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COVID-19 Impacts on Local Schools 

and Learning

The Afternoon Ramble with 

Local Host Brian Cosgrove 
1/29/2021 1pm 8min

Bryan Boyhan reports that 10 students at Bridgehampton High School tested positive for COVID-19, 

and 100 students at Sag Harbor quarantined.

COVID-19 Impacts on Local Schools 

and Learning

Long Island Morning Edition 

with Local Host Michael 

Mackey

1/19/2021 7am 2min

Reporting aboutt an influential statewide teachers union which is calling for cancellation of 

standardized student testing for the second year in a row, citing academic disruptions caused by the 

COVID-19 pandemic. The union urged the state to seek waivers from federal testing requirement 

which would result in the cancellation of elementary and middle school English and math tests as 

well as high school Regents exams.

COVID-19 Impacts on Local Schools 

and Learning

Behind The Headlines with 

Local Journalists Joe Shaw 

and Bill Sutton

1/30/2021 10am 20min
The panelists discuss New York State and Suffolk County agreeing to allow high-risk high school 

sports beginning in February, and one school’s decision not to participate.

COVID-19 Impacts on Local Schools 

and Learning

Behind The Headlines with 

Local Journalists Joe Shaw 

and Bill Sutton

2/13/2021 10am 20min
The panelists discuss the state of COVID-19 in local schools, including developments in districts 

returning to high risk sports.

COVID-19 Impacts on Local Schools 

and Learning

Long Island Morning Edition 

with Local Host Michael 

Mackey

2/25/2021 7am 2min

Reporting about the U.S. Department of Education informing states it will not grant a blanket waiver 

for state assessments. The federal agency said children learning remotely will not be required to go 

into school to take a state assessment, according to NYSED, which said that was “the right call.”

COVID-19 Impacts on Local Schools 

and Learning

Long Island Morning Edition 

with Local Host Michael 

Mackey

3/10/2021 7am 2min

Reporting about t a $1 million statewide television and digital advertising campaign launched by New 

York State United Teachers recently kicking off to publicize safety measures needed to open schools.  

The new 30-second ad noted the importance of bringing back in-person learning for students safely 

including the need for COVID-19 testing in schools, vaccine availability for education professionals, 

social distancing, mandatory masking, and sanitization and hygiene protocols.

COVID-19 Impacts on Local Schools 

and Learning

Long Island Morning Edition 

with Local Host Michael 

Mackey

3/17/2021 7am 2min

Reporting about Long Island school leaders saying they're waiting for the state to update reopening 

guidelines before considering changes to COVID-19 distancing protocol as a national debate emerges 

over how far apart people should be in schools — 6 feet or 3 feet. Educators agreed that they want 

more students back in schools. Six-foot distancing guidelines, however, don't allow them to bring all 

students back at once, due to limited space in classrooms.

COVID-19 Impacts on Local Schools 

and Learning
MetroFocus 3/17/2021 11pm 30min

Incoming schools Chancellor Meisha Porter is urging teachers and administrators to take a light touch 

with students struggling in remote learning because the challenges facing students outside their 

classrooms this year are staggering: personal and financial loss, mental health struggles and 

academic regression. And teens have been some of those hardest hit. From missing out on 

milestones like proms and graduations, to being forced to socially isolate in a time when they should 

be surrounded by friends, it has not been easy to grow up in the time of COVID. Recent statistics 

show some have intentionally hurt themselves, others have contemplated suicide and many are 

depressed. Dr. Harold Koplewicz, psychiatrist and President and Medical Director of New York’s Child 

Mind Institute explains how struggling parents can help their kids heal from this pandemic prognosis. 

COVID-19 Impacts on Local Schools 

and Learning

Behind The Headlines with 

Local Journalists Joe Shaw 

and Bill Sutton

3/27/2021 10am 15min
The panelists discuss the many unforeseen impacts that the pandemic will have on school budgets in 

the coming years as tax increases and budget plans are proposed.
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Continued Conversations Addressing 

Social and Racial Injustice

The Heart of the East End 

with Local Host Gianna Volpe
1/18/2021 9am 55min

Three local leaders join Gianna to discuss equality, the January 6th insurrection, and realizing the 

dream of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. on what would have been his 92nd birthday. 

