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FACE THE NATION 

 

12/07/08 1) Topics include: talks between Democratic Congressional leaders and the White House 

to give automakers $15 billion in emergency loans to stave off collapse / Chapter 11 

bankruptcy as an option to save the industry / the creation of a “car czar” - a government 

official in the Commerce Department, who would have the authority to force the 

automakers to reorganize / support for and opposition against the creation of a “car czar” / 

how the current economic crisis is affecting the automobile industry / the $700 billion 

bailout and opinions concerning Secretary of the Treasury Henry Paulson‟s handling of 

the crisis and the bailout money / whether or not the current management of the “Big 

Three” automakers should be allowed to stay on should their companies receive a 

governmental bailout -- specifically Rick Wagoner, Chairman of General Motors 

2) Topics include: support for the replacement of Rick Wagoner as Chairman of General 

Motors / the failures of the United Sates auto industry / how outside factors affected 

American car makers / the need for American automakers to acknowledge the revolution 

that is happening in the industry and for a requirement to be made that money given to 

them to save them is provided with the stipulation that they must formulate a plan for their 

survival; the recent terrorist attacks in Mumbai, India / the current situation and problems 

facing Pakistan 

Guests: Senator Chris Dodd (D-CT), Chairman, Senate Banking Committee (1); Senator 

Jeff Sessions (R-AL), Member, Senate Budget Committee (1); Thomas Friedman, 

Columnist, The New York Times, and Author, “Hot, Flat, and Crowded: Why We Need a 

Green Revolution and How It Can Renew America” (2) 

 

12/14/08 1) Topics include: the scandal involving Illinois Governor Rod Blagojevich, who‟s been 

accused of trying to sell the appointment to President-elect Barack Obama‟s former 

Senate seat / the lawsuit filed with the Illinois Supreme Court, asking them to remove 

Governor Blagojevich from office due to questions of legitimacy and his inability to serve 

/ belief that a special election should be held to fill the vacant Senate seat 

2) Topics include: the blockage of the bailout plan for the American automotive industry 

by Senate Republicans / the role of the current White House administration in the 

negotiations to save the automotive industry and their desire to furnish some money to the 

automakers / reaction to President George W. Bush‟s desire to not allow the auto industry 

to collapse / how the current automotive industry crisis is affecting Michigan and Ohio / 

speculation as to when to expect word from the White House regarding their plans and 

what it will entail 

3) Topics include: how the scandal involving Governor Blagojevich could impact 

President-elect Obama / Democratic Congressman Jesse Jackson Jr.‟s discussions with 

Governor Blagojevich regarding the vacant Senate seat and his subsequent declaration of 

innocence once the scandal broke 

Guests: Lisa Madigan (D-IL), Illinois Attorney General (1); Senator Carl Levin (D-MI) 

(2); Senator Bob Corker (R-TN), Member, Senate Banking Committee (2); Senator 

Sherrod Brown (D-OH), Member, Senate Banking Committee (2); Michael Eric Dyson, 

Sociologist, Georgetown University (3) 
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FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

12/21/08 1) Topics include: support and opposition regarding the possible appointment of Caroline 

Kennedy to finish out Hillary Clinton‟s term in the Senate by New York Governor David 

Paterson / the importance of the appointment not being about the individual, but about the 

needs of the state /  questions regarding her qualifications / support for the consideration 

of current members of Congress / reaction to Caroline Kennedy‟s recent trip to upstate 

New York / Ms. Kennedy‟s work with the New York City public school system / Ms. 

Kennedy‟s strengths and weaknesses as a candidate, should she run for re-election in 

2010 / New York State Attorney General Andrew Cuomo‟s interest in filling Senator 

Clinton‟s seat in the Senate 

2) Topics include: hearsay regarding the possible appointment of Caroline Kennedy to 

finish out Hillary Clinton‟s term in the Senate / Attorney General Cuomo‟s interest in the 

Senate position / the Kennedy mystique / current Senator Clinton‟s position regarding Ms. 

