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FACE THE NATION 

 

06/01/08 1) Interview with Senator Carl Levin.  Topics include: reaction to the decision by the 

Democratic rules committee to seat the Michigan and Florida delegations at the 

convention, but only give the delegates half a vote / determination to fight for the full vote 

/ claim that both Senator Hillary Clinton and Senator Barack Obama have pledged that 

Michigan‟s delegation will have a full vote at the convention / need to reform the primary 

system into a rotation system, so that other states may have the opportunity to go first; the 

unlikelihood of Senator Clinton taking her campaign all the way to the convention 

2) Interview with Mandy Grunwald.  Topics include: criticism of the Democratic rule 

committee‟s decision because it broke their own rules; the case for Senator Clinton to take 

her campaign all the way to the convention / claim that Senator Clinton is the stronger 

candidate and would do better against Senator John McCain than Senator Obama would; 

the importance of the African-American and female vote / how African-American or 

female voters would react should the superdelegates make the decision to take the 

nomination away from either candidate 

3) Campaign quick check with Senator Claire McCaskill and Governor Ed Rendell.  

Topics include: belief that Senator Clinton will do the right thing for America and not 

take her campaign all the way to the convention; need for the Democratic party to reform 

the nominating process; the strengths of both Senator Clinton and Senator Obama; how 

African-American voters would react should the superdelegates take the nomination away 

from Senator Obama and how that would impact Senator Clinton; Senator Obama‟s 

decision to leave his church; the possibility of an Obama-Clinton dream ticket 

Guests: Senator Carl Levin (D-MI) (1); Mandy Grunwald, Clinton Adviser (2); Senator 

Claire McCaskill (D-MO), Obama Supporter (3); Governor Ed Rendell (D-PA), Clinton 

Supporter (3) 

 

06/08/08 1) Interview with Howard Wolfson.  Topics include: Senator Hillary Clinton‟s evolution 

as a candidate / Senator Clinton‟s speech ending her campaign and her endorsement of 

Senator Barack Obama / the role Senator Clinton and former President Bill Clinton will 

play in Senator Obama‟s campaign; speculation regarding an Obama-Clinton dream 

ticket; potential problems Senator Obama may face as he campaigns for the presidency 

2) Interview with Representative Charles Rangel.  Topics include: reaction to Senator 

Clinton‟s concession speech and subsequent endorsement of Senator Obama; support for 

an Obama-Clinton dream ticket; the racism Senator Obama will face on election day in 

November; Senator John McCain as a candidate; former President Bill Clinton‟s role in 

the White House, should Senator Clinton become the candidate for vice president 

3) Interview with Senator James Webb.  Topics include: his potential interest, if any, in 

the position of vice president for either Senator Obama or Senator John McCain; belief 

that Senator Obama‟s message transcends racial divides; Senator Obama‟s ability to 

maintain his composure; Senator McCain‟s proposal to have ten debates or ten town hall 

meetings 

4) Campaign quick check with Roger Simon.  Topics include: Senator Clinton and 

Senator Webb as possible running mates for Senator Obama; the need for Senator 

McCain to distance himself as a candidate from President George W. Bush, as well as 

energize his campaign and the Republican Party; the pros and cons for both Senator 

McCain and Senator Obama with regards to the ten debates or town hall meetings 

proposal 

Guests: Mr. Howard Wolfson, Communications Director, Clinton Campaign (1); 

Representative Charles Rangel (D-NY) (2); Senator James Webb (D-VA) (3); Roger 

Simon, Chief Political Columnist, Politico.com (4) 
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FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

 

06/15/08 1) Interview with Governor Bobby Jindal.  Topics include: his determination to improve 

conditions in Louisiana; speculation regarding a Senator John McCain-Bobby Jindal 

ticket in November / his focus on being the governor of Louisiana; reaction to the 

comparisons made between himself and Senator Barack Obama; the issue of race in the 

campaign for president; how the Republican Party has “lost its way” / his backing of 