Continued Conversations Addressing 

Social and Racial Injustice
MetroFocus 1/22/2021 11pm 15min

When longtime U.S. congressman John Lewis passed away, America lost a giant. An icon of the fight 

for civil rights, Lewis endured repeated imprisonment and physical beatings in his relentless pursuit 

for justice. And his fearlessness during the violent early years of the civil rights movement cemented 

his place in history. Pulitzer Prize winning author and historian Jon Meacham celebrates that 

fearlessness in a biography “His Truth Is Marching On: John Lewis And The Power Of Hope.”

Continued Conversations Addressing 

Social and Racial Injustice

The Heart of the East End 

with Local Host Gianna Volpe
1/27/2021 9am 30min

The incoming president of the Riverhead Anti-Bias Task Force, a new group of citizens, law 

enforcement, and others, discusses banding together with other groups across the East End as one of 

the first actions in the position.

Continued Conversations Addressing 

Social and Racial Injustice
MetroFocus 2/4/2021 11pm 15min

Historically, people of color in this country have dealt with discrimination and injustice in the medical 

system, giving reason for some members of these communities to approach a new vaccine with 

caution. According to a recent poll conducted by the Association for a better New York, only 57% of 

New Yorkers say they are planning to take the vaccine with 4 times as many Black respondents 

saying they would refuse the vaccine than White respondents. New York City Council Member, and 

2021 Democratic candidate for Bronx Borough President, Vanessa Gibson has been working with the 

administration to dispel myths about the vaccine while acknowledging concerns over the history of 

experimentation on people of color in this country. She discusses what she's doing to ensure these 

communities are not frozen out of the distribution process.

Continued Conversations Addressing 

Social and Racial Injustice

The Heart of the East End 

with Local Host Gianna Volpe
2/4/2021 9am 30min

Helen Higgenbotham, the organizer of “When Black Women Gather,” talks creating safe spaces for 

women of color and others to have difficult conversations about race, justice and other topics 

through a divisive period 

Continued Conversations Addressing 

Social and Racial Injustice

The Heart of the East End 

with Local Host Gianna Volpe
2/8/2021 9am 55min

Bob Zellner, the man whose life story has been dramatized in the feature film, “Son of the South,” 

discusses his life as a civil rights activist and son of a preacher who was disowned by his father after 

leaving the KKK ahead of a Shelter Island library talk between he and Pulitzer Prize winning author, 

Diane McWhorter.

Continued Conversations Addressing 

Social and Racial Injustice

The Heart of the East End 

with Local Host Gianna Volpe
2/26/2021 9am 45min

In celebration of the last show of Black History Month, Gianna speaks with poets  Suzanne Cade, Lois 

Moses, Helen Higginbotham and Chip Williford. Their poetry explores many topics, including the lived 

experiences of people of color.

Continued Conversations Addressing 

Social and Racial Injustice
MetroFocus 3/23/2021 11pm 15min

For so many New Yorkers the shootings in Atlanta were an all too painful reminder of the hate Asian 

Americans encounter every day. Some of New York City’s leading voices have been sounding the 

alarm about the severity of this problem well before the Georgia attack. And as the investigation 

continues into the shootings- which many believe to have clearly been racially motivated- there’s 

also a push to counter the spread of hate here at home by raising awareness about the issues and 

history at hand. Frank Wu, Queens College President, author of “Yellow: Race in America Beyond 

Black and White” and one of the voices driving this conversation both nationally and on local school 

campus’ discusses the issue. 

