
Description of Issue Program Date Time Duration Description of Program / Segment

Update on Statewide 

Mask Mandate Rules 

and Regulations

Behind The 

Headlines
10/9/2021 10:00 AM 10 min

A panel of local journalists discuss mask mandates, with one panelist pointing out that the science 

indicates all people regardless of vaccination status should still be wearing masks when in 

enclosed public spaces. He does not see that happening in the area which is distressing. 

Update on Statewide 

Mask Mandate Rules 

and Regulations

Long Island 

Morning Edition 

with Local Host 

Michael Mackey

10/18/2021 7:00 AM 2 min

Reporting that Long Island schools are addressing social and emotional needs of children, students 

are getting mask breaks, some campuses have set up outdoor learning spaces, and no buildings 

have had to close due to COVID-19 so far this term. Educators tell Newsday they’re optimistic, yet 

cautious.

Update on Statewide 

Mask Mandate Rules 

and Regulations

Long Island 

Morning Edition 

with Local Host 

Michael Mackey

10/21/2021 7:00 AM 2 min

Reporting that the state agency's top leaders said "There’s still plenty of room on most LIRR trains, 

but riders should accept the reality that they may have to sit right next to other passengers during 

the coronavirus pandemic.  … Some riders said the LIRR’s capacity standards don’t take into 

account the reality that many of them are uneasy about being in close quarters inside the confines 

of a train, especially given lax enforcement of the railroad’s mask requirement. Masking is 

mandated on mass transit."

Update on Statewide 

Mask Mandate Rules 

and Regulations

Long Island 

Morning Edition 

with Local Host 

Michael Mackey

11/19/2021 7:00 AM 2 min

Reporting that a state health panel recommended mandatory masks should continue to be used in 

schools, health care facilities, jails, homeless shelters, buses and other places. The NYS 

Department of Health’s Public Health and Health Planning Council approved renewing the 

emergency regulation on face coverings for COVID-19 prevention. State Department of Health 

officials said the renewed measure should be effective Nov. 24, the date the 90-day emergency 

mask rule was set to expire. It was unclear Thursday when the regulation would expire next. The 

initial emergency regulation had been approved by the same panel in July and authorized by the 

state commissioner of health in August.

Update on Statewide 

Mask Mandate Rules 

and Regulations

Long Island 

Morning Edition 

with Local Host 

Michael Mackey

11/25/2021 7:00 AM 2 min

Reporting that an Albany County Supreme Court judge has denied a lawsuit by the Massapequa 

and Locust Valley school districts to overturn New York State's school mask mandate. the districts 

had argued that authority to issue a mandate belonged to the state Legislature. The lawsuit, filed 

against Gov. Kathy Hochul and state health commissioner Howard Zucker, accuses both of 

usurping their power on Aug. 27 when they signed off on an order requiring everyone in schools to 

wear masks, regardless of vaccination status. In his Tuesday decision, Judge Henry Zwack wrote: 

"Lawsuits challenging the State’s public health protection measures during this worldwide 

pandemic have all reached the same result, namely that mandatory health requirements do not 

violate substantive rights." 
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Update on Statewide 

Mask Mandate Rules 

and Regulations

Long Island 

Morning Edition 

with Local Host 

Michael Mackey

12/13/2021 7:00 AM 2 min

Reporting on the start of NYS Governor Kathy Hochul’s mask mandate for indoor public spaces. 

Since the summer delta surge, Suffolk County’s rate of community transmission remains high, 

according to data published by the CDC, which says all residents age 2 and up should wear masks 

in public spaces in Suffolk County — a recommendation that has been in place for months. While 

the governor has urged New Yorkers to follow CDC guidance, she declined to impose a general 

statewide mask mandate until now. Hochul previously left that decision to local health officials.