Kennedy‟s interest in her seat, especially since Ms. Kennedy backed President-elect 

Barack Obama in the race for the White House 

Guests: Joel Klein, New York City School Chancellor (1); Representative Gary 

Ackerman (D-NY) (1); Geraldine Ferraro, Former Democratic Vice Presidential 

Candidate (1); Representative Thomas Reynolds (R-NY) (1); Representative Peter King 

(R-NY) (1); Dominic Carter, Political Anchor, NY1 News (2) 

 

12/28/08 1) Topics include: the Israeli-Hamas conflict: the Obama administration and the U.S. 

relationship with Israel / the factor of a possible land invasion of Gaza by Israel / 

Obama‟s current discussions with Secretary Rice and with his own national security team; 

the status and aspects of the economic recovery plan; the situation with Illinois Governor 

Rod Blagojevich / the question of the release of transcripts of phone conversations which 

Obama aide Rahm Emanuel had with Blagojevich‟s office 

2) Topics include: the probability of the impeachment of Illinois Governor Rod 

Blagojevich and his removal from office / Blagojevich‟s determination to keep his 

position / Lt. Gov. Quinn‟s lack of contact with Blagojevich since August 2007 / 

anticipated removal of Blagojevich by mid-February 2009 / question of Obama‟s 

replacement in the Senate; Lt. Gov. Quinn‟s optimism about reforming the Illinois state 

government 

3) Topics include: the recession: its anticipated duration and severity / its the worldwide 

impact / comparison with the 1930's / the fact that it takes time for a stimulus plan to be 

initiated and then start to take effect / the possibility that the projected monetary figure 

associated with Obama‟s recovery plan may not be big enough / how this recession and 

the response to it might change the U.S. over time / the prospect of actual bipartisan 

consensus in addressing the economic crisis 

Guests: David Axelrod, Obama White House Senior Advisor (1); Illinois Lt. Governor 

Pat Quinn (D) (2); Paul Krugman, economist and author (3) 

Guest Moderator: Chip Reid, Chief White House Correspondent  
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60 MINUTES 

 

12/07/08 “The Oil Kingdom” - a report on the oil industry in Saudi Arabia, the world‟s largest 

supplier of oil.  Despite the pledge of President-elect Barack Obama and others to lessen 

America‟s use of foreign oil, Saudi Arabia isn‟t worried and is gearing up to produce 

more.  With the development of horizontal drilling, they are able to access oil that was 

discovered thirty years ago -- enough to keep the United States as their number one 

customer.  Those interviewed are: Ali Al-Naimi, Oil Minister of Saudi Arabia and de 

facto head of OPEC; Awayyid Al-Shammari, who oversees the mega-project at the 

Shaybah facility; Khalid Abdulqader, project manager at the Khurais field; and Abdallah 

Jum‟ah, President and CEO of Saudi Aramco, the kingdom‟s national oil company.  (C: 

Lesley Stahl - P: Richard Bonin, Kathy Liu)  DOUBLE LENGTH SEGMENT 

“Schnabel” - a profile/interview of American painter and film director Julian Schnabel.  

Includes comments from his wife, Spanish actress Olatz Lopez Garmendia.  (C: Morley 

Safer - P: David Browning) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Andy Gets All Wound Up” - people and their various watches 

(OAD: 12/03/06) 

 

12/14/08 “Barney Frank” - a profile/interview of Representative Barney Frank, Democratic 

congressman from Massachusetts.  As Chairman of the House Financial Services 

Committee, he is at the center of both the $700 billion government bailout for the 

financial industry and the bailout attempt for Detroit‟s automakers that recently failed in 

the Senate.  (C: Lesley Stahl - P: Shachar Bar-On) 

“Where’s The Bottom?” - a report on Alt-A and Option ARM‟s (adjustable rate 

mortgage) -- two popular types of loans that were supposed to be higher-quality 

mortgages -- and their potential impact on the current economic crisis.  The option 

ARM‟s in particular lured borrowers in with ultra-low initial interest rates, called teaser 

rates, sometimes as low as one percent.  But after two, three or five years, those rates 

reset, resulting in higher monthly payments for homeowners.  Now the Alt-A and option 