Continued Conversations Addressing 

Social and Racial Injustice

The Afternoon Ramble with 

Local Host Brian Cosgrove 
3/26/2021 1pm 5min

Reported that Sag Harbor High School Senior, a student from China, organized a racial tolerance 

meeting amid a rising number of anti-Asian hate crimes across the country. 
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Issues Related to Housing, 

Development, and Zoning on the East 

End

Long Island Morning Edition 

with Local Host Michael 

Mackey

1/14/2021 7am 2min

Reporting about how it would cost $12.15 million to serve public water to 128 Manorville homes 

near the site of the former Northrop Grumman naval weapons plant, according to a Suffolk County 

Water Authority proposal sent to the U.S. Navy this week. 

Issues Related to Housing, 

Development, and Zoning on the East 

End

The Afternoon Ramble with 

Local Host Brian Cosgrove 
1/27/2021 1pm 10min

Reporting about the Pine Barrens Association approving a golf course and luxury apartment proposal 

in East Quogue after some controversy. Environmentalists called the project inappropriate for the 

environmentally sensitive area. Supporters claim the project will bring jobs and the seasonal units 

would ease the property tax burden. The Pine Barrens commission voted 3-1 that the proposal meets 

the standards for development. 

Issues Related to Housing, 

Development, and Zoning on the East 

End

The Afternoon Ramble with 

Local Host Brian Cosgrove 
2/5/2021 1pm 5min

Reporting about codes for waterfront building being re-evaluated for Sag Harbor in an effort to 

protect the village waterfront from overdevelopment.

Issues Related to Housing, 

Development, and Zoning on the East 

End

Behind The Headlines with 

Local Journalists Joe Shaw 

and Bill Sutton

2/6/2021 10am 20min
The panelists discuss a dispute between the Riverhead Water District and the Suffolk County Water 

Authority over which agency should provide service in Manorville and Calverton.

Issues Related to Housing, 

Development, and Zoning on the East 

End

The Afternoon Ramble with 

Local Host Brian Cosgrove 
2/17/2021 1pm 10min

Reporting about a 120 unit apartment complex that has been proposed in North Sea, creating 

potential for more affordable housing in the pricey market of the East End.

Issues Related to Housing, 

Development, and Zoning on the East 

End

Behind The Headlines with 

Local Journalists Joe Shaw 

and Bill Sutton

2/27/2021 10am 15min

The panel discusses the influx of new residents to the East End in the wake of the pandemic, and the 

effect that has had and will have in the future, including adding to the affordable housing crisis that 

the region is facing.

Issues Related to Housing, 

Development, and Zoning on the East 

End

Long Island Morning Edition 

with Local Host Michael 

Mackey

3/11/2021 7am 2min

Reporting about the East Hampton Town supervisor rejecting a petition filed by Wainscott residents 

in favor of incorporating their hamlet, a decision that blocks a vote on forming a village from moving 

forward. Supervisor Peter Van Scoyoc said in a 13-page written decision issued March 5 that the 

reasons for the denial included the petition and a mandated $6,000 fee being filed with the town 

clerk rather than the supervisor, names of people who were not Wainscott voters and invalid 

signatures.

Issues Related to Housing, 

Development, and Zoning on the East 

End

The Afternoon Ramble with 

Local Host Brian Cosgrove 
3/25/2021 1pm 5min

Reporting about affordable housing being proposed in Greenport. The development would include up 

to 40 units. A local developer confirmed that he is in contract to purchase the four-acre property at 

the southeast corner of Route 48 and Main Street in the North fork village.
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Shinnecock Economic Development 

Through Billboard Construction and 

Casino Proposal

The Afternoon Ramble with 

Local Host Brian Cosgrove 
2/3/2021 1pm 5min

Reportinh about the Shinnecock Tribe erecting a 2nd electronic billboard on North, westbound side 

of Sunrise highway after mixed response from East End community.