Update on Statewide 

Mask Mandate Rules 

and Regulations

Long Island 

Morning Edition 

with Local Host 

Michael Mackey

12/15/2021 7:00 AM 2 min

Reporting that Gov. Hochul said that hospitalizations of COVID-19 patients in New York State have 

jumped 70% since Thanksgiving, as she asserted that most elected county officials in the state will 

enforce her new mask or vaccine requirement for indoor public places. But Suffolk County 

Executive Steve Bellone, a Democrat like Hochul, said he will not do "hard enforcement" of the 

mandate and instead will focus on "education" of business owners. Bellone joins incoming Nassau 

County Executive Bruce Blakeman, the Republican who took office on Jan. 1, who said he will 

order county workers not to enforce the state order, including by not issuing fines for violations. 

The administration of the current Nassau executive, Laura Curran, said that she will "not be 

actively enforcing" the mandate in her final weeks, but would respond to complaints about 

violations.

Update on Statewide 

Mask Mandate Rules 

and Regulations

Afternoon Ramble 

with Local Host 

Brian Cosgrove

12/15/2021 1:00 PM 5 min
Joe Shaw of the Express News Group joins Brian for the Paper Talk segment to discuss the official 

reinstating of the mask mandate. There has been some opposition to the Governor's mandate.

Update on Statewide 

Mask Mandate Rules 

and Regulations

Behind The 

Headlines
12/18/2021 10:00 AM 10 min

A panel of local journalists discuss the politicization of mask mandates and the impact of divisive 

rhetoric on overcoming the COVID-19 pandemic. Many entertainment venues require vaccines 

and masks to attend.

Description of Issue Program Date Time Duration Description of Program / Segment

Local Music and Arts 

Events on the East End

Heart of the East 

End with Gianna 

Volpe

10/5/2021 9:00 AM 10 min

Gianna interviews Adam Straus of the Glen Hansen Art Gallery about an exhibit that comments on 

the immense impact that "pumpkin season" has on locals' quality of life. East end artists answer a 

prompt about the mighty gourd entering art pieces in an exhibit for or against the idea of the 

pumpkin.

Local Music and Arts 

Events on the East End

Heart of the East 

End with Gianna 

Volpe

10/8/2021 9:00 AM 10 min
Gianna speaks with Mick Hargreaves about the inaugural local music festival Pine Barrens Jam and 

Hargreaves' group The Moondogs returning to the stage in person.

Local Music and Arts 

Events on the East End

Heart of the East 

End with Gianna 

Volpe

10/11/2021 9:00 AM 10 min

Gianna and Shinnecock photographer Jeremy Dennis discuss the restoration of his grandmother's 

house and its transformation into an arts center focused on serving Black, Indigenous, and People 

of Color artists. The center has already housed several residences, exhibits, and lecture series. 

Local Music and Arts 

Events on the East End

Heart of the East 

End with Gianna 

Volpe

10/14/2021 9:00 AM 10 min

Marilee Scheer, one of the stars of North Fork Community Theater's premiere show, talks with 

Gianna about getting back to performing in-person after the pandemic made for an all-virtual 

theater season.



Local Music and Arts 

Events on the East End

Heart of the East 

End with Gianna 

Volpe

10/26/2021 9:00 AM 10 min

In addition to getting the word out about Southampton Arts Center’s newest exhibit, Tom Dunn 

talks about how he was initially inspired to do a show featuring artists who had overcome great 

adversity. He talks about collaborating with the exhibit’s curator, Jay Davis of Memorial Sloan 

Kettering Cancer Center, as a cancer patient himself fighting rare form of lymphoma at the 

hospital through 2020.

Local Music and Arts 

Events on the East End

Heart of the East 

End with Gianna 

Volpe

11/11/2021 9:00 AM 10 min
Ahead of a record release show at Stephen Talkhouse, guitarist, vocalist and songwriter Michael 

Schiano premieres the Hoodoo Loungers brand-new record on Gianna's Hot Sounds segment.

