
 

WBFS-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST 

July 1, 2019 through September 30, 2019 

Attached are listings of broadcasts or broadcast segments that, in the Station’s judgment, 

reflect the most significant programming treatment of ascertained issues during the preceding 

three-month period. The Station also produced and broadcast public service announcements 

promoting local community events and campaigns.  

FACING SOUTH FLORIDA - A half-hour weekly public affairs program featuring local experts and 

public officials engaged in a discussion of current issues affecting the South Florida community. 

Broadcast dates and times as indicated in the report.  

FOCUS ON SOUTH FLORIDA - A monthly half-hour public affairs broadcast featuring panel 

discussions and interviews with community leaders, focusing on important issues of local 

concern. Broadcast dates and times as indicated in the report  

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS:  WBFS MyTV33 is airing and sponsoring PSAs.  PSAs in 

rotation include various organizations such as Recycle Across America, American Academy of 

Physicians, Sheridan House, Girl Scouts, Prevent Blindness, Lauren’s Kids and Neighbors 4 

Neighbors.  



EDUCATION: Topics in the category include: Students writing letters to migrant children, 

replacing the Miami Dade College President, and music education. 

FACING SOUTH FLORIDA:  

Date: 7/21/19 2PM 
Description: CBS4 produced a short film about an effort by Miami-Dade students to write 

letters to the children who have been separated from their families and being held at the 

Homestead Detention Center. 

Date: 7/28/19 2PM 
Guest: MDC Board of Trustees member Marcell Felipe and Union Attorney Mark Richards 

Description: Jim Defede is joined in the studio by MDC Board of Trustees member Marcell 

Felipe and Union Attorney Mark Richards about the developments in the national search to find 

a successor for retiring MDC President Eduardo Padron. Wednesday, instead of the expected 

announcement of his replacement, the Board announced it was scrapping all the candidates 

and starting over. Jim and his guests discuss allegations that the selection process is being 

rigged to favor political insiders. 

 

FOCUS ON SOUTH FLORIDA: 

Date: 8/25/19 10AM 
Guest: Sandy Dorsanvil, Organizer/Founder, Rara Institute of Music and Benjamin Martineau, 

coordinator, Rara Institute of Music 

Description: Studies show children perform better in school, have higher graduation rates, and 

a better chance of getting into college, when exposed to music education. But, according to the 

Department of Education, 1.3 million children have no access to music education in this 

country. A year-round, unique, music-based program is working to change that. Rara is a form 

of festival music that originated in Africa, but evolved into its current form in Haiti, and now, 

students here in South Florida have the chance to be taught by the masters of the genre. 

 

 

POLITICS: Topics in this category include: migrant policies, transportation issues, San Juan’s 

political crisis, and gun control.  

FACING SOUTH FLORIDA:  

Date: 7/21/19 2PM 
Guest: Rep. Donna Shalala 

Description: Jim Defede and the Congresswoman discuss the detention crisis for children, 

specifically at the Homestead Detention center, plus a variety of topics updating what is going 

on in Washington. 



 

Date: 7/28/19 2PM 
Guest: Daniella Levine Cava 

Description: The Miami-Dade commissioner joins Jim Defede in the studio to discuss her 

running to be the next mayor of Miami-Dade County. She talks about her ideas to solve hour 

never-ending transportation issues, as well as other issues lose to her heart. 

Date: 7/28/19 2PM 
Guest: CBS News correspondent David Begnaud 

Description: Jim Defede goes one-on-one for an extensive interview with CBS News 

correspondent David Begnaud from old San Juan about the historic week he witnessed and 

reported. 

Date: 8/18/19 2PM 
Guest: Congressman Ted Deutch 

Description: The Democratic congressman who represents portions of Broward and Palm Beach 

County joins Jim to talk about  various topics including gun control in the aftermath of the mass 

shootings in El Paso and Dayton, immigration, the impeachment inquiry and the 2020 

presidential race. 

Date: 8/25/19 2PM 
Guest: Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL) 

Description: Since Parkland, Senator Rubio has sponsored a national law creating red flag laws 

that could take guns away from violent people before they can act. But his fellow Republicans 

have been unwilling to support it.  Jim Defede starts by asking the Senator if the shootings in 

Ohio and Texas will change that.  Senator Rubio also weighs in on the Trump Administration’s 

proposal to crackdown on legal immigration.  The conversation continues on the issue of 

immigration, and the recent ICE raids of chicken processing plants in Mississippi.    

Senator Rubio addresses the Administration’s response to the crisis in Venezuela, and the rise 

of white nationalism. 