Shinnecock Economic Development 

Through Billboard Construction and 

Casino Proposal

The Heart of the East End 

with Local Host Gianna Volpe
2/15/2021 9am 30min

Tela Troge, one of the attorneys who has been fighting for the Nation to erect two monuments on 

Sunrise Highway, discusses the years-long legal battle with the State Department of Transportation 

after the second billboard is completed

Shinnecock Economic Development 

Through Billboard Construction and 

Casino Proposal

The Afternoon Ramble with 

Local Host Brian Cosgrove 
2/17/2021 1pm 10min

Reporting about the Shinnecock Tribe plans to build a casino on tribal land just south of Montauk 

Highway in Southampton, just behind an area where they already operate cigarette shops.

Shinnecock Economic Development 

Through Billboard Construction and 

Casino Proposal

Behind The Headlines with 

Local Journalists Joe Shaw 

and Bill Sutton

2/20/2021 10am 50min

The panelists are joined by Shinnecock Nation Council of Trustees Chairman Bryan Polite for an in-

depth discussion of recent headlines that the Shinnecock Nation plans to build a 76,000-square-foot 

casino on the Shinnecock Territory just west of Southampton Village, as an economic driver to help 

the people of the Nation.

Shinnecock Economic Development 

Through Billboard Construction and 

Casino Proposal

The Afternoon Ramble with 

Local Host Brian Cosgrove 
2/24/2021 1pm 10min

Reporting about the reaction to the announcement of the Shinnecocks' plan to build a casino on their 

land having been mixed. The tribe is willing to consider other locations but will not wait on the state 

and delay building if a new location can be quickly offered.

Shinnecock Economic Development 

Through Billboard Construction and 

Casino Proposal

Behind The Headlines with 

Local Journalists Joe Shaw 

and Bill Sutton

2/27/2021 10am 15min

The panelists give an update on the Shinnecock Nation’s plans to construct a casino just outside of 

Southampton Village and the effect that might have on an already overburdened traffic situation. 

Opponents argue that the current infrastructure cannot handle a casino of the scale the tribe has 

proposed. Supporters' response is that traffic has been terrible for years and it should not be the 

responsibility of the tribe to solve an issue that has already existed.

Shinnecock Economic Development 

Through Billboard Construction and 

Casino Proposal

The Afternoon Ramble with 

Local Host Brian Cosgrove 
3/24/2021 1pm 5min

Reporting about Governor Cuomo being asked to take part in a discussion with the Shinnecock Tribe 

to offer an alternative location for the proposed casino.



Description of Issue Program Date Time Duration Description of Program / Segment

COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution on the 

East End

Long Island Morning Edition 

with Local Host Michael 

Mackey

1/6/2021 7am 2min

Reporting about New York State working with local municipalities to identify future Covid-19 

vaccination centers, from public buildings to urgent care offices to public parks, and already has a list 

of more than 3,700 sites that will be used, including more than 700 on Long Island.

COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution on the 

East End

Long Island Morning Edition 

with Local Host Michael 

Mackey

1/12/2021 7am 2min

Reporting about the State of New York having began rolling out a broad vaccination program 

yesterday with pharmacies and doctors’ offices now eligible to join the vaccination effort, a new 

group of more than 2 million New Yorkers who are eligible to get the vaccines, and a website for 

making appointments. 

COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution on the 

East End

The Afternoon Ramble with 

Local Host Brian Cosgrove 
1/13/2021 1pm 10min

Reporting during Paper Talk segments indicating that distribution was going poorly due to lack of 

organization and supply.

COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution on the 

East End

Behind The Headlines with 

Local Journalists Joe Shaw 

and Bill Sutton

1/16/2021 10am 20min The panelists discuss the early stages of vaccine rollout on the East End of Long Island.

COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution on the 

East End

The Afternoon Ramble with 

Local Host Brian Cosgrove 
1/20/2021 1pm 10min Local journalist Joe Shaw reports that COVID vaccine remains very difficult to receive.

COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution on the 

East End

The Heart of the East End 

with Local Host Gianna Volpe
2/8/2021 9am 30min

A conversation with Mercy College epidemiologist Dr. Rossi Hassad about vaccination roll-out, 

including the debunking myths and disinformation that have come to be associated with the vaccine 

for some.

COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution on the 

East End

The Afternoon Ramble with 

Local Host Brian Cosgrove 
2/10/2021 1pm 5min

Reporting about East End residents reportedly traveling to New York City, Connecticut, and other 

areas out of state to receive vaccines.

COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution on the 

East End

The Afternoon Ramble with 

Local Host Brian Cosgrove 
2/4/2021 1pm 5min

Reporting about a local pharmacy dispensing 1,100 doses of COVID-19 vaccines in only one day, 

providing some hope to the community that vaccination rates will continue to rise.

COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution on the 

East End

Behind The Headlines with 

Local Journalists Joe Shaw 

and Bill Sutton

3/6/2021 10am 15min
The panel discusses what appears to be an increased availability of the COVID-19 vaccine, with 

several pop-up PODs distributing doses in local communities on the East End in the previous week.

COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution on the 

East End

The Afternoon Ramble with 

Local Host Brian Cosgrove 
3/11/2021 1pm 5min

Reporting about a pop-up vaccine site that had opened in the town of Peconic, providing the ever-

increasing number of eligible residents another option for vaccination and greater chances of 

securing an appointment.

COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution on the 

East End

The Afternoon Ramble with 

Local Host Brian Cosgrove 
3/17/2021 1pm 5min

Reporting about a large-scale vaccine site opening in Southampton, dramatically expanding the 

number of appointments as more residents become eligible.

COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution on the 

East End

Long Island Morning Edition 

with Local Host Michael 

Mackey

3/19/2021 7am 2min

Reporting about New York State having now opened a mass vaccination site at the Stony Brook 

Southampton college campus with appointments for up to 1,000 doses of the COVID-19 vaccine 

available 8am to 7pm daily. The Southampton College site is open to all eligible NYS residents by 

appointment.

Panelists discuss the current state of 

vaccine rollout on the East End as 

compared to what the situation was in 

the beginning of the year.

Behind The Headlines with 

Local Journalists Joe Shaw 

and Bill Sutton

3/20/2021 10am 10min
Panelist discuss the current state of vaccine rollout on the East End as compared to what the 

situation was in the beginning of the year.
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Impacts of Loosening COVID-19 

Restrictions

Long Island Morning Edition 

with Local Host Michael 

Mackey

2/23/2021 7am 2am

Reporting about Gov. Andrew Cuomo's announcment that New Yorkers will be able to head back to 

New York City movie theaters, attend indoor weddings and catered events across the state and visit 

nursing home residents as the state pushes to reopen from COVID-19 shutdowns.

Impacts of Loosening COVID-19 

Restrictions

Long Island Morning Edition 

with Local Host Michael 

Mackey

3/4/2021 7am 2min

Reporting about restrictions being eased somewhat on the size of social gatherings in New York 

beginning later in March and event, arts and entertainment venues being able to reopen with limited 

crowds as of April 2, as announced by Gov. Andrew Cuomo. Beginning March 22, outdoor residential 

gatherings will be expanded to 25 people. Indoor limits will remain the same at 10 people. Non-

residential social gatherings will be expanded to 100 people indoors and 200 people outdoors.

Impacts of Loosening COVID-19 

Restrictions

Long Island Morning Edition 

with Local Host Michael 

Mackey

3/9/2021 8:06am 2min

Reporting about fully vaccinated people being able to visit with other fully vaccinated people indoors 

without wearing masks or physical distancing, according to new guidance issued yesterday by the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

Impacts of Loosening COVID-19 

Restrictions

Long Island Morning Edition 

with Local Host Michael 

Mackey

3/15/2021 7am 2min

Reporting about expanded operations at wedding venues and restaurants across Long Island start as 

restrictions enacted during the COVID-19 pandemic are loosened. Weddings of up to 150 people will 

be allowed with limits, including 50% capacity. Wedding attendees must also wear masks when they 

are not seated. 

