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Station KSCW is a CW Network affiliate in its service area.  In carrying out its 

responsibilities as a public trustee, the station deals with and is responsive to the principal 

issues arising in its community on a continuing basis.  A variety of specials, public 

service announcements, public affairs programs and broadcasts on matter of concern to 

our community are supplemented, in some cases, with in-community projects.  Our most 

significant programming, which has dealt with current community issues during the 

preceding three-month period, is set forth below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Specific Treatment of Community Issues  

 

News stories carried in the M-F and Sunday 7am Morning Newscasts and the 

rebroadcast of the daily KWCH 10:00pm newscasts, Monday through Sunday, 

ranging in length of 45 seconds or more, address community issues.   

 

 

News stories carried in the M-F 4pm and M-Sunday 9pm Newscasts ranging in 

length of 45 seconds or more, address community issues.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
COMMUNITY ISSUES 

 

 

Crime – Reports on criminal activity throughout the entire viewing area as well as the 

rest of the country and the world.  Here we are listing just a few of the stories that were 

included in our newscast this quarter. 

 

Community - Connecting with the all members of the community and serving their 

specific and special needs is important in a diverse culture. In Wichita, as in most 

communities, there is a need for the public and private organizations to contribute money, 

time, and services to important issues, organizations, and causes within their community.  

As a public medium, we carry a responsibility to let the community know about 

important causes that are worthy of public support.  

 

Economy - The economy is of major importance to Kansas residents.  Continuing growth 

keeps our employment rate high; new contract acquisitions by the local aircraft 

manufacturers, old businesses leaving town, new businesses coming in, proposed tax 

increases/decreases, and major weather concerns for residences and businesses. All of 

these factors impact the community, and are of ongoing interest and concern for our 

viewing audience.  

 

Education – Coverage of educational issues in the viewing area including the various 

school districts, higher education facilities, and communities. 

 

Environment - Environment issues and concerns are of interest are aired regularly in  

newscasts to keep viewers informed of the latest in  Environmental technology, 

treatments, advisories, etc.   

 

Health & Safety - In Wichita, as in most communities, there is a need for public 

awareness of certain public and personal safety issues, and as a public medium, it is our 

responsibility to help ensure that a message is disseminated.  

 

Politics – Coverage of the issues and decisions by city, county and state government can 

affect them.     
 



 

 

Description of Programs Providing Most 

Significant Treatment of Community Issues 
 

Program    Day   Time 

 

Eyewitness News This Morning  M-F & Sunday  7:00-9:00am 

This is a locally produced live news program that presents a mix on news, weather, sports, and issue related 

stories. The issue responsive program segments are usually 45 seconds in duration, unless otherwise noted. 

 

Eyewitness News @ 4pm   M-F   4:00-4:30pm 

This is a locally produced live news program that presents a mix on news, weather, sports, and issue related 

stories. The issue responsive program segments are usually 45 seconds in duration, unless otherwise noted. 

 

Eyewitness News @ 9pm   M-F   9:00-9:30pm 

This is a locally produced live news program that presents a mix on news, weather, sports, and issue related 

stories. The issue responsive program segments are usually 45 seconds in duration, unless herwise noted. 

 

The Brett & Sierra Show  M-F   4:30-5:00pm  repeats 1:30am 

This is a locally produced  show hosted by Brett Harris and Sierra Scott who highlight local events, 

entertainment, shopping, dining, arts and fun things to do with family and friends in Wichita and across 

Kansas. 

 

The Catch it Kansas Show  Fridays August - May 11:00pm 

This is a locally produced live sports program that recaps the local sporting events at the High School level. 

 

Eyewitness News at 10:00  Mon-Sun  1:00am – 1:30am Rebroadcast 

KSCW rebroadcasts the M-F 10:00pm News Program produced by KWCH. This is a locally produced live 

news programs that presents a mix on news, weather, sports, and issue related stories. The issue responsive 

program segments are usually two minutes in duration, unless otherwise noted. 

 

First Business   Monday – Friday  4:30am-5:00am 

First Business is a nationally syndicated program that previews the day’s news and trading day, digging 

deeper for the real ideas to make their money work. 

 

AG am in Kansas   Monday-Friday   6:00-6:30pm 

AG am in Kansas is a locally produced half-hour agriculture show on television in the state of Kansas.  At 

AG am in Kansas, the on-going mission is to tell Good News stories about the people, places and things 

relating to Agriculture in Kansas.  The show is produced in coordination with Kansas State University's 

Research and the Extension Department. 

 

Ag Day    Monday-Friday  6:30-7:00pm 

Ag Day is a syndicated daily half-hour television program presented in magazine format focusing on 

agriculture news, agribusiness, and country living. It is hosted by Clinton Griffiths. 

 

Face The Nation Page 2  Sunday   10:00am 

The second half hour of the weekly CBS program discussing a spectrum of national and international 

issues. 

 

Kansas Ag Report  Saturdays   6:00am beginning Sep 6 

Regionally produced program focusing on Kansas Agriculture. 

 

Public Service    All Days   Any times 

KSCW broadcasts local and national public service announcements of varying lengths throughout its 

broadcast schedule. Some of the announcements are part of campaigns on one subject.  

 



 

 

Special Programming 

 

Mon  7/21 9:35-10:05pm  KS 4th Congressional District Republican Candidate Forum (R) 

Eyewitness News Anchor Michael Schwanke conducts a Live forum with the candidates for the 4th 

Congressional District Republican primary race between Mike Pompeo and Todd Tiahrt.



 

 

July Sweeps Special Reports 

 

Eyewitness News took our hometown anchors on the road for the month of July.  The idea was born out of 

our #KSProud station initiative in which we showcase all that we are proud of here in Kansas.  

Meteorologist Ross Janssen kicked off the month in his hometown of Geneseo, Melissa took a ride on the 

rails in Newton, Michael spent a very cool July Thursday at a water park in Colby (and he also visited his 

family bowling alley), and Roger finished up in his hometown of Hutchinson.  Promotions also got 

involved working with the local city councils to make sure anchors had the day named after them.  The 

anchors really got involved in turning an extensive amount of content in their hometowns, AND we sent a 

news crew out weeks beforehand to turn an extended-length feature of the region. 



 

 

CRIME 

 

7/1/2014  7am 

Today marks 15 years since Adam Herrman was last seen. Since then many tips have come in to the 

Towanda boy's whereabouts but searches have come up empty. I'll talk with butler county sheriff Kelly 

Herzet coming up in about an hour.  We'll talk about Herrman's disappearance and the last 15 years. You 

can also watch factfinder 12 investigator Michael Schwanke's exclusive interview with Adam’s adoptive 

father at k-w-c-h dot com. 

 

7/2/2014  8am 

New at eight, a catholic church here in Kansas has now been ordered to pay over a million dollars for 

violating a contract with sex abuse victims. The new fine comes six years after the catholic diocese of 

Kansas City reached a 10 million dollar settlement with the victims.  The church will now pay an additional 

1 point1 million for violating parts of the contract which put children at risk. 

 

7/3/2014  4pm 

In the crime watch, an unregistered sex offender has been arrested for lewd and lascivious behavior at the 

downtown ymca.  It happened at the ymca on north market.  Police say 39-year-old Charles miller exposed 

himself and did inappropriate things in front of children.  Police say the adults in charge of the kids did 

what they should've done in this case.  According to the Kansas public offender registry, miller was 

convicted of molesting a 3-year-old child in California in 2005. As terms of his sentence, he was ordered to 

register as a sex offender for life.  The offender site says miller last updated his information in May of this 

year. 

 

7/4/2014  9pm 

A Hutchinson man is in jail tonight following a 7 hour standoff with police.  Police say, Thomas Fee 

barricaded himself inside a home near 14-th and Washington around 9 this morning.  Neighbors say, they 

heard multiple guns shots early this morning.  That's when they called police.  When police arrived, they 

found fee locked inside the home. Tear gas and bean bags were used to take fee into custody.  No one was 

hurt. 

 

7/5/2014  9pm 

A Wichita woman ended 4th of July in jail.  After police say she was chasing people with fireworks.  

Wichita Police say the fireworks the 39-year-old was using were lit... And she sprayed three people with 

the sparks.  It happened at the 11-hundred block of north Broadway.  There were no injuries reported.  The 

woman was booked into the Sedgwick county jail. 

 

7/6/2014  9pm 

In the crime watch, an overnight shooting in Wichita sends a man to the hospital.  Wichita police say this is 

the third shooting this weekend.   Police responded to the 1500 block of north Pinecrest. To shots fired.  

The man who was shot was taken to the hospital and is now listed in stable condition.  As police 

investigated the scene, they found several bullet casings and bullets in houses in the area.  If you have any 

information call Wichita police. 

 

7/7/2014  7am 

More than a year after the Boston marathon bombing, the first trial is about to begin.  A friend of accused 

bomber dzhokhar tsarnaev is accused of obstructing justice.  Prosecutors say he took a backpack with 

fireworks inside from tsarnaev's dorm room after seeing his picture on the news. 

 

7/8/2014  4pm 

An eyewitness helps lead police to a man... Investigators believe is responsible for a rape in an east Wichita 

park.  Someone called 911 after seeing a suspicious person in east view park.  It's the same place the 

woman was jogging when she reported the attack back in June. Roger Cornish is in the newsroom with how 

police found the suspect.  Police had been following 44-year-old Benton Baskin since a person called 9-1-1 

on June 23rd.  That caller reported a suspicious person near the same park where the crime happened 10 

days earlier.  A woman was jogging through the park at 3 p-m that day when a man pulled a knife on her 



 

 

and forced her into nearby bushes.  That's where the sexual assault occurred.   Police used forensic 

evidence to make the arrest this week.  Police say Baskin has a criminal history... But none of his past 

convictions are for sexual assault. Officers arrested him on suspicion of aggravated criminal sodomy and 

aggravated kidnapping. The case will be presented to the district attorney's office on Wednesday.  New 

tonight on eyewitness news at five on k-w-c-h... Hear reaction from neighbors in that area. 

 

7/9/2014  8am 

In the crime watch, a Wichita man is behind bars after police say he sexually assaulted a jogger in broad 

daylight.  44-year-old Benton Baskin was taken into custody Monday following a tip from a neighbor.  

Police say the crime happened nearly two weeks ago at Eastview Park.  Baskin does have a criminal 

history, but it does not include any cases of sexual assault. 

 

7/10/2014 7am 

Investigators have identified a "strong suspect" in a rash of arson fires near hays. The Ellis County sheriff 

says he's waiting for lab results that could connect that person to the fires. 20 fires were set in rural Ellis 

County between march 6th and march 16th of this year.  Ten of those fires were set in less than 3 hours.  

Most of the damage was to grassland, but sheds and a horse trailer were also burned. 

 

7/11/2014 4pm 

Police say at least two men broke into Cornejo and sons construction early this morning and made off with 

thousands of dollars’ worth of copper and metal.  Police told Hannah Davis the suspects may have gotten 

away, if it wasn't for the help of someone passing by. When workers first arrived Friday morning they saw 

a man running along this wall. And police say the thieves used this dolly to get the property to their car.  

Those workers quickly called 911 after they saw that man run off. Soon police were on the scene collecting 

evidence while other officers looked for the men who broke in. Police say they stole copper and other metal 

from this site and loaded up their car that was waiting along k-15. When workers arrived... The thieves ran 

off... And could have gotten away if it weren't for a driver on k-15 who noticed what was going on. That 

driver followed the car for a short while and called police who were able to make an arrest nearby. Police 

say the thieves  took thousands of dollars’ worth of copper and metal... But it should soon be returned. 

They also say there was little damage to the site.  

 

7/13/2014 9pm 

Wichita police are searching for a suspect after a robbery in north Wichita.  Police say a large amount of 

cash was stolen at gun point from m & v's check cashing.. That's on the 22 hundred block of north 

Arkansas.  It happened on Friday... Just after 1 in the afternoon.  The suspect was last seen running west on 

22nd street from the business.  If you have any information on the robbery, please contact the Wichita 

police department. 

 

7/15/2014 7am 

We'll continue asking questions about this story.  We now know... A teen who investigators believe caused 

a triple deadly crash this weekend...admitted earlier in the night he had taken some kind of acid.   Butler 

county sheriff Kelly Herzet told eyewitness news deputies responded to a disturbance Saturday night. 16-

year-old Dominic Stolfi told deputies he had taken some kind of acid like l-s-d...this was around 2:30 

Sunday morning.  Herzet said deputies couldn't arrest Stolfi because the drug wasn't on scene.  They were 

assured by his father he would take his son to the hospital.  Herzet says that apparently didn't happen.  At 

some point...Stolfi was able to get the keys and drive the wrong way down k-254.  He crashed head-on into 

another car around 6 a.m....killing two women inside.  Stolfi also died.  The crash is still under 

investigation. 

 

 

7/16/2014 8am 

New this morning, one person is in critical condition right now after being stabbed in an overnight robbery.  

Around 1-40 officers were called to the fabric care at harry and George Washington boulevard for a 

robbery.  Police say a man who regularly visits the business... Walked in and demanded money.  The clerk 

refused... And that's when police say he was stabbed in the stomach with a large kitchen knife.  The suspect 



 

 

ran away.   The clerk was taken to the hospital in critical condition.  Police found the suspect, and have 

been questioning him. 

 

7/17/2014 4pm 

A Kansas City couple was shot while car shopping with their child.  It happened yesterday when they 

responded to a car for sale ad on craigslist. Police say the two were also robbed and their vehicle was 

stolen.  The man suffered non-life-threatening injuries.  The woman's condition is not known at this time.  

There was a three-year-old boy with them at the time, but he was not hurt.  Police are searching for the 

robbers. 

 

7/18/2014 7am 

In the crime watch, one of four defendants charged in a double murder enters a plea deal. Braden smith 

testified Thursday against tony Bluml...Kisha Shaberg and drew Ellington.  Tony was the adopted son of 

roger and Melissa Bluml who were shot outside of their valley center area home.  Smith says that he wasn't 

at the scene of the crime when it happened but he did provide the guns used.  Smith also says Schaberg told 

him- she walked up to Melissa’s car door and shot her and then did the same to roger Bluml.  Prosecutors 

say the case revolves around the defendants plotting to kill the couple for inheritance money.  In exchange 

for testimony, smith pleaded guilty to second degree murder.  The other three were bound over for trial. 

 

7/19/2014 9pm 

Covering Kansas, a Topeka man is charged with attempted first-degree murder after being accused of 

kidnapping a 4-year-old girl and trying to drown her.  Brian Mahkuk was arrested Friday afternoon after 

witnesses say he took the girl into the yard of a private residence.  And held her underwater in a swimming 

pool.  A witness was able to rescue the girl, and Mahkuk was booked into the Shawnee County jail. 

 

7/20/2014 9pm 

Also in the crime watch, police say this man robbed an emporia convenience store overnight.  It happened 

about 1-30 this morning at the *short stop convenience* store on merchant street.  The suspect threatened 

the clerk with a handgun.  He got away with cash.  If you have any information about the robbery or know 

who this suspect is... Contact emporia police. 

 

7/21/2014 8am 

In the crime watch,17 storage units were broken into over the weekend. It was at the public storage in the 

14-hundred block of Tyler.  Police say a saw was used to cut into the storage units. Renter Steve Jones says  

the area is cleaned up and new locks are on the damaged doors.  He uses several storage units for his 

mattress business and says he's not happy that he was never told about the incident. An employee at public 

storage said she couldn't comment on the incident or who was contacted about it. 

 

7/22/2014 7am 

New this morning, one person should be okay after being shot Monday night.  Police were called to the 12-

hundred block of north spruce around 10. They found a man shot in the front yard of a home.  He told 

police he didn't know who shot him.  Police are talking with eyewitnesses in the area.       

 

7/23/2014 4pm 

Also in the crime watch, the man accused of killing 5-year-old Cadence Harris of Atchison has officially 

been charged in her death. 30-year-old Marcus McGowan was formally charged today with first-degree 

murder, aggravated assault and other charges. McGowan is accused of kidnapping Harris and leading 

police on a chase across state lines.  Before it ended in a shootout with police in Leavenworth Friday.  

Harris died at the scene, and investigators believe McGowan - who was dating the girl's mother - was the 

one who shot her.  He is being held in the Leavenworth County jail. 

 

7/25/2014 7am 

The Kansas Supreme Court is expected to make a decision in the Carr brothers case today.  Lawyers for 

convicted killers Jonathan and Reginald Carr say they should have been tried separately. Today we'll find 

out whether the high court agrees.  Justices heard the Carr brothers' appeal back in December.  Both were 

sentenced to death for murdering 5 people in December of 2000 -- a case known as the "Wichita massacre."  



 

 

Lawyers argued the brothers didn't get a fair trial because they spent as much time defending against one 

another as they did arguing the prosecution's case.  The ruling is expected around 9-30 this morning.  We're 

watching for it, we'll send out an alert on our kwch app just as soon as it comes down.  Our app is free to 

download on android or apple devices.    

      

7/26/2014 9pm 

A junction city man is dead, after being run over by a truck.  Officers were called to a disturbance this 

morning.  And found 23-year-old Cody Martin of Junction City lying in the roadway.  Martin was taken to 

a hospital, where he was pronounced dead.  The truck that hit him has not been found.  The incident is 

under investigation. 

 

7/27/2014 9pm 

In the crime watch, a Wichita woman is stabbed just after midnight.  It happened near 10th and Broadway 

downtown.  The woman says she was on her way to visit a friend when another woman attacked her. The 

victim walked to a bar close by, where she noticed she had been stabbed in the stomach.  She was taken to 

the hospital where she is now in stable condition. No arrests have been made. 

 

7/28/2014 7am 

The man accused of leaving the scene of a deadly crash should be in court this week.  He faces second 

degree murder charges.  Wichita police say the suspect ran a red light and hit a vehicle...killing three people 

inside. Two others were taken to the hospital. Family members have identified Jake Hallacy and Zach 

Taylor as two of the victims. Both were from valley center.   Anne Meyer talked with family and friends 

about the two.  Family and friends visited the site of the crash Sunday, where a memorial to the victims 

continues to grow.  They said Zack Taylor survived cancer in high school.   And that he and jake Hallacy 

had been buddies since they were kids.  A driver and front seat passenger survived the crash, but both were 

seriously injured and taken to the hospital.  Initially police say the driver of the ford expedition left the 

crash. Officers later found the man and made the arrest.   In the morning, crime scene investigators were 

back at the site - collecting evidence, and trying to learn more about what happened here. The man police 

arrested also faces charges of reckless driving and leaving the scene of an accident.  The mothers of both 

men who died say they're not mad at him. They're just focused on remembering their sons - and praying for 

those who are still recovering at the hospital. 

 

7/29/2014 8am 

A Kansas inmate is sentenced for attacking a prosecuting attorney.  Michael Sherman of Hutchinson will 

serve 21 years in prison for attacking a county prosecutor in a Reno County courtroom.  Sherman 

apologized for the July 2013 attack.  It happened while he was being sentenced in another case.  That's 

when Sherman leaped from his chair putting the attorney in a headlock before others in the courtroom 

pulled him away. 

 

7/30/2014 4pm 

Seth Jackson was formally charged by the d-a with murder in the first degree.  With an alternate charge of 

murder in the second degree, the 29-year-old is accused of leaving his 10-month-old foster daughter in his 

car for hours on a hot July day.  That led to the girl's death last Thursday.  Jackson's mom told eyewitness 

news... Jackson had a 5-year-old boy and the baby girl in the car.  The 5-year-old needed to use the 

restroom... So Jackson ran him inside.  Police say 10-month-old Kadillac was left in the hot car for 2 hours.  

Police arrested Jackson on *aggravated child endangerment charges*... But again those have changed.  The 

d-a is charging him with *murder in the first degree* at this time.  His bond has been raised to 250-

thousand-dollars... And he is not allowed to have any contact with anyone on the witness list which 

includes the other foster father whom he called his husband.  His next court hearing is scheduled for august 

13th. 

 

7/31/2014 9pm 

A man accused in a deadly crash that killed three people near towne west...  Is charged with three counts of 

second degree murder.  Juan Gandara-Rodela is accused of hitting a car. Killing Jake Hallacy, Zack Taylor, 

and Emily Phillips.  Two others were hurt in the crash.  In court this afternoon, Gandara-Rodela told the 

judge... He understood the charges against him.  But he had one question about his wife... Who's on the 



 

 

witness list.  Right now he cannot have any contact with her.  Gandara-Rodela is now being held on a half-

million dollar bond.  He'll be back in court in two weeks. 

 

8/1/2014  7am 

Should lie-detector tests be allowed in court?  The defense in a Dodge City child death case says yes.  

Three year-old Natalie pickle died in 2008.  She was in the care of her mother's boyfriend at the time...who 

told police Natalie fell off the bed.  But medical experts testified her head injuries didn't match the story.  

Factfinder 12 looks at the lie-detector debate when it comes to Kansas courts. Polygraph tests are used by 

police and attorneys but not as evidence in court because it's not always accurate.  But the pickle case will 

test that. The defense is arguing to allow the tests results in court. We talked to an attorney who says there's 

a lot to consider with lie detector tests.  He says the results depend on the operator and the person taking it. 

The tests don't tell you whether a person is telling the truth....it only tells you what the person believes. 

Attorneys are going to be watching this case closely--and whether the polygraph results are allowed or 

not...it will ultimately be decided by the supreme court.  Other states have allowed them...but only under 

limited circumstances.  

 

8/2/2014  9pm 

We're following a developing story.  The foster father charged in the death of a girl... Left in a hot car... 

Bonded out of jail.  Seth Jackson’s attorney... Says his client made bail this afternoon and was released on 

bond.  Jackson is charged with first-degree murder in the death of, kaddilak poe-jones.  The girl died after 

prosecutors say Jackson left her in a hot car for more than two hours. During a bond hearing just yesterday. 

Prosecutors said Jackson had bought some marijuana, and went inside to consume it, while the little girl 

was still in the car.  We're following tonight's developments.  New at 10 on k-w-c-h 12... We look closer at 

exactly what these charges could mean for Jackson. 

 

8/3/2014  9pm 

In the crime watch, fast food robbers... Leave two employees in the freezer.  Police say two men entered 

this sonic... just after employees opened this morning around 7. They pointed a gun at one of them and told 

her to open the safe.  They grabbed some money... Put the two employees in the freezer then took off.  

Police say no description of the robbers is available. 

 

8/5/2014  4pm 

In the crime watch, a Saline county teen charged with first degree murder in saline county court today... 

Accused of killing her younger sister. 13-year-old Galazia Niehaus was found dead in her family home last 

Friday.   her 14-year-old sister sierra is accused of stabbing her. Sierra was formally charged with first-

degree murder by a judge at her first appearance this morning.  She’ll remain at a juvenile detention 

facility.  Prosecutors are considering trying her as an adult. 

 

8/7/2014  7am 

Police are investigating another shooting Wednesday night.  It happened in the 64-hundred block of 

pepperwood court...that's near 29th and Woodlawn...just before 10. The victim was taken to the hospital but 

is expected to be okay. 

 

8/8/2014  4pm 

In the crime watch, police now believe a  shooting we reported yesterday with four victims  was related to  

illegal gambling.  Around 4 yesterday morning, officers were called to this apartment complex in the 26-

hundred block of north grove.  They tell us it was known gambling site. Police says 4 people were shot 

when individuals upset over a gambling dispute returned to "seek justice". 

 

8/9/2014  9pm 

In the crime watch, bullets hit a home where two girls were playing late last night. And that was just one of 

three homes hit.  Police were called to the 13-hundred block of north terrace late last night.  Police believe 

it may have been a drive-by shooting with the suspects using a shot gun.  One person whose home was hit... 

Says his daughter and niece were playing in the room near where the bullet hit. if you have any information 

about the shootings  call the Wichita police department. 

 



 

 

8/10/2014 9pm 

In the crime watch, a man ends up in the hospital, after his friend accidentally shoots him in the back.  

Police say the 21-year-old was driving down the street near second and Estelle with three other people 

around 1:30 this morning.  A 24-year-old man sitting behind him...  Had a gun that accidentally went off, 

shooting the driver in the back.  Officers were able to find the friend... And booked him into jail on a 

charge of *aggravated battery*. 

 

8/11/2014 7am 

One of our own eyewitness news anchors is caught in the middle of a high speed chase through east 

Wichita. Melissa Scheffler captured this video while she and her husband where driving Saturday night.  

You can see police taking the suspect into custody after he crashed through a fence near central and 

Greenwich. That suspect is now facing more than two dozen charges.  Anne Meyer spoke with witnesses 

including Melissa Scheffler in our continuing coverage. Ok it looks like they are putting someone in the 

back of that police vehicle, he’s wearing a white shirt and he's handcuffed.  You're listening to Melissa 

Scheffler as she recorded the arrest of a suspect in a police chase in east Wichita Saturday night. She also 

shot video of multiple officers getting to the scene.  Melissa and her husband just happened to be in the area 

of central and Greenwich when everything went down. We were driving here on central and about right in 

this area we saw two police cars coming at us full blast lights and sirens, everyone was pulling over on the 

side of the road.  What she didn't record, was an officer pulling up behind their car.  He pulled out spike 

strips to try and stop the driver. That's when the white or silver truck came plowing maybe 70 miles per 

hour that’s what we were thinking, it was pretty quick and hit the spike strips right behind us my husband 

says was probably feet away from hitting us.  Officers eventually caught the driver less than a mile away, 

when he crashed onto Beechcraft property.  Turns out it's the second time he crashed in that area during the 

chase.  Police tell us he got out of the first car with stolen plates about a half hour before his arrest, and 

took another car. That is the chase Melissa shot.  It's a story her and her husband will never forget.  Right 

now police have still not released the identity of that suspect.  That is one thing we hope to learn later today 

at this morning's daily news briefing with police.  Meanwhile the suspect's bond has been set at more than 

300-thousand dollars and he is expected to make his first appearance in court later this week. 

 

8/12/2014 4pm 

Police postpone the release of the name of the officer involved in the death of an 18-year-old in Missouri 

because of threats made against the officer.  Wendy Gillette has the latest. 

 

8/13/2014 9pm 

We begin tonight with breaking news of a shooting in south Wichita.  Michael Schwanke joins us from the 

breaking news desk with what we know right now.  The shooting happened about an hour ago in the 19-

hundred block of south Seneca.  Here's a live look from the area right now where police are still on scene.  

Here's what officers are telling us.  A black truck was going southbound on Seneca around eight tonight 

when the driver had a verbal dispute with a guy on a bicycle.  The biker pulled out a gun and shot the driver 

of the truck in the face.  He was taken to the hospital in critical condition.  The truck driver’s wife was also 

with him at the time but she was not hurt.  We are being told that the bicycle rider was taken into police 

custody.  We'll continue to follow this story and bring you any updates at kwch dot com. 

 

8/14/2014 8am 

Road rage involving a bike rider turns to a shooting in south Wichita. Police were called to the 19-hundred 

block of south Seneca Wednesday night. That's where they found a man shot.   Police say, the drive of a 

truck got into an argument with a bicycle rider.  The biker then pulled out a gun and shot the driver of the 

truck.  He was taken to Wesley medical center in critical condition. The biker was arrested. 

 

8/15/2014 7am 

We should learn more about an officer-involved shooting this morning.  An officer responded to a domestic 

call when a man confronted him with a weapon.  This happened yesterday in Newton. That's when the 

officer fired his weapon.  Neighbors say this is something that just doesn't happen there.  Another neighbor 

tells eyewitness news the man and his wife would fight two to three times a week but he never thought it 

would lead to this. 

 



 

 

8/18/2014 4pm 

One person is hurt after a shooting in Salina earlier this afternoon.  Police aren't releasing many details. 

Roger Cornish is live from the newsroom with what we know.  An eyewitness says one man was shot in the 

leg at an apartment near 2nd and pacific in Salina early this afternoon.  He was taken to Salina regional 

health center.  He says a group of people showed up at the apartment.  When the victim opened the door he 

saw the suspect had a gun. He then tried to close the door...but was shot in the process.  Police were 

searching for the suspect...but now have him in custody.  Investigators are still on the scene...and looking 

for others who were with the suspect at the time.  Stick with eyewitness news at 5 and 6...and online at 

kwch dot com.  We'll continue to bring you updates as we get them. 

      

8/19/2014 9pm 

A Haysville police officer shot and killed a man this morning after responding to a domestic disturbance 

call  in an apartment complex. Officers arrived at the "village green apartments" around 11 o'clock.  Police 

say they found  a woman was hurt... Then a confrontation somehow began between the man and officers.  

They would not say if the man had a weapon or charged police- but did say several officers were in the 

apartment when the shooting happened.  The man died on the scene.   The woman was taken to the hospital 

to be treated for her injuries. 

 

8/20/2014 7am 

  A man is shot and killed by a Haysville police officer during a domestic disturbance call Tuesday.   

officers arrived at this apartment complex in the 400 block of Sarah lane to find a man and woman arguing.  

Police say there were multiple officers in the apartment when the shooting occurred.  The incident is under 

investigation. 

 

8/21/2014 8am 

Six year old feo-dora two-hatchet was killed in 2012 when a car she was in was hit by another vehicle at an 

intersection.  Wednesday...the driver of that other vehicle pleaded guilty to involuntary manslaughter.  

Raudel Sandoval was initially charged with second degree reckless murder.  Police say Sandoval was 

driving up to 70 miles per hour in a 35 mile per hour zone when the crash occurred.  Sandoval told police 

that he had just left a car wash and was driving fast to dry his car.  He will be sentenced in October. 