Senator McCain for president; his support for teaching the theory of intelligent design in 

schools 

2) Interview with Newt Gingrich.  Topics include: reaction to the death of Tim Russert, 

host of NBC‟s “Meet The Press”; belief that Governor Jindal is the best candidate for vice 

president; Senator McCain‟s mistake of focusing on Senator Obama‟s lack of experience 

and why it will fail / the need for an issue-oriented campaign on both sides / the war, the 

economy, and energy as an interlocked issue / the recent Supreme Court decision to turn 

over to local district judges decisions of national security; opinion regarding Senator 

Hillary Clinton as a potential running mate for Senator Obama 

3) Campaign quick check with Jim VandeHei.  Topics include: status of the campaigns of 

Senator McCain and Senator Obama; opinion regarding Mitt Romney or Governor Jindal 

as potential running mates for Senator McCain; Senator Clinton, Senator Jim Webb, 

Senator Joseph Biden, and Al Gore as possible candidates for vice president for Senator 

Obama; Senator McCain‟s attempt at luring female supporters of Senator Clinton away 

from Senator Obama  

Guests: Governor Bobby Jindal (R-LA) (1); Newt Gingrich, former Speaker of the U.S. 

House of Representatives (2); Jim VandeHei, Executive Editor, Politico.com (3) 

Guest Moderator: Chip Reid, CBS News Capitol Hill Correspondent 

 

 

06/22/08 1) Interview with Carly Fiorina and Governor Bill Richardson.  Topics include: Senator 

Barack Obama‟s decision not to accept public financing for the general election, 

something he said he would pursue / claim that Senator John McCain is encouraging the 

527 groups (a type of tax exempt organization) to go after Senator Obama; Senator 

McCain‟s recent decision to suddenly support drilling offshore for oil, something he has 

always opposed; Senator McCain‟s proposal for a series of town hall meetings around the 

country featuring himself and Senator Obama - something Senator Obama has not decided 

on at this point; how Senator Obama and Senator McCain plan on courting the women‟s 

vote, especially those who supported Senator Hillary Clinton, and about issues of concern 

to them; speculation regarding the possibility of Senator McCain choosing a woman as a 

running mate / Ms. Fiorina‟s support for Senator McCain and possibly a woman for vice 

president 

2) Campaign quick check with John Harris.  Topics include: potential running mates for 

Senator Obama and Senator McCain; Senator Obama‟s flip-flop regarding public 

financing; Senator McCain‟s flip-flop regarding offshore oil drilling 

Guests: Carly Fiorina, Republican National Committee, Victory 2008 Chair (1); Governor 

Bill Richardson (D-NM), Obama Supporter (1); John Harris, Editor-in-Chief, 

Politico.com (2) 
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FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

 

06/29/08 1) Interview with Senator Joe Lieberman.  Topics include: his reasons for leaving the 

Democratic Party / the argument for supporting Senator John McCain; the success of the 

surge in Iraq / his belief that if the United States had followed Senator Obama and other 

Democrats in their suggestion of a drawdown in Iraq, Iran would be in control of that 

country / speculation as to what would happen in Iraq should Senator Obama be elected 

president and begin his proposed withdrawal; reaction to comments made by the main 

adviser to the McCain campaign, Charlie Black, that a terrorist attack on the United States 

would help Senator McCain; the deal between the Bush Administration and North Korea, 

clearing the way for food and fuel aid, in exchange for disclosure on North Korea‟s 

nuclear program; the Supreme Court‟s decision regarding the handgun ban in the District 

of Columbia / the concern that Senator McCain would appoint Supreme Court justices 

who would overturn Roe V. Wade 

2) Interview with General Wesley Clark.  Topics include: the argument for supporting 

Senator Obama / defense of his comment that Senator McCain is “untested and untried”; 

Senator Obama‟s decision to visit Europe and the Middle East; the potential impact in the 

Middle East should Senator Obama be elected president and begin troop withdrawal from 

Iraq; his support for Senator Hillary Clinton as a vice presidential candidate 

3) Analysis with David Sanger regarding the deal between the Bush Administration and 

North Korea, which clears the way for food and fuel aid in exchange for disclosure on 