ARM loans made back in the heyday are starting to reset, causing mortgage payments to 

go up and homeowners to default.  Among those interviewed include: Whitney Tilson, an 

investment fund manager who teamed up with Amherst Securities, an investment firm that 

specializes in mortgages; Miami real estate broker Peter Zalewski, of Condo Vultures 

Realty; and Sean Egan, who runs a credit rating firm that analyzes corporate debt.  (C: 

Scott Pelley - P: David Gelber, Joel Bach) 

“Coach Carroll” - a profile/interview of University of Southern California football coach 

Pete Carroll, who in addition to his success on the field with the USC Trojans, started an 

organization called “A Better LA”, to stop gang violence in Los Angeles.  (C: Byron Pitts 

- P: Catherine Olian, Joyce Cordero) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Andy Answers His Mail” - What's in Andy's mailbag?  See a 

sampling! 
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60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

12/21/08 “Schwarzenegger” - a profile/interview of California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, 

as he faces a potential $40 billion state deficit caused by the economic decline; proposes 

some of the world‟s toughest environmental laws, which would make California a leader 

on climate change; and reflects on his 40th anniversary in America.  (C: Scott Pelley - P: 

Henry Schuster) 

“Screening The TSA” - A report on the safety measures passengers must endure at 

airport security checkpoints since 9/11 and whether or not they are keeping travelers 

protected.  The Transportation Security Administration says they are, but with screeners 

enforcing rules viewed by most travelers as annoying and arbitrary, the TSA has launched 

an image makeover.  Includes comments from: Bruce Schneier, a security expert who has 

advised the TSA and who likens the procedures to “security theater”; and Kip Hawley, 

outgoing head of the TSA, who believes America is under attack from terrorists.  (C: 

Lesley Stahl - P: Karen M. Sughrue) 

“The Orphanage” - a visit to the David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust, the Kenya-based 

orphanage for elephants who were abandoned when they were less than two years old.  

Includes interviews with: Dame Daphne Sheldrick, the orphanage founder who has been 

working with elephants for 50 years and Edwin Lusichi, head of the elephant keepers. (C: 

Bob Simon - P: Michael H. Gavshon) (OAD: 04/09/06; a re-edited version.) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Perusing The Christmas Catalogs” - Looking for something to 

buy?  Andy Rooney isn't! 

 

12/28/08  “The Road to the White House” - a retrospective chronological review of Barack 

Obama‟s road to the presidency, incorporating never-before-seen footage along with 

video excerpts of previously aired 60 MINUTES segments, and unified with an original 

audio narrative by correspondent Steve Kroft, who was also the correspondent for all 

excerpted segments.  Included are: (1) “The Road to the White House” (First Steps) - a 

look back at why 60 MINUTES chose to profile Barack Obama, a then-rising political 

phenomenon, who planned to announce his candidacy for the presidency on 02/10/07 (P: 

L. Franklin Devine, Michael Radutzky, Tom Anderson). (2) “The Road to the White 

House” (The Primaries) - after an enthusiastic beginning, Obama‟s campaign hit a wall, 

and on the eve of the primaries, he trailed Hillary Clinton by nearly 20 points. He learned 

to be a great candidate, and in Iowa, his organization outmaneuvered the Clinton 

campaign and achieved victory, shattering Senator Clinton‟s aura of inevitability. (P: L. 

Franklin Devine, Jennifer MacDonald). (3) “The Road to the White House” (Victory) - 

Obama went to the Democratic convention assured of the nomination and made history as 

the first African-American presidential nominee of a major political party. In the 

campaign, he was locked in a dead-heat with Republican rival John McCain, and 

eventually achieved an historic victory on election night, appearing that night to a 

cheering crowd in Chicago‟s Grant Park (no producers listed). (4) “The Road to the 

White House” (Looking Ahead) - after Obama‟s victory, he remained out of sight, 

getting briefings and conferring with his transition team. His first post-election interview 

was conducted by Steve Kroft, 12 days after the election, and included his wife, Michelle 