 

8/22/2014 7am 

The man accused of plotting to blow up mid-continent airport could be in court today for a hearing.  Terry 

Loewen has pleaded not guilty to charges including attempting to use a weapon of mass destruction.  

Loewen's was charged in December with federal crimes-- although the case is expected to take a long time. 

The district judge asked attorneys on both sides to move it along as much as they can. 

 

8/24/2014 9pm 

Covering the state. An 18-year-old man is dead after an officer-involved shooting in northeast Kansas.  

Ottawa police were called to a hardware store just before 8 last night... For reports of a man with a gun.  

The man was shot by officers... And later died at the hospital.  He has been identified as 18-year-old Joseph 

Jennings.  No word on what happened to cause police to open fire.  The officers involved in the shooting 

have been placed on administrative leave while the Kansas bureau of investigation looks into the case. This 

is the 13th officer involved shooting in Kansas this year. 

 

8/25/2014 4pm 

In the crime watch, Wichita police are searching for two men who they say are responsible for breaking 

into a woman's home and shooting her.   It happened late Saturday night in southeast Wichita. Eyewitnesses 

say, a man broke into the house, shot the woman, and then sped away.  She was transported to the Wesley 

Medical Center in critical condition. If you have any information call crime stoppers at 267-21-11. 

 

8/26/2014 8am 

Police say a drug house robbery led to a shooting over the weekend.  They say a 25-year-old woman was 

shot in a home near Rock and Zimmerly.  Investigators say 3 men came to the door of the house, and forced 

their way in with a gun.  The woman is now in stable condition but still critical.  Police are looking for the 

suspects. 



 

 

 

8/27/2014 9pm 

In the local crime watch, a traffic stop leads to the largest bust of heroin in Sedgwick County. Deputies 

stopped a 2004 Chevy Malibu on West U-S 54 for a traffic violation.  During a search of the car, they 

found more than 3-point-5 pounds of meth and 2 pounds of heroin. The drugs have an estimated street 

value of more than half a million dollars... According the sheriff’s office. The case is under investigation 

and the Sheriff's Office will soon turn it over to the Sedgwick County District Attorney for formal charges.     

 

8/28/2014 7am 

In the crime watch, Sedgwick county sheriff's deputies call it the largest heroin bust in the county's history.  

During a traffic stop on us-54 they found two pounds of heroin. They also found more than three and a half 

pounds of meth.  The sheriff's department says it confiscated more than a half a million dollars’ worth of 

drugs.  These two men from California were arrested on possession with intent to sell.  Deputies say they 

were headed to Minnesota.  The Wichita police department says arrests for meth have been up the last few 

years but arrests for heroin have been down. 

 

8/29/2014 4pm 

In the crime watch, Wichita police say a tip from a citizen led to vandalism charges against two people 

involving the Wichita troll statue.  A 21-year-old man and a 20-year-old woman now have warrants for 

their arrests after posting pictures on social media of themselves with parts of the stolen statue. Police 

believe the two took an arm off the troll. Now, two years later, police say, someone saw pictures on 

Facebook, of the two with the stolen part.  The statue is worth more than $5,000, the vandalism and 

possession of stolen property charges would be felony crimes. 

 

8/30/2014 9pm 

Two children were found alone in an apartment late last night. Officers were sent to the 42-hundred block 

of south hydraulic to check on a 25-year-old woman.  Instead, they found a 3-year-old and a 9-year-old in 

the apartment alone.  The two were taken into protective custody.  Police say the parents came back to the 

apartment shortly after police arrived.  The case will be sent to the exploited and missing child unit for 

investigation. 

 

8/31/2014 9pm 

A Kansas City man is dead after he was shot by police this morning.  Officers were called to a report of a 

suspicious man possibly armed with a gun just before 5 a.m.  Police say when they found the man... A foot 

chase began... And the suspect was shot.  He was pronounced dead at the scene.  Officers say they found a 

handgun close to the suspect.  The shooting is under investigation. 

 

9/1/2014  7am 

New this morning,  one person is in serious condition of a stabbing early this morning.  Dispatchers tell us 

around 12-30 one person was stabbed at an American Legion location near 13th and hydraulic.  They were 

taken to the hospital with serious injuries.  The incident remains under investigation. 

 

9/2/2014  8am 

A man is in critical condition right now after he may have been shot. 9-1-1 dispatchers say he went to St. 

Joseph earlier this morning.  He was then transferred to St. Francis.  Wichita police are searching Linwood 

park at harry and hydraulic where the victim says the shooting may have happened. 

 

9/3/2014  4pm 

The superintendent in Conway Springs warns parents to watch their children a little more closely.  That's 

after police say... A man exposed himself to two elementary age girls.  Hannah Davis is in Conway 

Springs.  She talked to school officials and parents about how they are responding to the news.  The girls 

were skate-boarding when they say a strange man pulled-up and exposed himself.   The incident happened 

several blocks from (the school) here when school was not in session.  But that didn't stop school leaders 

from spreading the news to parents.  The superintendent at Conway Springs schools sent out an email 

Tuesday letting parents know what happened.  He told eyewitness news... He got a phone call from the 

girls' parents Monday night.  The girls told police the man drove up and asked them for directions.  That's 



 

 

when police say he exposed himself and drove off.  The girls are in elementary school and their 

superintendent says that makes this case even worse.  The superintendent says the email went to every 

parent so they would know who to look out for. The girls told police the man was in a gold or tan mid-size 

sedan.  They say he was around 30 or 35 years old... Was bald with scruffy facial hair.  If anyone has any 

information on this... Call police or the Sumner county sheriff’s office, both are working on this case. 

 

9/4/2014  9pm 

Putting up billboards... Interviewing hundreds of people... And offering cash rewards.  Those are just three 

attempts in the last 12 years to gather new information in a great bend double murder. 24-year-old Mandi 

Alexander... And 79-year-old Mary Drake... Were found stabbed to death inside the "dolly madison 

bakery."  Tonight... The case is still open and unsolved.  New at nine, Anna auld spoke with friends and 

family who say police aren't the only ones still searching for the suspect. It was 2002 when Kathye Phelps 

found out her best friend Mandi alexander was murdered.  Alexander worked at the bakery.  A delivery 

man found her and a customer, Mary Drake, inside.  Both women had been stabbed.  Phelps and alexander 

had been friends since they were nineteen. After all this time, the great bend police say the case is still 

under investigation, leaving. Both families with many questions as to who did this and if the suspect is still 

on the loose. Phelps says she thinks this was a random incident and neither woman was targeted.  After 

twelve years Phelps says some of the details come and go, but how she remember alexander will always be 

the same.  She says friends won't give up trying to find an answer. Phelps says as the time goes on, so does 

the frustration of finding out who did this.  Authorities are still asking for tips on this cold case.  

Crimestoppers is also offering a 17-thousand-dollar reward for information. 

 

9/5/2014  7am 

In the crime watch this morning, a man suspected in an armed robbery leads police on a chase through east 

Wichita.  Police say around three Thursday afternoon this pharmacy in the 48-hundred block of east 

Douglas was held up.  When officers arrived on the scene the man refused to stop and lead officers on a 

short chase.  During that chase he struck two vehicles before crashing into a utility pole east of Woodlawn 

on Lincoln.  He was taken into custody. 

 

9/6/2014  9pm 

But first, we're following breaking news out of west Wichita.  Where a shooting this evening has left one in 

critical condition.  Devon Fasbinder just spoke with police on scene... Devon what do we know now.  

This is a developing story. We'll continue to follow it... On air and online. 

 

9/7/2014  9pm 

We start with that breaking news out of Topeka.  Where a police officer has been shot and killed.  Police 

say the man responsible is now in custody. Anne Meyer joins us from the breaking news desk.  Anne what 

do we know right now.  Topeka police confirm that the suspect's name is Preston lane Ross.  Here is his 

mug shot that the department released earlier tonight.  Again, the last hour we do know Ross was taken into 

custody somewhere in Lawrence. We got these pictures of the shooting scene, from our Topeka affiliate w-

i-b-w.  We are told more than a dozen officers along with the Kansas highway patrol are collecting 

evidence in that area - of 6th street and east Topeka.  Police say the officer was shot during a traffic stop 

around 4:45 this afternoon.  That officer was rushed to the hospital in critical condition.  But the Topeka 

police chief confirmed the officer died from his injuries.  The name of that officer has not yet been 

released. His is a developing story...look for updates throughout the night - both on air and online at kwch-

dot-com. 

 

9/8/2014  7am 

Police continue looking for a person of interest after a Topeka police officer is shot and killed in the line of 

duty. Come take a look at your screen.  The Shawnee County sheriff's office says randy Allen Ridens is a 

person of interest in the case.  He's 5 foot 11, 160 pounds.  Ridens has brown hair and hazel eyes.  One 

suspect is already in custody in the death of Corporal Jason Harwood. He stopped a car Sunday afternoon 

in east Topeka. One or more people in the car fired a weapon.  Harwood was hit.  Eyewitnesses tried to 

help the officer.  Emergency crews responded and rushed Harwood to the hospital where he later died. As 

the search for the suspect, Ross Preston lane, was underway, c-b-s affiliate w-i-b-w in Topeka got a call 

from him in their newsroom.  He said he was the person wanted in the shooting.  Lane was taken into 



 

 

custody about an hour after that. Topeka police have requested the Shawnee County sheriff's office 

investigate the shooting.  Both law enforcement agencies say the public has already been a big help. 

Harwood... A 15-year veteran of the force, leaves behind a wife and two children. He was hurt in the line of 

duty in May 2010.  He and another officer were pulled over on eye-70 when a van hit their patrol cars.  

Those cars hit the officers.  Harwood suffered multiple broken bones and internal injuries. The Shawnee 

County sheriff's office plans to release more information about what happened later this afternoon. 

 

9/9/2014  8am 

Andover parents receive a letter telling them that a middle school teacher was arrested, and booked for 

unlawful sexual relations. 30-year old Matthew Hobbs was arrested over the weekend. After a former 

student came forward and reported being involved in an inappropriate relationship with Hobbs.  This 

happened about 4 years ago.  The student says it lasted for about 5 months and included inappropriate 

touching and text messages.  Hobbs is now out of jail on bond.  And he is on administrative leave pending 

an investigation. 

 

9/10/2014 4pm 

Salina police are investigating two cases of sexual abuse involving two young children.  Police arrested 72-

year-old Gerald Jones.  He's been charged with one count of aggravated criminal sodomy and two counts of 

aggravated indecent liberties with a child.   Police captain Mike Sweeney says officers went to a sexual 

abuse call at the hospital Saturday.  While investigating that case, the police learned of an incident 

involving another child a month earlier.  Police say both incidents occurred at a home in Salina.  They say 

jones was an acquaintance of the children. 

 

9/11/2014 9pm 

New now, Wichita State sends an e-mail to students and staff, after a woman is touched without consent in 

the school library.  The university says she was approached by a man asking to share her table.  It says he 

touched her thigh and foot without consent and made her feel uncomfortable.  University police are 

investigating and looking for the suspect. 

 

9/12/2014 7am 

Wichita state sends an e-mail to students and staff after a woman is touched without consent in the school 

library.  The university says she was approached by a man asking to share her table.  It says he touched her 

thigh and foot without consent and made her feel uncomfortable.  University police are investigating and 

looking for the suspect. The department there is also investigating a reported rape we first told you about 

last week. 

 

9/13/2014 9pm 

Covering Kansas, people gather from across the state in Topeka to attend the funeral of an officer who was 

killed in the line of duty last week. Corporal Jason Harwood died last Sunday when the driver of a vehicle 

he pulled over... Shot him several times.  Harwood was a 15-year veteran with the Topeka police 

department.  He leaves behind a wife and two children.  The man accused of killing Harwood is charged 

with capital murder. 

 

9/14/2014 9pm 

Also in the crime watch, Wichita police say a man was assaulted at a bar overnight.   Police were called to 

a disturbance at *club 300* on South Woodlawn.  They arrived to find a 31-year-old man with blood on his 

head.  He was taken to a nearby hospital with critical injuries.  Witnesses inside the club tell police the man 

was assaulted by two suspects.  Anyone with information in the case is asked to call police. 

 

9/15/2014 8am 

Fire investigators say they're looking for the person who set two different fires, at Wichita apartment 

complexes over the weekend. fire crews were called to the scene in the 57-hundred block of east Mainsgate 

early Sunday morning.  A couple called 9-1-1 after finding their bike on fire on their apartment balcony. It 

caused damage to the outside of the building as well. About 20 minutes earlier, officials say a different fire 

had caused damage about two blocks away.  Anyone with information is asked to call 9-1-1. 

 



 

 

9/16/2014 4pm 

In the crime watch, a former bail bondsman in Reno County is convicted of forcing women to have sex 

with him. 66-year-old Dwight Jurgens was convicted today on six of nine counts of human trafficking.  

Prosecutors say he told four women he would revoke their bonds if they refused to have sex with him. 

Sentencing is set for October 24th. 

 

9/17/2014 9pm 

A Hutchinson correctional officer was hospitalized after he was attacked by an inmate.  Officer Tim 

Russell... was stabbed this morning in the cell block of the prison's main building.  Russell is a five-year 

veteran of the facility.  The injuries are not life threatening.  Investigators have not said... what led to the 

stabbing, or what weapon was used to injure the officer.  An inmate... whose name has not been released... 

was placed into a "segregation unit."  Following the attack... the director of the "state correctional workers 

union" said... state funding and staffing problems have been putting officers at risk for months.  Officials 

with the department of corrections say... working conditions are safe.  The prison was never on lock-down 

and is running normally. 

 

9/18/2014 7am 

Giving...not taking.  That's the idea of a community garden in newton, but recently this is what was left of 

some watermelons.  This is not all that was done. Thieves have been taking advantage of it recently.  

Several hundred pounds are missing.  The produce goes to families in need through a partnership with the 

Salvation Army.  Volunteers say they've noticed someone has been stealing from the garden.  These 

volunteers put in thousands of hours each year and look forward to taking the food to the salvation army 

because they know it goes to a good cause.  Gerald Greene puts in more than 400 volunteer hours each year 

and says he's frustrated to learn someone is stealing from it.   The garden says this isn't the first time 

someone has stolen...but this time figure about 200 pounds was lost.  It's asking the community to help 

police it and explain to people that it's a giving garden...not a taking garden. 

 

9/20/2014 9pm 

Continuing our crime watch,  a masked man broke into this target store in northwest Wichita and stole 

dozens of electronics.  Wichita police say it happened just after 3-30 this morning in the 27-hundred block 

of north Maize road. The man took 20 iPads... And two go-pro cameras.  Police do not have a suspect at 

this time. 

 

9/21/2014 9pm 

One year ago today - a gunman opened fire in old town.  Seven people were hit by the bullets. Kolby 

Hopkins died at the scene.  No one has ever been arrested for his murder.  Anne Meyer was the first 

reporter there that night.  She joins us live from old town with an update on the case. I just happened to be a 

block away when this shooting happened - and got here to Mead and Douglas a few minutes after police 

did.   I saw several victims going into ambulances on stretchers.   And I saw Kolby Hopkins body lying on 

this road.  A year later - investigators are still trying to find his killer. The sound of twelve shots - captured 

on cell phone video from a witness who was nearby when the shooting happened.  That person even 

recorded some of the fight that led to gunfire.  But this video, did not lead police to the man who pulled the 

trigger. Deputy Chief Hassan Ramzah says even though it's been one year since the old town shooting - that 

killed Kolby Hopkins, and left six others with gunshot wounds.  His detectives are still  following leads in 

the case, and they are committed to bringing the killer to justice. New lighting has been added to this street 

- that's one safety feature that's been added to old town since the shooting.  I'll talk more about that at ten.  

We did reach out to Kolby Hopkins family today.  They are still struggling with his death, and did not want 

to do an interview on camera.  But they hope this story brings more attention to Kolby's case - and 

encourages someone out there to help catch his killer. Kolby Hopkins death is one of four murders from 

last year that remain un-solved. 

 

9/22/2014 7am 

2 people are arrested in the disappearance of an 8-year old Topeka girl.  Police say, she was at her 

grandparents’ home when she went missing.  Shortly after, the girl was seen walking outside. Neighbors 

say, she told them the suspects tied her up, but she got free.  She was taken to the hospital to get checked 



 

 

out.  Police say, she had scratches and looked like she had been hit. Officials say, an amber alert was not 

issued because the girl's disappearance did not meet the requirements. 

 

9/23/2014 8am 

We're learning more about story we broke this morning, a man arrested overnight in reno county could be a 

person of interest in a dodge city homicide.  Dodge City police say they found a 30 year old woman dead 

on west spruce in dodge city yesterday around five. This morning, a news release says a person of interest 

has been arrested on un-related charges.  We working to find out more information, .. But we do know that 

late late last night Reno county authorities took a man into custody after a police chase.  We talked to a 

detective in dodge city about that arrest last night. He told us the man would first face charges in Reno 

county and then be moved to ford county.  

 

9/24/2014 4pm 

Wichita police investigate the second shooting on Broadway near downtown this week.  One man was 

taken to the hospital in critical condition this morning.  Emily griffin was there as police canvassed the area 

and started looking for the suspects. Police say about seven Wednesday morning... Several men were 

walking down the street here when they got into an argument. One man pulled out a gun and shot the 

victim twice once in the chest and once in the arm. That's when the victim ran around the corner and down 

the street to a nearby motel for help.  Police found him here at the mark 8 inn.  The 41 year old victim was 

taken to the hospital in critical condition and went right into surgery.  He's stable and expected to survive. 

The suspects fled the scene, but police are looking for two to three males in connection with the shooting.  

Because there are multiple scenes, police spent the morning hours canvassing several blocks in the area.  

Another shooting happened just one block from this area earlier this week.  Police say it's too early to tell if 

the two incidents are related... But one Wichita man who knows the area well, says he's not surprised.  

During the shooting, one of the bullets actually hit this nearby business, but no one inside was hurt.  In 

downtown Wichita, Emily Griffin, eyewitness news.  Police are following-up on several eyewitness 

accounts of what led to the shooting.  If you have information about this incident, call crime stoppers at 

267-21-11. 

 

9/26/2014 7am 

The teacher who only spent one month in prison for the rape of his 14 year old student gets a new sentence 

today.  We've been talking about Stacey’s Rambold story for about the last year on eyewitness news this 

morning.  The story got a lot of attention when a Montana judge only sentenced to 30 days behind bars for 

the rape, and placed some of the blame on the student.  Months later, the judge was censured because of his 

comments about the student, and the sentence thrown out.  Rambold has said he's sorry, and is asking to be 

sentenced to two years in prison.  Prosecutors want ten years.  The victim in the case killed herself before 

Rambold ever went to trial. 

 

9/27/2014 9pm 

In the local crime watch, a man trying to steal liquor assaults a store clerk before being caught by police.  It 

happened just before 11 last night.  In the 600 block of south Pawnee, that's when an employee at 'Pawnee 

Liquor' saw the 32-year-old man trying to steal the bottle of liquor.  Police nearby saw what happened...and 

stopped to arrest the thief.  

 

9/28/2014 9pm 

In the crime watch, a shooting caused a quik-trip to shut down early this morning.  An officer reported 

hearing 4 gunshots near Topeka and Kellogg just after 2.  That's when the officer saw a light-colored sedan 

getting on to eastbound Kellogg.  Police found the damage to a home and a vehicle.  No one was hurt...but 

the area was shut down for several hour. There are no suspects at this time. 

 

9/29/2014 8am 

The hearing for a teenager accused of killing his mother and sister is scheduled to start right now in Reno 

County. Sam Vonachen is accused of setting fire to his home...killing his mother and sister inside.  We 

hope to find out whether or not he will be charged as an adult.  The boy was only 14 years old when 

prosecutors say he poured gasoline throughout his home and then waited until his family went to bed and lit 

the fire.  His father did escape.  Scott Evans is there...we'll bring you updates both on air and online.      
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7/1/2014  7am 

Investigators say natural gas may be the cause of a deadly explosion in Finney county. It happened 

Saturday in Plymel, near garden city. 17-year old spencer Unruh died in the explosion.  His mother, Kelly 

and 14-year old brother, Riley are being treated at a Wichita hospital where they are in critical condition. 

 

7/2/2014  8am 

You can see former senator Bob Dole back in his hometown today.  He plans to dedicate a new mobile unit 

for use by the dole v-a medical center in Russell.  It will happen at 10:30 this morning at v-f-w post 62-40.  

The dole medical center in Wichita serves 59 Kansas counties.  It also operates six different outpatient 

clinics. 

 

7/3/2014  4pm 

This month, kwch is showing we're Kansas proud.  We're having some of our native Kansans... Go back to 

their hometowns... To show us why people there are *Kansas proud.  And first up is Ross Janssen... 

Heading back to Geneseo today. 

 

7/5/2014  7am 

A Wichita woman ended 4th of July in jail.  After police say she was chasing people with fireworks.  

Wichita police say the fireworks the 39-year-old was using were lit... And she sprayed three people with 

the sparks.  It happened at the 11-hundred block of north Broadway. There were no injuries reported. The 

woman was booked into the Sedgwick county jail. 

 

7/6/2014  9pm 

We're learning more about this fire.  It caused 21 nursing home residents to evacuate at midnight on the 

fourth of July. Yesterday... We learned fireworks that were thrown away is what *started it. Today... The 

emporia fire department tells us... What helped *stop it from spreading. Devon Fasbinder... Went to 

emporia... Devon they're saying it was a part of a fire code that helped save many of the residents 

possessions. Jade, emporia battalion chief Rich Gould tells me the house installed fire retardant walls as 

required by the fire code back in 2001.  He says those walls kept the fire from spreading to the resident's 

rooms.  Today, it's clear those walls did their job.  They are the only part of the burned area still standing.  

The roof collapsed leaving charred wood and a destroyed lobby, kitchen and dining area.  Gould says a 

crew was across the street and arrived quickly.  But when they pulled up, neither the sprinkler system or the 

fire alarm were on.  Gould says the reason the fire spread so quickly was because the attic of the building 

had an *open truss* structure.  He says that shape has no rafters, which allows fire to move fast. It took a 

dozen firefighters 3 hours to put the fire out.  But they stayed on scene several hours later to make sure 

there were no flare ups. 

 

7/7/2014  7am 

The governor's office wants to know what you think of the state's big water plan.  The state says we have to 

reduce water consumption 20 percent by 20-65, or there will be big problems.  The governor's office will 

hold meetings across Kansas throughout the week.  The first meeting is today here in Wichita.  It starts at 

11-30 at the Sedgwick county extension center. 

 

7/8/2014  4pm 

The state board of education announces today, it will not to release any scores from statewide math and 

reading tests.  The testing was plagued by cyber-attacks and other computer problems from March 10th to 

April 10th.  This decision means there won't be reports on overall statewide scores or individual schools 

and school district scores.  The department of education usually releases this data each fall. 

 

7/9/2014  8am 



 

 

If you're in need of a job... Listen up! Dozens of employers are looking for applicants today at century two. 

That's where we find Emily Griffin this morning. She's live with more on what you need to know. Grab 

your resume and dress to impress for a job fair at century two today. It goes from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Companies there include afla, at&t, Braums, Intrust bank, Sedgwick county, u.s. army, via christi, Wal-

Mart and more. There's also a community resources expo going on at the same time. Flint hills job coprs, 

marriage for keeps, pregnancy crisis center of Wichita and more will be there. It's at the same time and 

place as the job fair. 

 

7/10/2014 7am 

Several of your favorite eyewitness news crews are heading back to their hometowns this month to show 

you what makes them Kansas proud.  Melissa Scheffler is headed to newton.  You can catch her stories 

later today on eyewitness news. 

 

7/11/2014 4pm 

Covering Kansas, it's still in a drought... but hays city commissioners vote to ease water restrictions.  

Because of all the rainfall in June... The city moved from a more restrictive "water warning"... to a "water 

watch".  Still... Under the watch, outdoor watering is banned between noon and seven at night. 

 

7/12/2014 9pm 

New at nine, two men are injured after a mud-run competition today. The Cowley County Fire Department 

says one man was life-flighted for treatment.   The other taken by ambulance to an area hospital.  The 

extent of the two men's injuries are unknown. 

 

7/13/2014 9pm 

The American Indian festival wraps up today at century 2 in Wichita.  This is video of today's grand entry.  

The two-day long festival features Native American songs... Dances... Art, and of course food.  The event 

ended a few hours ago with a traditional closing song. 

 

7/14/2014 7am 

New this morning, if you need to ride the bus this week. It won't cost you.  This week is free fares week 

with Wichita transit.  The city hopes more people will ride city busses to help improve our air quality. 

 

7/15/2014 7am 

Computer problems at the state commercial tag office leaves some businesses in a bind.  The owner of 

"Hillbillies Truckin" had an appointment Monday morning to get a tag on the company's new semi. The 

owner had to drive more than an hour to saint john.  But when the owner arrived, the state's computer 

system for commercial vehicle tags was down.  "Hillbillies Truckin".... Is a one-truck operation.  So all it 

can do... Is wait.  "Hillbillies Truckin" estimates it's costing the company about 12-hundred dollars a day to 

wait.  Unlike a car the company can't transfer a semi-truck tag over for 30 days.  It has to make an 

appointment.  We contacted the state about the issues.  It says... The computer system went down this 

weekend during routine maintenance. And is working as quickly as possible to get the problem fixed.  But 

it also tells us there is no time frame for when it will be running again.  We'll continue to ask the state how 

repairs are going, and let you know when it is fixed. 

 

7/17/2014 4pm 

Thursday's this month... We're going around the state.. To see what makes some of our Kansas natives 

Kansas proud.  Michael Schwanke grew up in Colby and went back home today.  He joins  us live to show 

us what makes his hometown special.  Hi Cindy-- welcome to Colby...my hometown where i was born and 

raised.  If you don't live here...chances are you have stopped here on your way to Colorado. Today we are 

showing you what makes Colby and the people here Kansas proud...showing you what it has to offer and 

also what make it unique.  We are set up today at the water park...in mid-July when the temperatures are 

normally close to triple digits...not the case today...but Colby is so proud of this...we have to tell you a little 

about it.  This park is only a few years old...and cost about five million dollars....and think about 

this...Colby is a town of only 5,500 people.  But the town approved a sales tax increase to pay for this...that 

vote passed by about 80 percent. It's actually going to pay off early.  The park has a competition sized 

swimming pool with diving boards, water slides, a lazy river and a kids pool.  Next to us you will find a 



 

 

brand new park...with a walking trail that wraps around the community college here.  This is a place people 

here are proud of...because it's not just for people in Colby.  We were on our way here yesterday and ran 

into someone who told us they drive from their hometown an hour and half away to visit Colby.    I would 

like to tell you that's it's always this nice in Colby in July...highs of 70, sunny and no wind...but I’d be 

stretching the truth a little!  And here's what we're going to show you tonight a five.  We take you to the 

bowling alley here...it was kind of home away from home.  My dad and uncle have owned and operated the 

center here since the 1970's and still do today.   I spent a lot of time here hanging out when i was young, 

which i have plenty of pictures to prove that, but was put to work when i was older...which is probably 

where i learned to talk to people and helped me end up where i am today.  Cindy--  the crew behind the 

cameras up here...challenged me to show them how i can bowl. I always tell people i spent more time 

working than bowling...but i show them anyway...so hope you can join us at five.  For more on Colby.  You 

can to our website .. K-w-c-h dot com.  In the get the scope section...there's also a photo gallery of young 

Michael Schwanke growing up and our final Kansas proud series is next Thursday.  We go to Roger 

Cornish’s hometown of Hutchinson. 

 

7/18/2014 7am 

It's a big day for our very own Michael Schwanke.  Thursday was proclaimed as Michael Schwanke day in 

Colby.  He was back in his hometown showing us what makes him Kansas proud. 

 

7/19/2014 9pm 

An Emporia business is cleaning up, after a van drives right through it.  Take a look at these photos from 

the Emporia gazette.  Fire officials say 3 people inside the store and the driver of the van were all taken to 

the hospital.  All are said to have none life-threatening injuries.   Authorities say the van drove through the 

front entrance to the Verizon store... Shattering the glass doors and came out the side.   It happened just 

after noon today.  No word on what caused the driver to smash through the building. 

 

7/20/2014 9pm 

Palestinian supporters protested tonight in Wichita. They marched down rock road .. Calling for an end to 

the violence in the middle east.  So far Israel says 18 soldiers and two civilians have been killed since 

fighting began.  The *Gaza health ministry* says hundreds of Palestinians have been killed.  Police were 

called to the demonstration for traffic control. 

 

7/21/2014 7am 

A group working to reduce the penalty for using marijuana.  Plans to take its petition to the Wichita city 

council tomorrow.  The group says it has more than 6-thousand signatures. They must be from registered 

voters to be valid.  That's why volunteers are also working to get people registered to vote.  They spent 

Sunday handing out registration forms and getting people to sign.  The group's goal is to get an initiative on 

the ballot to decriminalize pot.  This would mean no jail time and much smaller fines for those caught with 

small amounts of marijuana. 

 

7/22/2014 7am 

Several of you have posted pictures of the dogs and cats you've adopted from the Kansas humane society.  

This is Charlie.  His owner...Rachel...says she adopted him a few months ago and that he's like one of her 

kids.  You can post your photos on our Facebook page. 

 

7/24/2014 9pm 

A group trying to decriminalize marijuana in Wichita turned in its petition to city hall today. They collected 

at least six thousand signatures... More than twice the amount needed.  The petition calls for Wichita to 

decrease the fines and eliminate jail time for marijuana arrests.  Election officers now have 6 days to 

validate the signatures. 