North Korea‟s nuclear program 

Guests: Senator Joe Lieberman (I-CT), McCain Supporter (1); General Wesley Clark 

(Retired), Obama Supporter (2); David Sanger, Chief Washington Correspondent, The 

New York Times (3) 

 

 

60 MINUTES 

 

 

06/01/08 “Officer Herrera Goes Public” - an interview with indicted Chicago, Illinois Police 

Officer Keith Herrera.  Cooperating with federal investigators, he speaks publicly for the 

first time about his former unit, the Special Operations Section (SOS), in which Herrera 

and six other members have been accused of crimes including armed robbery and 

aggravated kidnapping.  Includes remarks by Police Superintendent Jody Weis and 

Chicago Mayor Richard Daley.  (C: Katie Couric - P: Tanya Simon/Andrew Metz) 

“The Pentagon’s Ray Gun” - a report on the highly effective and nonlethal weapon 

developed by the Pentagon for crowd control.  The ray gun, an Active Denial System 

(ADS) which shoots out an intense blast of heat, will be ready to go to Iraq this summer, 

even though it faces opposition and goes against the culture of the American military.  (C: 

David Martin - P: Mary Walsh) (OAD: 03/02/08) 

“Captain of Capitalism” - an interview/profile of Tom Perkins, a Silicon Valley venture 

capitalist and former Hewlett-Packard director whose mega-yacht, the Maltese Falcon, is 

the biggest sailboat in the world.  (C: Lesley Stahl - P: Richard Bonin) (OAD: 11/04/07 - 

includes an update.) 

Andy Rooney topic: “Andy Loves His Books” - Andy talks about some of his favorite 

books (OAD: 04/22/07) 
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60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

 

06/08/08 “Combustible Dust” - a report on the deaths and property damage at American factories 

due to dust explosions, which occur when materials such as sugar, corn, or metal are 

ground into dust, and once airborne, can be ignited by the smallest spark.  Among those 

interviewed are former head of the Chemical Safety Board, Carolyn Merritt, who ordered 

the most comprehensive investigation ever done on dust explosions and Ed Foulke, head 

of the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA).  (C: Scott Pelley - P: 

David Gelber, Joel Bach) 

“Howard Hughes” - a report on the Howard Hughes Medical Institute, founded as a tax 

shelter by the reclusive multimillionaire and now one of America‟s richest charities. 

Includes interviews with: Dr. Tom Cech, the institute‟s president; Richard Hack, who has 

written two biographies of Hughes; Dr. Doug Melton, Harvard Medical School; and Dr. 

Huda Zoghbi, Baylor College of Medicine.  (C: Lesley Stahl - P: Rome Hartman) (OAD: 

11/23/03 - includes an update.) 

“Joel Osteen” - a profile of Joel Osteen, a preacher whose books, speeches and televised 

sermons have made him known around the world.  (C: Byron Pitts - P: Ruth Streeter) 

(OAD: 10/14/07 - includes an update.) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Andy Gets All Wound Up” - people and their various watches 

(OAD: 12/03/06) 

 

 

06/15/08 “The Science Of Sleep” - a report on how scientists are discovering that sleep is far more 

critical to human health than previously believed.  They have linked sleep deprivation to 

serious problems such as diabetes, obesity and heart disease.  Among those interviewed 

are Matthew Walker, director of the Sleep and Neuroimaging Lab at the University of 

California - Berkeley; Dr. David Dinges, the scientist in charge of the NIH-funded study 

at the University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine; Dr. Eve Van Cauter, an 

endocrinologist at the University of Chicago School of Medicine; and Dr. Scott 

McRobert, a scientist at St. Joseph‟s University.  (C: Lesley Stahl - P: Shari Finkelstein)  

DOUBLE-LENGTH SEGMENT (OAD: 03/16/08) 

“The Pursuit of Happiness” - a report on why Denmark is the happiest country in the 

world, while the United States ranks a distant 23rd, according to a study done by 

Leicester University in England.  Among those interviewed are Dr. Kaare Christensen, a 

professor at the University of Southern Denmark; Danish newspaper columnist Sebastian 

Dorset; and Harvard University Professor Tal Ben-Shahar.  (C: Morley Safer - P: Deirdre 