Obama . (P: L. Franklin Devine, Michael Radutzky). Excerpts were taken from the 

following previously aired segments: “Barack Obama” (OAD: 02/11/07);  “Obama „08" 

(OAD: 02/10/08);  “Ohio” (OAD: 03/02/08);  “Obama -Biden „08" (OAD: 08/31/08);  

“The Candidates - Obama „08" (OAD: 09/21/08);  “The Inner Circle” (OAD: 11/09/08);  

“The Next First Family” (OAD: 11/16/08). 
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48 HOURS MYSTERY 

 

12/06/08 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “The Guessing Game” - a report on the January 11th, 1999 

murder of Belinda Temple and her unborn child.  A resident of Katy, Texas, Belinda was 

married to David Temple, once the celebrated defensive linebacker at his high school and 

now a successful and respected football coach, and mother to their one son, Evan.  After 

an afternoon of errands with Evan, David returned home to what appeared to be forced 

entry and found Belinda in the couple‟s bedroom closet, shot in the head.  Homicide 

detectives believed that the crime scene had been staged -- nothing was stolen from the 

home and the way the pieces of glass fell from the broken back door of the Temple‟s 

home seemed unusual, as if the glass was broken with the door already opened.  

Detectives were also troubled when they learned that David was having an affair with a 

fellow teacher, Heather Scott, who eventually became his second wife.  Three months 

after the crime, a grand jury was convened, but nobody was indicted.  With no DNA 

evidence, no eyewitnesses, no murder weapon, and no incriminating fingerprints linking 

David Temple to the crime, years passed until 2004, when Scott Peterson was convicted 

of killing his pregnant wife in a trial that captured the nation‟s attention.  The similarities 

in both murders gave authorities a renewed confidence in their circumstantial case against 

David.  Prosecutor Kelly Siegler finally got some forensic evidence, when after years of 

laboratory snafus and delays, a critical FBI report came back and indicated traces of 

gunshot residue on David‟s jacket.  On November 29th, 2004, David was arrested for the 

murder of his wife, Belinda.  After a contentious trial with David‟s attorney, Dick 

DeGuerin, David was found guilty and sentenced to life in prison.  He will be eligible for 

parole in 2037, when he will be 69 years old.   (C: Richard Schlesinger - P: Gail Abbott 

Zimmerman, Jenna Jackson) 

 

12/13/08 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Deadline For Justice” (9:00-10:00p) - A report on the cold 

cases of two young women, both new to the areas where they lived, who were both raped 

and murdered. In the first case, in 2002, young television reporter  Jennifer Servo was 

found murdered weeks after moving to Abeline, Texas to begin a new job at KRBC-TV. 

Co-workers suspected an ex-boyfriend, Ralph Sepulveda, who had moved to Texas with 

her, but with whom she had recently broken up. Investigators also suspected a fellow 

reporter, Brian Travers, who had recently begun a romantic relationship with Jennifer. In 

the five years since the murder, police have not been able to make an arrest but vow not to 

give up until the case is solved. In the second case, Patty Scoville moved to Vermont in 

September 1991 to become a children‟s ski instructor, but just three weeks later, she 

disappeared and was found raped and murdered on a local scenic hiking trail. The 

investigation turned up more than 20 suspects: men Patty knew or those who had been in 

the park that day. The best evidence in solving the murder would be DNA, but Vermont 

was one of the last states to have a DNA data base. After seven years of lobbying by her 

parents, the Vermont DNA database was enacted into law. Seven additional years after it 

was established, and fourteen years after the murder the case was solved: Howard 

Godfrey, a 59-year-old window installer, was charged and found guilty.  (C: Harold Dow 

- P: Josh Gelman, Shoshanah Wolfson) (OAD: 04/19/08; Includes brief updated text 

graphic at the conclusion.) 
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48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

12/13/08 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Invitation To A Murder” (10:00-11:00p) - Police called 