 

7/25/2014 7am 

All week long we've taken you behind the scene of the Kansas humane society.  And one of the biggest 

problems they are facing is the sheer number of unwanted animals they see every year.  But animal care 

workers say you can help by spay and neutering your pet.  Typically that can cost between 150 and 5-

hudnred dollars to spay or neuter a pet.  For many owners that's too much.  Hannah Davis found a Wichita 



 

 

organization dedicated to helping you out.  Five years ago Ellen Querner didn't like what she saw.     Ellen 

hopes to turn that flow into a trickle here at "spay an neuter Kansas".  The staff here spays and neuters 

around 25 animals a day for a discounted price.  Ellen says most of their customers have nowhere else to 

go.  Because all too often those babies end up in shelters or abandoned on the streets.  So Ellen and her 

team work to help humans and their pets.  And everyone appreciates the help. 

 

7/26/2014 9pm 

A man and woman are arrested after police say they robbed several Wichita stores yesterday. The two were 

caught around 8:30 yesterday morning... after robberies at Dillon’s... Walmart... Walgreens and Phillips 66.  

The 59-year-old man and 22-year-old woman is said to have stolen about a thousand dollars’ worth of 

property.  Police say that was mostly meat and laundry detergent.  The two were arrested on the 200 block 

of south hillside and booked on felony theft. 

 

7/27/2014 9pm 

A 16-year-old Kansas boy is recovering after being hit by a pick-up that crashed into his house.  Police say 

the boys 12-year-old brother was behind the wheel. Nathan Vickers has the story. Oliveria Ortiz heard the 

crash from inside her home. And found her family's truck halfway into her living room -- and her 16-year 

old brother pinned underneath. It turns out her other brother, a 12 year old, wanted some driving practice. 

But when he tried to park the car in the driveway...he punched the gas instead of the brakes. The crash 

ransacked the family's living room. The truck tore up tables and chairs...and nearly hit a younger child in 

the house. Now, Ortiz and her family will stay with relatives...and try to salvage what they can.  The 16-

year-old was treated for a broken leg at the hospital.  His 12-year-old brother wasn't hurt.  Police are still 

investigating the incident. 

 

7/28/2014 7am 

  A program designed to help your kids eat nutritious food starts today.  It's new this morning.  "filling the 

gap lunches for kids" runs through august 8th.  Partners for Wichita joins the Kansas food bank and local 

churches. They'll give more than 9-thousand meals to kids under 18 at more than a dozen locations.  For a 

full list of locations, head to kwch-dot-com. Just look under our "check it out" section. 

 

7/29/2014 8am 

A rare gazelle at the Topeka zoo died Monday...after breaking its own neck.   A visitor at the zoo saw the 

gazelle run from corner to corner before charging a gate 3 times.  Zoo staff members rushed to the 

scene...but found the 5-year-old gazelle dead when they got there.  Zoo officials say the behavior was 

"puzzling"...and will run tests to investigate why this happened.  The Addra gazelle is a critically 

endangered species. 

 

7/30/2014 4pm 

Boeing says it should be out of Wichita by the end of the week.  We first told you about the company's 

decision to close the Wichita facility in January 20-12. This is where parts for commercial jets and 

modified military aircraft were manufactured.  Most of the 21 hundred then employees affected by the 

closure have moved with the company or retired. 

 

7/31/2014 9pm 

A balloon launch was held tonight to honor victims of that deadly accident.  This was what it looked like 

tonight near 63-rd and Sullivan...that's an area where Zach Taylor liked to go mudding.  Memorial funds 

have been set-up for all three of the people who died.  You can find that information on our website - 

kwch-dot-com. 

 

8/1/2014  7am 

If you drive along 235 down south, you'll see this big set-up at bethel life church.  It's the convoy of hope.  

Thousands of people will line up here tomorrow.  They'll get free groceries, health and dental screenings, 

haircuts, even family portraits.  The event is going to be so big, bethel life center had to ask the city council 

for special permission to host it.  The gates open tomorrow morning at ten.  Anyone is welcome as long as 

supplies last.  It will take at least 15-hundred volunteers to make everything run smoothly. 

 



 

 

8/2/2014  9pm 

A woman is critically hurt, after being hit by an s-u-v while crossing the street.  She was pinned under the 

vehicle for a short time this afternoon.  While she was taken to the hospital in critical condition... 

investigators say, they expect the woman to recover. 

 

8/3/2014  9pm 

A woman is dead after a fire that destroyed her house overnight near Douglass.  The fire chief tells us a 

passerby reported the fire just after midnight. When the first firefighter arrived... A few minutes later... 

Only one wall was still standing.   75-year-old Lydia Cox was found later in the home.  The fire chief 

believes the fire started in the kitchen.  But they are still investigating what caused it. 

 

8/4/2014  8am 

Summer is running out for the kids out there, Wichita students go back to school next Tuesday. While it's 

time to buy school supplies, it's also time to get a bedtime routine going.   We talked to a local pediatrician 

about steps you can take to make things easier.  He suggests making a dry run through.  Get everybody up, 

dressed and fed.  And even make that drive to school before the first day.  He also says it's ok to have one 

last night of fun before starting the school schedule.  Dr. Bowen says small children need at least 10 hours 

of sleep.  Teens need at least 8. 

 

8/6/2014  9pm 

New at 9 o'clock, the Sedgwick county sheriff needs your help naming this police dog. The sheriff's 

department posted this on its Facebook page today. This is deputy Sarah Sinnett and her 19-month-old 

German shepherd. But he needs a name before he starts a 10-week training class.  Head to our Facebook 

page to give your suggestion and to read many more. 

 

8/7/2014  7am 

Police in garden city investigate the death of a four-month-old. Officers were called to a home near olive 

and Kansas Avenue Tuesday. They found the boy on the living room couch... not breathing.  He was taken 

to the hospital where he died. 

 

8/8/2014  4pm 

A petition to reduce penalties, for marijuana possession in Wichita... Comes up *short of enough signatures 

to put the issue on the November ballot. Sedgwick county's election commissioner says about 36-hundred 

of the six-thousand signatures on the petition were determined to be invalid. The petition came up 47 

names short. The group behind the petition says it will challenge the count in court... Because it believes 

some signatures were wrongly excluded.  Organizers also plan to ask the Wichita city council next week to 

put the issue up for a vote.  The petition aims to lower fines and eliminate jail time for those caught with 

small amounts of the drug. 

 

8/9/2014  9pm 

An investigation is underway into why there are thousands of dead fish at *veterans memorial lake* in 

great bend.  The director of *public lands* says crews have been cleaning up the fish  but can’t keep up 

with all the dead fish.  The *Kansas department of health and environment* and the *Kansas department of 

wildlife, parks and tourism* have been contacted to figure out the cause. 

 

8/10/2014 9pm 

A 54-year-old Wichita man is dead after a sky-diving accident in eastern Kansas.   The Franklin County 

sheriff's department says the accident happened last night in a field outside Ottawa.  60 miles south-west of 

Kansas City. The man's body was found about a mile from the designated drop zone.  His name is not being 

released. 

 

8/11/2014 7am 

New this morning, some people in Reno County may have to re-adjust their alarms. That's because a power 

transformer blew overnight leaving some people in the dark.  Officials say, the affected area include those 

who live between Walnut and Adam... And avenue a and avenue f in Hutchinson. Westar is still looking 

into what caused the transformer to blow. 



 

 

 

8/12/2014 4pm 

In the aviation watch, you won't be able to see air shows at McConnell air force base for at least another 

two years....because of construction. McConnell is preparing for the k-c-46-a refueling tankers.  The first of 

36 aircraft should arrive in February of 2016.   A base spokesperson says a decision will be made next 

spring about an air show in 2016. 

 

8/13/2014 9pm 

Sedgwick county commissioners approve more than 400-million-dollars for next year's budget.  

Commissioners leave out funding for six firefighters positions.  Earlier this week... Firefighters urged 

commissioners to fill them.  County manager Bill Buchanan says... A task force will begin meeting next 

month to study fire station staffing levels. 

 

8/14/2014 8am 

Some Wichitans plan to stand up for what's going on in Ferguson, Missouri tonight.  There will be a 

peaceful protest outside city hall at 7. The group wants to show their unity in the fight for justice for 

Michael Brown.  We will have the latest on the protests in Ferguson during the 8 o'clock hour on k-s-c-w. 

 

8/15/2014 7am 

Many are protesting around the nation in support of Michael Brown.  That includes this peaceful protests 

right here in Wichita and Kansas City.  A few dozen people lined-up in front of Wichita’s city hall last 

night.  Some held signs with Michael Brown's name.  They hope protests like this will help put an end to 

racial profiling.  The group also spoke out about some of the recent Wichita police officer involved 

shootings. 

 

8/16/2014 9pm 

It's move-in day at Wichita State. Hundreds of students swarmed shocker hall today.The brand new 784-

bed dormitory, to help deal with the increase in students... And decrease in parking space... W-s-u officials 

implemented a new move-in system this year.  Hundreds of volunteers were also on campus to help the 

students move-in.  Classes start at WSU on Monday. 

 

8/18/2014 4pm 

A memorial fund is set up for the children of a Reno county jail deputy and his wife who died in a 

motorcycle crash over the weekend.  Donations are being accepted through the Schellenger (skellen-jur) 

children’s memorial fund at first national bank of Hutchinson. Shawn and Danielle Schellenger  (skeelen-

jur)were riding their motorcycle on 10th street in great bend Saturday, when a trailer that detached from a 

pickup came into their lane and hit them.  Danielle died of her injuries a few hours after the crash.  Shawn 

died from his injuries Sunday.   The crash is still under investigation.  Stay with eyewitness news at 5 and 6 

when Lauren Seabrook has reaction from the Reno county sheriff. 

 

8/19/2014 9pm 

A Towanda man has minor injuries after an explosion at his home. It's a developing story we're following 

this evening. You're looking at a live picture from the area.  The call came out shortly before 7-30 in the 

10-thousand block of southwest 10th street in Towanda.  Butler county sheriff Kelly Herzet says a propane 

leak apparently caused an explosion at his home.  The man was the only one there.  He refused treatment 

from paramedics.  The sheriff's office and fire department are investigating the leak. 

 

8/20/2014 7am 

Breaking news this morning. Crews are on the scene of an apartment fire in El Dorado.  It started about 20 

minutes ago at the pine brook apartments in the 19-hundred block of west Towanda.  Butler county 

dispatch says one person may have smoke inhalation.  It's not clear if the fire is still going.  The person who 

called dispatch said flames were showing through a window.  You can watch for the latest at k-w-c-h dot 

com. 

 

8/22/2014 7am 



 

 

A Wichita house catches fire and the man inside doesn't know until a neighbor tells him.  Firefighters were 

called to the 200 block of north spruce just after 9 last night. They found fire had taken over a room in the 

back of the house and the back porch.  The fire did about 30-thousand dollars in damage. 

 

8/24/2014 9pm 

This was the scene In west Wichita after a car crashes into a liquor store.  It happened on Central Avenue 

Earlier today.   Dispatch says the car went through a window and into the store.  No injures were reported. 

The cause for the crash is still under investigation 

 

8/25/2014 4pm 

Starting today... The Sedgwick county jail will offer only video visitations with inmates.  As we first told 

you last week, twelve computers are in the lobby for family and friends.. And  58 others are spread 

throughout the jail for the inmates.  Families can also talk by video from their homes.  The cost is five 

dollars for 40 minutes in your home, from the lobby it is free.  Costs are expected to go up over time.  All 

video visitations will be recorded and monitored and  visits have to be set up 24 hours in advance. 

 

8/26/2014 8am 

If you live in Wichita, you're going to be very happy with this year's school budget.  It's going to make your 

property taxes go down! The school board just approved the nearly 684-million-dollar budget.  It's going to 

give us more than 8-million-dollars in property tax relief. So if you own a 100-thousand dollar home, .. 

Your tax will go down 41 dollars.  The board also voted last night to keep John Allison around longer.  It 

extended his contract as superintendent. 

 

8/27/2014 9pm 

We have an update to the fire that damaged a Wichita restaurant.  A grease fire closed "Strouds" on hillside 

in July.  Firefighters say... Flames were coming out of the roof when they arrived on scene.  Since than, the 

restaurant's general manager says... They've made a lot of progress.  Negotiations with the insurance 

company have finally been completed and construction crews are making improvements to the kitchen.  

The restaurant is expected to re-open the second week in September  

 

8/28/2014 7am 

It's a crime trend that's costing communities hundreds of thousands of dollars each year, while thieves often 

make off with just a few bucks worth of goods. This morning Sedgwick County’s district attorney is asking 

for help with the metal theft problem in the area. Hannah Davis joins us live with some information on how 

you can help.  Scrap metal dealers and lawmakers will meet here this morning to talk about the growing 

problem.  District attorney marc Bennett says he's looking for a solution... And part of that would mean 

new law. Scrap metal theft leaves a mess for people and businesses who have been victimized. Here is 

some video of crime scenes from the last few years.  People will often break into abandoned or empty 

buildings overnight to strip the insides of copper and other metals. When workers or owners return they 

find damage that can cost them hundreds of thousands of dollars. Thieves will often sell the stolen metal at 

scrap yards for a relatively low amount. Right now Kansas law requires buyers to keep a record of the 

seller's birth date and driver's license number but lawmakers want more.  A bill was introduced last session 

that would have required buyers at scrap yards to photograph sellers, record serial numbers and take down 

names of sellers.  Then all that information would go to a central data base with the Kansas bureau of 

investigation. That bill died in may... But Bennett wants to amend it for the current session.  He's looking 

for suggestions on how to do that here from 9 to 11.  The public is invited. 

 

8/31/2014 9pm 

A Kansas boy... With a rare form of cancer.. Needs your help making his birthday wish come true.  Prestun 

Seibel has stage 4 Nueroblastoma.  The Hutchinson boy was diagnosed in 2012... And has been fighting the 

cancer ever since.  Recent complications has sent his family to new york city for treatment, with his 5th 

birthday right around the corner.  So far Prestun has received 70 cards and a dozen packages from across 

the u-s.  If you'd like to send him one, we have the address on our website... Kwch.com. 

 

9/1/2014  7am 



 

 

A Kansas boy with a rare form of cancer.. Needs your help making his birthday wish come true. Prestun 

Seibel has stage 4 nueroblastoma.  The Hutchinson boy was diagnosed in 2012... And has been fighting the 

cancer ever since.   Recent complications has sent his family to new york city for treatment with his 5th 

birthday right around the corner.  So far Prestun has received 70 cards and a dozen packages from across 

the u-s.  If you'd like to send him one, we have the address on our website... Kwch.com. 

 

9/2/2014  8am 

Plenty of roster moves across major league baseball today but a huge one for Kansas City.  As first 

baseman Eric Hosmer returned to the lineup...after he broke his hand a month ago.  Billy butler on the 

bench for tonight's game against Texas. Ned Yost and his royals tied with Detroit going into this game.  

Bottom one...Salvador Perez...up the alley...that will score Alex Gordon...royals up 1-0 early.   Bottom 

third it's Salvy again...he crushes this ball to left field...into the bullpen...a two run home run makes it 3-0 

royals.  Three hits for Salvy in tonight's game.   Pair that with 7 k's over 6 and a third for Yordano 

Ventura...and that's a solid outing for k-c. Royals hold on for the 4-3 win...regaining that half-game lead 

over Detroit in the division. The wingnuts playing their final regular season game tonight at home against 

the lemurs.  On the verge of 73 wins in the season. Runner on for Abel Nieves...he sends one up the first 

base line...that gets into the corner to score the runner...1-0 Wichita.  Four wingnuts were named post 

season all stars today...one of them, named the league's defensive player of the year.  Short stop Ryan 

Khoury with a great play to get the out here.  Then Brent Clevlen brings home the runner with a towering 

shot to left field.  4-1 the final tonight...as Wichita wins its 73rd game this season. The chiefs locked up 

their quarterback this weekend.  A 68 million dollar deal that gives Alex smith 30 million up front.  

Overall, a deal both sides were happy with...especially since they got it done before the season started.  The 

chiefs are fired up for their season opener.  This Sunday at noon against the titans on k-w-c-h 12. 

 

9/3/2014  4pm 

A house has extensive damage following a late morning fire in south Wichita.  It's an update to breaking 

news we brought you at noon.  the fire started at a home near Lincoln and Oliver.  Crews arrived to find 

smoke and flames coming from the back of the home.  Firefighters say that's where a downed power line 

caused problems. That forced them to fight the house fire from outside the home instead of inside.  No one 

was home.  It's not clear how the fire started. 

 

9/4/2014  9pm 

We're just one day away from the beginning of the Kansas State Fair. After kicking off tomorrow, the fair 

lasts through Sunday the 14th. We'll be out there every day of the event. To find out who will be there on 

what day.  Check out our interactive online guide.  You'll find it at "guide-2-state-fair" dot com.  You can 

see when Melissa or I will be there as well as all the rest of us at eyewitness news.  There's a map of all the 

activities and where you can buy your favorite fair foods.  Again, that's "guide-2-state-fair" dot com. 

 

9/5/2014  7am 

The state fair is back again, the 10 day event kicks off today.  You can get all your favorite foods on a stick 

and enjoy a cheap trick concert tonight. And as you head-out to the fair... Make sure you have our mobile 

website on your phone.  It's called "guide 2 state fair dot com.  There you can find-out where to get your 

favorite foods on a stick and see what the weather is doing by the hour. 

 

9/6/2014  9pm 

Here’s a live look of the state fair from our sky cam.  It's been a beautiful day for those heading out for the 

debates or catching some of that fair food.  or possibly stopping by the KWCH booth.  Ross and Millie  

were out meeting fans there today. They will be there for about another hour. 

 

9/8/2014  7am 

We all know weather can be a big problem here in Kansas but are you prepared for a disaster?  Governor 

Sam Brownback has declared September as emergency preparedness month in Kansas. To get you 

involved, Kansans are invited to the state fair today for Kansas emergency preparedness day.  You'll get 

information on how to prepare your family for emergency situations as well as see emergency response 

equipment.  It's all at the state fair in front of the administration building. 

 



 

 

9/9/2014  8am 

Maize South Elementary School students couldn't go outside for recess Monday afternoon. That's because a 

suspicious man was trying to get into Maize South Middle school.  Maize School District police and 

Wichita police say they are looking for the man.  He was seen rattling door handles outside the school.  

Administrators told parents in an email that the man wasn't successful in entering the school.     And there 

was little disruption to the school day. 

 

9/10/2014 4pm 

Nine students in the Wichita school district are receiving national recognition after being named as semi-

finalists in the national merit scholarship program. One student attends north high, another is at northwest 

high, and the other seven go to east high school, where today, they were congratulated by staff at their own 

school.  Now, after an application process and completion of the s-a-t's.... These students will have a shot at 

becoming a finalist or even winning a national merit scholarship.  Being a semi-finalist for the national 

merit means these students scored in the top one half of one percent in the state on their p-s-a-t. 

 

9/11/2014 9pm 

A day of remembrance across the country as thousands gathered at the new "one world trade center" to 

remember those who died when the twin towers fell 13 years ago.  At the pentagon, the president laid a 

wreath and spoke at a ceremony... addressing the families of those who died there on 9-11, a third 

ceremony at Shanksville, Pennsylvania remembering those who died when united flight 93 crashed in a 

field.  Sarah fisher was just four years old when she lost her father on 9-11.  Here in Kansas... Ceremonies 

included this one at fort riley... Where people gathered not just to remember what happened... but also those 

who have fallen in the line of duty, fighting terrorism. 

 

9/12/2014 7am 

The credibility of former Wichita police Chief Norman Williams is now being called into question after his 

name surfaced on a list of officers with potential issues testifying in a criminal case. It's a story eyewitness 

news has been following since the chief announced his retirement last month.  That list is known as a Brady 

Giglio status.  Yesterday we obtained paperwork from the city that suggests that former chief Norman 

Williams had credibility issues.  Factfinder 12 investigator Lauren Seabrook takes a closer look at what this 

means.  We have been asking city leaders for weeks if former police chief Norman Williams sudden 

retirement had anything to do with the Brady-Giglio list.  But the answer has always been the same... It's a 

personnel issue.  This is the second time we've been to former police Chief Norman Williams’ house ... 

Hoping for some answers about his possible credibility issues.  Take a look at these lists.  On September 

4th - 26 police employees had Brady Giglio status - six were support service personnel.  On September 6th- 

the day after Williams official last day of duty - that number dropped to five.  And ... On September 4th - it 

shows seven cases involving false reports.  In that category - there are now six. Williams was the only 

support service employee to leave the department during that time - but the police department will not 

confirm that connection. We've requested interviews with interim police Chief Nelson Mosley ... City 

manager Bob Layton ... And mayor carl brewer.  None of our city leaders will talk about Williams’ Brady-

Giglio status.  Interim city attorney Sharon Dickgrafe sent us an email saying - Biglio status of the 

individual would be contained in the employee's personnel file or professional standards file.  She says that 

information is not available to the public.  If the leader of public safety did something that makes the 

Wichita police department question his credibility ... We feel the public deserves to know what he did.  But 

according to the city ... That information will never be released.  Lauren Seabrook, factfinder 12 

investigators.  We do not know if it will not impact Williams’ retirement benefits.  But you can expect 

factfinder 12 to keep asking... And pass along any details as they become available.  We also sat down with 

defense attorney Charlie O’Hara, to discuss the legal ramifications this list could have.   You can see that 

interview at k-w-c-h dot com. 

 

9/13/2014 9pm 

New tonight, an Andover man is dead, after a head on crash on highway 254 in butler county.  It happened 

around 10:45 last night.  Eyewitness say a Toyota Prius was traveling the right way at first... But for some 

reason turned around... And started traveling west in the eastbound lanes.   The man driving the Prius.... 33-

year-old Frank Hammel... Hit a truck head on near east hunter road.  Hammell was killed.  Two eureka men 



 

 

in the truck were taken to St. Francis hospital in serious condition.   One has since been upgraded to fair 

condition.  The butler county sheriff's office is investigating what factors led up to the crash. 

 

9/14/2014 9pm 

Still to come, more trouble for the n-f-l, as Another player is removed from the roster and we hear from the 

British prime minister, after the latest gruesome death of a journalist at the hands of Isis.  Why he says 

world leader cannot ignore the threat and its turning 200 years old today. How people are remember the star 

spangled banner. That's coming up on eyewitness news at 9 -- plus your storm team 12 forecast at nine-oh-

nine. 

 

9/15/2014 8am 

The sheriff's office says it's looking for the driver of a dark s-u-v who hit and killed a Clearwater man and 

left the scene. Someone ran over the man early Sunday morning along 103-rd street near ridge road, then 

took off.  His family tells us his car had broken down, and he was walking back into Clearwater when he 

was hit. The sheriff's office wants to talk to  anyone who may have been in the area around 1-30 and 2-30 

Sunday morning .  We'll ask the sheriff's office about the man's identity today.  We will bring it to you on 

air and online at k-w-c-h dot com. 

 

9/17/2014 9pm 

A well-known Wichita restaurant is back open months after a fire forced it to shut down.  Today.... Stroud's 

passed a city health inspection.   Employees have been cleaning-up since July after a grease fire caused 

major damage.  The owner says... They've had to replace most of the kitchen.  The restaurant officially re-

opened at five o'clock.      

 

9/18/2014 7am 

There will be one less store for you to do your holiday shopping at. Sears in Towne west mall is closing its 

doors in early December.  More than 100 people will lose their jobs because of it.  Sears says some of them 

will be able to apply for other positions within the company.  Some of them are also eligible for severance 

pay. 

 

9/19/2014 8am 

Iphone fans, it's finally here. The iphone 6 hits stores today and just a few moments ago the a-t&t store 

opened their doors to eager customers.  Hannah Davis live right now from inside that store.  Good morning 

Kara.  Working this shift we're used to being out here before the sun is up... But today i have some 

company! Every time apple releases the newest phone...techies line up.  Today they have two options.  Two 

big changes to these phones... Are the "apple pay" system which turns your phone into a digital wallet and 

the health app. This is basically apple's response to the popularity of fit bits and fitness apps in the last year.  

Now i don't want to say this too loudly... But we'll get in well before that to show you a sneak peak at the 

new devices. Stick around for that in the next hour. 

 

9/21/2014 9pm 

In the health watch, a medical team from Kansas City left today to help fight the Ebola outbreak in West 

Africa.  Four people from the medical group *heart to heart international* are headed to Liberia for a week.  

The team plans to meet with people who are there and find out the best way they can help.  Since March, 

some 56-hundred people have been infected by the disease... At least 26-hundrerd have died. 

 

9/22/2014 7am 

Wichita police helping children in need.  The Wichita police department hosted the 20th annual "show and 

shine" car show Sunday afternoon at the W-S-U campus.  More than one hundred cars lined the parking lot, 

helping to raise money for the make-a-wish foundation.  Sergeant Kenneth Kimble says the event is a good 

way for public safety officials to interact with people in the community. Participants were judged and 

awarded trophies for the best cars, trucks and motorcycles. 

 

9/23/2014 8am 



 

 

Some of you might see this on your way out the door this morning.  Linda sent us this shot of a rainbow 

over the Maize water tower on Facebook.  She said she saw this while dropping her kids off at school this 

morning. 

 

9/24/2014 4pm 

 More than 100 workers with AGCO in Kansas get layoff notices.  It impacts 111 workers total between 

facilities in Hesston and Beloit.  That's 72 in Hesston and 39 in Beloit.  The company blames a downturn in 

the markets for the lay-offs.  Danny Hawkins with the United Steelworkers Union says... he hopes workers 

will be brought back as soon as the market returns.     

 

9/25/2014 9pm 

U-s airstrikes continue in Iraq as ISIS militants storm a base near Baghdad, killing as many as 300 Iraqi 

soldiers.  Now, more u-s troops are being deployed to the Middle East to help fight ISIS.  Roger Cornish 

continues our coverage of how hundreds of Kansas troops are part of the effort.  The department of defense 

announced today roughly 500 soldiers from the 1st infantry division at fort riley are being deployed.  Of 

those, around 200 will deploy to Baghdad to advise Iraqi forces.  Government officials have not specified 

where the other 300 will be stationed.  However, a pentagon spokesman in Washington says there are no 

immediate plans for them to go into Iraq.  The troops are not expected to be used in ground combat.  

Defense officials say they will serve as advisors to Iraqi security forces and help then conduct intelligence, 

surveillance and reconnaissance flights. The troops are expected to remain overseas for one year. 

 

9/26/2014 7am 

After the race, be sure to pay us a visit at the kwch booth to pick up a free gift. And ahead of race day you 

can head to our website for details on the best places to park...and maps of which roads will be shut down.   

You can also check out pictures from last year's event.   It's all at k-w-c-h dot com slash race the number 

four the cure. 

 

9/27/2014 9pm 

  A Wichita man wakes up to find his pickup truck in flames... And a fire threatening is home.  Fire crews 

were called to the 600 block of south vine around 3-30 this morning.  That's where the homeowner saw 

flames shooting up from his garage. His truck and garage are completely destroyed...but crews were able to 

put the fire out quickly with minimal damage to his home.  He describes what heard.  He was able to get his 

daughter, dogs and himself outside without any injuries.  The cause of the fire is still under 

investigation...but fire crews believe it started under the hood of the pickup truck. 

 

9/28/2014 9pm 

Now to a story that will make you Kansas proud.  A local organization is getting a big thank you from 

overseas.  Devon Fasbinder explains how a much needed donation it made to the Marine Corps.... Is 

helping special soldiers save American lives.   In the u-s Marine Corps, marines use working dogs to sniff 

out i-e-ds which are essentially personnel bombs.  Last year, a marine close to the Wichita kennel club told 

it how dogs burn their paws training in the desert in Afghanistan.  So the club decided to take care of the 

dogs by getting them some boots.  And recently got some recognition of its own.  The Wichita kennel club 

knows the importance of dogs in life...and in combat.  So when a marine close to the club told members 

about the need for training boots, they responded.  The boots look like this...and help protect the dogs' feet 

against the hot desert sand in Afghanistan.  They're used for training the dogs to sniff out i-e-ds which are 

personnel bombs. It turns out the unit who got the boots thought the kennel club was important too...and 

sent them these.  A flag flown at the base and a certificate of thanks. The club framed the pair up and plans 

on displaying them. The kennel club says it's not going to stop here.  It's going to keep checking overseas to 

see what else is needed and may donate some supplies again.  The club tells us it sent over several pairs of 

the boots and spent several hundred dollars on the supplies. 

 

9/29/2014 8am 

Who should come to your event?  Anyone who is starting to plan for their retirement or is already retired 

and wanting to learn more about the options available to them for comfortable, affordable retirement living 

options.  It is also a great event for people with questions about how to make the best use of their retirement 

savings. Why is it important for care providers or seniors to attend this event? The information presented at 



 

 

this event is not only helpful, but crucial to making the most important decision for yourselves or loved 

ones -- to ensure the best possible experience for your retirement years. As the senior population continues 

to grow here in the U.S., it's imperative to hone in and learn the information that will benefit and impact 

your future Why is Catholic Care hosting this event? Catholic Care Center is committed to being a 

community resource and part of our ministry is providing educational resources to people in our area.  Our 

goal is to empower seniors, regardless of their religious denomination, with the knowledge that will allow 

them to be successful and happy in whatever retirement life they choose. How does a person get more 

information or RSVP? Please call Jennifer Sanders at 771-6593 and I will be happy to answer questions 

and register you for this exciting event! 