Naphin Curran) (OAD: 02/17/08) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Andy Thinks About Money” - What would you do if you were 

rich? (OAD: 12/16/07) 
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60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

 

06/22/08 “Alhurra” - a joint investigation by 60 MINUTES and ProPublica on Alhurra (Arabic 

for “The Free One”), a commercial-free, Arabic language satellite television network for 

the Middle East, created and funded by the United States Government and devoted 

primarily to news and information.  Originating from Springfield, Virginia, and created to 

improve America‟s image in the Middle East, Alhurra has come under scrutiny for a raft 

of problems, including broadcasting unchallenged anti-Israel commentary.  Among those 

interviewed are former Alhurra news director Larry Register and Brian Conniff, president 

of Alhurra.  (C: Scott Pelley - P: Graham Messick/Michael Karzis/Dafna Linzer) 

“Life Saver” - a profile of the ready-to-eat, vitamin enriched paste called Plumpynut.  

Developed by a nutritionist, it is saving malnourished children in the developing world -- 

particularly in Niger, where Doctors Without Borders has made it Plumpynut‟s proving 

ground.  (C: Anderson Cooper - P: Robert G. Anderson, Casey Morgan) (OAD: 10/21/07 

- includes an update.) 

"Fish Fuss" - a report on the failure of the U.S. government's multi-billion dollar effort 

to save the salmon of the Pacific Northwest, scores of which are falling victim to the 

hydroelectric dams that provide inexpensive irrigation, transportation and electricity to 

the area. The issue...dams vs. salmon...has become so contentious that the Clinton 

Administration has put off a verdict for another five years. (C: Lesley Stahl - P: Karen 

Sughrue) (OAD: 11/19/00 - includes an update.) 

Andy Rooney topic: “Eat More Fruit” - Andy shares some nutritional advice (OAD: 

04/13/08) 

 

 

06/29/08 “The Purge” - Iraq‟s Christians, once thought to number over a million, have either fled 

or have been murdered by Islamic extremists during Iraq‟s religious civil war.  

Interviewed is the Vicar of Baghdad, Reverend Canon Andrew White.  (C: Scott Pelley - 

P: Shawn Efran, Philip Ittner) (OAD: 12/02/07 - includes an update.) 

“Roots” - a report on the hopes and limitations of genetic genealogy, a new field which 

uses DNA to trace ancestry back hundreds of years, sometimes with surprising results. (C: 

Lesley Stahl - P: Shari Finkelstein) (OAD: 10/07/07 - includes an update.) 

“Will Smith” - an interview/profile of the popular actor.  (C: Steve Kroft - P: John 

Hamlin, Albert Kahwaty) (OAD: 12/02/07) 

Andy Rooney Topic: "Old Clothes" - Andy goes through his closet (OAD: 05/09/99) 
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48 HOURS MYSTERY 

 

 

06/03/08 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Betrayal” (9:00-10:00p) - a report on the September 3, 2006 

disappearance of Nina Reiser, a resident of Oakland, California.  Nina, a mother of two, 

was separated from her husband, computer whiz Hans Reiser, whom she met through a 

dating service in Russia.  Embroiled in a nasty custody fight, Nina dropped her two 

children off at their father‟s house on Labor Day weekend and mysteriously vanished in 

the hours that followed.  Her body has never been found.  Friends tried calling Nina on 

her cell phone, but when Nina didn‟t pick her two children up from school, best friend 

Ellen Doren called police to file a missing person‟s report.  With police standing by, Ellen 

called Hans and informed him that she had his children and that Nina was missing.  When 

asked if he knew anything about her disappearance, Hans replied that he wanted to speak 

to his lawyers.  With biological trace evidence pointing directly at Hans Reiser, as well as 

his erratic behavior, Hans is arraigned on murder charges five weeks after Nina‟s 

disappearance.  But just when all of the evidence is pointing directly at Hans, Sean 

Sturgeon, Hans‟ ex-friend and Nina‟s ex-lover confessed to the district attorney that he 

had killed several people.  Police investigated Sean and looked into his incredible 

confession, but without credible evidence, he cannot be charged with a crime.  A year 

after Nina‟s disappearance, Hans Reiser went on trial for the murder of Nina Reiser.  