Mark Winger a hero on Aug. 29, 1995 when he seemingly tried to save his wife, Donnah, 

from being bludgeoned to death in their home by Roger Harrington, a man with a history 

of mental illness, whom Winger shot and killed. Four years later, DeAnn Schultz, 

Donnah‟s best friend, revealed to police that she and Mark Winger had been having an 

affair and that he had talked about killing his wife. Polaroid pictures revealing the 

position of the victims‟ bodies at the scene of the killings showed that Winger‟s account 

of the events lacked credibility. Seven years after the deaths of Donnah Winger and Roger 

Harrington, Mark Winger was tried and found guilty of murder. He was sentenced to life 

in prison. Segments include: “Shattered”; “A Hero‟s Tale”; “Dark Secret”; “Changing 

Tide”; “Hero Or Villain?” (C: Richard Schlesinger - Sr. P: Hal Gessner - P: Gail 

Zimmerman, Doug Longhini, Ian Paisley) 

Update for the 12/13/08 rebroadcast: In the Spring of 2005, an inmate at the prison in 

Pontiac came forward and said that Mark Winger tried to involve him in a murder-for-hire 

plot, with DeAnn Schultz as the intended victim and if money allowed, to also kill his 

father-in-law, Ira Drescher.  In June 2007, Winger stood trial in Pontiac and claimed that 

the whole thing was a fantasy he never planned to carry out.  Mark Winger was convicted 

of soliciting murder and sentenced to another 35 years.  He will never be eligible for 

parole.  Winger‟s second wife has divorced him.  Donnah‟s parents, Sara Jane and Ira 

Drescher, are helping other abused women and have established a fund in Donnah‟s name 

at “Women in Distress”, an organization dedicated to empowering domestic violence 

victims.  (C: Richard Schlesinger - P: Gail Abbott Zimmerman, Doug Longhini)  (OAD: 

01/15/03; 1st rebroadcast: 06/13/03; 2nd rebroadcast: 08/25/04, included an update.) 

 

12/20/08 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Power, Passion and Poison” - a report on the death of 50-

year-old Kathy Augustine, a career politician from Nevada. Questions arose about the 

cause of her death after police received a tip from her husband‟s co-worker that she may 

have been poisoned, and toxicology reports further confirmed the presence of the 

powerful paralytic drug Succinylcholine.  That discovery led to further questions about 

the death three years earlier of her estranged husband, Charles Augustine; her subsequent 

and immediate marriage to Chaz Higgs, a nurse who had cared for him, and if politics 

played any part in her death.  Upon further investigation, Chaz Higgs was arrested and 

charged with the murder of Kathy Augustine.  He is currently free on bail and his trial is 

scheduled to begin next month.  Nevada authorities are no longer investigating alleged 

threats against Augustine by political enemies.  Includes interviews with Augustine‟s 

parents,  Phil & Kay Alfano; Reno Police  Detective, Dave Jenkins; Charles Augustine‟s 

sons from a previous marriage, Larry and Greg.  (C: Troy Roberts - P: Lisa Freed, Doug 

Longhini, Steven Reiner) 

Update for this rebroadcast: At the trial, prosecutor Christopher Hicks portrayed Chaz 

Higgs as a calculated murderer, but defense attorney David Houston revealed that it was 

discovered that Kathy Augustine had a heart condition - mitral valve prolapse with 

regurgitation - and argued that she died of a heart attack.  The coroner‟s office disagreed 

and stood by their original conclusion, that Kathy Augustine died from Succinylcholine 

toxicity.   Chaz Higgs took the stand for his defense and that night, tried to commit 

suicide by slitting his wrists.  Two days later, he returned to court, was cross examined, 

and denied that it was a sympathy ploy.  After nine days of testimony, the jury found Chaz 

Higgs guilty of first degree murder.  He was sentenced to life in prison, but is eligible for 

parole in twenty years.  Higgs is appealing his conviction.  (C: Troy Roberts - P: Lisa 

Freed, Linda Martin, Doug Longhini, Steven Reiner)  (OAD: 05/05/07; includes an 

update.) 
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48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

12/27/08 48 HOURS SPECIAL PRESENTATION: “The Lord’s Boot Camp” (8:00-9:00p) - 

In the summer of 2007, Tabitha Taylor, Nicole Scrivener and Valerie Smith were among 

the 700 American teenagers who attended a two-week session at The Lord‟s Boot Camp, 

a no-frills training camp in central Florida where the participants face physical and mental 

challenges as they prepare to embark on Christian evangelical missions in the U.S. and 