Local Music and Arts 

Events on the East End

Heart of the East 

End with Gianna 

Volpe

12/2/2021 9:00 AM 10 min
Judy Carmichael of the radio program Jazz Inspired joins Gianna to talk about the strict COVID-19 

policy that is upheld at Bay Street Theater where her in-person holiday concert takes place.

Local Music and Arts 

Events on the East End

Heart of the East 

End with Gianna 

Volpe

12/3/2021 9:00 AM 10 min

Stand-up comic, author, screenwriter & East Hampton Star columnist Jeff Nichols speaks with 

Gianna on-air ahead of a comedy fundraiser for Wildlife Rescue of East Hampton taking place at 

The Clubhouse

Local Music and Arts 

Events on the East End

Heart of the East 

End with Gianna 

Volpe

12/9/2021 9:00 AM 10 min

Gianna interviews Emmy and Peabody Award-winning journalist Heather O’ Neill. Her full-length 

feature documentary directorial debut took place

at Bay Street Theater in conjunction with Hamptons Doc Fest.

Local Music and Arts 

Events on the East End

The Afternoon 

Ramble with Brian 

Cosgrove

12/9/2021 2:00 PM 5 min
Brian speaks with local newspaper editor Joe Werkmeister about an annual rockabilly Christmas 

show at Suffolk Theater. The annual event was canceled in 2020 due to the pandemic.

Local Music and Arts 

Events on the East End

Heart of the East 

End with Gianna 

Volpe

12/16/2021 9:00 AM 10 min
John Landes and Joel Chriss of the Hamptons Jazz Festival talk about how the festival developed 

out of the Jam Session Radio hour to bring professional jazz musicians to the East End. 

Local Music and Arts 

Events on the East End

Behind The 

Headlines
12/18/2021 10:00 AM 10 min

A panel of local journalists discuss a Tony Walton retrospective taking place in Sag Harbor. Tony 

Walton is a costume and set designer living in Sag Harbor and New York City. Arts & Living editor 

Annette Hinkle shares that Walton has a long history with the local area and has won many 

awards in his long career.

Description of Issue Program Date Time Duration Description of Program / Segment

Development of 

Legalized Recreational 

Cannabis and Local 

Dispensaries

Afternoon Ramble 

with Local Host 

Brian Cosgrove

11/5/2021 2:00 PM 3 min

Joe Werkmeister speaks with Brian about upcoming news headlines, including a story about a 

local business called Open Minded Organics. The small business has plans to sell cannabis in 

Bridgehampton, pending a decision from the Town of Southampton on whether or not to allow 

sales of recreational marijuana within the town.

Development of 

Legalized Recreational 

Cannabis and Local 

Dispensaries

Heart of the East 

End with Local Host 

Gianna Volpe

11/19/2021 9:00 AM 10 min

Gavin Menu, publisher of the Express News Group, and Gianna discuss the latest Express Sessions 

panel, which occurred at Union Steak & Sushi in Southampton. The panel was made up by Open-

Minded Organics’ David Falkowski, Seafield’s Mark Epley, Southampton Town Supervisor Jay 

Schneiderman, and Sag Harbor Mayor Jim LaRocca. The topic was cannabis legalization, including 

whether local municipalities will opt out of allowing local sales, impacts on those in recovery from 

substance abuse issues, as well as safety and keeping the products out of the hands of children.



Development of 

Legalized Recreational 

Cannabis and Local 

Dispensaries

Long Island 

Morning Edition 

with Local Host 

Michael Mackey

12/2/2021 7:00 AM 2 min

Reporting that both the East Hampton Village and the Town of East Hampton made it official that 

they will not permit the retail sale of marijuana within their jurisdictions, though officials left the 

door open for potential future sales. Following a series of public meetings and discussions, town 

and village officials in East Hampton decided to opt-out of potential retail sales when it becomes 

officially legal in New York State to sell on Jan. 1, 2022. 