Prosecutors used blood evidence, as well as Hans‟ own words against him.  The defense 

portrayed Nina as a conniving Russian bride who was looking for a free ride to America 

and that she planned her disappearance.  Rory Reiser, just off the plane from Russia, took 

the stand against his father and testified against him.  After three days of deliberation, the 

jury found Hans Reiser guilty of first degree murder and he‟s facing 25 years to life.  

There are reports he may lead police to Nina‟s body in exchange for a lesser sentence.  

(C: Maureen Maher - P: Paul LaRosa, Gayane Keshishyan, Allen Alter) 

 

 

06/07/08 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Death of a Dream” - a follow-up to “The Last Dance”, 

OAD: 05/06/06.  In 2002, Catherine Woods, an aspiring dancer, left Ohio at age 17 and 

went to New York in search of fame and fortune, but ended up becoming a stripper to pay 

the rent. While in New York, she became involved with fitness instructor Paul Cortez, 

who, at first, was unaware of her exotic dancing career, while continuing to live with her 

ex-boyfriend David Haughn.  On Sunday of the 2005 Thanksgiving weekend, Catherine 

was savagely murdered.  The two men became suspects in her murder and it was then that 

her exotic dancing career came to light to the police and to her family. Police concluded 

that Paul Cortez, due to his jealous nature, was the prime suspect. He was arrested and 

ultimately convicted of Catherine‟s murder.  He was sentenced to 25 years to life.  

Attorney Nathan Dershowitz is planning an appeal, claiming hair and other forensic 

evidence was never thoroughly tested.  Included are interviews with David Haughn; Paul 

Cortez and his mother, Yvette Cortez; and Catherine‟s parents, Jon and Donna Woods. 

(C: Erin Moriarty - P: Patti Aronofsky) (OAD: 05/12/07 - includes brief update in the 

form of an onscreen text graphic at the conclusion.) 
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48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

 

06/10/08 48 HOURS VANISHED: “The Secret Life Of Paige Birgfeld” (9:00-10:00p) - A 

report on the June 28, 2007 disappearance of Paige Birgfeld, twice-divorced mother of 

three and a resident of Grand Junction, Colorado and the subsequent double-life 

uncovered by investigators following her disappearance. Following her 2006 divorce, 

Paige became the primary caregiver to her children and was described  as such a devoted 

mother that the Mesa County Sheriff‟s Department was convinced she would never have 

left on her own accord.  As friends and family searched for her; her car was found 

abandoned and on fire in an empty lot.  Her first husband, Ron Beigler became the focus 

of the investigation, when it was learned that the two had been on a date the day of her 

disappearance, but Paige‟s friends and family were far more suspicious of the children‟s 

father, Rob Dixon, as she had a troubled history with him.  After a thorough inquiry, both 

men had solid alibis.  As the investigation continued, it was discovered that Paige was 

also known as Carrie, a high-priced escort.  Her family suspected she had money issues.  

Investigators then began to believe Paige was murdered by one of her clients. Using her 

cell phone records, police began carefully looking at all of her clients and eventually 

honed in on one man, Lester Ralph Jones, an ex-con who had served time for kidnapping 

and assault.  Authorities searched his home, but will not discuss what evidence they 

uncovered.  Search dogs led investigators from Paige‟s car to an RV shop where Jones 

worked as a mechanic.  Although authorities have zeroed in on Lester Ralph Jones, no 

charges have been filed and he denies any involvement.  The lack of a body, coupled with 

Paige‟s secret life, have made it that much harder to prove anything beyond a reasonable 

doubt.  Her friends and family continue their search.  (C: Harold Dow - P: Loen Kelley, 

Sara Ely Hulse, Ira Sutow) 

 

 

06/14/08 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “The Girl Next Door” (2) (8:00-9:00p) - a follow-up to one 

of the two stories included in “The Girl Next Door” (OAD: 01/07/06). In that report, 