 

9/30/2014 9pm 

Fans packed bars tonight here in Wichita to cheer on the royals.  Devon Fasbinder is at a playoff watch 

party in old town.  There's been cheering, toasting and clapping several times here at Emerson Biggins 

tonight.  Fans came out here to show their support for their team.  Many say it's all about the atmosphere.  

Some remember what it was like 29 years ago...and say this game brings back memories.  Fans I’ve talked 

to here tonight say they think the royals are going to do it.  I'm going to stay here until the end of the game 

and I’ll let you know what fans say after the game ends...win or lose.  Look for that at ten. 

 

ECONOMY 

 

 

7/1/2014  7am 

With all the recent rain....winter wheat harvest in the state has slowed.  About 40 percent of the crop has 

been cut.  That's well behind the average of 66 percent.  About 84 percent of the crop is ready to be cut.  

The condition of the wheat still in the field isn't great.  More than 60 percent is in poor to very poor stage. 

 

7/3/2014  4pm 

The stock market closed for the holidays - at an all-time high.  Wall street got a lift from a better than 

expected unemployment report that shows the economy is moving ahead. Mark albert has the story. 

Employers hired at a faster clip in June, adding 288-thousand new jobs. The surge helped drive down the 

unemployment rate to 6 point 1 percent. Shimona Ingram was part of the wave. She was out of work for 

nine months before starting a new job last week.  President Obama welcomed the news, while visiting 

technology entrepreneurs. Economists hope that will change, if the current pace continues - five straight 

months of job gains over 200-thousand. Ingram is grateful =her= search is over. The unemployment rate is 

now at its lowest level since September 2008, sparking a celebration on Wall Street. The dow jones 

industrial average closed over 17-thousand for the first time in history. Ma, for cbs news, Washington 

 

7/8/2014  4pm 

United airlines says it will outsource some of its work to contractors at 12 airports...including Wichita mid-

continent.  About 52 employees will be affected in Wichita.  They include baggage handlers...ground 

crew...and customer service agents at ticket counters and gates. The company says it's making the change to 

make its costs more competitive. 

 

7/15/2014 7am 

Kansas farmers are almost done cutting all their wheat.  A national ag agency reports 90-percent of the 

wheat has been cut.  Despite all the rain, that's only six-percent down from normal for this time of year.  

Other crops this morning... About half of corn is in good condition.  More than half of sorghum is rated 

good.  Soybeans are also doing well with only 3 percent in poor or very poor conditions. 

 

7/18/2014 7am 

More problems for the Barton County treasurer's office. You may remember the county recently learned its 

books were off... And it had about half a million dollars more than expected.  The county hired an outside 

auditor who then found illegal practices.  The office takes cash when people pay taxes or renew car titles.  

If the balance was off at the end of the day...employees had to make up the difference.  That's illegal.  The 

county administrator says... He's now working to get former and current employees reimbursed.  The 



 

 

county administrator told us... It's unclear how long the practice went on or how much money employees 

gave. 

 

7/24/2014 9pm 

In our aviation watch tonight, plane maker bombardier announces it will cut 18-hundred jobs worldwide. 

Bombardier says the cuts will affect administrative jobs... Like human resources. The company says they 

will *not be production jobs.  A spokesperson says it's too early to know what the impact will be at the 

company's Learjet plant in Wichita.  In January, bombardier announced it would cut 550 jobs here in 

Wichita. 

 

7/25/2014 7am 

In the aviation watch, bombardier announces its cutting 18-hundred jobs at facilities worldwide.   

Bombardier says the cuts will affect administrative jobs... Like human resources. The company says they 

will *not be production jobs.  A spokesperson says it's too early to know what the impact will be at the 

company's Learjet plant in Wichita. 

 

8/5/2014  4pm 

Wichita voters will see a question about a sales tax increase on the *November ballot. In a 6-to-1 vote the 

city council approved putting the one-cent increase on the ballot today.  The money would help pay for a 

long-term water supply... Improved city transit and street repairs.  Some of it would also go into a special 

"jobs fund" to help attract new business to the city. You can learn more about the proposed increase at our 

website...kwch dot com. 

 

8/6/2014  9pm 

Attracting new businesses and jobs in Kansas could get tougher.  That's because standard & poor 

downgraded the state's financial rating. This is Kansas' second downgrade in 4 months.  The s&p says the 

downgrade reflects an unbalanced budget after tax cuts weren't offset by spending cuts.  That means higher 

interest rates when the government borrows to fix roads and fund schools. And "red flags" to any business 

thinking about moving to Kansas.  Kriz says lawmakers need to balance the budget or face more 

downgrades.  Brownback says our rating is still high, and rating agencies don't like tax cuts.  His opponent, 

democrat Paul Davis, says the downgrade shows the governor's plans have failed. 

 

8/7/2014  7am 

Attracting new businesses and jobs in Kansas could get tougher.  That's because standard & poor 

downgraded the state's financial rating.  This is Kansas' second downgrade in 4 months.  The s&p says the 

downgrade reflects an unbalanced budget after tax cuts weren't offset by spending cuts.  That means higher 

interest rates when the government borrows to fix roads and fund schools.  And "red flags" to any business 

thinking about moving to Kansas.  Kriz says lawmakers need to balance the budget or face more 

downgrades.  Brownback says our rating is still high, and rating agencies don't like tax cuts.  His opponent, 

democrat Paul Davis, says the downgrade shows the governor's plans have failed. 

 

8/14/2014 8am 

  New this morning, the Wichita metro chamber of commerce will hold a special meeting next week.  Board 

members will decide whether they will endorse a proposed sales tax increase.  The 1-percent increase will 

help provide incentives to bring and keep businesses in Wichita.  The meeting is scheduled for around 11-

30 Monday morning.   You'll have your chance to decide on the issue on November fourth in the general 

election. 

 

8/29/2014 4pm 

Workers at spirit aerosystems get the option to retire early. This week some employees were offered a 

voluntary early retirement package.  Hannah Davis explains who is eligible and what this move means for 

the company. In the aviation watch, on Thursday spirit areosystems offered some of its workers the option 

to retire early. A spokesperson for spirit says the offer is only for workers over 55 who have worked at 

spirit for 10 or more years. Spirit did not say how many workers received the offer or what incentives are a 

part of the retirement packages. Spirit has been working to cut down overhead costs after a rough year in 

2013. That's when the company lost more than 200 million dollars in one quarter. But recently things have 



 

 

been looking up. In 2014 spirits earnings were in the black. And in April the company posted 250 job 

openings at their Wichita location  a spokesperson for spirit wants to emphasize that this voluntary 

retirement package is optional and workers get to decide whether or not to take it. In Wichita, Hannah 

Davis eyewitness news. We talked to a professor of economics at WSU who told us-  sometimes it's a lot 

kinder and gentler to give people an option, as opposed to start going around, picking them out saying 

'you're going to have to leave' 

 

9/1/2014  7am 

It's said that breakfast is the most important meal of the day - while that may be true - to put that meal on 

the table is going to cost you more.  Food prices are on the rise and analysts blame the higher prices - at 

least in part - on the weather.  Drought is boosting the price of milk, dairy, fruits and veggies and coffee.  

This year alone, Maxwell house, Folgers and Starbucks raised prices by as much as 10 percent.   Bacon is 

at a 30 year high and another breakfast staple - orange juice - hasn't fared much better - after bacteria hit the 

citrus crop in Florida. 

 

9/2/2014  8am 

A sign the economy *could* be improving.  The workforce centers of south central Kansas says *fewer* 

people are walking through its doors looking for work.  And, more and more employers are posting jobs.  A 

spokeswoman says in the last month... The center has held 16 job fairs.  In 2013...they only had 39 total.  

However, people are still looking for jobs.  Factfinder12 checked with the Kansas department of labor to 

see just how many.  Nationally, the unemployment rate is just over 6 percent.  In Kansas, it's almost 5 

percent. For Wichita and the surrounding area, the unemployment rate is higher than the state.  The 

department of labor credits that improvement to job growth in areas like construction, healthcare, and 

hospitality.  But there is some job loss in this region-- in the area of aerospace production and parts 

manufacturing.    

 

9/17/2014 9pm 

Sears will leave west Wichita by early December, leaving about 100 Wichitians without a job.  But what 

does that mean for Wichita?  Jade DeGood spoke with a local economist.  She joins us from the newsroom.  

The sears and the auto center we're talking about is at *Towne west square.*  the economist i talked to 

today.. Says that's where you'll see the biggest impact... At the mall.  The local economy will likely not 

notice a thing.  The sears store and auto center at towne west square mall will close by early December, 

taking 103 jobs out of the Wichita workforce. Jeremy hill is the director for the center of economic 

development and business research at w-s-u.  He says those who lose their jobs shouldn't have a hard time 

finding new work. Sears says some employees will have the opportunity to apply for open positions at area 

sears and k-mart stores.  Some will also be eligible for severance.  Instead, the biggest impact will be seen 

at the mall itself--where sears is one of five anchors. Hill says that will also cause a problem for those 

smaller retailers inside the mall who need that extra foot traffic.   Especially since we are just now starting 

the holiday shopping season. Sears says... The reason it's closing... Is to reduce expenses... Adjust assets, 

and continue to transform its business model. 

 

9/20/2014 9pm 

A consumer alert, General motors is recalling more than 205-thousand vehicles. The company says there's 

an issue with the electronic park brake software.  The vehicles under recall are model year 2013 and 2014 

Cadillac x-t-s and 2014 and 2015 Chevrolet impala sedans.   G-m says it is not aware of any crashes caused 

by this malfunction. 

 

9/25/2014 9pm 

Major cuts are on the way for the "Kansas air national guard unit" at McConnell air force base.  About 150 

full-time and 60 part-time jobs will be cut.  Most of those guard members will be sent to other locations in 

the state. However, about 25 of them will not get new jobs. The cuts are part of the on-going federal 

reductions in defense spending--which are going on nation-wide.  We also spoke with U-S Senator Jerry 

Moran after the cuts were announced.  He calls the developments disappointing.  Guard members 

remaining at McConnell will continue their intelligence work and cyber missions helping war fighters 

around the world. 

 



 

 

9/26/2014 7am 

Some defense cuts will have an impact at McConnell air force base.  The cuts are for the air national guard 

unit based at McConnell.  About 30 percent of the full time guard members will be cut.  That works out to 

be around 150 jobs.  Most of these guard members will be moved to other guard locations. These cuts are 

part of the ongoing federal reduction of defense spending happing nationwide. 

 

9/30/2014 9pm 

The Kansas Department of Revenue says tax collections fell 21 million dollars short this month.  The 

department is emphasizing that even with overall taxes falling short...the state saw higher than expected 

corporate income tax collections.  The biggest shortfall is in personal income tax collections. 

 

 

  



 

 

EDUCATION 

 

7/9/2014  8am 

Your kid may not be getting a report card about how they performed on standardized tests this past school 

year.  The state board of education has decided not to release scores.  Some students weren't able to finish 

the tests because of computer glitches and even a cyber attack.  The board's decision means there won't be a 

report on how students scored overall statewide, or how each school district preformed. 

 

7/14/2014 7am 

Parents...you can enroll your Wichita public schools student online starting today. You’ll be able to 

complete standard enrollment forms...approve policies and pay for enrollment fees and school meals.  You 

will need a parent-vue account to enroll online.  If you don't have one...you can print off the forms and 

return them during your child's school enrollment week.  In-person enrollment starts on the 25th. 

 

7/15/2014 7am 

It will be a little longer before the maize school board decides which school students should attend.  The 

board asked for more information last night on three different choices.  Pilar Pedraza spoke with the 

superintendent to find out what it means for maize students and parents. But that came only after appeals 

from two parents, not to make any changes to the system. The question of how to decide which students 

attend which schools in maize is a sensitive issue. After a year and a half of study by the district.... The 

board narrowed its options to three. The choice whether to keep things the way they are, divide the students 

up among schools based on their addresses... Or let them make an early choice of elementary or middle 

school that would lead directly to a specific high school... Called a feeder system. But board members 

decided... They needed more information. The board asked the superintendent to work with administrators 

on details of how each plan would work specifically in maize.  That may take awhile. The board also asked 

the superintendent to look at how adding a third school to help the growing student body would affect the 

plans. 

 

7/18/2014 7am 

Wichita state students...if you plan to park on campus this coming school year...you now have to buy a 

parking permit. The new rule goes into effect august 18th.  The 120 dollar permit covers the entire school 

year.   It's only 60-bucks for motorcycles.  Vehicles without permits will be ticketed. 

 

7/24/2014 9pm 

Students looking to enroll for the 2014-2015 school year at Wichita schools can begin enrolling in person 

starting Friday.  On line enrollment is already underway.  To enroll in person, students will have to go to 

the school they will attend this fall. 

 

7/25/2014 7am 

Teachers in the Wichita school district may soon be getting a raise. The district and teachers union agreed 

on a new contract Thursday.  The new deal includes a two percent pay increase, and increases for years of 

experience and additional education.  The contract now goes to a school board vote in august.  Union 

members must also approve it as well. 

 

8/1/2014  7am 

Governor Sam Brownback will name a new Kansas board of regents today. The announcement will be 

made at 10.  The nine member board is in charge of the six state universities and the 32 public higher 

education institutes. 

 

8/6/2014  9pm 

  Meanwhile... Wichita schools are focusing on your child's safety. That's part of a new training video 

teachers and staff at Wichita’s south high watched today.  This year... The district is changing how it would 

handle a violent intruder... And how it keeps *your children safe.  School safety director Terri Moses 

showed teachers how to run, hide -- and if necessary -- fight!  The district says parents shouldn't rush to the 

school if there's an incident.  You'll only get in the way of police officers.   And it says, don't call your 



 

 

child's cell phone.  The ringing could alert the intruder to their whereabouts.”  If you'd like to see the entire 

training video, head over to k-w-c-h dot com. 

 

8/7/2014  7am 

  It's a classroom experience unlike any we as adults lived... But technology will shape your children’s 

learning this year. As technology continues to surge ahead... Teachers and students are following in its 

wake.  Pilar Pedraza takes a look at what new technology your child can expect to see in the classroom... 

As we go back to school with eyewitness news.  You wouldn't think of these... A pile of Legos.. And a bit 

of green felt as the latest in high tech in the classroom. But combined with computers.. They're helping 

your kids explore new worlds.  Dyane Smokorowski, the 20-13 Kansas teacher of the year... And 

technology coach for the Andover schools.. Shows us how. These long beloved blocks may not look like 

the latest in high technology.. But they are. A little creativity.. A camera and a computer can turn these 

toys.. Into learning tools. For example.. A comic strip explaining the history of child labor laws. Or what 

about this piece of green felt. It could soon be helping your student travel around the world. And then there 

all those apps... Like this one for younger students who can't read and write yet. And already they're 

learning the basics of composition, plot and character development. While much of the technology may 

seem foreign to adults who grew up without it... Students aren't as far ahead in its use as we might thingk. 

And each new tool is introduced for what it can teach.. Not what it can do.  That experience can take your 

student all around the world.  Last year... Using Skype to connect with other classrooms.. Students at 

Andover 'visited' 130 different schools around the world... Learning about biospheres, cultures, languages, 

and history, among other things.  And i have a confession to make.. I didn't put this Lego display together. 

My 14 year old son did.  And he is earnestly hoping his teachers use Lego storyteller this year!   

Eyewitness news is going back to school all this week.  Pilar continues her back to school series tonight at 

ten.  It's a medical warning about how time your children spend on the electronics is affecting their bodies 

and health.  You can also head to our back to school section at k-w-c-h dot com. You can see school supply 

lists...lunch menus and immunization requirements.  Also...don't forget to send us a picture of your child on 

the first day of school. You can email it to photos at k-w-c-h dot com. For Wichita students...the first day 

back is just five days away! 

 

8/11/2014 7am 

This morning we are waiting to hear if Kansas' largest teachers union will carry out a lawsuit they 

threatened to make against the state.  We told you in June... The Kansas national education association will 

challenge the legislature's decision on the school funding law.  The group told us earlier, the lawsuit isn't 

about school funding, but some of the other policy changes included in the funding bill. 

 

8/12/2014 4pm 

  Today was the first day back to school after summer break for Wichita public schools.   We were there 

while kids and teachers showed up at college hill elementary-they're back in the building after a fire forced 

them out last year.   Wichita public schools doesn't have enrollment numbers yet... But the district expected 

about 51-thousand students were returning to class today. 

 

8/14/2014 8am 

It's back to school this week, and this little one headed off to kindergarten yesterday. We hope you had a 

good day.  More of you go back to school today.  We know it's derby's first day back.  We want to see your 

first day pictures. Send them photos at kwch dot com or put them on our facebook page.  You may get to 

see them on air.  We also have a photo gallery of all the first day pics at kwch dot com slash back to school. 

 

8/21/2014 8am 

Don't forget your i-d if you go to visit you kid at school this year.  It's part of a new program Wichita 

schools are now using to help keep your kids safe.  Hannah Davis looked into how the program works.  

Hannah what to parents need to know?  Kara there are nearly 800 thousand sex offenders in the u-s... Many 

who target kids. This morning Wichita public schools start a new program aimed at keeping students safe.  

Back in April eyewitness news anchor Michael Schwanke visited schools testing the system.  It's simple to 

use, visitors are required to hand over driver’s license or state issued i-d.  That i-d is scanned and checked 

against sex offender registries.  Once cleared the visitor is issued a badge with a picture on it. This is what 

it looks like when a known sex offender is entered into the system. Administrators in the building also get 



 

 

an alert on their phones and the company calls the school.   If that happens. Administrators and security 

would escort that person out the building.  All Wichita schools should be using this program by October 

second.   

 

8/27/2014 9pm 

Students, family, and friends gathered at Wichita's Kapaun Mount Carmel High School to remember Renee 

LaFever.  The social science teacher, died unexpectedly from a medical complication Sunday. She started 

teaching at Kapaun in 2001. But, she spent more than 30 years in the classroom.  School will be canceled 

Friday for her memorial service.  

 

8/28/2014 7am 

New now, students aren't getting enough help from their school when it comes to understanding student 

loan debt.  That's according to a new report written by two k-state professors. The report outlines ways to 

educate students. An associate professor says one of the main reasons people drop out of college is because 

they can't afford it. 

 

9/11/2014 9pm 

Wichita west high school shows off the completion of its bond issue improvement projects.  additions 

include a new gym, swimming pool, and fine arts suite... That also serves as a storm shelter.  The 2008 

bond issue funded projects at dozens of schools.  We asked the district what's left for factfinder 12. 

construction is still underway on 12 projects.  10 more are either in design or about to begin... Including the 

new southeast high school.  Completed projects include 77 safe room shelters... Eight new or fully 

remodeled schools... and 47 classroom additions. 

 

9/12/2014 7am 

Wichita West high school shows off the completion of its bond issue improvement projects.  additions 

include a new gym, swimming pool, and fine arts suite... That also serves as a storm shelter. The 2008 bond 

issue funded projects at dozens of schools.  we asked the district what's left for factfinder 12.  construction 

is still underway on 12 projects. 10 more are either in design or about to begin... Including the new 

Southeast high school. Completed projects include 77 safe room shelters... Eight new or fully remodeled 

schools... and 47 classroom additions. 

 

9/22/2014 7am 

  It seems like technology is moving faster than many of us can keep up with it.  But it's especially true in 

schools.  Emily griffin is live outside Hadley middle school to explain the big purchase Wichita school 

district could make. Hadley middle school, used as pilot school to test out the printers... Used an older 

version of the 3-d printers. But now, with approval from school board. District could purchase new printers 

for 18 different middle schools. All of part of the school's lead the way program. They'll primarily be used 

in the career and technical education program... And help students learn about measurements. It's very 

hands on.... We talked with teachers before about these plans and they say the goal is to get kids hooked in 

this area of study while they're young, so they'll stick with it through high school and hopefully college. 

The purchase of the printers is on the school board's agenda for their meeting later today. It's listed right 

now as a 60-thousand dollar investment. But will be possible thanks to a grant for the Cargill company. 

School board meeting at 6pm tonight. 

 

9/23/2014 8am 

The Kansas board of Regents is looking into tying a portion of university funding to performance.  It has 

formed a group to study how to measure performance - What the goals would be - And amount of funding 

involved.  The Board of Regents President hopes performance-based budgeting will allow schools to earn 

more funding than they currently receive from the state.  Critics say... it could actually be used to reduce 

funding. 

  

 



 

 

ENVIRONMENT 

 

7/1/2014  7am 

Early Tuesday, slow moving storms and locally heavy rain continues to train along and siuth of Hwy. 50. 

Nothing severe but lots of high water and water covered roads. Stepping out to 50s and 60s under a partly 

to mostly cloudy sky. Tuesday afternoon highs will top-out in the lower to mid-80s with a northerly wind 

and lower humidity. Future Track shows us. Rain and storms will slowly push out of KS this a.m. with 

clearing skies by afternoon. The rest of our week looks dry and mild. Fourth of July Friday - nice.  Today's 

forecast. Tonight forecast. Tomorrow's forecast. 7-Day forecast hardly any great chances for rain/storms 

and highs back in the 90s by this weekend. 

 

7/2/2014  8am 

Meteorologist Mark Larson says after a clear, cool night, clouds will slide into western Kansas Wednesday 

where a few passing showers will be possible.  The rain will not be heavy but because of the cloud cover 

and scattered showers, temperatures will be much cooler than average for July, especially over the west. 

Early Wednesday, temps fell into the 50s for most of Kansas but close to 60 around Wichita with light 

winds. Wednesday afternoon highs will only top-out in the mid-70s to lower 80s.  The wind will be light, 

like Tuesday, and the humidity should stay in the "comfortable" zone. Thursday we can expect gusty 

southerly winds to crank back up again across western Kansas with highs climbing back up into the 80s 

statewide. Look for mostly dry weather through the weekend with afternoon highs soaring into the low to 

mid-90s by Saturday and Sunday. 

 

7/3/2014  4pm 

Welcome in to Geneseo, Ross Janssen's hometown. Your holiday weekend for here in Geneseo looks 

increasingly warm.  Turning partly cloudy for your Fourth of July and a high of 89.  A shower is possible 

Saturday morning then look for 90s over the weekend. New tonight at five... I'll show you a little more of 

the hometown history of my hometown, Geneseo. 

 

7/4/2014  9pm 

It was a nice day to get out and enjoy Fourth of July celebrations.  But will it last.  Storm team 12 

meteorologist Ross Janssen joins us with a look at what you can expect for the rest of your fourth of July 

weekend. 

 

7/6/2014  9pm 

Highs today were in the 90s and low 100s. Radar shows a fading storm in the northwest. Outlook for 

tomorrow shows a chance for severe weather over northern Kansas and southern Nebraska. Future Track 

shows: high temperatures around 100 Monday, excessive outdoor work in the afternoon could be 

dangerous. Heat index values will be between 100-105. Low temperatures Sunday night will drop only into 

the upper 60s and low 70s. The winds will be light from the south. Temperatures soar on Monday back to 

around 100. South to southwest winds will be a bit gusty during the afternoon and into the early evening 

hours. Scattered storms are expected across far northern Kansas and southern Nebraska heading into 

Monday night. Any chance for storms should stay north of I-70. Highs will cool down into the upper 80s 

and low 90s for Tuesday with a slight chance for a few storms. Forecast for tonight. Forecast for 

Tomorrow. 7 day forecast shows. 

 

7/7/2014  7am 

Early Monday, skies are clear to partly cloudy and temps only dipped into the 60s and 70s. Monday 

afternoon highs will top-out around 100 for many of us with enough humidity to make it feel like 105 for 

some. Southerly winds will get gusty later today. Future Track shows us. A few high clouds today but other 

than the dangerous heat and gusty winds, quiet weather. Tonight - a cold front could spark a few storms 

north of I-70. Heat relief is on the way behind the front Tuesday along with a few isolated storms across 

southern KS. Northerly winds behind the front will also usher in lower humidity. Today's forecast. Tonight 

forecast. Tomorrow's forecast. 7-Day forecast says we'll be dry Wednesday with chances for rain/storms 

early and late Thursday and again Sunday night. 

 

7/8/2014  4pm 



 

 

Just a few sprinkles on radar to the east of Wichita. A chance for some severe storms tomorrow night in 

western Kansas. Warmer tomorrow then hotter by Friday. Future Track shows condition for the next couple 

of days. Current temperatures and winds. The forecast for tonight, tomorrow and the next 7 days. 

 

7/9/2014  8am 

Meteorologist Mark Larson says after a quiet weather night across Kansas, storm chances return 

Wednesday evening through early Thursday morning. Early Wednesday, skies were clear to partly cloudy 

and temps fell into the comfortably cool 60s. The winds were light and the humidity was down. Wednesday 

afternoon will be warm with highs around 90. Look for increasing clouds later in the day with a storms 

developing Wednesday evening.  Large hail will be possible with a few stronger storms but widespread 

severe weather is not likely. The storms will spread south and east into early Thursday morning with the 

best bets to get wet over central and eastern Kansas. After the storms roll away Thursday afternoon, get set 

to sizzle again as highs soar back up into the upper-90s to near 100 Friday and into our weekend. 

 

7/10/2014 7am 

Radar continues to show a band of rain/storms sinking through central KS at this time while the west is dry. 

Early Thursday, storms dropped locally heavy rain over parts of Kansas and temps fell into the 60s. 

Thursday afternoon storms will be long gone with decreasing clouds and it will be a bit warmer. Look for 

highs near 90 across the east with upper-90s to near 100 degree temps found in the west.  

 

7/11/2014 4pm 

All is quiet on HD Super Doppler Radar this afternoon. Temperatures will be heating up over the weekend 

with mostly dry conditions expected. HD Future Track shows the expected weather through Sunday 

evening. Current temperatures and winds are up. Your forecast for tonight, tomorrow and the next 7 days. 

 

7/12/2014 9pm 

Some parts of the country are getting ready for a cool down.  In the great lakes region, temperatures could 

drop 10-to-20 degrees below normal next week.  Weather experts say these cooler temps aren't linked to the 

winter polar vortex... That hit early this year. Rodney price is in the weather center tonight to explain. 

 

7/13/2014 9pm 

Radar shows some scattered storms in northwest Kansas that are moving south and will weaken the 

remainder of the evening. Temperatures will cool off significantly this week with a chunk of cool air 

coming south. Future track shows: a dramatic drop in temperatures for the upcoming week. Heading into 

what is supposed to be the hottest time of the year, highs will only be in the 70s for most of the state 

beginning Tuesday and lasting through Thursday. Overnight, spotty showers and storms in the west will 

fade with some clouds sticking around. Lows will be in the 60s to near 70 with light winds. The wind will 

turn back to the northeast on Monday and highs will be in the 80s. Some showers and isolated storms will 

develop during the late morning and afternoon hours and push south during the day.  Severe storms are not 

likely. Some rain and isolated storms can be expected again in western Kansas Tuesday while everyone 

will have the much cooler air in place. Highs will be in the 70s (15-20 degrees cooler than normal) 

Temperatures now Forecast tonight Forecast tomorrow 7 day forecast 

 

7/14/2014 7am 

Early Monday, spotty showers and storms in the west faded but a few clouds stuck around. Temps fell into 

the 60s to near 70 with light winds. The wind will switch back to the northeast Monday with highs in the 

80s along with increasing clouds.  Scattered showers and isolated storms will develop during by late 

morning and afternoon across northern Kansas then slide southward through the day. Severe storms are not 

likely. 

 

7/15/2014 7am 

Early Tuesday, temperatures dipped into the 50s under a mostly clear sky with light northeast winds. 

Tuesday looks dry for most of the state but a few late afternoon showers may develop over far western 

Kansas. They will be spotty, if the spark at all.  Highs will be in the 70s which will be much cooler than our 

normal high of 93. Widespread rains and isolated storms will crank-up late Tuesday night across western 

Kansas then spread eastward Wednesday. Severe storms are not likely but Wednesday will be even cooler 



 

 

with highs in the 60s to around 70 degrees. Future Track shows us. Increasing clouds by afternoon along 

with a few showers for western KS. Areas of rain, and a few non-severe storms, will really begin to expand 

and move east late tonight and into Wednesday. Tomorrow - occasional rain, a few storms and even cooler. 

Today's forecast. Tonight forecast. Tomorrow's forecast. 7-Day forecast looks cool again Thursday then a 

bit warmer Friday then back to summer heat this weekend and early next week. Storms late Saturday will 

be strong and could be severe. 

 

7/17/2014 4pm 

A 3 point 6 earthquake shook the ground in Caldwell this morning.  Take a look at what Shawna Newton 

says it did to her ceiling.  She says there was a two inch crack in her ceiling, but after the earthquake, 

there's a three foot hole.  We heard from many of you this saying the earthquake woke you up.  It was felt 

as far away as northwest Wichita. 

 

7/18/2014 7am 

Showers moved out of KS while we were sleeping but areas of fog developed due to the wet ground, high 

humidity and light winds. Temperatures across the state held nearly steady in the upper 50s to around 60. 

Friday's soupy start will give way to a brighter, warmer finish. Sunshine will return by afternoon and you'll 

easily notice warmer temps too.  Highs will be close to 80 for much of the state and our winds will come 

back around to the south. 

 

7/19/2014 9pm 

We are tracking a few storms in southeast Colorado on HD Super Doppler but the movement should keep it 

out of Kansas.  Here's a look at Capitol Federal Skycam .  Current temperatures around Kansas.  On HD 

Future Track, leftover storms will fade away the rest of the evening.  Tomorrow, you'll notice more heat 

and humidity. Plenty of sunshine and more wind are expected along with the bump up in temperatures.   