When state lawmakers decided to legalize retail sales to eligible adults, it gave local governments 

the option to prevent such businesses in their jurisdiction, though, in East Hampton, officials could 

revisit the decision at a later date, depending on codes and zoning guidelines. East Hampton isn’t 

the first East End municipality to opt-out, joining the villages of Southampton, Westhampton 

Beach, and Quogue, which previously announced it would not permit the retail sale of cannabis.

Development of 

Legalized Recreational 

Cannabis and Local 

Dispensaries

Long Island 

Morning Edition 

with Local Host 

Michael Mackey

12/7/2021 7:00 AM 2 min

Reporting that the Riverhead Town advisory committee focused on the implementation of legal 

recreational marijuana products was holding its first meeting. The meeting addressed identifying 

locations where the town wants marijuana businesses prohibited, including near schools, 

churches, parks and town facilities, according to Councilman Ken Rothwell, who Supervisor Yvette 

Aguiar named to lead the advisory committee. The Marihuana Regulation and Taxation Act was 

signed into law earlier this year to legalize adult-use cannabis in New York State. The regulations 

currently outlined in the original text of the law prohibit licensing a marijuana retail store or on-

site consumption location within 500 feet of school grounds and within 200 feet of a house of 

worship.  Advertising and marketing for adult-use products cannot be displayed within 500 feet of 

school grounds, playgrounds, child day care providers, public parks, libraries, or on publicly owned 

or operated property.

Development of 

Legalized Recreational 

Cannabis and Local 

Dispensaries

Behind The 

Headlines
12/11/2021 10:00 AM 15 min

Local journalists discuss where dispensaries may be located as municipalities begin to legalize local 

sales of recreational cannabis. Riverhead will not be opting out of sales and now must decide how 

the retail sale and on-site consumption will be regulated including where, when, and how people 

can purchase and consume.

Development of 

Legalized Recreational 

Cannabis and Local 

Dispensaries

Afternoon Ramble 

with Local Host 

Brian Cosgrove

12/16/2021 2:00 PM 2 min

On the Paper Talk segment, Brian speaks with Joe Werkmeister about upcoming news headlines. 

Werkmeister shares news that Southold Village decided to opt out of selling recreational 

marijuana within the village for the foreseeable future.

Development of 

Legalized Recreational 

Cannabis and Local 

Dispensaries

Afternoon Ramble 

with Local Host 

Brian Cosgrove

12/17/2021 2:00 PM 3 min

Bryan Boyhan of the Sag Harbor Express joins Brian on the air to share the headlines that will be in 

the upcoming papers. Boyhan shares news that Sag Harbor Village opted out of allowing sales of 

recreational marijuana despite it being made legal statewide.



Development of 

Legalized Recreational 

Cannabis and Local 

Dispensaries

Behind The 

Headlines
12/18/2021 10:00 AM 15 min

A panel of local journalists discuss the ways that small businesses hoping to break into the 

cannabis industry will be hurt by municipalities choosing to opt out of or delay legalization of sales 

of marijuana. They speculate that there will be less money made by the taxes on sales than many 

people imagine. 

Description of Issue Program Date Time Duration Description of Program / Segment

Update on Local COVID-

19 Positivity Rates

Long Island 

Morning Edition 

with Local Host 

Michael Mackey

10/8/2021 7:00 AM 2 min

Reporting that underscoring how the pandemic is far from over on Long Island, the region 

registered 774 new daily cases of COVID-19 in test results on Oct. 6th. Nassau had 321 new cases, 

while Suffolk had 453. New York City logged 1,565 new cases. Across the state, 23 people died on 

Oct. 6th of causes linked to COVID-19, including two in Suffolk and one in Nassau. The seven-day 

average for positivity in testing for the virus continued to inch down, hitting 2.71% on Long Island 

compared to 2.74% the previous day. The statewide average was 2.43%, up from 2.37% on 

Tuesday, state data shows.