Detective Scott Dudek of the Alameda County (CA) Sheriff‟s Office was attempting to 

establish the identity of a teenage girl whose body was found on May 1, 2003 in a trash 

bag left behind a restaurant in Castro Valley, California. Forensic sculptor Gloria Nusse 

created a reconstruction of the girl‟s face, based on nothing but her skull. After the initial 

2006 report on 48 HOURS MYSTERY, a viewer called to say that the victim looked like 

a young girl who had been seen around Castro Valley with Miguel Castaneda, who had 

worked at the restaurant where the body was dumped. He had disappeared, but police 

received a tip that the girl and the man she had been seen with might have been from the 

same hometown in Mexico. Dudek and his team then went to Yahualica, Mexico. There 

they extensively publicized their search and handed out many fliers. A woman whose 

daughter was missing came forward, and a DNA sample would later confirm that she was 

the mother of the now-identified victim: Yesenia Nungaray. Yesenia was given a funeral 

in her hometown. The search for Miguel Castaneda continues. (C: Harold Dow - P: Clare 

Friedland) (OAD: 12/15/07) 

 

06/17/08 PREEMPTION 
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48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

 

06/21/08 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “In Too Deep” - An account of the investigation into the 

August 2005 murder and mutilation of 21-year-old Jennifer Cave in Austin, Texas, in the 

apartment of her friend Colton Pitonyak.  Pitonyak was tried for the murder, found guilty 

and sentenced to 55 years. Laura Hall, Pitonyak‟s girlfriend, admitted that she had gone to 

his apartment, at his request, right after the murder -- but claims that she did not know that 

she was going to be confronted there with a dead body in the bathtub. She then -- out of 

fear for her own life, she says -- drove Pitonyak, at his insistence, to Mexico.  After their 

arrest in Mexico, Hall was interrogated, charged with hindering the apprehension of 

Pitonyak.  In his testimony at his own trial, Pitonyak implied that Hall took part in the 

dismemberment of Jennifer Cave‟s body after her death.  The prosecution afterwards 

came up with witnesses who said that Laura told them that she was involved in the 

dismemberment. Put on trial for that, and for helping Pitonyak escape, she was found 

guilty and sentenced to five years in prison. She is appealing her conviction.  Includes 

interviews with: Laura Hall; Sharon and Jim Cave, Jennifer‟s parents; Bill Bishop, Travis 

County prosecutor; Loren and Carol Hall, Laura‟s parents; Joe James Sawyer, Laura 

Hall‟s attorney (C: Maureen Maher - P: Chuck Stevenson, Jenna Jackson) (OAD: 

01/22/08) 

 

 

06/24/08 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “A Time To Kill” (9:00-10:00p) - A report on the September 

12, 2001 disappearance of Michele Harris, a resident of Tioga County, New York.  

Michele, a mother of four, was involved in a bitter divorce with her husband, Cal Harris.  

He claimed she did not return home on the evening of September 11, 2001; her empty  

van was discovered at the end of their driveway the next morning.  Cal denied any 

involvement and when no evidence was found during a search of the Harris home, he 

suggested to investigators that they take a closer look at Michele‟s personal life.  

Investigators uncovered that Michele was involved with two different men, both of whom 

had seen Michele the night she disappeared.  Two days after the initial search, a forensic 

specialist was sent to the Harris home and found tiny specks of blood on a kitchen 

doorway, something that had been overlooked during the initial investigation.  With the 

discovery of a possible crime scene, as well as Cal‟s refusal to take a polygraph, focus 

was placed on Cal, who began a relationship with a former girlfriend just eighteen days 

after Michele‟s disappearance.  On September 30, 2005, Cal Harris was arrested and 

charged with murder.  The trial began on May 21, 2007 and ultimately, he was found 

guilty of second degree murder.  Just days before Cal Harris was to be sentenced, a new 

witness came forward and claimed to have driven past the Harris driveway around dawn 

on September 12, 2001 and had seen a man and a woman, who appeared to be arguing.  