Here's tonight's forecast.  A look at Sunday's forecast. The hourly forecast looks this way.  Here's the 7-day 

forecast.   

 

7/20/2014 9pm 

Heat advisory has been issued for northern Kansas for Monday afternoon with heat indices climbing well 

above 100. Forecast temperatures are expected to start out near 70 and then warm into the 80s by the lunch 

hour and 90s into the afternoon. Some areas will be close to 100. Future Track shows: after a week of 

cooler than normal July temperatures, dangerous July heat is back for much of the area. Heat advisories 

have been issued for central and northern Kansas with heat indices expected to climb well above 100. Low 

temperatures in Kansas overnight will fall into the upper 60s and low 70s. The winds will be light from the 

south. There will be just a few high clouds passing through on Monday, but not enough to keep 

temperatures down. Much of the state can expect highs between 95-100, but a few locations are expected to 

get above the century mark. Expect a gusty south winds. Tuesday will be even hotter just ahead of a cold 

front that should be coming in Tuesday night or Wednesday, bringing the temperatures back down into the 

lower 90s for most of the state. Current temperatures now. Rain chances are minimal on a widespread basis 

this week.  

 

7/21/2014 8am 

Early Monday, temperatures only fell into the upper-60s and lower-70s with a light south wind, under a 

mostly clear sky. Look for just a few high clouds to pass through our area Monday, certainly not enough to 

keep temperatures down. Most of the state can expect highs between 95-100 with a few locations topping 

century mark. Southerly winds will be gusty again like they were Sunday. Tuesday will be even hotter just 

ahead of a cold front that should arrive Tuesday night or early Wednesday, bringing the temperatures back 

down into the lower 90s for most of Kansas. Future Track shows us, Lots clear skies early Monday and just 

a few high clouds by afternoon. Monday night looks dry with more high clouds, mild temps and muggy, 

high humidity. Tomorrow - will be hot and dry but a few isolated showers or storms could pop-up in the 

heat of the day over the west ahead of an approaching cold front expected to arrive late Tuesday or early 

Wednesday. Behind the front - temps will not be as hot and other than a few early showers or storms for 

some - Wednesday afternoon look dry.  7-Day forecast shows the heat's on again by week's end and other 

than a few isolated storms Saturday evening, the weekend looks dry. 

 



 

 

7/22/2014 7am 

A heat advisory remains in effect for most of Kansas with dangerous heat indices soaring to between 105-

110 by afternoon. Under a partly to mostly cloudy sky early Tuesday it was warm and muggy with temps 

only falling into the lower 70s. Tuesday afternoon will be mostly sunny and very hot. Highs top-out in the 

100 to 105 range over most of the state with highest heat indices from 3 to 6 p.m. South to southwest winds 

run close 20 mph later in the day. 

 

7/23/2014 4pm 

We're tracking isolated storms in southwest Kansas on HD Super Doppler.  Here's your evening forecast. 

 

7/24/2014 9pm 

Extreme heat is expected to return for part of Kansas this weekend.  But there are some changes in your 

forecast.  Storm team 12 meteorologist Ross Janssen joins us now with what you can expect. 

 

7/26/2014 9pm 

We're tracking some strong storms in the Garden City area, along with between Jetmore and Ness City.  

Half-dollar size hail possible along with 60 mph winds. measuring this time frame in hours!  It won't be as 

hot Sunday.  We'll talk about that part of the forecast coming up. 

 

7/27/2014 9pm 

A cooler week is expected across much of Kansas with some isolated chances for showers and storms. 

Overnight, the skies will clear expect for some lingering clouds in the south and west. Lows will fall into 

the 60s with light northeast or east winds. Monday will be mostly sunny, expect in the southwest where 

afternoon clouds will increase and there should be a chance for some showers and storms during the late 

afternoon. Tuesday will be cooler with the best chances for rain across western Kansas. Highs will be in the 

low to mid 80s. The best chance for rain statewide this week will be on Wednesday and some areas may 

not get out of the upper 70s. 

 

7/28/2014 7am 

Early Monday, skies were clear except for some lingering clouds in the south and west. Temps fell into the 

60s with light northeast to easterly winds. Monday will be mostly sunny but the southwest corner of Kansas 

will see some afternoon clouds and there will be a chance for some showers and isolated storms late in the 

day. Tuesday will be a bit cooler for some with the best chances for rain across western Kansas. Highs will 

only top-out in the low to mid 80s. 

 

7/30/2014 4pm 

We're tracking showers on HD Super Doppler. Rainfall amounts since Midnight.  Have the umbrella handy 

the next few hours. 

 

8/1/2014  7am 

HD Super Doppler shows sprinkles in northeast Kansas. We have fog to the south and southeast of Wichita 

as we look at the visibilities.  It's another pleasant start to your day.  Here's a check of current temperatures.  

This is your Friday forecast. 

 

8/2/2014  9pm 

We're tracking showers and storms on HD Super Doppler this evening.  Here's a view of Capitol Federal 

Skycam 12.  Here's the current conditions.  HD Future Track shows spotty showers over northern Kansas 

before fading away later this evening.  A mild night is in store as lows drop back into the 60s.  Sunday 

promises more typical, August weather with highs in the 90s.  We'll see a few clouds pop up here and there 

too.  Here's the forecast for tonight.  A look at your Sunday forecast.  Here's the 7-day forecast for Wichita.   

 

8/3/2014  9pm 

Mostly clear skies will be found across Kansas tonight and tomorrow. Light winds will also be the rule 

except in the northwest where it will get a bit breezy Monday afternoon. Rain chances will return to 

western and north central Kansas Tuesday night with off and on showers and storms statewide on 

Wednesday and Thursday. There will still be a chance for some rain in the east on Friday while partly 



 

 

cloudy conditions will be found next weekend statewide. Temperatures throughout the next 7 days will stay 

close to normal for early August with highs in the upper 80s to mid 90s and lows in the mid 60s to low 70s. 

 

8/4/2014  8am 

There's just a few hit and miss sprinkles and showers east of Wichita. It's a mild start to your Monday 

morning.  Here's today's forecast. 

 

8/5/2014  4pm 

We are tracking a few thunderstorms in western Kansas that are moving to the northeast. Temperatures will 

back off a bit tomorrow but still be in the hot category. Scattered showers and storms will become a little 

move widespread late tomorrow and tomorrow night. Off and on rain is in the forecast through Saturday 

night. 

 

8/6/2014  9pm 

Some areas will see a little rain Wednesday night, but better chances are coming up for the end of the week. 

Low temperatures will fall into the upper 60s and low 70s around the area. The best chance for rain will be 

over eastern Kansas. Thursday looks dry with some sunshine and highs back above 90 degrees. The winds 

will be light. Storms are likely across northwest Kansas Thursday evening, and those will spread east 

Thursday night. A stationary front will keep the chances for storms in the forecast heading into Friday. 

Temperatures will not be as hot with readings around 90 in the afternoon. 

 

8/7/2014  7am 

We have rain and a rumble or two out the door this morning in south central and also north central Kansas.  

Rainfall amounts since Midnight.  Here's the current temperatures.  A check of your Thursday forecast. 

 

8/8/2014  4pm 

HD Super Doppler Radar show thunderstorms that have developed east of Wichita this afternoon. The 

storms are moving to the east. Storms in Colorado will move across Kansas overnight, much like the past 

couple of nights. Storms will reach Wichita late tonight then partly cloudy skies return tomorrow. HD 

Future Track shows scattered showers and storms over the next couple of days. Here are your current 

conditions and forecasts for the next 7 days. 

 

8/9/2014  4pm 

Pretty Prairie is working to fix its water problem. The *Kansas Department of Health and Environment* 

says the nitrate levels have long exceeded federal standards.  The *pretty Prairie City Council* has hired an 

attorney trying to gain more time to address the issue.  The council also is planning for a potential water 

treatment center that could cost more than 2-million-dollars.  K-d-h-e has stretched a deadline for the report 

to September first. 

 

8/10/2014 9pm 

Radar shows it is quiet around Kansas now, but storms are moving through southeast colorado and parts of 

Missouri. The rest of the night is dry. Rainfall totals around Kansas show some areas had over an inch. 

Monday forecast is dry with sunshine and light winds. Future Track shows: temperatures will likely be 

holding in the 80s around the area. Lows overnight will dip down into the 60s with a light north breeze. 

Skies will be mostly clear. Monday will be mostly sunny around the state with highs climbing into the 

middle 80s. North winds should be less than 15 mph and the humidity should be dropping as well. Monday 

night and Tuesday will continue with quiet weather around the state. Tuesday will start out with 

temperatures in the upper 50s and low 60s, and then warm into the mid 80s by afternoon. Some highs on 

Tuesday could be close to 90 in the far west. The next chance for rain will enter the picture Thursday 

evening and Friday. 

 

8/11/2014 7am 

Temps early Monday dipped into the 60s with a light north breeze under a Super-Moon lit. mostly clear 

sky. Monday afternoon will be mostly sunny with highs climbing into the mid-80s. North winds should be 

less than 15 mph and the humidity will be a bit lower. Monday night and Tuesday, our quiet weather will 

continue as we stay rain and storm-free. Future Track shows us...Monday will be dry and mild with highs 



 

 

in the mid-80s for most. More of the same tonight, dry, quiet, a bit cooler. Tuesday will bring a few early 

cloud west then lots of sunshine and another mild day with highs mid-80s. Today's forecast. Tonight 

forecast. Tomorrow's forecast. 7-Day forecast shows increasing clouds Friday with highs around 90 and a 

chance for o-night storms. Lots of clouds and highs in the mid-80s again Saturday. 

 

8/12/2014 4pm 

We had a cool start to the day. Readings will remain on the mild side tonight. The rest of the week will be 

warmer. Tonight is the peak of the Perseid meteor shower. HD Future Track shows dry conditions 

continuing for the next couple of days. Skies are mostly clear this hour with temperatures in the 80s and 

90s. 

 

8/13/2014 9pm 

Highs today were warm and the temperature trend over the next few days will head upwards.  A check of 

Capitol Federal Skycam.  Here's current temperatures.  Here's a look at HD Future Track. A quiet night is 

ahead.   Gusty south winds and slightly warmer temperatures will be found statewide Thursday. A few 

storms will be possible for parts of NW KS by Thursday evening.  Chances of rain will be found on Friday. 

Here's tonight forecast.  A look ahead to Thursday.  Here's your hourly forecast.  The 7-day forecast. 

 

8/15/2014 7am 

Early Friday, a few showers and storms rolled out of north-central Kansas and into Nebraska while the rest 

of our area stayed dry under a partly to mostly cloudy sky.  Temps only fell into the muggy and mild, mid 

to upper-60s.  Rain and storm chances will push eastward Friday afternoon and evening. Look for clearing 

skies across western Kansas later in the day. Statewide highs will climb to the lower 90s Friday afternoon. 

 

8/16/2014 9pm 

Yes it was a hot August afternoon but nothing too extreme.  Wichita had a high of 96, well away from 

record territory which is 106 for today's date.  Still tracking some strong storms on HD Super Doppler.   

 

8/17/2014 9pm 

Some Kansans are left shaken... After an earthquake that hit Oklahoma in the last hour.  A 3-point-8 

magnitude earthquake hit Cherokee, Oklahoma, just before 8:30.  There have been reports of people in 

south central Kansas feeling the ground shake.  No reports of any damages. 

 

8/18/2014 4pm 

Thunderstorms have developed this afternoon in southwest Kansas, northern Oklahoma and eastern 

Colorado. Most of the storms are moving to the east. 

 

8/19/2014 9pm 

Gusty south winds and hot weather can be expected through the middle of the week. Other than a stray 

shower or storm in northwest Kansas this evening, the overnight hours will be dry with lows in the upper 

60s west and low 70s east. The winds should be out of the south. Wind gusts up to 35 mph will be possible 

Wednesday as temperatures will once again climb into the upper 90s. Mostly sunny skies will prevail. 

There could be a few storms in northwest Kansas Wednesday night and again Thursday, but the activity 

will be spotty and should move into Nebraska after developing. 

 

8/20/2014 7am 

Early Wednesday, a few clouds lingered over Kansas but skies were clear elsewhere. Temps fell into the 

upper-60s across the west and lower 70s east with a light south wind. Wednesday afternoon wind gusts will 

crank-up to 35 mph at times and temperatures will once again soar into the upper 90s under a mostly sunny 

sky. 

 

8/21/2014 8am 

Early Thursday, a few storms pushed out of north-central Kansas into Nebraska leaving behind mostly 

clear to partly cloudy skies. Temperatures ranged from the mid-60s to the mid-70s.  Thursday afternoon 

will be another scorcher with highs in the 90s to around 100 degrees. Higher humidity across eastern 

Kansas will drive the heat index up to near 105 for some late in the day.  Thursday wind gusts will top 30 



 

 

to 35 mph at times. Future Track shows us. A few storms pushing into NE out of north-central KS early 

Thursday. The afternoon look for mostly clear to partly cloudy skies and it will be breezy and hot. A few 

storms could clip in northwest Kansas late Thursday into the early evening hours but most of us will stay 

dry. It'll be Breezy and hot again Friday and Saturday too. 7-Day forecast shows we'll be hot and dry 

through the weekend with gusty southerly winds through Saturday. Look for rain/storms chances late 

Sunday and again late Monday. 

 

8/22/2014 7am 

Early Friday, isolated showers and storms rolled out of parts of Kansas leaving behind mostly clear skies. 

Temps only fell into the mid-70s and southerly winds stayed fresh at about 10-20 mph. Friday afternoon 

will sizzle again with highs in the mid-90s to around 100 degrees. Higher humidity across eastern Kansas 

will drive the heat index up to near 105 late in the day. Friday afternoon wind gusts will top 30 mph at 

times. A few late-day/early evening storms are possible across northwest Kansas where large hail and 

damaging winds will be threats. Future Track shows us...A few storms pushing into NW KS by Friday 

afternoon; A few could be severe with large hail or brief, damaging winds. The rest of us will be dry but 

breezy, hot and humid under a mostly sunny sky. Storms that clip northwest Kansas will fade or move out 

of the state by midnight. Saturday will be breezy and hot again with another chance of late-day storms for 

the northwest. 7-Day forecast shows we'll be hot and dry through the weekend with gusty southerly winds 

Saturday. Look for rain/storms chances Sunday night and again late Tuesday and Wednesday along with 

"cooler" highs in the 80s by Thursday. 

 

8/24/2014 9pm 

Hot, August weather will continue into the upcoming week with highs still topping 90 over much of the 

state. Other than a few shower or storms in central and eastern Kansas Sunday evening, the rest of the night 

will mainly be dry. There is a slight chance for a few showers or storms in northwest Kansas, but they will 

likely head into Nebraska early Monday. Highs will be well into the 90s for Monday with mostly sunny 

skies. South winds between 10 and 20 mph can be expected with some late day storms returning to the 

northwest by evening. The heat will be backing down some during the middle of the week. Our best 

chances for moisture will be coming Thursday and Friday as temperatures drop back into the 80s. 

 

8/25/2014 4pm 

Covering Kansas, a 3 point oh earthquake was reported in  parts of southern Kansas. The quake was 

recorded last night about eight miles northwest of Harper. There were no reports of damage or injuries. 

 

8/26/2014 8am 

Early Tuesday, scattered showers and storms slowly faded over western and northern Kansas leaving the 

southeast high and dry. Temps fell into the 60s west but stayed in the 70s across the central and eastern 

parts of our state. Sunshine will slowly return Tuesday afternoon with more hot weather covering most of 

Kansas. Temperatures will climb back in the mid to upper 90s for most with a light south breeze. Future 

Track shows us. Early showers/storms fading or lifting up into NE by midday leaving behind mostly sunny 

to partly cloudy skies. Highs Tuesday afternoon will once again top-out in the 90s to around 100 over the 

south and east but not as hot for the northwest. Southerly winds will be fairly light. More Storms will 

develop Tuesday night across northern and western Kansas and could linger into Wednesday morning 

before falling apart later in the day. Wednesday will not be as hot with more clouds and a sagging front 

dropping through our area. 7-Day forecast shows we'll be warm and dry again Wednesday then the heat 

backs-off by Thursday along with good chances for showers/storms by Thursday evening into Friday 

afternoon. Right now Labor Day weekend looks dry and warmer. 

 

8/27/2014 9pm 

Storm chances will continue around Kansas with some areas of heavy rainfall possible. Storms will 

continue moving northeast into the night, and much of the state has a chance to see rain. Wichita will likely 

stay dry overnight with low temperatures falling into the 60s and 70s. Mostly cloudy skies and scattered 

storms should develop Thursday afternoon with highs in the 80s to near 90. Severe weather is not likely, 

but a few storms could produce some hail and gusty winds. By Friday, the storm chances will shift east and 

much of the activity will be east of I-135. 

 



 

 

8/28/2014 7am 

Early Thursday, showers and isolated storms lingered over parts of northern and central Kansas. Wichita 

stayed stay dry overnight and temperatures fell into the 60s and 70s with light winds. Mostly cloudy skies 

and more scattered showers and storms will develop Thursday afternoon with highs in the 80s to around 90 

degrees under mostly cloudy skies. 

 

8/29/2014 4pm 

All power has been restored after a crash on I 2-35 near Seneca caused an outage.  Investigators say a car 

rolled over and hit a power pole.  At its peak, Westar energy reported more than one thousand people 

without power because of the crash.  Power was restored to most homes after about 12 hours. 

    

8/30/2014 9pm 

Today marks 11 years since the deadly *Jacobs creek flood* southwest of emporia.  In 2003, 6 people were 

killed when flood waters swept over the Kansas turnpike.   7 vehicles were swept off the road.   One was a 

minivan where 5 of 6 people inside were killed.  The 6th person who died... Was a man whose vehicle 

stalled on the turnpike. 

 

8/31/2014 9pm 

And as we showed you earlier, hail fell in Mitchell County.  This video is from Justin Ryser.  In Mitchell 

County there was reports of golf ball and tennis ball sized hail in spots. 

 

9/1/2014  7am 

And just to the north, another fire forced some residents southeast of Potwin to evacuate.  It sparked around 

two o'clock.  Part of the town was under a brief evacuation while firefighters worked to control it.  No one 

was seriously hurt.  One firefighter was treated for heat exhaustion on the scene.  No word on what caused 

the fire. 

 

9/2/2014  8am 

Radar shows a fading band of rain and storms sinking south of the OK line early Tuesday.  Most of us are 

looking at partly to mostly cloudy skies and walking out to temps in the 60s.  Later today look for 

decreasing clouds, light winds and highs in the mid-80s and lower-90s. Future Track shows us, The early 

showers/storms over parts of southern Kansas will fade by midday leaving a mix of clouds and sun 

Tuesday afternoon with highs in the mid-80s to lower-90s. Tuesday night should be mild and quiet. Gusty 

winds will crank-ip by Wednesday afternoon and temps will soar back into the mid-90s. Our 7-Day 

forecast shows we'll stay hot and windy Thursday followed by storm chances Friday then slightly cooler 

temps this weekend. 

 

9/3/2014  4pm 

More than half a dozen roads are still closed in Reno County this afternoon.  This is at u-s 50 near k-96 this 

morning.  Overnight storms from Rice County sent rain flowing down the cow creek, causing the flooding 

in Reno County.  A flood warning remains in effect for northern Reno and southeastern rice counties until 

9-45 tomorrow morning. 

 

9/5/2014  7am 

Federal investigators are looking into allegations a Kansas company *illegally* dumped chemicals in rice 

county.  "Jacam chemical company"... Makes specialized chemicals for the oil and gas industry.  The e-p-a 

has been conducting surveillance on the company since 20-12.  Investigators seized environmental samples 

and other evidence in May.  No charges have been filed. 

 

9/6/2014  9pm 

After yesterday and last night's rain, a rain-free forecast is set to continue.  Here's Capitol Federal Skycam 

12 from the Kansas State Fair.  Temperatures around the rest of Kansas look like this.  Here's a look at HD 

Future Track and it shows a very quiet night across the state with clear to mostly clear skies.  Lows will 

drop to the 40s and 50s.  For Sunday, it will be just a bit warmer with a south to southeast wind in the 

afternoon.  Highs will top out in the upper 70s to lower 80s.  More wind will be around on Monday and it 

will be back to normal as far as the high temperatures are concerned.  Rain chances won't be too far around 



 

 

the corner either.  Here's tonight's forecast.  A look ahead to Sunday in western Kansas, eastern Kansas and 

the Metro area.  The 7-day forecast gets a little warmer, followed by storm chances late Monday night into 

the first half of Wednesday.  This front will bring Fall-like temperatures back to the state for the end of the 

work week.  Now your regional 7-day forecast. 

 

9/7/2014  9pm 

Fair forecast for tomorrow is warmer and breezy. Expect more wind in the next few days. Radar is quiet 

tonight and the only chance for rain is in the northwest. Future Track shows after a cooler than normal 

weekend, temperatures will be warming back up for the start of the week. The weather looks quiet 

overnight. Lows will fall into the upper 50s to near 60 statewide. The winds will be from the south or 

southeast. Monday will be breezy with south winds gusting to 30 mph. Afternoon highs will be in the upper 

80s to near 90 and it should be mostly sunny. Tuesday will be hottest day of the week with highs topping 

90 around the state. A strong cold front will be coming through Tuesday night, increasing the chances for 

storms and dropping the temperatures significantly for the second half of the week. Big changes are 

expected in the temperatures by midweek. 

 

9/8/2014  7am 

Early Monday our weather looks very quiet, hardly a cloud to be found and cool temps in the upper 50s to 

near 60 with light south to southeast winds.  Look sunny to mostly sunny skies Monday afternoon, gusty 

southerly winds and highs in the 80s to near 90 degrees. 

 

9/9/2014  8am 

Early Tuesday, radar shows us a few fading showers and storms limping out of northwest Kansas while the 

rest of us are dry and warm. Temps have only fallen into the 60s to near 70 with a fresh southerly breeze. 

Expect gusty southerly winds again Tuesday and toasty afternoon highs soaring back above 90 degrees. 

Scattered thunderstorms will be develop by evening across northern Kansas and a few could be severe with 

hail and high winds the main threats. Future Track shows us, another hot, breezy, summer-like afternoon 

across KS. Gusty winds will top 30 mph again at times later today with temps soaring above 90 for most of 

us. Tonight, clouds will increase and showers and storms will fire-up as a powerful cold front races into KS 

from the north. A few storms could be severe before midnight across northern KS with large hail and gusty 

winds. Behind the strong cold front, there will be a few showers early Wednesday followed by gusty 

northerly winds and clearing skies. Highs will be 10-20 degrees cooler tomorrow afternoon. Our 7-Day 

forecast shows us MUCH cooler temps are on the way Thu. and Fri. Look for a few showers Friday then 

dry, mild weather this weekend. 

 

9/10/2014 4pm 

We told you it was coming and it's here.  A dramatic temperature drop.  Here's a look at the current 

temperatures.  The 24 hour temperature change is astounding: some 20 to 30 degrees colder!  Grab a jacket 

before heading to the State Fair this evening. 

 

9/12/2014 7am 

Radar early Friday is lit-up with scattered showers and a few isolated storms over parts Kansas, moving 

east-northeastward. Temps have tumbled into the upper-30s to around 50 degrees under a cloudy sky with a 

fresh northerly breeze. Friday afternoon will end up even colder than Thursday with highs ranging from the 

upper-40s northwest to near 60 around southeastern Kansas. Showers will wind-down or push east of us by 

around sunset. Friday looks breezy and colder with passing rain showers and a few isolated storms but 

nothing severe.  Skies will slowly clear from west to eats Friday night and the winds will back-off. It will 

be very chilly Friday night-Saturday morning with lows dropping into the 30s and 40s for most of the state. 

Saturday looks spectacular with lots of sunshine, lighter winds and afternoon highs in the mid to upper-60s. 

Our 7-Day forecast shows us a a dry, mild Sunday followed by a chance of showers/storms late Monday 

then dry weather most of the rest of next week with some minor, daily, ups and downs temp-wise through 

week's end. 

 

9/13/2014 9pm 

Did you have to run the furnace this morning? If not, thankfully that sunshine today helped to take the chill 

out of the air as we saw highs in the 60s.  That temperature trend looks even warmer tomorrow.  Here's 



 

 

Capitol Federal Skycam.  A look at the current conditions.  HD Future Track shows a quiet night across the 

area with a few scattered high clouds.  Mostly sunny skies will prevail on Sunday along with a little more 

wind and warmth.  Highs will reach the 70s and 80s.  We'll see the next weather system taking shape 

Sunday night into Monday.  It'd be a good idea to have the umbrella with you for Monday as showers and 

even a few storms are possible.  We do not anticipate severe weather though.  The rest of the work week 

should continue on the mild to warm side with 70s and 80s for highs.  Here's tonight's forecast.  We expect 

warmer temperatures for Sunday.  Here's your hourly forecast.  This is the 7-day forecast. 

 

9/14/2014 9pm 

A cold front will move through the area Monday, bringing a chance for storms to parts of the state. 

Overnight, the best chance storm chance will be in eastern Nebraska, so while Kansas remains dry, lows 

will fall into the upper 50s and low 60s. The best chance for storms Monday will come late in the afternoon 

over south central and eastern Kansas. North winds will cool temperatures off into the low to mid 70s 

across central and western Kansas. Highs around 80 can be expected near Wichita. There are more chances 

for scattered storms Tuesday and Wednesday, but severe weather is not likely. 

 

9/16/2014 4pm 

What was Hurricane Odile is still over Baja California and moving to the north. Over the next few days the 

moisture from that storm will spread to the northeast and should reach Kansas by Friday. That will increase 

our chances for rain late Friday and Saturday. 

 

9/17/2014 9pm 

Here's your highs today.  Your hourly forecast for Thursday.  The summer-like temperature trend continues 

over the next 3 days.    Rain chances will pick up too.  Here's HD Super Doppler.  No severe weather is 

expected overnight.  Future Track shows us that it'll be hot with highs in the lower-90s west and upper-80s 

central and east. Late tonight, scattered showers will be possible east of I-135 and over the Flint Hills. 

Severe weather threat looks very low.  Here's Capitol Federal Skycam.  Here's tonight's forecast.  Our 7-

Day forecast shows us a breezy, warm Friday and a good bet to get wet late Friday night into early 

Saturday then a stretch of dry, mild weather Sunday though midweek. 

 

9/18/2014 7am 

Early Thursday, radar shows us an marching band of thunderstorms moving southeastward through eastern 

Kansas. They have weakened but cold still drop some penny to nickel-size hail. Temps have fallen into the 

60s for most with areas of dense fog are blanketing southwestern parts of our state. Thursday afternoon will 

be hot and dry with decreasing clouds with highs topping-out in the upper-80s and lower-90s. 

 

9/19/2014 8am 

Visibility concerns around to the east of Wichita this morning.  No fog in Wichita on Capitol Federal 

Skycam.  Here's your temperatures out the door.  Your hourly forecast. Rain chances will pick up a bit for 

the first half of the weekend.   Here's a look at HD Future Track.  Checking your Friday forecast.  Here's 

your 7-day forecast. 

 

9/20/2014 9pm 

We're tracking strong storms right now on HD super Doppler radar.  Small hail and gusty winds are the 

chief concerns.  Here's a look at HD Future Track.  Showers and storms this evening are done by Midnight.  

A cool start to Sunday with a return to mostly sunny skies and a very mild afternoon.  A look at Capitol 

Federal Skycam.  Here's your current temperatures.  Here's tonight's forecast.  Sunday's forecast looks this 

way. Here's your 7-day forecast.   

 

9/21/2014 9pm 

Autumn will begin with temperatures near 80 and some storms returning to the area late Monday night. Dry 

and cool weather is expected overnight with mostly clear skies and low temperatures falling into the 50s. 

The winds will be light. Monday will see an increase in clouds with highs ranging from 75-80 over the 

state. The wind will be gusty from the south across western Kansas, but elsewhere, winds will be light. 

Scattered storms will move back into western Kansas Monday night and continue east into Tuesday. 

Afternoon highs won't change much this week with temperatures holding in the upper 70s and low 80s. 



 

 

 

9/22/2014 7am 

Early on our Monday it's dry and cool under a mostly clear sky with temps in the 50s and light winds. 

Monday afternoon look for increasing clouds with highs ranging from 75-80 statewide. The wind will be 

gusty from the south across western Kansas but stay below 20 mph elsewhere. Future Track shows us 

Increasing clouds through the day Monday along with gusty winds out west. We see a few showers or 

storms developing tonight over western KS and a few of those could slowly push into central and eastern 

KS by Tuesday morning. A few more widely scattered showers/storms will still be possible for parts of our 

state through Tuesday afternoon/evening. Highs Monday and Tuesday will top-out near 80 degrees. Our 7-

Day forecast shows us typical September highs in the upper-70s to near 80 most of next week and after 

another shower/storm chance Wednesday, Thursday through the weekend looks dry. 

 

9/24/2014 4pm 

Here's a look at HD Super Doppler radar as we continue to track showers and a few storms.  Rain chances 

will dry up this evening.  Here's your hourly forecast.  Check out how nice the temperatures will be the next 

few days. Now looking at HD Future Track. The rain and isolated storms will diminish with clear skies out 

west. Tonight temps will fall into the 50s and 60s under a mostly clear sky.  Thursday will be warm and 

dry.  Our 7-Day forecast shows our temps trending a bit warmer than average for late September with highs 

in the low to mid-80s. We'll be dry through the weekend followed by more shower/storm chances Monday 

and Tuesday. 