Africa.  The cameras follow each of the three girls as they individually experience and 

express their reactions to their training, their subsequent missions in Africa or Indiana, 

and their eventual return home.  Commentary is given by: Tabitha Taylor, of Bellwood, 

PA; Nicole Scrivener, of Tallahassee, FLA; Valerie Smith, of Las Vegas, NV; Bob Bland, 

founder, The Lord‟s Camp; Linda Maher, pre-teen coordinator, The Lord‟s Camp; Doug 

Peterson, director of the Zambia Mission, Ndola, Zambia, Africa. (Executive Producer: 

Susan Zirinsky. Producers: Steven Reiner, Gregory F. McLaughlin) (OAD: 04/12/08) 

 

CBS RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL SPECIALS 

 

12/07/08 “Caring For God’s Creation” - A presentation and discussion on the ongoing attempt to 

encourage Protestant, Roman Catholic, Jewish, Islamic, and other New Jersey 

congregations to address environmental issues and “think green.”  Reverend Fletcher 

Harper, Executive Director of GreenFaith, an interfaith environmental coalition based in 

New Jersey, discusses the recent interest in environmental issues and encourages religious 

groups to understand and address what those issues are, as well as explain how the poor 

are especially victimized by the pollution caused by an economy of waste.  In Livingston, 

NJ, Rabbi Clifford Kulwin of Congregation B‟nai Abraham and Tracey Bent, Facilities 

Manager, explains why the Congregation decided to go green and installed over 400 solar 

panels, which provide part of its electrical needs.  In Newark, NJ, members of the First 

Hopewell Baptist Church and their Pastor, the Reverend Antonio Porter and Associate 

Minister Reverend Esther Haire, join GreenFaith on a tour of some of the toxic sites in 

and around their city, in order to gain a mightier voice in cleaning up their city‟s air and 

water.  At St. Mary‟s, a Franciscan-run parish in Pompton Lakes, NJ, high school students 

sort through the vast institution‟s raw garbage and trash, under the guidance of Stacey 

Kennealy of GreenFaith, in order to recycle their waste, while the Pastor, Reverend Kevin 

Downey, O.F.M., explains the Franciscan connection to greening in a greedy world.  In a 

science classroom at Al-Hikmah Islamic School in Prospect Park, NJ, the principal, 

Ammany Khattab, discusses the problems of pollution and global warming and why 

Islamic tradition requires “greener” living, with help from GreenFaith and the student‟s 

teacher.  Also featured is the Rabbi Lawrence Troster of GreenFaith, as he visits an 

Episcopal Church, St. John on the Mountain, in Bernardsville, NJ, to encourage church 

elders to join the green movement.  (Producer & Narrator: Ted Holmes.  Associate 

Producer: Aysha Ghadiali.  Executive Producer & Director: John P. Blessington.  

Produced in consultation with: National Council of Churches; United States Conference 

of Catholic Bishops; The Islamic Society of North America; Union for Reform Judaism; 

New York Board of Rabbis.) 
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CBS RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL SPECIALS 

 

12/24/08 “Voices of Christmas From The National Council of Churches” - a Christmas special 

featuring the music of Christmas from a wide spectrum of the Christian faith groups that 

make up the interdenominational National Council of Churches. Choirs and musicians 

from Presbyterian, African-American Baptist, Lutheran, Moravian and Brethren traditions 

are featured, along with brief reflections on the meaning of Christmas from clergy and 

laypersons from Methodist, Reformed, Orthodox, Episcopal and other Christian 

communions.  The program is produced in observance of the 100th anniversary of the 

American ecumenical movement. Host: Dr. Michael Kinnamon, General Secretary of the 

National Council of Churches. Produced by the National Council of Churches. Executive 

Producer: Wesley M. Pattillo. Producer/Writer: Bill Turpie. Executive Producer for CBS: 

John P. Blessington 
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