 
Date: 9/08/19 2PM 
Guest: Debbie Mucarsel-Powell 

Description: Jim Defede sits down with the freshman congresswoman ahead of the return to 

Capitol Hill following the summer break. The two discuss a variety of topics including gun 

control following the recent spate of mass shootings. 

Date: 9/15/19 2PM 
Guest: Xavier Suarez 

Description: Jim Defede goes one-on-one with the former city of Miami mayor who is now a 

county commissioner, who recently announced he is running to be the mayor of Miami-Dade 

County. 



 
 
Date: 9/22/19 2PM 
Guest: Nikki Fried  

Description: Jim Defede goes one-on-one with the Florida Commissioner of the Department of 

Agriculture and Consumer Services on a variety of topics including proposals to place a legalize 

marijuana question on the 2020 ballot in Florida. 

Date: 9/22/19 2PM 
Guest: Marc Caputo 

Description: Jim Defede takes an in-depth look at next year’s presidential race with his guest, 

Marc Caputo, a reporter with Politico Florida. 

 

FAMILY/YOUTH: Topics in this category include: A holocaust survivor fighting for descendants 

rights, a local artist focusing on women’s rights and supporting the Miami Diaper Bank. 

FACING SOUTH FLORIDA:  

Date: 8/4/19 2PM 
Guest: Kristie-Anne Padron – Attorney, Catholic Legal Services 
Description:  For months we have been reporting on the homestead detention center, where 

thousands of children have been held.  The target of daily protests, amnesty international 

recently claimed homestead violated international norms for how child refugees should be 

treated.   This week, for the first time, hear from a teenage girl who spent 82 days there. 

Kristie-Anne Padron offers context and legal analysis about the hurdles unaccompanied migrant 

minors face.  Jim Defede speaks with an employee inside homestead who offers unique insights 

into how the children are being treated. 

 

Date: 9/29/19 2PM 
Guest: David Mermelstein/ Holocaust survivor 
Description: Lauren sits down with the holocaust survivor and Miami resident who is recently 

back from Washington, DC, where he pushed for legislation to allow Holocaust survivors and 

their descendants to have the right to fight in U.S. courts to recover monies owed them by the 

Nazis. 

FOCUS ON SOUTH FLORIDA:  

Date: 8/25/19 10AM 
Guest: Lori Pratico, Artist/Creator, “Girl Noticed” 

Description: A local artist is on a mission to travel to all 50 states, and create murals. The 

nationwide project designed to get people to notice girls and women of all ages. But these 

murals are unique. They are drawn in charcoal, and will disappear shortly after they are 



created. Because they fade away, it adds a sense of urgency to "notice" the girl, and what she 

values in herself. 

 

Date: 8/25/19 10AM 
Guest: Jonah Schaechter, Founder, Miami Diaper Bank. 

Gabriela Rojas, Exec. Dir., Miami Diaper Bank 

Description: The average child will use more than 17-hundred diapers in the first year of life. At 

about 20 cents per disposable diaper, the cost of keeping a baby dry, can become a breaking 

point for struggling families, and it's an expense not covered by food stamps. That's where the 

Miami Diaper Bank comes in. The idea for it came from a South Florida boy who heard on NPR 

about a national diaper bank and was so intrigued by it that he created a local version as the 

focus of his community service project for his Bar Mitzvah. The Miami Foundation has 

recognized the Diaper Banbk’s incredible work, and helped secure funding from the Jorge M. 

Perez Family Foundation.  

 

Date: 9/29/19 10AM 
Guest: Lourdes Sanchez/Founding board Member & now Secretary of Casa Familia 

                 Deborah Lawrence/Senior IDD Housing Consultant 

Description: According to the state of the states, in Florida, 74 percent of people living with 

intellectual and developmental disabilities—or I-D-D, live with a family caregiver. A third of 

those, live with a caregiver over the age of 60. As this group of caregivers continues to age, 

many of their adult children with IDD, are at risk of homelessness. But soon, South Florida will 

have the first affordable housing community for people living with IDD. The Village of Casa 

Familia will be tailored to their unique needs, to live fulfilled lives. 

 

 

HEALTH: Topics in this category include: the teen vaping crisis and healthcare for the aging.  

ALEX’S LEMONADE STAND:  

Date: 9/1/19 2PM 
Description: This special tells the story of a young victim of cancer and highlights a few of the 

Alex’s Lemonade Heroes who are benefiting from her legacy and the progress the charity has 

helped make in the fight against childhood cancer 

 

FACING SOUTH FLORIDA:  

Date: 9/29/19 2PM 
Guest: Alberto Carvalho / Superintendent, Miami-Dade Schools 
Description: We look at the intensifying deadly vaping crisis and take a closer look with how 
local schools are trying to curb the vaping trend among young people. 