 

9/25/2014 9pm 

The weather looks very quiet heading into the upcoming weekend. Skies will be clear overnight with lows 

falling to around 60 with light south winds. Friday will be sunny with highs getting back into the 80s. South 

winds will be a little gusty in the afternoon, especially across western Kansas. The temperatures aren't 

going to change much over the weekend with highs staying in the 80s. South winds can be expected with 

sunshine both days. 

 

9/28/2014 9pm 

After a quiet stretch of weather, storms are expected in Kansas heading into Monday night and Tuesday. 

Even some severe weather will be possible. Overnight, skies will generally be clear, except in the far west 

where a few clouds will pass through. Lows will fall to around 60. Clouds begin to increase Monday with 

gusty south winds kicking in, especially in western Kansas. Highs will be in the low to mid 80s. Scattered 

storms are expected in western Kansas after 7 p.m. and a few could produce some hail and high winds. 

They will move to the northeast. Tuesday will bring a chance for storms to central and eastern Kansas, 

especially in the evening and overnight hours. Cooler weather will be moving in for the second half of the 

week. 

 

9/29/2014 8am 

Early Monday, skies are mostly clear, except for far western Kansas where a few clouds are passing 

through. Temps are around 60 with light winds. Look for increasing clouds Monday with gusty south winds 

kicking in, especially for western Kansas. Highs will once again climb into the low to mid-80s statewide. 

Now looking at Future Track. Clear skies early then more clouds and gusty winds for western Kansas later 

in the day. Winds will be a bit gusty at times for western KS but stay under 20 mph elsewhere with highs in 

the 80s. Widely scattered storms will fire-up out west this evening then fall apart or move up into NE by 

Tuesday morning.  More scattered storms will be possible Tuesday afternoon for eastern KS. Our 7-Day 

forecast shows us more stormy weather Wednesday with severe storms possible then a few lingering 

showers early Thursday followed by cooler, breezy Friday. Right now our weekend looks dry and warmer. 

 

9/30/2014 9pm 

A few showers and storms are possible tonight, but there's a much better chance heading into Wednesday 

evening for storms and some severe weather. Any storms that develop Tuesday night will be spotty with 

the heavy rainfall north of I-70. Severe weather is unlikely and low temperatures will fall into the 50s west 

with 60s elsewhere. Dry weather is expected for most of Wednesday, but as a cold front approaches in the 

evening, storms will develop and some could produce hail and high winds. Highs will be back into the 80s 



 

 

over much of the state, but some cooler 70s are expected for the northwest. Everyone will be into the cooler 

air by Thursday. 

 

  



 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY 

 

7/1/2014  7am 

If you're heading to the lake this upcoming weekend.  Make sure your lake is not on this list.  Marion 

reservoir is one of many in the state under a blue-green algae warning.  You could see the hazardous algae 

bloom last week.   Now you can't see it.  Blue green algae can cause vomiting and nasuea.  Officials 

collected water samples monday morning, but the results won't be released till Thursday. 

 

7/2/2014  8am 

Sheriff’s deputies say they'll tell us more today about what's going on in the town of bridgeport in saline 

county.   We know deputies found a person dead after they were called to a home there around 3-30 

Tuesday afternoon.  up to this point, .. no details have been released, .. including cause of death or whether 

the death is suspicious. 

 

7/3/2014  4pm 

In the consumer watch.  Subaru is recalling more than a half million cars and suvs. The automaker says the 

brake lines can rust, leak fluid, and take longer to stop the car, increasing the risk of a crash. The recall 

includes. The 2005 through 2009 legacy and outback.  The 2008 through 2014 Impreza  and the 2009 

through 2013 forester.   Dealers will replace the lines if needed. 

 

7/4/2014  9pm 

Investigators continue to look for what caused a south-west Wichita home to catch fire.  Crews were called 

to the home near 31-st and Seneca after 8 last night.  The home was vacant at the time.   Investigators have 

not ruled out the possibility of fireworks or careless smoking.  Damage is estimated at around 40-thousand 

dollars. 

 

7/5/2014  9pm 

Tonight is the last night you can set off fireworks in Wichita.  If you have fireworks complaints, call the 

non-emergency firework hotline. The number is 290-1011.  Only call 911 if it's an emergency, such as a 

fire or someone is hurt. 

 

7/9/2014  8am 

Bees out at 53rd and hoover. Bee crate fell off truck. Drivers advised to roll up your windows. 

 

7/10/2014 7am 

Hannah was on her way to a house fire in south Wichita when we had to send her to the tanker.  but we 

have a viewer helping us with this story on south Seneca. Shawna posted pictures to our Facebook page.  

it's a scene where three different houses may have been on fire.  it happened in the 9-hundred block of 

Seneca, .. at a time when there was a lot of lightning.  Firefighters cleared the calls quickly, .so there's not a 

lot of damage, but Red Cross was called into to help one family. a fourth home caught fire this morning in 

the 200 block of south Chautauqua.  there's no official cause of the fires, but lightning is likely. 

 

7/11/2014 4pm 

One person has died after a deadly brain eating amoeba.  That according to the health department.  The 

amoeba is most commonly found in fresh water.     The state department did not say what lake the amoeba 

was from... But said there several potential fresh water exposures in Kansas.  The age of the victim was 

also not given.. We are currently on the phone trying to get those answers and we will have more on this 

story later tonight on kwch 12. 

 

7/12/2014 9pm 

4 more cases of the measles are confirmed in Sedgwick County. And they are being linked back to this 

restaurant in Wichita.  The *Kansas department of health and environment* says an employee of *sal's 

Japanese steakhouse* was exposed to the virus in Kansas City.  The virus then spread to two other 

employees of the restaurant.  And a baby who's family was dining there. Health officials say... The baby 

was too young to be vaccinated. Devon Fasbinder spoke with the owner of the restaurant today. The 

restaurant  owner didn't want to talk on camera... But i was able to ask her some questions over the phone.  



 

 

She told me all of her employees have gotten the measles vaccine... And says the health department told her 

she didn't need to close the restaurant for any period of time.  But the k-d-h-e says anyone who ate at sal's 

Japanese steakhouse from June 20th to July 7th should keep an eye out... Because they could be infected. 

Infectious disease doctor Thomas Moore says the measles virus only lasts in the air and on surfaces for two 

hours.   But it stays in your system longer. He says the danger comes if you didn't get the two vaccinations. 

The virus is passed through the air by sneezing or coughing.  Symptoms don't typically show up for three 

weeks.  Those include fever, cough, runny nose, rash, watery eyes and aches.  Dr. Moore says if you have 

those symptoms, call your doctor. Now that the virus is here, dr. Moore says the future depends on doctors 

knowing early. Dr. Moore says people can spread the disease four days before any symptoms show up and 

four days after.  He says the rash typically shows up three days after initial symptoms.   Again health 

officials say... If you have those symptoms, don't go to an emergency room or two your doctor's office... 

Call your doctor.  This virus is extremely contagious.  There are now 9 confirmed cases of measles in 

Kansas. 

 

7/14/2014 7am 

New this morning, a late night crash kills a woman from southwest Kansas.  It happened around 11-40 on 

u-s 54 east of highway 83.  That's in Seward County.  The Kansas highway patrol says 19-year-old Victoria 

Verela's car was struck by a pick-up. The driver of the pick-up was taken to a hospital in liberal. 

 

7/16/2014 8am 

A developing story from Kansas City.  It may be a few hours before this jet is removed.  It veered off the 

runway while doing maintenance tests.  It happened at Kansas City international airport about two hours 

ago.  Two crew members were on board.   We don't know if they were hurt.  The jet is operated by u-s 

airways. The runway is closed as crews work to remove the plane. 

 

7/17/2014 4pm 

A health watch alert, state health officials identify a new measles exposure point in Wichita. The k-d-h-e 

says there may have been potential exposure at the South Lakes Sports Complex on 47th street south on 

July 4th.  Eight teams from Kansas, Nebraska, Missouri and Texas were there for a softball tournament. 

The state says the person who exposed others is among the eight confirmed measles cases in Sedgwick 

County.  So far there have been no other cases associated with this event... but if you were there, and got 

sick with fever and rash, contact your doctor.  We were *first to tell you last week about the other exposure 

point in Wichita.  Sedgwick county health officials say all local cases are in some way connected to an 

employee at Sal's Japanese steakhouse.  That employee was exposed in the Kansas City area. 

 

7/18/2014 7am 

The weekend is almost here which means some of you will be doing some fishing.  But you need to be 

aware if you plan to head to the lake over a k-96 and Woodlawn in Wichita.  The Chisholm Creek park lake 

is under a blue-green algae warning this morning.  This means water conditions are unsafe.  You and your 

pets should avoid water contact.  The new addition means seven lakes in the state currently under warnings. 

 

7/19/2014 9pm 

The Sedgwick County health department says it may consider *another* measles vaccination clinic.  After 

the one held today. The department expected to vaccinate mostly children... But said many adults also came 

to get the free immunization. Children and adults who get the vaccine are warned it takes 7 to 10 days 

before the vaccine is effective.  The department had enough for 700 vaccinations.  Halfway through. Only 

about 50 had been used.   We'll know next week exactly how many people were vaccinated today. 

 

7/21/2014 8am 

New this morning, two men fall of a third floor balcony at a Wichita apartment complex.  Their broken 

bones sent them to the hospital in critical condition.  Wichita police say it happened near Pawnee and 

Broadway just after 11 last night.  They say one man was sitting on the balcony's railing, .. When his friend 

tried to get up there.  He was using a chair to step up to the balcony when the leg of the chair broke.  He 

tried to catch himself using the other man, who was sitting on the ledge.  That's when both fell the three 

stories to the ground.  They left the scene in critical condition, though police say they should be ok. 

 



 

 

7/23/2014 4pm 

A construction worker hurt in a Reno County crash dies of his injuries.  The multiple-vehicle accident 

happened Tuesday evening at K-61 and Red Rock Road southwest of Hutchinson.  The Kansas Highway 

Patrol says construction road crews were stopped northbound on K-61 to pick up cones and signs.  

Troopers say a trash truck was northbound on K-61, when it rear ended one vehicle and side swiped two 

other vehicles belonging to the road crew. A construction worker was outside his car picking up signs and 

was struck.  He was flown by medical helicopter to a Wichita hospital, where he died of his injuries. 

 

7/24/2014 9pm 

Two people are dead following a roll-over accident in McPherson county.  It happened this afternoon.  The 

Kansas highway patrol says... An s-u-v was hit by another and s-u-v... while changing lanes on eye-one-35 

near McPherson. One of the s-u-v's crossed the median, ran into a ditch, and caught fire.  Other drivers 

were able to get at least one of the passengers out of the vehicle.  The driver and another passenger died in 

the crash. 

 

7/25/2014 7am 

It's been five years since Kansas had a child die inside a hot car.  Back in 2009, three month old Ellie 

Runnion died in hays.  She was inside a car for more than 7 hours....on a 97 degree day. The Ellis county 

attorney called it an accident and never filed charges in the case. 

 

7/26/2014 9pm 

Sedgwick County fire fighters fought the heat today.  As they battled this house fire, it started just before 3 

this afternoon... In the 16-hundred block of east Denver drive in Park City.  There are reports that the fire 

may have been started by a barbecue.  But investigators have not confirmed that.  The fire was threatening 

a home next door... But fire fighters were able to put it out before it spread.  No one was hurt. 

 

7/29/2014 8am 

  It's the strongest earthquake we've felt in at least four years.  Dozens of you felt it and called us saying you 

felt the shaking.  The earthquake hit around 9-45.  Many of you tell us you felt the tremors in Wichita, 

emporia, Salina, and even council grove.  Four years ago.. Many of you felt a 4-point-5 magnitude quake. 

 

8/1/2014  7am 

A hospital in Atlanta is preparing to receive first Ebola patient in the u-s.  Meantime, the government is 

warning Americans not to travel to three West African countries, where the virus has already killed more 

than 700 people.   David Begnaud has the latest on the efforts to contain the outbreak. Right now there are 

two American missionaries, isolated in Liberia, and diagnosed with Ebola. They are Dr. Kent Brantly 

Texas, and Nancy Writebol of North Carolina. The are in grave condition,*but* said to be stable. An 

experimental serum was available.  Dr. Brantley asked that it be given to Nancy. There was only enough 

for one patient. Doctor Brantly was given a unit of blood from one his patients who recovered from Ebola. 

Emory university hospital in Atlanta says an infected American will be brought there in the next several 

days, and placed inside a high security ward, isolated from others.  The identity of that American, is 

unknown. The cdc has issued the highest possible warning, a level 3, advising Americans to avoid non-

essential travel to Liberia, guinea and sierra Leone where some 13 hundred people have become ill with 

Ebola, more than 700 have died. There are 20 quarantine centers in the us - most at airports, ready to isolate 

travelers who show symptoms of Ebola. David Begnaud, for cbs news, New York. Doctors are reminding 

the public that Ebola is not spread through the air.  It is contracted through direct contact with body fluids. 

 

8/2/2014  9pm 

The first of two Americans, infected with the deadly "Ebola" virus in Africa returns to the United States.  

This morning, an ambulance took Doctor Kent Brantley to Emory university hospital in Atlanta.  The other 

American patient, Nancy Writebol, whose son lives in Wichita could return as soon as next week.  As 

Martha Shade explains, this is the first time Ebola will be treated in the u-s. Doctor Kent Brantly is the first 

of two American Ebola patients to be transported back to the u-s for treatment.  He arrived at dobbins air 

reserve base near Atlanta Saturday bound for an Emory university medical facility for treatment. Nancy 

Writebol, the second American infected, is expected to be returned to the u-s early next week. The two had 

been working in Liberia with Christian charity Samaritan’s purse trying to help other victims of the 



 

 

outbreak. This Ebola outbreak has been called both "out of control" and "unprecedented". So far, the 

outbreak has infected more than 13-hundred people and killed more than 700 causing concern for many in 

the u-s, which has never before had a human case of the virus. Health officials have addressed that concern, 

saying there's little risk to Americans. Ebola is not an airborne or waterborne illness... It spreads through 

contact with organs and bodily fluid. I'm Martha Shade reporting. We spoke to Writebol's son this past 

week.  He says it's been an emotional process for his family. You can see that story again... At our website, 

k-w-c-h dot com. 

 

8/4/2014  8am 

A car crashes into a Wichita restaurant.  We're following the breaking news in west Wichita at 21st and 

ridge.  Emily griffin is there. Police say, a vehicle has crashed into the Braums at 21-st and ridge road. 

They say the vehicle has since backed out.  No one was hurt but there is some damage to the building.  

Follow Emily her on twitter at k-w-c-h Emily. 

 

8/5/2014  4pm 

We're learning more about the Good Samaritan involved in a deadly accident on K-96 yesterday. The 

family of Former Winfield police Chief Larry Dobbs confirms he was the man involved in the accident.  

the highway patrol says Dobbs saw some drywall fall from a truck on to the road.  He parked his car .. And 

got out into the median to try and clear it when he was hit by a semi.  Dobbs served the Winfield police 

department for 28 years working as Chief for the last 7. 

 

8/6/2014  9pm 

It's no g through main entrance to McConnell air force base. The east gate at rock road and Kansas will be 

under construction.  It will be closed Monday through Friday... From 6 in the morning to 6 at night.  The 

project is expected to be completed in 45 days.  Drivers are asked to use the entrance at 31st and rock. 

 

8/7/2014  7am 

A Wichita family has to find temporary housing.  That's because this fire caused significant damage to their 

home.  It happened in 61-hundred block of south Minnesota around six Wednesday night.   Investigators 

don't know what caused it... but firefighters on scene were concerned about an electrical box attached to the 

house.  No one was home when the fire started.  Damage is about 70-thousand dollars. 

 

8/8/2014  4pm 

The world health organization is now calling on world leaders to take action in the Ebola crisis.  The 

organization labeled the outbreak an international public health emergency. Health officials here in the u-s 

say it will likely sicken more people than all other previous outbreaks combined. 930 people have already 

died since the outbreak began in March.   Americans are being advised not to travel to west Africa... 

Meanwhile diplomatic staff and their families are leaving the u-s embassy in Liberia’s capital.  Two 

Americans. Dr. Kent Brantley and Nancy Writebol.. Working to treat Ebola in Liberia, contracted the 

disease. They are now in an isolation unit at Emory university hospital in Atlanta. 

 

8/9/2014  9pm 

Because of the weather we've had in Kansas this summer.  Allergists expect this fall's allergy season to be a 

rough one.  Devon Fasbinder explains why allergies are so bad in Wichita. In tonight’s health watch,  I 

spoke with an allergist and immunologist today and he says there are several things that make allergies so 

bad.  Those include sensitivity, exposure, and the pollen count.  But fall allergies are the worst here in 

Wichita according to the asthma and allergy foundation of America.  Now that we've had a warm summer 

and plenty of rain, allergist and immunologist dr. Van Strickland tells me it's going to be a rough round of 

fall allergies.  He says the more green it is outside, the higher the pollen count will be.  He tells me that 

high pollen count means more allergens in the air for you to breathe.  Dr. Strickland says we can blame all 

that pollen on the weeds. Dr.Strickland gave me this map which is from pollen dot com.  This shows the 

allergy forecast for today.  It’s clear Kansas is in the medium to high allergy forecast.  Dr. Strickland says 

Kansas will see red areas around the time the kids go back to school.  I talked with some people outside 

today with allergies and they were not happy about the doctor's prediction. They say allergies are annoying 

and one woman tells me when she moved to this area, it was the first time she's had to take allergy 

medication. 



 

 

 

8/11/2014 7am 

A skydiving accident in eastern Kansas leaves a Wichita man dead.  Officers with the franklin county 

sheriff's office discovered the man's body about a mile from the drop zone after he was reported missing 

Saturday night.  The 54-year-old was pronounced dead at the scene.  His name has not been released.  The 

f-a-a will be involved in the investigation. 

 

8/12/2014 4pm 

We're following some breaking news out of southeast Kansas. An explosion goes off at a fireworks 

building in Pittsburg.  We know two people are hurt. And one person is being flown to a hospital.  It 

happened within the last hour at jakes fireworks.  We don't know what happened, but we know the Kansas 

highway patrol has closed off parts of u-s 69 in town. We will continue to follow this story on eyewitness 

news on air and online. 

 

8/14/2014 8am 

A pilot is in the hospital after hitting a guy wire near Cimarron.  The 61-year-old was crop dusting 

Wednesday when it happened.  the pilot then flew back to the dodge city airport with a broken wing, and 

crashed upon landing.  The pilot was taken to the hospital with serious injuries. 

 

8/15/2014 7am 

Everyday in our country nearly 30 people die because someone chooses to drink and then get behind the 

wheel. Law enforcement agencies say the number of people who drink and drive is a public health hazard - 

and today they're starting a new campaign to do something about it. Hannah Davis joins us live to tell us 

about the program.  Good morning, summer may be winding down, but a new campaign to cut down on 

drinking and driving in our state is just beginning.  More than 150 police departments and law enforcement 

agencies across Kansas kick off "you drink, you drive, you lose" campaign today.  The program will run 

through Labor Day.  Between then and now you will see more officers on the roads looking for impaired 

drivers.  In Wichita alone drunk driving has killed 14 people in the last two years.  Although this problem 

spans all ages and social backgrounds statistics show young drivers are more likely to drive after drinking. 

30 years ago an 18-year-old drunk driver hit a mom who had pulled over to feed her infant son.  That crash 

killed the baby and 3 decades later Wanda Stewart continues her talk about drunk driving and the impact its 

had on her life and family. This week she read a letter from her other son written to his little brother who he 

barely knew.  Stewart asked drivers to plan ahead if they know they're going to be drinking.  Make sure to 

call a taxi, friend or an organization like "safe riders" so you don't get behind the wheel.  You can hear 

more about Wanda’s story at k-w-c-h dot com. 

 

8/17/2014 9pm 

A second Reno county resident has died after a wreck in great bend Saturday morning. Shawn Chellenger 

was riding on a motorcycle with his wife, Danielle, on 10th street.  When a trailer detached from a pickup 

going the other direction and collided with their motorcycle.  Danielle died Saturday afternoon.  The Reno 

county sheriff's office, where Shawn worked as a jail deputy, says he died this afternoon.  A second 

motorcycle was hit, but the driver was not hurt.  Great bend police and the Kansas highway patrol are 

investigating what caused the trailer to detach.  And whether the driver of the pickup will face any charges. 

 

8/18/2014 4pm 

A police officer shoots and kills a dog this morning...after it tried to attack kids at a school bus stop.  It 

happened in southeast Topeka.  Police responded to a call that two pit bulls were trying to attack the 

children.  When they arrived at the scene, police say one of the dogs charged at an officer.  He tried to 

subdue the dog with his baton...but says he was forced to shoot the dog.  Police are still looking for the 

second dog. 

 

8/19/2014 9pm 

A health watch alert tonight. The first case of west Nile has shown up in Kansas according to the state 

department of health and environment.  State health officials say a person in Republic County tested 

positive for it.  But Devon Fasbinder talks to a Hutchinson woman who says she's the state's second case. 

When we posted the news about the west Nile case online, a woman from Hutchinson responded.  She tells 



 

 

me the Reno county health department called her confirming what she already knew from a blood test.  She 

has the west Nile virus.  She says it started with bad headaches.  She went to the doctor and got pain 

medicine but she says it wasn't helping.  Then she got a full body rash and started feeling so tired she could 

barely lift her head.  She says after several trips to the er and doctor, pain medication, a spinal tap and a 

blood test, she wasn't feeling better.  She says she asked to be tested for the virus.  She says now she's 

feeling a lot better but still has some tingling and numbness in her hands and feet.  We contacted the Reno 

county health department to see why the case wasn't reported yet.  A representative said the department 

couldn't tell us anything for confidentiality reasons.  But bowman tells me the department has been in touch 

with her confirming information to report the case. 

 

8/20/2014 7am 

A man's home explodes as he's walking out of it.  Emily griffin is on the scene to tell us more about what 

happened. Happened about 7:30 last night. 10-thousand block of southwest Tenth Street... Just northwest of 

Towanda. 61 man was out running errands. Came home and smelled propane. Went inside to make sure no 

appliances with pilot lights were on. Man was walking out when the house exploded. Man received only 

minor injuries... Singing arm hair, most injuries from force of being thrown. House blown off it's 

foundation. Probably a total loss. Augusta department public safety and Towanda fire called out to 

investigate, probably a day or two before they know what caused the explosion. 

 

8/21/2014 8am 

  If you use u-p-s to ship your packages we have a warning for you this morning. Your debit and credit card 

information could be at risk.  That’s because u-p-s says, a computer virus has been found in 51 of it's stores.  

The company says the information exposed includes credit card information... And postal and e-mail 

addresses.  About 100-thousand transactions from January 20-th to august 11-th are effected.  That attack 

includes stores in 24 states, but not Kansas.  So far there have been no reports of fraud related to the attack. 

 

8/22/2014 7am 

A Wichita woman nearly drowns in  her neighborhood pool.  Emergency crews were called to the heritage 

condo complex at 13th and rock road last night.  Police say the woman's boyfriend found her unresponsive 

in the pool, she was pulled out and given c-p-r before she was taken to the hospital.  No one else was in the 

pool area with the woman. 

 

8/24/2014 9pm 

Medical marijuana may get more talk in Topeka during the next legislative session - now that Kansas 

democrats have put the issue on their official platform. Anne Meyer heard from both sides today, and joins 

us with their response.  Here is a copy of that platform, it was released last night at the demo-fest in 

Wichita. - the platform is 13 pages long.  On page seven, it says Kansas democrats support the availability 

of marijuana for medical use and protection of patients from criminal arrest and prosecution. That's a 

statement David Mulford has been waiting for.  David Mulford tells me he's lived with chronic pain from 

hernias and debilitating muscle spasms for more than two decades.  He says marijuana oil is the only thing 

that brings him relief, which is why he's happy Kansas democrats are backing legislation that may legalize 

that option in Kansas.  But opponents like Reno county assistant district attorney Tom Stanton, don't see a 

medical marijuana bill getting enough support from lawmakers. 

 

8/26/2014 8am 

A set of parents call Wichita police after accidentally locking their keys in the car with their child still 

inside.  Police had to break open the window to rescue that child.   It happened last night at the twin lakes 

shopping center.  Police say, the keys were inside the vehicle at the time and the air conditioner was not 

running.  They say, the child's parents called 9-1-1.  The child was in the car for about 8 minutes before 

police could get her out.  They say, her temperature was a little high, but she should be okay. 

 

8/28/2014 7am 

Two pilots are doing okay after their plane crashed near El Dorado. The twin-engine Cessna crash-landed 

in a field just northwest of the airport.  Investigators say... the plane flew into El Dorado to do "touch and 

go" exercises.  That's when it began having engine trouble. 

 



 

 

8/30/2014 9pm 

Nearly 2000 people were without power this morning, after a car crashed into a power pole. The outage 

happened near 25th and Market Street.  One person in the suv that hit the power pole was taken to the 

hospital in serious condition.  Police haven't said what caused the wreck.  But the crash caused the power 

pole to fall on some nearby trees, starting them on fire.  A gas line also ruptured on the scene.  Westar 

energy says a new pole has been put into place. 

 

9/2/2014  8am 

An elk is shot and killed in West Wichita after it escaped yesterday morning.  The elk ran along the big 

ditch at 235 and made its way to Hoover and Kellogg where it was shot.  Officers had been trying to 

tranquilize the animal, but by the time it got so close to Kellogg, the person with the tranquilizer was not 

nearby.  That's why officers decided to shoot the elk, to prevent it from running onto the highway. The elk 

was one of three that got out inside the city limits.  The owner said he was planning to butcher the elk at the 

end of this year.  

 

9/4/2014  9pm 

One person is seriously hurt after a wreck in east Wichita this evening. It happened just after six in the 

eastbound lanes of Kellogg near Hillside.  One person was taken to the hospital in critical condition.  

Eastbound traffic was reduced to one lane as crews worked to clear the scene. 

 

9/5/2014  7am 

In the health watch, there are now *three confirmed cases of west Nile virus in Kansas.  Last month, we 

reported the state's first case was reported in Republic County. Now, the Kansas department of health and 

environment tells us there are two more cases...one in Wyandotte County and another in *Barton County. 

The case in Barton County IS a more severe form... Called west Nile *neuro-invasive disease... That 

happens when the virus infects the brain. 

 

9/7/2014  9pm 

In the health watch, hundreds of kids across the Midwest are sick this weekend, with the enterovirus. 

Before you send your kids off to school tomorrow, Anne Meyer has advice for parents, on how to protect 

your kids from the disease.  Stasha Houser and her two kids went to the water fountains in riverside park to 

cool off from the heat.  The up and down temperatures have Stasha keeping a watchful eye on her kids, 

looking for symptoms of a cold. She's even more concerned after hearing about the respiratory virus hitting 

Kansas City and Colorado. 13 year old will Carnejo in Denver was diagnosed with enterovirus 68, which 

has hurt his breathing and requires round the clock treatment. To make sure your child doesn't end up in the 

hospital; follow this advice, to help stop the illness from spreading.  That's something Stasha Houser wants 

to avoid - so she's staying vigilant at home. She's hoping all of that will help protect her kids from getting 

sick.  Anne Meyer, eyewitness news.  Wichita hospitals tell us they have had cases of respiratory viruses in 

town, but they don't know if it is the same strain that has hit Kansas City or Colorado. 

 

9/8/2014  7am 

The Topeka city council will consider making public nudity a misdemeanor offense.   A man was able to 

walk around the capital city naked.  The city council will look at the proposal tomorrow.  The ban would 

not apply to children under 10 years old or a woman breastfeeding.  State law and city ordinances do not 

ban public nudity, although state law prohibits it in the context of sexual arousal.  

 

9/9/2014  8am 

Congestion and the potential for accidents rising here in Wichita.  Taking a look now in west Wichita on k-

96 near meridian.  An accident in the center median and highway patrol troopers are on scene.  Dispatch 

confirms no one is hurt in the accident but it's causing a delay.  Expect a delay too further east on 

northbound 235 leading to the i-135 interchange.  Another check of Wichita traffic in about fifteen minutes. 

 

9/10/2014 4pm 

People were cleaning up this morning in hays, where straight line winds caused this damage.  The winds 

collapsed this garage on top of golf carts.  It also blew pieces of the shed across the fort hays municipal golf 

course.  No one was hurt. 



 

 

 

9/11/2014 9pm 

The Ebola outbreak in Africa leads to a change in plans for k-state.  The school's restricting university-

sponsored trips to guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone.  Those three countries are also on a federal travel alert 

list.  Travel requests to Nigeria and the Congo will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis.  The university 

also plans to screen any student who has traveled to those countries in the last four weeks. 

 

9/12/2014 7am 

Now an important consumer alert,  your smoke alarm or carbon monoxide detector may not work when you 

need it to.  More than one million are under recall.  They're made by Kidde, which is a very common brand.  

The consumer product safety commission says a defect in the alarms may cause them to fail during a power 

outage. Three models are affected, .. And they're all ones that connect directly into your home's electrical 

wiring. 

        

9/15/2014 8am 

A four year old dies after he's pinned underneath a trailer.  Hutchinson police say it was all an accident.   

They say the trailer was parked in the yard of a home when the ramp fell on the boy.  The boy was 

pronounced dead at a nearby hospital. 