Update on Local COVID-

19 Positivity Rates

Long Island 

Morning Edition 

with Local Host 

Michael Mackey

10/19/2021 7:00 AM 2 min

Reporting that COVID-19 indicators continued to level off or drop on Long Island after a summer 

surge fueled by the delta variant. The seven-day average for positivity in testing for the virus was 

2.68% on Long Island, as it continued a slow descent from figures above 4% during the summer. 

Across the state, 28 people died on Oct. 17th of causes linked to COVID-19, including three in 

Suffolk, according to state data.

Update on Local COVID-

19 Positivity Rates

Long Island 

Morning Edition 

with Local Host 

Michael Mackey

11/8/2021 7:00 AM 2 min

Reporting that more than 70% of Long Islanders are fully vaccinated against COVID-19 according 

to statistics released by the state on Nov. 7th. However, health experts say it’s not enough to end 

the epidemic.  "It’s good progress, but it certainly doesn’t mean herd immunity," Dr. David 

Battinelli, vice president and chief medical officer at Northwell Health, told Newsday. "I think most 

people believe that true herd immunity is not until 90-plus percent." There were 4,603 new cases 

of COVID-19 reported to the state on Nov. 6th, statistics show, including 208 in Nassau County and 

327 in Suffolk County.  

Update on Local COVID-

19 Positivity Rates

Long Island 

Morning Edition 

with Local Host 

Michael Mackey

11/19/2021 7:00 AM 2 min

Reporting that on Long Island the seven-day average for positivity in testing for the virus rose over 

the past three days from 3.48% to 3.59% to 3.74% Nov. 17th. The average was close to 2% a few 

weeks ago. Statewide, the average is also on the rise, and hit 3.58%. Long Island registered 970 

new cases — 418 in Nassau and 552 in Suffolk — in test results from Nov. 17th. New York City 

tallied 1,454 new cases. Across the state, 30 people died that day of causes linked to the virus, 

including two in Nassau and four in Suffolk.

Update on Local COVID-

19 Positivity Rates

Long Island 

Morning Edition 

with Local Host 

Michael Mackey

11/26/2021 7:00 AM 2 min

Reporting that Gov. Kathy Hochul reported more than 92,000 vaccine doses have been 

administered statewide over the preceding 24 hour period, while the seven-day positivity rate on 

Long Island rose slightly, to 4.39%. On Long Island, 726 people were reported as completely 

vaccinated in the past day, and 1,303 people received at least one dose. In the last seven days, 

more than 700,000 total vaccine doses have been administered in New York, according to 

Hochul's report. 



Update on Local COVID-

19 Positivity Rates

Long Island 

Morning Edition 

with Local Host 

Michael Mackey

12/8/2021 7:00 AM 2 min

Reporting that once a global epicenter of the pandemic, New York City’s plan of attack against 

COVID-19 is showing strong results and could serve as a model for Long Island and elsewhere, 

medical experts said yesterday. … Long Island and the rest of the state do not follow the same 

policies, instead allowing people to enter restaurants, gyms or concert halls whether they are 

vaccinated or not, and with no need to mask. Congressman Lee Zeldin, the eastern Suffolk 

Republican who is running for governor, blasted the mayor after Monday’s announcement. New 

York City’s positivity level is 2% compared to 6% on Long Island, up to 11% in some upstate areas. 

Update on Local COVID-

19 Positivity Rates

Behind The 

Headlines
12/18/2021 10:00 AM 10 min

A panel of local journalists discuss the fast rise in positivity rates and the lower efficacy of the 

vaccine against the Omicron variant. Some schools choose to go fully remote, putting stress on 

parents and negatively impacting the quality of education.

Update on Local COVID-

19 Positivity Rates

Long Island 

Morning Edition 

with Local Host 

Michael Mackey

12/15/2021 7:00 AM 2 min

Reporting that, on Dec. 14th, Gov. Hohcul said  that the number of new COVID-19 cases per 

100,000 people statewide has increased by 58% on a seven-day average since Thanksgiving, 

explaining why she implemented the mandate, which went into effect on Dec. 13th and will be 

reassessed on Jan. 15. Long Island’s rate of 67.74 cases per 100,000 people is the third-highest in 

the state, according to figures the governor showed Dec. 14th.

