looking into whether testing and regulations need to change. We hear from a 

medical student whose Tik-Tok video about this underlying racial bias went viral. Then 

Soledad talks with Valencia Joyner Koomson, an Associate Professor of Electrical and 

Computer Engineering at Tufts University, who is working to find solutions to this 

problem. 
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Food prices have soared in the last year –and the steep rise has pushed more struggling 

families not only to food banks but to apply for government food assistance, like WIC. 

WIC is the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children 

and more than six million people depend on the program every month. However, families 

using WIC vouchers only have access to specifically labeled items in stores, limiting the 

ability to make nutritious and interesting meals.  Correspondent Jessica Gomez 

introduces us to a New York mother who needed WIC help and is now inspiring others to 

eat healthily on a tight budget. 

 

Plus, the Holiday Season has kicked off, which means family gatherings, work parties 

and more socializing with friends. Many folks feel pressured to bring a “plus one” to 

these events and are relying on dating apps to find a date. In fact, around 40% of people 

met their most recent first date online according to “Match.com”. But all that swiping and 

selecting is causing what researchers call “Dating App Fatigue”. Correspondent Laura 

Chavez talks to a scientist about how dating app fatigue is affecting love lives and brains.  

 

Thursday, December 1st marks the 67th anniversary of Rosa Parks’ arrest in 

Montgomery, Alabama in 1955. Parks was detained after refusing to give up her bus seat 

to a white man – it was the catalyst that propelled the Montgomery Bus Boycott to the 

national stage. But there is much more to Rosa Parks’ legacy than that one act of 

defiance. Soledad is the Executive Producer of a new documentary called "The 

Rebellious Life of Mrs. Rosa Parks", and she speaks with the Directors, Yoruba Richen 

and Johanna Hamilton about Parks’ life of activism. 

 

Finally, Soledad tells us about a new video game for dogs, called Joipaw. The co-founder 

of the UK-based startup is a gamer himself and created the game to keep his hyper 

energetic dog occupied. Find out how playing these screen games not only keeps your pet 

occupied but is also good for aging dog brains. 

 

 Dec. 11, 2022 

The Supreme Court’s repeal of Roe v. Wade is having an impact on more than abortion 

access. The repeal is making it harder for medical schools and tens of thousands of 

medical students, who must learn abortion-related procedures in order to complete 

Obstetrics and Gynecology certification. And how do students receive training in states 

that have banned abortion, or are likely to prohibit it? Dan Lieberman travels to 

Wisconsin to discover how medical students with very different views on reproduction 

choices are navigating post-Roe America. 

 

And Soledad has a conversation with Professor Juliet Schor, an economist and sociologist 
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at Boston College about the four-day work week, a phenomenon that is gaining traction 

worldwide.  Research shows that people have been working longer than the 40 hours per 

week mandated by Congress in 1940. And as jobs remain unfilled and people seek 

greater work-life balance, Schor and many others believe it’s time to reimagine work. 

 

The “Treaty of New Echota” between the U.S. government and the Cherokee nation, 

signed in 1835 and which led to the devastating “Trail of Tears” contains a clause that 

has never been enacted by Congress. It’s a guarantee to give a Cherokee delegate a seat 

in the House of Representatives. Joie Chen is in Oklahoma to talk with the Cherokee 

nation’s Principal Chief about the promise the Cherokees want fulfilled. 

 

Plus, an update on California’s largest lake, the Salton Sea, once fed by the Colorado 

River, but shrinking rapidly. Particles from the dried-up lakebed create some of the 

state’s worst air quality, causing asthma, headaches, and other health issues for people 

living nearby. Now the Federal government has promised $250 million to clean up what’s 

left of the Salton Sea. Find out what California must do to ensure they receive all that 

funding. 

 

Finally, Soledad reports on a new approach to home construction in the U.S. – 3D printed 

houses. Sound unreal? Find out about states that are not only building homes but creating 

entire communities using this innovative and speedy construction process. 

 

 

Dec. 18, 2022 

More than half a million people in the U.S. will experience this Holiday Season without 

housing. Despite widespread outrage and government and nonprofit efforts to solve the 

crisis, the number of unhoused people is rising. In Los Angeles County there are nearly 

70,000 people without housing, and close to half of them self-report that they suffer with 

severe mental illness or substance abuse or both. California is increasing funding to assist 

the unhoused mentally ill population. But will it be enough?  Dina Demetrius went to Los 

Angeles’s “Skid Row” to talk with people who are homeless, and those trying to help 

them. 

 

Plus, the Supreme Court has concluded hearing cases for 2022 and will release opinions 

later next year. Soledad has a conversation with Amy Howe, co-founder of 

“SCOTUSblog”, about two high-profile cases; one which will decide whether state 

legislatures will have sole decision-making power conducting elections, and the other is a 

case of a designer refusing to create wedding websites for LGBTQ couples. The designer 

is challenging a Colorado anti-discrimination law, claiming it violates her First 
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Amendment rights. 

 

America doesn’t have enough nurses. With an estimated one million likely to retire by 

2030, the shortage is expected to get worse, and it will especially affect patients about to 

give birth. That’s because there is a lack of nurses qualified in maternal health, and 

recruitment is especially lacking in remote areas. Leone Lakhani introduces us to a retired 

Marine who is training to become a nurse to help his rural community. 

 

Climate change is causing temperatures to rise, and meteorologists predict this winter 

will be three degrees above normal in the Midwest. This will likely cause more pollution 

as melting snow pushes industrial farm chemicals into U.S. waterways. Soledad tells us 

about additional effects of toxic chemical runoff, as well as other ways in which rising 

temperatures have unexpected and devastating consequences. 

 

Finally, news about a dangerous and invasive insect. In 2020 news broke of a large 

hornet found in the Pacific Northwest – its first appearance in the U.S. Headlines stirred 

fear, calling them “murder hornets”.  Growing up to two inches long, they can decimate 

beehives, affecting honey production and pollination. Now, more than two years later, 

find out what has happened to the hornets after Washington state mobilized to get rid of 

them. 

 

 

Dec. 25, 2022 

 

It's a blockbuster plan that could change the trajectory of future generations. We'll 

introduce you to hope Chicago, a project aiming to send 24-thousand students and their 

parents to college –free of charge. 

 

Plus, rednecks for black lives sounds odd, but meet the woman who says some of the 

people of Appalachia have a common interest with b-l-m. 

 

And i talk with workers' rights icon, Dolores Huerta about working with Cesar Chavez 

and her message for young people fighting for change right now. 