 

9/16/2014 4pm 

Parents were worried...they came to us for answers.  Tonight - we have results.  Aimed to keep Buhler 

school kids safe.  Last week...we showed you the district's newest elementary school...with no traffic signs 

and cars going 45 miles per hour near kids. Hours after our first report...temporary signs went up.  Now 

Hannah Davis shows us the permanent change along Hutchinson’s road. Jandee Oard says that's a big 

change compared to this time last week. That's when there were no school zone or cross walk signs outside 

plum creek elementary even when kids were walking to and from school. Hours after our first story aired 

principal randy Doerkeson says things started to change. On Tuesday commissioners for the city of 

Hutchinson and Reno County approved those signs in two unanimous votes. It's a decision that will help 

one mom worry a little less. In Hutchinson, Hannah Davis eyewitness new. 

 

9/18/2014 7am 

A developing story this morning. One person rushed to the hospital after they were hurt on the job.  Hannah 

Davis is live at spirit aerosystems where it happened.  What do we know right now, Hannah?  One person 

sent to the hospital in critical condition. It happened around 4:15 this morning. 

 

9/19/2014 8am 

In the health watch this morning, get the bug spray!  more cases of the west Nile virus are showing up in 

Kansas. There are now 9 reported cases in the state.  That includes one case of the neuro-invasive form of 

the disease - Which can cause encephalitis.  Barton County has 3 cases of the virus, six other counties are 

reporting one case each.  Experts say the best way to keep yourself safe, is to wear mosquito repellant 

containing deet. 

 

9/20/2014 9pm 

A Kansas man is in a Wichita hospital... After his dad says he fell from an oil derrick earlier this week. It's 

new at 9. Chris Heights has spent several days at Via Christi medical center with broken ribs, a broken 

shoulder, a punctured lung and lacerations to his head.   Chris' dad kirk... Was there when he says Chris fell 

nearly 40 feet off of an oil derrick near Kingman. Chris was on a ladder when his hand slipped and he fell 

face first to the ground. Chris was flown to Via Christi at St. Francis in serious condition Thursday 

morning.  He has since been upgraded... And his dad says he's doing better than expected.   Kirk says 

taking the extra few minutes to take safety precautions would have made a big difference.  We reached out 

to Pickrell Drilling... But they didn't want to comment on the situation.  

 

9/22/2014 7am 

New this morning, alcohol and speed may have played a factor in a weekend rollover.  It happened Sunday 

evening in Pratt County.  The sheriff's office says the pickup truck left the roadway and rolled twice. The 



 

 

driver and a passenger were taken to the hospital.  It's not clear how badly they were hurt.  Another 

passenger refused treatment at the scene. 

 

9/23/2014 8am 

Wichita state is doing what it can to protect its students from Ebola.  W-s-u has nearly 130 students from 

north and West Africa.  Many have been in the u-s for a year or more.  Last month, the university contacted 

its students.  It's asking them to self-report if they have traveled to an infected area.  From there. The 

student would be questioned about what they had done overseas to determine the risk of exposure. 

 

9/24/2014 4pm 

Power has been restored in McPherson county.  This morning... About half of Lindsborg was in the dark.  

Morning storms blew a transformer and knocked-out power to the east side of town.  Westar crews worked 

on it this morning.  Power was restored before noon. 

 

9/25/2014 9pm 

Newton officers are asking for your help to find five "endangered run-aways."  Authorities tell us... The 

girls were last seen leaving a youth care facility in newton last night.  Investigators say... They cannot 

release any other details on the situation.  Only that the girls are considered endangered. If you know where 

they are, call the newton police department at 284-60-30. 

 

9/26/2014 7am 

This morning Newton officers are asking for your help to locate five "endangered run-aways."  Authorities 

tell us... The girls were last seen leaving a youth care facility in newton Wednesday night.  Investigators 

say the teens are considered endangered, but could not release any other details on the situation.  If you 

know where they are, call the newton police department at 284-60-30. 

 

9/27/2014 9pm 

Families using Kan-care shared their experiences with state politicians today.  Kan-care is the state's 

Medicaid reform intended to be a one-stop shop for patients. Devon Fasbinder was there... Devon what 

were some of their biggest concerns?  Many people i spoke with today weren't happy with the way Kancare 

has played out.  Some were upset with the change this year where private insurance companies coordinate 

services.  They tell me for their loved ones with disabilities; it's a fight they aren't giving up. At a forum 

meant to talk about Kancare, people didn't hold back.  Especially when it involved their children.  Kancare 

d-d watch. A grassroots advocacy group sponsored the forum to give state representatives an idea of what 

people would like changed with kan-care, the state's Medicaid reform. The reform was implemented 

several years ago.... Though a recent change has private insurance companies handling care.  It's caused 

some political stir.  Representative Paul Davis says he is the one listening to those affected...not the 

governor.  John Millburn from governor Sam Brownback’s office gave us this statement in response. 

"Unlike Obamacare, the implementation of Kancare has expanded care, not rationed it. The savings from 

Kancare have allowed more than 1000 Kansans with disabilities to be taken off waiting lists created by 

Paul Davis and Kathleen Sibelius."  Party affiliations aside, several people say they just want to see a 

change.  A big problem several people had was with waiting and underserved lists.  Because the state 

doesn't have the money to pay for everyone's care, people are put on the list.  Several people i spoke with 

say they want to know how that list is managed since they've waited for services for years.  According to 

kan-care's website.... It serves about 360-thousand people across the state. 

 

9/29/2014 8am 

K-u is receiving more sexual assault reports.  They come after protests over how the school handled an 

alleged on-campus rape.  The cases include stalking, sexual harassment and more.  The reports began after 

a student, who said she was raped in 2013, complained of her attacker's lenient punishment. The university 

is among more than 75 schools being investigated by the federal government for how it handled sexual 

assault cases. 

 



 

 

POLITICS 

 

7/2/2014  7am 

New this morning, Kansas teachers say they're ready to file a lawsuit against the state, and will do it after 

the July fourth holiday.   K-n-e-a will file the suit.  That's the teacher's union.  Many teachers don't like the 

school funding bill passed by lawmakers because it eliminates due process hearing for teachers that have 

been fired. 

 

7/8/2014  4pm 

President Obama asks congress for more than 3-billion dollars today.  It's part of an ongoing attempt to deal 

with unaccompanied immigrant children crossing the border with Mexico. Craig Boswell has the latest. So 

many young immigrants have crossed the border illegally in the last several months that president Obama is 

calling it a humanitarian crisis. He's requesting 3-point-7 billion dollars in emergency funds from congress 

to deal with the issue. - The money would be used to expand detention facilities to house the immigrants as 

well as provide care for them while in custody. - it would also be used to hire more judges to expedite 

hearings. - And it would fund a task force to work with governments in central and South America to 

disrupt smuggling rings. The department of homeland security is also airing t-v ads like this one warning 

about the dangers of smugglers known as coyotes. And telling young people even if they make it to the u.s. 

- they won't be allowed to stay. Many lawmakers agree this is a crisis and that *something* has to be done.. 

But there's plenty of debate about how any emergency funds might be used and where the money comes 

from.    Felipe Sousa-Rodriguez came here as an undocumented immigrant 14-years-ago and says these 

children need protection. But the white house says it will enforce the law. Craig Boswell, cbs news, 

Washington.  More than 52-thousand children have illegally immigrated to the u-s since last October.  The 

white house says providing emergency funds should not be tied to budget cuts in other areas. 

 

7/9/2014  8am 

Congressman Mike Pompeo and former congressman Todd Tiahrt will meet later this month in our political 

forum. Both candidates are running for the state's fourth congressional district.  Next week, we will ask you 

what questions you want us to ask.  The forum will be held July 21st at 6-30.  It will air live on k-w-c-h 

channel 12... And on line at k-w-c-h dot com. 

 

7/15/2014 7am 

Today is your last day to register to vote in the august primary.  You can register online.  You'll need a 

valid Kansas driver's license or non-drivers i.d. card.  If you don't have those documents...you can register 

using the paper form.   If you are registering for the first time in the state...you'll need to submit evidence of 

u-s citizenship.  The primary election is august 5th.  Eyewitness news is committed to helping you make an 

informed decision in the upcoming election.  Next week... We're hosting a candidate forum.  It will feature 

candidates for the district four house of representatives race.  That includes representative Mike Pompeo 

and challenger Todd Tiahrt.  It's next Monday... July 21st at 6-30 right here on kwch-12.  It will also be 

streamed live at kwch-dot-com.  You can submit your questions for the candidates right now in the 

campaign section of our website.  While you’re in the campaign section you'll also find information on the 

major races.... And past stories we've done on them.   You'll find it all at kwch-dot-com-slash-campaign-14. 

 

7/16/2014 8am 

Covering the campaign trail now, over 100 republicans and counting come out to support the democratic 

candidate for Governor Paul Davis.  They call themselves republicans for Kansas values.  The group says 

they're supporting Davis because he has a track record of common sense legislation.  Davis says... It's just 

another sign of the changes Kansans want. In an online statement, Brownback's campaign said... "Governor 

Brownback is focused on leading Kansas by growing the economy, investing in education for future 

generations, and preserving the bedrock values of hard work, faith and family."  Brownback will face 

republican challenger Jennifer Winn in the august 5th primary. 

 

7/21/2014 8am 

A big night here at kwch.  Mike Pompeo and Todd Tiahrt both want to represent you in Washington.  

Tonight, .. They'll be face to face right here in our studio.  The forum begins at 6-30 on kwch 12.  And 

Emily, .. We've seen the ads they've been airing.  This could get interesting.  Brian, .. Both candidates are 



 

 

very familiar with this office.  They've both held it.  Tiahrt held the office for 16 years before leaving to run 

for the senate- he's challenging Pompeo - who won the race to replace him in 20-10. Both candidates have 

similar conservative voting records on key issues. Still, they have been working hard to point out 

differences on things like Obamacare, aviation and government spying. Supporters of tiahrt have been 

running television ads criticizing Pompeo for his continued support of the nsa survelliance program.  Tiahrt 

was in office and supported the program when it began, but now says it's been abused. Tiahrt has also 

accused Pompeo of voting against funding for the McConnell tanker project.  Pompeo says that's just not 

true and that he fought hard to ensure the new air force tankers would be based here. Pompeo's campaign 

points out he has raised 10 times more money than Tiahrt from individual donors.  His campaign has 

accused Tiahrt of making a "desperate" attempt to return to Washington.  We're asking the candidates 

questions you would like answers to tonight.  We've been asking you to submit your questions for several 

days now. We're still sorting through them.  Some of you want to know how they plan to bring new 

businesses to town.  The affordable health care act could also be brought up tonight.  It all begins at 6-30 on 

kwch.     

 

7/23/2014 4pm 

In our campaign 20-14 coverage. Early voting is now underway in Sedgwick County ahead of the primary. 

Advance, in-person voting began today for the august 5th primary-  which is now less than two weeks 

away.  You can vote at the Sedgwick County elections office this week, other locations are added next 

week.  Find all the important election dates in the campaign 2014 section at k-w-c-h dot com. 

 

7/30/2014 4pm 

15 people killed and more than 150 wounded while residents in Gaza thought there was a cease fire.   Gaza 

health officials say it happened in a crowded shopping area earlier today.  The United Nations held a press 

conference to condemn the attacks.  At least 13 hundred Palestinians have been killed since the current 

fighting began on July 8. 

 

7/31/2014 9pm 

You have less than a week left to vote in Tuesday’s primary elections.  Advanced satellite polling stations 

will be open again tomorrow in Sedgwick County.  The secretary of state's office predicts 22-percent of all 

registered Kansas voters will take part in the primary election this year.  That's about 380-thousand people. 

Those numbers are down from four out of the last five primaries.  Head to kwch-dot-com to find your 

polling location.  You can also find a sample ballot for both primaries, and find information on each 

candidate.  Just look for the campaign 2014 section of k-w-c-h dot com. 

 

8/1/2014  7am 

If you're registered to vote in Salina you may want to double check your polling place...  A few changes 

have been made ahead of Tuesday’s primary election.  "Meadowlark ridge elementary" and eight other 

Salina school district buildings.... Will not be voting sites this year.  It's a decision based on school security. 

District leaders say recent school shootings were a factor. The saline county clerk says... The changes affect 

more than 10 thousand voters. Sites were either moved or combined with other precincts.  You should have 

gotten a letter about your new polling place.  Don't worry if you forget...signs will be posted on the schools 

reminding you to go to your new polling place. 

 

8/3/2014  9pm 

Tuesday many will be hitting the polls. The Kansas secretary of state estimates that 22 percent of registered 

voters are expected to turn out for the primary.  Polls in Sedgwick County are open from six a-m to seven 

at night. You can learn more about each of the candidates at our website kwch dot com.  Just look for our 

campaign 14 section.  There you can also see other key dates as we move towards November. 

 

8/4/2014  8am 

Time is running out to cast your vote early, advance voting ends at noon today.  Tomorrow's the big day.  

Polling places in Sedgwick County will be open from 6 a-m to 7 at night.   You can learn more about each 

of the candidates at our website kwch dot com.  Just look for our campaign 14 section.  There you can also 

see other key dates as we move towards November. 

 



 

 

8/5/2014  4pm 

We're watching the republican race in the fourth congressional district between incumbent representative 

Mike Pompeo and former congressman Todd Tiahrt.  Jade Degood is west Wichita where Tiahrt supporters 

will be waiting for tonight’s results.  I'm outside villa Luna.  This is where Todd Tiahrt's supporters will 

join him to wait for tonight's results.  He's running for *fourth congressional district* representative.  A 

position he held until 2010.  I'll be here with his campaign throughout tonight... As they learn the results 

from today's primary election. 

 

8/6/2014  9pm 

He just graduated high school a few months ago.  Now this 18-year-old is one step closer to Topeka.  

Austin Harris of Tonganoxie won his Democratic primary last night for a seat in the Kansas House of 

Representatives.  Harris says he hopes to provide a voice for moderates in his district. 

 

8/7/2014  7am 

A county clerk is calling it "an honest mistake" but some say that answer isn't good enough.  Ellen Neufeld 

was running as a democrat for the superior township committee-person in McPherson county, when she 

noticed her name wasn't on the ballot.  It was omitted from the Inman city ballot.  She alerted the county 

clerk about the situation.  But county clerk Cathy Schmidt tells eyewitness news- there was nothing that 

could be done and she is sorry about what happened.  To Neufeld- this was a big deal.  Neufeld called the 

treasurer of the McPherson county democrats about this issue.  He discovered- two other democratic 

candidates in Galva were also omitted from city ballots.   None of the three candidates running was 

opposed and Neufeld did end up winning the seat. 

 

8/14/2014 8am 

Eyewitness news has you covered for campaign 2014.  From important dates to remember... To where you 

find your polling place.  It's all on k-w-c-h dot com.  Just look under our special campaign 2014 section. 

 

8/19/2014 9pm 

The governor's race may be close. Public policy polling released a new poll today.  And it shows Paul 

Davis ahead. 39-percent of those surveyed say... they would vote for Davis if the election was tomorrow.  

37-percent would vote for Governor Sam Brownback.  9-percent said Keen Umbehr. 15-percent were 

undecided.  But the gap between Davis and Brownback widens... When respondents are given only two 

candidates.  44-percent say they would vote for Paul Davis.  And 39-percent for governor brownback, with 

17 percent undecided. 

 

8/20/2014 7am 

New this morning, state representative Joe Edwards has died.  His older brother say Edwards died at his 

home in Haysville yesterday.  Doyle Edwards says "it's a big loss for the state of Kansas and Haysville."  

representative Edwards first term in office was in 2013.  He lost in the primary two weeks ago by just 189 

votes.  Joe Edwards was 59-years-old. 

 

8/28/2014 7am 

New numbers are in for voter turnout in this month's primary.  About 20-percent of registered Kansas 

voters took part... casting 351-thousand ballots statewide.  Turnout this year was the lowest for a Kansas 

primary election since 2006. 

    

9/4/2014  4pm 

There will be a debate between the senate candidates this weekend at the Kansas State fair.  Gubernatorial 

candidate Paul Davis and incumbent Sam Brownback will also have a debate. You'll be able to watch both 

of those live, starting at 10 a-m this Saturday.  We'll be streaming it on our website, k-w-c-h dot com. 

 

9/5/2014  7am 

There will be a debate between the senate candidates this weekend at the Kansas State fair. Gubernatorial 

candidate Paul Davis and incumbent Sam Brownback will also have a debate.  You'll be able to watch both 

of those live, starting at 10 a-m this Saturday.  We'll be streaming it on our website, k-w-c-h dot com. 

 



 

 

9/6/2014  9pm 

At the Kansas State Fair, it was a morning of debates.  As republican governor Sam Brownback and 

democratic challenger Paul Davis faced off followed by republican senator Pat Roberts and independent 

senate candidate Greg Orman. 

 

9/11/2014 9pm 

Covering campaign 20-14, the Kansas Supreme Court *will take up a challenge... By a democratic senate 

candidate who wants his name *off the ballot.  Chad Taylor tried to withdraw from the race against 

incumbent republican Pat Roberts last week.  The secretary of state said, he didn't properly say he was 

incapable of serving if elected and ruled his name will *stay on the ballot. The court scheduled arguments 

in the issue for Tuesday morning.  We'll have a crew in Topeka for reaction.  Go to the campaign 20-14 

section at k-w-c-h dot com... For our past stories on why the race is getting so much national attention. 

 

9/12/2014 7am 

The ongoing controversy on the campaign trial is not over yet.  The Kansas supreme court has now agreed 

to hear a challenge... by a democratic senate candidate who wants his name *off the ballot.  As we first 

reported last week, Chad Taylor tried to withdraw from the race against incumbent republican pat Roberts.  

But the secretary of state said, he didn't properly say he was incapable of serving if elected... and ruled his 

name will *stay on the ballot.  Now the matter will go before the court. Arguments are expected to begin 

Tuesday morning.  We will have a crew in Topeka to bring you the latest as this case continues to unfold. 

 

9/16/2014 4pm 

Seven percentage points.  That's the lead a new poll gives Greg Orman in the race against u-s senator Pat 

Roberts.  Public policy polling released those numbers today, showing Orman leading all opponents 

currently on the ballot.  And that lead could get even larger, depending on an issue before the state supreme 

court.  The battle over whether democrat chad Taylor’s name should remain on the ballot.  Pilar Pedraza 

was in the court for the hearing. To decide whether Taylor’s letter withdrawing from the race met state 

election law requirements.  The Kansas supreme court has little time to make a decision on what state law 

requires when a candidate wants to drop out of a race *after* winning the primary. Unlike most Kansas 

supreme court proceedings... This hearing was only days in the making... Not months. The justices are 

under a time crunch to decide if democrat Chad Taylor did what he needed to under state law to withdraw 

from the race for senate. Taylor says he did. Secretary of state Kris Kobach... Charged with running Kansas 

elections... Says he didn't. It all hinges on whether a reference to a state requirement is the same as writing 

out the words 'I’m incapable of fulfilling the duties of office if elected." but the secretary of state's team 

says.... A reference isn't the same as a declaration.... And violates what lawmakers wanted when they 

passed the law.  Chad Taylor left immediately after the hearing declining to comment. Secretary of state 

Kris Kobach *did* take questions.  We'll hear from him... New at five on k-w-c-h eyewitness news on 

channel twelve.  The state needs to begin mailing out ballots this weekend to overseas and military voters.  

So the court has to rule no later than Friday.  We'll have that decision for you once it's made.  Coming up, 

we're looking at the ballot debate Klose up.  Political science professor doctor Russell Arben fox joins us to 

discuss the issue.  And what the latest poll numbers mean in the race for u-s senate. 

 

9/17/2014 9pm 

A decision has still not been made on whether democrat Chad Taylor’s name will appear on the November 

ballot for u-s senator.  It's a story we've been covering all week. Cindy Klose continues our campaign 2014 

coverage. The Kansas Supreme Court is considering whether Taylor met the requirements to drop out of 

the race.  Currently, Taylor faces republican incumbent Pat Roberts. Independent Greg Orman.  And 

libertarian Randall Batson.  Taylor withdrew from the race, but Kansas secretary of state Kris Kobach ruled 

Taylor did not file the paperwork correctly.  Taylor took his case to the state's highest court, which heard 

arguments Tuesday for and against keeping Taylor’s name on the ballot. Both sides expect a decision soon, 

since absentee ballots have to be printed by the 20th.  That's this Saturday.  The court has to release at least 

a summary of its ruling by Friday.  In order for the ballots to be printed in time, analysts say Taylor’s 

withdrawal would give a boost to independent Greg Orman. As we told you yesterday, a new poll has 

Orman ahead of senator Roberts 46 to 36 in a head-to-head race.  As soon as a ruling is released, we will let 

you know on air, online and on your phone.  You'll receive an alert straight to your phone or tablet if you 

have the k-w-ch app.  It's free for apple and android devices. 



 

 

 

9/18/2014 7am 

Still no decision from the Kansas supreme court in a major ballot battle. It's between u-s senate democratic 

candidate Chad Taylor and secretary of state Kris Kobach.  Taylor is challenging Kobach's decision to 

leave his name on the November ballot after asking for it to be removed.  Kobach says, he needs to begin 

printing ballots tomorrow.  We have a crew in Topeka and will bring you that decision as soon as it is 

made. 

 

9/19/2014 8am 

This morning kansas democrats are looking for a new candidate.  In the u-s senate race, that's after the state 

supreme court rules, former candidate Chad Taylor’s name to be removed from the ballot.  Taylor 

withdrew from the race earlier this month.  However, Secretary of State Kris Kobach, declared Taylor did 

not fully comply with a state election law in submitting his letter of withdrawal.  Taylor took his case to the 

state supreme court, who ruled in his favor Thursday.  Democrats now have one week to find a new 

candidate. 

 

9/24/2014 4pm 

We want to go live to west Wichita where rick Perry has arrived at a rally supporting Governor Sam 

Brownback.  It comes as analysts say... Some high-profile republican incumbents are in danger of losing 

their seats.   Texas governor Rick Perry is in Wichita showing his support for governor Sam Brownback.  

You're looking at a live shot of a rally at Wichita’s Republican Party headquarters...  Brownback's running 

against democrat Paul Davis.  It's a race that's gained national attention. 

 

9/25/2014 9pm 

In a campaign 2014 update, another major republican figure makes a stop in Kansas today.  Former Alaska 

governor and vice presidential candidate Sarah Palin was in independence this morning.  Speaking at a 

fundraising breakfast to help campaign for senator Pat Roberts in his bid for re-election.  In her speech, she 

praised Roberts for his conservative stances in Washington.  Feelings on Palin’s appearance were mixed. 

This comes a day after two other big names in the g-o-p came to Kansas.  Texas governor Rick Perry was 

in Wichita Wednesday campaigning for governor Sam Brownback.  While Senator John McCain joined 

Roberts in overland park.  Jeb bush is also scheduled to make an appearance in the state soon. 

 

9/29/2014 8am 

In a campaign 2014 update, the dispute over whether to put a democrat on the ballot for u-s senate goes to 

court today.  Democrats had been instructed to find a replacement for former candidate Chad Taylor.  The 

deadline imposed by secretary of state Kris Kobach passed Friday with no response from democrats.  In a 

motion filed Friday, the court ruled this Wednesday is the latest deadline for final ballot information.   

Eyewitness news will have a crew in Topeka for the hearing.   We will bring you the results on air and 

online at k-w-c-h dot com. 



 

 

 

BRETT & SIERRA SHOW 

  

7/10/2014 4:30pm 

How about a local event to benefit a terrific group that has been serving local families for nearly 130 years?  

And we get to help by attending a real fun event hosted by Miss Sierra.  It's the Y-M-C-A's 18-85 gala....  

And here to talk about the big event is Tracey Ingram!  Tracey, the YMCA does so many great things for 

kids in our community... Tell us more about this great place. 

 

7/14/2014 4:30pm 

I-29.... B-7.... G...32.... If you know what the significance is of that chain of numbers... You are in for a real 

treat.  Welcome back to the Brett and Sierra show where we're talking about playing bingo for a great 

cause. And there are some really cool prizes you can win! It's Goodwill's blue jean bingo and joining us is 

Molly Fox to give us the details on this event which is sure to be a lot of fun! 

 

7/14/2014 4:30pm 

Its open 24 hours a day, seven days a week to any child who needs it!  We're talking now about the Wichita 

children's home!  Joining us today is Beth Thummel... She's the volunteer coordinator at the Wichita 

children's home! 

 

7/18/2014 4:30pm 

It's not just the folks in McPherson who are going to be doing a lot of biking this weekend!  Some Eagle 

Scouts are cycling across America to prove one point: scouting builds character! Two Eagle Scout 

troops..... One from Virginia and another from California..... Are riding their bikes from San Francisco to 

Virginia Beach! That's over three thousand and seven hundred miles....  All in 63 days! The scouts will 

travel an average of 70 miles each day, with their route taking them through Nevada, Utah, and Colorado...  

And right now they're passing through Kansas! This weekend, they'll be traveling from Scott City to Dodge 

City! If you're interested in following the boy's trip, they post updates every day on their website "e-s-c-a-a 

20-14 dot com"! 

 

7/21/2014 4:30pm 

With dozens of art galleries across town and events like "the final Friday art crawl", there's no doubt that 

the arts are a vital part of the Wichita community! And we're celebrating the arts with city arts this 

weekend! It's the city arts extravaganza and joining us today is Angela Cato here to tell us all about the 

festivities! 

 

7/22/2014 4:30pm 

Partners for Wichita and the Kansas Food Bank are working hard to make sure kids have food to eat during 

the last couple weeks of summer break. "Filling the gap lunches for kids" is a program designed to help 

kids who don't have nutritious food to eat. The Kansas department of education considers 24 percent of the 

kids in the Wichita area to be what they call "food insecure"! That's why the community is coming together 

for the "filling the gap" program! The program runs from July 28 to August 8 and more than 9-thousand 

meals will be given for free to kids under 18! They won't just be giving out food though! On some days, 

there will even be free medical screenings!  The screenings include vision, hearing, blood sugar, and blood 

pressure checks! At Wichita state on July 30, athletes will be joining 300 volunteers to serve meals and 

help with the screenings at Cross Point Church! Head to our Facebook page where we'll have a link to help 

you find the closest lunch distribution center! 

 

7/28/2014 4:30pm 

We start today with a special story about a very special local boy. When most people see a shark, they tend 

to go the opposite direction as fast as possible! That wasn't the case for a local teen though! Craig is an 

eighteen year old from Wichita and several years ago he was diagnosed with a brain tumor. Well just in the 

last week make-a-wish foundation granted Craig's wish to dive with sharks! Take a look! This is Craig at 

the Point Defiance Zoo in Tacoma, Washington! There he is as a sandbar shark swims by!  In preparation 

for the trip Craig and his father both became certified scuba divers so they could get up close and personal 

with the sharks without being in a cage! This actually wasn't his first wish! The first thing he wanted to do 



 

 

was to be a zombie on the popular t-v show "The Walking Dead"! Katie, would you ever swim with a 

shark?! What about you, Brett? 

 

7/29/2014 4:30pm 

A haircut, some groceries, and a family portrait may not sound like much to you, but to some people, those 

are things they can't afford! That's why there's an upcoming event whose mission is to help those in need! 

It's the Convoy of Hope and Gail Starnes is here to tell us just what the convoy is and all the different ways 

they can help out! 

 

7/30/2014 4:30pm 

If you drew with chalk on your drive-way when you were a kid like I did, you are in for a real treat!!!!! 

Chalk art has come a long way and if you want to see some amazing examples, you need to head to Old 

Town square on Saturday! From 10 in the morning to 2 in the afternoon is the annual chalk art festival in 

support of Emberhope!  Emberhope is a nonprofit with programs to help at-risk youth and families! There 

will be chalk demonstrations, live music, and activities for kids throughout the day! There should be plenty 

of room downtown for you to pick up some chalk and create a sidewalk masterpiece of your very own! The 

chalk art festival is free and open to the public! To get you ready for this weekends chalk art festival, we 

found some amazing pictures of some impressive chalk art from around the world! Maybe these will 

inspire your creations this weekend! Take a look at the 3-d chalk art! They're two dimensional works of art, 

drawn in a way that it gives you a 3-d optical illusion! You'll only have a few hours at the chalk art festival, 

so it probably won't be as elaborate as the pictures we're showing you, but it'll be great to see what 

Wichitans come up with! 

 

8/1/2014  4:30pm 

Also new this afternoon..... The winners of a statewide photo contest have just been announced! This is the 

third year the Kansas Department of Agriculture held the photo contest which showcases Kansas 

agriculture from different perspectives! This year, the contest received over 350 submissions! The photos 

were narrowed down to the top five in each category by voting on their social media pages! The categories 

included agriculture at work, farm animals, farm faces, picture perfect prairie and the youth division! 

Kansas state board of agriculture members reviewed the finalists and chose the winners. 

And today, we'll look at those first place winners! The first place winner of the agriculture at work category 

is from Kelly McCarty of Ashland, Kansas! This picture is called "Finding the One"! This is the first place 

winner in the farm animals category! It was taken by Josie Alexander of Hoxie, Kansas and it's called 

"Cattle Sunset"! This photo is called "Leader of the Pack" and was taken by Kelsey Fuller of Allen, 

Kansas! She won first place in the farm faces division! Check out the winning photo in the picture perfect 

prairie category! It's called "Morning Rain" and it was taken by Kelly McCarty of Ashland! And last but 

not least, the winner of the youth division! This photo was taken by Kelsie Conrad of Leoti and is called 

"Marcy's Excitement"! Each winner gets a one hundred dollar gift card and runner-ups get a fifty dollar gift 

card! To see the winners and the runner-ups, head over to the Kansas department of agriculture's website, 

"agriculture dot Kansas dot Gov."! 