Description of Issue Program Date Time Duration Description of Program / Segment

Coverage of Local 

Elections and 

Referendums

Long Island 

Morning Edition 

with Local Host 

Michael Mackey

10/8/2021 7:00 AM 2 min

Reporting that incumbent Riverhead Town Supervisor Yvette Aguiar is on pace to out-raise and 

out-spend every supervisor candidate in recent Riverhead election history, according to the latest 

disclosures filed with the State Board of Elections. With $73,970 total contributions to date, 

Aguiar’s fundraising has already surpassed almost all supervisor candidates since 2007, the oldest 

campaign finance records available on the state website. Aguiar, who is seeking her second two-

year term as supervisor, has also raised more than double the campaign cash raised by challenger 

Councilwoman Catherine Kent and has outspent the councilwoman by more than 3 to 1 this year 

so far, the filings show.

Coverage of Local 

Elections and 

Referendums

Long Island 

Morning Edition 

with Local Host 

Michael Mackey

10/9/2021 10:00 AM 10 min

A panel of local journalists discuss fundraising for the Riverhead Town Supervisor race. The 

supervisor race gets the most attention and draws the most contributions. One journalist 

encourages listeners to use the New York State Board of Elections database to research what 

nominees are doing with donated money.

Coverage of Local 

Elections and 

Referendums

Heart of the East 

End with Local Host 

Gianna Volpe

10/18/2021 9:00 AM 10 min

Gianna speaks with Barbara McCarthy of the League of Women Voters of the Hamptons. 

McCarthy shares information about the league's candidates' forums and other events informing 

voters ahead of Election Day and early voting season, as well as ballot referendums

Coverage of Local 

Elections and 

Referendums

Behind The 

Headlines
10/23/2021 10:00 AM 10 min

A panel of local journalists discuss the actions of the League of Women Voters and the importance 

of voting in local elections. Republican party candidates declined participating in Zoom events, 

leading the League of Women Voters to hold a debate with only Independent and Democratic 

nominees. The Express News Group chose not to hold a debate at all because of the Republican 

party's decision against online events.



Coverage of Local 

Elections and 

Referendums

Long Island 

Morning Edition 

with Local Host 

Michael Mackey

11/2/2021 7:00 AM 2 min

Host Michael Mackey shares a list of things voters should be aware of when heading to polls. 

Listeners are made aware that they mist wear masks in polling places, cast ballots in designated 

polling sites, and that absentee ballots can be overridden by casting a new vote at a polling site on 

election day. 

Coverage of Local 

Elections and 

Referendums

Behind The 

Headlines
11/6/2021 10:00 AM 10 min

A panel of local journalists discuss the outcome of local elections. Democrats won a "blue wave" 

across the North Fork, while Riverhead Town saw many significant Republican victories. The South 

Fork was mixed in results.

Coverage of Local 

Elections and 

Referendums

Behind The 

Headlines
11/20/2021 10:00 AM 2 min

A panel of local journalists discuss how Representative Lee Zeldin's campaign for governor will 

impact the political climate moving forward. They agree Zeldin will likely be the Republican 

candidate for governor, meaning he could no longer serve as a Congressman. This would leave the 

first Congressional district open.

Description of Issue Program Date Time Duration Description of Program / Segment

Impact of Supply Chain 

Disruption on Local 

Business Community

Long Island 

Morning Edition 

with Local Host 

Michael Mackey

10/8/2021 7:00 AM 2 min

Reporting that local businesses are gearing up for the holiday shopping season, but if current labor 

trends are any indication, many will be handling their busiest months of the year without the 

workers they need. ... Hiring by national chains paying higher wages, health concerns over the 

COVID-19 delta variant, and continued disruptions to global supply chains have all contributed to 

more competition for a limited supply of workers willing to take in-person jobs.