According to this new eyewitness, the woman resembled Michele, but the man did not 

look like Cal.  With this new information, the judge threw out Cal‟s conviction for the 

murder of his wife and ordered a new trial.  It will be at least a year before Cal Harris is 

tried again.  (C: Erin Moriarty - P: Lisa Freed, Marc B. Goldbaum) (OAD: 11/10/07 - 

includes brief update in the form of an onscreen text graphic at the conclusion.) 

 

 



CBS TELEVISION NETWORK 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS BROADCASTS 

JUNE 2008 

        Page 9 of 9 
 

48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

06/28/08 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “The Sugar Land Conspiracy” - On December 10, 2003, the 

Whitaker family -- Kent, his wife Tricia, and their two sons, Bart and Kevin -- returned to 

their Sugar Land, Texas home from dinner at a restaurant.  Upon entering the house, 

Kevin and his mother were fatally shot by a gunman inside the house. Kent and Bart were 

each shot in the shoulder. Police investigation revealed that the murders had been planned 

by Bart Whitaker, who had enlisted friends Steven Champagne and Chris Brashear to 

carry out the plot and had intended being shot himself as part of the scenario. Among 

those interviewed are: Kent Whitaker, who says he has forgiven his son; Marshall Slot, 

detective, Sugar Land Police Department; Jeff Strange and Fred Felcman, Fort Bend 

County prosecutors; Also includes: interviews with residents of Cerralvo, Mexico, who 

became acquainted with Bart Whitaker after he fled there and assumed the name „Rudy 

Rios‟; comments from other friends of Bart Whitaker who had previously been 

approached by him to help murder his family; and comments from several members of the 

jury who convicted Whitaker of murder and sentenced him to death. Postscripts: Chris 

Brashear, the trigger man, pled guilty to murder. He‟s eligible for parole in 30 years. 

Getaway driver Steven Champagne received 15 years in exchange for his testimony 

against Bart Whitaker.  Friends involved in earlier plots against the Whitaker family were 

all granted immunity and are free. (C: Peter Van Sant - P: Jay Young) (OAD: 10/20/07) 

 

CBS RELIGION SPECIAL 

 

06/08/08 “Choosing To Forgive” - a presentation and discussion on the idea of forgiveness from 

both a religious and scientific point of view.  In recent years, the subject has interested 

psychologists and is studied as a potentially effective means by which individuals may be 

able to get past wrongs and injustices done against them.  The broadcast features Dr. 

Robert Enright, author and professor of educational psychology at the University of 

Wisconsin-Madison, who has championed the cause of forgiveness therapy as a scientific 

tool.  In consultation with his wife, Dr. Jeanette Knutson Enright, they have introduced 

forgiveness education in the curricula of elementary schools (the first being Belfast, 

Northern Ireland and then Milwaukee and Madison, Wisconsin), as a way of training 

children to cope peacefully with stress and challenge.  Also included in the broadcast are 

interviews with a variety of individuals who have succeeded in getting on with their lives 

after terrifying experiences and include those who have done so through an act of faith, 

and others who have had therapy.  Those interviewed include:  Lynn McGuinn and Talat 

Hamdani, who lost loved ones in the 9/11 attacks on the World Trade Center; Eric 

Wurzel, whose mother deserted him as a child, and who became addicted to drugs and 

alcohol for 30 years -- he was able to forgive himself and his family; Reverend Walt 

Everett, whose son was murdered in 1987 and over time, befriended the killer -- the two 

have appeared together to tell their stories and speak about forgiveness; Ada Wolf, whose 

son was murdered by an off-duty airman in 1965 -- she grew over time to forgive and 

admire the killer; and Grace Roidt, who suffered for more than 30 years before talking to 

forgiveness therapists about her dysfunctional family and an older brother who raped her.  

Grace was able to get past the crimes of her youth with the help of Dr. Suzanne 

Freedman, an associate professor at the University of Northern Iowa.  Produced in 

consultation with: The National Council of Churches; The U.S. Conference of Catholic 

Bishops; The Islamic Society of North America; The Union For Reform Judaism; and 

The New York Board of Rabbis.  (Producer & Narrator: Ted Holmes.  Associate 

Producer: Mary Catherine Brouder.  Executive Producer & Director: John P. 

Blessington.) 

 

 

* * * *  