Impacts of Loosening COVID-19 

Restrictions

Long Island Morning Edition 

with Local Host Michael 

Mackey

3/18/2021 7am 2min

Reporting about the state ending an 11 p.m. curfew for casinos, theaters, bowling alleys and fitness 

centers as of April 5, but the cutoff "for the time being" remaining in place for food establishments 

and bars.

Impacts of Loosening COVID-19 

Restrictions

The Afternoon Ramble with 

Local Host Brian Cosgrove 
3/26/2021 1pm 5min

Reporting about the Sag Harbor Cinema scheduling a "soft reopening" for April 9. The historic east 

end cinema suffered a devastating fire in 2016 and experienced further challenges in the face of the 

pandemic. The theater has been rebuilt and will begin showing films again.

Impacts of Loosening COVID-19 

Restrictions

Long Island Morning Edition 

with Local Host Michael 

Mackey

3/29/2021 7am 2min

Reporting about New York State relaxing visitation rules for nursing homes, saying that residents of 

those facilities can receive visitors at all times, with some exceptions, including for residents not 

vaccinated for COVID-19. The decision changes a controversial edict that intended to keep elderly 

residents safe, but had caused anguish to people who could not visit their parents and grandparents 

since the height of the pandemic.
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Changes and Reforms to Local Law 

Enforcement Policy and Policing

Long Island Morning Edition 

with Local Host Michael 

Mackey

1/21/2021 7am 2min

Reporting about Riverhead Town’s Anti-Bias Task Force having a new chairperson and how it may 

soon have some new members, as the task force and the town board look to expand the group’s 

diversity.

Changes and Reforms to Local Law 

Enforcement Policy and Policing

The Heart of the East End 

with Local Host Gianna Volpe
1/21/2021 9am 30min

Town Supervisor Jay Schneiderman came on to let folks know about the Community Law 

Enforcement Reform Committee’s upcoming listening session as part of the governor’s required 

review of local law enforcement agencies, as well as plans for creating a heart-shaped podium in 

front of town hall in the name of late local LGBTQ influencer, Edie Windsor

Changes and Reforms to Local Law 

Enforcement Policy and Policing

Behind The Headlines with 

Local Journalists Joe Shaw 

and Bill Sutton

1/23/2021 10am 20min

The panelists discuss the continued efforts by local police departments to comply with the state’s 

requirements to address systemic racism in their ranks. Certain towns have been highly transparent 

and sincere in their efforts to reform, including making the police forces a more accurate cross-

section of the towns' demographics. Other towns have not been as open in their processes, drawing 

criticism.

Changes and Reforms to Local Law 

Enforcement Policy and Policing

The Heart of the East End 

with Local Host Gianna Volpe
2/16/2021 9am 50min

Gianna engages Southampton police Chief Steven Skrynecki in a deep-dive conversation about his 

career and the discussions surrounding police reform as they relate to the East End.

Changes and Reforms to Local Law 

Enforcement Policy and Policing

Long Island Morning Edition 

with Local Host Michael 

Mackey

3/2/2021 7am 2am

Reporting about Southampton being the first local town across the finish line with its Police Reform 

Plan, mandated by New York State to be completed by April 1, 2021. The Town of Southampton was 

scheduled to hold a public hearing on the plan on March 12th via Zoom.

Changes and Reforms to Local Law 

Enforcement Policy and Policing

The Afternoon Ramble with 

Local Host Brian Cosgrove 
3/12/2021 1pm 10min

Reporting about a study being conducted by the Sag Harbor Police to look into training officers in 

racially sensitive situations.

Changes and Reforms to Local Law 

Enforcement Policy and Policing

The Afternoon Ramble with 

Local Host Brian Cosgrove 
3/17/2021 1pm 5min

Reporting about the Southampton Village Police Chief's salary being negotiated under greater 

scrutiny than is typically seen.