Impact of Supply Chain 

Disruption on Local 

Business Community

Heart of the East 

End
10/19/2021 9:00 AM 10 min

After a quarter-century in business as a local restaurateur, Don Sullivan, comes on for his 60th 

birthday to talk about surviving the pandemic year and the impacts supply chain issues have had 

on his business and others like his.

Impact of Supply Chain 

Disruption on Local 

Business Community

Long Island 

Morning Edition 

with Local Host 

Michael Mackey

10/22/2021 7:00 AM 2 min

Reporting that the nation's COVID-19 pandemic supply chain woes are changing Long Island's 

school cafeteria menus and what schoolchildren can — and cannot — eat for lunch.  Price hikes, 

delivery delays and shortages are impacting everything from breaded chicken and French toast 

sticks to pickled banana peppers, mozzarella sticks and cookies, and even sporks and trays, said 

Long Island school nutrition directors, whose difficulties are compounded by cafeteria staff 

shortages.

Impact of Supply Chain 

Disruption on Local 

Business Community

Long Island 

Morning Edition 

with Local Host 

Michael Mackey

11/17/2021 7:00 AM 2 min

Reporting that about six in 10 retailers, service firms and factories plan to expand their work force 

in the next year despite continued supply-chain problems, according to polls released on Nov. 

16th by the Federal Reserve Bank of New York. The bank said 61% of retailers and other service 

firms in the metropolitan area expect to increase the number of people that they employ within 

the next 12 months. That compares with 35% a year ago, 38% in November 2019 and 49% in 

November 2018.

Impact of Supply Chain 

Disruption on Local 

Business Community

Long Island 

Morning Edition 

with Local Host 

Michael Mackey

11/26/2021 7:00 AM 2 min

Reporting that despite online retail accounting for a larger of share of overall retail sales annually 

– shopping via the web accounted for 23% of holiday sales last year – the vast majority of 

shoppers still head inside brick-and-mortar stores to buy gifts. … Continued supply chain issues will 

delay products arriving to stores and reduce the merchandise variety, especially for small 

businesses. Also, product prices are surging at rates not seen in decades.



Impact of Supply Chain 

Disruption on Local 

Business Community

Long Island 

Morning Edition 

with Local Host 

Michael Mackey

12/2/2021 7:00 AM 2 min

Reporting that about 400,000 New Yorkers who paid to register their automobiles online this fall 

face a delay of as much as several weeks in receiving their permanent registration stickers in what 

state officials said is yet another frustration caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. The state 

Department of Motor Vehicles said it hopes to be caught up by "early 2022." The state blames the 

shortage of windshield stickers that are mailed out following online registration on the nationwide 

supply chain disruption because of the COVID-19 pandemic. The pandemic has led to a shortage of 

workers and delays in overseas transportation of raw materials and products from cars to paper 

goods. Particularly hard hit are paper products and that shortage affects items such as registration 

stickers, officials said.

Impact of Supply Chain 

Disruption on Local 

Business Community

Heart of the East 

End
12/14/2021 9:00 AM 10 min

Christine Clark of Black Sheep Knitworks shares ways to work around supply chain shortages with 

handmade gifts for the holidays. She tells listeners that even the newest knitter can make a hat in 

just three hours. 

Description of Issue Program Date Time Duration Description of Program / Segment

Continued Coverage of 

Affordable Housing 

Issues

Long Island 

Morning Edition 

with Local Host 

Michael Mackey

10/5/2021 7:00 AM 2 min

Reporting that more than 35 East End leaders and organizations signed a letter urging New York 

Gov. Kathy Hochul to approve legislation that would establish a community housing fund for the 

Peconic Bay area. The bill, which had previously been vetoed by former governor Andrew Cuomo, 

would authorize the five eastern Suffolk towns to hold mandatory referenda on establishing the 

fund. If passed, the new fund would add a half-percent to the existing 2% Community Preservation 

Fund tax on real estate transactions in those towns. The Sept. 28 letter notes the lack of 

affordable housing in the region “has reached crisis proportions,” with local businesses struggling 

to hire and retain employees. Volunteer emergency services are also struggling to retain recruits 

and local families are leaving the area, it said. The need to import labor has increased traffic 

gridlock as well and the lack of housing “often results in substandard and illegal housing 

conditions.”