 

8/4/2014  4:30pm 

Last week we told you about the Convoy of Hope.....  A community outreach event to help those in need! 

This was the convoy's second year in Wichita which took place at the Bethel Life Center! The group had 

about 12 hundred volunteers show up; some even came all the way from Nebraska to lend a helping hand! 

And this afternoon, we have some of the amazing convoy numbers to report on just what was given away. 

How about 9 thousand 9-hundred bags of groceries.....  And 15-hundred pairs of shoes. Also given away at 

the event: 1150 backpacks full of school supplies, 592 haircuts and 7 churches who were able to take 

groceries to use for their own food pantries and outreach programs. A big Monday congratulations to the 

almost 1300 volunteers and everyone involved in the weekend Convoy of Hope at Bethel Life School. 

 

8/6/2014  4:30pm 

Welcome back to the show! If you're looking for something fun to do over the Labor Day holiday...... We 

have a great idea for you! You have a chance to celebrate the African American culture in our community 

with the 46th annual Wichita Black Arts festival! Leading up to the festival that started in our community 



 

 

back in 1968, is a pageant. A teen summit.... Arts in the park.... And a fun walk/run called the Oo-moja 5-k. 

Carl Stovall is here to tell us all about it. 

 

8/8/2014  4:30pm 

Do you know someone that you think is a hero and deserves recognition for it? The American Red Cross is 

looking for nominations for its Wichita Hero’s breakfast....the event honors local people who have gone 

beyond the call of duty...to be eligible.... The nominee has to live, work or performed the heroic act in the 

greater Wichita metropolitan area and fall into one of 9 categories. 

 

8/11/2014 4:30pm 

Welcome back to the show! Books and sports go hand in hand in an upcoming game featuring some local 

and national basketball stars! Add a couple local celebrities and a former globetrotter and you have the 

winning game-plan for a very cool fundraiser for underserved Wichita children. Here to tell us more is 

Justin White. What is “Hoops for Literacy Story Time Village”? 

 

8/13/2014 4:30pm 

Earlier this week we talked about the fact that Judge Riddell’s Boys Ranch out near Lake Afton has been 

closed....  And how Sedgwick County is looking for non-profits... Or other people who might be interested 

in the property! Well yesterday, several groups took a look at the ranch! Representatives from the Union 

Rescue Mission..... Saint Francis community services.... and Preferred Family Healthcare all took a tour of 

the facility! Denny Bender spoke to the Wichita eagle and said the Union Rescue Mission, which serves the 

homeless, would be interested in the ranch as a possible new home for a rehabilitation center! We also 

asked "you" to go to our Facebook page and let us know what you think should happen to the closed boy's 

ranch! Lawrence Dewey says he'd like to see it turned into a spa! Chris Banowetz says he'd like to see it 

become a Boy Scout camp! Dennis Heckerman went to our page and said, "Hopefully a backer will come 

forward to re-open it as a boys ranch"! Even if a backer did come forward, it’s not going to be cheap. Last 

year the county estimated the ranch would need about two point six million dollars in repairs! Do you have 

an idea for the boy's ranch? If so, the county will open proposals at two in the afternoon on September third 

at the purchasing office at the downtown courthouse! If you have an idea for a proposal, head over to "s-s-c 

dot Sedgwick County dot org" for more information! 

 

8/14/2014 4:30pm 

Every year, about 8 million people lose their lives to cancer. Doctors and scientists are still learning new 

ways to fight cancer, and here in Wichita our own Via Christi was just selected to get a grant which will 

help tremendously! Doctor Shaker Dakhil and Keisha Humphries are here to tell us about the grant and 

how it will go to support patients with cancer! 

 

8/18/2014 4:30pm 

Nearly 5 million people across the United States are living with Alzheimer’s..... And every 67 seconds 

someone develops this horrible disease! And the fight against Alzheimer’s continues....  By raising funds 

for research! We're here with Craig Davis to talk about the Walk to Cure Alzheimer’s! 

 

8/19/2014 4:30pm 

Welcome back to the all local Brett and Sierra Show! There's still plenty of time to register for the 

upcoming Prairie Fire Fall Marathon! Joining us this afternoon is Bob Hanson, here to tell us all about the 

upcoming marathon and how it helps out those in need! 

 

8/20/2014 4:30pm 

Good afternoon and welcome to the Brett and Sierra show on this Wednesday afternoon! Thanks for 

joining us on this "wonderful half way mark" to the week.... For the last several weeks, all forms of social 

media have been exploding with videos in support of the A-L-S association! We're sure you've probably 

seen it on Facebook or Twitter! It's the ice bucket challenge! To participate, someone gets nominated for 

the challenge and then either has to dump a bucket of ice water on their head or donate to the A-L-S 

foundation... Or do both! And just before you do it you have to challenge three other people to do it too. So 

many people have already participated in the challenge! Everyone from big celebrities like Oprah and 

Justin Timberlake to people and groups right here in Wichita! Over the last few days, both Brett and I have 



 

 

received several nominations from different people including Todd Tiahrt, Travis Hinnen and Spike and 

Daniel! So yesterday after the show, we took the challenge ourselves! We were joined by Scott Davies 

whose life and family has been personally affected by A-L-S! Take a look at us taking part in the ice bucket 

challenge! 

 

8/21/2014 4:30pm 

On August nineteenth 19-88, there was another proclamation made! President Ronald Reagan declared 

today....  August twenty-first....  National Senior Citizen's Day! Today you should try to spend some time 

with a senior citizen and show your appreciation for them! You can even do volunteer work! While some 

people may be doing some volunteer work "for" the elderly, one elderly woman is doing some volunteer 

work of her own...  At the age of 99! Every day, Lillian Weber makes a dress from scratch for a child in 

need! Over the last several years, she's made more than 840 dresses for Little Dresses for Africa, a 

nonprofit that gets dresses to young girls in Africa! Weber says her goal is to hit the one thousand dress 

mark soon! She starts every morning working on a new dress, then takes a midday break, and finishes the 

dress in the afternoon! Each dress is unique too! She makes sure to personalize them all so there's not one 

dress that's the same! So far, Little Dresses for Africa has collected more than two and a half million 

dresses and has distributed them to 47 countries in Africa! The dresses have also gone to countries like 

Haiti, Honduras, Thailand, and Mexico! Lillian Weber celebrates her one hundredth birthday next May....  

And says she has no intention of slowing down! She says even when she reaches her one thousandth dress, 

she won't stop there! 

 

8/25/2014 4:30pm 

Welcome back to the show! When most people think of heroes, they tend to think of heroes like Superman, 

Batman, or Wonder Woman, but we can find real heroes right here in our community! Joining us today is 

Marena Asarsson with the American Red Cross to tell us how we can help recognize our local heroes at the 

upcoming 5th annual Wichita Hero's Breakfast. 

 

8/26/2014 4:30pm 

Welcome back to the show...many of us know when you become a parent there is no instruction book to 

help you through the first few years on being a dad or mom.  And especially when your child has 

disabilities or special health care needs. But thankfully we have an agency that does all that and more.  

Joining us today is Connie Zenkevitch from Families Together Inc.  What is your agency all about? 

 

8/27/2014 4:30pm 

Welcome back to the show. Youthville is an organization which helps kids all across the state that are at 

risk and in need of help and there's a way you can help out Youthville all while having a good time! 

Jennifer White with I.C.T S.O.S and Heather Weaver with Youthville are here to tell us about the 

upcoming race for freedom! Let's first talk about ICT SOS awareness and support the fight against human 

trafficking. 

 

8/28/2014 4:30pm 

Nearly one in ten people have been diagnosed... but only about 20 percent of those diagnosed with it are 

getting the help they need! Nicole Fenoglio is here with Via Christi to talk to us about depression and how 

you can help someone who's suffering from the disease! And of course how the terrific staff at Via Christi 

can help. 

 

8/29/2014 4:30pm 

With school back in session, a lot of kids are thinking about their future and what they want to be when 

they grow up! And as a parent, you want to make sure your kids have access to the right tools to help make 

their dreams come true and coming up tomorrow is a great chance for kids to get a glimpse of some 

careers! Tomorrow, the learning quest mobile tour Volkswagen will be coming to Wichita! Kids will get to 

dress up in their preferred job outfit and jump into the photo booth that the parents can keep as a fun 

keepsake! The learning quest tour isn't just a fun chance for kids to learn about certain careers, but it's a 

good time for parents to learn the importance of saving for higher education! With college tuition 

constantly rising, it's important to start saving for college and there will be learning quest ambassadors to 

talk about how to start saving! First they'll be at the Old Town Farmer's Market from ten to eleven thirty! 



 

 

Then the learning quest tour will be at the Sedgwick county zoo from noon to one in the afternoon! And 

then from one thirty to two thirty they'll be at All-Star Sports and finally end at the Warren Theatre from 

three to four! 

 

9/4/2014  4:30pm 

Also trending locally this afternoon.....  We've got a great story involving a Wichita police officer! As many 

of you know....  My dad was an officer in Seattle for 20 plus years and we wanted to share an example of a 

great local cop! This photo was posted on the Wichita Police Department’s Facebook page by a citizen who 

wanted to share their story. With the photo was a message that said, "Today a very dear friend of mine was 

laid to rest... On the way to the cemetery I saw this officer... I want to thank you for his kind respect to the 

deceased's family and friends... I wish I knew his name to thank him personally!" We don't know the name 

of the officer, but we do want to thank him for being a good example for the community! 

 

9/8/2014  4:30pm 

Welcome back to the show! Kansas is a state full of rich history and there's a great place where anyone can 

learn about the Salina area and have a lot of fun doing it! Shane and I got to experience the Smoky Hill 

Museum with a little scavenger hunt and we learned there's more to the museum than meets the eye! 

 

9/10/2014 4:30pm 

Also trending locally… a Wichita teacher is recognized for his outstanding work! Voya Financial has 

chosen Shane Koranda..... A teacher at Christa McAuliffe academy middle school.....  A winner of their 

unsung hero award! The grant is awarded to teachers nationwide for their innovative teaching methods, 

creative projects and the ability to be a positive influence in their lives! Mr. Koranda was one of a hundred 

winners selected from a group of one thousand participants! The unsung hero award gets Koranda a two 

thousand dollar grant to bring his creative idea to life, which is the ultimate stem class! Stem stands for 

science, technology, engineering and mathematics! Through stem classes, students have the opportunity to 

participate in state competitions and qualify for national competitions! As a winner, he'll be able to compete 

for one of the top three prizes which include five thousand dollars, ten thousand dollars, and finally, twenty 

five thousand dollars! 

 

9/12/2014 4:30pm 

With the ice bucket challenge, people have been talking about A-L-S more than they have in quite some 

time! And now there's a local event where you can join the fight without ever having to get wet! It's the 

walk to defeat A-L-S and joining us to tell us more is Lauren Walsh! 

 

9/15/2014 4:30pm 

Our hats are off to this next girl....she's got a very uplifting story about how she's giving back to the 

community! Leah Kuwahara is just seven years old, but already helping out those in need right here in the 

Wichita area! Her parents Mark and Sarah are both strong supporters of community service and their 

dedication inspired Leah to help out through a new program that supports homeless children! According to 

the USD 259 last year Wichita schools had just under 1800 homeless students enrolled. And young Leah is 

partnering with local emergency shelters to create "Project Night-night" welcome bags! The canvas bags 

have a new blanket, an age-appropriate book, and a stuffed animal and now she's looking for donations of 

books, blankets and more!  Project night-night which is based out of California donates 25 thousand bags a 

year. Well Leah is hoping to help make a difference! She recently won the heartland Cinderella pageant in 

Junction City and hopes to spread the message of project night-night with her title! 

 

9/16/2014 4:30pm 

Switching gears to a local organization that’s competing in a national contest! The Kansas Food Bank is 

looking to win big in the Wal-Mart fight hunger spark change challenge! Now through October fifth, if you 

log on to Facebook, you can vote for the Kansas Food Bank. If it wins it will receive 60 thousand dollars! 

There are 126 food banks competing and the top fifty with the most votes will each be awarded the 60 

thousand dollars. You can vote once a day at "Wal-Mart dot com slash fight hunger"! If the Kansas Food 

Bank ranks in the top fifty, they won't be the only organization winning big! New this year in the fight 

hunger challenge, the food banks had to choose a partner to receive a 15 thousand dollar gift! The Kansas 



 

 

food bank chose the lord's diner to be their partner! Voting ends on October fifth, so vote today, tomorrow 

and every day until the fifth! 

 

9/17/2014 4:30pm 

Going back to college is something a lot of people are doing to better their lives, but sometimes it can be 

overwhelming, especially if you already have a job, but that's why there's help! Clanita Jiggets with Wright 

Career College is an academic coordinator and she says her job is to help you with those concerns! Thanks 

for joining us Clanita! 

 

9/18/2014 4:30pm 

Whether you're a professional athlete..... Or on the high school football team....  T's important to make sure 

you take the measures necessary to prevent any injuries! Doctor Brennen Lucas with Via Christi Sports 

Medicine is here to tell us what they can do for the athlete in your family! 

 

9/19/2014 4:30pm 

Books don't just help you learn in school....  They're windows to other worlds! They can help expand your 

imagination....  And take you places you've never been before...  But, sadly, it’s something a lot of us take 

for granted...because not everyone is able to experience the magic of books! September is national literacy 

month and the Story time Village is working to improve the literacy gap in the community with a couple of 

very informative events and joining us today to talk more about it is Prisca Barnes!   

 

9/22/2014 4:30pm 

Welcome back to the Brett and Sierra show! As many as 1 in 10 people have dyslexia and for children, 

having that disorder can make life and especially school difficult! Today Jeanine Phillips with the 

fundamental learning center joins us to talk about an upcoming conference to raise awareness about 

dyslexia! 

 

9/23/2014 4:30pm 

It is race for a cure week here in Wichita, and this Saturday’s race reaches a significant milestone. It's the 

25th anniversary for the "Wichita" race for the cure! Brett and I look forward to seeing everyone bright and 

early Saturday morning....  And we want to remind you about Saturday morning’s big agenda! Registration 

kicks off early at 6:45 in the morning and right after that at seven is the survivor breakfast! Breast cancer 

survivors and one guest are invited to stop by! For the little ones, there's a "kids for the cure race" at seven 

in the morning! Kids ages twelve and under can walk or run with their parents! There are two big 

competitive races that morning! At 7:45 the 10-k starts and then at 8:15, the 5-k begins! Prizes are awarded 

to the top three place survivors and male and female participants! If you're not up to run in the full 5-k.....  

You can join the family fun walk! It's a leisurely walk the whole family can enjoy while still making an 

impact in the fight against breast cancer! Then at 10:30 the event winds down the awards ceremony and 

survivor celebration! What do you do if you're not a morning person? Or maybe you have to work that 

morning? Don't worry, you can still participate! Its sleep in for the cure! No matter where you are on race 

day, you can still support the Susan G. Komen foundation! If you register, you'll even get a t-shirt! For 

more information on race for the cure, head over to "Komen Kansas dot org"! We hope to see you on race 

day! 

 

9/24/2014 4:30pm 

Welcome back to the all local Brett and Sierra show! Wichita is full of homes with a long history and lots 

of character and soon you'll have the chance to check these beautiful homes out in person! It's the historic 

midtown citizen's association walking tour..... And here to tell us all about it and to show us some of the 

homes is Karin Linenberger! 

 

9/25/2014 4:30pm 

We've got a very happy local story for you this afternoon! This is the day another habitat house was 

dedicated...  And who built this in the air capitol?  Aircraft workers.... 500 of them from Textron! The 

home is for the Ester family. The dedication ceremony took place this morning! It's the second home in 

habitat for humanity's rock the block which focuses on building new homes and refurbishing others! They 

hope "rock the block" changes... We then roll over to other blocks until the entire area has been redone! 



 

 

Two more families will become homeowners on the same streets as the esters by the end of the year 

through Habitat for Humanity. 

 

9/29/2014 4:30pm 

Welcome back to the all local Brett and Sierra show! A many as 400 babies are born with a bleeding 

disorder called hemophilia every year. In fact one in every 5-thousand males born are affected by this 

disease. Here to tell us more about it is Aimee Tempera with the Midwest Hemophilia Association! First of 

all, for people who don't know what it is... Tell us about hemophilia... 

 

9/30/2014 4:30pm 

What also has been in the category of glamorous shopping every October here in the Wichita area is about 

to kick off down at Century II.  And that's the junior league of Wichita’s holiday galleria! I think i get all of 

my Christmas shopping done in one day here!!! Cynthia Schumacher and Paige Gade are here to tell us 

more about this great event and how it helps the community! 



 

 

 
Tours 

 

KWCH offers tours to groups interested in learning how a television station operates.  

Tours are tailored to the individual needs of the group, which usually consists of school-

age children.  It focuses on the history of the broadcasting facility and explains the types 

of jobs offered in each department.  Tours are conducted by the Promotions Department 

and questions are welcome throughout. 

 

DATE   TIME  NUMBER TYPE______________ 
July 2014 

7/2   11 a.m.  20  church group 

7/7   4 p.m.  20  HS Media Class 

7/31   12 p.m. 10  Girl Scouts 

 

August 2014 

8/6   10 a.m.  20  Stafford Schools 

8/7   10 a.m.  20  Tutor Time 

8/7   4:30 p.m. 7  Caring Place 

 

September 2014 

none 



 

 

 

Community Calendar: 

Sunflower Broadcasting provides a beneficial service for our community by 

providing an online Community Calendar to our viewing public. The 

Community Calendar is available for local groups and individuals to 

promote their events free of charge. It can be accessed through three of our 

websites: kwch.com, fetchtoto.com and kansascw.com. We’ve designed our 

calendar to be used by the public and monitored by our staff. Each month we 

list hundreds of events that happen throughout our viewing area that services 

nearly the entire state of Kansas. Some of these events include, but are not 

limited to, non-profit events, fine arts events, civic club meetings, city hall 

meetings, family celebrations, church functions, movie screenings and local 

music performances.  

 



 

 

KSCW airs public service announcements that address community issues free of charge for 

various nonprofit organizations.   

 

 

PSA Title Length # of Runs 

911 College Access :60 40 

912 College Access :30 35 

913 KS Humane Soc Spay/ Neu :30 54 

914 Pet Adoption :30 57 

915 Pet Adoption :30 54 

916 Special Olympics :60 76 

917 Special Olympics :30 41 

918 AHA Real Women :30 48 

919 Dog Doogity/ Bag It UP :30 93 

920 NAB We are Broadcasters :60 67 

921 NAB We are Broadcasters :30 63 

922 Autism Awareness :60 72 

923 Autism Awareness :30 46 

924 Project Road Block :30 47 

925 Project Road Block :10 55 

926 Project Road Block :15 48 

927 Project Road Block :30 41 

928 Project Road Block :10 56 

929 Project Road Block :30 60 

933 NAB with KWCH :30 77 

937 Safe Firearm Storage “The List” :30 41 

938 Wildfire Prevention “Smokey’s 70
th
 Bday” :30 46 

939 Unplanned Pregnancy :30 38 

940 ADA/Diabetes “A Toast” :60 28 

942 NIH/Childhood Obesity “We Can” :60 1 

948 Adoption “Cookies” :30 74 

949 Nature Conservatory “Life” :60 26 

950 Making Home Affordable :60 56 

951 NAB “Ok2Talk” :60 58 

952 Recycling “Journey” :60 61 

953 Energy Effciency “Next 30 Seconds” :30 24 

955 Friends of the Libraries :30 33 

956 Discover Nature “Frog” :60 25 

957 Child Passenger Safety “Flashback” :60 40 

958 Boys Town :60 38 

959 Vet Affairs “These Hands” :60 23 

960 March of Dimes “Premies” :60 48 

962 Red Cross “1
st
 Time Giving” :30 49 

963 Kansas American Legion :30 26 



 

 

964 Feeding America “Matt & Steve” :30 20 

965 Down Syndrom “My Great Story” :60 23 

977 The ARC “Hages” :60 33 

980 Pet Adoption “Cell Phone” :30 31 

982 Elder Care “Long Term” :30 28 

983 Elder Care “Reverse Mortgages”  :60 29 

988 US Forest Service “Redwood” :30 21 

997 Oral Health “Brushy Brush” :30 32 

 

 
 



 

 

NON-BROADCASTING ENHANCEMENT 

 

Joan Barrett, President & General Manager 

Kansas State University Miller School Journalism Advisory Board  

Carole Kneeland Project – Trainer and Board of Directors 

Kansas Food Bank Board of Directors 

Goodwill Industries, Board of Directors, Vice Chair 

Wichita Collegiate Booster Club Volunteer 

Wichita Chamber of Commerce - Board of Directors 

Rose Hill High School Tech Advisory committee - member 

Kansas Plains Advisory Board for the BBB 

Wichita State University, Elliott School Advisory Board 

Downtown Wichita Rotary, Member 

Advance Kansas, Butler County Community College, Participant 2014 

 

Laverne E. Goering, Director of Programming & Operations 

Newton Rotary Club Member 

Newton Chamber of Commerce Member 

Harvey County Farm Bureau Member 

American Quarter Horse Association Member 

 

Mark Larson, Meteorologist 

Member AMS local chapter 

Risen Savior Lutheran Church Praise Team member 

Risen Savior Lutheran Church Confirmation Guide 

Risen Savior Lutheran Church Senior High Youth Sunday School teacher 

Volunteer food server Falcon Fellowship, Christ Lutheran Church 

Volunteer carpool driver for the blind/visually impaired 

Wichita Heights High School Booster Club concessions stand volunteer server/worker  

 

Merril Teller, Chief Meteorologist 

Kansas Children’s Miracle Network, Advisory Committee 

AYSO Volunteer Referee 

Member AMS/NWA local chapter 

Member Us Too Prostate Cancer Awareness Group 
 

Jeff Gibson, Engineer 

C.E.R.T. 

R.A.C.E.S. Emergency Operations Management volunteer 

 

Melissa Lock, Human Resource Manager 

Bridgeport Missionary Baptist Church, Sunday School Teacher 

SHRM National Member 

Wichita SHRM Member 

World at Work Member 

Circle Youth Recreation Sports Volunteer 

 

Amy J. Wintz, Account Executive 

HCC communications strategic planning board member 

Morgan PTO 

Morgan Head room mother 

Big Brothers and Sisters Reno county volunteer 

HCC Leadership Program Mentor Board Member 

Delta Zeta Alumni Chapter President 



 

 

 
Jason Massingil, Photographer 
Young Life Youth Ministry 

 

Casey Lowmiller, Photographer 
American Red Cross Member 

 
Kerri Baker, Account Executive 

Boot Hill Museum - Board of Directors 

Boot Hill Museum Association Member 

Minneola United Methodist Church, Administrative Chair  

Minneola United Methodist Church volunteer 

Kansas Ford County Clark County Farm Bureau Member 

Ford County 4-H Foundation Member 

Wildcat 100 Executive Committee 

 

Joseph E. Miller, Controller 

Botanica, The Wichita Gardens, Trustee Emeriti & Development Committee Member 

Wichita Arts Council, Trustee and Chair, Marketing Committee 

Wichita Kennel Club, Member 

Orpheum Performing Arts Center, Member 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton church, Usher 

Wichita Art Museum, Member 

City of Wichita Cultural Funding Committee, Vice Chairman 

 

James M. Luce, Research Director 

Mental Health Association Compeer Advisory Board 

Outreach and Missions Ministry Team Leader, River Valley Community Church 

Operation Noah Rescue, Team Leader 

 

Dominic Gauna, Production Manger 

USD 259’s Digital Production Advisory Committee 

Kansas Hispanic Education and Development Foundation, Board of Directors 

Wichita Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, Board Member 

American Red Cross, Board Member 

 

John Salem, Account Executive 

Ballet Wichita – Board of Directors (ex oficio) 

Higher Ground (Tiyospay, Inc.) – Board of Directors (ex oficio) 

SER – Board of Directors 

Tallgrass Film Festival – Programmer/Screener 

Fraternal Order of  Oddfellows – Lodge Member 

Miracles, Inc., Wichita – Volunteer/Santa Claus 

Wichita Jazz Festival – Member/Supporter 

Friends University Jazz Festival – Volunteer/Supporter 

 

Marcus Wilkerson, Local Sales Manager 
Wichita Center for Arts, Member 

Positive Directions, Volunteer 

Run Wichita, Member 

GoRun Racing Team, Member 

Midwest Double Reed Society 

Friends Community Orchestra, Member 

 



 

 

Eddie Gilmer 

Big Brothers Big Sisters - Bowl for Kids Sake Participant 

 

Shelby Rawlings 

Executive Leadership Committee Member – American Heart Association’s Go Red for Women 

 

Stephanie Huff, Promotion Manager 

Friends of the Wichita Public Library, Board Member 

 

Shawn Hilferty, Director of Marketing and Digital Media 

Wichita State University Marketing Advisory Board 

 

Ross Janssen, Meteorologist 

National AMS Broadcast Board Chairman 

AMS/NWA Wichita Chapter Treasurer 

HOA President 

Volunteer at Kechi United Methodist Church 

 

Rodney Price, Meteorologist 

Member AMS/NWA local chapter 

Parish Unity Pillar - Saint Thomas Aquinas Church  

Volunteer - Saint Thomas Aquinas School; Meals on Wheels; Gift bearers 

 

Lindsay Morgan, Sales Assistant 

St Catherine of Siena – church volunteer 

St Catherine of Siena – PTO & school volunteer 

Bishop Carroll Kids Club Wrestling - volunteer 

 

Robert Marin, Executive Producer 

Volunteer organist – Meridian Ave. Baptist Church, Wichita, KS 

Volunteer pianist – Lakepoint Nursing Home, Wichita, KS 

 

Jillian Blackburn, Max Relevance Project Manager 

Kansas K-9 ResQ, volunteer 

 

Sean Robinson 
Church of the Blessed Sacrament, Altar Server instructor, choir member 

Knights of Columbus, Pope John Paul the Great Council, Trustee and Past Grand Knight 

Sigma Alpha Epsilon Fraternity, Alumni Association member and volunteer 

 

Katie Hatfield 

HopeNet, member of Demi Do Cents  

 

Bailey Jacobs 

Central Community Church, Praise and Worship Team 



 

 

Public Engagements 

Sunflower Broadcasting, Inc. serves the community by attending various special events where our 

employees emcee, educate, entertain and motivate throughout the year.  Our employees have made special 

appearances to the following organizations. 

 

DATE ORGANIZATION   EVENT    ATTENDANCE  EMPLOYEE  

July 2014 

2 WSU  WSU Meeting 5 Joan Barrett  

7  Rotary  Rotary Meeting 300 Joan Barrett  

17 American Heart Association Go Red for Women 

auction emcee 

500 Katie Hatfield 

17 Goodwill  Board Meeting 20 Joan Barrett  

21 Rotary Rotary Meeting 300 Joan Barrett  

24 City of Hutchinson Roger Cornish Day 100 Roger Cornish 

24 Wichita Chamber Meeting  25 Joan Barrett  

26 Dodge City Ambucs Dodge City Parade 7000 Nicholas Good, Janeth Vazquez 

28 Rotary Rotary Meeting  300 Joan Barrett  

31  40 Under 40 w/ Marcus 

Wilkerson 

 40 Under 40 w/ Marcus 

Wilkerson 

200 Joan Barrett  

 If you need more lines, place the curser in the last line last column and hit tab.  

  

DATE ORGANIZATION   EVENT    ATTENDANCE  EMPLOYEE  

August 2014 

1          Goodwill  Blue Jean Bingo    100 Joan Barrett  

4          Rotary     Rotary      300 Joan Barrett  

11        Rotary Rotary       300 Joan Barrett  

12        Goodwill  Executive  20 Joan Barrett  

13        Kansas Food Bank  Board Meeting             25 Joan Barrett  

15 MDA Golf tournament emcee 200 Katie Hatfield 

15        WSU  President Bardo 

presentation on Innovation 

University      

25 Joan Barrett  

18        Rotary    Rotary    300 Joan Barrett  

21        BBB  Luncheon     200 Joan Barrett & Roger Cornish 

 If you need more lines, place the curser in the last line last column and hit tab.  

 

DATE ORGANIZATION   EVENT    ATTENDANCE  EMPLOYEE  

September 2014 

5 KWCH   KS State Fair  1000+ Joan Barrett  

8 Rotary  Rotary  300 Joan Barrett  

8 President’s Council  President’s Council  30 Joan Barrett  

9 KWCH KS State Fair 1000s Rodney Price 

10 KWCH KS State Fair 1000s Laverne E Goering 

11 KWCH KS State Fair 1000s Dean Jones 

11 KWCH KS State Fair 1000s Rodney Price 

5 + 12 KWCH KS State Fair Lots Mark Larson 

18 Gammon Elem. USD 259 2nd grade wx talk 90 Mark Larson 

21 Maize Education Foundation Golf Tourn.-Guest Celeb 100 Dean Jones 

27 Susan B Coleman  Race for the cure  1000+ Joan Barrett  

28 HopeNet HopeArt emcee 500 Katie Hatfield 

29 Rotary  Rotary  300 Joan Barrett  

30 KOCH  Luncheon 200 Joan Barrett  

 If you need more lines, place the curser in the last line last column and hit tab.  

 