 
FOCUS ON SOUTH FLORIDA:  
Date: 9/29/19 10AM 
Guest: David Jobin/Pres. & CEO, Our Fund Foundation & Peter Kaldes/Pres. & CEO, South 

Florida Institute on Aging 

Description: Aging presents challenges for everyone, but the LGBT community is particularly 

vulnerable. Socially isolated LGBT elders, often need to rely more on aging providers and non-

profit organizations,  but discrimination is still a factor that discourages them from seeking care 

at mainstream providers. Now, there is a program that will offer a variety of services for that 

community in Broward County.   It is called the "Our Fund Foundation”.     

 

 

SAFETY: Topics in this category include: gun rights, Jeffrey Epstein case, Bahamas hurricane 

relief; and mental health for migrant children. 

FACING SOUTH FLORIDA:  

Date: 8/11/19 2PM 
Guest: State Senator Lauren Book 

Description: Senator Book joins Jim Defede to discuss the call for an FDLE investigation into 

how Palm Beach Sheriff handled the Jeffrey Epstein case back in 2008, the mass shootings in 

Texas and Ohio and whether gun laws can be changed.  

Date: 8/11/19 2PM 
Guest: Melissa Tavares and Tomas Kennedy from the Florida Immigrant Coalition 

Description: Jim Defede and his guests discuss fears in South Florida’s Hispanic community 
following the El Paso shooting and ICE raids in Mississippi.  
 
Date: 9/08/19 2PM 
Guest: State Rep. Shevrin Jones/(D) 101st District 

Description: Jim Defede talks about the road ahead for the Bahamas following it getting 

slammed by Category 5 Hurricane Dorian. State Representative Shevrin Jones, who represents a 

portion of Broward County, is a Bahamian. He has already visited the Bahamas since the storm. 

He and Jim discuss what he saw and what he says needs to be done to help the Bahamas 

recover. 

Date: 9/15/19 2PM 
Guest: Jennifer Anzardo Valdes 

Description: The Inspector General for the Federal Department of Health & Human Services 

recently issued a troubling report on how migrant detention centers like Homestead failed to 

address the mental health need of the children in their custody. The report identified problems 

in finding qualified mental health counselors to treat these kids and even when counselors 

were available they struggled with high caseloads. Jim’s guest is the program director for the 



Children’s Law Program at A-I Justice. The program represents unaccompanied migrant 

children. 

Date: 9/29/19 2PM 
Guest: Mike Zimmer/ Photojournalist 

Description: Mike Zimmer is on a mission to help our neighbors ravaged by Dorian, Zimmer 

recently returned from the Bahamas, where one month after the devastating hurricane, he 

shares what he saw, what survivors are saying and how we can all continue to help in the 

much-needed relief effort. 

 

FOCUS ON SOUTH FLORIDA 

Date: 7/28/19 10AM 
Guest: Fiona Johansson 

Description: Rudabeh Shahbazi sits down with author/psychologist and hypnotist Fiona 

Johansson. Johansson, who has been the focus of magazine articles and television interviews, is 

well-known for her work with law enforcement to help find missing people. Johansson, also 

known as ‘The Persian Medium” shares her intriguing story for Focus. 

 

ENVIRONMENT: Topics in the category include: a local Mermaid exhibit focused on protecting 

artificial reefs and local treasure, Stiltsville. 

 

FOCUS ON SOUTH FLORIDA 

Date: 7/28/19 10AM 
Guests: Evan Snow/1000 Mermaids Exec. Director & Project Director 

              Sierra Rasberry/Artist & Co-Founder of the 1000 Mermaids Artificial Reef Project 

Description: There's a unique South Florida based art project underway, and fittingly, it comes 

in the form of mermaids, which symbolize our relationship with water. Local artists are casting 

the life-sized mythical creatures out of real people, and they come with a purpose. 

Once the mermaids are complete, project participants plan to sink them, creating an 

underwater art installation for divers and an artificial reef, so badly needed by sea-life. While at 

the same time spreading a very important message. 

 

Date: 7/28/19 10AM 
Guests: Dr. Paul George  

Description: Stiltsville has been around since the 1930s. Most of us have heard of it, but few 

still living have seen it up close. We take a cruise with historian Dr. Paul George to the cluster of 



homes on “stilts” in Biscayne Bay for a fascinating look back to find out how Stiltsville started, 

how it is slowly disappearing and what lies ahead for this uniquely South Florida landmark. 

 
 

HURRICANE 2019- BE PREPARED:  

Date: 7/7/19 2PM 
Description: CBS4 Meteorologist, Craig Setzer, hosted this special focusing on preparations for 
Hurricane Season, including the forecast for the season, and tips to be better prepared if a 
storm threatens South Florida. 
 