Continued Coverage of 

Affordable Housing 

Issues

Long Island 

Morning Edition 

with Local Host 

Michael Mackey

10/6/2021 7:00 AM 2 min

Reporting that the South Fork restaurant industry left millions of dollars on the table, so to speak, 

in the summer of 2021 because of a lack of workers that forced many restaurants to close for 

some of the precious few summertime shifts that would usually be busy and lucrative. ... Dozens 

of restaurants, including some of the most popular and successful establishments in the region, 

were closed during popular lunch shifts or even dinner shifts on some weeknights because of 

limited staff. ... A vast lack of affordable housing severely limited the number of seasonal workers.

Continued Coverage of 

Affordable Housing 

Issues

Long Island 

Morning Edition 

with Local Host 

Michael Mackey

10/11/2021 7:00 AM 2 min

Reporting that Gov. Kathy Hochul has signed into law a bill that will allow a new real estate sales 

tax to fund affordable housing programs in the five East End towns. The Peconic Bay region 

community housing act, co-sponsored by Assemblyman Fred Thiele Jr. (I-Sag Harbor) and state 

Sen. Anthony Palumbo (R-New Suffolk), would levy an additional half-percent real estate transfer 

tax. Voters in the five East End towns — East Hampton, Shelter Island, Southampton, Southold and 

Riverhead — will still have to approve ballot measures to enact the tax for their towns.



Continued Coverage of 

Affordable Housing 

Issues

Long Island 

Morning Edition 

with Local Host 

Michael Mackey

10/13/2021 7:00 AM 2 min

Reporting that the Southampton Town Board moved from the “elect to consider” realm into a full 

on review of an application that, if it clears all the hurdles on the way to approval, would see over 

100 affordable units built in Quogue. During a discussion of the application titled “The Preserve at 

South Country” last November, Supervisor Jay Schneiderman wanted to await a recommendation 

from town planning staff as to whether the project should proceed to the point of filing a formal 

application.
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10/28/2021 7:00 AM 2 min

Reporting that nearly six in 10 renters and more than one in three homeowners on Long Island 

spend more than 30% of their income on housing, as housing costs rise and inflation-adjusted 

incomes drift downward, a new report finds. … Long Islanders’ median household income of 

$103,331 has dipped by 1.6% since 2000 after adjusting for inflation, according to the group’s 

analysis of the most recent census estimates. Over the same period, the region’s median cost of 

housing – for renters and homeowners combined – has risen by 24% to $2,177 a month. Long 

Island needs more multifamily housing to meet the needs of young adults, seniors who are 

downsizing or seeking homes that are more easily accessible, and those who cannot afford the 

region’s high housing costs.
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11/29/2021 7:00 AM 2 min

Reporting about Southold considering an amendment that would alter existing code to allow 

property owners to expand existing buildings for affordable apartments in Hamlet Business and 

Hamlet Locus, or HALO, zones. … The proposed amendment changes code language to allow 

'people to buy the buildings and expand them to meet up to six affordable apartments'.
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12/8/2021 7:00 AM 2 min

Reporting about how Southold Town officials will alter a proposed code amendment that could 

promote more affordable housing, after feedback from the Planning Board and a public hearing. … 

The amendment as written would allow property owners in Hamlet Business and Hamlet Locus, or 

HALO, zones to expand existing buildings to accommodate up to six affordable apartments. 

Southold Town code already allows property owners in certain zones to convert existing buildings 

into affordable apartments. The maximum number of apartments allowed would not change.


